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WDGL airs an hour-long public affairs program every week.  The Program, “Community 
Concerns,” airs Sunday Mornings from 6:00 to 7:00 AM.

Here is a summary of the issues and the experts: 

April 4, 2021

The Issue: Broadband in Louisiana

Guest: Veneeth Iyengar

Veneeth Iyengar joined Brian Haldane to talk about the need for broadband access throughout 
the entire state of Louisiana.  He explains what broadband actually is and the importance of 
supplying residents with high speed internet access.  

The Issue: Colorectal Cancer

Guest: Dr. Kelly Finan

Dr. Kelly Finan with Our Lady of the Lake joined the show to discuss Colorectal cancer.  She 
starts off by explaining the difference between colon and rectal cancer and breaks down some of 
the causes.  She also breaks down possible treatments and cancer screenings.

The Issue: Railroad Accidents

Guest: Joshua Fletcher

Special Agent Joshua Fletcher with the CN Railroad Police and he joined the show to talk about 
railroad accidents.  Joshua breaks down the number of railroad crossing collisions and how these 
accidents can be prevented.  Officer Fletcher discusses the survival rate of train crashes for 
drivers and what upgrades are being made to railroad crossings.

The Issue: Hurricane damage at Universities

Guest: Jim Henderson

Jim Henderson, the head of the UL System joined Brian to talk about some of the campuses in 
the system that were impacted by the active Hurricane season and what the recovery process has 
looked like.



April 11, 2021

The Issue: Michael Henderson

Guest:  2021 Louisiana Survey

Michael Henderson with LSU joined Brian Haldane to talk about the 2021 Louisiana survey.  He 
explains what the most important things are to Louisiana residents from taxes to healthcare.  Of 
course, the survey also focused on people’s concern over the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The Issue: Coronavirus Vaccine

Guest: Dr. Theran McCormick

Dr. Theran McCormick with Our Lady of the Lake was on the show to talk about the Covid-19 
vaccine and what is being called vaccine hesitancy.  He breaks down what some of the main 
concerns people have about the vaccine and explains why so much hesitancy is occurring.

The Issue: Child Abuse

Guest: Toni Bankston

Toni Bankston with the Child Advocacy Center joined the show to talk about the different was 
the Child Advocacy Center helps children.  She breaks down child abuse and how big of a 
problem abuse is.  She explains different forms of advocacy and how they work with children to 
help them overcome issues.

The Issue: Louisiana Education

Guest: Cade Brumley

State Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley joined host Brian Haldane to discuss the latest when it 
comes to education in Louisiana.  Then, he talks about some of the bills up for discussion in the 
legislative session which could potentially impact the state’s education system.

April 18, 2021

The Issue: LSU Title IX 

Guest: Jane Cassidy

Jane Cassidy with the Title IX office was on the show to talk about the ongoing Title IX 
investigation at LSU after the school has been accused of mishandling sexual misconduct 
allegations.  Jane breaks down the investigative process and what the school is doing to improve 
the Title IX office.



The Issue: Healthcare Decisions

Guest: Dr. Mary Raven

 Dr. Mary Raven was on the show for Healthcare Decisions month.  She explains the importance 
of determining who your power of attorney is in terms of medical decisions.  She breaks down 
how this is different than a will, this is more of deciding who makes decisions for you if you 
don’t have the ability to do so yourself.

The Issue: crime prevention

Guest: Don Coppola

Sergeant Don Coppola with BRPD joined the show to talk about the Crimestoppers podcast.  He 
discusses what you can learn from the podcast and when it will officially launch.  Finally, Don 
provides information on wanted fugitives in the Baton Rouge area.

The Issue: Louisiana Film Industry

Guest: Trey Burvant

Trey Burvant with the Louisiana Film Industry joined Brian to talk about the film industry in 
Louisiana.  He discusses how movies are still being made in the state during the pandemic due to 
their precautions that are being taken.  Finally, he breaks down the industry and what 
improvements he wants to see occur.

April 25, 2021

The Issue: Esophagial Cancer

Guest: Our Lady of the Lake

A pair of doctors from Our Lady of the Lake were on the show to talk about esophagial cancer.  
They talk about the rarity yet high death rate of this type of cancer.  They break down some of 
the warning signs and symptoms of this type of cancer and how it is treated.

The Issue: traffic signals

Guest: Fred Raiford

Fred Raiford with the Mayor’s office joined the show to talk about a new flashing yellow light 
that will be used for future road projects in Baton Rouge.  Fred explains what this light is used 
for and how it can improve traffic in Baton Rouge.



