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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact WIUP’s operations. As part of its fall 2020-2021 
plan, Indiana University of Pennsylvania only welcomed back freshman to campus, in 
an effort to mitigate crowds and viral spread. Having a limited amount of students to recruit for 
broadcasting, we continued in the First Quarter of 2021 with an abbreviated weekly schedule, 
broadcasting Beginning October 1, we were able to broadcast 12am Mondays until 12am 
Tuesday, 9am until 12am on Fridays, 8am until midnight on Saturdays, and 8am until midnight 
on Sundays. 
 
This report is thus a bit more complicated than is typical. Even in this modified form, WIUP-FM 
broadcasts the nationally syndicated news and current events program Democracy Now!, 
weekdays from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Democracy Now! is a national, daily, independent, award 
winning news program hosted by award-winning journalists Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez. 
Democracy Now!’s War and Peace Report provides our audience with access to people and 
perspectives rarely heard in the US corporate-sponsored media, including independent and 
international journalists, ordinary people from around the world who are directly affected by US 
foreign policy, grassroots leaders and peace activists, artists, academics and independent 
analysts. 
 
During a regularly scheduled public information programming hour – weekdays from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. and  4-5pm – WIUP presented an array of programs dealing with issues of interest to 
both the academic and non-academic communities we serve. A listing of aired programs and 
topics follows. 
 
WIUP-FM broadcasts a minimum of ten recorded public service announcements per broadcast 
day. These announcements benefit local, regional and national public service and information 
organizations and agencies. The complete audio cart listing of all our recorded Public Service 
Announcements follows the above topics lists. 
 
In addition to recorded public service announcements, WIUP-FM broadcasts twenty live-read 
announcements per broadcast day. A listing of the agencies and organizations served by these 
announcements concludes this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Allegheny Front 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 

Episode for April 2, 2021 
Federal and local policies look to address aging infrastructure from stormwater pipes to bridges. 
Pittsburgh wants a more equitable water system. State health officials visit Shell's ethane cracker 
in Beaver County because of an uptick in Covid-19 cases there. An artist invites people to the 
Delaware River. 

Episode for March 26, 2021 
Bald eagles are bringing joy to Philadelphians, while one artist shows off her love of the 
Delaware. Climate change is causing many plants to leaf out or bud early. This mismatch could 
wreak havoc on the ecosystem. Why a new air permit at the Clairton Coke Works could increase 
pollution emissions. 

Episode for March 19, 2021 
Why fracking wastewater injected deep underground could come back to the surface. A 
whistleblower claims there are safety issues with the pipeline that will supply Shell's ethane 
cracker.  A look at life along the Delaware River with an angler who is witnessing invasive 
species taking over the landscape. 

Episode for March 12, 2021 
Sales of special license plates help fund research for rare species. Conservationists plant a red 
spruce forest for northern flying squirrels, ready in 50 years. Settlements with energy companies 
will pay some landowners and protect a nature preserve. And one man's love of wetlands. 

Episode for March 5, 2021 
An investigation finds fracking chemicals in the bodies of people living near gas wells in SW Pa. 
Fossil fuel reps say gas and coal are part of the climate solution. Some Pa. Democratic 
lawmakers agree. For our First Person series, we talk with a young forester about how she came 
to love the outdoors.  

Episode for February 26, 2021 
Fracking banned in the Delaware River watershed. Farmers can help reduce carbon in the 
atmosphere, but what's in it for them? The plot to get Americans to cook with gas. We head out 
for some winter fun.  

Episode for February 19, 2021 
A racist government policy enacted decades ago has led to fewer green spaces in many 
communities across the country. Grow Pittsburgh has a new executive director. People in 
counties with drilling activity haven't seen the economic benefits of the industry. Counting 
penguins from your couch. 
 
 



Episode for February 12, 2021 
Some in Ohio say frack waste injection wells are being permitted in places where they don’t 
belong. Activists want a permit revoked for an injection well near Pittsburgh. A local practitioner 
shows us his version of ski ballet. There may be snow on the ground, but we're planning for that 
summer garden now.  

