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Issue: Finding and Knowing your Faith 

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many yearn to better know and grow 

their faith.  As the radio station of the region’s leading Catholic university, people within WSOU’s 

coverage area look to Seton Hall for programming that draws inspiration from the liturgical season, 

current events, and timeless Catholic topics.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “American Catholic 

Radio” which airs Sundays from 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 a.m. Judy Zarick and John Feister cohost. 

 

January 5: The Most Rev. John C. Wester of Santa Fe (formerly of Salt Lake City), on the 

importance of the Creed. Judy Zarick welcomes blogger Susan Windley-Daoust, who employs humor 

while evangelizing her readers. John Feister’s guest, the Very Rev. James A. Wehner, S.T.D., of Notre 

Dame Seminary in New Orleans, offers suggestions for better understanding the New Evangelization. 

January 12:   John Feister discusses the connection between charity and evangelization with Carolyn 

Woo, Ph.D., former president of Catholic Relief Services. Judy Zarick visits with Lynn Goodman-

Strauss, founder of Mary House in Austin, Texas. The Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South 

Bend discusses commitment to the Christian life.  

January 19:  John Feister’s guest is pastor and liturgist Rev. Paul Turner, S.T.D. They discuss how the 

Mass can be a means to evangelize. Judy Zarick speaks with musicians Danielle Rose and Joe Melendrez 

about their understanding of the power of devotions. The Most Rev. Joseph R. Binzer, auxiliary bishop of 

Cincinnati, Ohio explains the ways that the Sunday Mass can evangelize to the entire parish community.  

January 26: The Most Rev. David L. Ricken of Green Bay speaks with Sharon Cross about 

discipleship and the family. Judy Zarick’s guest Megan McDonald recounts what happened when she 

asked her parents and sister accompany her on a mission trip to Guatemala. John Feister welcomes 

speaker and author Susan Vogt, who has lived in and written about the Christian family for over 30 years.  

February 2:  John Feister’s guest, the Most Rev. Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, Illinois, talks about 

the importance of the Church’s Rite of Exorcism. Judy Zarick learns how best-selling author Matt 

Baglio’s faith wa srenwed as he researched the background for his book The Rite. Franciscan Father Dan 

Kroger responds to these pastoral questions: What is the proper procredure to make a Holy Hour before t 

hBlessed Sacrament? What is the right way to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  

February 9:   Franciscan Father Hilarion Kistner responds to these biblically-based questions: Did 

Jesus mean that he would build his Church on an actual rock, or on the apostle Simon Peter? Who is the 

“Queen of the South” and what is “the Sign of Jonah”? How do we account for the differences in the 

two Genesis creation stories? When Laban and Jacob speak of the God of Abraham, the god of Nahor, 

and the Awesome One of Israel, are they referring to three different gods? Author, speaker, and 

broadcaster Peter Herbeck joins John Feister for a discussion of ways to encourage men’s spirituality. 

Judy Zarick talks with Father Jim Baraniak, who sees a relationship between belonging to the Church and 

playing team sports. 

More 

 

https://archdiosf.org/about-archbishop-wester
http://streetevangelization.com/winona/blog/
https://nds.edu/staff-members/very-reverend-james-a-wehner-s-t-d/
https://www.renewalministries.net/?module=Missions&event=Coordinator&coordID=20
https://jds12tot.omeka.net/items/show/32
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February 16:  John Feister welcomes Paul and Missy Parkison of the Christian Family Movement, for a 

conversation about the graces of the vocation to marriage and family life. Judy Zarick speaks with Pat 

Ennis, founder of The Third Option marriage program for couples whose marriages are in distress. 

Franciscan Father Greg Friedman responds to these pastoral questions: Can the American flag be draped 

over a veteran’s coffin during the funeral Mass? Must extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist take 

communion to the sick or home bound within a certain time limit following Mass?  

February 23: John Feister’s guest, author Chris Benguhe, chose to focus his writing on topics that 

really matter.  A conversation on what matters in life. Judy Zarick visits with Louise Pennartz, who 

despite suffering from Multiple Sclerosis, is active with the Wings of Peace ministry, helping to feed the 

hungry in Phoenix, Arizona. The late Franciscan Father Don Miller responded to these ethical questions: 

How can someone control his or her anger? Do suffering and death come from God?  

