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Note: The State of New Jersey’s extended statewide shutdown, the closure of the Seton Hall University campus, and 

the switch to remote learning and broadcasting – all due to the COVID-19 pandemic – resulted in the temporary 

suspension of some of WSOU’s weekly public affairs programming during the second quarter of 2020.  
 

Issue: COVID-19 Pandemic 

As the novel coronavirus spread across the United States, New Jersey and New York became a major 

epicenter of the pandemic.  (New Jersey ranked #2 in reported cases and deaths for most of the second 

quarter of 2020, while New York ranked #1 throughout the quarter).  WSOU serves both New Jersey and 

New York and thus WSOU’s listeners were very interested in COVID-19 news and information.  
 

Programming: Throughout the quarter, WSOU addressed this issue by providing hourly updates on the 

COVID-19 outbreak.  These “WSOU News Coronavirus Updates” contained breaking COVID-19 news, 

information on local/state/regional/national responses to the pandemic, interviews with medical experts, 

stories on how the coronavirus was impacting other parts of the United States and the rest of the world, 

reports on the economic consequences of the pandemic, and other vital information for listeners.  The 

hourly airing of these updates helped ensure listeners remained up-to-date and informed about this major 

public health crisis.   
 

In addition, WSOU aired hundreds of PSAs about how listeners could reduce their chances of infection 

and help “flatten the curve” through social distancing, hand washing, mask wearing, and other measures.  

Finally, the station used its website and social media platforms to help keep people informed and to 

provide links to resources.  

 

Issue: Local, National, and International News 

The news is always changing and audience research on WSOU’s listeners indicates that the station is the 

only source of broadcast news for a subset of the station’s audience.  Without news reports from a 

verified and reputable source, these listeners might not get any “real news” in their daily media diet.  In 

addition, all listeners benefit from being made aware of the day’s news and critical issues facing the 

region, the nation, and the world.   
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this need through the airing of an hourly newscast, beginning June 1. 

These newscasts are a critical part of WSOU’s mission to serve “the public interest, convenience, and 

necessity,” while also fulling its pre-professional development mission to nurture the next generation of 

broadcast journalists. The “89.5 News Update” provides a concise summary of local, national, and 

international news, plus sports and weather.  

 

Issue: Social Justice Protests 

After the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25, the nation has seen daily protests, and at 

times civil unrest, across the United States.  In cities large and small, rural towns, and quiet suburbs, 

Americans have marched and rallied to protest police brutality, systemic racism, social inequality, and 

economic injustice.  With New York and New Jersey seeing both peaceful protest and civil unrest, 

coupled with the regions well-documented racial and economic inequalities, news related to the Black 

Lives Matter movement is of interest to radio listeners in the NYC market.  
 

Programming: The station addressed this issue by providing regular news coverage of this developing 

and ongoing story.  Particular attention was paid to New Jersey-based protests and conflicts, which were 

often overshadowed in the media by the large-scale protests and violence in New York City.  Protests in 

Newark, Wayne, Clifton, Hoboken, North Bergen, and Trenton were covered by WSOU reporters, as 

were Juneteenth celebrations around northern New Jersey.  In addition, the station used its website and 

social media platforms to help keep people informed about this issue and to provide links to information 

and resources.  
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Issue:  Individuals can easily feel overwhelmed by call the challenges facing humankind – climate 

change, famine, war, poverty, social injustice, economic injustice, violence, lack of access to adequate 

healthcare, racism, sexism, and so much more.  People throughout WSOU’s listening area often seek 

solutions to these challenges and inspiration on how they might help repair the world around them.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Making Contact,” a weekly program that analyses 

critical social and environmental issues and showcases solutions in order to inform and inspire action. 

“Making Contact” airs Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
 

May 10: Two Revolutions, Many Secrets – In the midst of our stress and trauma dealing with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, it’s hard to imagine what stories we will ultimately tell our children and 

grandchildren. This week’s Making Contact episode is about two strong women who survived historic 

trauma, and the stories they later told their families.  During this time of social distancing, these stories 

remind us of the importance of being in relationship with our loved ones, and the healing power of 

sharing our experiences. 
 

