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Note: The State of New Jersey’s extended statewide COVID-19 state of emergency resulted in the temporary suspension of some 

of WSOU’s weekly public affairs programming during the third quarter of 2020. As state and campus restrictions were lifted 

toward the end of the quarter, some additional public affairs programming returned to the air. 
 
 

Issue: Register to Vote 

Each year, millions of Americans find themselves unable to vote because they missed the registration 

deadline or are not sure how to register to vote. It is important for American citizens to be fully franchised 

and exercise their right to vote.    
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue throughout the month of September through an on-air 

campaign designed to education listeners about their options for how to register to vote and to remind 

them of registration deadlines. The campaign also provided examples of why voting is important and why 

no one should ever sit an election out.  Between September 1 and 30, WSOU aired 672 minutes of content 

on this issue. The station also used its website and social media platforms to remind people to register 

vote and to provide links to registration resources and information. 
 

 

Issue: Local, National, and International News 

The news is always changing and audience research on WSOU’s listeners indicates that the station is the 

only source of broadcast news for a subset of the station’s audience.  Without news reports from a 

verified and reputable source, these listeners might not get any “real news” in their daily media diet.  In 

addition, all listeners benefit from being made aware of the day’s news and critical issues facing the 

region, the nation, and the world.   
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this need through the airing of an hourly two-minute newscast from 

July 1 through August 22 between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. Monday – Saturday. Beginning August 24, WSOU 

expanded its newscasts to include two 90-second newscasts per hour between 6 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 7 p.m. 

Monday through Friday. These newscasts are a critical part of WSOU’s mission to serve “the public 

interest, convenience, and necessity,” while also fulling its pre-professional development mission to 

nurture the next generation of broadcast journalists.  The “89.5 News Update” provides a concise 

summary of local, national, and international news, plus sports and weather.  Vital COVID-19 news 

and/or coverage of local social justice protests are incorporated into the newscasts as needed.  
 

Issue: COVID-19 Pandemic 

New Jersey and New York were major epicenters of COVID-19 during the earliest months of the 

pandemic and the region remains highly vigilant about controlling community spread.  In addition, the 

local economy has been profoundly impacted by the recession caused by the pandemic.  As a result of all 

of this, WSOU’s listeners remained very interested in COVID-19 news and information during the third 

quarter.  
 

Programming: Throughout the quarter, WSOU addressed this issue by providing regular updates on the 

COVID-19 outbreak.  These “WSOU News Coronavirus Updates” contained breaking COVID-19 news, 

information on local/state/regional/national responses to the pandemic, interviews with medical experts, 

reports on the economic consequences of the pandemic, and other vital information for listeners.  In 

addition, WSOU aired PSAs about how listeners could reduce their chances of infection and help slow 

community spread of COVID-19 through social distancing, hand washing, mask wearing, and other 

measures.  Between July 1 and September 30, WSOU aired more than 500 minutes of content on this 

issue.  
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Issue:  Individuals can easily feel overwhelmed by call the challenges facing humankind – climate 

change, famine, war, poverty, social injustice, economic injustice, violence, lack of access to adequate 

healthcare, racism, sexism, and so much more.  People throughout WSOU’s listening area often seek 

solutions to these challenges and inspiration on how they might help repair the world around them.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Making Contact,” a weekly program that analyzes 

critical social and environmental issues and showcases solutions in order to inform and inspire action. 

“Making Contact” aired Sundays 8:00 – 8:30 a.m., until September 19, when it returned to its “pre-covid” 

time slot on Saturdays 6:30 – 7 a.m. 
 

July 5:  The End of Policing – Alex Vitale is Professor of Sociology and coordinator of the 

Policing and Social Justice Project at Brooklyn College. In this episode, he shares insights from years of 

research and work. Vitale’s book “The End of Policing,” is a study of police history as a tool for social 

control that continues to exacerbate class and racial tensions. Vitale also goes deep into the shortcomings 

of reform and, in contrast, deepens the conversations around meaningful alternatives to ultimately ask 

people to consider ending our current forms of policing.  
 

July 12:  The End of Student Debt: Free College and Debt Strikes – Forty-four (44) million 

Americans hold over 1.6 trillion dollars of student debt and the cost of higher education continues to 

skyrocket. It’s the poor, people of color, and women who are most severely impacted by college debt and 

the COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the vulnerability of debt when people are unable to find jobs or pay 

off loans. This week, Making Contact looks at two solutions to the debt crisis. First, reporter Kathryn 

Styer Martinez takes a look at a free school called Berea College in Kentucky. Then, we discuss the 

politics of debt and how to organize a debt strike, with Thomas Gokey from the Debt collective. 
 