March 1:  John Feister and his guest, Franciscan Brother John Barker discuss what we can learn 

from the Gospel of Luke. Judy Zarick speaks with former Catholic school teacher and principal John 

Findlater, who promotes the benefits of Catholic education to school administrators. The late Franciscan 

Father Don Miller responded to these ethical questions: Can atheists be saved? Can a sin be forgiven even 

if we’re too embarrassed to confess it?  

March 8: The Most Rev. Joseph McFadden, late bishop of Harrisburg, Penn., explains why 

catechesis can be a means to evangelize. Judy Zarick’s guest, Alexis Ramsook, served as a catechist for 

teens at her Long Island, New York, parish and shares her experiences and insights. John Feister is joined 

by catechist and author Judith Dunlap, for a discussion of the importance of catechesis in the 

evangelization process. 

March 15: The Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry, auxiliary bishop of Chicago, explains how human 

experiences can lead us closer to God. John Feister speaks with pastor and author Rev. Mark 

Burger about the various ways that people can experience God. Judy Zarick visits with Heidemarie 

Martin, who spent a missionary summer with the Catholic Urban Project in Ypsilanti, Michigan.  

  

https://www.amazon.com/Chris-Benguhe/e/B001HD2YQ2%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/glendale/contributor/2016/03/17/wings-peace-serves-up-dignity-glendale-hungry/80990824/
http://www.catholicsoncall.org/john-r-barker-ofm
https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
http://licatholic.org/our-holy-redeemer-catechist-offers-teens-the-peace-and-wholeness-she-has-found-in-christ/
https://www.amazon.com/Judith-Dunlap/e/B001JS80G8
http://legacy.archchicago.org/thearchdiocese/bishop_joseph_perry.shtm
https://www.olvisitation.org/Parish/Parish-Information/Parish-Office-and-Staff
https://www.olvisitation.org/Parish/Parish-Information/Parish-Office-and-Staff
https://www.catholicurbanproject.org/
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Issue: Workplace Satisfaction and Career Advancement/Enrichment  

Whether it is a large multinational corporation or a small-town business, poor communication or 

leadership from management can leave workers confused or demoralized. A majority of Americans report 

being unhappy in their current job.  Now more than ever, American workers need help with finding a 

good work environment and making it meaningful.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “Thank God For 

Monday” which airs Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. The program is hosted by Brother Greg Cellini, a 

former human resources executive who became a Franciscan Monk after more than two decades in the 

corporate world.  For a millennial’s perspective, Gino Piro joins Brother Greg most weeks as co-host. 

Major topics for the quarter are as follows:  
 

January 4: In celebration of the Feast Day of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Diane Carr of the School of 

Theology at Seton Hall University speaks with Brother Greg and Gina Piro about St. Elizabeth and how 

she handled transitions in her life. 
 

January 11: Marianne Cantwell - author of “Be A Free Range Human” - discusses her book, and how 

to escape the 9-5, create a life you love and still pay the bills. 
 

January 18: Dr. Joseph Michelli - author of “The Airbnb Way” – talks about his book and 5 

leadership lessons for igniting growth through loyalty, community and belonging. 
 

January 25:  Dr. David Joyette - author of “How to Develop a Winning Self-image” - discusses his 

book, and provides perspective on achieving personal growth and development.  
 

February 1: In celebration of Black History Month, Darrell W. Gunter - President and Chief 

Executive Offer of Gunter Media Group and Host of the WSOU radio show “Leadership” - speaks about 

his experience as a Seton Hall student, his distinguished career and Black History Month.  
 

February 8: In anticipation of Valentine’s Day, Kathleen Neville - author of multiple books on 

workplace issues – talks about dating relationships in the workplace and office romance dos and don’ts. 
 

February 15: Mike G. Lee - author of “The Guided Journey” - speaks about his book and how to find 

faith, purpose and joy in life.  
 

February 22: Dr. Marianna Savoca - co-author of “A Good Job” - provides tips for making campus 

employment a high impact practice. 
 

February 29: Anna Maravelas - author of “Creating a Drama-Free Workplace” - offers perspectives on 

managing conflict, incivility, and mistrust in the workplace. 

March 7: In anticipation of Catholic Sisters Week on March 8 - 14, Sister Barbara O'Kane, MPF, 

Vocation Director-Sisters of the Religious Teachers Filippini, shares about her life as a Sister and talks 

about the vital work Catholic sisters provide.  
 

