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 Issue: Health 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 
 Aired Monday-Friday at 7:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, 4:30pm and 5:30pm 
 01/11/22 - Scientists are seeing signals that COVID-19's alarming omicron wave may have 
 peaked in Britain and is about to do the same in the U.S., at which point cases may start 
 dropping off dramatically. The reason: The variant has proved so wildly contagious that it may 
 already be running out of people to infect, just a month and a half after it was first detected in 
 South Africa.  Ali Mokdad, a professor of health metrics sciences at the University of 
 Washington in Seattle, says omicron is "going to come down as fast as it went up." 

 01/14/22 -  The White House says the federal website  where Americans can request free 
 COVID-19 tests will begin accepting orders on Wednesday. The announcement on 
 Friday comes as the administration looks to address nationwide shortages, but supplies 
 will be limited to just four free tests per home. Americans shouldn't expect a rapid 
 turn-around on the orders and Americans will have to plan ahead and request the tests 
 well before they meet federal guidelines for when to use a test. The White House said 
 "tests will typically ship within 7-12 days of ordering" through the United States Postal 
 Service, which reports shipping times of 1-3 days for its first class package service in 
 the continental United States. 

 01/19/22 - A new study that compares coronavirus protection from prior infection and 
 vaccination concludes getting the shots is still the safest way to prevent COVID-19. The study 
 examined infections in New York and California last summer and fall. They found people who 
 were both vaccinated and had survived a prior bout of COVID-19 had the most protection. But 
 unvaccinated people with a prior infection were a very close second. By fall, when the more 
 contagious delta variant had taken over but boosters weren't yet widespread, those people had 
 a lower case rate than vaccinated people who had no past infection. The Centers for Disease 
 Control and Prevention released the study Wednesday. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 01/10/22 - Monday on the NewsHour, some medical experts warn the CDC's latest guidance on 
 COVID-19 is creating confusion, as infections, hospitalizations and deaths increase across the 
 country. Then, diplomats from the U.S. and Russia meet amid stark disagreements over 
 Ukraine, and deepening polarization prompts efforts to bridge the gap in U.S. politics by tapping 
 into people's shared experiences. 



 01/20/22 - Thursday on the NewsHour, we look at what's gone well, and what hasn't over the 
 past 365 days of the Biden administration. Then, disagreements between NATO allies prompt 
 widespread uncertainty as the threat of a renewed Russian invasion looms over Ukraine. And, 
 jury selection begins in the federal case against three former Minneapolis police officers 
 charged in the murder of George Floyd. 

 01/28/22 - Friday on the NewsHour, Russia says it won't start a war in Ukraine but warns 
 Western powers against ignoring its interests. Then, Texas' restrictive new voting law sparks 
 confusion, forcing election officials to reject hundreds of applications for mail-in ballots. And, 
 David Brooks and Jonathan Capehart consider the legacy of Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
 Breyer and what his retirement may mean. 

 Issue: The Environment 
 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 01/01/22 - Four of the five planets that are easily visible to the unaided eye line up in the 
 southwest as night falls the next few evenings. But one of them won’t stick around for long. A 
 couple of weeks from now, it will have pulled into view in the morning sky. That one is Venus, 
 which has reigned as the “evening star” for months. It’s quite low as the Sun sets, so you need a 
 clear horizon to spot it — any trees or buildings will block it out. But it’s quite bright, so it’s not 
 hard to find. 

 01/15/22 - If you squished the planets of our solar system much closer to the Sun, you’d have 
 something similar to the system known as Kepler 90. The smaller planets are closer to the star, 
 while the giant planets are farther out. The star is bigger, brighter, and heavier than the Sun, and 
 about half the Sun’s age. Most important, it’s the only star system besides ours with eight known 
 planets. The planets that are close to the star are a little bigger than Earth, the ones in the 
 middle are bigger still, and the two at the outer edge of the system are giants. 

 01/30/22 - f you want a good test of both your eyes and your night sky, look high in the west this 
 evening. If your eyes are sharp and your sky is clear and dark, you might just make out M33, 
 the Triangulum Galaxy. It’s three million light-years away — perhaps the most-distant object 
 visible to the unaided eye. M33 is the third-largest member of the Local Group — the cluster of 
 galaxies that includes the Milky Way. The Andromeda Galaxy is the largest member, with the 
 Milky Way second. 

 Issue: War 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 
 Aired Monday-Friday at 7:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, 4:30pm and 5:30pm 



 02/01/22 - Russia accused the West of "whipping up tensions" over Ukraine and said the U.S. 
 had brought "pure Nazis" to power in Kyiv as the U.N. Security Council held a stormy debate 
 Monday on Moscow's troop buildup near its southern neighbor. U.S. Ambassador Linda 
 Thomas-Greenfield shot back that Russia's growing military force of more than 100,000 troops 
 along Ukraine's borders was "the largest mobilization" in Europe in decades. Hours later, the 
 Russian government sent a written reply to a U.S. proposal aimed at deescalating the crisis. A 
 State Department official declined to offer details of the response. 

