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   WNBW QUARTERLY ISSUES 

   Second Quarter 2016 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville community at-large were the following issues: 

   Consumer Information 

   Healthcare and Medical News 

   Child Safety 

   Crime 

   Government 

   Employment 

   Animal Abuse 

   Helping Veterans 

   Fire Safety 

   Elderly 

   Gun Issues     

   Police/Citizen Interaction 

   Feeding Children 

   Disaster Preparedness 



   Politics 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Sundays, Second Quarter 2016     

    April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016 

Airtime:   Sundays, 5:30am plus various other    

    available times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who 

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Local Crime 

Program:   Police on Duty 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:   Saturdays and Sundays Second Quarter 2016  

    April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016 

Airtime:   Saturdays, 2:30am and Sundays 4:30am plus various  

    other times available throughout the quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department  

    we air this locally-produced show featuring current 

    day-to-day problems that face this local law    

    enforcement agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Sundays Second Quarter 2016     

    April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016 

Airtime:   6:30am 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs  

    program which covers a wide array of community  

    issues, including health, community events and   

    community programs benefitting our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:   Crime/Healthcare/Consumer Information/Elderly/Gun 

   Issues/Police/Citizen Interaction/Politics/Feeding   

   Children/Disaster Preparedness/Fire Safety/   

   Government/Helping Veterans/Jobs/Animal Abuse 

Program:  CBS4 News on NBC9 

Type of Program: Daily Half Hour News Program 

Airdate:  Monday-Friday, Second Quarter 2016    

   April 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016 

Airtime:  6pm and 11pm 

Duration:  30 minutes 

Description:  See attached for details on specific issues covered  

   throughout the quarter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ISSUE: Jobs 

April 5 Governor Rick Scott paid a visit to our area to talk about adding more jobs to our 

economy and a local company that's been doing just that. 

"Alachua County has added more than 3,000 jobs in the last three months and the unemployment 

rates down to 4 percent, there's not many places in the state where the unemployment's down to 4 

percent." 

And Governor Scott spoke with us about adding 75 jobs in the last few years here at 

Nanotherapeutics Inc., a pharmaceutical company right here in Alachua." 

"Look at what this company's doing and you're going to see that they're going to continue to add 

jobs and that's what's great about this state, it's wonderful to be here, congratulations to everyone 

that's here and I look forward to continued success," says Scott. 

They've hired a lot of people like Jonah Goolsby. 

Goolsby went to Gainesville High School and the University of Florida. 

He's an Army veteran who served in the Iraqi War and he even received the purple heart. 

Now he's working at a company that develops and manufactures bio-pharmaceutical products 

and medical devices. 

Nanotherapeutics Inc., itself has a great culture and a great small business to work for and I 

would encourage anyone looking for a job to check us out," says Goolsby. 

The governor also talked about overall job growth in Florida. 

Last year, we added 230,000 jobs and the unemployment rate keeps going down, we're at an 

eight year low unemployment rate and we have the fastest job growth rate of all the ten largest 

states," says Governor Scott. 

Governor Scott also met with the Gainesville Council for Economic Outreach to talk about how 

to continue adding more jobs to the area each month.      

   

 

 

 



 

ISSUE: Consumer Information 

April 8 Whether you're traveling by car, on a bike, or just walking on University Avenue, 

a $500,000 project will be improving travel at the intersection of University Ave and East 14th 

Street. 

"This side of town needs it, you can't just change roads on the other side of town without 

changing the roads on this side of town, because people ride over here too," said bicyclist 

Bernard Thompson. 

Thompson, who rides his bike daily, says he was happy to hear the sidewalks were being 

replaced. 

"They're unlevel, they're old, they're from back in the days, ancient, can't count the years 

probably back from when I was a kid," he said. 

All new traffic signals, handicap accessible ramps, and roadway sensors will be put in, as well as 

pedestrian countdown signals. 

Drivers can expect lane closures from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. on 

weekdays. 

April 14 We see them surrounding retention ponds and flying around the park, but already 

this year, mosquitoes are out in full force. 

"Blame it on El Nino, we did not get any sustained freezes this winter, so we don't get the adult 

population kill off that we typically get in the winter months," said Environmental Health 

Director Anthony Dennis. 

Along with the threat of well-known mosquito-borne diseases is the Zika Virus. Right now, 

Florida has 87 confirmed cases, which is more than any other state. Of those 87 cases, 4 are in 

Alachua County. 

The health department says it is important to control standing water on your property, and avoid 

work zones where water pools. 

"We do monitor mosquito activity through sentinel chickens, we have six flocks strategically 

placed throughout the county. We have ten mosquito traps to look for the species, look for vector 

species and look for blooms in their population," Dennis said. 

The health department says there are easy steps that you can take to protect you and your family. 

They say it's important to wear long sleeves and long pants, as well as use an EPA approved 

insect repellent when outdoors late in the day. 



"And then you can protect your home by making sure all your screens are intact and your porch 

screen are intact," said Dennis. 

You can always report mosquito problems to your city's mosquito control, or to the department 

of health. 

April 14 The Alachua County Commission voted on an ordinance Tuesday that would 

make sure that contracted workers make the same minimum wage as regular county workers, 

which is 12 dollars an hour. 

"I've seen so much personal tragedy because of low wages, people losing their homes of many 

years, people getting evicted, families breakup over money, so there's been a lot of negative 

consequences to the low wages," says Francis Folz-Donahue, the President of Amalgamated 

Transit Union Local 1579. Under this ordinance, the pay for contracted workers would increase 

as the wages for county* workers go up. 

The Clachua County Labor Coalition believes contracted workers deserve to make higher wages 

than they do now saying it's expensive to live in Alachua County. 

"For housing here in Alachua County, for food here in Alachua County, child care in Alachua 

county, a 2 family household needs to be making about $14.60 an hour each just to make ends 

meat without having to rely on food stamps, housing subsides or anything like that, the current 

minimum wage in Alachua County is $8:05 an hour so it doesn't add up," says Jeremiah 

Tattersall, an Alachua County Labor Coalition organizer.  

But Tuesday the commission voted unanimously to pass the living wage ordinance with a few 

exemptions regarding inmates, students, job training programs, disability, and non-profits. 

Some University of Florida students say they would eventually like to see a pay increase for 

students. 

"So at the University of Florida 1 out of every 3 graduate assistants are paid below the poverty 

line after they pay fees back to the university so that's $1,500 dollars every academic year, now 

for us that's not a living wage," says Alec Dinnin, a UF graduate student.  

The coalition also has plans to raise the minimum wage from $12.00 an hour to $13.00 by the 

end of the year and up to $14.60 within the next two years. 

April 19 With fans blowing across the crowded room, and buses lifted on jacks, some 

school officials say the Alachua County Public Schools fleet maintenance facility isn't making 

the grade. 

"So that takes a lot more time to do things, and that's basically because the facility is just really 

old," said Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Paul White. 



Members of the school board toured the facility Monday evening, which White says is 

inadequate with low ceilings and outdated technology. 

"We really need to improve the working conditions for our employees so they can do their job, 

and they can do it more safely, we don't have computerized systems which most fleet facilities 

have now," he said. 

In a stark contrast, board members also toured the city of Gainesville's maintenance facility, to 

see what a state-of-the-art facility looks like. 

White says it is possible to pay for a new facility by lowering the number of buses on the fleet, 

and reallocating money that was previously used on three staff members, who plan to retire at the 

end of the year. 

April 22 World famous for her work as an environmentalist, and an animal rights activist 

all across the world, Dr. Jane Goodall took the stage right here at the University of Florida. 

The chimpanzee researcher shared some of her most precious moments of work with a very 

engaged audience. "The greeting you would hear if you came with me to Gombe national park in 

Tanzania. This is me, this is Jane." 

Some UF students are calling this an opportunity of a lifetime. "Ever since I was a little kid, I 

wanted to be a wildlife biologist. Jane Goodall is probably the biggest influence on that." "It's 

exciting to have the opportunity to have such a world changing conservationist here locally. 

Took off work to be here, yes." 

With just over 1,700 tickets, UF says they sold out within 45 minutes of being released. People 

waited for hours just to hear Dr. Goodall speak. Another UF student says, "When I was little I 

was homeschooled, and so I had a lot of time on my hands and so I watched a lot of 

documentaries. A lot of it focused on Jane Goodall's work, and it really spoke to me. I'm a 

zoology major now." 

Goodall spoke about her experiences in the wild, and shared personal memories of working with 

chimpanzees in Africa. Chimps who were recognized to have similar psychological and 

emotional traits to humans, almost completely because of her research. Goodall says she 

continues her work as an activist through encouraging others to make the world a better place for 

future generations. 

5/10 After just over a year of preparations, Gainesville is now home to a new bike-sharing 

program.  

"So I think it's not just a big step for cycling but for tourism and for residents who want to travel 

to downtown, but don't want to have to move their car or have other issues, they want to actually 

explore more," said Joseph Floyd, head of the Active Streets Alliance.  



As bicycles were delivered to the new station at Bo Diddley Plaza on Friday, curious residents 

stopped by to check it out.  

To ride, first purchase a membership through Zagster, then enter the bike number you wish to 

rent in their mobile app and get a code. Then enter that same code into the box located on the 

back of the bike. The box will open and inside you'll find a key you can use to unlock the bike's 

U-lock.  

"You can return it to any station, it just has to start and end at a station but you can do a midstop 

ride, so you can enjoy a day at the bar, lock your bike up on the sidewalk, and return it to the 

station when you're done," said Kelli Hoyt- Rupert of Zagster.  

UF student Donovan Bailey already has a bicycle, but saw the bike-sharing station as an 

opportunity.  

"If I did end up needing another bike I would definitely use it, the rates seem like they're pretty 

reasonable," he said.  

For the launch, the city has 2 stations and 16 bicycles, but with the help of community 

partnerships, they hope to quickly expand.  

"16 right now it seems pretty small, I understand they're starting out, so hopefully it grows a 

whole lot more," Bailey said.  

As part of the kickoff, everyone is invited to join Mayor Lauren Poe for a 5.5 mile bike ride on 

Saturday morning. The ride begins at 9 a.m. at Bo Diddley Plaza.  

