
                                                                            

                                                                                                            

WRSP
Local Issues/Programs List
2nd Quarter 2018

WRSP’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 2nd Quarter of 2018:

• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Fatherhood Involvement 
• Goodwill Industries International 
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Save the Children 
• Susan G. Komen Organization

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

News Channel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 2nd quarter of 2018 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

April 3, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 17 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that sidewalk and curb repairs are starting in 
Springfield.  The first project will be repairs on the northwest end of town. The 
construction could last through the fall.

April 4, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that family members of the missing Royal Lakes 
mother of four said there will be another search for evidence.  According to Denita 
Hedden’s brother, the search will be held on April 14th.  Hedden went missing January 
25th and police suspect foul play.  

April 7, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that the Route 66 Twin Drive-in is back open for the spring 
season.  The drive-in is only open on Friday and Saturday until Memorial Day weekend.  
Ticket prices cost up to $7.50.  Children three and under get in free.

April 8, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that the Millikin University baseball team will be playing on 
a new on-campus field next spring.  The all-weather field will include stadium seating, 
artificial turf, a clubhouse, lights, batting cages and concessions.  Gary Workman and 
his family donated most of the five-million-dollars for the field, as well as two-million-
dollars for a new softball field that opened last year.  

April 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois



7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Peruvian mammal enthusiasts went to the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds to see alpacas.  More than 200 alpacas came to Springfield for two 
alpaca shows.  The Rail Splitter alpaca show and the Inaugural Illinois alpaca and fiber 
fest showcased the best of the best.  Bart Leinberger, Barn Manager, said “They’re 
judged first on the confirmation, walking past the judge.  The judge is going to watch 
their gate; their backs are straight.  Then they are going to check their fibers, see how 
dense they are, how soft that individual animal is.”  

April 23, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Central Illinois Foodbank is getting a donation 
to become more energy efficient.  126 LED lamps were donated by Springfield Electric 
Supply Company and GE and were installed by Anderson Electric.  Officials said the 
donations and partnerships like this help the foodbank save money and make it easier 
to help those in need.  Ashley Earnest, Public Relations Manager, said “We have a 
strong focus on getting out healthy food and fresh produce in the community, so the 
savings through these lamps will help us get these out to our 21 counties.”  Officials 
said they reached out to Anderson Electric after noticing some lights had gone out in 
some of the storage rooms.

May 2, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Springfield Fire Department will start their 
annual fire hydrant testing on May 7th.  The inspections will continue for 3 months.  If 
you live near a fire hydrant, the Fire Department said the water may become discolored.  
If this happens run cold water through the tap for 5 minutes or until the water becomes 
clear.

May 14, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Illinois governor’s race between two wealthy 
candidates could be the most expensive governor’s race in U.S. history.  Critics said it 
illustrates the need for a “campaign finance system” that isn’t rigged in favor of the rich.  
Legislators are pushing for a system that would match small campaign donations with 
public funds.  J.B. Pritzker has contributed 76.5-million-dollars toward his campaign and 
Governor Rauner has contributed 50-million-dollars towards his own.

May 15, 2018



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the foundation that supports the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum is selling a black dress once owned by Marilyn 
Monroe.  It’s to raise money to repay a loan used to buy artifacts relating to Abraham 
Lincoln.  The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation is putting nine items up 
for auction in Las Vegas.  Julien’s Auctions said the wool dress could sell for more than 
$60,000.

May 18, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Boys and Girls Club unveiled a new playground.  
The equipment was paid for by a $50,000 grant from Lowe’s.  Along with the 
playground, the grant paid for other renovations including outdoor signs and 
thermostats.

May 22, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Attorney General Lisa Madigan is leading a coalition to end the opioid crisis.  The 
coalition is pushing for Congress to pass bills to hold opioid manufacturers accountable.  
That includes creating harsher penalties for companies who fail to report suspicious 
activity or keep proper reporting systems.

May 24, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that United Way is offering a new program to help the 
community with whatever problems they may be facing.  It’s called 2-1-1, which is a toll-
free number that connects you with a person who can provide a caller with resources to 
help with their crisis.  United Way said that sometimes people call 9-1-1 when they don’t 
know who to call for their specific crisis.  Katrina Hays, Director of Community Impact, 
said “I’ve heard people call 9-1-1 for the time or where a homeless shelter is.  9-1-1 is 
not equip to do that.  So we’re using community resources as far as fire and police in a 
way that we shouldn’t be using them.”  

June 6, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Kings Daughter organization in Springfield is 
celebrating their 125th anniversary of their work in the community.  The group has 
donated a total of more than 1.4-million-dollars to a variety of elderly programs in 
Sangamon County over the years.  

June 11, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that IHOP tweeted it was changing its name to IHOB.  
Many wondered what the “b” stood for.  Bacon?  Breakfast?  Biscuits?  IHOP revealed 
that it stands for burgers.

June 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Sergeant Anthony Mannino received the Naperville, 
Illinois Police Department’s life saving award because of his heroic act.  A toddler was 
running by himself in the right lane of a busy highway.  The sergeant pulled over 
immediately and began chasing the boy, who ran away from him.  He finally caught up 
to the boy and pulled him out of harm’s way.  No one was hurt in the incident.

June 14, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that CWLP asked for public comment on a new energy 
plan.  The plan will focus on finding the best way to use resource to provide low cost 
power to meet the communities needs for the next 20 years.

June 19, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 16 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Governor Bruce Rauner declared today as Juneteenth 
Day in Illinois.  Rauner made the proclamation during an event with black business 
owners in Chicago.  Juneteenth commemorates the emancipation of slaves in the U.S. 
in 1865.  It’s the oldest celebration of the abolition of slavery.

June 20, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 32 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Obed and Isaac’s is officially releasing their new beer.  
It’s called “Station one Smoked Porter” and it was made to show appreciation to the 



firefighters who responded to a fire in the brewery’s beer garden kitchen.  Lauren Stead, 
Obed and Isaac’s Marketing Coordinator, said “We’re so fortunate for the fire 
department.  Without them Obed and Isaac’s probably wouldn’t be standing right now 
so we couldn’t thank them enough so this is just a little part that we can give back.”