Episode for February 5, 2021 
What you need to know about Allegheny County meeting federal air standards for the first time 
ever. Pa. Gov. Tom Wolf's budget address doesn't mention climate, a gas well spews wastewater 
in Ohio, and New River Gorge rock climbers reckon with racist route names. US Supreme Court 
to hear a pipeline case. 

Episode for January 29, 2021 
Reports of illegal dumping are up in Pennsylvania. Why? A wastewater authority is promoting 
solar energy in Centre County. A report criticizes DEP for allowing coal mining to damage 
streams. Allegheny County finally meets air quality standards. 

Episode for January 22, 2021 
Fears of harms from solar panels have been disproven by scientists. The Biden administration's 
policies on public lands will be very different from Trump's. We look at environmental issues in 
the Pennsylvania legislature for the coming year. Climate scientist Michael Mann discusses new 
tactics by climate deniers, and why he's so optimistic for the future. 

Episode for January 15, 2021 
We've come to the end of our Trump on Earth podcast. After four years and 100 episodes, we 
take a look at the biggest rollbacks of the Trump administration, and the impacts on climate 
change, science and public lands. It's an episode you don't want to miss! 

Episode for January 8, 2021 
Pennsylvania is on the cusp of a solar boom, but are some against rows of solar panels in their 
backyards. Efforts in Ohio to create heavier penalties for trespass of infrastructure like gas 
pipelines. A former Trump EPA official shares his story and concerns about the role of science at 
the agency. 

Episode for January 1, 2021 
A look back at environmental stories of 2020. Blaming the pandemic, some people doubt that a 
petrochemical boom will come to the Ohio Valley. The boom and bust of the coal industry 
means Appalachia needs new economic solutions to undo decades of neglect. And the massive 
protests against racial discrimination last year brought more attention to environmental justice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Counterspin 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 

 
March 26, 2021 
Igor Volsky on Ending Gun Violence, Robert Dreyfuss on Iraq War 
Many are simply fed up with the idea that change is too hard. Will media conversation shift to 
keep up with them? 
 
March 19, 2021 
Ernesto Falcon on Internet for All, Alexander Kaufman on Future-Proofed Housing Codes 
It’s almost as if the corporate press accepted the existence of information haves and have-nots, 
because that’s how goods get divided in this country—even if it doesn’t make technological, 
economic or humanitarian sense.  
 
March 12, 2021 
Ari Berman on the Attack on Voting Rights 
Do elite media think that whether or not the US, in 2021, under pressure from racists, goes back 
on the whole “one person one vote” thing is a legitimate topic for debate? 
 
March 5, 2021 
Michelle Holder on Black Women & Minimum Wage, Alice O’Connor on the War on 
Poverty 
While a federal minimum wage increase would affect millions of workers and the social fabric, it 
would have particular impact on one “essential” yet somehow expendable group: Black women. 
 
February 26, 2021 
Mitch Jones on Texas Freeze-Outs, Joe Torres on News for All the People 
If media really expect people to actively challenge the promises pushed—aggressively and 
constantly—by the energy industry, maybe they could do a little more challenging themselves. 
 
February 19, 2021 
Celine McNicholas and Joanne Doroshow on Forced Arbitration, Kate Bronfrenbrenner 
on NLRB 
We get some background on forced arbitration and why it matters from previous CounterSpin 
conversations–plus we talked about the Trump-era NLRB while it was happening. 
 
February 12, 2021 
Ending the Forever Wars: Phyllis Bennis on Afghanistan, Hyun Lee on Korea 
Puzzling out what’s behind the “more war will lead to peace” argument in Afghanistan–and 
listening to people in North and South Korea who seek an end to the militarized tension they’ve 
lived under for more than 70 years. 
 
 
 
 



February 5, 2021 
Basav Sen on Biden Climate Policy, Hannah Sassaman on Prometheus v. FCC 
The disasters of climate disruption have next to no relationship to what corporate media say is 
“feasible” to address them. 
 