 02/11/22 - The Biden administration is escalating its warnings about a possible Russian invasion 
 of Ukraine, saying it could take place within days. The White House said it doesn't know if 
 Russian President Vladimir Putin has made a decision to invade. But, it said Putin has 
 assembled all the elements to do so quickly and told Americans in Ukraine to leave within the 
 next 48 hours. The stark warning accelerated the projected timeframe for a potential invasion. 
 Many analysts believed Putin was unlikely to act until after the Winter Olympics in China end on 
 Feb. 20. The heightened U.S. rhetoric followed new intelligence that showed another increase in 
 Russian troops near the Ukrainian border and the start of a major Russian military exercise in 
 neighboring Belarus. 

 02/21/22 - Russian President Vladimir Putin has recognized the independence of 
 Moscow-backed rebel regions in eastern Ukraine, a move that will further fuel tensions with the 
 West amid fears of Russian invasion. Putin's move Monday follows days of heightened tensions 
 in Ukraine's eastern industrial heartland, where Ukrainian forces are locked in a nearly 
 eight-year conflict with Russia-backed separatists that has left more than 14,000 people dead. 
 Putin's recognition of the rebel-held territories' independence effectively shatters a 2015 peace 
 deal for eastern Ukraine. Putin said Moscow would now sign friendship treaties with the rebel 
 territories, a move that could pave the way for Russia to openly support them with troops and 
 weapons. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 02/10/22 - Thursday on the NewsHour, Russia initiates massive military drills along Ukraine's 
 border, stoking fears of an invasion. Then, a congressional committee launches an investigation 
 into documents recovered from Mar-a-Lago and whether former President Trump attempted to 
 destroy records. Also, the loss of seagrass and environmental collapse leads to an 
 unprecedented number of manatees dying. 

 02/14/22 - Monday on the NewsHour, the U.S. moves its embassy operations out of Kiev as 
 Russia's aggression toward Ukraine destabilizes the region before an expected invasion. Then, 
 the Olympic Committee allows a Russian figure skater to compete despite testing positive 
 earlier for a banned substance. Also, we examine the career of one of the judge's on President 
 Biden's short list for the Supreme Court. 



 02/28/22 - Monday on the NewsHour, Ukraine fiercely resists advancing Russian forces as the 
 two countries engage in diplomatic relations and the West levies tough sanctions. Also, the UN 
 releases a dire climate report highlighting faster environmental degradation than had been 
 anticipated, and Tamara Keith and Amy Walter on the war in Ukraine and its impact on 
 President Biden's State of the Union address. 

 Issue: The Environment 
 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 02/01/22 - The first three months of the year feel a little like a sandwich — thick slabs of January 
 and March, with a thin layer of February in the middle. But it took a while to get that recipe to its 
 current form — mainly because calendar makers kept changing how “thin” February should be. 
 The modern calendar has its roots in ancient Rome. Its original calendar had only 10 months, 
 beginning with March and ending with December. At the end of the year, days were added to 
 keep in line with the seasons. 

 02/14/22 - A big visitor from the fringes of the solar system is headed for its closest-ever 
 encounter with the Sun. It won’t reach that point for another nine years. And even then, it’ll be a 
 long way out. But it should be bright enough to allow astronomers to learn a lot about it. Comet 
 Bernardinelli-Bernstein was discovered in 2014. When astronomers first saw it, the comet was 
 as far from the Sun as Neptune, the most-remote major planet. For it to be visible from that 
 range, it must be unusually bright — which means unusually big. Astronomers aren’t quite sure 
 how big, but it’s at least several dozen miles wide — compared to only a few miles for most 
 comets. 

 02/28/22 - You can look at something from afar all you want, but there’s nothing like being there. 
 For the scientists who study the Sun, that means plunging into its hot outer atmosphere. And 
 they’ve done that several times in the last year with Parker Solar Probe — a spacecraft that’s 
 flown close to the Sun’s visible surface. Nicola Fox, the leader of NASA’s program to study the 
 Sun, announced the achievement late last year: Humanity has touched the Sun. Parker Solar 
 Probe has allowed us to dive beneath the surface to experience, for the first time, the 
 atmosphere of a star. 

