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Issue: COVID-19 Pandemic 

New Jersey and New York were major epicenters of COVID-19 during the earliest months of the 

pandemic and the region remains deeply concerned about the virus and controlling community spread.  

Indeed, the first quarter of 2021 saw cases rise significantly in New Jersey and New York.  In addition, 

the local economy has been profoundly impacted by the pandemic and many individual and family 

lives/routines are upended.  Finally, the rollout of coronavirus vaccines resulted in the audience being 

eager to hear learn about the availability, eligibility, and efficacy of these vaccines.  All of these factors 

meant that WSOU’s listeners continued to be very interested in COVID-19 news and information.  
 

Programming: Throughout the quarter, WSOU addressed this issue by providing regular updates on the 

COVID-19 outbreak.  This included breaking COVID-19 news updates, information on 

local/state/regional/national responses to the pandemic, interviews with medical experts, reports on the 

economic consequences of the pandemic, and other vital information for listeners.  WSOU also aired 

PSAs about how listeners could reduce their chances of infection and slow community spread of COVID-

19 through social distancing, hand washing, mask wearing, and other measures.  During the quarter, 

WSOU added PSAs related COVID-19 vaccines and aired news coverage concerning vaccines. Between 

January 1 and March 31, WSOU aired more than 300 minutes of content on this issue.  

 

Issue: Presidential Transition/New Administration  

The transfer of power from one presidential administration to another is of interest to everyone within 

WSOU’s coverage area.  When the nation’s tradition of a peaceful transfer of power was threatened by 

the January 6 insurrection, listeners sought even more information about the transition between the Trump 

and Biden administrations. Finally, “the first hundred days” is a common benchmark to judge the early 

days of a new U.S. president as Americans seek to understand policies and priorities of the new 

administration and how it will impact their personal lives and the nation as a whole.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its news, public affairs, and special programming.  

The following are illustrative examples of such programming: 

 

1) WSOU Newscasts  

WSOU airs newscasts regularly throughout the day. In the first quarter, WSOU news anchors and 

reporters covered a variety of stories relation to the presidential transition and inauguration, including 

cabinet nominees, executive branch appointments, security issues, and more.  In addition, after January 

20, the station’s newscasts presented stories on policies and proposals from the Biden administration, 

including the American Rescue Plan, immigration, infrastructure and climate plans, executive orders, 

COVID-19 vaccination strategy and other issues. Estimated total time of coverage: 60 minutes 

 

2) Breaking News Coverage, Wednesday, January 6 

The storming of the U.S. Capitol by an insurrectionist mob warranted breaking news status on WSOU.  

Throughout the afternoon and evening, the news department aired frequent updates on the situation in 

Washington, D.C.  Estimated total time of coverage: 20 minutes. 

 

2) Pirate News Desk, Sundays, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Pirate News Desk is WSOU’s weekly public affairs show dedicated to exploring the week’s news and 

issues.  In the first quarter of 2021. Pirate News Desk examined presidential transition and new 

administration-related news, including PND aired 20 minutes of content on this issue. 
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Issue: Local, National, and International News 

The news is always changing and audience research on WSOU’s listeners indicates that the station is the 

only source of broadcast news for a subset of the station’s audience.  Without news reports from a 

verified and reputable source, these listeners might not get any “real news” in their daily media diet.  In 

addition, all listeners benefit from being made aware of the day’s news and critical issues facing the 

region, the nation, and the world.   
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this need through the airing of two 90-second newscasts per hour 

between 6 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 7 p.m. Monday through Friday. These newscasts are a critical part of 

WSOU’s mission to serve “the public interest, convenience, and necessity,” while also fulling its pre-

professional development mission to nurture the next generation of broadcast journalists.  The “89-point-5 

News Update” provides a concise summary of local, national, and international news, plus sports and 

weather.  Vital COVID-19 news is incorporated into the newscasts as needed.  
 

 

Issue: Black History Month 

The accomplishments of Black Americans have all too often been left out of our nation’s history books, 

popular culture, and news coverage.  February’s designation as Black History Month offers all of us the 

opportunity to highlight, understand, and celebrate Black history in America, as well as across the globe.   
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its music, public affairs, and news programming.  

The following are illuminating examples of such programming: 
 

1) Music Programming  

Throughout the month of February, WSOU spotlighted black artists through its regular on-air 

programming and social media platforms. Some of the musicians featured were Tom Morello from Rage 

Against the Machine, guitarist Will Swan, and singer Corey Glover, among many others. DJs’ mic breaks 

and on-air imaging focused on the contributions of these artists.  Estimated total music programming 

featuring Black History Month artists: 2800 minutes 

 

2) Leadership with Darrell Gunter, Saturday, February 6 

Artist Michael J. Morris discusses his work and its connection with Black History Month. Program time: 

30 minutes.  
 

3) Leadership with Darrell Gunter, Saturday, February 13  

“Diversity and Inclusion: A Frank Discussion” with the following guests: United Healthcare’s Tiffany 

Mack, Jamie Axelrod from the University of North Arizona, and Sonia (Rodriguez) Spicehandler, who is 

Vice President of Human Resources at TenFour. This one-hour talk discussed diversity and equity with 

these industry leaders.  
 