January 29, 2021 
Kimberly Inez McGuire on Abortion Realities, Bama Athreya on Defending Gig Workers 
For many women, overturning Roe v. Wade would not suddenly shut down access to abortion, 
simply because many women already lack that access. 
 
January 22, 2021 
Chris Savage, Talia Buford & Peggy Case on Flint Water Crisis 
Conversations about Flint on CounterSpin, in its particulars and in terms of how it fits into 
bigger questions around environmental racism, resource control and local governance. 
 
January 15, 2021 
Keri Leigh Merritt on the New Lost Cause, Elisabeth Rosenthal on Troubled Vaccine 
Rollout 
Historians are shaking their heads as media talk about January 6 as “unprecedented”; while 
shocking and dispiriting, it has layers and layers of precedent that need to be learned and 
engaged, if we are ever to actually have the racial reckoning that corporate media are forever 
insisting we’ve already had.   
 
January 8, 2021 
Dorothee Benz on January 6 Insurrection, Mara Verheyden-Hilliard on Police 
Responsibility 
Media who egged on Trump’s candidacy, trivialized his venality and normalized as extreme-but-
within-range his and his party’s every anti-democratic outrage, are poorly placed to take 
principled umbrage when that juggernaut takes the course that everyone and their mother said it 
would. 
 
January 1, 2021 
Best of CounterSpin 2020 
A reflection of the sorts of conversations we hope have offered some voice or context or 
information that you might not have heard elsewhere, or that might help you assess the news you 
are hearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Book Show 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 

 
DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC 

1/5/2021 30:00 1694 Emily St. John Mandel is the award winning author of “Station 
11”. Her new novel, “The Glass Hotel” is set at the glittering 
intersection of two seemingly disparate events, a massive Ponzi 
scheme collapse and the mysterious disappearance of a woman 
from a ship at sea. In the story of crisis and survival, Mandel takes 
readers through often hidden landscapes, campgrounds for the 
near homeless, underground electronica clubs, the business of 
international shipping service and luxury hotels, and life in a 
federal prison. “The Glass Hotel” is a portrait of greed and guilt, 
love and delusion, ghosts and unintended consequences and the 
infinite ways we search for meaning in our lives. 

1/12/2021 30:00 1695 Jane Smiley is the author of numerous novels, including "A 
Thousand Acres," which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize, and most 
recently, The Last Hundred Years Trilogy: "Some Luck," "Early 
Warning," and "Golden Age." Her latest novel is: "Perestroika in 
Paris: A Novel" - it's about a racehorse who escapes and takes on 
the streets of Paris. 

1/19/2021 30:00 1696 Jill McCorkle’s latest novel “Hieroglyphics” has been called a 
triumph, one that explores the physical and emotional imprints 
that make up a life. It reveals the difficulty of ever really knowing 
the intentions and dreams and secrets of the people who raised 
you. 

1/26/2021 30:00 1697 For the last twenty years, George Saunders has been teaching a 
class on the Russian short story at Syracuse University. In "A Swim 
in a Pond in the Rain," he shares a version of that class with us 
where he pairs iconic short stories by Chekhov, Turgenev, Tolstoy, 
and Gogol, with essays intended for anyone interested in how 
fiction works and why it’s more relevant than ever in these 
turbulent times. 

2/2/2021 30:00 1698 National Book Award–winning and bestselling author Colum 
McCann’s latest, "Apeirogon," is an epic novel rooted in the 
unlikely real-life friendship between two fathers who recognize 
the loss that connects them and their attempt to use their grief as 
a weapon for peace. 

2/9/2021 30:00 1699 Simon Winchester - author of "The Professor and the Madman" 
and "The Perfectionists" - examines what we human beings are 
doing - and have done - with the billions of acres that together 
make up the solid surface of our planet. His new book is "Land: 
How the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern World." 

2/16/2021 30:00 1700 Robert Jones, Jr., creator of the Son of Baldwin online community, 
has written a debut novel, "The Prophets," about the forbidden 
union between two enslaved young men on a Deep South 



plantation, the refuge they find in each other, and a betrayal that 
threatens their existence. 

