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Quarterly Issues and Programs Report

Through formal and informal ascertainment of the general public, community leaders, 
public officials – inclusive of different ethnic organizations and service organizations, the 
following list emerged as issues needing media attention and support.

The programs produced to meet the needs of the public included locally produced shows 
and newscasts as well as national programs, public service announcement campaigns and 
sales marketing campaigns.

Community Issues

Accidents and Disasters Environment

Business & Industry Foreign News

Children & Youth Funerals and Memorials

Consumer Government and Politics

Court and Legal Decisions Health and Medical

Crime and Law Enforcement Housing

Cultural Immigration

Deaths Lifestyle

Diversity Poverty

Education Religion

Elderly-Seniors-Retirement Safety

Employment/Labor Technology

Entertainment Transportation



Regularly Scheduled Programs

Our locally produced, regularly scheduled programs are aired specifically to address 
community issues, concerns and needs.  The programs are as follows:

NBC 10 @ Issue – A weekly issue-oriented program that focuses on current issues 
and events.  It features interviews with local newsmakers at the center of 
change in our region.  Sundays 11:30-12N.

NBC 10 News– Daily Local News Programs
WCAU’s daily newscasts devote considerable time to local issues and 
community problems.  Regularly scheduled newscasts include:

Program Time Days
NBC 10 News Today 4:00-7:00am Monday-Friday
NBC 10 News Today 11:00am – 12N Monday-Friday

NBC 10 News at 4 4:00-5:00pm Monday-Friday
NBC 10 News at 5 5:00-6:00pm Monday-Friday
NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Monday-Friday
NBC 10 News at 7 7:00-7:30pm Monday-Friday
NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-11:35pm Monday-Friday

NBC 10 News Today 5:30-7:00am Saturday
NBC 10 News Today 9:00-10:00am Saturday

NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Saturday
NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-11:30pm Saturday

NBC 10 News Today 5:30-8:00am Sunday
NBC 10 News Today 9:00-10:30am Sunday

NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Sunday
NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-12M Sunday



July 1st 2021 – September 30th 2021

Public Safety and Crime
July 14th – Man Up PHL – Pkg aired at 11p
In the constant search for solutions to Philadelphia’s gun violence epidemic, Solomon Jones started, 
Man Up PHL, a program designed to listen to young men about their problems on the streets. Jones 
says listening to these men helps them get to the root of the issues, helps find solutions and even helps 
some of these men find jobs. 

August 11th -Chester Crime Down – Pkg aired at 11a
Mayor Thaddeus Kirkland and the Chester Police Department command staff announce that homicides 
in the City are down 58% from January through June of this year when compared to the same timeframe 
in 2020. The Chester Police Department released the mid-year 2021 crime statistics, highlighting drops 
in seven of the eight categories outlined in part one crimes-- with five areas showing double-digit 
decreases.  Part one crimes include homicide, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, theft, vehicular theft, and 
arson. All crimes except for rapes were trending down.   Arson incidents registered the highest decline, 
with a 65% drop from January through June when compared to the same timeframe in 2020. Homicides 
saw the second-highest drop, with 11 fewer murders in the City this year. Robberies showed a 51% 
decrease, followed by thefts with a 23% downward trend, burglaries saw a 19% decrease, vehicle thefts 
were down 9%, and robberies dropped by 5%.

August 23rd – 3rd and Christian Man Attacked – Live at 4p/6p
Philadelphia police release surveillance video of a group of teens who attacked a 38 yr old man as he 
was finishing his delivery job. A 19 year old turned himself in shortly after but police are still looking for 
the others.    The victim is in critical condition and in coma but is expected to slowly recover. 

September 17th – Chester Six Yr Old Shot – Pkg aired at 4p and 7p
A six year old girl is recovering after being shot in a Chester parking lot.  The girl was sitting in a car 
when she was hit by a bullet. Several other shell casings were found in the area.  The girl is expected to 
be ok. No arrests. 