May 17: The Bombing of MOVE, 35 Years Later – This radio adaptation of the film, “Let the Fire 

Burn,” explores the controversial, 1985 clash between police in Philadelphia and MOVE, a radical, non-

violent, back-to-nature group. After a standoff with the group MOVE, Philadelphia Police dropped a 

bomb on the roof of MOVE’s home, killing 11 people including five children, and destroying 

approximately 61 homes. Thirty-five years later, Philadelphia is still known as “the city that bombed 

itself.” The city’s brutal show of force, unjustified to many, exists as part of a decades-long tradition of 

violent policing aimed at African-Americans. 
 

May 24:  Essential: Gig Workers and COVID-19 – Gig Workers, drivers for app companies such 

as Lyft and Uber, are struggling during COVID-19. They’re considered essential workers, so they can still 

work but many of them aren’t making enough to cover rent. Many have chosen to stay home, facing 

economic insecurity. Those who work, however, are continuing to drive without much protection in the 

way of personal protective equipment, and very little help from the app companies themselves. This 

episode takes a look at the future of the gig economy and how to protect essential workers. 
 

May 31: Texts Not Jails! Before and After Covid-19 – Covid-19 has transformed jails and prisons 

into potential death traps for inmates and guards alike. Are there ways communities can be jailing less 

people in the first place? After someone is arrested, there are multiple court-ordered actions after they 

make bail. Often, missing any of these–especially court appearances–winds them up in jail. Reporter 

Jenny Casas goes to Palm Beach, Florida, where something as simple as texting has made a significant 

difference in people’s lives. 

 

June 7:   Data Boom! Rana Foroohar on Surveillance Capitalism – The biggest tech companies 

generate enormous wealth and power by harvesting information about people. It is called surveillance 

capitalism. As author Rana Foroohar puts it, as a commodity, data can be thought of as the new oil; and 

the Googles and Apples of the world, the new “too big to fail” tycoons. Foroohar is a Global Business 

Columnist and Associate Editor at the Financial Times. Her latest book is “Don’t Be Evil: How Big Tech 

Betrayed Its Founding Principles—and All of Us”. 
 

 

 

More 
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June 14: Say Their Names: George Floyd and the Movement to Uplift Black Lives – On May 25, 

2020, the nation ignited after a bystander posted a horrific video of Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin kneeling on George Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes. Now the movement to uplift Black 

lives, and to defund and dismantle police departments where officers disproportionately kill and brutalize 

African-American men and women, has grown to a point where it can no longer be ignored. In this 

episode, we hear from activists in Minneapolis, mourners in Houston, and we’ll go to our archives for an 

interview with the brother of Yuvette Henderson. She was killed by Emeryville police in 2015. 
 

June 28: From Juneteenth to Reparations: The Freedom Promise of Unfinished Resolve – 

Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day, is the oldest known celebration 

commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that 

Major Gen. Gordon Granger came to Galveston, Texas, to inform a reluctant community that President 

Abraham Lincoln, two years earlier, had abolished slavery in the U.S. In this show, we’ll explore the 

history of Juneteenth and we’ll expand our conversation of Juneteenth to include a case for reparations. 

The topic of reparations for African Americans has resurfaced with #BlackLivesMatter, elevating the 

discussion to the mainstream.  
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Issue:  In a world full of crisis, despair, injustice, poverty, and outright evil, many throughout the New 

York metropolitan area seek inspiration and hope during the troubled times of the 21st century. 
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Christopher Closeup,” a weekly program that 

features inspiring conversations with individuals who are marking a difference in the world and who have 

found direction through their faith.  Hosted by Toni Rossi, the program airs Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  
 

May 10:  Rich Donnelly, the 1997 World Series-winning baseball coach, reveals the ways in which 

he strayed from his Catholic faith and family during his career, what brought him back to 

God, and why his daughter Amy’s statement “the chicken runs at midnight” became a 

message from heaven after she died of cancer at a young age.  