4) Thank God For Monday with Brother Greg Cellini, February 20  

Dr. Shawna Cooper-Gibson, Seton Hall University’s Vice President of Student Services and co-chair of 

the University’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, joined host Brother Greg Cellini for a 

conversation about Black History Month and Seton Hall’s recently enhanced diversity efforts. Program 

time: 60 minutes.   
 

5) Making Contact, Saturdays 6:30 – 7:00 a.m. 

This weekly public affairs program presented three audio documentaries in February focused on Black 

history, one on slavery in Canada, one on the impact of white privilege on people of color, and a third on 

how public schools have failed to adequately serve Black students with dyslexia.  
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Issue: Women’s History Month 

March is Women’s History Month, a time for people in WSOU’s listening area to reflect on the 

discrimination and inequality women have faced for millennia and to recognize the contributions women 

have made to science, industry, education, politics, justice, the arts, entrepreneurship, and more.  Despite 

recent gains, the historical accomplishments of women continue to be overlooked or forgotten.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its music, public affairs, and news programming.  

The following are illuminating examples of such programming: 
 

1) Music Programming  

Throughout the month of March, WSOU highlighted honoring impactful women metal artists through a 

heavy on-air rotation of the Code Orange, Arch Enemy, Lacuna Coil, In This Moment, Nightwish, 

Baroness, Kittie, Tetrarch, Windhand, and Dying Wish, among others. DJs’ mic breaks and on-air 

imaging focused on the contributions of these artists.  Estimated total music programming featuring 

Women’s History Month artists: 2800 minutes    

 

2) Thank God For Monday with Brother Greg Cellini, Saturday, March 6 

In anticipation of International Women’s Day on March 8, Brother Greg speaks with Allison Kelly Jones, 

a military veteran, author, and expert in human resources, business development and federal personnel 

programs.  
 

3) Thank God For Monday with Brother Greg Cellini, Saturday, March 13 

Cornelia Gamlem and Barbara Mitchell, co-authors of “The Big Book of HR,” are nationally renowned 

influencers in the business and human resources communities.  They discussed the complex challenges of 

managing people and making the workplace equitable for everyone. Program time: 30 minutes.   
 

4) From the Stands, Sunday, March 14  

A look at women trailblazers in the world of sports, including Sarah Thomas, Callie Brownson, Jennifer 

King, Violet Palmer, Sarah Fuller, and Becky Hammon. Segment time: 20 minutes 

 

5) Leadership with Darrell Gunter, Saturday, March 28 

A conversation with Leslie McIntosh, CEO of Ripeta.  Dr. McIntosh is an internationally known 

consultant, speaker, and researcher passionate about mentoring the next generation of data scientists, 

especially women. Program length: 30 minutes 
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Issue: Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many of them are eager to 

seek out Catholic-based and Catholic-enthused inspiration. Furthermore, the Catholic and academic 

communities within the walls of Seton Hall University’s campus also have an interest in exploring 

Catholic values as they are expressed through one’s vocation.  
 

Programming: WSOU helps address this need through the airing of “Personally Speaking with 

Monsignor Jim Lisante.”  The program is weekly conversations with prominent people from the worlds of 

entertainment, religion, politics, sports, journalism, and literature about some of the most personal aspects 

of their lives, including their faith. “Personally Speaking” airs Saturdays from 6:00 – 6:30 a.m.  
 

January 2: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Congressman Darin LaHood. LaHood has 

represented the 18th district of Illinois since 2015 and says he is “proud and honored to be Pro-Life”. He 

also speaks about immigration, Archbishop Fulton Sheen on the way to sainthood, & uniting the country. 
 

January 9: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by two-time Tony nominee and celebrated director, 

Michael Arden. Michael recently directed a new filmed version of “A Christmas Carol.”  
 

January 16: Monsignor Jim Lisante speaks with television host Kathie Lee Gifford about her book is 

called, “It’s Never Too Late: Make the Next Act of Your Life the Best Act of Your Life.”  
 

January 23: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by one of the best long-distance runners in the world, 

Olympic champion Galen Rupp. He recites the rosary while running and says his faith life keeps him 

anchored. 
 

January 30: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with by actor and singer Hunter Ryan Herdlicka about his 

life, career, family, and faith. 
 

February 6: Pulitzer Prize winning reporter, author, and New York Times columnist Timothy Egan 

discusses with Monsignor Jim Lisante his latest book, “A Pilgrimage to Eternity: From Canterbury to 

Rome in search of a Faith.” It’s an account of his pilgrimage changed his life. 
 

February 13: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Bishop James Conley from Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Bishop Conley announced recently to his diocese “with great joy” he has returned from his medical leave 

of absence. In December 2019, Bishop Conley took an 11-month medical leave of absence from his 

ministry. That month Bishop Conley was diagnosed with depression and anxiety, along with chronic 

insomnia and debilitating tinnitus. In announcing his leave of absence, Bishop Conley said he was sharing 

his information about his health in hopes of helping to lift the stigma associated with mental health issues 

and he speaks openly about this. 
 

February 20: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with British actor and singer Julian Ovenden. Julian has 

starred on Broadway and West End stages and is best known for his role as Lady Mary’s suitor, Charles 

Blake in the award-winning series “Downton Abbey.” 
 