June 27, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a homeless program held a conference to educate 
people on how to help end homelessness.  Representatives from non-profits, housing 
authorities, and county and local government were present.  To learn more about how 
to help others, such as landlords, to be able to work with those who are underprivileged 
in order to keep people off the streets.  David Esposigo, Executive Director for 
Supportive Housing Providers Association of Illinois, said “It is an epidemic throughout 
the entire state.  I mean, according to the 2017 Illinois supportive work group report, 
there’s over 20,000 households in Illinois that are in need of affordable, supportive 
housing.   

Crime and Court

April 1, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a 44-year-old man was stabbed in the 1100 block of 
North Main Street in Decatur.  The man was transported to the hospital and police 
arrested a woman believed to be his girlfriend for aggravated battery.

April 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that 25-year-old Christopher Hutton was arrested for 
allegedly attacking his brother in the 1300 block of Marietta Street in Decatur.  There is 
no word on what official charges he’s facing.

April 5, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Crime Stoppers warned people about reports of 
fake money used to buy items from Facebook and Craigslist sellers.  Police said there 
are two main types of fake bills to look out for.  One bill has pink Chinese symbols on 
the face and the back of the bills.  The other form is movie money and the words Motion 



Picture Use appear somewhere on the bill.  Viewers are asked to call Crime Stoppers if 
they have any information.

April 5, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that 20-year-old Taylor Vanderploeg was indicted on 
federal child pornography charges.  Vanderploeg faces a sentence of up to 60 years in 
prison if convicted.  According to the US Attorney’s office, he was on probation for a 
prior child pornography conviction and is a registered sex offender.  

April 12, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that 28-year-old Billie Farmer was arrested after 17 
bags of synthetic drugs were found in her vehicle during a traffic stop in Charleston.  
Farmer faces charges of possession of a controlled substance and the manufacture and 
delivery of a controlled substance.

April 18, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Helia Healthcare, a Champaign Nursing Home, 
was fined $50,000 for failing to effectively monitor 89-year-old Annette White, who 
wandered outside in December 2017 and died.  White had Alzheimer’s Disease and 
had a history of wandering that left her at risk.  She died after apparently wandering 
outside when the temperature fell to 8 degrees below zero.  White was found lying on 
her back outside a kitchen door at the nursing home.

April 19, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that 29-year-old Colton Figgins faces charges of 
predatory sexual assault involving a 5-year-old girl.  Figgins was arrested on April 17th 
and is being held at the Cole County Jail.  

April 20, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that CWLP warned the public about a scam targeting 
churches.  2 churches were contacted by scammers posing as the utility company.  



They said electric service would be cut if immediate payment wasn’t made.  CWLP said 
they do not disconnect service within minutes of notice and just one phone call.  
Customers should hang the phone up and call their local providers number when 
receiving a call from a company demanding payment.

April 22, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a trial was postponed for a Peoria man charged with 
killing his sister-in-law and burying her body in a shallow grave.  68-year-old Clifford 
Anderson Jr’s trial will begin on July 9th instead of May 7th.  The judge granted the 
prosecutor’s request saying they need more time to gather evidence.  Anderson is 
charged with first degree murder and concealment of a homicidal death.  He’s being 
held in the Peoria County Jail on a 1.5-million-dollar bond.

April 25, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that bond for Dylan Nunn, a Decatur Public Schools 
coach, was reduced from $100,000 to $60,000.  Nunn is accused of sexual misconduct 
and was charged with indecent solicitation of a child and grooming.

April 26, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that two people are dead after a shooting at a Central 
Illinois apartment complex.  Police in Normal responded to shots fired on April 25th and 
found two men in their 20’s on the floor.  Both men were pronounced dead at the scene.  
One person was taken into custody, but no arrests have been made.  Authorities said 
the shooting is likely drug-related.

May 3, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Justin Carter reported that according to an FBI report, Springfield is the 19th most 
dangerous city in America when you look at the amount of crime compared to the city’s 
population.  They said 1,301 violent crimes, 1250 burglary reports and 947 aggravated 
battery reports were reported in 2016.  Springfield Police Chief Kenny Winslow said the 
number may be deceiving because the stats are related to the number of victims, not 
cases.  

May 7, 2018



News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 22 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Emigdio Pen’uelas-Medina, of Nevada, was pulled 
over on I-70 near St. Elmo and is facing charges after State Police found suspected 
drugs in his vehicle.  During the stop, around 65 kilograms of suspected cocaine was 
found, with a street value of more than one-million-dollars.  Pen’uelas-Medina faces 
charges of trafficking a controlled substance.

May 13, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Chili’s restaurant is the latest company to suffer a data 
breach.  Chili’s released a statement telling customers of a “data incident.”  The 
company believes the breach is limited to March and April 2018 in-restaurant 
purchases.  The company did not say which restaurants were affected or how many 
customers were impacted.

May 17, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Decatur police are investigating a shooting on the 500 
block of East Waggoner Street.  Officers found a man with a gunshot wound to the leg.  
He was taken to the hospital with a non-life threatening injury.  

May 19, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Brandon Lee, of Urbana, was arrested for 
aggravated battery of a firearm.  The incident happened in the 1300 block of Laurel 
Drive.  When officers arrived, they found a man with gunshot wounds.  Officials said Lee 
called police and said he shot someone trying to get into his house.  Before the 
shooting, Lee went to a nearby house and accused the residents of stealing his 
firearms.  When Lee returned home, the victim went to Lee’s home to talk about the 
accusation and Lee refused to open the door.  Lee called 9-1-1 about someone trying to 
get into his home and fired at least 10 shots at the victim.

May 27, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported William Amor is seeking a monetary settlement from the 
State of Illinois.  Amor was wrongfully convicted for killing his mother-in-law in the 90’s.  



Amor confessed he lit a vodka-soaked newspaper on fire to burn down the Naperville 
condo where his mother-in-law lived.  He spent 20 years in prison before the conviction 
was overturned.  His legal team successfully argued that it’s impossible to ignite vodka-
soaked newspaper and said police coerced a confession.