March 14:  Denise P. Kalm - author of “Retirement Savvy” - discusses her book and how to design 

one’s next great adventure: retirement. 
 

March 21: Shawn Murphy - author of “Work Tribes” – explains the concepts in his book and tips for 

breakthrough performance, astonishing results and keeping things together at work. (podcast only)  
 

March 28:  In anticipation of National Doctors’ Day on Monday, March 30, Dr. Brian Lima 

discusses his book “Heart to Beat” and how we can all overcome adversity. (podcast only) 
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Pirate News Desk is a weekly news talk show hosted by Robert Towey, WSOU’s News Director, and 

WSOU News Assistants Ronald Castaneda, Louis Ciabatoni, Liam Plate and Robert Ruszkowski. The 

show highlights national, international, New York, New Jersey, campus, lifestyle and entertainment news. 

In addition, the news team conducts interview segments and covers events in the metropolitan area.   

Programming: WSOU addressed these news topics through its weekly public affairs program “Pirate 

News Desk” (Sundays, 11:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.): 

January 5:  Stories Covered: Trump attacks Iraq, killing Iranian General Qasem Soleimani, New 

York sees high security alert; Jersey City council to vote on resolution to decide whether the nine 

members of the Jersey City BOE continue to be elected by the public or appointed by the mayor; Man 

indicted for slashing at least a half dozen people at a Hanukkah celebration near New York on six 

accounts of attempted murder; Forklift in Linden NJ, catches fire and spreads to a chemical transport 

plant, resulting in a two-alarm fire; New Jersey sees lack of snow, expected to see rise in late January; 

Wildfires continue to rage through southern Australia; Golden Globes release nominations for the 77th 

awards ceremony  

January 12:  Stories covered:  The implications of Iranian forces firing ballistic missiles on US bases 

in Iraq; Wildfires ravage Australia with 26 dead; 34-foot-high stacks of tumbleweeds create chaos in 

Washington State; Protestors gather in Trenton to kill a bill that would prevent parents to opt out of 

mandatory vaccinations on religious grounds; Amazon owned doorbell security company Ring fires 4 

employees for accessing users videos, raising privacy concerns once again. 6.4 magnitude earthquake 

knocks out power in Puerto Rico. 

January 19: Stories covered: The anniversary of Boland Hall fire on the Seton Hall Campus – 

interviews with survivors are featured along with ongoing efforts to improve fire safety on college 

campuses; Sam Springsteen, son of Bruce, sworn in as a Jersey City Fire Fighter; Elderly women with 

dementia found trapped in snow covered car; Official New Jersey state twitter account declares New 

Jersey as Bagel Capitol of the world; Jeopardy winner donates portion of winnings to cancer research; 

Delta airplane makes emergency landing, drops fuel on heavily populated parts of Los Angeles; New 

research shows sepsis kills millions more worldwide than previously estimated. 

January 26: Stories covered: New Jersey’s Jon Bon Jovi opens a soul kitchen for food-insecure 

students at Rutgers-Newark; A College of New Jersey freshman gets honored by the Girl Scouts with 

picture on the cover of thin mints box; A second teenager at a Texas high school was suspended and told 

he could not return to class until he cut his dreadlocks to be in compliance with the school's dress code; 

FICO announced that it will be updating its scoring model when determining a person’s FICO score, 

which is similar to an individual’s credit score; General Motors and Honda unveil an unusual mode of 

transportation; A look back on the past week of Senate impeachment trial activity.  

February 2:  Stories covered: Sea levels continuing to rise and what it means for New Jersey, as well 

as the entire planet; United States life expectancy finally stops declining; College Humor announces it is 

closing; the UK officially leaves the EU; Are there really coronavirus cures?; The Spitzer Telescope has 

officially been decommissioned; In the Heights by Lin Manuel Miranda is being adapted into a movie; A 

remembrance of Kobe Bryant.  

February 9:  Stories covered: The Chinese doctor who first reported about the Coronavirus has died; 

Four NJ High School Students assaulted their basketball coach after a game; A look at Super Bowl LIV 

ratings and commercial pricing; A witness who was going to testify against the MS-13 gang was killed in 

Long Island; Nike’s decision about the future of selling Kobe Bryant merchandise; Macy’s announces 

mass store closings over the next several years, a move that may impact New Jersey.  