February 27: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by actor Goran Visnjic. Goran is best known for his role 

as Dr. Luka Kovac in the Emmy Award winning hit television “ER” and stars in the film “Fatima”, based 

on the 1917 “Our Lady of Fatima” events. “Fatima” is currently on Netflix and available on DVD. 
    

March 6: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with Tony Award-nominated stage, film, and television 

actor Andrew Rannells, who stars in the Netflix film “The Prom.”  
 

More 
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March 13: Monsignor Jim Lisante’s is joined by Michael Dowling. Michael is the President and 

CEO of Northwell Health, the largest healthcare provider and private employer in New York State. 

Michael has written an inspiring and moving book called “After the Roof Caved In,” about his life as an 

Irish immigrant, from a poverty stricken childhood to becoming a CEO in America. 
 

March 20: Monsignor Jim Lisante guest is actor Will Yun Lee. Will currently stars on the hit ABC 

medical drama “The Good Doctor.” Will talks about his life, his career as an Asian-American actor, his 

family and faith. 
 

March 28: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Ryan T. Anderson. Ryan is the new president of the 

“Ethics and Public Policy Center” and speaks about Big Tech and censorship. 
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Issue:  Individuals can easily feel overwhelmed by call the challenges facing humankind – climate 

change, famine, war, poverty, social injustice, economic injustice, violence, lack of access to adequate 

healthcare, racism, sexism, and so much more.  People throughout WSOU’s listening area often seek 

solutions to these challenges and inspiration on how they might help repair the world around them.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Making Contact,” a weekly program that analyzes 

critical social and environmental issues and showcases solutions in order to inform and inspire action. 

“Making Contact” airs Saturdays 6:30 – 7:00 a.m. 
 

January 2: The Fallen of 2020 – This program focuses on people who died in 2020 without 

notoriety. They include young blacks killed by police and those who died because of COVID-19. 
 

January 9:  Women Rising Radio: Women Challenge Capitalism – Women are challenging male-

dominated power structures, and creating alternatives to the profit-driven economic model of capitalism. 

Women Rising Radio features Jinwar, a women-led village in Northern Syria. And we meet worker-

owners of Up & Go, a cleaning cooperative in New York city. To place this global movement in historical 

perspective, we speak with feminist scholar Silvia Federici. Her books chronicle centuries of persecution 

and violence against women, including witch hunts carried out to steal women’s lands, knowledge and 

practices by capitalist nation-states. 
 

January 16:  70 Million: How the Asylum Process Became Another Carceral Matrix – The Trump 

administration issued numerous policies to systematically dismantle asylum as a legal right. They also 

locked up asylum seekers for months or years, until they either win their case, are returned to their home 

countries, or self deport. Reporters Valeria Fernández and Jude Joffe-Block follow two asylum seekers as 

they endure detention, legal cases, and family separation in the US, where they sought refuge.  
 

January 23: Self Care as Selfless Act: Mental Health at the Root of Activism – Activists in the Latinx 

immigrant community of Los Angeles share what they do to take care of their mental health. The issues 

these activists work on often impact their personal lives, and people who work in the service of others are 

particularly at risk of burnout and compassion fatigue. Self-care becomes a “selfless act” when it allows 

activists to stay healthy and do their work in a sustainable way. 
 

January 30: President Biden and America’s Expectation – Today, a divided nation experiences one of 

the most tumultuous presidential transitions in US history. Leaders from marginalized communities 

across the nation are watching, with cautious optimism, as Biden and Harris seek to tackle several serious 

crises amid a raging pandemic. Discussion guests include: Nicole Henderson, Communications Director, 

New Georgia Project; Eduardo Sainz, Mi Familia Vota, Arizona State Director; Luis Avila,  Aqui Se Vota 

(Here You Vote); Dr. Kimberly Ellis, Communications Director, 1,000 Women Strong and 

Creator/Founder, Black Politics Matter; Rosa Clemente, Organizer, Hip Hop Scholar, Former Vice 

Presidential Candidate.  
 

February 6:  One Long Night: Andrea Pitzer on the Global History of Concentration Camps – Today 

we use a lot of euphemisms: re-education camps, internment, work camps, prison camps, camps for 

internally displaced people. But before World War I, these prisons were known simply as concentration 

camps. They started in Cuba in the 1890s to control an uprising against the Spanish colonizers. Since 

then, concentration camps have proliferated across the globe, becoming a tool of choice for governments 

attempting to control large groups of people. Entire ethnic groups have been rounded up over the past 100 

years, incarcerated without trial, and held indefinitely, slowly starving to death or dying from disease and 

neglect. We talk with Andrea Pitzer about her book “One Long Night: A Global History of Concentration 

Camps.” She traces the evolution of the concentration camp, from 1890s Cuba to its modern-day forms in 

China, Burma and Guantanamo. 

More 



 

-2- 

 

February 13: Mirrors of Privilege: Making Whiteness Visible – A look at the file “Mirrors of Privilege: 

Making Whiteness Visible.” The film takes viewers on the transformational journey of white men and 

women who overcome issues of unconscious bias and entitlement. Producer, Dr. Shakti Butler explores 

what is required to move through stages of denial, to awareness, to making a solid commitment to end 

racial injustice.  
 

February 20: Canada’s Slavery Secret – A look at Canada and its history of Black enslavement. 