May 29, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that police reported a list of animals allegedly abandoned at 
Pet Land in Macomb.  More than 40 animals were found dead.  Jessica Spangler, 
Owner, was charged with aggravated cruelty to animals.  She was released on bond.  
Police said the building appeared to be closed down and there was a strong odor 
coming from the business.  

May 30, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that an appeals court refused to toss out corruption 
charges on Representative Aaron Schock’s case.  They said appellate courts don’t have 
the authority to address such questions until after a verdict.  Schock faces 22 counts of 
corruption.  No date has been set.  Schock was indicted in 2016 on charges of misusing 
funds.  He resigned in 2015 after redecorating his capitol hill office in the style of the 
television show Downtown Abbey.  

June 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Justin Carter reported that formal charges are being filed on 53-year-old Kevin 
Casey, a truck driver accused of shattering windows of vehicles driving on I-74 by using 
a slingshot and metal bearings.  The Champaign County State’s Attorney said Casey 
was arrested June 1st.  Illinois State Police obtained a search warrant for phone records 
and his semi-truck.  They found a slingshot and ball bearings.  Casey later admitted to 
shooting at cars and said he aimed for vans because they were a bigger target.  Casey 
is being held on a 2-million-dollar bond.  Charges include criminal damage to property, 
aggravated battery in a public place and aggravated battery to a child.

June 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Justin Carter reported that jury selection is set for August 20th in the case against 
19-year-old Matthew Milby, who is accused of opening fire at Dixon High School.  Police 
reported that Milby brought a semi-automatic rifle to the high school.  Milby is charged 



with aggravated discharge of a weapon after exchanging gunfire with a school resource 
officer and is being held without bail.

June 12, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Lauren Kostiuk reported that a 34-year-old Danville man was shot and killed by 
police.  Police said they responded to a call on the city’s west side.  Two people told the 
officers that a man was threatening them with a gun inside their home and left in a car.  
Officers spotted the car not far from the house and pulled it over.  According to reports 
they asked the man to exit the car with his hands up.  When he got out of the car they 
said he had a gun in his hand.  Police said they fired when the man didn’t drop the gun.

June 17, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that the manhunt continues for three escaped inmates out 
of the White County Jail.  Officials came close to tracking down Justin Bray in his 
hometown of Graysville after a pursuit.  White County Sheriff said Bray’s car crashed at 
a river’s edge.  They said he swam away and eluded police.  However, police did arrest 
the woman driving the car.

June 20, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that two suspects were arrested in connection with the 
attempted robbery at the KFC on 9th and Division.  Clarence Jones and Seath Frazier 
were both charged with multiple crimes including armed robbery and armed violence.  
Police said the men walked into the restaurant armed and demanded money from 
employees. In the process, four people were injured, including three who were shot.

June 21, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that Decatur police are searching for a suspect accused 
of attempted murder in connection to a shooting.  The suspect has been identified as 
30-year-old Cory Marquis.  Police responded to the 1000 block of East Main Street on 
June 17th for reports of gun shots.  The male victim suffered life-threatening injuries.

June 25, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 22 seconds
Em Nguyen reported that the man accused of killing two men in Springfield has 

been charged with four counts of first degree murder.  38-year-old Jason Danenberger 
was arrested for the alleged murder of Thomas Poudzunas and John Buecker.  
Danenberger is being held in the Sangamon County Jail on a 5-million-dollar bond.

June 27, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Richard Stover, of Champaign, was sentenced to 55 
years in prison for murdering his mother.  Stover plead guilty to first degree murder.  
Police reported that Stover strangled his mother after robbing a Walgreens, then led 
police on a chase that ended in Mahomet.  The charges to the robbery and chase were 
dismissed as part of a plea deal.

Economy

April 6, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 47 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that according to a new USDA report Illinois farmers are 
expected to continue planting more corn than soybeans despite the trend changing 
nationally.  Experts said farmers across the United States have been shifting away from 
corn and towards soybeans since 2012 because of higher returns on soybeans.  Some 
Central Illinois farmers said they’re sticking with their same crop ratio because it often 
gets higher yields even though it may not bring in extra money.  Gary Niemeyer, corn 
and soybean farmer, said “Most farmers understand if you have one crop, corn, you get 
diseases that follow.  Same with the soybeans and I think they’ve found that they get 
better yields going a 50-50 rotation.”  The USDA predicted that farmers nationwide will 
plant 88-million corn acres and 89-million soybean acres this year.

April 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Boys and Girls Club hosted a teen employment 
workshop for area teenagers.  The event covered topics such as searching for a job, 
filling out an application and preparing for a job interview.  Organizers said the 
workshop is a chance for teens to learn things they may not know about the workforce.

April 20, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



John Reger reported that a new report showed gas prices surged to the highest 
price so far this year.  According to gasbuddy.com, Springfield has one of the lowest 
prices for gas at $2.64.  The Energy Information Administration said the record breaking 
measurements are likely the result of more drivers hitting the roads as warmer weather 
comes.

April 23, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that during the Illinois budget crisis, private companies 
borrowed billions of dollars to pay government vendors with the promise the state’s 
repayment would come with late fees.  Now the Illinois Vendor Assistance Program is 
saying they aren’t getting the late payment interest they’re owed.  The House passed a 
bill on April 20th requiring an estimate of interest penalties in its annual economic and 
fiscal policy report.

April 27, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that a new report showed Illinois’ unemployment rates 
dropped in every metropolitan area in March, compared to the same time last year.  The 
statewide unemployment also dropped from 5% to 4.4%.  10 metropolitan areas saw an 
increase in non-farm jobs.  However, Springfield was one of three areas to see some 
job losses.

April 29, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that T-Mobile and Sprint are trying to merge.  If they 
succeed, there will only be three major cell phone companies.  The deal would help the 
companies cut costs and make them more competitive against AT&T and Verizon.  

May 16, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the treasurer’s office is starting a new advertising 
campaign to reunite people with more than 2-billion-dollars in unclaimed property.  
Unclaimed property is from lost bank accounts, old insurance policies, and abandoned 
safety deposit boxes.  Treasurer Michael Frerichs said it’s free to check the database.