2/23/2021 30:00 1701 Kristin Hannah is the number-one bestselling author of "The 
Nightingale" and "The Great Alone."  
 
Her latest, "The Four Winds," is an American epic about love and 
heroism and hope set during the Great Depression and the Dust 
Bowl. 

3/2/2021 30:00 1702 Best-selling author Russell Shorto never thought to write about 
his own past. He grew up knowing his grandfather and namesake 
was a small-town mob boss but maintained an unspoken family 
vow of silence. Then an elderly relative prodded: "You’re a 
writer―what are you gonna do about the story?" The result is 
"Smalltime: A Story of My Family and the Mob." 

3/9/2021 30:00 1703 Elizabeth Kolbert is the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of "The Sixth 
Extinction." In her new book, "Under a White Sky: The Nature of 
the Future," Kolbert again writes about humanity’s transformative 
impact on the environment, now asking: After doing so much 
damage, can we change nature, this time to save it? 

3/16/2021 30:00 1704 Chang-rae Lee’s new novel “My Year Abroad” is the story about a 
young American life transformed by an unusual Asian adventure, 
and about the human capacity for pleasure, pain, and connection.   

3/23/2021 30:00 1705 In “Dusk, Night, Dawn,” best-selling author Anne Lamott explores 
the tough questions that many of us grapple with. How can we 
recapture the confidence we once had as we stumble through the 
dark times that seem increasingly bleak? We begin, Lamott says, 
by accepting our flaws and embracing our humanity. 

3/30/2021 30:00 1706 New York Times best-selling novelist Imbolo Mbue’s new novel, 
"How Beautiful We Were," is a sweeping, wrenching story about 
the collision of a small African village and an American oil 
company. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Picture Science 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 

 
Mar 29, 2021 
Skeptic Check: Useful Delusions 
 
When magical thinking helps. 

Can self-deception be useful? During the pandemic, it has been fashionable to say that we’re 
“following the science,” and that our behavior is determined by verifiable facts. We are, after all, 
self-declared rational beings, and that’s clearly useful in guiding our reaction to a pandemic. It’s 
true that fear and suspicion have caused some to make contrary choices such as declining 
vaccines, but that behavior is considered irrational. But are there situations when delusional 
thinking can help you thrive? Why are we not as rational as we think? 

Mar 22, 2021 
Neanderthal in the Family 
 
New respect for our relatives 

Back off, you Neanderthal! It sounds as if you’ve just been dissed, but maybe you should take it 
as a compliment. Contrary to common cliches, our Pleistocene relatives were clever, curious, and 
technologically inventive. Find out how our assessment of Neanderthals has undergone a radical 
rethinking, and hear about the influence they have as they live on in our DNA. For example, 
some of their genes have a strong association with severe Covid 19 infection. Plus, how 
Neanderthal mini-brains grown in a lab will teach us about the evolution of Homo sapiens. 

Mar 15, 2021 
DecodeHer 
 
Women heroes in science and cryptography. 
 
They were pioneers in their fields, yet their names are scarcely known – because they were 
women.  We examine the accomplishments of two women who pioneered code breaking and 
astronomy during the early years of the twentieth century and did so in the face of social 
opprobrium and a frequently hostile work environment. 

Henrietta Leavitt measured the brightnesses of thousands of stars and discovered a way to gauge 
the distances to galaxies, a development that soon led to the concept of the Big Bang. 

 
 
 
 
 



Mar 08, 2021 
In Living Color 
 
The eyes have it 
 
The world is a colorful place, and human eyes have evolved to take it in – from vermillion red to 
bright tangerine to cobalt blue. But when we do, are you and I seeing the same thing?   

Find out why color perception is a trick of the brain, and why you and I may not see the same 
shade of green. Or blue. Or red. Also, platypuses and the growing club of fluorescent mammals, 
and the first new blue pigment in more than two centuries.   