More 
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February 16:  Stories covered: Seton Hall University halts China M.B.A. program amid coronavirus 

outbreak; Seton Hall officials announce plan that will likely result in the elimination of the decades-old 

mobile computing program which guarantees every fulltime student a laptop; A look at the status of 

Democratic primary race; The Trump Administrations announces that the U.S. Border Patrol Tactical 

Unit known as BORTAC will be deployed to sanctuary cities across the country; Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos’s contentious and controversial regulations on campus sexual misconduct may cement 

domestic and dating violence and stalking as forms of gender discrimination. 

February 23:  Stories covered: The latest COVID19 coronavirus updates; Twitter announces a 

misinformation points system as a way to fight inaccurate tweets; Athletes and Coaches respond to the 

Astros Sign Stealing scandal; Samsung accidentally sends a mysterious notification to millions of devices 

and phones; MGM Casino’s database hack exposes 10 million guests’ personal information; Google is 

sued by the New Mexico Attorney General over data of high school students; Kickstarter seeks to form 

the first-ever “white-collar” tech union.The programmer who created the copy/paste functions has died. 

March 1:  Stories covered: Coronavirus spreads to every continent except Antarctica; Additional 

updates on the COVID19 outbreak; Governor Phil Murphy looks to impose tax on cigarettes in New 

Jersey; Earth captures new moon which entered our planet’s orbit three years ago; Apple employee who, 

died in car accident, was playing a video game when his Tesla crashed into a concrete barrier; Man 

released from prison after 23 years, after being wrongfully convicted of double-homicide; Amazon opens 

biggest Cashier-less store in Seattle; Recap of 10th Democratic Presidential Primary debate. 

March 8:  Stories covered: The COVID19 pandemic, the situation in New York and New Jersey 

starts getting serious, fast; The NBA, NCAA, NHL, and MLB suspend games/operations due to the 

pandemic; DOJ arrests 600 tied to Mexican drug cartels; Charles Barkley sells NBA memorabilia for 

charity; Modell’s Sporting Goods goes bankrupt; Russian reconnaissance aircraft intercepted by NORAD 

near Alaska; Remember to wash your hands and other health tips. 

March 15: Stories covered: A round up of coronavirus news and developments, including Seton Hall 

and other schools moving classes online and some campuses closing; United Kingdom Teenager was sent 

home for school for selling squirts of hand sanitizers to his classmates; How Seton Hall seniors are 

feeling about the sudden disruption to their final few months of college; Why participating in the census 

is important; A review of ways to help protect yourself from COVID19 infection.  
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Issue:  In a world full of crisis, despair, injustice, poverty, and outright evil, many throughout the New 

York metropolitan area seek inspiration and hope during the troubled times of the 21st century. 
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Christopher Closeup,” a weekly program that 

features inspiring conversations with individuals who are marking a difference in the world and who have 

found direction through their faith.  Hosted by Toni Rossi, the program airs Sunday at 6:30 a.m.  
 

January 5:  August Turak, author of “Brother John” and a leadership expert, talks about the “dark 

night of the soul” that led him to a Trappist monastery in South Carolina and how his 

experience there change his life. He how advocates for leaders to practice service and 

selflessness in their professional and personal lives.  

January 12:  David and Mercedes Rizzo, authors of “Praying for Your Special Needs Child,” share 

practical advice on dealing with the challenges families face when a child has special 

needs such as autism and how to keep grounded in your Catholic faith despite difficulties.  

January 19:  Nationally certified addition counselor Father Alan Savitt reveals the roots of his own 

alcoholism, how he enter recovery, and how he now helps other addicts.  

January 26: Leah Libresco Sargeant, a Catholic convert and author of “Building the Benedict 

Option,” discusses Christian friendship and how to add pray and a prayerful community 

into your life.  

February 2: Shannon K. Evans, who wrote the book “Embracing Weakness: The Unlikely Secret to 

Changing the World,” talks about how accepting her own inner brokenness led her closer 

to Jesus and to becoming a more empathetic wife, mother, and person.  

February 9:  Award-winning documentary filmmaker Martin Doblmeier discusses his latest film, 

“Revolution of the Heart,” which profiles Dorothy Day, her conversion to Catholicism 

and her radical commitment to serving and living with the poor.  