May 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

John Reger reported that after 38 years the Senate approved gradually 
increasing Illinois’ teacher minimum salary.  The Senate voted 37 to 16 to increase full-
time teacher salaries over the next five years.  It’s an effort to attract more young people 
to the profession by sending a message that their work is valued.

May 21, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Cymphanie Sherman reported that officials have seen an increase in new 
businesses in downtown Springfield over the last two years.  Over the last two years, at 
least 30 new businesses have opened up downtown, many of those are locally owned.  
Mark Forinash, Owner of Café Moxo, said “This by far is the most amount or highest 
amount that have been open in eleven years, specifically in downtown, so we’re 
extremely excited about it.”  

May 23, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Justin Carter reported that Springfield city council voted to recommend cancelling 
money for a downtown renovation project.  They said they want to protect taxpayer 
dollars and make sure their money is well spent.  The project is for two downtown 
buildings at Sixth and Monroe Streets owned by Bright New Day.  The owner, Rick 
Lawrence, wants to turn them into high end apartment complexes.  Some alderman said 
Lawrence is not meeting the deadlines and they’re done giving him chances.  Alderman 
Jim Donelan said the millions of dollars could go to other projects.  Lawrence fell behind 
on his bills and tax credit issues.  Mayor Langfelder said he supports Lawrence and 
wants him to move forward with the project.  

May 25, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that thousands of state workers are closer to receiving 
back pay.  The House approved a measure for workers waiting since 2011.  At the time, 
the state was unable to come up with the funds, leaving 24,000 state employees 
waiting.  The 2% pay increase is headed to the Senate.  The increase could mean an 
average of $2,5000 for each employee.

May 31, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 42 seconds



Dee Dee Gatton reported that a new business with a unique concept is coming to 
downtown Springfield.  It’s called the Incubator. One side will be a coffee shop and the 
other side will be a work space for start-up businesses.  Staff there will help the 
businesses get up and running.  This is similar to what Innovate Springfield does.  The 
goal of these two businesses is to help give new businesses the tools needed to 
survive.  Nadia Gronkowski, of Innovative Springfield, said “I think it’s really about 
making sure Springfield is a welcoming place for new ideas.”  Innovate Springfield is a 
non-profit open to help every business.  The Incubator is a bit different because it won’t 
be available for every start-up, you have to apply and prove that you’re a viable asset to 
the community.

June 5, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that S&P said Illinois’ credit rating is still in jeopardy.  
The company released its analysis of the budget.  It said while passing a budget on time 
may have a positive impact on the state’s rating, the plan is “more of the same” and 
continues the practice of banking on revenue that the state may not actually get.  Illinois 
has the lowest credit rating in the country, which is one step above junk status.

June 7, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Obamacare premiums could increase by double 
digits next year.  Insurance companies in several states have requested large rate hikes 
for 2019.  Many insurers are blaming the increase on steps taken by President Trump 
and Republicans in Congress.  Most are citing one specific cause, the fact that 
Congress eliminated the individual mandate, which requires nearly all Americans to 
have coverage or pay a fine.

June 11, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that a generous donation helped keep Donnie B’s 
Comedy Club open.  Donnie B’s originally closed over the weekend after failing to make 
a goal of $30,000.  But Donnie Bassford, Owner of the comedy club, said “someone 
called me and said, we have secured $20,000 for you.  We are staying open for our 20th 
year.  We will reopen Wednesday, business as usual.”  

June 15, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 15 seconds



Rachel Pierson reported that the unemployment rate in Illinois dropped for the 
fifth straight month.  The rate fell by .1% according to the Department of Employment 
Security.  The new rate is half a percent lower than the rate in May of last year.

June 25, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the zoning board of appeals approved the company 
Advanced Seed Solutions to move its headquarters just north of I-72 in Springfield.  
Neighbors said the business will create more traffic on roads that can’t handle it.  They 
also worry property values will suffer and more businesses will move in.  

Education

April 9, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

John Reger reported that students at Ridgely Elementary received handmade 
bookmarks to welcome them back from spring break.  Over 200 volunteers gave 300 
hours of their time to create the bookmarks for students.  Organizers said that at the 
end of the day it’s all about the future of the children.  Katrina Hays, Director of 
Community Impact at United Way, said “If we can start as early as Kindergarten, even 
pre-k, to get them excited for reading and any little bit of extra help we can do to keep 
them excited, it will just help carry them further in their life as they continue to be 
inspired by what they’re learning in their books.”

April 10, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the University of Illinois system launched its 
statewide marketing campaign to raise awareness of its three campuses.  It is part of 
the system’s multi-billion-dollar five-year fundraising campaign.  Officials said it’s also in 
response to recent surveys where many respondents were not able to identify the main 
university campuses in Champaign, Springfield and Chicago.

April 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that University of Illinois at Springfield students 
surveyed and cleaned up garbage along Lake Springfield for environmental studies.  
Educators said it’s not just to clean up the lake, but to teach students how this garbage 
can affect the community.  Anne-Marie Hason, Assistant Professor at UIS, said “So we 



really want students to have the hands-on opportunity to see this is what specific 
research is about.  This is how we start collecting information that can really help people 
here in Illinois learn about environmental health and all these topics.”  Students will 
conduct the same survey at Thompson Lake and along the Illinois River in Fulton 
County.

April 17, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that what began as a class project turned into a 
student led push to make Millikin University more inclusive.  A gender-neutral restroom 
is open in the university’s common.  The single bathroom is meant to welcome people 
of all genders.  This all began when an Assistant Professor pushed her students to 
launch a social movement as part of the social movement class.  Their focus was 
gender inclusion on campus.  Colten Watrous, student at Millikin University, said 
“Actually think a lot of people were really behind doing this.  A lot of people that came to 
the table were extremely for it and they knew in the beginning that we were supposed to 
have a gender-neutral bathroom and when it didn’t happen I think they were really on 
board with it and that’s why so many students came out and signed the petition.”  
Originally it was a family bathroom but students wanted all genders, including 
transgendered, to feel included. 