5/11 The Alachua County commission has decided to hold off on its lawsuit against the city of 

Gainesville after last night's commission meeting. 

In Tuesday night's commission meeting, the county decided to put their lawsuit against the city 

on hold over ownership over the old rts bus facility in SE Gainseville.  

"What we discussed last night was to provide an opportunity to give about 30 days of space so 

that our staffs can exchange information, we can get to all the facts and then hopefully work out 

this dispute," said District 4 County Commissioner Ken Cornell.  

In April, CBS 4 reported that the county filed a lawsuit against the city saying under a reverter 

agreement from the 1980's, if the city was no longer using the facility for RTS purposes, then the 

land needs to go back to the county. 

The county says they are open for the city and county to work together on this issue, even last 

night the county withdrew their public records request for security footage on how the land is 

being used. 



"It helps kind of narrow the discussion about really the issue, which is really the ownership and 

the reverter and so if we can get the information that we requested, which was much less in the 

letter that we sent yesterday, and the city can provide that then hopefully the staffs can work out 

this dispute," said Commissioner Cornell.  

In the letter last night addressed  to Mayor Lauren Poe, the county made a number of request 

including asking for both parties to be able to take photos and inspect the old land property to see 

exactly how it's being used. 

And the city says it has been listening and paying close attention to the county meetings 

regarding this issue.  

"We feel as though the county's actions were appropriate, it gives the opportunity for additional 

dialogue regarding the site," says Bob Woods, Communication and Marketing Manager for the 

City of Gainesville.  

On Thursday, Commissioner Robert Hutchinson is expected to meet with Mayor Lauren Poe to 

talk about the RTS land dispute. 

5/11 Cross Creek, Newberry, High Springs, Windsor, Micanopy, Alachua, La Crosse, and 

Melrose all have something in common. They partner with Alachua Fire Rescue to provide a 

higher EMS and Fire Service in the county. For years, they have had agreements, and according 

to Chief Bill Northcutt, those departments haven't received an increase in funding since 2011. He 

says, "We'd like to keep all of the partner agencies intact. But I think there's a lot of push from 

the insurance industry based on the risk, on whether or not they can continue to provide that 

service." 

The insurance costs have been rising, and some of the smaller volunteer departments say they 

can't hold on much longer without some sort of funding increase.  Raplh Parteridge was one of 

the founding members of the Cross Creek department, and he says, "We didn't start Cross Creek 

Volunteer Fire Department to save money or to change insurance ratings. We did it to save our 

neighbors lives."  

For the first time in a long time, the increase may be possible. On Tuesday night, the Alachua 

County Commission unanimously voted to have the contracts revised with each of the smaller 

stations. This does not necessarily guarantee more funding, but it does leave it open for 

discussion and revision.  Chief Northcutt says he will start meeting with each station individually 

as early as next week. Each of the contracts will be presented to the board at the end of June. If 

approved, those changes will take effect fiscal year 2017.  

5/13 During Thursday's city commission meeting, officials agreed to re-construct the current 

bus program for the homeless. 

The current bus pass program for the homeless would have expired  May 18th, meaning there 

would be a gap in free bus services for those living at Grace Marketplace and Dignity Village for 

six weeks. 



But the city says they're not going to let that happen. 

"We're going to step in and make sure that during that six week period bus passes will be 

available, but they're going to be available based on the new program and the new process that 

we're going to be implementing," said District 1 Commissioner Charles Goston.  

"I feel very thankful that the commission appreciates that this is meeting a critical need and plans 

to make sure that need continues to be met," said Joe Jackson, attorney  for the Alachua County 

Coaltion for the Homeless and Hungry.  

The coalition says the homeless bus program is vital because a lot of these people have jobs they 

need to get to or are seeking medical attention and they need transportation. 

The city purchased the bus passes at a discounted rate and the Alachua County Coalition for the 

Homeless and Hungry gives out those passes. 

"This past year the city funded 2,000 annual bus passes that had a set expiration date that doesn't 

reflect the fact that people experience homelessness for set periods of time or for a certain period 

of time," said Jackson.  

Under the reconstructed program, passes would be given out monthly instead at the beginning of 

the year. 

Commissioner Goston says having the new system in place will make sure no one is abusing the 

bus pass program. 

"The rules will have to be met, and that's why the restructuring is going to take place so that 

those people who need the help and need the passes to get where they got to go and that they use 

this as an opportunity," said Commissioner Goston.  

During the meeting the city also suggested partnering up with the Alachua County Community 

Transportation Coordinator in order to apply for a grant that will help pay for additional funding 

for the program. 

The city is currently spending $15,000 to help cover for the six week gap in free bus service to 

the homeless. 

And If the grant is awarded, the new program will begin July 1st. 

5/23  Intensive Treatment Modalities opened up their new doors on 6th street about a month 

ago. After neighbors petitioned to keep sex offender treatment out, the company allegedly 

agreed. City Commissioner Todd Chase confirms that with multiple daycare facilities and 

schools in that area, treatment like this would not be approved by the City of Gainesville. "We 

understand the need for those services in our community, but not here. It's not zoned for that and 

it's not a proper use of that area. So if it's occurring, that means that something was probably 

withheld on the application." 



ITM is still saying they're not treating sex offenders here on 6th street. But after a City 

Commission meeting last night, neighbors are saying that's complete untrue. Commissioner 

Chase says, "Commissioner Carter told us that on May 2nd that he went there, he set up a 

meeting, he toured the facility with one of the owners. and he said very specifically the owner 

told him that they were providing court ordered sexual offender treatment at the location. He 

showed them where they came in, where they sat and everything, he said he was pretty open 

about it." 

Some neighbors are now terrified about letting their children play in what they say was once a 

quiet residential neighborhood. Neighbor Deborah Hart says, "Parents are not letting their 

children play in the road, like ride their bikes, or play ball. Which I've seen for years, I've been 

here for 8 years. And the parents are saying children are not allowed to walk to other people's 

houses to play." 

A few of the neighbors in the area have even gotten pictures of state vehicles parked in ITM's lot, 

which they believe are transporting the court ordered sex offenders into the neighborhood. Hart 

says, "An adult male from their parking lot approached the only house right along this street that 

has a visible playground and there were children playing in the yard. And that man asked, can I 

talk to you? That family now has an 8 foot fence." 

CBS4 News did reach out to ITM for a comment, but they were unavailable. The city says an 

attorney is looking further into ITM's original application, and they are investigating to find out 

if sex offenders are being treated at the site. We'll be following this story... and updating you 

with new developments. 

5/26 Today the Gainesville City Commission held a meeting to discuss the public pushback on 

Intensive Treatment Modalities. 

Neighbor Deborah Hart says, "This is from ITM to the city. It is saying we treat sex offenders. 

We intend to treat sex offenders at 1208. " 

The treatment center has been in it's new location on 6th street for about a month. Neighbors say 

they have had uncomfortable and threatening encounters with both the staff and the patients at 

the center. 

Commissioners were split on the issue, with Commissioner Carter stating that ITM told him they 

were treating court ordered sex offenders at this location. Commissioner Goston says ITM told 

him they were not treating court ordered sex offenders here. 

As the committee shared today, there is no law against *voluntary* treatment of sex offenders 

anywhere, only court ordered. Meaning that ITM or any company could be treating sex offenders 

who choose to seek help on their own, and there is nothing the city can do. 

Neighbor Sally Adkins says, "For the safety of my family, I'd like to understand what exactly is 

taking place there." 



But ITM was not there to answer these questions. The Commission says it's possible ITM left 

something off the application, or the application questions didn't accurately ask what type of 

business was coming into the area. The city says after dealing with a situation like this, they're 

going to make sure the business applications don't have any loopholes, where certain kinds of 

businesses could end up in residential neighborhoods. The city is planning to investigate the he 

said/she said matter further, and try to determine exactly what ITM is doing. 

5/26 Researchers from the University of Florida have uncovered a dangerous invasive species 

right here in our home state. 

And while it might look like a gator,  it's actually a Nile Crocodile.  

Researchers at the University of Florida used DNA analysis on captured crocodiles in the 

Everglades and found that a handful of them were closely related to the Nile Crocodile found in 

Africa. 

And while alligators like those right here in Lake Alice are no stranger to those living in Florida, 

crocodiles on the other hand have residents very concerned. 

"I've gotten accustomed to seeing the alligators, I'm not from Florida but I've gotten in the past 

four years pretty used to seeing them, a crocodile would be a definite shock, they're bigger, 

differently shaped you know, it'd be very surprising," says UF student Evan Waite.  

"I read something about man-eating crocodiles so it's a little bit terrifying at first,"  says UF Grad 

student Brittany Campbell.  

In fact Nile Crocodiles can grow up to 18 feet long. 

And they are much more aggressive than the average alligator or American Croc. 

But UF researchers say it's nothing to be afraid of right now. 

Although they don't know how the Nile crocodiles got to Florida 

They most likely escaped some form of captivity. 

There's still no sign that the crocs are actually re-producing. 

And students from the University of Florida say they're excited for their school's recent find. 

"Anything coming from a scientific standpoint that gets the public interested I think is really 

great especially because this is an invasive species and i'm a biologist even though i don't study 

crocodiles i think it's really great to have that awareness," says Campbell.  

Researcher with the University of Florida say between 2010 and 2014, there were almost 500 

people injured and over 100 deaths from Nile Crocodile attacks in Africa. 



6/2 It's a heated topic between county and city commissioners since April, but Mayor Lauren 

Poe says he's working hard with county commissioner Hutch Hutchinson over what to do with 

the old RTS property in SE Gainesville. 

"We're really moving forward in a positive direction just talking about what are the potential uses 

of the site, what's the highest best use of the site," says Mayor Poe.   

And while there are no set plans yet, city officials say there's a lot of potential over how the land 

can be used. 

"We have Depot Park that's just about to open right across the street, we have the brand new RTS 

facility, we have some great local businesses that are sprouting up and a very active and engaged 

art scene," says Mayor Poe.  

Back in April,  the county filed a lawsuit against the city saying under an old ordinance from the 

1980s,  if the old RTS facility was no longer being used for transportation purposes, the land 

needed to be returned to the county. 

That lawsuit remains, but is on hold.  

City commissioners now hope discussing the land issue with the county will help solve the 

problem. 