July 19:  The Great Divide: Racism, Wealth Inequality, and Elections – Acclaimed author Ian 

Haney López talks about his new book, “Merge Left: Fusing Race and Class, Winning Elections, and 

Saving America.”  He explores the links between current wealth and race inequality, elections, and how 

coded racism has evolved in the Trump era.  He looks at ways we can proactively build cross-racial 

solidarity to diminish barriers between us.  Professor Ian Haney López holds an endowed chair as the 

Chief Justice Earl Warren Professor of Public Law at the University of California, Berkeley. 
 

July 26: The Bombing of MOVE, 35 Years Later (Updated) – This radio adaptation of the film, 

“Let the Fire Burn,” explores the controversial 1985 clash between police in Philadelphia and MOVE, a 

radical, non-violent, back-to-nature group. After a standoff with the group MOVE, Philadelphia Police 

dropped a bomb on the roof of MOVE’s home, killing 11 people including five children, and destroying 

approximately 61 homes. Thirty-five years later, Philadelphia is still known as “the city that bombed 

itself.” The city’s brutal show of force, unjustified to many, exists as part of a decades-long tradition of 

violent policing aimed at African-Americans. This updated episode presents additional information not 

included in the original May 17 broadcast. 
 

August 2 The Deep: Rising Sea Levels and Corporate Control of Water – On this episode of 

Making Contact, a look at the privatization of our earth’s most precious resource – water.  People around 

the world have been organizing against this privatization in the face of climate change and rising sea 

levels that threaten to contaminate our limited drinking water supplies. Come along with us to South 

Florida and Lagos, Nigeria to explore this issue. 

 

 

More 
 



-2- 

August 9:  A Thin Black Line: Press Freedom, Repression, and Surveillance – Journalists have been 

violently targeted by police and arrested alongside demonstrators at Black Lives Matter protests across 

the country. In this episode we will look at the struggle for press freedoms during a time of repression and 

surveillance. Featuring: Christopher Mattias, Journalist for Huffington Post; Kirstin McCudden, 

Managing Editor of the US Press Freedom Tracker; Nora Benavidez, Director of the US Free Expression 

Programs at PEN America; & Dave Maas, Investigative Researcher at the Electronic Frontier Foundation.  
 

August 16: Self Care as Selfless Act: Mental Health at the Root of Activism – Activists in the Latinx 

immigrant community of Los Angeles share what they do to take care of their mental health. The issues 

these activists work on often impact their personal lives, and people who work in the service of others are 

particularly at risk of burnout and compassion fatigue. Self-care becomes a “selfless act” when it allows 

activists to stay healthy and do their work in a sustainable way. 
 

August 23: Re:Work: [No] Child Left Behind, the School to Prison Pipeline – We often see children 

as innocents who need love, support, and stability. But not all young people are nurtured this way. Too 

often youth from marginalized communities of color are not seen as needing protection; instead they are 

treated as the ones we need protection from. We see this in this episode, brought to us from Re:Work 

Radio, with Phal Sok, who was once a kid in Long Beach forced to grow up too soon.  
 

August 30: On the Brink: Homelessness before and during COVID-19 – When the coronavirus 

pandemic hit the U.S., many of us were told to “shelter in place” in order to minimize the spread of 

disease. But, for a lot of people who are forced to live on the street, it is not possible to just close the door 

and retreat to safety. Today’s show is about homelessness. We start by following two women as they 

undergo several evictions, even though they are already living in encampments. And we talk about the 

impact these ongoing displacements have on their mental and physical health. Then, we take a look at 

how homeless communities are dealing with COVID-19 and finally, we talk about market forces in the 

housing crisis and how to fight for “the right to housing.”  
 

September 6: Frontline East LA: The Chicano Moratorium 50 Years Later – Fifty years ago, 30,000 

mostly Chicanos peacefully protested the disproportionate number of Latinos dying on the frontlines in 

Vietnam. They came from across the country to also protest substandard education, racism, police 

violence, and other issues negatively affecting Latinos. What started out as a peaceful march ended with 

an attack by riot-clad police, 400 arrests, and the deaths of four people, one of whom was Los Angeles 

Times journalist Rubén Salazar. The August 29th Chicano Moratorium wasn’t simply a rally that turned 

violent. It was a turning point in the Chicano civil rights movement and left a stain on Los Angeles that 

after half a century still hasn’t gone away. 
 