April 19, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that students will be walking out of class in protest of 
gun violence.  Students from Champaign Central, Urbana, Champaign Centennial, 
University and St. Thomas Moore High School will be participating.  The students will 
march to the Champaign-Urbana Independent Media Center for a teach-in about gun 
violence in the community and what students can do to address it.  Ann Emily 
Hoganson, student protest organizer, said “So we want to take our education into our 
own hands so that after the teach-in students will have the tools they need to advocate 
more effectively for gun reform and hopefully create an environment where students can 
learn in schools.”  The teach-in will include speakers from the community.

April 26, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Justin Carter reported that teachers across Arizona are expected to walk out of 
class.  Arizona’s governor pledged a 20% pay increase for teachers but they said that’s 
not good enough.  They want their pay and school funding to reach the national 
average.



May 2, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Illinois schools could soon be required to teach 
LGBT history.  The Senate passed a bill that mandates schools to teach a history until 
on the accomplishments and contributions of LGBT individuals in our society.  The 
measure allows school districts to determine what they want to teach in the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender community history.  Senator Heather Steans said “The 
legislation does not require that instruction be a specific grade level.  Again it’s up to 
local control to decide how to weave it into their curriculum.”  Steans said the proposal 
will allow LGBT students to learn about people who have similar qualities.  Under this 
bill, only public schools would be required to teach the curriculum.

May 4, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

John Reger reported that 3 black high school NASA finalists were subject to a 
racial smear campaign online causing NASA to end the public voting.  The students 
worked on a project to remove metals, including lead, from water to make it drinkable.  
While NASA was impressed, an anonymous group launched a campaign on racist sites 
to go on NASA’s page to vote against the girls.  NASA released a statement that said 
“Unfortunately, it was brought to NASA’s attention that some members of the public 
used social media to attack a particular student team based on their race and 
encourage others to disrupt the contest and manipulate the vote.”  The students said 
despite the controversy they have greatly enjoyed the contest.  NASA will reveal the 
winning team later this month.  

May 17, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 17 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the University of Illinois announced plans to 
increase hiring at all three campuses.  The goal is to add hundreds of faculty members 
of the next five years, to keep up with rising enrollment numbers.  

May 18, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the final graduating class has left the Cathedral 
School of the Immaculate Conception as they prepare to close their doors for good.  
The principal said that once school is out they will begin the packing process.  The 
items in the school will be sold to other catholic schools in the area.



June 13, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the University of Illinois is getting a financial boost 
for agriculture research projects.  The university if getting $200,000 as part of a U.S. 
Agriculture Department grant.  The funds will be split between two projects.  One 
focused on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the other is working to develop a 
longer lasting vaccine to keep livestock healthier.

June 18, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Lutheran High School held a board meeting after 
community members expressed concern over a teacher’s public resignation letter.  A 
Lutheran High School teacher for more than 30 years told the school board he was 
resigning.  He then sent a letter to school alumni letting them know he was leaving the 
school due to some leadership differences.  The school said they were shocked to 
receive the news and they don’t know why he made that choice.

June 22, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a bill to raise teacher’s salaries is causing some 
controversy with small school districts.  Senate Bill 2892 said districts will start paying 
teachers a minimum of $40,000.  Waverly school district officials said they think paying 
teaches more is the right thing to do, but they said they understand there are some rural 
school districts that may have to reduce their number of teaching positions.  Dustin Day, 
Waverly Superintendent, said “It’s not just tightening the smaller school districts.  I know 
there’s a larger school district across the State of Illinois that are going through the 
same financial struggles that we are here at Waverly and like I said, while we are 
financially secure, there are much larger school districts that are not in the same spot.”  
If Governor Rauner signs the bill, school districts will have 4 years to implement the 
requirement.

June 26, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that officials from across the state said schools still have a 
long way to go until they are funded fairly.  The extra money given to schools under the 
new funding formula is a start, but it’s not nearly enough.  It’s been almost a year since 
the state changed the funding formula and officials said there’s still a lot of work that 
needs to be done before that goal can be met.



Government

April 2, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Attorney General’s office is working with 
state lawmakers to draft legislation that would help victims of sexual assault.  The 
legislation would require hospitals to have specially trained medical providers available 
arrival to examine sexual assault victims.  The hospitals would be required to have the 
medical professional available within 90 minutes of the patient’s arrival.  Hospitals would 
be required to implement this change by 2023.  According to the Attorney General’s 
office there are almost 200,000 registered nurses and only 32 are certified to work with 
sexual assault patients.  

April 6, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 44 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that some Illinois lawmakers want to legalize the sale 
of fireworks but the bill is receiving push back from safety advocates.  House 
Representative Dave Severin originally proposed making it legal to sell professional-
grade fireworks to anyone over the age of 18.  After speaking to concerned fire officials, 
he now said that he only wants to make consumer-grade fireworks legal to the general 
public.  Severin said “They go out of state and purchase fireworks illegally, bring them 
back into Illinois, and so we felt like this was an opportunity to give people a choice to 
do something in the State of Illinois that was legal.”  State Fire officials said they 
disagree with any kind of fireworks being legal.  They said they already see firework 
injuries, even with them being illegal.  

April 10, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Senate advanced a plan requiring 
public schools teach a unit on the contributions on gay and lesbians in society.  The 
Senate Education Committee endorsed the measure 8 to 2.  The Democratic Senator 
who sponsored the measure said the proposal will allow LGBT children to learn more 
about their own history.  

April 11, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Rachel Droze reported that Democratic lawmakers said it’s back to the drawing 
board to get a bump stock ban enacted in Illinois.  Both chambers passed a bill banning 



bump stocks, but the House sponsor said he’s not happy with the changes made in the 
Senate.  House Bill 1467 would make it a felony to possess bump stocks in the state.  
The bill passed the House on February 28th.  The Senate then amended the bill and 
passed it on March 14th.  Now the House needs to approve the amendment before the 
bill goes to Governor Rauner.  Bill Sponsor Representative Marty Moylan said “It was 
restrictive and banned bump stocks and gag cranks.  It went to the Senate and the 
Senate watered it down.  They took the language from the NRA and I don’t approve.”  
Moylan said he plans to either start from scratch or amend the existing bill.