"Here we have our offices just a block away from each other and their general consideration has 

been we should be able to have better lines of communication and we're working on that, I have 

a lot of trust in the staff to get this conversation going,  that we find a mutual and agreeable 

solution that fits both needs," says City Commissioner Helen Warren.  

"By the end of the meeting, the city filed a motion to extend the 30 days they were given to come 

up with a solution and also to work with the county on the future of the RTS site.  

Now the next joint meeting between the county and the city is set for August 22, 2016  but the 

city hopes both parties can meet sooner. 

6/8 For months, tourism officials have been under fire after arts and culture members  say 

grant money they normally award has not been distributed fairly. 

On Wednesday afternoon, both sides met to come up with a solution. 

Karen Koegel is the president of the Gainesville Fine Arts Association.  

Says non-profit groups like hers have been struggling in recent years after the Tourism 

Development Council has been giving them less money. 

"We got nothing two years ago, a lot of groups got nothing," says Koegel.  



She felt like the money was being handed out unfairly. 

"There was a surplus and we were very concerned about how that happened and that surplus two 

years ago went to the 352 Walls, which isn't even non-profit, we felt that was completely 

unacceptable," says Koegel.  

She along with other arts groups took their fight to the county commissioners and now the TDC 

is trying to re-do the application process on how funds are given to the arts groups.  

"The process needs to benefit all of the arts communities, not just one or a few entities so by 

working together with this process, we'll have an agreement and an application that will benefit 

most of the agencies as opposed to just one or a few," says  John Pricher the Exec. Dir of Visit 

Gainesville.  

And the TDC even hired a mediator for this meeting to help discuss how grant money should be 

used for local arts groups around the community. 

"It's really important that everybody comes together and works together, and having a facilitator 

to lead this discussion really makes it a much much easier process," says Pricher.  

The TDC says the main purpose of the grant is to attract visitors to Alachua County, but at the 

end of the day arts groups like Koegels' say she just wants to see the grant process worked out in 

a way that is fair for everyone. 

"The little guys should get some as well because if what you're trying to do is support the 

community, the arts, the culture, nature, then you have to help us all," says Koegel.  

At the end of the meeting, a  new application for grant money was approved and the new revised 

plan will be presented in the next alachua county commission meeting on June 14th, 2016. 

6/14  When two Gainesville residents heard of Sunday's shooting in Orlando, they got into the 

car and drove down to show their support.  

"From this we need to unite, and we need to make the voice of love much stronger than the voice 

of hate, because yesterday what we heard was a voice of hate," said Rev. Catherine Dearlove of 

Trinity Metropolitan Community Church.  

Dearlove and Barb Crabtree left their local church right after services on Sunday to join 

hundreds for a vigil at Joy Metropolitan Community Church.  Barb says it was who she met at 

that vigil, that touched her. In walked a victim who was wounded earlier that morning in the 

Pulse Nightclub shooting, just released from the hospital.  

"I just put an arm around him and he was shaking like a leaf, he was just trembling, and I 

couldn't remove my arm I just kept my arm around him through the rest of the service," she said.  

That moment was captured in a photo. Then, Barb said, the victim took a moment to speak.  



"He took the microphone and shared what it was like to be in there, and in the bathroom with the 

terrorist. He and his friend were in there together, and they decided what they needed to do was 

to play dead. They tried to lay completely still to try and avoid being killed," she explained.  

At the Pride Community Center in Gainesville, Co-President Terry Fleming says that nightclub 

is what many consider a safe space for the LGBT community.  

"They're places we organize, there places we socialize, and we go there because we feel safe," he 

said. "That was taken away yesterday, we'll have to be on guard for quite sometime and it will 

make us fearful. I am certainly looking over my shoulder more since yesterday morning." 

6/14 We're tracking down people who came into contact with Omar Mateen to shed some light 

on who he was, including a former teacher who says the warning signs were clear even decades 

ago. 

" I remember those eyes. it's very emotional,"  I  know how much we tried,"  says a former 

elementary school teacher who wished not to be identified for fear of retaliation. 

She says Omar Mateen is a student that left a lasting impression on the entire staff at Mariposa 

Elementary School and not a good one. 

The whole staff was concerned about him. I can honestly say of all my students there were 2 that 

i knew they were going to grow up to hurt someone. the ground work was done with the family. 

we did not get support from his father. 

She went on to say his father often told Omar that he did not have to listen to women. 

This created a barrier for the staff predominately comprised of women, to help a child they say 

they knew early on had a tendency to be violent and would often lash out. 

"He seemed to be so disturbed and violence, it is hard to make him change. hard to look back and 

say what we thought would come true did." 

many students that attended martin county high school with Omar posted to social media 

expressing similar recollections. 

Despite the school's efforts his former teacher says Omar would only take instruction from home. 

we've learned Mateen attended Mariposa Elementary for 3-5th grade. 

He went on to Martin County High School, where he was in the graduating class of 2004. 

6/16 As Floridians we're all used to enduring the summer heat,  but officials warn that on 

Friday the temperatures will be more than just a little sticky, with a heat index between 108-112 

degrees.  



To keep you and your family safe, officials say its important to stay indoors and refrain from 

exercising outside.  

Inside your parked car, temperatures could reach 160 degrees in just a matter of minutes, making 

it important to double check that kids and pets are not inside of a car that's turned off with the 

doors shuts. Officials ask you also take a moment to check on elderly neighbors.  

Even when the sun goes down Friday, the heat is expected to stay, so be sure to check your 

children often for signs of heat exhaustion.  

6/16 "If you're in Florida and you're near water, you should operate under the assumption that 

there could be alligators in that water," says David Blackburn, a Herpetologist at the Florida 

Museum of Natural History. He says there are about 1 million alligators in the state, but the odds 

of a human getting bit are very low. There are about 10-12 major bite incidents every year, and 

only a few of those are fatal. But people should still take precautions.  

Blackburn says, "Alligators can display defensive behavior. Females are known to do that around 

nests, if you happen to be during breeding season near nests, females can be aggressive towards 

you." Typically alligators stay away from humans because we are not their natural prey. But if 

you scare them, they most definitely can attack. 

Blackburn says, "A lot of bites actually happen near shore. If people are just outside of the water, 

or just in the water. They tend not to happen in situations when an alligator is up on the land. The 

alligator moves relatively slowly on the land, but they can move extremely fast on the water, 

especially on the water's edge." 

Night time is the most important time to steer clear of the water, as this is hunting time for 

gators. "Myself I do most of my research in Africa. I work on frogs, so I'm out at night a lot, 

looking for singing frogs, and we have to be extremely careful walking along the edge of 

waterways." When doing research in Florida, he goes about safety the same way.  

6/20 As we continue to mourn the 49 lives lost in last week's Pulse Nightclub shooting, many 

are looking for ways to help. The Better Business Bureau has received reports of some 

questionable donation requests.  

Scrolling down your Facebook newsfeed it's easy to click on a donation link that's been 

recommended by one of your friends.  

 "A lot of the things you'll see are just click bait scams," said Kevin Collins of the BBB. "These 

are things that just get your attention, make you click on them, and all its doing is downloading 

some malware onto your computer." 

In the days following the shooting, Gainesville's Shelly Dove was inspired to help in any way 

she could, but wanted to make sure it was safe. She says doing some research can help to make 

sure your money and resources are going to the right place.  



 "The Pride Community Center is where I contacted to see what I could do. I'm sure they could 

direct you to legitimate organizations where you could donate time or resources," she said.  

When choosing a charity, don't be afraid to ask questions such as:   

 Is this charity registered?  

 How will my money be used?  

 Will my money be received and administered by a third party?  

When a bank, CPA, or lawyer oversees  the assistance fund, that helps ensure the donations are 

used appropriately.  

6/22  The Superintendent of Alachua County Public Schools has resigned.  

On Tuesday at noontime, he submitted a letter of resignation to members of the school board.  

His resignation comes after he received low ratings last week from three board members 

regarding his performance.  For nearly two months, Dr. Roberts has been under fire, accused of 

plagiarizing passages from his self published book titled 'A Framework for Improving School 

Systems in the 21st Century'.  

Many residents, including members of the NAACP, were upset to hear of Roberts resignation. 

Evelyn Foxx with the NAACP said he's helped the school district in an extremely positive way 

over the past two years.  

 "It's just sad that we had a visionary, and we were thinking when he came that everything was 

going to move forward and positively, and as humans we don't like changes abruptly," she said.  

Despite a public apology, Board Members April Griffin called for Roberts' resignation last 

month.  

"I was glad that he did the right thing in my opinion, I asked again last week when I met with 

him to consider resigning, so I'm glad he's following through with that I think its best for the 

whole system in general to have a break and a start," she said.  

During Tuesday's meeting, the board voted to offer Roberts a severance package for 20 weeks.  

6/23 Collared shirts are now history at Alachua County Public Schools.  

As an up-and-coming 11th grader, Trey Craig is excited to hear the school system's decision to 

do away with district-wide uniforms, which for years required students to wear collared shirts to 

class.  

"I feel like everyone wants to dress appropriately, nobody wants to wear something too revealing 

or wear something that's falling off of them. I think everybody wants to dress appropriately but 

the way they want to dress, the way that expresses them as a person," he said.  



When the dress code was established six years ago it required solid-colored tops with collars. 

Two years ago, it was modified to allow for patterns. As of Tuesday, students can now wear any 

shirts that do not expose undergarments, promote drugs or gangs, and that is cut appropriately to 

cover the back, stomach, sides, and cleavage.  

"The value of it was just outweighed by the trouble of enforcing it consistently across the district, 

and even within schools," said school spokesperson Jackie Johnson.  

Some parents and teachers are questioning the changes, worried that what each school deems 

appropriate may not be proper attire for the classroom.  

"They want to dress like the movie stars but we need them to be focusing on learning and when 

we set a dress code it sets a tone, it sets a difference between the student and teacher," said parent 

Paulette Crosby.  

 

ISSUE: Healthcare 

4/14  We see them surrounding retention ponds and flying around the park, but already  

  this year, mosquitoes are out in full force.   

  “Blame it on El Nino, we did not get any sustained freezes this winter, so we  

  don’t get the adult population kill off that we typically get in the winter months,” 

  said Environmental Health Director Anthony Dennis. 