September 13: Essential: Gig Workers and COVID-19 – Gig Workers, drivers for app companies such 

as Lyft and Uber, are struggling during COVID-19. They’re considered essential workers, so they can still 

work but many of them aren’t making enough to cover rent. Many have chosen to stay home, facing 

economic insecurity. Those who work, however, are continuing to drive without much protection in the 

way of personal protective equipment, and very little help from the app companies themselves. This 

episode takes a look at the future of the gig economy and how to protect essential workers. 
 

September 19: Wolves at the Well: The Corporate Grab of Public Water – Water is critical to 

maintaining the balance of all life on Earth. It must be safe, accessible, and affordable. Some corporations 

claim ownership of fresh water sources to bottle and sell for profit. Others use water as a tool to extract 

oil and gas from the ground. In this episode, we’ll hear from communities fighting to keep big water 

bottling companies out of rural Oregon and protect water from oil/gas contamination in New Mexico. 
 

September 26: Election Protection and Democracy – Election protection is increasingly seen as a critical 

issue in the U.S. A conversation with Jennifer Cohn, Attorney, Journalist and Election Integrity Advocate, 

associated with National Voting Rights Task Force and Andrea Miller, IT Specialist and Founder of 

Center for Common Ground/Reclaim Our Vote and People Demanding Action.   
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Issue:  In a world full of crisis, despair, injustice, poverty, and outright evil, many throughout the New 

York metropolitan area seek inspiration and hope during the troubled times of the 21st century. 
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Christopher Closeup,” a weekly program that 

features inspiring conversations with individuals who are marking a difference in the world and who have 

found direction through their faith.  Hosted by Toni Rossi, the program aired Sundays 11:30 a.m. – 12 

p.m. until September 20, when the show aired from 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

July 5:  Monica Gabriel, advice columnist for Vanity Fair, talks about including God in your 

relationships 

July 12:  Author Peggy Weber discusses her book “Enough as You Are.” She talks about 

overcoming self-doubt and how to stop comparing yourself to others. 

July 19:  Former American Idol contestant David Archeleta talks about how he has coped with 

post-TV stardom. 

July 26: Singer Kristy Lee Cook talks about her faith and her work to rescue abused animals. 

August 2: Ashley Eckstein, the voice of Jedi-in-training Ahsoka Tano in the animated “Star Wars” 

series “The Clone Wars” and “Rebels,” discusses her faith, what it’s like portraying a 

character who is a role model to many, her dedication to removing the stigma from 

mental health challenges, and why she is so committed to promoting kindness after being 

cyberbullied several years ago. 

August 9:  Grammy-nominated gospel singer Mandisa talks about her faith and her battle with being 

overweight. 

August 16:  Singer PJ Anderson discusses his music and how he uses it to express and live his faith. 

August: 23: Thrive in Joy founder Jay Fagano discusses his foundation that was formed after his son 

died. He talks about how that death has formed his beliefs and morals. 

August 30:  Actor Alan Trinca discusses his career and the role his faith plays in his life. 

September 6: Author Marcie Houle discusses her book, “The Gift of Caring,” which examines the 

health care system and how it affects the elderly. 

September 13: Grammy-nominated pop and gospel singer Mandisa discusses her latest album “What if 

We Were Real,” the challenge of trusting God in difficult times, and the achievement of 

losing 100 pounds after a long-running battle with being overweight. 

September 20: Olympic gold medalist Laura Wilkinson reveals how her faith helped guide her through 

the victories and disappointments of her platform diving career and discusses her efforts 

to help young athletes achieve their dreams. 

September 27: Adrienne Bankert, an ABC News correspondent and author of “Your Hidden 

Superpower: The Kindness That Makes You Unbeatable at Work and Connects You 

With Anyone,” discusses how kindness has been the key factor in her personal and 

professional success, She offers insights on how all of us can more intentionally practice 

kindness in our own lives.  
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Issue: Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many of them are eager to 

seek out Catholic-based and Catholic-enthused inspiration. Furthermore, the Catholic and academic 

communities within the walls of Seton Hall University’s campus also have an interest in exploring 

Catholic values as they are expressed through one’s vocation.  
 

Programming: WSOU helps address this need through the airing of “Personally Speaking with 

Monsignor Jim Lisante.”  The program is weekly conversations with prominent people from the worlds of 

entertainment, religion, politics, sports, journalism, and literature about some of the most personal aspects 

of their lives, including their faith. “Personally Speaking” aired Sundays 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. until 

September 19, when it began airing on Saturdays from 7:00 – 7:30 a.m. 
 

