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WDGL airs an hour-long public affairs program every week.  The Program, “Community 
Concerns,” airs Sunday Mornings from 6:00 to 7:00 AM.

Here is a summary of the issues and the experts: 

January 10, 2021

The Issue: Covid-19

Guest: Dr. Joseph Kanter

Dr. Joseph Kanter joined Governor John Bel Edwards during his weekly press conference to 
update the residents of Louisiana on the latest regarding the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Issue: Covid-19 Vaccine

Guest: Dr. Jay Brooks with Ochsner

Dr. Jay Brooks spoke with Brian Haldane about receiving his Covid-19 vaccination.  Dr. Brooks 
talks about what the shot was like and discusses any side effects he experienced from the 
vaccine.

The Issue: Underage drinking

Guest: BRPD and I-Care

BRPD and representatives from I-Care joined Brian Haldane to talk about underage drinking and 
how we can limit their alcohol consumption.

The Issue: Storming of the U.S. Capitol

Guest: Senator Bill Cassidy

Sen. Bill Cassidy was inside the U.S. capitol during the breach and he recapped the events.  He 
talks about how this could have happened and his feelings during the event.



January 31, 2021

The Issue: Girl Scout Cookies

Guest: Tanya Lance

Tanya Lance joined Brian to talk about girl scout cookie season and what new items are in store 
for customers and of course she discusses the classics.  She also explains when the sale starts and 
where you can find them.

The Issue: Robotic Surgery

Guest: Dr. John Lyons

Dr. John Lyons with the Surgeons Group of Baton Rouge and Our Lady of the Lake talks about 
robotic surgery.  He explains what this surgery consists of, who came up with the concept, and 
how often we could see it used.

The Issue: Mall of Louisiana Boulevard

Guest: Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome

Mayor Sharon Weston Broome joined Brian Haldane to talk about the Move BR program and all 
of the ways she plans on improving roads and bridges in the Baton Rouge area.  She also breaks 
down the paving of the Mall of Louisiana Boulevard.

The Issue: Covid-19

Guest: Governor John Bel Edwards

We had audio from Governor Edwards’ weekly Covid-19 press conference where he gives and 
update on the latest numbers and what precautions Louisiana residents can take in order to slow 
the spread of the virus.

The Issue: Retirement

Guest: Pat Shingleton

WBRZ Meteorologist Pat Shingleton talks about his decision to retire after many years serving 
the Baton Rouge community.  He talks about what went into the decision to hang it up and how 
he plans to continue serving the community in other ways.

February 7, 2021

The Issue: In-person schooling

Guest: Louisiana Superintendent of Education Dr. Cade Brumley

Dr. Cade Brumley was on the show to talk about how many students have began transitioning 
back to in-person learning after being virtual for quite some time.  He explains what precautions 
are being taken for these students and how they will continue to provide virtual learning.



The Issue: Jobs in Baton Rouge

Guests: Veneeth Iyengar

Veneeth Iyengar with the Mayor’s office joined Brian Haldane to talk about the job outlook for 
the Baton Rouge area.  He talks about where the numbers could be and how it compares to pre-
pandemic levels.  He also explains where the biggest growth is coming from and what areas are 
still struggling.

The Issue: Open-data policy

Guest: Eric Romero

Eric Romero discusses the Mayor’s open data policy and how it will allow citizens of Baton 
Rouge to see what parish officials are up to during council meetings.  He talks about the purpose 
behind this policy and how it allows for more transparency.

The Issue: Streets of Baton Rouge

Guest: Fred Raiford

Fred Raiford joined Brian to talk about the many projects that are underway due to the Move BR 
project.  Fred explains where these projects will take place and what the major problem areas are 
in terms of bad roads. He also talks funding for the projects and why these road projects are 
important.