  Along with the threat of well-known mosquito-borne diseases is the Zika Virus.   

  Right now, Florida has 87 confirmed cases, which is more than any other state.   

  Of those 87 cases, 4 are in Alachua County.       

  The health department says it is important to control standing water on  your  

  property, and avoid work zones where water pools. 

  We do monitor mosquito activity through sentinel chickens, we have six flocks str 

  strategically placed throughout the county.  We have ten mosquito traps to look  

  for the species, look for vector species and look for blooms in their population,  

  Dennis said. 

  The health department says there are easy steps that you can take to protect you  

  and your family.  They say it’s important to wear long sleeves and long pants, as  

  well as use an EPA approved insect repellent when outdoors late in the day. 

  “And then you can protect your home by making sure all your screens are   

  intact”.  You can always report mosquito problems to your city’s mosquito  

  control, or to the department of health. 



4/22  Any type of medical procedure can be frightening for a child, and the new UF 

Health Children's Surgical Center is designed to fit the unique needs of North Central Florida's 

youngest residents. 

"It means a lot! There's a new, updated place that's safe for them, for all their needs," said 

Gainesville mother Mary Ficek. 

The center includes a friendly waiting room, nature-themed design, dozens of pre-op and post-op 

areas, and four operating rooms designed specifically for kids. 

"The decor, the staff, everything is dedicated toward pediatrics, and for those of us who take care 

of children, that holds a special place in our heart," said Dr. William Collins. 

The new facility was unveiled during a ribbon-cutting ceremony this afternoon. UF Health 

Shands CEO Ed Jimenez says that up until now, surgical procedures were performed in a leased 

space on SW 2nd Ave, a space that was open just four days a week. 

"Now we're going to be open five days a week, we're recruiting more pediatric specialists, so not 

only did the project create more jobs by more construction jobs or more labor jobs, but 

permanently we'll have more labor jobs here as well," he said. 

The new surgical center will open for business officially on April 29. It's located on Hull Road in 

Gainesville. 

5/24 Casey parker is an Entomology grad student at UF, and she's working on a new device 

with her professors that could potentially stop the spread of the Zika virus. She says, "The red 

and black which is contrasting colors is shown to be attractive to mosquitos. Mosquito comes in 

here. She flies and lands on the surface when she goes to lay her eggs. When she goes to do that, 

the pesticide on the surface comes in contact with her body. And when she flies away she will 

eventually die." 

They came up with the design years ago, to kill mosquitos that carried two different types of 

diseases. But it just so happens, these same mosquitos are the ones believed to be spreading the 

Zika. Parker says, "This is the yellow fever mosquito. Scientific name is Aedes Aegypti. She's 

the primary vector of the Zika virus." 

The college of public health at UF is also spending time and money researching this virus. Dr. 

"We continue to look at samples from Haiti, and we're trying to understand first of all how the 

virus is mutating in Haiti." 

Dr. John Lednicky studies viruses at UF, and he was the first one at the college to identify the 

Zika virus in these samples from UF's lab in Haiti. "The focus of that laboratory was to do 

Malaria and Cholera work." Now that focus has shifted towards Zika, as well as the focus from 

the Entomology department. 



Today, Parker and the researchers in that department are going to meet with Senator Rubio and 

Senator Nelson's teams, to see if they will approve and back the latest device that could help stop 

the spread of this virus.  

6/1 Being an expecting mother, Sarah Cooke already has so many questions and 

concernsnow add Zika to the mixit can be exhausting. Cooke says, "There are so many things 

you are worried to add Zika such a serious virus it was scary at first." 

The CDC confirms if the Zika virus infects a pregnant woman; it can cause a rare birth defect or 

even death of the fetus. Pregnant women are now being told to take all possible measures to 

prevent mosquito bites, including using some pretty heavy-duty insect replants. Cooke says, "My 

husband bought all the bug repellant that were natural because he thought deet was bad. Then we 

asked my doctor and he said deet is what you want." 

Dr. Anthony Shaya says not only is it safe to use bug sprays containing Deet, it's also smart- in 

order to shield pregnant women from Zika and other mosquito borne illnesses. "The ones that are 

most recommended include deet. Deet is a chemical that is effective in repelling mosquitos. 

Currently there is no risk with it. We think the benefit of using the mosquito repellant defiantly 

outweighs the risk of some small exposure." 

Doctors don't know the long-term effects of Deet, since there are limited studies looking 

specifically at pregnant women. However, under the circumstances, many agree there is a greater 

risk in *not* using the repellant. 

6/9 A new clinic that's aimed at helping those in need get access to affordable healthcare is 

opening its doors.  

"We did a petition drive about a year ago to bring easy access healthcare to the neighborhood," 

said Ward Simonton, Director at Faith Mission.  

Simonton says with a number of low and middle income families in the neighborhood, many 

face challenges getting to affordable healthcare. That changed this spring when the Department 

of Health in Alachua County opened up a clinic on NE 15th Street. Now, that clinic is expanding 

to help new mothers and young children.  

"The WIC facility is going to be wonderful too," said Simonton, "Because we do have a lot of 

single-parent households and most of them are female led, so having that nearby is going to take 

stresses off and provide support to those families with the really young children." 

The new WIC location is inside the Fernside Family Services Center in the same location as the 

county's new health clinic. It's open from 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesdays 

 

 



ISSUE: CRIME 

4/18 Jerome Elam is a writer and human trafficking advocate. 

He's also a human trafficking survivor. 

When he was only 5-years-old his step father began molesting him. 

Before long, Elam was being used for child pornography. 

"That went on for awhile and then one day he introduced me to a pedophile ring that he belonged 

to, my indoctrination into the pedophile ring was me being raped and beaten by all ten 

members," says Elam.  

He tried to get help, but was constantly threatened and beaten by his step-father. 

Then when Elam was 12-year-old, he tried to end his life. 

"I went into my mother's rose garden, I downed the sleeping pills, chased it down with the vodka 

and fell into a deep sleep, I woke up in an emergency room with a group of wide-eyed doctors 

who told me I had just been dead for a total of three minutes," says Elam.  

It was then that Elam finally got the help he needed from law enforcement to get out of sex 

trafficking. 

The Alachua County Coalition Against Human Trafficking says sex trafficking isn't just 

happening over seas, but across America and right here in Alachua County. 

"We got a report last year from the Child Advocacy Center where they saw 25 kids that were 

involved in the sex industry, in other words that's 25 cases of sex trafficking, 5 of which were 

pornography cases," says Richard Tovar, the director of the Alachua County Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking. 

That's the number of cases reported last year in Alachua County. 

But stories like Elam's are happening every day and years later he's able to share his story with 

others in hopes that it will help victims come forward. 

"I do struggle at times, but you know what, it's worth it, the fight is very much worth it and I 

encourage everybody whose a victim or survivor to speak out and I encourage everybody to get 

involved in this fight and get involved with organizations that are involved with human 

trafficking," says Elam.  

 



There are number of different resources and ways to get involved like the Alachua County 

Coalition Against Human Trafficking. 

4/18 Dean Mazariegos is behind bars and being accused of breaking into cars. Police say last 

night in midtown, Mazariegos was burglarizing empty and open vehicles in a parking lot. They 

say the suspect was walking around checking the handles on different cars. When he found that 

they had been locked, he moved on. GPD says Mazariegos burglarized at least one car, but there 

could have been others.  

GPD says a citizen witness was the one who spotted Mazariegos. Officer Ben Tobias says, 

"You're never going to bother the police department for calling in suspicious activity. You're our 

extra eyes and ears out on the streets." 

Police say this just one example of a bigger burglary problem, one that can sometimes be 

prevented. Officer Ben Tobias says locking your car is one of the best ways to do so. "These 

kind of criminals are looking for the path of least resistance, so if you make it harder for them to 

commit crimes, then they will move on to the next target." 

Some UF students in the area say they try to be cautious, and always lock their car doors. "I don't 

want my stuff to get stolen, or my car to get broken into, and it's just a force of habit now." "My 

brother's car has been burglarized before, and so because of that I always make a conscious effort 

to lock my car." "I lock my car no matter how long I'm away from my car. Even if it's two 

seconds, to a half hour or an hour. It's just one of those things- I have more of a security 

mindset." 

Some burglars will still break in even if you do lock your doors. GPD says its best not to leave 

valuables in sight or in your car at all if possible. 

4/26 A husband and wife are behind bars, charged in a burglary spree across Marion, Alachua, 

Levy, Citrus, and Sumter Counties. 

Detectives also believe the couple may also be linked to a pair of homicides. 

Multiple detectives from agencies all around the area met Monday afternoon in Marion County 

to discuss the recent arrest of a husband and wife linked to over 60 burglaries in north central 

Florida. 

Across five counties residents were reporting stolen jewelry, guns, and small electronics. 

"The one thing that stuck out is that fact that they utilized a pillow case when they removed the 

items from inside a home," says Capt. Brian Dotten with the Marion County Crime Suppression 

Team.  

Then one of the stolen item turned up on a Craigslist's ad. 



"The information from the Craigslist came about from a victim who basically looking for a 

needle in a haystack and that information was relayed to detectives who got with the rest of the 

team members from the other counties and they pursued these individuals," says Capt. Calvin 

Decoursey with the Alachua County Sheriff's Office.  

Detectives used surveillance teams from Marion and Citrus counties to track Darren Decker and 

Jessica Baker to Sumter County where they committed another burglary. 

"At that point we were able to follow them into Marion County, a traffic stop was conducted, 

during that traffic stop we took the two subjects into custody where they were brought to the 

Marion County Sheriff's Office and where they were interviewed by multiple detectives," says 

Capt. Dotten  

Back in January a woman was killed during a deadly home invasion in Marion County and in 

March another man was murdered in his home in Citrus County. 

Although Decker and Baker have not been charged in their killings, detectives believe these two 

individuals are linked to the homicides. 

"It's a big, for lack of a better term, it's a relief you know, it's a burden that's been lifted for our 

community because you know that these individuals and how violent they are, are removed from 

the streets and that's a big thing," says Capt. Brad Smith with the Citrus County Sheriff's Office. 