September 21st – Missing Taxi Driver – Pkg aired at 4p and 5p
Police in Reading are searching for a 30 year old taxi driver who was last seen picking up a fare on 
August 8th.  The man’s family is desperate to find him and say he wouldn’t go away on his own without 
telling them. Police say they do consider the disappearance suspicious and are following up on all leads. 
 

Health 
 July 9th - Covid Vaccine Boosters – Pkg aired at 5p/6p
Pfizer says its ready to begin trials for covid vaccine boosters next month, but the FDA and CDC aren’t 
behind the idea right now saying science will demonstrate when and if they are needed.  Experts say 
they are watching the variant and how it reacts in the coming months and stress that the number one 
thing everyone should do is make sure they are fully vaccinated.

July 29th – Christiana Care Vaccine Mandate – Vo aired at 11p
ChristianaCare announces it will join a growing number of health care systems and hospitals across the 
nation that are requiring all caregivers to be vaccinated for COVID-19. All caregivers must receive their 
first dose of a two-dose vaccine or their single dose of Johnson & Johnson by Tuesday, September 21, 
2021.  The decision comes as a growing number of professional organizations urge all health care 
facilities to require workers to get vaccinated—including the American Medical Association, the American 



Nurses Association, the American Hospital Association, America’s Essential Hospitals, the American 
College of Surgeons and many others.

August 23rd – Pfizer Full FDA Approval -Pkg aired at 11p
The CDC give full authorization to Pfizer’s Covid 19 vaccine. The vaccine had been in use after 
emergency usage was approved earlier this year.  Health officials hope the full approval will encourage 
more Americans to get vaccinated. 

August 27th – Broad St Run Update – Live AM/11a/4p/6p
Philadelphia officials announce that due to the rise in the number of Covid cases locally and across the 
country, all participants in this year’s Blue Cross Broad Street Run must be fully vaccinated.  Those 
unwilling or unable to get the shot can participate virtually but will not be allowed to run, even with a 
negative covid tests.  There will also be no “fan zones” and organizers are asking people not to gather at 
the starting or finish line to watch the race. 

September 9th – U of DE Vaccine Rules – vo aired at  5p
Attendees of any public events on the University of Delaware's campus must show proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or the results of a negative COVID-19 PCR test taken within 72 hours.  The new 
requirements go into effect just in time for Delaware's football home opener against St. Francis University 
Saturday night at Delaware Stadium. Attendees under the age of 12, who aren't eligible for vaccination, 
will not have to show a negative COVID-19 test, but they will be required to wear a mask even at outdoor 
events on-campus

September 22nd – Christiana Cares Trailblazing Treatment –
ChristianaCare physical therapists have developed a trailblazing treatment to prevent muscle strains that 
has caught the attention of numerous sports teams, including the Los Angeles Rams and Baltimore 
Ravens.

Minorities, Gay and Lesbian issues
July 26th – DE Lawmaker Racial Slur - Vo aired at 6p
A Delaware elected official who used using anti-Asian slurs and sexist language in an e-mail says he will 
not seek re-election when his term ends.  Rep Gerald Brady says using the racial slurs and making a 
crass joke about human trafficking make it difficult to effectively provide the kind of representation all 
Delawareans deserve.

July 26th -Transgender Homicides – Vo aired at 5p
The Philadelphia District Attorney's Office announces the conviction and sentencing of 28-year-old Troy 
Bailey, who was found guilty of Third Degree Murder (F1) and related weapon offenses, for the murder of 
40 year-old Michelle "Tameka" Washington, a beloved transgender community advocate. Washington 
was fatally shot in May 2019.  At least 31 transgender or gender nonconforming people nationally have 
been murdered this year, according to the Human Rights Campaign. The number of transgender or 
gender nonconforming people killed since 2019 has steadily increased, and the numbers may be higher 
due to lack of reporting.
 
August 25th - Phillies Pride Night – Vo aired at 11p
Meteorologist Steve Sosna throws out the ceremonial first pitch to kick of Pride Night at the Phillies 
game.  The Phillies 5th annual night honoring the LGBTQ community also featured the first live, in-person 
performance in nearly two years, or the 75-member Philadelphia Gay Men's Chorus who sang the 
national anthem and the flying of a pride flag.

