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3rd Quarter - July 1 through September 30, 2020 

Section I - Issues

▪ Health

▪ Education

▪ Transportation

▪ Consumer Issues

▪ Child Safety

▪ Law Enforcement

▪ Animal Control

▪ Sports



Section II – At Issue Programs

Issue: Health, the Coronavirus Pandemic and the wearing of masks

July 5, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with comments from Governor 
Laura Kelly on her executive order requiring the wearing of masks.  There are also comments from Dr. 
Thomas Moore during a special Wichita City Council meeting on the need for masks and the health 
emergency that coronavirus presents.  There are also comments from Sedgwick County health officer 
Dr. Garold Minns on the benefits of masks.  The final segment of the program has comments from a 
White House Task Force media briefing on the coronavirus. There are comments from Task Force 
members Dr. Deborah Birx and Dr. Anthony Fauci, and from Health and Human Services Secretary Alex 
Azar. 

Issue: Education, Health, Transportation

July 12, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – George Lawson presents a phone interview with Olivia Hayse of 
Derby, who is with the group Kansas Home Educators.  She talks about a Homeschooling Expo that is 
coming up July 17 and 18 in Wichita.  She says more parents are interested in homeschooling as a result 
of the coronavirus situation and the way the school year ended with stay-at-home orders.  The second 
part of the program is hosted by KFDI’s Chris Maslen, talking with Shawn Steward of AAA Kansas about 
summer travel, precautions to take with coronavirus, and other ideas for making road trips. 

Issue: Health and Education

July 19, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with comments from Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelly on the coronavirus pandemic, and she announces her intent to issue an executive 
order to delay the start of school by three weeks.   Kansas Education Commissioner Randy Watson then 
talks about a plan called “Navigating Change,” with guidelines for school districts in reopening.   Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment Secretary Lee Norman talks about the latest developments with 
the coronavirus, and concerns over the rising number of cases.    The program wraps up with comments 
from Sedgwick County Manager Tom Stolz and Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple on the wearing of 
masks and the situation with local hospitals. 

Issue: Health and Consumer Issues

July 26, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with comments from Sedgwick 
County health officer, Dr. Garold Minns, talking about the need for a new health order for the 
coronavirus.   There are comments from County Commission Chairman Pete Meitzner about a change in 
the health order that was made and then needed to be reversed to have restaurants serving alcohol 
close at midnight.    There are comments from Kansas Senator Jerry Moran at a subcommittee hearing 
on scams related to coronavirus, and then there is a phone interview with Better Business Bureau 
Kansas Director Denise Groene about COVID-19 scams to watch out for.



Issue:  Education and Health 

August 2, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with comments made from a 
special meeting of the Wichita Board of Education.  The school district’s Chief Human Resources Officer, 
Sean Hudspeth, talks about the results of a survey of teachers on returning to school with concerns over 
the coronavirus.  There are also comments from school board president Sheril Logan.   The next segment 
is presented by KFDI’s Chris Maslen, and he has a phone interview with Dr. Jessica Lane, Associate 
Professor of Special Education, Counseling and Student Affairs at Kansas State University.  She talks 
about a survey she and seven colleagues conducted of 800 urban and rural K-12 teachers in Kansas, and 
their concerns about returning to school.  

Issue:  Animal Control, Sports and Transportation

August 9, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with three topics.  He presents 
comments from Mark Eby, Chief Executive Officer for the Kansas Humane Society about his concerns 
over a proposed budget cut by the city of Wichita for 2021.   The cut would result in the city’s animal 
shelter no longer taking in strays.  A comment in response from Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple 
followed Eby’s comments, talking about some alternatives.   The next segment featured comments 
made on the U.S. Senate floor by Kansas Senator Jerry Moran, talking about a new bill to protect 
Olympic athletes and other athletes from abuse.   It’s a response to the situation with abuse cases at 
USA Gymnastics and Michigan State University.    The final segment features comments from Governor 
Laura Kelly, Kansas Transportation Secretary Julie Lorenz, Newton Mayor Leroy Koehn and State Senator 
Carolyn McGinn about 24 projects that will be funded under the state’s Cost Share program.   The 
comments were made at a virtual event in July.