February 16:  First, author and speaker Gary Zimak talks about his book of daily reflections “Given Up 

Worry for Lent: 40 Days to Finding Peace in Christ.” Then, Lisa Heney, founder of 

CatholicMom.com, talks about ways kids reflect God’s light in the world.  

February 23:  Dawn Raffel, the author of “The Strange Case of Dr. Couney,” tells the story of the early 

20th century showman who saved the lives of thousands of premature babies by 

displaying them in incubator exhibits at sideshows.  He also fought against the eugenics 

movement.  

March 1: In 1997, Rich Donnelly coached the Florida Marlins to a World Series victory. In this 

program, Donnelly discusses how he strayed from his Catholic faith and family during 

his career and what brought him back to God.   

March 8:  Singer-songwriter PJ Anderson discusses his album “Light+Dark,” hearing God’s 

message of hope and love in troubled times, and helping young people find faith.  

March 15:  ABC News Senior National Correspondent Paul Faris talks about her new memoir, 

“Called Out: Why I Traded Two Dream Jobs for a Life of True Calling,” and how we can 

all distinguish our faith calling from our vocational calling.  
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Issue: The Importance of increased unity between the Catholic Church and the Jewish Community. 

Years of discord between the two cultures and religions has resulted in issues. In recent times, efforts are 

being made to bring people together based on the ties and strength between Christianity and Judaism. The 

Catholic Church has put itself in the forefront of improving relations. 

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the program “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews.” 

The program is hosted by Father Lawrence Frizzell who is the Director of Judeo-Christian Studies at 

Seton Hall University. The show brings together various aspects of Christianity and Jewish culture in an 

effort of understanding. “The Kinship of Catholics and Jews” airs Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

 

January 5, 2020 

The Solemnity of Mary 

Fr. Lawrence Frizzell discusses the solemnity of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Fr. Frizzell utilizes scripture 

and early history of the church. 

 

January 12, 2020 

Baptism of Christ 

Fr. Lawrence Frizzell talks about the baptism of Jesus. Fr. Frizzell discusses various aspects on the theme 

of baptism and the relationship with John the Baptist. 

 

January 19, 2020 

Christian Unity 

Fr. Lawrence Frizzell and Msgr. John Radano discuss Prayer for Christian Unity. Msgr. Radano, who 

spent 25 years serving in the Vatican, talks about the issue as it relates to Christian Unity Week. 

 

January 26, 2020 

The Disputed Teachings of Vatican II 

Fr. Lawrence Frizzell interviews Father Thomas Guarino. Fr. Guarino tackles the issue in his book “The 

Disputed Teachings of Vatican II” 

 

February 2, 2020 

The Presentation 

Fr. Frizzell discusses teaching on the presentation of Jesus in the temple. Msgr. John Radano talks about 

the importance of Christ’s presentation as a symbol and tradition in the Jewish faith. 

 

February 9, 2020 

World Day of the Sick 

Fr. Frizzell interviews Fr. Zack Swantack, chaplain at Hackensack Medical Center. The issues focus on 

World Day of the Sick which occurs on February 11 and the events surrounding that day. 

 

February 16, 2020 

Culture of Dialogue 

Fr. Frizzell discusses the recent statement by Pope Francis on “The Culture of Dialogue”. He is joined by 

his assistant Jay Wolferman. They reflect on the meaning of the Pope’s statement on the need for 

improved dialogue between nations and society. 

 

More  
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February 23, 2020 

St. John Henry Newman 

Fr. Frizzell discusses the canonization of John Henry Newman. He is joined by Msgr. Richard Liddy, the 

head of the  Catholic Institute at Seton hall University. 

 

March 1, 2020 

Message for Lent 

Fr. Frizzell and Jay Wolferman discuss the recent message for Lent issued by Pope Francis. The program 

includes readings from the pope and interpretations by the host. 

 

March 8, 2020 

Catholic Education 

Fr. Frizzell discusses the benefits and issues surrounding Catholic education and the need to save it. He is 

joined by Seton Hall University Professor Michael Stebbins. 

 

March 15, 2020 

Holocaust Education 

Fr. Frizzell discusses Holocaust Education in the United States. Professor Thomas Fallaci is the guest. Dr. 

Fallaci is a professor at William Patterson University and is the author of “The Emergence of Holocaust 

Education in American Schools”. 