Canada, our northern neighbor, is rarely mentioned when we talk about the trans-Atlantic slave trade. In 

fact, we often equate Canada with being the safe space where Blacks escaped US slavery – the final stop 

on the underground railroad, so to speak. But Canada indeed has its own history of slavery – dating back 

to the early 1600s when the country was coined “New France” by European colonists.  The buying, 

selling and enslavement of Black people was practiced for two hundred years, ending only in 1834, when 

slavery was legally abolished throughout British North America. 
 

February 27: Geraldine’s Story: How Public Schools Are Failing Black Students with Dyslexia – Black 

students with dyslexia all too often carry a heavy burden in our public schools. This documentary centers 

around a grandmother who fought for years to get her grandkids — particularly her grandson — properly 

assessed for dyslexia. Like too many African American boys, Geraldine Robinson’s grandson had been 

erroneously labeled with an “intellectual disability” and deprived of proper reading remediation. 
 

March 6: The Pseudo-Science of Whiteness: Biology as a Social Weapon – Filmmaker Stephanie 

Welch explores the role that racist, unscientific propaganda has played in promoting white supremacy in 

the U.S. She traces the history of the Pioneer Fund, the primary funding source for research that claims to 

demonstrate that people of color are genetically and intellectually inferior. The Fund used such research 

to lobby for eugenic policies like forced sterilization and the restrictive 1924 Immigration Act, and to 

wage an unprecedented PR campaign to prevent passage of the Civil Rights Act. 
 

March 13: Part 1 of The Pandemic Inside: Covid 19 and Prisons – In a two-part series, we look at 

how COVID-19 has torn through prisons and how organizers are trying to push state and local 

governments to release people in prison in order to contain the spread of the pandemic. In part one, we 

focus on California. We take a look at why a prison, like San Quentin, is such a perfect environment for 

infectious diseases, especially an airborne one like COVID-19, how we might safely release large 

amounts of people currently incarcerated across the prison system, and what we’ve learned from past 

release programs like realignment. 
 

March 20:  Part 1 of The Pandemic Inside: Covid 19 and Prisons – In a two-part series, we look at 

how COVID-19 has torn through prisons and how organizers are trying to push state and local 

governments to release inmates in order to contain the spread of the pandemic. For Part 2, we talk about 

why vaccines aren’t an effective solution to ending COVID in prisons, and we also look at how re-entry 

has become harder during the pandemic. Then we head to a South Florida jail to learn why activists want 

to end pre-trial detention. 
 

March 27:  Women Rising Radio: Election Protection and Democracy Part Two – Election 

protection is increasingly seen as a critical issue in the United States, a nation that travels worldwide to 

“supervise” other nations’ elections. Since the gutting of the Voting Rights Act by the Supreme Court, 

there’ve been major problems with voter purging, voter ID laws, poll taxes or policies that make people 

pay to vote, closing of precincts, and other attempts to make voting harder for US citizens. But grassroots 

election protection and voting rights groups drove a massive surge of voters of color, in particular, to the 

polls in 2020 – turning out the incumbent Trump regime.  We speak with voter turnout expert Andrea 

Miller, union organizer Carolina Miranda, and pro-democracy activist Pam Wilmot, about what must 

come next to protect democracy in the USA.  
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Issue: Business and Personal Leadership 

While there is the saying “she/he/they is a natural born leader,” research shows that effective leaders are 

made, not born.  As the world becomes more complex with each passing year, every person needs a set of 

leadership skills to successfully navigate their professional and personal lives.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “Leadership,” hosted by business 

consultant, Stillman School of Business alumnus, and former Seton Hall University adjunct professor 

Darrell Gunter.  The program enlightens listeners on the best practices in leadership and shares the 

practical steps to improve the efficiency and effectiveness in their professional lives, and how those same 

steps can have application outside of work. “Leadership” airs Saturdays from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

January 2: Suchi Pathan of Eptology is the guest. She discusses how to create a humancentric work 

environment.  

January 9: Film makers Jerry Wachton and Joseph Stillman discuss their new documentary 

“Something in the Water,” which focuses on the social and economic disparity that exists 

in America during this era of division and upheaval. 

January 16: The guest is Tony O’Rourke, Vice President, Partnerships at Enago.  He talks about the 

joys and challenges of publishing scholarly works. 

January 23: Guest Andrew Frazier, CEO of Small Business Professional, talks about how to run a 

small business in a professional manner and the challenges faced by small businesses. 
 

January 30: Joyce Black, the author of “Trapped in Deception,” discusses making your own choices 

and how it affects your career and life. 
 

February 6: Artist Michael J. Morris discusses his work and its connection with Black History Month.  
 

February 13: “Diversity and Inclusion: A Frank Discussion” with the following guests: United 

Healthcare’s Tiffany Mack, Jamie Axelrod from the University of North Arizona, and 

Sonia (Rodriguez) Spicehandler, who is Vice President of Human Resources at TenFour. 

This one-hour talk discussed diversity and equity with these industry leaders.  
 

February 27: Gaffney Gunter is the guest. He discusses his success as an artist and as a franchise 

owner with McDonalds. 
 

March 6: The Guest is Peter Watts of Solutions, Inc. He talks about his efforts to use his expertise 

with technology to aid people who suffer from chronic conditions. 
 