April 12, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 48 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the fine for hunting or capturing specific animals 
could double or quadruple soon.  A bill in the House proposes doubling fines for hunting 
eagles, turkeys and owls.  The bill also increases the fine for illegally hunting trophy 
deer.  Representative Jerry Costello, Illinois 116th District, said “If we can keep the 
illegal poaching or taking of deer to a very minimum we would love to stop it but I don’t 
know if that’s realistic but keep it to a minimum.  Hopefully that will grow the trophy class 
deer in the state and bring in and drive more tourism.”  

April 14, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that U.S. Senator Dick Durbin released a statement about 
the airstrikes in Syria.  Senator Durbin said he supporter Former President Obama’s 
decision to retaliate against ASSAD but pointed out Obama didn’t proceed without 
congressional support.  Durbin said “President Trump’s action still raises the 
constitutional question of his authority to unilaterally attack another nation without 
congressional authorization.  It is time for Congress and the American people to engage 
in a national debate about that authorization to use military force in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Syria and Yemen.”

April 18, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that in the State of Illinois, a plan to put restrictions on 
insurance companies writing workers’ compensation policies has passed the Senate.  
The bill would require insurers to file intended rates and justify any requested changes. 
The plan is identical to one that Governor Bruce Rauner vetoed last year.  A 
spokesperson for Rauner said the bill is not real reform, but he hopes for a bipartisan 
solution.  

April 18, 2018



News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 43 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported a proposal to ban young children in Illinois from playing 
tackle football does not have the votes to pass this session.  Representative Carol 
Sente, a Vernon Hills Democrat who sponsored the measure, said parents and 
taxpayers “need more time to absorb the evidence” of a link between repeated blows to 
the brain and chronic traumatic encephalopathy but she’s not giving up on the bill.  
Sente said “If everyone really had a chance to be a little dispassionate about it and 
review the literature and have access to kind of all the data, I feel like parents will 
eventually come to this conclusion.”  CTE is a dementia-like, degenerative disease 
characterized by memory loss, violent behavior and depression.

April 30, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that lawmakers said 150,000 Illinoisans have been 
removed from the Medicaid rolls since January 1st and they’re trying to find out why.  
Lawmakers said it’s because of a new computer system that was intended to improve 
efficiencies but the state said it’s more likely because people are late filing their eligibility 
paperwork.  Representative Greg Harris said the program is forcing eligible residents 
out of the Medicaid.  Harris said during the first three months of the year, enrollment 
dropped by 150,000.  Harris cited one issue he sees with the system is the need for an 
active Experian credit profile to log in to the online portal.  Harris said “As one mom of a 
Down Syndrome kid called me up from out in the suburbs and said how the blank do I 
enroll my child because I have an adult child with Down Syndrome.  He has never had 
an Experian credit profile.”

May 1, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that May 31st is the legislative deadline to sign a 
balanced budget.  Governor Bruce Rauner answered questions regarding his budget 
proposal for next fiscal year.  Rauner believes the budget can be balanced with reforms.  
The governor said he wants to bring the income tax height back down over time.  During 
the three-to four-year period, a billion-dollar tax cut after the courts fund pension reform.  
Rauner said these steps will help create a balanced budget for many years to come.  
He said “What we’ve got to do is reduce the cost of government, the government 
bureaucracy and grow our economy by reducing the regulatory burden.  That’s the way 
we will keep our budgets balanced.”  Rauner said he wants to pass a full year budget 
with no new taxes.  The proposed budget on the state spending 37.6-billion-dollars.  
The general assembly has until May 31st to vote on the budget.

May 2, 2018



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

Justin Carter reported that Governor Rauner’s Administration released a plan for 
the Quincy veteran’s home.  Since 2015, 13 residents have died from Legionella 
bacteria.  The recommendations for the home include a new facility that could house up 
to 300 residents.  Currently there are capped pipes underneath the building, causing 
sitting water, which can contain the bacteria.  Rauner said he wants to take out those 
pipes and reconstruct the 130-year-old building.  Rauner said “Legionella bacteria breed 
in the Mississippi River water and then come into the system, so we want to change the 
source as well as change the plumbing and build a new modern facility because the 
needs of our veterans are evolving.”  The cost for the new reconstruction could be up to 
250-million-dollars.  The report must be approved by legislature.

May 3, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that an Illinois bill would allow veterans organizations to 
install gambling machines in communities that would otherwise prohibit them.  
Supporters said it will help American Legion and Veterans of Foreign War that are 
struggling as membership declines.  State gambling records reported Huntley American 
Legion Post 673 made over $116,000 from video gambling.  Opponents said the bill is 
an intrusion on local control.

May 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Justin Carter reported that the Senate has sent a bill to stop off-shore hiring to 
Governor Bruce Rauner’s desk.  Off-shore hiring is the practice of employees at the 
governor’s office being paid by other state agencies’ budgets.  Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza said governors from both parties have done this for years.  Rauner’s 
spokesperson said the administration has publicly reported all of the governor’s 
employees and salaries.

May 8, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that another bill in reaction to the death of a Children 
and Families Services worker has cleared a Senate committee.  The measure would 
increase the penalties for assaulting a DCFS employee, if it causes permanent 
disability.  Pamela Knight, a DCFS worker in the Chicago area, died from her injuries 
after being kicked in the head while trying to take a child into protective custody.  A 
similar bill recently failed in the House.  



May 23, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 17 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois House approved legislation to 
temporarily confiscate guns from people threatening violence.  The measure allows 
family members and law enforcement to petition a court to suspend a person’s gun 
license for six months.  The person must show signs that they’re a threat to themselves 
or others.  The plan now goes to the Senate.

May 24, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Representative Barbara Wheeler wants to find out 
why Illinois’ strip club tax isn’t bringing in as much money as initially expected.  The live 
adult entertainment surcharge, commonly called pole tax, was passed in 2012.  The 
revenue helps fund rape crisis centers in the state.  When it passed, the general 
assembly estimated it would bring in a million dollars a year but it only brings in about 
$400,000.  Representative Wheeler asked the state to perform an audit to find out why.  
Representative Barbara Wheeler said “When I found out that the State of Illinois was 
only receiving revenue from 40, about half of the gentleman’s clubs, there was just a 
huge flag so the question is who is going to find out who’s paying taxes and how much.  
Not just the pole tax, but just business taxes in general.”  Wheeler said that about 70 
clubs in Illinois should be paying the tax.  Only the clubs that serve alcohol pay the 
surcharge.