July 5:  In this episode of Personally Speaking, Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by actor and 

singer Lucie Arnaz, daughter of Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, who talks about growing up with famous 

parents and how it has informed her relationship with her family. 
 

July 12: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Stephen Dubb, owner of the Beachwood 

Organization, which is the largest developer of single and multi-dwelling attached homes in New York 

State to discusses the future of the real estate market and how faith drives Dubb’s decision-making. 
 

July 19: Monsignor Jim Lisante speaks with Actor Reeve Carney about his Broadway career, his 

faith, and the values that mean the most to him. 
 

July 26: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Football Hall of Famer Kurt Warner for a discussion 

about his career, his family, and his faith. 
 

August 2: Monsignor Jim Lisante speaks with Christian author Anthony DiStefano who discusses 

the issue of hell and how we can focus on hope in this life.  

 

August 9: Monsignor Jim Lisante’s guest is Father Leo Patlinhug, an award-winning chef and TV 

host.  He discusses how he uses his cooking (and other) talents to promote the Catholic faith. 
 

August 16: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Jean Trebek, the wife of Alex Trebek, who discusses 

his battle with cancer and how the couple have dealt with the situation. 
 

August 23: Award-winning writer Tom Fontana is Monsignor Jim Lisante’s guest. Fontana talks 

about his work and how it affects his beliefs. 
 

August 30: Monsignor Jim Lisante speaks with Actor Alan Trinca, who discusses his career and the 

role his faith plays in his life. 
 

September 6: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with Alek Skarlatos, who is best known for his heroic 

efforts along with four others that stopped an armed terrorist on a Paris bound train in August 2015.  
 

September 13: Monsignor Jim Lisante’s guest is Republican congressional candidate Madison 

Cawthorn. Some call Cawthorn the new face of the GOP because of her emphasis on faith and family. 
 

September 19: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by actor and singer Andy Mientus, best known for 

starring in the Broadway’s Spring Awakening and Les Miserables, as well as in the CW series, The Flash.   
 

September 26: Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with actor Goran Visnjic. Goran starred as Dr. Luka Kovac 

in the Emmy award winning hit television series ER and currently stars in the new film Fatima based on 

the 1917 Our Lady of Fatima events.  
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Issue: Workplace Satisfaction and Career Advancement/Enrichment  

Whether it is a large multinational corporation or a small-town business, poor communication and/or 

leadership from management can leave workers confused or demoralized. A majority of Americans report 

being unhappy in their current job.  Now more than ever, American workers need help with finding a 

good work environment and making it meaningful.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Thank God For 

Monday.”  The program is hosted by Brother Greg Cellini, a former human resources executive who 

became a Franciscan Monk after more than two decades in the corporate world.  For a millennial’s 

perspective, Gino Piro joins Brother Greg most weeks as co-host. “Thank God for Monday” aired 

Sundays 11:00 – 11:30 a.m. until September 19, when it began airing on Saturdays from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Major topics for the quarter are as follows:  
 

July 5:  Real estate investor T.W. Lewis, author of “Solid Ground, speaks about building a 

foundation for a winning life and why today’s young adults often get bad advice about how to succeed. 
 

July 12: Frank Siano, Associate Director at Vault, discusses career development for students and 

how individuals can make meaningful contacts and impressions at career fairs.  
 

July 19: Steve Brown, author of “Automation Innovation,” talks about how key technologies will 

affect how the world works in the future. 
 

July 26:  Holistic nurse Jennifer Marcenelle discusses how to deal with stress and anxiety during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

August 2: A special one-hour discussion with Dr. Joseph Nyre, president of Seton Hall University, 

about the state of higher education today and its future in the era of COVID-19. 

 

August 9: David Dye and Karnin Hurt, authors of “Courageous Cultures,” on how to build strong, 

productive, and ethical workplace cultures.  
 

August 16: Univ. of Buffalo Prof. Erin Hatin talks about her book “Coerced,” which focuses on the 

plight of workers facing unfair rules and restrictions, exploitation, and/or relentless pressure at their jobs. 
 

August 23: Bruce Tulgan, author of “The Art of Being Indispensable At Work,” talks about how to 

become the go to person for others at the office – Part One.  
 

August 30: Bruce Tulgan, author of “The Art of Being Indispensable At Work,” talks about how to 

become the go to person for others at the office – Part Two.  
 

September 6:  Dr. Margaret Curlew, author of “Mom to Millionaire” shares insights on how to find the 

path to financial peace. 
 