The Issue: Kim Mulkey

Guest: Patrick Wright

The voice of the LSU Lady Tigers Patrick Wright joined Brian Haldane to talk about the hiring 
of new LSU women’s basketball coach Kim Mulkey.  Patrick explains the magnitude of this hire 
and what this could mean for the women’s basketball program.  He also gives his take on what 
kind of success Mulkey will have in Baton Rouge.

The Issue: Crime prevention

Guest: Don Coppola 

Sergeant Don Coppola was on the show to talk about the Crimestoppers podcast.  He breaks 
down some of the news episodes and what kind of feedback the podcast has received.  Then, 
Don talks about crime in Baton Rouge.

May 9, 2021

The Issue: Asthma

Guest: Dr. Katherine Nupert

Dr. Katherine Nupert with Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about asthma.  She 
explains the causes of asthma and the different types and the severity of each.  Finally, Dr. 
Nupert breaks down possible treatments of asthma and how well it can be treated.

 The Issue: Covid-19 vaccines

Guest: Dr. Rachel Kermis 

Dr. Rachel Kermis joined the show to talk about the Covid-19 and vaccine hesistancy.  She 
explains why people are hesistant to get the vaccine and what doctors have learned from the 
vaccine from its release until now.She also explains why you should get the vaccine.

The Issue: Youth Workforce Program

Guest: Dr. Mayor Sharon Weston Broome

Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome joined the show to talk about the Youth Workforce 
Program.  This program allows kids to work at a business in Baton Rouge and learn valuable 
lessons about being and adult and the importance of gainful employment.   



May, 16 2021

The Issue:   Oil and gas industry

Guest: John Bel Edwards

Governor John Bel Edwards was on the show to talk about a hearing on Capitol Hill that he 
spoke at to discuss the oil and gas industry in Louisiana and the moratorium in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Governor Edwards breaks down what the response was as he stressed the importance of 
the Oil and Gas industry in Louisiana and what this means for the future.

The Issue: William Tate as LSU President

Guest: Robert Dampf

LSU Board of Supervisors Chairman Robert Dampf joined Brian Haldane to talk about LSU 
naming William Tate as the next University president.  Robert explains the search and hiring 
process that the school went through and why they ultimately decided on Dr. Tate.

 The Issue: structural heart disease

Guest: Dr. Jorge Castellanos

Dr. Jorge Castellanos with Our Lady of the Lake joined the show to explain what exactly 
structural heart disease is and what complications occur with it.  He explains possible treatments 
of this disease and surgical procedures that can happen.

The Issue: Addiction and Mental Health

Guest: Bridge Center

The folks from The Bridge Center were on the show to talk about helping people with addiction 
and mental health issues.  They explain the importance of getting these people help and what 
kind of programs are available to treat these issues. 

May 23, 2021

The Issue: Schooling during the pandemic

Guest:  Cade Brumley

State Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley joined Brian Haldane to talk about how schooling is 
being handled during the pandemic.  He breaks down the process of moving back to more in-
person learning after everything was virtual during the height of the pandemic.  



The Issue:  Primary Care Physicians

Guest: Dr. Kyle Champagne

Dr. Kyle Champagne with Our Lady of the Lake joined the show to talk about the role of 
primary care physicians and why it is so important in terms of diagnosing diseasing and finding 
preventative medicine. 

The Issue: Flooding

Guest: Chris White

Civil Engineer Chris White joined the show to talk about flooding in Baton Rouge.  He also 
explains what people should do if they find themselves as flooding victims and how difficult 
overcoming floods can be for communities.

May 30, 2021

The Issue:  Movie industry

Guest: Donnie Miller and Katie Pryor 

Donnie and Katie were on the show to talk about a movie that they are releasing as part of the 
Disney group.  Also, they discuss the difficulty of making movies during the pandemic and what 
kind of impact it had on the film industry in Louisiana.

The Issue:  Events in Baton Rouge

Guest: Paul Arrigo

Paul Arrigo with Visit Baton Rouge was on the show to talk about how the Covid-19 pandemic 
negatively impacted to tourism and business industry in Louisiana.  Then, he breaks down some 
of the upcoming events in the area and what precautions will be taken.

The Issue: Stroke Awareness

Guest: Dr. Gary Walker

Dr. Gary Walker joined the show to explain what a stroke is and the different types of strokes 
that can happen.  He discusses different prevention measures and what people can do to reduce 
their risk of stroke.  Finally, Dr. Walker breaks down possible risk factors of a stroke.

 The Issue: Lung Cancer Detection

Guest: Dr. Emily Cassidy

Dr. Emily Cassidy with the Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center was on the show to talk about the 
EON program and how this program enhances cancer screening which helps with early 
detection.  She explains the importance of this program and how it can reduce the severity of 
your cancer to hopefully prevent death.