 

March 22, 2020 

Desire for God in a Secular Age 

Fr. Frizzell interviews Dr. Randall Rosenberg.  Dr. Rosenberg recently gave a lecture on “the Desire for 

God In a Secular Age” at Seton Hall. (podcast only) 

 

March 29, 2020 

Christian Ecumenism 

Fr. Frizzell talks with Dr. William Rusch on the topic of Christian Ecumensim. Dr. Rusch is a professor 

of Lutheran Studies at Yale University. (podcast only)  



Quarterly Issues & Programs 

WSOU-FM, South Orange, NJ 

First Quarter 2020 (January 2020 – March 2020) 

April 9, 2020 
 

Issue:  Individuals can easily feel overwhelmed by call the challenges facing humankind – climate 

change, famine, war, poverty, social injustice, economic injustice, violence, lack of access to adequate 

health care, racism, sexism, and so much more.  People throughout WSOU’s listening area often seek 

solutions to these challenges and inspiration on how they might help repair the world around them.  
 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue by airing “Making Contact,” a weekly program that analyses 

critical social and environmental issues and showcases solutions in order to inform and inspire action. 

“Making Contact” airs Saturdays at 6:30 a.m. 
 

January 4: Pollution Solutions. Megafarms and oil & gas producers in California’s Central Valley 

are some of the worst polluters of local air, soil, and water. We’ll hear how Central Valley residents are 

pushing back. Later, author Naomi Klein talks about her book, “On Fire: The Burning Case for a Green 

New Deal.” But first, we go to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, where we learn how six Native American tribes 

are harnessing wind power to bring economic development to their members. Featured: Gustavo Aguirre, 

Jr, Nayamin Martinez, Francisco Gonzales, Lyle Jack, Eamon Perrel, Seymour Young Dog, Naomi Klein.  
 

January 11: John Carlos Frey on America’s Stealth War on the Mexico Border.  

In recent decades, U.S. immigration policies have aggressively targeted families fleeing violence and 

poverty in Mexico and Central and South America, spawning a network of detention centers that now 

exist indefinitely along our southern border.  The US’s approach to tackling illegal immigration has come 

under fire for its use of brutal tactics such as deliberately separating families, placing them in confinement 

under harsh conditions, and denying them adequate medical and legal counsel. On this program, John 

Carlos Frey, author of “Sand and Blood: America’s Stealth War on the Mexico Border,” explores 

increased militarization at the border, US deterrent strategy, and the profitable business of fear. 
 

January 18:  Spies of Mississippi: The Campaign to Stop Freedom Summer’s Civil Rights Movement of 

1964. The film “Spies of Mississippi” is a journey into the world of informants, infiltrators, and agent 

provocateurs in the heart of Dixie. The film tells the story of a secret spy agency formed by the state of 

Mississippi to preserve segregation and maintain “the Mississippi way of life,” white supremacy, during 

the 1950s and ‘60s. The Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission (MSSC) evolved from a 

predominantly public relations agency to a full-fledged spy operation, spying on over 87,000 Americans 

over the course of a decade. The Commission employed a network of investigators and informants, 

including African Americans, to help infiltrate some of the largest Black organizations like the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and The Congress of Racial Equality 

(CORE). The MSSC was granted broad powers to investigate private citizens and organizations, keep 

secret files, make arrests, and compel testimony for a state that, as civil rights activist Lawrence Guyot 

says in the film, “was committed to an apartheid system that would make South Africa blush.” The film 

reveals the full scope and impact of the Commission, including its links to the assassination of Medgar 

Evers, and the KKK murders of three civil rights workers in 1964. 
 

January 25: The Big Lift. Meeting family needs in a city (San Francisco) of widening wealth gaps is a 

big lift. Dozens of studies show that when parents or guardians are engaged in their kids’ education, it has 

a huge impact. Not just on academics but on a student’s attendance, self-esteem, and behavior in class. 

That’s true across income levels. That’s why the San Francisco Unified School District created the 

position of “family liason” fifteen years ago: to build trust and get families in the door. Reporter Lee 

Romney followed the work of one family liaison at a high-poverty school for a year.   
 