Issue:  Health and Child Safety

August 16, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program with comments from Kansas 
Health Secretary, Dr. Lee Norman on issues related to the coronavirus.  He talks about the impact on 
sports, the elections, clusters involving the Hutchinson Correctional Facility and the Sedgwick County 
jail, and how to talk to children about COVID-19.   Chris Maslen then presents a phone interview with 
Amber Rollins, director of Kids and Cars, and she talks about hot car deaths involving children and how 
those deaths can become even more of a concern with the coronavirus going into the final weeks of 
summer. 



Issue:   Health and Quality of Life

August 23, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments from 
Wichita school board president Sheril Logan on a decision for the start of the school year, with children 
having an option for in-person classes, and online classes only for middle school and high school.  There 
are also comments from Sedgwick County public health officer Dr. Garold Minns on the effect of the 
coronavirus on children.  Dr. Minns also explains a new health order that has gone into effect for bars 
and nightclubs and public gatherings.   The program also includes an interview with Greg Zuercher and 
Doug Jacobs from the Bleckley Airport Memorial Foundation.  They talk about their plans to purchase a 
DH-4 aircraft like the one flown by Wichita native Erwin Bleckley on a World War I mission that won him 
a Medal of Honor.   They plan to fly the aircraft at air shows or have it on display in a permanent 
memorial. 

Issue:  Health and Law Enforcement 

August 30, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments from 
Sedgwick County Sheriff Jeff Easter, talking about coronavirus cases at the county jail.  The comments 
are taken from a meeting with county commissioners during the past week.  The second half of the 
program features comments from the U.S. Marshal for Kansas, Ron Miller, and the impact that COVID-
19 has had on his operations.    Miller made his comments in a recent news conference with Dr. Lee 
Norman, Secretary of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. 

Issue:  Health and Medicine

September 6, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – Chris Maslen hosts a program that begins with comments 
from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly about the COVID-19 pandemic and the effect on elections.  He then 
presents an interview he recorded with Dr. Tiffany Schwashinger-Schmidt of the University of Kansas 
School of Medicine.  She talks about the Wichita Center for Clinical Research at the school, and its 
involvement in a nationwide clinical trial of a COVID-19 vaccine.   The project will develop a vaccine that 
will be available for high-risk areas in Wichita and the surrounding region.

Issue:  Health and the Economy

September 13, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 26 minutes – George Lawson provides a wrap up of the past week in the 
coronavirus pandemic, and presents comments from Sedgwick County health officer Dr. Garold Minns 
on the new health order for the county and the effects of the coronavirus on children.   There are also 
comments from Kansas Department of Health and Environment Secretary Lee Norman on the state 
releasing locations of COVID-19 clusters.    The second half of the program has comments from Kansas 
Senator Jerry Moran, Spirit Aerosystems President Tom Gentile and Vyaire Medical President Gaurav 
Agarwal making comments at a Spirit facility in west Wichita that makes ventilators.    They talk about 
concerns over the federal government ending a contract for the ventilators, but Moran says there is still 
a need for them worldwide. 



Issue: Health and the coronavirus pandemic

September 20, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – George Lawson presents a program with comments from 
Exploration Place President and CEO Adam Smith, who delivered a presentation to Sedgwick County 
commissioners about operations with the coronavirus pandemic.  The second half of the program 
features comments from a recent media briefing by Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
Secretary, Dr. Lee Norman, with Dr. Dana Hawkinson of the University of Kansas Medical Center, and 
they talk about the use of convalescent plasma as a treatment for COVID-19.

Issue: Elections and the 2020 Census

September 27, 2020 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – Chris Maslen presents a program featuring an interview 
with Wendi Stark, Census Outreach Manager for the League of Kansas Municipalities, talking about the 
need for people to fill out the 2020 Census.  Chris also presents updates from court rulings extending 
the deadline for the Census to late October.   There is also a segment from George Lawson with 
comments from Sedgwick County Central Services Manager Anna Meyerhoff, talking about preparations 
for the November 3rd general election with regard to the concern over mail ballots and the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.  The comments were made at a recent meeting of the Sedgwick County 
commission. 