February 14, 2021

The Issue: Winter storm update

Guest: Dr. Josh Eachus

WBRZ meteorologist Dr. Josh Eachus joined Brian Haldane to provide an update on the freeze 
in Baton Rouge and what Baton Rouge residents can expect.  He also explains what folks can do 
to prepare for potential ice.

The Issue: Heart Disease

Guest: Dr. Paul Garrett

Cardiologist Dr. Paul Garrett was on the show to talk about heart disease.  Dr. Garrett breaks 
down some of the causes of heart disease and what warning signs you can be aware of.  He also 
provides information on some prevention measures people can take in order to lower their risk of 
heart disease.



The Issue: The Homicide Rate

Guest: Chief Murphy Paul

BRPD Chief Murphy Paul joined Brian to discuss the high number of homicides in Baton Rouge.  
Chief Paul breaks down the numbers and looks at where we stand now compared to previous 
years.  He also talks about what his department is working on to fix the problem.

The Issue: Teen Dating Violence

Guest: I-Care

The folks from I-Care joined Brian for a crimestoppers segment to talk about teen dating 
violence prevention.  They dive into how they can educate teenagers on the do’s and don’ts of 
dating.  Then, they talk about what to do if you become a victim of dating violence.

February 21, 2021

The Issue: Cold Weather

Guest: Kurt Monty

Kurt Monty with the Baton Rouge Fire Department was on the show to talk about the weather.  
Monty discusses that how with power outages, people can keep themselves warm and heat their 
homes but do it in a safe and responsible manner.

The Issue: aftermath of winter storm

Guest: Fred Raiford

Fred Raiford with the mayor’s office was on the show to talk about what the aftermath of the 
winter freeze looks like for the Baton Rouge area.  He talks about everything from road closures 
to power outages and what kind of damage the capitol city sustained.  

The Issue: Power Outages

Guest: Dr. Craig Green

Dr. Craig Green with the Public Service Commission joined the show to explain what the PFC’s 
role is in helping with power outages and getting households turned back on.  Dr. Green explains 
the process of restoring power to homes and how they decide which area to help first.

The Issue: Crime Prevention

Guest: Hillar Moore and TRUSE

District Attorney Hillar Moore and TRUSE were in studio to talk about building trust between 
law enforcement officers and the community and networking in the community and how it could 
potentially prevent some crimes.  Hillar talks about what TRUSE is working on the help with 
crime prevention.



The Issue: Heart Health in Baton Rouge

Guest: Dr. Paul Garrett

Dr. Paul Garrett with Our Lady of the Lake was on the show to talk about overall heart health.  
He talks about certain exercises and daily activities that folks in the Baton Rouge area can 
practice in order to lower their risk of heart issues.  

February 28, 2021

The Issue: TRUSE Program

Guest: Hillar Moore

District Attorney Hillar Moore joined Brian Haldane to discuss the TRUSE program and break 
down some of the things the program has in store.  He explains what events TRUSE is involved 
in and what kind of impact the group is having on the community.

The Issue: Mars Rover Project

Guest: Keith Comeaux

Keith Comeaux with NASA was on the show to talk about the Mars Rover 2020 project and the 
successful landing that occurred.  Comeaux breaks down what went into the project and what it 
felt like to have the rover land on mars.  He also explains what the purpose of this mission was 
and what’s next for NASA.

The Issue: Heart Disease and Covid-19

Guest: Dr. Stephen Gremillion

Cardiologist Dr. Stephen Gremillion joined Brian Haldane for heart month to break down the 
different types of heart disease.  He also dives into Covid-19 and breaks down whether or not 
heart disease can be a comorbidity for Coronavirus.

The Issue: Mary Bird Perkins Center 50th Anniversary

Guest: Jodie Connickan 

VP of communications for the Our Lady of the Lake Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center was on 
the show to talk about the 50th anniversary of the center.  She talks about the significance of this 
milestone and how the center was able to operate for such a long period of time.  Finally, Jodie 
breaks down how much good this center has down and the advancements its made over time.