 

 

More 
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February 1: The Utopian Dinner Table: How to Feed the World in 100 Years. Nearly 10 percent of 

people are food insecure, meaning they don’t have reliable access to affordable, nutritious food. And in 

50 years, the world population will likely peak, but the demand for food will nearly double. How will we 

accommodate the demand? This episode explores possible solutions to working around the industrial food 

system, from cultivating urban community farms to overthrowing the system entirely, breaking 

dependence from an industry that deepens disparities in access to food. 

 

February 8: 70Million: The Work of Closing a Notorious Jail. Five years after Michael Brown’s death 

at the hands of a police officer galvanized criminal justice reform activists in St. Louis, they’re gaining 

serious momentum to shut down the city’s notorious Workhouse jail. Reporter Carolina Hidalgo spent 

time with the Close the Workhouse campaign and Arch City Defenders, their supporters, and detractors. 
 

February 15: I Am Not Your Negro: James Baldwin. Filmmaker Raoul Peck envisions the book James 

Baldwin never finished, “Remember This House.” The result is a radical, up-to-the-minute examination 

of race in America, using Baldwin’s original words and flood of rich archival material. I Am Not Your 

Negro is a journey into black history that connects the past of the Civil Rights movement to the present of 

#BlackLivesMatter.  This program explores the questions raised in the film.  
 

February 22: The Response: Reimagining Paradise in an Age of Disruption. This is the latest episode 

(the 6th in the series) about resilience and rebuilding after a megafire decimated parts of Northern 

California. Featured in this program are Allen Myers: Paradise, CA resident; Elisabeth Gunderson: Nurse 

Practitioner; Mayor Suda: Onagawa, Japan; Bob Stilger: Scholar-activist; and Bill Hartley: President of 

the Gold Nugget Museum.  
 

February 29: Bad Math: The Risks of Artificial Intelligence. We often don’t recognize the kind of 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) that’s already all around us.  Or the effects it’s having on our lives. Courts, 

search engines, stores and advertisers all use AI to make decisions about our behavior: to sell us products, 

but also to send us to prison or set bail. We look at one kind of decision made by AI, called a risk 

assessment, and why it’s had such an impact on the poor and people of color. We also hear how 

community organizers on skid row fought back against the use of artificial intelligence by the Los 

Angeles Police Department.  
 

March 7: Who Bombed Judi Bari? As threats to the environment persist across the world, laws and 

police practices continue to protect corporate interests – taking aim at front line activists who defend the 

land and natural resources.  This strategy of criminalizing dissent took an ugly turn in 1990, in Oakland, 

California, when environmental activists Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney were car bombed. Despite 

receiving death threats, the pair was instantly arrested by the FBI and Oakland Police for bombing 

themselves. This radio adaptation of the film “Who Bombed Judi Bari?,” explores Bari’s bold activism to 

save the Redwood Forest in the face of corporate greed, and the violent measures taken to silence the 

environmental movement. The film delves into the bombing and her fight against the FBI’s attempted 

frame-up. 
 

March 14: Election Protection and Democracy. Election protection is increasingly seen as a critical 

issue in the US. Since the gutting of the Voting Rights Act by the Supreme Court, there have been 

problems with voter purging, voter ID laws, what some call modern-day “poll taxes”, precinct closures, 

and difficulties with voting machines. Congress has noted serious attempts to hack into voting systems in 

the US based in partisan politics. Women Rising Radio speaks with joins two election protection activists 

to talk about threats to the US electoral process. Guests: Jennifer Cohn, attorney, journalist and election 

integrity advocate, associated with National Voting Rights Task Force. Andrea Miller, IT specialist and 

founder of Center for Common Ground/Reclaim Our Vote and People Demanding Action.  
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Issue: Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, and many of them are eager to 

seek out Catholic-based and Catholic-inspired inspiration. Furthermore, the Catholic and academic 

communities within the walls of Seton Hall University’s campus also have an interest in exploring 

Catholic values as they are expressed through one’s vocation.  
 

Programming: WSOU helps address this need through the airing of Personally Speaking with 

Monsignor Jim Lisante.  The program is weekly conversations with prominent people from the worlds of 

entertainment, religion, politics, sports, journalism, and literature about some of the most personal aspects 

of their lives, including their faith, and airs Saturday at 6:00 a.m. 
 

January 4: In this episode of Personally Speaking, Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by author David 

Maraniss, who discusses details about the life of Vince Lombardi including his marriage, coaching style 

and Catholicism.  