March 13: Diversity and Inclusion Consultant Jo Burkholder lays out how companies and 

institutions can address equity in the workplace and why real leaders embrace and 

promote diversity. 
 

March 20: The guest is author Heather Monohan. Her book is “Confidence Creator,” and she 

discusses how to build your confidence at work as well as in your personal life 
 

March 27: A conversation with Leslie McIntosh, CEO of Ripeta.  Dr. McIntosh is an internationally 

known consultant, speaker, and researcher passionate about mentoring the next 

generation of data scientists, especially women. 
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Issue: Workplace Satisfaction and Career Advancement/Enrichment  

Whether it is a large multinational corporation or a small-town business, poor communication and/or 

leadership from management can leave workers confused or demoralized. A majority of Americans report 

being unhappy in their current job.  Now more than ever, American workers need help with finding a 

good work environment and making it meaningful.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Thank God For 

Monday.”  The program is hosted by Brother Greg Cellini, a former human resources executive who 

became a Franciscan Monk after more than two decades in the corporate world.  For a millennial’s 

perspective, Gino Piro joins Brother Greg most weeks as co-host. “Thank God for Monday” airs 

Saturdays from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Major topics for the quarter are as follows:  
 

January 2: Guest Richard E. Peck, President of Toastmasters International, provides information 

regarding how to improve communication and presentation skills. 
 

January 9: The guest is Brother David Migliorino. He discusses his life as a Franciscan Brother and  

the decisions he made to enter religious life. 
 

January 16: Danielle Holly, Chief Executive Officer of Common Impact, provides valuable 

perspective regarding interacting with non-profit organizations. 
 

January 23:  The guest is Jeffrey Diaz, the president of Jeffrey Diaz Consulting. He discusses his work 

with corporations and nonprofits to promote equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
 

January 30: Troy Nix, author of “Eternal Impact,” shares tips on how to be happier and more fulfilled 

with in your career.  
 

February 6: Richard “Nick” Nickless, Chair of the Board of the Association of Nutrition and 

Foodservice Professionals, discusses careers in the food industry and is work on celebrating Pride in 

Foodservice Week (February 1 - 4).  
 

February 20: A special one-hour program. Dr. Shawna Cooper-Gibson, Seton Hall University’s Vice 

President of Student Services and co-chair of the University’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Committee, joins host Brother Greg Cellini for a conversation about Black History Month and Seton 

Hall’s recently enhanced diversity efforts.  
 

February 27: The guest is Kathleen Neville, author, speaker, and global authority on sexual 

harassment, gender equality, discrimination and misconduct.  Kathleen talks about Champion Conduct, 

her latest project.   
 

March 6: In anticipation of International Women’s Day on March 8, Brother Greg speaks with 

Allison Kelly Jones, a military veteran, author, and expert in human resources, business development and 

federal personnel programs. 
 

March 13:  Cornelia Gamlem and Barbara Mitchell, co-authors of “The Big Book of HR,” are 

nationally renowned influencers in the business and human resources communities.  They discussed the 

complex challenges of managing people and making the workplace equitable for everyone. 
 

March 20:  Steuben Vega, Deputy Director of the Workforce Unit at The Osborne Association, 

discusses his work and Social Work Month. 
 

March 27:  Ron Alford, author of “Redefining Possible,” explores ways to improve the quality of 

your life with simple changes and positive actions. 
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Issue: Understanding Catholic Belief 

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, yet many of them struggle with 

understanding their faith’s tenets, values, and teachings, especially in a modern context. Catholics and 

non-Catholics alike desire to better understand the Church in the 21st century.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the religious public affairs program “The Knightly 

Message.” Each week, The Knightly Message engages in a conversation about the teachings of the 

Catholic Church. The program is hosted by Seton Hall alumnus Andre Viola of Knights of Columbus 

Chapter 10563, who is often joined by fellow Knights of Columbus brothers, Seton Hall seminarians, and 

local Catholic priests. Discussions range from Church practices, Roman Catholic beliefs, being Catholic 

in contemporary society, Saints and Feast Days, prayer, and much more. The program airs Sundays from 

8:00-8:30 a.m. 

 

January 3:  Age limit in being a part of the College of Cardinals; The Baptism of Our Lord.  

January 10:  March for Life 2021; the Black Nazarene Tradition in the Philippines. 

January 17:  Preparing for Lent; Pope Francis’ COVID regulations for Ash Wednesday; “Cobra Kai” 

on Netflix. 

January 24: President Biden is America’s second Catholic President; Italy declares 2021 as Dante 

Year.  

January 31: Pro-Life Movement; Dismissive Culture; Choosing a Patron Saint; World Youth Day 

2023 

February 7:  Super Bowl LV; Pro-Wrestling coming together; Reflection on this week’s readings. 

February 14:  What to give up for Lent; Mardi Gras; 6th Anniversary of the program; Valentine’s day 

February 21: Lent; Pope Francis’ sermon on Ash Wednesday; Giving up electronics for Lent; 

Reflection on this week’s readings.  

February 28:  Concelebrated Mass & Concelebrated Eucharist (a story from Brazil); Difference 

between a Catholic Communion & Protestant communion; WandaVision’s latest episode. 

March 7: The Pope’s trip to Iraq; The importance of fasting; Reflection on this week’s readings. 