Detectives from all agencies believe that these two individuals are facing additional charges, 

they're both being held at the Sumter County jail on no bond. 

Recently, detectives were able to obtain search warrants where they say they found more stolen 

items. 

The investigation first began in December 2015. 

4/26 The Levy County Courthouse was evacuated Tuesday morning after someone phone in a 

bomb threat.  

The Levy County Sheriff's Office said they received a 9-1-1 call around 8:16 a.m. 

"The caller was very vague but did kind of allude to the fact their there was a a bomb at the Levy 

County Courthouse," says Lt. Scott Tummond with the Levy County Sheriff's Office.  

The building was evacuated and K-9 units from the Alachua County Sheriff's Office and the 

University of Florida were called in. 

Gary Bonick and Randi Livengood say they were on their way to the courthouse this morning, 

but soon learned they couldn't go inside. 

"I hope everyone's going to be alright and how long is this going to take, says Bonick" 



They waited outside for over two hours while the deputies made sure the building was safe. 

"It's been a long time so I just really want it to hurry up so i can get court over with," says 

Livengood.  

After a full sweep of the building, the all clear was given and staff and residents were allowed to 

go back inside, but the sheriff's office says they take threats like this very seriously. 

"We don't have just one person in jeopardy, we have an entire building that is full with all of our 

top executives, our most important administrators for the county and our judges so yeah this is 

one of our top priorities," says Lt. Tummond.  

Now the sheriff's office is trying to determine who made the threat. 

"Currently our investigators are working, kind of back tracking the phone numbers and seeing 

what information we can gather, I'm confident in their abilities and very shortly we should have 

somebody in custody," says Lt. Tummond.  

Calling in a fake bomb threat is a felony and the person responsible could be facing a number of 

charges including 9-1-1 abuse, which could result in huge fines and jail time. 

5/2 The Alachua County Sheriff's Office recently released the 911 call that documents Robert 

Dentmond's call to dispatchers just moments before his death. 

"Can you tell me exactly what happened?" 

Dentmond: "I'm walking around with my  M16." 

Dispatcher: "You're walking around with your M16? 

Back in March, 16-Year-Old Robert Dentmond calmly tells 911 dispatch that he's at the Majestic 

Oaks Apartment Complex.  

He says he's armed and he's about to hurt himself. 

Dispatcher:  "Ok so why are you walking around with it? 

Dentmond: "I'm going to shoot myself." 

Dispatcher: "You said you want to shoot yourself? 

Dentmond: "Yes ma'am." 

The 911 dispatcher asks Dentmond, "do you have anything else besides your M16 with you that 

you intend to help yourself with?" 



"No ma'm," he replies.  

Dispatcher:" Ok, is anyone with you? 

Dentmond: "No ma'm." 

The dispatcher tells Dentmond she's going to send someone over to help him.  

After two minutes, Dentmond hangs up. 

The dispatcher tries to call back but he never picks up. 

According to the sheriff's office, when officers arrived on scene they ask Dentmond to put the 

gun down. 

He does, but picks it back up.  Again ASO and GPD urged Dentmond to put the weapon down 

before he hurts someone.  

But the teen begins walking and police open fire. 

Dentmond was shot several times and later dies at the hospital. 

The next day, investigators reveal that the gun he's holding was only a replica. 

FDLE is still completing their investigation in this officer involved shooting. 

This past Saturday,  the community came together at the majestic oaks apartments in an event 

named " A Day of Healing" to remember the life of 16-Year-Old Robert Dentmond. 

5/10 A Gainesville Fire Rescue squad vehicle was stolen early Sunday morning from a gas 

station parking lot, officials say.  The suspect accused of taking the truck, is the same man 

wanted for a domestic disturbance that happened just moments before.  

Officials say 23-year-old Juan Lopez approached the Circle K gas station off Archer Road 

around 3 a.m. on Sunday and found first responders helping a man with cardiac problems. Lopez 

then told the workers he too needed medical attention, but then jumped into the GFR Squad truck 

and took off driving west.  

He was stopped over a mile later and arrested by the Gainesville Police Department.  

The trucks wheels, tires, electrical system, and hydraulic power unit were all damaged in the 

incident.  

"Just the wheels and the tires that were damaged are gonna be upwards of three grand just to 

replace those.  We have equipment on the side of the truck that was damaged as well so we're 



starting to build that up. Right now, it could be anywhere from $5,000 to $10,000" said Chief 

Michael Cowart.  

No injuries were reported. Lopez is being held at the Alachua County Jail.  

5/30 Last night we brought you the story of a young woman living in our area almost a decade 

ago. 

She was in a violent and abusive relationship with her boyfriend,  when one day she was 

supposed get home from a local bus station but was never seen or heard from again. 

Heather Ann MacCrossen has been missing for almost nine years. 

The main suspect in her case her ex-boyfriend Andrelo Witcher.  

And even though detectives have searched throughout Columbia and Suwanee counties, her 

body has still never been found. 

But Witcher had a reason to make heather disappear. 

She was suppose to testify against Witcher on three different cases. 

"She made police reports twice so there were criminal charges pending for the domestic violence 

and then there were drugs found in the house that she shared with Andrelo and those criminal 

charges were pending also so Heather was much more of a threat to Andrelo alive than dead," 

says Alachua County Cold Case Det. Kevin Allen.  

Years later, Heather MacCrossen's family still wants to know what happened. 

"I think we would have closure like if we did know where she was at, like if she's not here we 

could bring her home." says Heather's sister Brandy MacCrossen.  

And not a day has gone by that Heather's family doesn't think about her. 

"She was my Heather, she was a very wonderful daughter, very loving, caring, she brought me 

dinner every night when I  worked at the C-Store with her and Brandon," says her mother Janell 

MacCrossen.  

She left behind a son who's now 17-years-old. 

"He's a wrestler, he came in seventh in the state championship, Heather would be so proud of 

him," says Janell.  

Time may have gone by, but her family is still coping.  



"I wake up thinking about her, I go to sleep thinking about her, you know I've had dreams about 

her knocking on my door saying mom let me  in, I wake up and she's not there, it's hard," says 

Janell.  

Heather's family all believe that Andrelo Witcher had something to do with her disappearance. 

"He is the number one suspect in my opinion, in my mind,  and with living with Heather down in 

Florida there was a few times I was with him driving down the road going to a gas station, just 

the way he acts, the way he talked, I mean he sold drugs, he had a weapon on him at all times, he 

was just a very dangerous person to be around at all times," says Heather's brother Randy 

MaCrossen.  

Detectives say Witcher had a history of violent relationships with other women in his past. 

In fact Andrelo Witcher has been linked to Kamrie Mitchell, another woman who went missing 

in 2012. 

The 24-year old got into an argument with Witcher when he broke into the home she shared with 

her father. 

Days later Kamrie's car was found on the side of the road, but kamrie was nowhere to be found. 

"I think Andrelo witcher was the last person seen alive with both of these victims, both of the 

victims disappeared on the nights that Andrelo was with them," says Det. Allen.  

But Andrelo Witcher was not charged in Kamrie Mitchell's disappearance, instead in 2012 he 

was sentenced to five years in prison for burglarizing her home. 

Witcher was supposed to be released at the end of 2016. 

But just last month Andrelo Witcher was charged with Heather's murder. 

"He just said one word to us when we read the charges to him, he said how, I think  what he was 

saying was how could you charge me if you never found her body," says Det. Allen.  

But investigators have been piecing together the evidence. 

"We have all of the threats, that Andrelo made against Heather, that all of her family members 

witnessed, the threats against her were also heard by Heather Adkinson, her best friend," says 

Det. Allen.  

And detectives have interviews and reports from Witcher's previous relationships that paint a 

picture of his dark past. 



"He is literally the poster child for domestic violence, every girlfriend's that he's ever had, he's 

beat up and or put in the hospital almost killed or has killed, in our case of Heather MacCrossen, 

he killed her and disposed of her body." says Det. Allen.  

And while Andrelo is facing a manslaughter charge, Heather MacCrossen's family says they just 

want justice. 

"I feel that he should receive the death penalty for his behavior and his actions," says Randy. 

"He knew what he did was wrong, everything what he done was wrong." says Janell.  

"And if you could talk to him and just tell him what he did to your family,  I mean what would 

you say?"  

"I hate you, and they would probably have to hold me back from chocking him," says Janell.  

On Monday,  May 16th, 2016  Andrelo Witcher waived his appearance in court.  

His attorney entered a plea of not guilty on his behalf and requested that Witcher go back into the 

Department of Corrections custody, his next day in court is now scheduled for august 15th. 

 

ISSUE: GOVERNMENT 

4/21 After nearly an hour of debate on Thursday afternoon, members of the Gainesville City 

Commission came to an agreement on who should be the next city manager.  

In a unanimous vote, they selected Interim City Manager, Anthony Lyons, to fill the position 

permanently. 

Lyons was one of five candidates to be considered finalists in the interview process. Each 

candidate took part in an intensive two-part interview earlier this week. While commissioners 

agreed that Lyons was a good choice, one questioned the process. 

"My disappointment was that I felt the whole thing was a charade, that people had made up their 

mind already to go with Anthony Lyons," said Commissioner Harvey Budd. 

Lyons has been serving as the Interim City Manager since Russ Blackburn stepped down last 

November. Many commissioners said even though he doesn't have previous experience as a city 

manager, Lyons has been a good fit so far. 

Commissioner-Elect Adrian Hayes-Santos says he's looking forward to serving on the city 

commission with Lyons as the city manager. 



"I think Anthony Lyons will be a great fit for Gainesville, he knows the city, he has a positive 

vision for the city, and where were going, and kind of trying to make that citizen-centric 

government really a focus for Gainesville," he said. 

It's now up to the mayor to negotiate a contract with Lyons before he transitions into the 

permanent position 

4/28 Alachua County is filing a lawsuit against the City of Gainesville over land that used to 

be the main  RTS administration building. 

The property along 100 SE 10th Avenue  was once used as an RTS facility, but last year 

RTS  opened up a brand new building down the street. 

And according to a reverter clause dated back to 1981,  if the city stops using the old property for 

RTS  needs then the land will go back to the county. 

But the city says instead of discussing the land issue in person, they were hit with a lawsuit from 

the county last week. 