January 11: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by singer Jaime Thietten, who discusses her reasons for 

expressing her pro-life views through her music and the role her faith played in helping her through her 

husband's struggle with alcoholism. 
 

January 18: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by author Gary Jansen who talks about his book “Holy 

Ghosts: How a Not-So-Good Catholic Boy Became a Believer in Things That Go Bump in the Night.”  
 

January 25: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Dr. Bill Baker, President Emeritus of Thirteen, New 

York’s flagship PBS station. He talks about the importance of his values and Catholic faith, as well as 

why the Arts are vital to humanity.  

February 1: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by award winning Broadway veteran, Ken Jennings, 

who brings the Gospel powerfully to life in a 90-minute solo performance, “The Gospel of John” at the 

Sheen Center in New York City.  
 

February 8: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by the award-winning singer-songwriter Judy Collins.  
 

February 15: Monsignor Jim Lisante guest is best-selling Christian author Anthony DeStefano. 

Anthony has written a children’s book called, “The Seed Who Was Afraid to be Planted,” a retelling of 

Jesus’ parables, from the perspective of the seed.   

 

February 22: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by New York Times best-selling author Nelson DeMille 

and his son Screenwriter and director, Alex DeMille. Nelson and Alex recently co-authored their first 

novel together, called "The Deserter". 

 

February 29: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by Michael O’Loughlin. Michael is a national 

correspondent for America Magazine and the host of America’s podcast, “Plague: The Untold Stories of 

AIDS and the Catholic Church.” 

 

March 7: Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by British Catholic writer, Austen Ivereigh, who has 

written a new book about Pope Francis’ papacy called, “Wounded Shepherd: Pope Francis and his 

Struggle to Convert the Catholic Church.”  

March 14:  Monsignor Jim Lisante is joined by three-time Tony nominee Andy Karl, who’s 

performing in a one-night presentation at Lincoln Center, marking the 50th anniversary of “Joseph and 

the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”   
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Issue: Local, National, and International Breaking News. The news is always changing and audience 

research on WSOU’s listeners indicates that the station is the only source of broadcast news for a subset 

of the station’s audience.  Without news reports from a verified and reputable source, these listeners 

might not get any “real news” in their daily media diet.  In addition, all listeners benefit from being made 

aware of the day’s news and critical issues facing the region, the nation, and the world.   

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this need through the airing of newscasts twice each hour between 6 

a.m. and 7 p.m. from January 1 through March 17 (Monday – Friday). Written and anchored by WSOU 

broadcasters, these newscasts include local, national and international news, plus traffic and weather 

reports.  These newscasts are a critical part of WSOU’s mission to serve “the public interest, convenience, 

and necessity,” while also fulling its pre-professional development mission to nurture the next generation 

of broadcasters.  

 

Issue: COVID19 Pandemic.  As the novel coronavirus spread rapidly across the United States, New 

Jersey quickly became a hot spot and rising to have the second highest number of cases in the nation. 

New York had the most cases.  WSOU serves both New Jersey and New York and thus WSOU’s listeners 

were very interested in COVID19 news and information.  

 

Programming: Beginning on March 3, WSOU addressed this issue by providing twice hourly updates on 

the COVID19 outbreak during newscasts.  In addition, WSOU aired hundreds of PSAs about how 

listeners could reduce their chances of infection and help “flatten the curve” through social distancing.  

Medical experts were also interviewed.  Finally, the station used its website and social media platforms to 

help keep people informed and to provide links to resources.  

 

Issue: Understanding Catholic Belief 

Catholics number in the millions within WSOU’s listening area, yet many of them struggle with 

understanding their faith’s tenets, values, and teachings, especially in a modern context. Catholics and 

non-Catholics alike desire to better understand the church in the 21st century.  

 

Programming: WSOU addressed this issue through the public affairs program “The Knightly Message.” 

Each week, “The Knightly Message” engages in a conversation about the teachings of the Catholic 

Church. Host Andre Viola of Knights of Columbus chapter 10563 is joined by fellow Knights of 

Columbus brothers, Seton Hall seminarians, and local Catholic priests for a weekly discussion of Church 

practices, Roman Catholic beliefs, being Catholic in contemporary society; saints and feast days; prayer; 

and much more. The program airs Sundays from 7:00-7:30 a.m. 