March 14: A deep discussion about the Pope’s historic visit to Iraq including its implications and 

meanings; Reflections on today’s reading. 

March 21: The Pope’s message to follow the footsteps of St. Joseph; Poland dedicating October 

2021 to St. Joseph; COVID vaccine experience.  

March 28: A moment of prayer for the victims of the latest mass shootings; Palm Sunday Traditions; 

Meaning of Palm Sunday.    
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Issue: Embracing and Understanding Catholic Belief 

Catholics numbers in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, yet many of them struggle with 

understanding their faith’s tenets, values, and teachings, especially in a modern context. Conversations 

with community members in WSOU’s listening area have revealed that both Catholics and non-Catholics 

alike wish to better understand the Church’s teaching and role in the 21st century.   

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Catholic Café,” which 

airs Sundays from 8:30-9:00 a.m.  The Catholic Café engages a variety of guests each week in 

conversation about the teaching of the Catholic Church. The program is hosted by Deacon Jeff 

Drzycimski, Sam Rodriguez, and Tom Dorian. Major topics for the quarter are as follows: 

January 3:  Back To Basics – When we evangelize, we will be much more effective in 

communicating the Kerygma and reaching more people when we go back to the basics of 

our faith. 

January 10:  Best Practices – If you have ever struggled with the concept of sharing the Gospel with 

everyone you know, then you have probably also wondered if there was a list of Best 

Practices for evangelizing this culture. Now, there is. 

January 17:  The Why of evangelization – We must never forget to keep the main thing the main thing. 

And we must never forget the WHY of evangelization. We can do so much more when 

we realize He is our strength and our inspiration. 

January 24: Longevity Advantage – Realizing that the Catholic Church has been around for 2000 

years is one of the most powerful tools in evangelizing. People are more willing to join 

an institution they know has been here a long time and will be here for a long time more. 

January 31: More Best Practices – Continuing his 10 best practices for evangelizing, the Decalogue 

for Evangelization, Deacon Jeff suggests we meet people where they are, rather than tell 

them where they are supposed to be. 

February 7:  Feed a Man to Fish – The old saying that if you give a man a fish you feed him for a day, 

but if you teach a man to fish you feed him for life is true for evangelization as well. 

February 14:  Marriage – Many couples struggle in their marriages as the world continues to bring 

doubt and division into what was meant to be a holy, sacramental communion. Guests 

Bill Donaghy and John Edwards discuss the beauty and gift of marriage. 

February 21: Collaboration – Most folks agree that pretty much all good things that get done are done 

with the help of more than one individual. The same goes for evangelization. The most 

successful evangelizing usually takes place with a collaborative effort.  

February 28:  Personhood – If you have ever wondered why the Church has always been so concerned 

about the dignity of every single human being, then you need look no further than the 

concept of personhood. 
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Issue: International Relations and News  

No other radio market in the United States is as culturally diverse and populated with people from all over 

the world than the New York market.  Virtually every country in the world is represented by individuals 

living within WSOU’s signal range.  And with the area a critical hub in the global economy, the 

community WSOU serves is very interested in international relations and global issues.   
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing the podcast “Global Current,” which is produced by 

students in Seton Hall’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations.  For their spring 2021 season, 

which began airing on March 7, the “Global Current” is heard on Sundays from 8:30 – 9 a.m.  Student 

Valentina Orejarena is the host. 
 

March 7: Ticking Atomic Bomb: The Iran Nuclear Deal 

U.S.-Iran relations are back in the spotlight amid signals by the Biden administration that 

it is willing to rejoin the Iran Nuclear Deal. However, both sides have yet to open formal 

talks even as Iran is set to elect a new president - one who may be less willing to cut a 

deal. Global Current analysts Liam Brucker-Casey and Mark Gorman break down the 

current state of the deal, the stakes for each side, and potential options for the Biden 

administration and the Islamic Republic. Before this discussion, News Briefer Shweta 

Parthasarathy updates listeners on pressing news around the world.  
  

March 14: Prince Under Fire: The Jamal Khashoggi Report 

Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s 35-year-old Crown Prince and de facto ruler, has 

long been suspected of orchestrating the 2018 murder of Jamal Khashoggi, a journalist 

critical of the prince. Now, with the release of an unclassified U.S. intelligence report 

directly linking Salman to the killing, calls are growing for U.S. President Joe Biden and 

other nations to break ties with the prince altogether. Global Current analysts Daniela 

Maquera Sardon and Drew Starbuck break down the killing, discuss what to make of the 

new report, and speculate on how it will affect broader U.S.-Saudi relations.  News 

Briefer Andrea Hebel updates listeners on pressing news around the world. 
 

March 21: Investigating Israel: ICC War Crimes Probe Targets Palestine Conflict 

The International Criminal Court has opened a preliminary probe into war crimes 

committed during the Israel-Palestine conflict. Israel, which is not a party to the Rome 

Statute that governs the court, has denied all allegations and called on allies to reject the 

investigation. Meanwhile, many human rights observers are celebrating the move, saying 

that Israel is being held accountable for crimes committed during its occupation of 

Palestine. Global Current analysts Annie Hebel and Jackie Ballard break down the 

investigation, its supporters and detractors, and what it means for Israel and its allies. 