Mar 01, 2021 
Eclectic Company 
 
Scintillating, sundry science subjects  

We present a grab bag of our favorite recent science stories – from how to stop aging to the 
mechanics of cooking pasta. Also, in accord with our eclectic theme – the growing problem of 
space junk.    

Feb 22, 2021 
Creature Discomforts 
 
Our animal prejudices corrected. 
 
Okay you animals, line up: stoned sloths, playful pandas, baleful bovines, and vile 
vultures. We’ve got you guys pegged, thanks to central casting.  

Or do we? Our often simplistic view of animals ignores their remarkable adaptive 
abilities. Stumbly sloths are in fact remarkably agile and a vulture’s tricks for thermoregulation 
can’t be found in an outdoors store.  

Feb 15, 2021 
Granting Immunity 
 
Microbes, fungi, and T-cells. 
 
“Diversity or die” could be your new health mantra. Don’t boost your immune system, cultivate 
it! Like a garden, your body’s defenses benefit from species diversity.  Find out why multiple 
strains of microbes, engaged in a delicate ballet with your T-cells, join internal fungi in 
combatting disease. Plus, global ecosystems also depend on the diversity of its tiniest members; 
so what happens when the world’s insects bug out? 
 
 
 



Feb 08, 2021 
Mars Attracts 
 
Hope, Perseverance, Ingenuity 

Earth invades Mars in February. In a historic trifecta for space exploration, spacecraft of three 
countries will arrive at Mars, and for two of those it will be their first time at the Red Planet. We 
talk to the science lead for the Emirates Mars Mission, a NASA engineer piloting the first 
helicopter on Mars, and a British space expert – all to learn how these spacecraft may bring 
greater understanding of this rusty world – including whether Mars ever supported life. 

Feb 01, 2021 
Iron, Coal, Wood 
 
How they changed everything 

Maybe you don’t remember the days of the earliest coal-fired stoves. They changed domestic 
life, and that changed society. We take you back to that era, and to millennia prior when iron was 
first smelt, and even earlier, when axe-handles were first fashioned from wood, as we explore 
how three essential materials profoundly transformed society.  

Jan 25, 2021 
Skeptic Check: Shared Reality 
 
Fighting lies and misinformation. 

One of the many shocking aspects of the Capitol attack was that it revealed how thoroughly the 
nation had cleaved into alternate realities. How did we get to this point? How did misinformation 
come to create beliefs embraced by millions?  

In this episode, experts in social media, cults, and the history of science join us for a discussion 
about how these alternative realities formed, why people are drawn to them, and the benefits of a 
shared reality.  

Jan 18, 2021 
Supercomputer Showdown 
 
Life at the supercomputing top. 
Do you have a hard-to-answer question? The Summit, Sierra, Trinity, Frontier, and Aurora 
supercomputers are built to tackle it. Summit tops the petaflop heap – at least for now. But 
Frontier and Aurora are catching up as they take aim at a new performance benchmark called 
exascale.    

So why do we need all this processing power? From climate modeling to personalized medicine, 
find out why the super-est computers are necessary to answer our biggest questions. But is the 
dark horse candidate, quantum computing, destined to leave classical computing in the dust? 



Jan 11, 2021 
Skeptic Check: Betting on Pseudoscience 
 
When snake oil harms.  

Psychics may not be able to predict the future or sense your thoughts.  Nonetheless, they rake in 
hundreds of millions of dollars every year.  But the harm from pseudoscience can go far beyond 
your wallet – especially when it promotes unscientific treatments for serious disease.  Find out 
what alarming discovery led one naturopath to quit her practice and why scientific ignorance is 
not bliss.  

It’s our regular look at critical thinking, but don’t take our word for it. 

Jan 04, 2021 
Headed For Trouble 
 
The Fate of Civilizations  
 
The stone heads on Easter Island are an enduring mystery: why were they built and why were 
they abandoned and destroyed? The old ideas about cultural collapse are yielding to new ones 
based on careful investigation on the ground - but also from above. What surprising explanations 
have we found and are we off base to think that ancient societies such as the Easter Islanders or 
the classical Egyptians were, in the end, failures? Can what we learn from these histories help 
predict which societies will survive? 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



51% 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPICS 
1/6/2021 30:00 1641 On this week’s 51%, we spend time with feminist poet and activist Margaret 

Randall, she has advice for activists today and a Native American poet says 
working on her latest volume brought some pain to the surface. 