May 17:  Paula Faris, ABC News correspondent and author of “Called Out: Why I Traded Two 

Dream Jobs for a Life of True Calling,” discusses the emotional and spiritual impact of 

her father’s death and the reason she had the words “Be Still” tattooed on her wrist.  

May 24:  Like a lot of people, Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt grew up thinking that forgiveness 

required the actions of two people: 1) the person who hurt you apologizing for what he or 

she did, and 2) you, who would grant that person forgiveness. In this episode, the author 

of the New York Times best-selling book “The Gift of Forgiveness: Inspiring Stories 

From Those Who Have Overcome the Unforgivable” explains the true meaning and way 

to forgiveness.  

May 31: Author Peggy Weber talks about overcoming self-doubt and appreciating the gifts you 

have in her book “Enough As You Are.” 

June 7: Actress Nicki DeLoach talks about her work with the Alzheimer’s Association in light of 

her father’s diagnosis. 

June 14:  Actress Bonnie Hunt discusses her life growing up in a large Catholic family in Chicago, 

why she pursued a career as a nurse, the devastation she felt after her father’s sudden 

death at age 50, and why she interpreted an unexpected encounter with a patient she was 

caring for as a sign from her father in heaven. 

June 28:  The second part of an interview with actress Bonnie Hunt. In this program, she talks 

about how her family’s Catholic faith impacted her lifelong faith, recalls her award-

winning film “Return to Me” and the friendship it spawned with actor Carroll O’Connor, 

and the selflessness she learned from her mom Alice, which continues to inspire her. 
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Issue: Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many of them are eager to 

seek out Catholic-based and Catholic-enthused inspiration. Furthermore, the Catholic and academic 

communities within the walls of Seton Hall University’s campus also have an interest in exploring 

Catholic values as they are expressed through one’s vocation.  
 

Programming: WSOU helps address this need through the airing of “Personally Speaking with 

Monsignor Jim Lisante.”  The program is weekly conversations with prominent people from the worlds of 

entertainment, religion, politics, sports, journalism, and literature about some of the most personal aspects 

of their lives, including their faith. “Personally Speaking” airs Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 10: In this episode of Personally Speaking, Monsignor Jim Lisante talks with Dave Gordon, a 

motivational speaking who discusses ways to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

May 17: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Republican Congressman Dan Crenshaw, who 

discusses dealing with the political divide of America in the era of Trump 

May 24: Monsignor Jim Lisante is speaks with Alek Skarlatos, who is best known for his heroic 

efforts along with four others that stopped an armed terrorist on a Paris bound train in August, 2015.  
 

May 31: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by award-winning writer Tom Fontana, who talks about 

his career in show business and keeping his faith.  

June 7:  Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Tony-nominated actor Josh Young.  He is best 

known for appearing on Broadway as Judas in the revival of “Jesus Christ Superstar”. 

 

June 14: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Actor Nick Fannucci, who talks about what he values 

most in his life, especially during the pandemic. 
 

June 28: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by actor and singer Reeve Carney. Until the pandemic 

closed theaters, Reeve was starring in the Tony Award-winning Broadway musical “Hadestown.” He 

talks about his career, family, and the faith and values that matter most to him. 
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Issue: Workplace Satisfaction and Career Advancement/Enrichment  

Whether it is a large multinational corporation or a small-town business, poor communication and/or 

leadership from management can leave workers confused or demoralized. A majority of Americans report 

being unhappy in their current job.  Now more than ever, American workers need help with finding a 

good work environment and making it meaningful.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Thank God For 

Monday” which airs Sundays at 11:00 a.m. The program is hosted by Brother Greg Cellini, a former 

human resources executive who became a Franciscan Monk after more than two decades in the corporate 

world.  For a millennial’s perspective, Gino Piro joins Brother Greg most weeks as co-host. Major topics 

for the quarter are as follows:  
 

May 10: Mike G. Lee - author of “The Guided Journey” - speaks about his book and how to find 

faith, purpose, and joy in life. 
 