"We have a marriage here and I think this is just an area of irritation for them and  I think it 

wasn't necessary personally, I think conversation would have solved this and I just think that this 

is just their way of responding right now," says City Commissioner Craig Carter.  

City Commissioner Charles Goston says since the old RTS building is located right  in district 

one , he's just surprised that nobody from the county tried to contact him. 

"I feel like if I would have been contacted, I could have contacted the attorney, could have 

contacted other staff and we all could have sat down and came up with a solution that could have 

avoided letters being written, bringing in different departments and making it seem like once 

again the city and the county are fighting again," says Commissioner Goston.  

At the end of Thursday's special meeting, all the city commissioners agreed on a motion to try 

and get the county to withdraw their complaint. 

"Let's step back from legal action, please lets sit at the table, they have very capable staff over 

there and we do also, lets come up with an agreement and in fact at the end of the day, if the 

reverter goes into place,  the Department of Transportation and Alachua County will determine 

the best use for that property," says Commissioner Carter.  

The city says a date for a joint session with the county has not yet been set. 

6/23   The sheriff's office is rolling out their brand new fleet and they're downsizing to a smaller 

suv to help cut cost and save the taxer payer money. 

Ford discontinued the Crown Vics a few years ago so the department transitioned to using Chevy 

Tahoes. 



But lately the price of the Tahoe has gone up. 

"By nearly $8,000 per unit so that prompted some concern within the sheriff's office with regard 

to the cost of vehicle replacement for fiscal year 2017," says lachua County Sheriff's Office 

spokesman Lt. Brandon Kutner.  

Now they're switching to the Ford Explorer Police Interceptor, but once one of these vehicles is 

outfitted with the latest law enforcement technology, each SUV still cost over $50,000.  

Most of the cost goes into technology used to keep the deputies and even those being detained 

safe. 

"Everything is recorded in the vehicle, they're integrated with Panasonic tough book computers, 

which is connected to our reporting system and our CAD system, those were all technology 

updates that were not available 10 years ago," says Lt. Kutner.  

And these SUV's are ideal when they have to cover rural areas across Alachua County.  

"We need a vehicle that is able to get to homes and businesses that are located on terrain that you 

may not necessarily encounter at lets say a municipal police department," says Lt. Kutner.  

The sheriff's says they would like to replaced 25 of their older vehicles every year, but can only 

replace 15 since their budget has been decreased to around $900,000 a year. 

"We're trying to identify ways that we can make up that difference within the budget, but quite 

frankly you know with the county commission cutting the budget for vehicle replacement by 

$500,000, it makes it very difficult," says Kutner.  

In the next three months, the sheriff's office hopes to get all 18 of their brand new vehicles out on 

the road. 

Usually they have  to replace a vehicle in their fleet after it's hit 100-thousand miles. 

ISSUE:   ANIMAL ABUSE 

4/23 Tomorrow is the ASPCA's National "Help a Horse Day." It's meant to bring awareness to 

the neglect, abuse, and slaughter some horses face. There's a local equine rescue center 

participating in the event- The Horse Protection Association of Florida, out of Micanopy. 

Morgan Silver, the rescue's founder says, "The young man who owned them [the horses], we 

found him, he was very proud of the fact that he never fed his horses." This type of behavior is 

unfortunately all too common. 

Silver founded this center, the oldest equine rescue center in the state in 1990. She says, "There's 

such an excess of horses that people get them just to have one in their backyard. People don't 

realize that they're expensive and they're very complicated to take care of." 



With about 150 acres of land, she and her team are able to care for about 70 horses at a time. But 

it takes a lot of physical and emotional healing before these horses are ready for new homes. 

HPAF is working to heal their newest arrival, Music Man. Silver says, "He was probably 24/48 

hours away from going down on the ground and not being able to get up. So he's still in critical 

condition right now." 

Shelby Rankin, a volunteer, says, "It's amazing honestly, it's knowing that the people here make 

a difference. And the horses don't deserve previously, I mean that's why they're here. So seeing 

them return back to the state that they should be in in the first place, it's amazing." 

But it takes a lot of time and money to make a facility like this run. Which is why HPAF is a part 

of tomorrow's help a horse fundraiser. They're competing for a grant to help our local equine 

rescue center keep saving these animals. 

Volunteer coordinator Karen Curran says, "Come on out. You'll have a fun day tomorrow. You'll 

meet some of the very successful rescue stories. And we have a wonderful website hpaf you can 

go online to that and see the actual stories. And you can see ways that you can contribute or how 

you can be a part of this." The event is going on all day tomorrow at the Canterbury Equestrian 

Showplace on Newberry road. It's free and open to the public. 

 

ISSUE: POLICE/CITIZEN INTERACTION 

5/10 A deputy patrolling near Newberry High School on Tuesday morning had a message in 

mind. As teens were pulled over for traffic violations, they didn't get a ticket. Instead, they got 

something a little different.  

"We obviously have discretion on how we cite, and I felt that education was more important than 

a monetary fine, or points on their license that could affect insurance," said Deputy Chris 

Privette.  

Deputy Privette spent a few minutes with each student who was pulled over for a traffic 

violation. He didn't issue a ticket Tuesday morning, but instead information about the dangers of 

texting and driving, and invited them to the Teen Driver Challenge that's taking place this 

weekend.  

The Teen Driver Challenge is a free 12 hour program that's offered by the Alachua County 

Sheriff's Office. It's available to teens 15 to 19 years old, and includes 4 hours of classroom time 

and 8 hours on the driving range.  

Students will practice evasive braking, off-road recovery, serpentine motions and intersection 

etiquette.  

http://www.alachuasheriff.org/programs/teen_driver.html
http://www.alachuasheriff.org/programs/teen_driver.html


5/31 Part of the Gainesville Police Department's plan to become more citizen centered went 

before the city commission .  

"One of the things we used to do anytime we seen police, we all ran... and we weren't the ones 

selling drugs, we weren't the ones committing crimes or anything," said longtime Gainesville 

resident Irvin Smith, who grew up in the Porter's Neighborhood.  

Smith was pleased to hear on Thursday about one of GPD's new civilian positions, unanimously 

approved by the city commission.  

The Disproportionate Minority Contact Coordinator will be responsible for the department's 

youth outreach programs, and coordinate community dialogue.  

"This person is going to be expected to head up some of the efforts that we've done over the past 

three to four years, by bridging the gap between the community and the police department," said 

Ofc. Ben Tobias.  

Smith says building trust between the community and police is important.  

"It's going to be challenging to find ways to break those barriers to make sure that people 

actually interact, and everything works out for the better," he said.  

The department will also be adding a grant writer and police planner, to keep up with the rapidly 

expanding city.  

"So that's going to add a lot more people into the city, so we need a planner to really sit down 

and tell us what is the Gainesville Police Department going to do three years, five years, and ten 

years from now to get on that track," Tobias said.  

The cost of this phase of reorganization will be about $450,000.  

6/10 It's a new policing initiative called Actively Caring for People or ACP4  for short. 

"Basically it's a program where police officers who regularly recognize people for good acts, but 

usually do it verbally now have the ability to give a wristband to the individual and thank them 

for the act of kindness or good deeds," says Captain Jorge Campos with the Gainesville Police 

Department.  

 Each of these blue wrist bands has a unique serial number that can be tracked by Gainesville 

Police to see how many good deeds are being done throughout the community. 

Once someone receives the blue band, police urge them to pay it forward by giving the band to 

another person making a difference in  around the city.  

But one man we spoke with who chose to remain anonymous says he isn't convinced a program 

like this will make a difference. 



"If I'm doing a good deed for somebody and I were to be pulled over and given a citation for 

being a good citizen, that would scare me to death, leave me alone,  I did it,  it's  between me and 

the person, I helped him out the lord above, it doesn't have anything to do with the police," he 

says.  

But not everyone feels that way.  

"I think the general public would appreciate the interaction from the police department and it 

shows that they care and they're putting for an effort to get involved with the citizens of the town 

so I think it's a good idea," says Leslie Moyer.  

Others believe it will help bridge the gap between law enforcement and residents. 

"The police are known for usually giving out bad things like tickets or what not and so there's 

that kind of sense of intimidation there and it's a unique perspective to try and shift things where 

they're giving something positive to people who are doing something positive in the community, 

so I'm curious to see how it turns out," says Brad Logston.  

Citizens who receive a blue wristband can go to the  Gainseville Police Department Website, 

click on Virtual Front Desk and share how they earned it.  

 

ISSUE: HELPING VETERANS 

5/16 Dr. Michael Morris began the Veteran's Entrepreneurship Program in 2013. "They've 

paid a huge price for our freedom. We do great entrepreneurship programs so if you can combine 

those two things, help veterans create their own futures, create their own jobs, empower them 

through entrepreneurship, then that's a special thing." 

A program that gives veterans a chance to learn from leaders in the business industry, to prepare 

them to become business owners. 

Richard Markow was selected to be a program participant this year. He says, "One gentleman 

was here a couple of days ago who has launched 4 100 million dollar brands. I don't know 

anyone who's launched 1, and he's done 4. He sat down with each one of us individually and 

helped us position our idea to become a 100 million dollar brand. It's just incredible." 

These veterans are getting a crash course on hiring employees, utilizing social media, building a 

brand, and more. Out of the 42 veterans in the program this week, 22 are from the state of 

Florida. This helps bring in a lot of new local business. 

Program participant Katrina Cichosz says, "Ten percent of all my profits are going to go to a 

local business in Ocala. Its a dog training company, LBS dog training, and what they do is they 

train service animals for traumatic brain injuries, which is like PTSD." Cichosz is a freelance 

http://www.gainesvillepd.org/


graphic design from Ocala. She says this program is helping her jumpstart her own graphic 

design company. "My first thought is 'Oh my goodness, my dream might actually come true.'" 

Leanne King was a participant in 2013. Soon after she completed it, she was asked to come on 

board to teach the HR section of the program to other veterans. "My business has probably 

quadrupled in size since the three years that I've been through the program. So it's been pretty 

impressive results, and I owe a lot of that to this program." 

 

ISSUE: POLITICS 

5/17 Students at Eastside High School are getting election ready as staff from the Alachua 

County Supervisor of Elections Office visit different high school around the county to make sure 

students understand the importance of voting. 

