
Issue VPR Classical Feature Air Date & Length

Public Safety

VPR Classical provides comprehensive weather forecasts along with information about all 

special weather-related watches, warnings, and advisories that affect listeners in the region. 

Delayed school openings, school closures, and notices about weather-related event 

cancellations and venue changes are also included in this information. (In drive time, forecasts 

are given approximately four times per hour, with each report being about 30 seconds in length.) 

The station also provides serious traffic and transit alerts when the situation is of great 

significance to the listening audience.

daily

Arts / Culture

In the 20th century no medium affected culture more than film. The music written to accompany 

the images, story and dialogue has become a huge part of the movie-going experience. In many 

cases it’s impossible to separate the musical theme from the film itself; the two become one in 

our minds. This episode of Timeline explores the human impact of music. Broadcast during 

Classical Music with James Stewart.

3 mins; 3 sec; 1/6 at 5:30pm

Arts / Culture

“In the beginning was the voice. Voice is sounding breath, the audible sign of life.” Those 

beautiful words were written by Otto Jespersen, an early 20th century Danish linguist, in the 

book Language, Its Nature, Development and Origin. Jespersen was on to something with that 

statement, voice as “the audible sign of life.” It reminds me of another popular quote by Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow, “Music is the universal language of mankind.” We explore the voice as 

the origin of music on this episode of Timeline, on Classical Music with James Stewart.

3 mins, 37 sec; 3/9 at 5:30pm

Education 

The Heath Quartet, from Great Britain, is in-residence at Vermont's Middlebury College. The 

Quartet is in the middle of a cycle of the complete Beethoven Quartets, and is committed to 

educating their audience in understanding and celebrating the great composer's work. They 

share their work with VPR Classical's listening audience on Classical Music with Walter Parker.

47 mins; 1/10 at 11am

Politics and 

Government 

We trace the use of music in advertising and political campaigns, experience auditory illusions 

and experiments and follow the history of music therapy in this special episode of Timeline 

focused on music and the mind, with Vermont experts and focus. Broadcast during Classical 

Music with James Stewart.

47 mins, 14 sec; 1/2 at 6pm
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Vermont Issues

The husband-and-wife duo of David Finckel and Wu Han have deep roots in Vermont. They are 

currently co-artistic directors of Music at Menlo and Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, 

and connected to Vermont through Bennington College and the Point Counterpoint Music camp. 

They share stories of Vermont music and culture on Classical Music with Walter Parker.

57 mins, 28 sec; 2/28 at 11am

Wildlife / 

Environment

You’re at a wedding reception, this song starts to play and suddenly the dance floor is full of 

people moving together in rhythm. The crowd intuits the pulse of the music, corporately agrees 

on where the beat is and starts to move together. That’s how group dance works. This ability is 

something we share as humans and with other members of the animal kingdom. But do we ever 

think about what it takes to make this happen? How do we dance together and why? We find out 

during this episode of Timeline. Broadcast during Classical Music with James Stewart.

4 mins, 6 sec; 3/2 at 5:30pm

Wildlife / 

Environment

“My sweet little sisters, birds of the sky, you are bound to heaven, to God, your Creator. In every 

beat of your wings and in every note of your songs, praise God.” Those are the opening words of 

St. Francis of Assisi’s Sermon to the Birds. Francis is the patron saint of animals. His writings 

and the accounts of his life point to a kinship between humanity and all living creatures, an 

important aspect of Franciscan spirituality. Broadcast during Classical Music with James 

Stewart.

3 mins, 38 sec; 3/16 at 5:30pm