May 17: Shawn Murphy - author of “Work Tribes” - discusses his book and the surprising secret 

to breakthrough performance, astonishing results, and keeping things together. 
 

May 24: Dean Karrel - author of “Mastering the Basics: Simple Lessons for Achieving Success in 

Business” - talks about how common sense, integrity, character, and the importance of self-confidence are 

the critical cornerstones of being successful and fulfilled in business. 
 

May 31:  Dr. Brian Lima - author of “Heart to Beat” - discusses ways to overcome adversity and 

create success for yourself. 
 

June 7 : Denise Dudley is this week’s the guest. She discusses her book “Work It” and how to 

find a job in a tough job market. 

 

June 14: A timely discussion with Theresa Douglas - Author of “Working Remotely”- who talks 

about the challenges of learning how to work remotely and dealing with the social and emotional issues 

involved. 
 

June 28: The co-author of “Great Work, Great Career,” Jennifer Colosimo, speaks with Brother 

Greg about a practical, mind-shifting approach to greatness for those seeking employment or questioning 

how to contribute in their current careers.  
 

 

Issue: Staying Connected with Your Catholic Faith During a Pandemic  

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area and during COVID-19 pandemic, 

churches closed their doors to the public, leaving the faithful unable to participate in Mass.  As the radio 

station of the region’s leading Catholic university, people within WSOU’s coverage area look to Seton 

Hall for as a source for Catholic teaching and programming on Sundays.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the airing of a weekly Mass on Sundays at 10 a.m. 

This broadcast allowed individuals to remain connect to the Catholic Church by listening to the 

celebration of the Mass from the safety of their own homes.  
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Issue: Business and personal leadership 

While there is the saying “she/he/they is a natural born leader,” research shows that effective leaders are 

made, not born.  As the world becomes more complex with each passing year, every person needs a set of 

leadership skills to successfully navigate their professional and personal lives.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “Leadership,” hosted by business 

consultant and Seton Hall University adjunct professor Darrell Gunter.  The program enlightens listeners 

on the best practices in leadership and shares the practical steps to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness in their professional lives, and how those same steps can have application outside of work. 

“Leadership” airs Sundays at 8:30 a.m.  

 

May 10: Guest James Smith, President of Gann Analytics, discusses how his company is dealing 

with coronavirus pandemic and the challenges of leading employees during a worldwide health 

emergency. 

May 17: Guest Alex Lazinica, the founder and CEO of Underline Science, Inc., talks about why he 

created the world’s first live-streaming and digital library platform to support the scholarly and scientific 

communities and the leadership skills he used to produce a more open and connected form of scientific 

and academic collaboration.  

May 24: Guest Leslie McIntosh, CEO of Ripeta and Executive Director of the Research Data 

Alliance, discusses why she is so passionate about mentoring the next generation of data scientists and her 

leadership efforts to improve scholarly research. 

May 31: Guest James Smith, President of Gann Analytics, is back for a conversation on how 

leaders can help companies and small business survive the deep economic downturn caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

June 7:  Guest Art Nutter, CEO of both Patent Books and TAEUS Corporation, discusses what 

inspired him to launch a new approach to the way patents are distributed, paid for, and licensed in an 

effort to greatly reduce intellectual-property litigation across the global economy.  

June 14: Guest Rich Bevan, President of the nonprofit Baker Industries, talks about the joys and 

challenges of his agency’s workforce development program that provides work opportunities and job 

readiness skills for hard to employ adults and how he goes about developing leadership skills in people 

with disabilities, in drug recovery programs, are homeless or on parole. 
 

June 28: Guest Jaco Ziljstra, founder and owner of Hard-Motos, discusses his passion and business 

for Motorcycles. 

 