May 25, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

John Reger reported that a bipartisan group of lawmakers is pushing to reinstate 
the death penalty in Illinois for certain crimes.  Some of the language is found in an 
amendatory veto that Governor Rauner filed.  It would allow capital punishment for 
people who commit mass murder or kill police or firefighters.  It doesn’t include any of 
the gun control measures proposed by the governor.  Representative Jerry Costello 
said “I do believe that a conversation on the death penalty for people who commit such 
violent acts, especially against those protecting us and protecting our safety and our 
freedom.  I think it’s a conversation that needs to be had.”  

June 5, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Justin Carter reported that J.B. Pritzker, Democratic candidate for Governor, 
responded to the new budget.  Pritzker’s campaign released a statement saying “Bruce 
Rauner finally agreeing to sign his name on a budget crafted by the general assembly, 
three years into his time in office, won’t change the massive amounts of damage this 
failed governor has done to this state.”

June 8, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 43 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a bill that will raise the age on buying tobacco products 
from 18 to 21 is headed to Governor Rauner’s desk.  If someone tries to buy tobacco 
products with fake identification, they could face a misdemeanor.  The American Lung 
Association said this will have an instant benefit but local cigar shops are worried about 
what this could mean for business.  Robert Mack, Manager at Cigars for Aficionados, 
said “It’ll hurt small businesses.  It’s hurt a lot of businesses.  People in the tobacco 
business, small convenience stores, gas stations, drug stores, grocery stores and on 
and on.”  The American Lung Association said this can help reduce the number of kids 
who start smoking at an early age.

June 15, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

John Reger reported that Senator Dick Durbin responded to President Donald 
Trump’s comments about how Kim Jong-Un’s people sit up at attention and saying, “I 
want my people to do the same.”  Durbin said that North Koreans sit at attention 
because they live in fear of the regime.  Durbin said “America is a lot different.  We are 
a free nation.  We are free to applaud people we agree with and free to sit on our hands 
if we feel that way too.  So, if the president is saying he wants the same kind of 
approach that Kim Jong-Un is using, he’s forgetting what America is all about.”  
President Trump later said he was kidding about those comments and it was just 
sarcasm.

June 19, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that House Speaker Michael Madigan and eight other 
lawmakers announced a former state executive inspector general will investigate the 
House of Representatives.  Maggie Hickey has been appointed to investigate house 
operations and procedures.  This comes after harassment complaints against 
Democratic Senator Lou Lang and Madigan’s former Chief of Staff.

June 21, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Ana Espinosa reported that it can take more than 4 years to reach a final 
decision on a discrimination charge.  Governor Rauner signed an executive order to 
change the process.  Rauner wants the Illinois Human Rights Commission to clean up 
their backlog.  Right now, there are over 1,000 cases unresolved.  The Human Rights 
Commission has 60 days to create an 18-month plan to eliminate backlogged cases.  
The IHRC is the first stop when a person files a discrimination complaint.  Because of 
the backlog, it’s difficult for victims to receive legal assistance.  Carl Draper, Attorney, 
said “I applaud what’s happened recently with a change in legislation and some 
enhancements to the quality of the commissioners, their education, and experience in 
attempts to reduce the backlog but there is even more we can do.”  The executive order 
creates a process for tracking and transparency on backlogs.  Rauner also appointed a 
new director for the IHRC to oversee the process.  

Health and Wellness

April 1, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the April is National Stress Awareness month.  
Alzheimer and Dementia caregivers often find themselves overwhelmed and stressed 
out.  There are over 500,000 caregivers for Alzheimer and Dementia patients in Illinois 
and in one year they provide over 600-million-hours of unpaid care for more than 
200,000 patients.  As symptoms worsen, caregivers report stress, anxiety and 
depression.  Michelle Ramlow, Manager of Education and Outreach, said “Oh, stress 
manifests itself in several psychological ways within the body and statistically speaking 
caregivers often times pass away before the people they are caring for.  It leads to a 
myriad of medical issues.”  

April 4, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a preliminary report showed it would cost the state 
up to 278-million-dollars to replace the residential building at the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Quincy.  The Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs said that replacing the building is 
the best way to deal with the outbreak of Legionnaires’ Disease that has caused 13 
deaths since 2015.

April 9, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 18 seconds



Dee Dee Gatton reported that a third person died after using synthetic 
cannabinoids.  The Department of Public Health confirmed that a 40-year-old man 
suffered severe bleeding after using the substance.  A total of 107 cases have been 
reported.  The health department said they are now officially calling it an outbreak.

April 12, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that Banquet recalled more than 135,000 pounds of 
Salisbury steak products.  The family-size six Salisbury steaks and brown gravy might 
be contaminated with bone and other materials.  There have been three reports of 
people suffering minor mouth injuries from the meat and several consumer complaints.  
The affected items were produced on March 10th, 2018 and have a best by date of 
September 1, 2019 printed on the package.

April 13, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that healthy bodies all over the world are investigating 
possible dangers associated with MRI’s.  One of the catalysts for that action is Gena 
Norris, the wife of American icon Chuck Norris.  Gena Norris became critically ill from a 
series of MRI’s.  Since then, she and other victims raised concerns about a commonly 
used dye called Gadolinium.  For Gena, healing took years and two-million-dollars of 
treatments but the battle isn’t over and Gena and her husband are suing the makers 
and distributors of those dyes.

April 17, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that veterinarians across the state join the fight against 
the opioid epidemic, looking for owners abusing their pets’ prescriptions.  In January a 
new law went into effect requiring veterinarians who subscribe controlled substances to 
enroll in the Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program.  They have to look up a client’s 
prescription history before writing out a prescription to owners who may be trying to get 
opioids to use or sell illegally.  Dr. Thomas Antonini of Capitol Hill Veterinary Services 
said “The prescription monitoring program basically has been implemented to help 
veterinarians also fight the national opioid crisis that we have here in the U.S. and it’s a 
way for us to monitor abuse as well.”  The new prescription monitoring program doesn’t 
just apply to veterinarians.  All physicians prescribing controlled substances are 
required to use the database.