September 8th  - Biden HBCU Chair – Vo aired at 6p



President Biden announced his intent to appoint Dr. Tony Allen as the Chair of the President’s Board of 
Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).  The Board will advance the goal of 
the HBCU Initiative, established by the Carter Administration, to increase the capacity of HBCUs to 
provide the highest-quality education to its students and continue serving as engines of opportunity.  
Tony Allen became President of Delaware State University in January 2020, after serving as Provost and 
Executive Vice President since July 2017.  

September 9th – Sickle Cell Blood Drive – Vo aired at 5p
The American Red Cross holds a Sickle Cell Awareness Month blood drive.  The Red Cross is working 
with community partners to help increase blood donations from Black donors, since 90% of sickle cell 
patients are of Black or African American descent. Individuals living with sickle cell disease share their 
experiences, and Red Cross representatives explain the importance of having a diverse blood supply for 
the treatment of sickle cell patients.

September 21st – Money for Hispanic Institutions – Vo aired at 11p
As Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated across the nation, U.S. Senators Bob Menendez, the highest-
ranking Latino in Congress, and Cory Booker announces the awarding of $6,559,034 from the U.S. 
Department of Education to support six Hispanic Serving Institutions across New Jersey. There are 539 
non-profit HSIs across the country and 20 in New Jersey.

Education
July 8th – Wolf PreK Expansion -Vo aired at 4p/5p
Governor Wolf and other officials discuss the $30 million increase in early childhood education funding in 
the 2021-22 state budget. This new funding will allow an additional 3,200 children enroll in the 
commonwealth’s high-quality early learning programs bringing the total to 35,100 children served.  

August 9th – Philly Pre K – Vo aired at 6p
PHLpreK, Philadelphia’s, free pre-K program is expected to have its biggest year ever in 2021-22.  This 
school year marks the fifth year for PHLpreK. PHLpreK began in January 2017. This year, the program 
will add 700 new PHLpreK seats to serve 4,000 students in over 140 pre-K centers throughout the city. 
Children who will be 3 or 4 by September 1 are eligible, regardless of their families’ income.

August 26th – MCCC Wipes out 5M in Student Dept – Vo aired at 11p
Mercer County Community College (MCCC) on a mission to remove financial barriers to encourage 
students to stay in college has, over the past 16 months, forgiven nearly $5 million in qualified balances 
such as tuition, fees and other costs to students enrolled during the pandemic.  Debt forgiveness at 
Mercer is not based on academic excellence or performance. The monetary assistance is targeted to 
those students who demonstrate exceptional need.  To be considered for award funding, students must 
be registered for classes during the Fall 2021 semester. Those classes may be in person or online or a 
combination of both.

August 31st -Philly Schools Return – Live AM/4p/6p
Philadelphia school district students and teachers return to the classroom for the first time since March of 
2019 due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Everyone in the district building’s must be masked and all 
teachers and staff are required to be vaccinated.

September 7th – Camden First Day of School – Vo aired at 4p
The Camden school district students and teachers return to the classroom for the first time since March 
of 2019 due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Everyone in the district building’s must be masked and 
temperature checks will be done upon entry.
 



Government
July 6th - Carla Sands for Senate – Vo aired at 6p
Carla Sands, former President Donald Trump's ambassador to Denmark, announced Tuesday that she 
will join the crowded Republican primary field for Pennsylvania's open U.S. Senate seat.  Sands for 
months has made the rounds of the state Republican Party's circuit of dinners, meet-and-greets and 
fundraisers, introducing herself to party rank-and-file members. The race for Pennsylvania's open U.S. 
Senate seat is expected to be one of the nation's most competitive in 2022, helping to determine control 
of the chamber. Sands, 60, grew up in Cumberland County, outside Harrisburg.

July 7th – Casey Tax Credit – Vo aired at 5p
U.S. Senator Bob Casey joins Pennsylvania families for a virtual press conference to highlight the local 
impact of Democrats’ new tax cut for middle class families, which will start hitting bank accounts this 
week. Participants will also call out Republican Senate candidates for opposing the American Rescue 
Plan that delivered critical relief to grow Pennsylvania’s economy.