"Every vote counts, you don't want your one vote to be the one that could have changed history 

or could have just did something," says Eastside High School senior De'Angelo Bailey.  

Students even had the chance to learn about the election process and they even practiced filling 

out a demonstration ballot. 

They learned things like how Florida is a closed Primary State and why they should keep their 

voter registration cards current. 

"A lot of them will be going to college outside of Alachua County, some will go into the the 

military as well, and so we want to make sure they are aware of the three methods of voting and 

that they can vote by mail if they want to keep their legal residency here in Alachua County," 

says Kim Barton, the Outreach Dir. for the Supervisor of Elections Office.  

And Barton says she has seen lower voter turnout among younger generations. 

 

"A lot of times their focus is on the presidential elections, but they do understand after we talk 

about it how important local elections are because these are the people that are making the 

decisions that affect them day to day and that they should participate in this elections just as 

important as even the presidential elections," said Barton.  

But seniors like Michayla Williams says after today's class she'll be sure to vote in upcoming 

elections. 

"I feel like I have an opinion to voice to everybody, I'm not the type of person to be quiet and I 

think it's really important because of my family members who have came before me,  to not just 

do anything," said Williams.  



Students 18-year-old and over also had to chance to register to vote. While 16 and 17-year-

old  students got to pre-register. 

  

This program will head to  Santa Fe High School"on Wednesday. 

5/25 Members of the Collaborative Community Caucus have less than a week to finish 

collecting the over 7,400 signatures needed to put a referendum on November's ballot that would 

move Gainesville's city elections from the spring to the fall.  

The group Gainesville Votes has until Friday to finish collecting petitions. Their message is that 

changing city elections to the fall would boost voter turnout and cut costs, as well as cut back on 

voter fatigue. Right now, they've collected a few thousand petitions, but volunteer Harvey Ward 

says he's not positive they'll get the signatures they need in time.   

If they don't collect enough petitions, they'll be lobbying to city commissioners, who could place 

the question on the ballot if six commissioners vote in favor.   

"So many Gainesville voters have told us in this process that they want this to happen, that they 

want the chance to vote on it, and we can't walk away from that," he said.  

Todd Chase, City Commissioner for District 2, questions the groups motive.   

"This campaign is almost exclusively run by former city commissioners, who are very partisan, a 

few of which were defeated in elections," he said.  

Gainesville Votes is aiming to have their petitions in by Friday, because their deadline falls on 

Sunday.  

6/1 A petition to move Gainesville's city elections to the fall has come up short.  

Organizers behind the 'Gainesville Votes' initiative had ninety days to collect over 7,000 

petitions, but didn't gather enough signatures in time.  

"We started over ninety days ago with very little funding and a small group of volunteers, and 

still managed to get almost 5,000 signatures who say, 'lets put this on the ballot!'" said Harvey 

Ward.   

The group collected 4,853 petitions, and all but 1,199 have been proceed with the Supervisor of 

Elections Office.   

 "We wanted to let everybody know that we're not finished, we didn't meet the threshold this 

time, but it is a short window and we'll definitely be back," Ward said.  



Their next step is to lobby to the city commission, who could place the question on the ballot if 

six commissioners vote in favor.  Commissioner Adrian Hayes-Santos ran just a couple of 

months ago in the city election, and says he hopes to see the change.  

"This is about increasing voter turnout," he said. "It's about saving the city of Gainesville's 

money, this is real tax dollars,  about $250,000 a year we waste on these elections."  

If necessary, Gainesville Votes may start the 90 day process over again later this year.  

 

ISSUE:   HOMELESS 

5/17 With tarps for roofs, and tin buckets for chairs, the people at Dignity Village and Grace 

Marketplace have fallen on hard times. "The folks that are out here don't all want to be 

homeless," says Executive Director of Grace Marketplace, Theresa Lowe. She says some cases 

of homelessness are easier to solve than others. "There are many many people who fall into 

homelessness that are kind of going to pull themselves up by their boot straps, and get a job, and 

go on and be happy and we'll never see them again." But that's not true for everyone, so Grace is 

focusing it's efforts on those who are chronically homeless.  

Lowe says, "The population of people who we're serving has shifted. We've been able to get 

some of our most difficult people off the street. People that have been on the street for longer 

than a year." 

Since Grace Marketplace opened in 2013, the homeless population in the county has dropped 

from about 2200 to about 1400. The staff says they credit a lot of their success to the programs 

they offer. Grace has case workers for mental support, and a move-in assistance program, which 

works with local landlords to get people living on their own again. 

But to be able to support themselves financially, they need a job. Career Source in downtown 

Gainesville holds resume workshops and interview prep sessions for anyone who needs it, free of 

charge. 

Career Source Executive Director Anne Favre says, "We don't categorize or differentiate people 

that are homeless. There are people who have homes and need some of the same skills and some 

of the same services. They need resume writing, they may need help with transportation or child 

care. To us, it's but one small piece of the equation of how we can help people re-enter the 

workforce." 

Career Source recently held the Second Chance Job Fair, and Grace Marketplace says quite a 

few homeless people left with job offers. 

One local business owner says having a home isn't a prerequisite to getting hired at his company, 

but being professional is. Wade Swikle, owner of 2 College Brothers Moving and Storage says, 

"I wouldn't say we couldn't hire you because you're homeless obviously, but in order to uphold 



our image and our brand. We need to hire people who have good hygiene skills, and know how 

to act professional and look professional when they're out on job sites, because they're 

representing our company, they're our front lines." 

Getting homeless people out of the shelters and back to work benefits not only the homeless 

people, but the taxpayers as well. 

 

ISSUE:   DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

6/2 In the event of a disaster or a hurricane, the best thing to do is be prepared, to plan ahead. 

Alachua County Animal Services is doing just that. On saturday, they're holding the first ever 

Disaster Preparedness Adoption Event. 

Animal Shelter Supervisor Jane Grantman says, "It's an event that we're holding so that we can 

educate the public on how to prepare in the event of a disaster. And not just for themselves but 

for their pets also." 

The best preventative measure you can take is always making sure your dog is wearing a collar. 

Now on this collar, it should have the pet's name as well as contact information in case the pet 

ever gets lost. That way, you can make sure they make it home safe. And make sure you get your 

pet microchipped. There will be free microchipping for pets during the event, as well as new 

adoptable pets. Experts say in an emergency, taking your pet with you wherever you go is always 

the safest option. 

Grantman, "You just put your animal at risk if you leave them by leaving them behind. Most 

people consider animals to be a part of their family, so again consider them in your plan for a 

disaster to take them with you." 

Including them in the plan means making sure you have enough food and water for them as you 

do for anyone else in your family. The event will be from 9:30- 5:00 at animal services and is 

held.The red Cross in partnership with the red cross. Adoption fees will be waived for the day- 

and microchipping will be free. 

6/7 As the high winds and heavy rains of Tropical Storm Colin ripped through Alachua 

County on Monday, Bernice Constantin walked to his front yard to find the source of a startling 

sound.  

"I heard this loud crack! And then a womp... and I thought, something significant has happened," 

he said.  

He found a massive tree fallen across his neighbors lawn, narrowly missing the house and 

mailbox.  



"It could have done considerable damage to the house, and with something that size it could have 

even killed somebody, but thankfully, all there is to be done is a big cleanup," he said.  

The city's official rain gauge recorded just over 6.3 inches through 3 a.m. Tuesday. That, coupled 

with high winds, blew over dozens of trees. Experts say one of the biggest risks though happens 

long after the storm is gone.  

"With all of the water that we have in the ground now, as that's absorbed by the limbs, you run 

the risk of healthy limbs cracking off the tree, or any limb that has a defective union between it 

and another limb, or it and the trunk could potentially fail," said John Burns of Skyfrog Tree 

Service.  

Burns says another warning sign to look out for are trees that are already leaning.  

"The weight at the end of the branch coupled with the wet ground could cause the roots to give 

way. It's not that the tree failed it's just that the interface between the roots and the soil lost 

friction and the roots simply pull out of the ground," he said.  

In addition to downed trees, a ruptured sewer line in the 900 block of Waldo Road caused a 

sewage backup, and street flooding was reported on SW 13th Street. No injuries were reported.  

6/6    Cars are hydroplaning and citizens are urged to stay inside. Tropical Storm Colin has 

arrived, and Alachua County is in what's called a level 2 activation, a partial activation of all 

emergency response teams. 

Alachua County Emergency Management Coordinator Ebbin Spellman says, "We're at a level 2 

activation. Which from day to day we're a level 3, that's the monitoring. A level 2 is a partial 

activation VOC. A level 1 is when we have everybody sitting in their seats because we're 

expecting a serious impact." 

At this point, the county has decided not to open any of the emergency shelters, but emergency 

response teams are on standby. Spellman says, "Because this is a not a quote on quote wind 

event, it's a rain event than anything else we're going to a partial activation. If this had been a 

more organized tropical storm or a hurricane- we would have stood up to a level 1." 

One volunteer works the radio system for severe weather situations, connecting the shelters to 

the emergency teams if cell phone towers fail. He worked during the 2004 storms, but says the 

last one was Tropical Storm Fay in 2008. Jeff Capehart says, "This storm is a good practice and 

preparation for us to test not only our procedures but also our people." 

Storms like these help prep for major hurricanes or storms- should any hit this year. Alachua 

County is expecting half a foot of rain, and the City of Gainesville has been giving out sandbags 

all day to those who need them. 

 



ISSUE: FEEDING CHILDREN 

6/9 School is out for summer in Alachua County, which means the long-standing summer 

meals program is returning with free breakfast and lunch in 61 locations across the county.  

"We just keep increasing our locations every year and this is wonderful because it means that 

we're feeding more children during the summer, last year we served over 98,000 meals during 

breakfast and lunch," said Caron Rowe with the county's Food and Nutrition Services.  

Until now, kids would have to go to a school or designated serving site to get a meal. But starting 

on Monday, a bus equipped with fresh, healthy food will be traveling into the Linton Oaks, 

Hidden Oaks, and Tower Oaks communities.  

Linton Oaks resident Edward Johnson says it's a much-needed resource for many kids in his 

neighborhood.  