1/13/2021 30:00 1642 On this week’s 51%, would the story change if told by women? We spend 
time with best-selling author Elizabeth Lesser. Then we travel to meet an 
“Extreme Cowboy” as it’s called, though she’s a woman. 

1/20/2021 30:00 1643 On this week’s 51%, hear from a longtime Capitol Hill reporter on women 
reshaping Congress. She followed them in 2019. 

1/27/2021 30:00 1644 On this week’s 51%, a musician talks about what she calls her new feminine 
EP. Teenage girls of color in ballet say this form of dance caters to white 
women. A mother speaks out about her missing son in the Army while 
another woman offers support for families of missing service members. Plus, 
Dr. Jeri Burns talks about the home life during COVID. 

2/3/2021 30:00 1645 On this week’s 51%, we spend the show with gender and religion scholar 
Laura Levitt. You’ll hear her story of rape, and while not graphic, please be 
forewarned. She hopes more federal attention is paid to unprocessed rape 
kits. 

2/10/2021 30:00 1646 On this week’s 51%, hear about the life of a former college president. She 
changed many things about Manhattanville, a liberal arts college in the 
suburbs of New York City. 

2/17/2021 30:00 1647 On this week’s 51%, hear from the author of a book highlighting stories of 
ordinary girls around the world, and then an animated film features a girl 
superhero to help children relate to COVID times. 

2/24/2021 30:00 1648 On this week’s 51%, she’s president of EMILY’s list, and helps Democratic 
women get elected. She says interest among these candidates, especially 
Black and Brown women, is keen (tease three) Hear from Stephanie Schriock 
about running to win. 

3/3/2021 30:00 1649 On this week’s 51%, the female part of toy company Melissa & Doug has 
written a book about her journey from darkness to light, telling others 
they’re not alone. 

3/10/2021 30:00 1650 On this week’s 51%, we hear from the CEO of an organization that supports 
women survivors of conflict in a number of countries and the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra will have its first woman CEO. 

3/17/2021 30:00 1651 On this week’s 51%, the author of a book about baseball’s leading lady hopes 
girls read the story and find out why storyteller Jeri Burns is talking turkey 
long after Thanksgiving. 

3/24/2021 30:00 1652 On this week’s 51%, a regional Girl Scouts continues its mission despite the 
pandemic, hear about the economic well-being of women in Vermont, and 
Dr. Jeri Burns talks about etiquette for a Zoom wedding. 

3/31/2021 30:00 1653 On this week’s 51%, the Army is working on fixing its broken sexual assault 
prevention program, a Peace Corps experience prompted a woman to help 
communities save seeds; and a performance artist gets personal. 



Democracy Now! 
1st Quarterly Issues Report 
January 1 – March 31, 2021 
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ORANIZATIONS PROMOTED IN LIVE-READ PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ON WIUP-FM –– 1st  QUARTER 2021 

January 1-March 31, 2021 
 

NATIONAL: 
Aging Services Incorporated 
Al-Anon 
Alice Paul House 
Indiana County Humane Society 
The Open Door 
PA Department of Public Welfare 
Society of St. Vincent DePaul 
Southwestern PA Legal Services 
UCP of Central PA 
Visiting Nurse Association of Indiana County 
 
LOCAL & REGIONAL: 
American Cancer Society 
American Diabetes Association 
American Dietetic Association 
American Heart Association 
Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Crime Prevention Coalition of America 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
MET Life Foundation 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
National Institute on Aging 
National Kidney Foundation 
National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Parent Education Network 
Produce for Better Health Foundation 
Project Safe Neighborhoods 
Save the Children 
Stroke Association 
Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund 
US Department of Agriculture 
US Department of Justice 
USA Freedom Corps 
US Peace Corps 
US Surgeon General  
 