August 4th - Ciattarelli and Diane Allen – Pkg aired at 6p
Jack Ciattarelli, Republican candidate for New Jersey Governor, formally introduces his candidate for 
Lieutenant Governor, Diane Allen.  Allen brings with her 22 years of experience in the state Legislature, 
having won six terms as a Republican in a Burlington County district that has often leaned Democratic 
before retiring in 2018. She has ties to South Jersey, whereas Ciattarelli hails from the central part of the 
state. Her record as a lawmaker is respected on both sides of the aisle. And she has name recognition 
beyond politics, having been a news anchor in Philadelphia before becoming a legislator.

September 13th – McSwain Announcement – Pkg aired at 5p/6p
U.S. Attorney Bill McSwain announces his intent to run for governor of Pennsylvania. Republican 
McSwain has been an outspoken critic of Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, AG Josh Shapiro 
and current PA Governor Tom Wolf. 
 
September 28th- Governor Carney Vaccine Mandates - Vo aired at 4p/5p
Delaware Governor Carney announces all staff, volunteers and contractors at public and private k – 12 
schools in DE must be fully vaccinated by November 1st or submit to regular testing.

 
Youth Issues
July 9th – Schools and Masks – Pkg aired at 4p
The Centers for Disease Control announce fully vaccinated students do not need to wear masks in 
classrooms this fall.  The guidance, which goes beyond mask-wearing, is aimed at kindergartners 
through high school seniors, and is meant "to help keep kids in classrooms, as well as participating in 
any sports or extracurricular activities."  For unvaccinated students, the CDC continues to recommend 
masks and other prevention measures, such as testing and proper hand-washing. The agency's 
guidance is not a mandate. School districts and local governments have the authority to make their own 
decisions, including whether to implement universal mask-wearing or ditch the masks completely, even 
for unvaccinated students.

August 6th -Gov Murphy NJ Masks in Schools - Pkg aired at 6p
NJ Governor Murphy announces mask will be mandatory for all students, staff and visitors to school 
buildings K-12 for the start of the school year.  Murphy says the main reason for the mandate is the 
recent rampant spike of covid cases driven by the delta variant. 



 August 16th – NJ PreK – Vo aired at 4p and 5p
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy announces the state will commit to providing universal pre-K to all 
families across the state over the next several years. Today's round of funding establishes or expands 
high-quality pre-K programs in 19 additional school districts across the state. The Department of 
Education will develop a Strategic Plan that will sets a roadmap for further pre-K expansion throughout 
the state.

 September 20th – Pfizer Vaccine for Kids – Pkg aired at 4p and 6p
Pfizer announces results of a trial showing their vaccine is safe and effective for kids ages 5-11.  Local 
health officials welcome the news and say they will follow FDA and CDC guidance on how and when to 
start administering the shot to that age group.

September 20th  - Bus Driver Shortage – Pkg aired at 11p
Parents in Glassboro show up for a school board meeting to show their displeasure with the way the 
district is handling the bus driver shortage, an issue being seen across the country.  The district says 
they need 8 more drivers and until that happens, the only solution is to temporality let middle and high 
school students out early so the drivers can return in time for elementary school rides.  Parents say the 
kids have been through enough the last year with virtual learning and the district should have had 
another, better, plan in place. 

Disabled
 July 11th -Variety Christmas in July – Vo aired at 6p
Hogs & Honeys Foundation for Kids hosted its annual Christmas in July ride and toy run, which ended at 
Variety – the Children’s Charity of the Delaware Valley with a parade of more than 100 motorcycles into 
campus.  The foundation also presented a 10 yr old boy with an adaptive bike. Variety’s mission is to 
enrich the lives of children and young adults with disabilities through social, educational and vocational 
programs that nurture independence and self-confidence, and prepare them for life. 