March, 7 2021

The Issue: Louisiana in phase 3

Guest: Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser

Billy Nungesser joined Brian Haldane to talk about the announcement of the state moving into 
phase three of re-opening.  Nungesser talks about what this means for the state financially and 
what businesses and events can open up during this phase.

The Issue: Education

Guest: Cade Brumley

State Superintendent of Education Cade Brumley was on the show to talk about the latest in 
education for the state of Louisiana.  Brumley talks about virtual learning during the pandemic 
and how more students have began moving back to face-to-face instruction.  Finally, he 
discusses funding ACT and SAT tests.

The Issue: Opioid Epidemic

Guest: attorney General’s office

Monica Taylor with the Attorney General’s office spoke with Brian Haldane about the opioid 
problem in Louisiana.  Monica discusses what drugs have been most prevalent and what can be 
done about the issue.  She talks potential solutions and why opioids are such a problem.

The Issue: Covid Vaccines

Guest: Dr. Catherine Nupert

Dr. Catherine Nupert with Our Lady of the Lake was on the show to talk about the Covid-19 
vaccines.  She explains what vaccines do and how the Covid-19 vaccine in particular works.  She 
discusses the different forms of the Covid vaccine and what your reaction to each could be.

March 14, 2021

The Issue: Covid-19 Update

Guest: Governor John Bel Edwards and Dr. Joseph Kanter

On this episode we played back the audio of Governor John Bel Edwards’ Covid-19 press 
conference where he and Dr. Joseph Kanter talk about the latest Covid numbers, what 
restrictions are still in place, where to get vaccinated, and who’s eligible for relief funding.



March 21, 2021

The Issue: Pediatric Obesity

Guest: Dr. Ashley Lucas

Dr. Ashley Lucas with Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian Haldane to talk about pediatric 
obesity.  She explains what risk factors goes into childhood obesity and what puts children at risk 
straight out of the woom.  Then, she talks about what healthy practices can help prevent obesity.

The Issue: Covid protocols in the SEC

Guest: Dr. Katherine O’Neal

Dr. Katherine O’Neal joined the show to talk about how she has worked directly with the 
Southeastern Conference to help put certain protocols in place and how they are working 
together to continue playing while also trying to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

The Issue: Rebuilding the coastline

Guest: Chip Kline

Chip Kline with CPRA joined Brian to talk about a new coastal restoration project taking place 
in Louisiana that will help rebuild the state’s coastline.  Chip explains how this project will work 
and breaks down the number of jobs it can bring to the state.

The Issue: Crimestoppers

Guest: Don Coppola

Sergeant Don Coppola was on the show to talk about crime prevention in the Baton Rouge area.  
He talks about some fugitives that have been caught thanks to the Crimestoppers anonymous 
tips.  Also, he provides information on some fugitives that are still on the loose.

March 28, 2021

The Issue: Covid-19 Update

Guest: Governor John Bel Edwards and Dr. Joseph Kanter

We start off the show by playing back some of the Governor and Dr. Kanter’s comments as they 
provide us with the latest on the Covid-19 pandemic.  They give of the latest number of new 
cases and what this means for certain restrictions and protocols.  They also talk vaccinations.

The Issue: Covid Recovery

Guest: Brittany Roussel

Nurse Practitioner Brittany Roussel with Our Lady of the Lake joined the show to talk Covid-19.  
Brittany talks about the symptoms of Coronavirus patients and the most common side effects 
seen so far.  Then, she talks Covid-19 recovery and how long the process will take and what 
patients can expect during the recovery process.



The Issue: Crime Prevention

Guest: Lamont Cole

Lamont Cole joined Brian to talk about his work with I-Care and the different ways they are 
educating children and why it is so vital to help these children at a young age in order to prevent 
them from committing crimes later in life.  Cole explains how his background as an educator and 
his current role as Mayor Pro Temp allows his to help in multiple ways.


