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Each quarter, KMBZ-AM  places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been some 
of the significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant programming 
broadcast to help meet those problems and needs. 
 
The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of 
Station KMBZ-AM  in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period  April, 2015-June, 
2015.  While this list contains a brief description of much of KMBZ-AM’s most significant typical and 
illustrative programs and program segments, it does not include all programs an program segments 
broadcast by the station during the three months which related to other issues. 
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KMBZ-AM  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 
April , 2015 – June, 2015 
 
 
1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The economy is still sluggish, but the prevailing thought is the worst is behind us. Local companies are hiring 
again, and in fact, the unemployment rate in Kansas City is lower than the national average.   
 
2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 
    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 
up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 
Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 
Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 
3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 
over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and 
Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals 
dealing with education, infrastructure and immigration.   

 
4.  EDUCATION  
    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 
begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 
charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  
are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are 
being withheld. Kansas City, Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  
 
5.MINORITIES 
     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 
community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  
Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 
punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 
 
6.  YOUTH 
      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 
more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 
are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 
more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 
 
7.  DRUGS 
    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still 
the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that 
can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New 
surveys out that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one 
problem. 



8.   WOMEN 
       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 
the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is 
adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and 
that has been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  
 
9.  HEALTH 
    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 
health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 
health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 
City, many are asking the candidates their views. 
 
10.. CHARITY 
     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 
doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  
 



1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
       
Darla Jaye  
 
5.26.15:              The Kansas City City Council is debating a proposal to raise the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour by the year 2020. Mayor Sly James is urging caution and patience , worried 
raising the minimum wage that drastically in such a short amount of time would hurt local 
businesses….especially those in economically depressed parts of town.  
 
 
 
 
2. VIOLENCE/CRIME 
     
Darla Jaye  
 
5.26.15:               A pair of KCK police officers are being investigated for a recent photo they took 
and posted on social media. The officers, with guns drawn, snapped a photograph of 
themselves under a vandalized STOP sign that was altered by graffiti to read “COPS STOP 
KILLIN’”.  
 
 
 
 
3. GOVERNMENT 
 
Darla Jaye  
 
5.28.15:              As a budget crisis worsens in Kansas, Gov Brownback is floating the idea of 
furloughing non-essential employees. Those employees who will be affected are worried about 
how they will make ends meet.  
 
 
4.  EDUCATION  
     
Darla Jaye  
 
5.14.15:            The Kansas City, Missouri School District --- which has always struggled to keep a 
good superintendent --- is losing one of its best in recent memory. Dr Steven Green, who has 
helped the district regain partial accreditation, announces he is leaving for a similar job in 
Atlanta.  
 
 
 



5. MINORITIES 
      
Darla Jaye  
 
5.29.15:             A local high school girl wins the National Spelling Bee but it has sparked a 
controversial debate in this country about why Asian Indian Americans seem to always win this 
competition. Is it how they are raised at home? Are Asian Indian Americans just inherently 
smarter than students from other backgrounds?  
 
 
 
 
 
6.  YOUTH 
       
Darla Jaye  
 
5.27.15:             A couple of parents in Indiana are in trouble with the law for being what are 
called “Free Range Parents” ---- they allow their young children to walk one mile alone from 
their house to a local park. Some people believe allowing children this sort of freedom creates a 
sense of independence for kids, while others claim the parents are putting their young children 
at risk.  
 
           
 
7.  DRUGS 
     
Darla Jaye  
 
5.13.15:             The synthetic drug K2 has worked her way into the Kansas City metro. This has 
law enforcement in the area very concerned.  
 
5.14.15:             The Kansas Supreme Court is being asked to consider an ordinance in Wichita 
that loosens the punishment for marijuana violations. Critics say the city doesn’t have the right 
to do this.  
 
 
 
8.   WOMEN 
 
Darla Jaye  
 
 
 



        
9.  HEALTH 
 
Darla Jaye  
 
 
 
10. CHARITY 
 
Darla Jaye  