  "Oh definitely! It's needed very much, I've got grandkids myself and that's gonna be a whole 

heck of a lot less load on me and their parents," he said.  

The free meals are available to any child 0-18 regardless of family income. The child does not 

need to be enrolled in the school district to participate. Please visit the county's food and 

nutrition services website for a full list of serving sites and times.  

 

ISSUE: GUNS 

6/17 Congress is voting on two new measures- whether to ban people from the government's 

terrorist watch list from legally obtaining guns-- and whether to expand background checks to 

include people shopping at gun shows and online. 

One local says about the Orlando shooter, "I think if they're being investigated, they should 

definitely not be able to purchase a firearm, and if they've been previously investigated as well, 

such as the case I think it was with this guy, I think it's just not a good idea whatsoever, and this 

recent shooting goes to show why it's a bad idea." 

Many question if there is any way to keep guns out of the hands of terrorists like Omar Mateen. 

One woman says, "Knowing that he's been investigated before, he should not have been able to 

purchase those firearms legally at all." 

Some believe that if you're investigated, but not convicted of a crime, your second amendment 

right should not be revoked. One man says, "It's circumstantial. Depends what exactly he's being 

investigated for what exactly he's done to get under investigation." 

Another says, "You can't say, just because you were under investigation at some point in your 

life, you can't get a gun, that's not fair, that's un-American....What I do think though is that when 

http://www.acpsfood.com/
http://www.acpsfood.com/


he went over there to get military grade armor, that should have raised a flag, and it did. But 

what the gun owner failed to do was he failed to report it to authorities. That he should have 

done." 

Even if someone passes a background check, gun store owners can make the decision not to sell, 

if they feel uneasy about the person or situation. They are also encouraged to report the person to 

authorities, but it is not required. 

 

ISSUE: HELPING FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES  

6/19 A missionary organization based out of Texas made a pit-stop in Gainesville this week to 

help fix up homes for low-income families. 

CBS 4 caught up with them in SE Gainesville ... where the group is already changing the life of 

one family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cobb have lived in their SE Gainesville home for over 30 years, but as they get 

older, it's getting harder and harder for them to leave their house, which is why a missionary 

decided to lend a helping hand. 

"You know helping seniors or anybody that needs help, I think this is wonderful, its beautiful," 

says resident Betty Cobb.  

The United Methodist Action Reach Out Mission by Youth or UM  Army is a missionary 

organization that began in Texas. 

The group offers week long mission trips for young students looking to help low-income 

families, the elderly and the disabled. 

This trip brought them to SE  Gainesville to help a couple. 

"I'm cleaning up the yard so that it looks nice and my other friends, they're making a ramp so that 

they can get out of their house easier," says UM ARMY member Ruthie McNeil.  

Hailey Robins is fifteen-years-old and she says she has been doing these mission trips for several 

years. 

She says it's a lot of work and some projects take days to complete. 

"We have to get all the wood, put it together, build frames and then we have to lay out all the 

wood paneling and nail it together," says UM ARMY member Hailey Robins. 

But the hard work is worth it for knowing she helped someone in need.  



"Seeing how happy they are after we finish all the work," says Robins.  

The home owner, 67-year-old Betty Cobb suffers from health issues making it hard for her to 

walk. 

"I have arthritis in my knees, my hips and my back," she says.   

And if it wasn't for this new ramp, she says she would still be stuck at home. 

"I'd be in the house all the time just locked up in the house and its so cool and it feels so good 

and the trees, I said oh my God it's just like going to the park or something, it is wonderful, 

they're doing an excellent job," says Cobb.  

By Wednesday UM ARMY  says the Cobbs' should have a brand new access ramp that they can 

use to get in and out of their house. 

UM Army is hoping to eventually set up a permanent organization in Florida. 

it's the first year the group has come to Gainesville, and they're hoping to complete at least 12 

projects by the end of the week. 

As the weather heats up, more and more motorcycle and bike riders will be out on the road. 

We share Ted Julseth's story on why it's important for riders to wear a helmet. 

Just last month,  Ted got into a a terrible motorcycle accident and Friday afternoon he visited that 

site for the first time since his accident and he tells us he's just lucky to be alive. 

His mother, Lisa Julseth was eating her lunch when she received a call from her 20-year-old son 

, Ted.  

He had been struck by a car that was making a left on 23rd Avenue. 

"I took off,  I just took off in the parking lot cause I was still in my car and I got here as soon as I 

could,  and my world turned upside down that day." 

Ted was lying in a ditch on the side of 43rd Street, he had been flung from his motorcycle.  

He survived, but he suffered serious injuries.  

"He's had a double fracture in the lower part of his leg, there's going to be a partial amputation of 

his foot eventually, there just waiting to see how the foot heals itself, he's got a dislocated wrist , 

he had lacerations of the liver," says Lisa.  

Since his accident, Ted says life has been a challenge. 



"I basically just sit in a chair 24/7 now , I mean every other day I might leave the house, but I 

mainly only leave when I have a doctor's appointment or if my mom's going to Home 

Depot...and I just want to see my co-workers," says Ted.  

His life will never be the same.  

"I'm only 20-year-old and a lot was taken from me, even the doctor who was looking after my 

foot, he's angry that someone changed a 20 -year-old's life," says Ted.  

Now that schools out Gainesville Fire Rescue is urging motorist to be cautious of children too. 

"We're seeing an increase in young children also having accidents so we've had two or three 

accidents in the last week involving young school children," says Chief Michael Cowart.  

Lisa says it was Ted's helmet that saved him that day. 

"And I want every motorcyclist to wear that helmet because my son wouldn't be here today 

without it," says Lisa.  

 That's why Gainesville Fire Rescue stresses the importance of wearing a helmet, every year 

about 450 Florida residents lose their lives to motorcycle accidents.  

 

ISSUE: FIRE SAFETY 

6/21 Wednesday was another warm, sunny day with no rain. While that seems like a good 

thing, it also raised theFire Danger Index from low to moderate.  

Ludie Bond with the Florida Forest Service, pointed out the places crews were stationed across 

North Central Florida on Wednesday afternoon. They're ready to stop a wildfire in its tracks.  

"We're not seeing a lot of wildfire activity now, here in our local area, but that doesn't mean it's 

not going to come," she said.  

In the summer months, lightning strikes remain the primary cause for wildfires, and because 

lightning can strike anywhere no area is immune.  

"Here in Alachua County for instance, on the western side of the county we have more pastures, 

there's a lot of grazing areas out there, so fire could run across the pastures very quickly," she 

said.  

Bond says its important to keep vegetation from getting too close to your house.  You can do that 

by trimming back trees and shrubs and by picking up any debris near your home that could catch 

on fire. 



Inside of your home:   

 Be sure to have working fire extinguishers 

 Test your smoke alarms monthly  

 Talk to your kids about an evacuation plan, should a fire come near your home 

Bond says the drier it stays, the higher the Fire Danger Index could go. That's because dry grass 

and brush cause flames to spread more quickly.  

 

ISSUE: CHILD SAFETY 

6/22 A summer program is teaching kids how to protect themselves from anyone who tries to 

hurt them. 

These kids are the latest recruits in this year's summer Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) Program 

for kids.  

"We work on the rad kids moves and vehicle safety, home safety," says a returning student, Bella 

Hand. 

It's taught by members of the Alachua County Sheriff's Office, GPD, and UFPD, the program 

has been around about 16 years.  

"We teach the kids basic core values of anti-abduction techniques and personal power, but its so 

much more than just the self defense mechanism,  which is built into RadKIDS we talk about 

anti-bullying and anti-drugs and home safety and out and about safety and strangers in cars." 

The Kids in Wednesday class are ages  five  through seven and they're learning useful techniques 

that may one day protect them in case they ever meet a stranger or bully. 

"Bullying has become an expanding problem in our society starting from a very core age of 

kindergarten, so we're teaching kids right off, I don't have the right to bully anybody and they 

don't have the right to bully me," says Alachua County Sheriff's Office Crime Prevention Deputy 

Cary Gallop.  

It's 5-year-old Kassidy Jackson's first RAD class and she learned something all RAD kids take 

away. 

"I don't have the right to hurt anyone else or myself," says Jackson.  

Seven year old Aubrey Pardue even learned some new ways to defend herself. 

"If a bad guy tries to take you, you can also do like the peppering and stuff," says Pardue.  



Moves that can one day save her if she's ever caught in a bad situation. 

"And then you're supposed to yell as loud as you can to make other people hear you so they 

might dial 9-1-1 or something like that," says Pardue.  

Deputy Gallop hopes in the future this program will be taught throughout the Alachua County 

school system. 

RadKIDS is a free program for children ages 3 to 12. 

6/24 It's the seventh annual world's largest swimming lesson, but it's the fifth year the city of 

Gainesville is participating in an attempt to break a record. 

H. Spurgeon Cherry Pool drew in a huge crowd as  the city of Gainesville worked on breaking 

the record for the World's Largest Swim Lesson. Over 24 countries are participating and they 

have 30 minutes of swim time, all with the common goal of teaching kids how to swim. 

Hundreds of kids made their way down to the pools for one reason, "so I can be part of a world 

record," says 8-year-old Jackson Weaver.  

City of Gainesville officials says they participate in the World's Largest Swimming Lesson to 

spread the message that swim lessons save lives. 

"Especially living here in Florida where we're surrounded by water, swimming lessons is vitally 

important." says Jeff Moffitt Recreation Supervisor for Gainesville pools.  

According to the CDC about 10 people die a day from unintentional drowning. 

"Drowning is the second leading cause of death among children 14-years-old and under and it's 

totally preventable," says Moffitt.  

Smitha Kumar came out to the event because her kids love to swim. 

"I've got two kids who are literally water babies because they've been in the water since they 

were very little, but they've been taking lessons for the last two weeks now and they're doing 

great," says Kumar.  

Elizabeth Jenkins wanted to support her 4-year old granddaughter. 

"So I thought it would be a great opportunity to see part of the community, I'm a retired teacher 

and i love seeing kids especially kids doing something good for their future and their personal 

safety," says Jenkins.  

Last year 378 kids came out to participate in the World's Largest Swim Lesson in Gainesville, 

but this year only 253  kids came out to participate at three of their pools.   



 

 

 

 

 

         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