April 19, 2018
News Channel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health released a 
list of nursing homes with major violations.  Villa Health Care East in Sherman made the 
list.  The facility was fined $25,000 in March for a violation.  This means the violation 
could result in serious harm or death to a resident.  No Springfield nursing homes made 
the list.

April 24, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

John Reger reported that according to the Illinois Department of Public Health, 
there’s a fourth death connected to the use of synthetic marijuana.  More than 150 
people in Illinois in 13 counties have been sickened by synthetic cannabinoids laced 
with rat poison.  

April 27, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that doctors are reminding everyone to protect their 
skin from the sun.  Doctors said applying lotion with sunscreen protection should be part 
of their daily routine.  Cassandra Clamen, M.D. of Springfield Clinic, said “The fact is 
you really need to wear sunscreen year round.  And not just with the cue that it’s hot so 
now I need sunscreen.  You just need it all year.”  When it comes to protecting kids, be 
sure to dress them in protective clothing and don’t forget to reapply sunscreen 
throughout the day.

May 3, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that the U.S. Surgeon General said local efforts to 
decrease opioid related deaths are now working.  The decrease is due large in part to 
overdose reversals such as Narcan.  Officials in Springfield said while they have seen 
an increase in the number of opioid related calls, the reversals have helped save 
several people who are already unconscious.  

May 7, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Ana Espinosa reported that there are four confirmed cases of the mumps at 
Western Illinois University.  Mumps is an infectious disease and highly contagious.  
Western Illinois University and the state health department are working to investigate 



and contain the outbreak.  One of the concerns is that the school year is ending.  
Melaney Arnold, Spokesperson for the Illinois Department of Public Health, said “They 
are to be going home whether that’s elsewhere in the state or across the country.  We 
want to make sure that people are aware of this and know how to protect themselves 
and protect others.”  Doctors said the best way to protect yourself and your family is to 
get vaccinated.  Typically, children are vaccinated for the mumps.  If you did not receive 
the vaccination as a child you can still get it as an adult.

May 11, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 16 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that a bill was introduced after the Legionnaires 
outbreak is headed to Governor Rauner’s desk.  The Senate passed the measure, 
would require state veteran’s home administrators to notify the public of a case within 
24 hours of the diagnosis.  Governor Rauner said he supports the proposal.  

May 14, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Ana Espinosa reported that blood donation centers across the state need 
donations.  Officials said this decreasing donations is a regular thing they see every 
year once summer gets closer because school is out and people tend to travel more.  
As a way to promote blood donations, the Central Illinois Community Blood Center is 
giving out free t-shirts.  The goal is to increase donations.  Anna McFarland, Central 
Illinois Community Blood Center, said “So people have gone on their summer vacations 
and blood donations just drop because we are doing different things this time of year.  
So we ask people to keep in mind blood donations now especially and how important it 
is for our local hospitals.”  

June 7, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 16 seconds

Dee Dee Gatton reported that more Americans are taking their own lives.  A new 
report showed between 1999 and 2016 the number of suicides has risen across the 
entire nation.  Overall suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in the nation and one 
of three leading causes of mortality that is increasing. 

June 9, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that a nationwide outbreak of salmonella has left six people 
in Illinois sick and more than 60 sick in five Midwestern states.  The Illinois Department 



of Public Health said pre-cut melons from Walmart are the source of the outbreak.  
Officials warned there may be more recalls as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
continues to identify the source of the outbreak.

June 12, 2018
News Channel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Em Nguyen reported that Sangamon County has just started testing for the West 
Nile Virus in the area.  Officials said they have seen more mosquitos than usual in the 
area this summer.  The Sangamon County Public Health Department said there are 
several ways to test for the virus, including testing dead birds and catching mosquitos to 
test.

June 18, 2018
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 14 seconds

John Reger reported that a boil order is scheduled for June 19th for the residents 
of Moweaqua.  Residents are asked to boil water starting at 8 a.m.  The order is tied to 
equipment being replaced in the pumping stations.
June 26, 2018
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Rachel Pierson reported that the Illinois Department of Public Health reported 
more cases of severe bleeding from synthetic cannabinoids, which is also known as 
spice or K2.  More than 160 cases in 15 counties have now been reported since late 
March and four people have died.  Many of the cases tested positive for a chemical 
found in rat poison.

Public Service Announcements

Fatherhood Involvement 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 49 times
• PSA sponsored by National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse 

The goals of this campaign are to provide, facilitate, and disseminate current research, 
proven and innovative strategies that will encourage and strengthen fathers and 
families.  Dads can visit www.fatherhood.gov for tips and hints, fatherhood programs or 
the online library for resources on responsible fatherhood.  

Goodwill Industries International 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 76 times

http://www.fatherhood.gov


• PSA sponsored by Goodwill Industries International  
The campaign strives to raise awareness to the direct link between the donations of 
used clothes and household items to Goodwill and job creation.  Goodwill is the leading 
non-profit provider of job training and career and community services.  Goodwill uses 
the revenue earned from the donations to fund job training and development programs.  
Viewers can visit www.goodwill.org for more information on their job training and 
employment programs.

Save the Children
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 11 times
• PSA sponsored by Save the Children Federation, Inc.

This campaign strives to transform the lives and future of children.  The organization 
believes every child deserves a future.  They give children a healthy start in life and the 
opportunity to learn.  Viewers can visit www.savethechildren.org for more information on 
becoming a child sponsor.

Susan G. Komen Organization
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 6 times
• PSA sponsored by the Susan G. Komen Organization

The campaign strives to help reduce breast cancer deaths.  The organization uses 
donations for research, community health outreach, advocacy and programs in more 
than 60 countries.  To date, their efforts have reduced breast cancer deaths by 38%.  
Viewers can visit www.komen.org to donate or for more information on breast cancer.

http://www.goodwill.org
http://www.savethechildren.org
http://www.komen.org