June 6, 2021

The Issue: Recapping the school year

Guest: Dr. Cade Brumley

State Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley joined Brian Haldane to recap his first year in his 
position.  He talks about the difficulties of fighting through the pandemic and how schools are 
transitioning to more in-person schooling as opposed to virtual learning.  He also talks about 
summer school.

The Issue:  Flood recovery

Guest:  Garret Graves

Congressman Garret Graves joined the show to talk about recovery efforts in D.C. to help those 
who have been impacted by flooding recover properly.  Then, he talks flood prevention and what 
can be done to prevent further flooding.

The issue:   I-Care Program

Guest:  Carolyn Coleman

Councilwoman Carolyn Coleman was on the show to talk about the I-Care program in the Baton 
Rouge school system.  She discusses all the great work this program does for students and the 
importance of the program.

June 13, 2021

The Issue:  Baton Rouge murder rate

Guest: Murphy Paul

 Baton Rouge Police Chief Murphy Paul talks about the high murder rate in Baton Rouge and 
why it’s still on the rise.  Paul breaks down some of the contributing factors to the violent crime 
and what his department plans to do in order to lower the murder rate.

The Issue: National Police Wives

Guest: Rendi Richard and Kyle Callahan

Rendi and Kyle joined Brian Haldane to talk about the Police wives Leadership Summit that will 
take place right here in Baton Rouge.  This is a nationwide event and they break down what 
happens at the meeting and how this benefits both law enforcement officers and the community.



The Issue: Crime Stoppers

Guest: Don Coppola

Sergeant Don Coppola with BRPD was on the show to talk about crime prevention.  He provides 
information on some wanted fugitives in the area and how Crimestoppers is  vital to catching 
criminals and preventing crime.

The Issue: Drainage

Guest: Fred Raiford

 Fred Raiford joined Brian to talk about flooding in Baton Rouge.  He explains why flooding has 
become such a problem in the area and projects the city is working on in order to alleviate a lot 
of the flooding in some of the major problem areas within the city.

June 20, 2021

The Issue: Homeowners Insurance

Guest: Jim Donelon

Insurance Commissioner Jim Donelon was on the show to talk about updates with homeowners 
insurance and flood insurance in particular.  Homeowners insurance is especially important this 
time of year due to hurricane season.  Donelon talks about the best insurance options for 
Louisiana residents.

The Issue: Education

Guest: Chris Meyer

Chris Meyer with New Schools Baton Rouge joined the show to provide and update on schools 
in Baton Rouge.  He talks about what schooling will look like in the fall after virtual learning.  
He then previews the four new schools that will open in Baton Rouge and the rise in popularity 
of charter schools.

The Issue: Crime Prevention within schools

Guest: I-Care

The folks from I-Care joined Brian Haldane to talk about some of the great work that the I-Care 
program is doing within the school system.  They talk about how they help prevent crime by 
helping students at a young age and making a positive impact on them while in school.



The Issue: The Scott Rogers Story

Guest: Michelle Southern

Michelle Southern was on the show to talk about her Only In Louisiana podcast.  She talks about 
her latest episode that surrounds sex crimes that shocked the Baton Rouge area involving Scott 
Rogers.  Michelle talks about why she decided to do an episode on this and why it’s important 
for people to hear this story.

June 27, 2021

The Issue: Migraines

Guest: Greg Gelpi

Dr. Greg Gelpi was on the show to talk about migraines.  He explains the difference between 
migraines and other types of headaches.  He breaks down the potential causes and triggers of 
migraines and whether or not there are treatment options.  Also, Dr. Gelpi explains the age range 
for migraines.

The Issue: Kids Count Survey

Guest: Lisa Hamilton

Lisa Hamilton joined Brian Haldane to talk about the 2021 Kids Count Survey that focuses on 
childrens well being.  This year’s surrounds the Covid-19 pandemic and what impact it had on 
our children while going through virtual schooling, not having normal recreational activities and 
having to stay at home.

The Issue: New Amazon Center

Guest: Adam Knapp and Jessica Breaux

Adam and Jessica joined the show to talk about the new Amazon facility that will be located 
where Cortana Mall was.  They discuss why this is a great location for the new facility and what 
this means for Baton Rouge in terms of jobs and economic growth.

The Issue: Covid symptoms

Guest: Dr. Henry Barham

Dr. Henry Barham was on the show to talk about a recent taste test study he conducted that 
determines the severity of certain people’s Coronavirus symptoms.   This test can be taken at 
your house and shows what type of defense you have against the virus.