Before this discussion, News Briefer Daniela Maquera updates listeners on pressing news 

around the world. 
 

March 28: Ten Years Later: The Syrian Refugee Crisis  

As the world marks the tenth year of the Syrian Civil War, refugees displaced by the 

conflict see no relief in sight as fighting continues. The decade-long war has destroyed 

most of Syria's infrastructure, while continued threats of terrorism, food insecurity, and 

government repression make it impossible for many to return. Global Current analysts 

Hamzah Khan and Liam Brucker-Casey we recap the conflict, analyze the current 

situation, and explore implications for the future of the crisis. News Briefer Kasia 

Kostraba updates listeners on pressing news around the world. 
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Issue: Staying Connected with Your Catholic Faith During a Pandemic  

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area and during COVID-19 pandemic, many 

churches have closed their doors to the public, leaving the faithful unable to participate in Mass.  As the 

radio station of the region’s leading Catholic university, people within WSOU’s coverage area look to 

Seton Hall as a source for Catholic teaching and programming on Sundays.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the airing of a weekly Mass on Sundays from 10 – 

10:30 a.m. until February 28, when Mass expanded to a one-hour service broadcast from 10 – 11 a.m. 

This broadcast allowed individuals to remain connected to the Catholic Church by listening to the 

celebration of the Mass from the safety of their own homes. 
 

Issue:  In a world full of crisis, despair, injustice, poverty and outright evil, many people in the 

New York metropolitan area seek inspiration and hope during the troubled times of the 21st century. 
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Christopher Closeup,” a weekly program that 

features inspiring conversations with individuals who are marking a difference in the world and who have 

found direction through their faith.  Hosted by Toni Rossi, the program aired Sundays 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

until February 28, when Mass expanded to a live one-hour service.  
 

January 3:  Scott Hamilton, the Olympic gold medal-winning figure skater, discusses his new 

podcast “Live Your Days,” how he went from an adopted child with low self-esteem to a 

confident athlete, how he came to be a Christian believer as an adult, and how his faith 

helped him through battles with cancer and three brain tumors. 
 

January 10:  Jim Wahlberg Part 1 – The filmmaker and author of “The Big Hustle: A Boston Street 

Kid’s Story of Addiction and Redemption” discusses the reasons he started drinking 

alcohol at age eight, and how encounters with a wise priest and Mother Teresa while he 

was in prison served as a conduit of God’s grace in his life. 
 

January 17:  Jim Wahlberg Part 1 – The author and filmmaker continues further discusses his recovery 

from addiction, how God’s love helped him forgive his father’s shortcomings, and how 

he responded when he learned that his own son was an addict. 
 

January 24: Becky Eldredge discusses the family crisis that inspired her book “The Inner Chapel: 

Embracing the Promises of God” and offers ways that we can find the sacred space inside 

ourselves that allows us to connect with God during good and turbulent times. 
 

January 31: ABC News correspondent Adrienne Bankert talks about her book “Your Hidden 

Superpower: The Kindness That Makes You Unbeatable at Work and Connects You 

With Anyone” and how all of us can intentionally practice kindness in our own lives. 
 

February 7:  Technology expert Katie Linendoll discusses ways that technology can make a positive 

difference in people’s lives, the roots of her Catholic faith, and how she never misses 

Mass on Sundays, even when traveling to some of the most exotic places on earth.   
 

February 14:  First, singer-songwriter Sarah Hart talks about her album “And Lovely It Is”  

and her search for peace and joy in the chaos of life.  Then children’s book author Kristin 

Maher discusses helping kids identify and overcome feelings of debilitating shame – and 

what role God can play in the process.   
 

February 20: In a sequel to an interview done several months ago about a miraculous cure Shannon 

experience after receiving the Eucharist, Shannon Lapp and her mom Kelly Ann Hickey 

Lynch discuss Shannon and her husband’s adoption of a child and the unexpected 

pregnancy that was miraculous in its own way. 
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Issue: The Importance of increased unity between the Catholic Church and the Jewish Community. 

Years of discord between the two cultures and religions has resulted in issues and misunderstandings. In 

recent times, efforts are being made to bring people together based on the ties between Christianity and 

Judaism. The Catholic Church has put itself in the forefront of improving relations. 

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews.” 

The program is hosted by Father Lawrence Frizzell, who is the Director of Judeo-Christian Studies at 

Seton Hall University. The show brings together various aspects of Christianity and Jewish culture in an 

effort of understanding. The Kinship of Catholics and Jews airs Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

 

January 3: The discussion centers on Pope Francis’ annual Message of World Peace. 
 

January 10:  The Feast of the Baptism of Jesus.  
 

January 17: Fr. Lawrence Frizzell speaks with Fr. Joseph Larecy for a discussion about Fr. Laracey’s 

systematic study of natural science and theology’s view of creation. 
 

January 24: Fr. Frizzell and Monsignor John Radano discuss how the word of God in the bible is used 

as part of Church liturgy. 
 

January 31: A conversation about the biblical story of the presentation of the Lord in the Temple, a 

Jewish tradition that is done 40 days after birth. 
 

February 7: Fr. Frizzell discusses the Ten Commandments and the role they play in today’s culture. 
 