July 12th – Down Syndrome Beach Day – Pkg aired at 4p;
The Wildwood Beach Patrol opens Baker Ave Beach for kids with down syndrome and their families for 
the 21 Down Beach Day.
Often, kids with down syndrome are not comfortable in the ocean. Their parents can't just relax and 
watch them frolic. But on July 12th all that changes, hours are spent riding waves in tandem with 
seasoned Wildwood lifeguards on soft-top paddle boards.  Short breaks for relay races, lunch and ice 
cream are provided as beach safety is reinforced.

July 14th – Autistic Support Playground – Pkg aired at 530p
An autistic support playground was just built at Jamison Elementary in Jamison Bucks County. The 
playground was built to support autistic students in all of Bucks County and in memory of long-time 
special needs teacher Renee Ford who lost her battle with cancer earlier this year. What’s special about 
the playground is it has sensory enriching features and will fulfill the individual sensory needs of 
students. A phase two will take place later this summer.

August 11th -Paralympian at Nemours – Pkg aired at 6p
Dr. Michelle Konkoly was once a division one swimmer until an accident broke her spine leaving her 
paralyzed from the waist down.  Konkoly eventually re-learned to walk and joined the swim team again. 
She later competed in the 2016 Paralympics in Rio winning two golds, a silver and bronze.   Inspired by 
her own recovery and the doctors Who helped her achieve it- she became a doctor, and now doing her 
residency here at Nemours children’s hospital in Wilmington, she is now helping other young people 
recover.



 
September 16th – Shelter Volunteer – Pkg aired at 4p
A woman with autism who volunteers at a local animal shelter talks about how helping the animals helps 
her.  The woman says working w/the shyer dogs forcers her to come out of her shell and teaches her 
lessons she uses in everyday life. 

 

Consumer 
July 19th – Lyft Reintroduces Shared Rides – Vo aired at 4p
Lyft announces the return of Shared Rides. Lyft will launch a brand new Shared ride experience in 
Philadelphia today, along with Chicago and Denver on 7/26, with plans to expand to additional markets 
in the coming months. As cities across the country continue to reopen, Lyft will be reintroducing its lowest 
cost ride option, and providing more earnings opportunities for drivers. Lyft has reimagined Shared rides 
to make them cheaper, faster and more enjoyable for both riders and drivers.

 July 28th – FedEx Hiring – Vo aired at 6p
In response to surging demand for its e-commerce services, including seven-day residential delivery, 
FedEx Ground is hiring more than 1,000 team members across multiple stations in Lehigh Valley.  Open 
positions are available for a mix of part and full-time package handlers with growth opportunities as the 
company continues to expand capacity in response to ongoing customer demand.

September 6th – DE Walgreens Delays – Vo aired at 4p
Flooding from the remnants of Hurricane Ida has meant that numerous Walgreens pharmacies in 
Delaware have been unable to process prescriptions. The internet services vendor for the stores was 
affected by the historic flooding on Sept. 2. That has meant delays for people receiving vital medications.  
Walgreens has apologized for the inconvenience. The company says it is working to address the issues 
that have caused the delays.

September 8th – Septa Discounts – Vo aired at 6p
SEPTA is preparing to welcome more people back to the system this month and offering a big discount 
on weekly passes to help entice them to come on board.  Starting the week of Sept. 13, and continuing 
the weeks of Sept. 20 and 27, customers can get a 25 percent discount on all weekly TransPasses and 
TrailPasses. Passes for next week are on sale beginning today, Sept. 8.

September 14th – PA Turnpike Toll by Plate – Pkg aired at 11p
More than $104 million in Pennsylvania Turnpike tolls went uncollected last year as the agency fully 
converted to all-electronic tolling, with the millions of motorists who don't use E-ZPass having a nearly 1 
in 2 chance of riding without paying under the “toll-by-plate” license plate camera system. A new report 
shows nearly 11 million out of the total of about 170 million turnpike rides generated no revenue for the 
agency in the year that ended May 31.  It is a particular problem for the debt-strapped Pennsylvania 
Turnpike, where more than half of its total revenue goes to pay borrowing costs and tolls have more than 
quadrupled in 12 years for the minority of motorists who don’t have E-Z Pass to pay for rides.