 Issue: National News 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 
 Aired Monday-Friday at 7:30am, 8:30am, 12:30pm, 4:30pm and 5:30pm 
 03/01/22 - A key government witness has testified that a Texas militia member charged with 
 storming the U.S. Capitol was armed with a holstered handgun that day. Rockie Hardy testified 
 on Friday that the defendant, Guy Wesley Reffitt, advocated for physically removing and 
 replacing members of Congress as they chatted during their car trip to Washington before the 
 riot on Jan. 6, 2021. Reffitt is the first Capitol riot defendant to go on trial. He is charged with 



 bringing a gun onto Capitol grounds and interfering with police officers. Hardie said he met 
 Reffitt through their membership in the "Texas Three Percenters" militia group. 

 03/17/22 - Crews were fighting a large fire Wednesday at a Walmart warehouse distribution 
 center near Indianapolis that produced a smoke plume visible for miles around. A caller alerted 
 Hendricks County authorities just before noon about the fire at the Walmart Distribution Center 
 in Plainfield, west of Indianapolis. Plainfield firefighters arrived three minutes later to find the 
 building fully engulfed in flames. Footage from television stations showed a towering plume of 
 smoke rising from the burning building. Plainfield Fire Chief Brent Anderson says one firefighter 
 suffered a minor injury. Deputy Plainfield Police Chief Joe Aldridge says Walmart believes all 
 1,000 employees at the distribution center are accounted for. 

 03/28/22 - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed a bill that forbids instruction on sexual 
 orientation and gender identity in kindergarten through third grade. The Republican governor 
 signed the measure into law on Monday following a news conference at a charter school. 
 DeSantis and others speaking in favor of the bill stood at a podium affixed with a placard 
 reading Protect Children/Support Parents. Critics argue it marginalizes LGBTQ people and have 
 labeled it the "Don't Say Gay" bill. It also has drawn intense scrutiny from LGBTQ advocates, 
 students, national Democratic politicians, the White House and the entertainment industry. 
 DeSantis and Republicans have repeatedly said the measure is reasonable. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 03/10/22 - Thursday on the NewsHour, Russian forces continue bombarding Ukrainian cities, 
 slowly advancing into new territory, as humanitarian aid struggles to reach civilians most in 
 need. Then, Vladimir Putin tightens his grip on Russian news media to further spread 
 propaganda about the war in Ukraine. Also, a new report reveals that minority groups were 
 significantly undercounted in the 2020 census. 

 03/21/22 - Monday on the NewsHour, Ukrainian forces reject demands for surrender in Mariupol 
 as civilians continue to suffer the worst of Russian bombardments of cities. Then, as millions of 
 Ukrainians flee their homeland, we speak to Poland's ambassador to the U.S. about the refugee 
 situation and the war. Also, President Biden's Supreme Court nominee faces the scrutiny of the 
 Senate Judiciary Committee. 

 03/31/22 - Thursday on the NewsHour, Russia repositions some troops but increases attacks in 
 the Ukraine's south as civilians resort to desperate attempts to evacuate from the war zone. 
 Then, President Biden announces plans to release 1 million barrels from the nation's Strategic 
 Petroleum Reserve in an effort to lower gas prices. Also, we discuss the latest on the Jan. 6 
 probe with Rep. Zoe Lofgren. 

 Issue: The Environment 



 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 03/03/22 - The solstices and equinoxes have been important calendar markers over the 
 centuries. To track them, many cultures built special observing sites. Perhaps the most 
 impressive was in the desert along the coast of Peru. Known as Chankillo, it was designated as 
 a UNESCO World Heritage site last year. Chankillo was a complex of three sites: a hilltop 
 fortress, a plaza, and a row of blocks known as the Thirteen Towers. The complex was built 
 more than 2300 years ago, and was abandoned a couple of centuries later — perhaps as the 
 result of a war. 

 03/16/22 - The Sun sometimes produces big outbursts of energy and particles. When they hit 
 Earth, they can disrupt our technology. Fortunately, though, the Sun is quiet compared to some 
 other stars. They can produce outbursts that are far stronger than anything we’ve seen from the 
 Sun. The activity on all stars is powered by magnetic fields. The layers of a star rotate at 
 different rates. That creates an electric dynamo, which generates a magnetic field. Over time, 
 the lines of magnetic force get tangled up. Eventually, they snap, then reconnect. That creates 
 explosions of energy and eruptions of particles. 

 03/26/22 - A trio of bright lights in the dawn sky will become a quartet for the next few days. The 
 crescent Moon will join the planets Venus, Mars, and Saturn. It’ll be a short-lived combo, 
 though, as the Moon will vanish quickly in the dawn twilight. Venus is the brightest member of 
 the trio. It’s the brilliant “morning star.” It rises in the east-southeast a little before first light. 
 Much-fainter Saturn will stand just below Venus tomorrow, then farther to the lower right over 
 the following days. And even-fainter Mars is off to their right. 