September 13:  Virginia Buckingham oversaw security at Logan Airport in Boston on 9/11/2001. She 

became a target of intense criticism as a result. She has written a memoir call “On My Watch” and talks 

with Brother Greg about the impact the Sept. 11th terrorist attacks had on her professional and personal 

life. 
 

September 19:  Dr. Alexander Alonso, the Society for Human Resource Management’s Chief Knowledge 

Officer, discusses ways to improve employee/management relations. 
 

September 26:  Tracy Timm, author of “Unstoppable” shares steps we can all take to build a career that 

has a meaningful impact. 
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Issue: Business and personal leadership 

While there is the saying “she/he/they is a natural born leader,” research shows that effective leaders are 

made, not born.  As the world becomes more complex with each passing year, every person needs a set of 

leadership skills to successfully navigate their professional and personal lives.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “Leadership,” hosted by business 

consultant and Seton Hall University adjunct professor Darrell Gunter.  The program enlightens listeners 

on the best practices in leadership and shares the practical steps to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness in their professional lives, and how those same steps can have application outside of work. 

“Leadership” aired Sundays 10:30 – 11:00 a.m. until September 19, when it began airing on Saturdays 

from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

July 5:  This week’s guest is author Heather Monohan. Her book is “Confidence Creator” and she 

discusses how to build your confidence at work as well as in your personal life. 

July 12: Guest Jim Smith, president of Gan Analytics, talks about how his company has continued 

operating during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

July 19: Come to Newark’s Brian Ray is the guest. He discusses the great history of Newark and 

why it should be considered an appealing destination for people and businesses. 

July 26: Guest Art Nutter, CEO of both Patent Books and TAEUS Corporation, discusses what 

inspired him to launch a new approach to the way patents are distributed, paid for, and licensed in an 

effort to greatly reduce intellectual-property litigation across the global economy.  

August 2: This week’s guest is Philadelphia City Councilman Matthew Stitt. He discusses the issues 

facing his city and what changes are needed to improve the quality of life in a big city. 
 

August 9: Guest Jaco Ziljstra, founder and owner of Hard-Motos, discusses his passion for 

Motorcycles and how he turned that passion into a business. 
 

August 16: Guest Tracy Caliendo talks about being the mother of five children while maintaining a 

fulltime career in finance. 
 

August 23: This episode focuses on the employees of Razor Reese’s Salon in Willow Grove, PA and 

how they are keeping their business going in the midst of the pandemic.  
 

August 30: Guest Shedia Nelson, CEO of URGENT, Inc., talks about how she leads her Miami-

based nonprofit, which focuses on empowering youth to transform their communities. 
 

September 6: Guests Denise DJ Schultz, Erin McCuen Pease, and Patsy Meck discuss why the founded 

HAT Packs (Helping Around Town) to focus on feeding their community and ensuring that 250 children 

have enough food to eat.  
 

September 13: Guest Andrew Frazier, CEO of Small Business Professional, talks about how to run a 

small business in a professional manner and the challenges faced by small businesses. 
 

September 19: Topic: Financial Markets Update - Is a downturn about to happen? 
 

September 26: Author Norman E. Donoghue, II discusses his forthcoming book “Friends as Enemies: 

The Quaker Exile amid the British Invasion of Philadelphia, 1777-78,” and what the Philadelphia 

Campaign of the American Revolution can teach today’s leaders.  
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Issue: Staying Connected with Your Catholic Faith During a Pandemic  

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area and during COVID-19 pandemic, many 

churches have closed their doors to the public, leaving the faithful unable to participate in Mass.  As the 

radio station of the region’s leading Catholic university, people within WSOU’s coverage area look to 

Seton Hall as a source for Catholic teaching and programming on Sundays.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the airing of a weekly Mass on Sundays from 10 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. This broadcast allowed individuals to remain connected to the Catholic Church by 

listening to the celebration of the Mass from the safety of their own homes. 

 

 

Issue: The Importance of increased unity between the Catholic Church and the Jewish Community. 

Years of discord between the two cultures and religions has resulted in issues. In recent times, efforts are 

being made to bring people together based on the ties and strength between Christianity and Judaism. The 

Catholic Church has put itself in the forefront of improving relations. 

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews.” 

The program is hosted by Father Lawrence Frizzell, who is the Director of Judeo-Christian Studies at 

Seton Hall University. The show brings together various aspects of Christianity and Jewish culture in an 

effort of understanding. “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews” airs Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

 

September 20: Rabbi Asher Finkel discusses the Jewish High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. 

 

September 27: A discussion on the Jewish festival of Sukkot, including its connection to the Gospel of 

St. John.  

 