February 14: Fr. Frizzell interviews Sr. Eileen Shuler who discusses her work on Christian-Jewish 

dialogue and her work on interpreting the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
 

February 21: Dr. Michael Stebbins, chairman of the Lonergan-Toth Institute, discusses faculty 

development in relation to the work of Bernard Lonergan. 
 

February 28: Fr. Frizzell discusses the Pope’s Lenten Message for 2021. The topic is reaching out to 

help others who are suffering  because of the pandemic. 
 

March 7: A conversation about the Feasts of St. Patrick and St. Joseph 
 

March 14: The topic is the effort by the Catholic Church to work with Muslims and Jews. 

 

March 21: The discussion is on The World Council of Churches and the issue of Unity. 

 

March 28:  An exploration of, and reflections on, Palm Sunday. 
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Issue: Current Events. 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through its weekly public affairs program “Pirate News 

Desk.” Pirate News Desk is a weekly news talk show produced by the WSOU News Department and 

hosted by a rotating casts of student journalists. The show highlights national, international, New York, 

New Jersey, campus, lifestyle, and entertainment news. In addition, the news team conducts interview 

segments and covers events in the metropolitan area.  “PND” airs Sundays from 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

January 3:  Stories Covered: The latest on COVID-19 stimulus checks; Upcoming Georgia Senate 

runoff elections news; Home gym systems; Expanding electric car charging stations; 

Dancing robots; Retired plumber Steve Etches proves exceptional at finding dinosaur 

fossils.  

January 10: Stories Covered: The January 6 insurrection and Capitol Building riots; New Jersey 

Covid Mega-Sites begin to open; California offers extra Vaccines to lower priority 

citizens; Elon Musk becomes the world richest person; Nickelodeon to air NFL Wild 

Card game. 

January 17: Stories Covered: Biden Administration to unveil a stimulus check plan; Donald Trump 

impeached a second time; New Jersey records record numbers for the Coronavirus 

Vaccine availability; Fort Dix federal prison receives Coronavirus vaccines; NASA 

reports that 2020 is tied for hottest year on record; German programmer forgets Bitcoin 

password. 

January 24: Stories Covered: President Joe Biden’s inauguration; The first days of the Biden 

presidency; The latest updates on the pandemic; Amazon helping with COVID-19 

vaccines; Sara Thomas to become first female Superbowl referee.; New York Jets hire 

Rob Saleh as head coach; The Bernie Sanders mittens meme 

January 31: Stories Covered: Feature story on the start of Seton Hall’s spring semester; Biden’s 

executive orders; Johnson and Johnson vaccine proven to be effect against coronavirus; 

Australian Open hosts mask-less crowd;  Game Stop stock craziness. 

February 7:  Stories Covered: New Jersey Blizzard recap; New Jersey-based Johnson and Johnson 

submits application for emergency authorization for its vaccine; New species of 

chameleon discovered; Super Bowl LV preview; “Be The Match” interview on matching 

patients and donors for bone marrow transplants, with a special look at a patient in need 

in New Jersey.  

February 14: Stories Covered: Dr. Fauci predicts the COVID vaccine will be available to everyone by 

April; The Biden Administration stopping negotiations with China about banning Tik 

Tok in the U.S.; Indoor dining in New York City opening at 25% capacity; Atlantic City 

Casinos utilizing online betting to weather the pandemic; Seton Hall’s Myles Powell, 

Romaro Gill, and Quincy McKnight getting drafted in the NBA; Mark Cuban and the 

Dallas Mavericks not playing the national anthem 

 

More  
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February 21: Stories Covered: Texas winter storms and power outages; Senator Cruz goes to Cancun; 

Snowstorms continue to pound the U.S.; Harsh weather across the country is slowing 

down vaccine shipments; UN releases a report that call on the world to do more to protect 

our natural environment; NASA rover lands on Mars. 

February 28: Stories Covered: President Biden orders airstrikes on Syria; The latest updates on Covid 

Vaccines rollout; House passes $1.9 trillion relief package; Best Buy cuts jobs as it 

moves more toward online service; Tiger Woods car accident; Middle School principal 

fixes student’s haircut. 

March 7: Stories Covered: Mask mandates being lifted in certain states; New Jersey expanding 

who is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine; Rowan University to reopen in the fall; New 

York looking for ways to bring back live performances for those who are vaccinated; The 

host of the Bachelor franchise, Chris Harrison, is removed from the show; New scientific 

developments about cuttlefish. 

March 14: Stories Covered: IRS begins processing COVID relief checks; Presidnet Biden hopes to 

have every adult American eligible for the vaccine by May 1or earlier; Chris Harrison set 

to return as Bachelor host; $27 million civil settlement made to the family of Geroge 

Floyd; One-year anniversary of Breonna Taylor's death. 

 

March 21:  Stories Covered: First Lady Jill Biden visits New Jersey to promote the American Rescue 

Plan; Mass shooting in and around Atlanta; Violent storms in Alabama; Disneyland set to 

re-open; Spring break travel during the pandemic. 

 

March 28: Stories Covered:  President Biden doubles his vaccine goal for his first 100 days of 

office; Rutgers requiring all students who want to be on campus next fall to get the 

vaccine; Colorado shooting and gun restrictions; Ship stuck in Suez Canal; Fox News 

sued over claims of election fraud; Gender inequality in the NCAA basketball 

tournaments. 

 