Religion
 July 15th – Catholic Mass Obligation – Vo aired at 4p
 As many aspects of life are returning to normalcy, each Catholic Bishop in Pennsylvania will reinstate 
the obligation to attend Mass in person on Sundays and Holy Days beginning on Sunday, August 15, 
2021, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Bishops previously jointly 
decided to dispense the faithful from this obligation in March of 2020 in order to provide for the common 



good given concerns over the developing pandemic. Now, with the impact of the pandemic considerably 
reduced, it is again possible for the faithful to assemble for the Eucharist. It is time to lift the dispensation 
from the obligation.

August 17th – Seminarians Move in – Vo aired at 11a/4p
The College and Theology seminarians of Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary return to campus to mark 
the start of the academic year. In total, 149 seminarians are expected to enroll at Saint Charles 
Borromeo Seminary for 2020-2021, which includes 27 new seminarians of which 12 are new seminarians 
studying for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

August 28th – Archbishop Perez Interview – Vosot aired in AM show
Philadelphia Archbishop Nelson Perez reflects on the past year of leading the Catholic Church through a 
pandemic.  Perez says it was difficult to be installed weeks before the pandemic lockdowns began and 
while it was difficult to hold mass virtually, he says the lockdown may have actually brought more people 
to the church. 
 
September 7th – Rosh Hashanah – Vo aired at 4p and 5p
Members of the Jewish community celebrate beginning of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year.  The 
holiday is marked by the blowing of the shofar and begins the ten days of penitence culminating in Yom 
Kippur. 

September 9th  -  Archbishop Perez School Visit - Vo aired at 4p and 5p
Archbishop Pérez visits Archbishop Wood High School and the new home of Our Lady of Confidence 
High School Special Education Program to celebrate Mass for the school community as they begin the 
new academic year. Prior to Mass, the Archbishop will greet administrators, teachers, and staff as well 
as members of the class of 2022 and 2023.

 

Women’s Issues
July 22nd – Breast Cancer Photo Shoot – Pkg aired at 4p
Women who’ve undergone a mastectomy after a breast cancer diagnosis come together for a photo 
shoot.  The goal of the topless photo shoot was to raise awareness of the disease and to show the world 
they are still beautiful despite having undergone the procedure. 

July 28th – Wharton School Women – Vo aired at 5p                                                                                              
The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania announces that, for the first time in its 140-year 
history, women will comprise more than 50% of the incoming first-year class of MBA students. At nearly 
52%, the percentage of women in the Wharton MBA Class of 2023 represents a 10% increase in female 
students over last year’s first-year students. This landmark achievement is the result of a years-long 
effort to promote Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) throughout Wharton.



August 2nd -WNBA Players Camp – Vo aired at 5p                                                                                                                                          
Two WNBA players from Philadelphia return to their hometown to host a free skills and drills camp for 
girls in the area.  The camp gives the girls a chance to learn from professionals and practice before their 
upcoming school seasons.

August 26th – Drexel Sisterly Love – Vo aired at 4p/5                                                                           
Drexel’s Vision 2020 celebrates Women’s Equality Day with a toast to tenacity.  The toast honors the 
suffragists by marking the day in 1920 that the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution became law, 
guaranteeing that the right to vote cannot by denied based on sex. The event closed with a grape juice 
toast to the tenacity of the suffragists – like suffragist Alice Paul did in 1920 during Prohibition. The event 
hopes to reignite calls for a future of gender equity w/speakers, a musical performance, and more.

September 9th – Vaccines and Pregnant Women – Vo aired in AM shows                                                  
Doctors hope a new study will reassure pregnant women that its safe for them to get the covid vaccine.  
The research shows pregnant women who received the COVID-19 vaccines did not experience an 
increased risk of miscarriage. 

September 9th – Teal Lights for Ovarian Cancer – Vo aired                                                                                      
Major landmarks around Philadelphia will turn teal throughout the month of September in honor of 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.  Ovarian Cancer is the fifth leading cause of death among women in 
the United States and is the deadliest of the gynecologic cancers. It is estimated that in 2021, 
approximately 21,750 women will be diagnosed with ovarian cancer and about 13,940 will die from the 
disease.


