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Issue:   Politics   
Program   Name:   Associated   Press   News,   read   by   Notre   Dame   students   and   WSND   
community   announcers   
Aired   Monday-Friday   at   noon   and   5pm   
04/0/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   The   number   of   Americans   applying   for   unemployment   benefits   
rose   by   61,000   last   week   to   719,000,   signaling   that   many   employers   are   still   cutting   jobs   even   
as   more   businesses   reopen,   vaccines   are   increasingly   administered   and   federal   aid   spreads   
through   the   economy.   The   Labor   Department   says   the   number   of   claims   increased   from   
684,000   the   week   before.   Though   the   pace   of   applications   has   dropped   sharply   since   early   this   
year,   they   remain   high   by   historical   standards.   Before   the   pandemic   flattened   the   economy   a   
year   ago,   jobless   claims   typically   ran   below   220,000   a   week.   
  

04/04/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   President   Joe   Biden   says   he   will   withdraw   the   remaining   U.S.   
troops   from   Afghanistan   and   end   America's   longest   war.   He   declared   on   Wednesday   that   the   
Sept.   11   attacks,   which   were   coordinated   from   Afghanistan,   cannot   justify   American   forces   still   
being   there   20   years   after   the   deadliest   terror   assault   on   the   United   States.   NATO's   chief   said   
the   alliance   also   would   withdraw   its   remaining   troops.   Biden   called   the   U.S.   military   presence   
the   nation's   "forever   war."   He   said   at   the   White   House   that   he   is   the   fourth   American   president   
to   preside   over   an   American   troop   presence   in   Afghanistan   and   he   "will   not   pass   this   
responsibility   to   a   fifth."     
  

04/28/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   Vice   President   Kamala   Harris   and   House   Speaker   Nancy   
Pelosi   are   set   to   make   history   as   the   first   two   women   to   share   the   stage   in   Congress   during   a   
presidential   address.   President   Joe   Biden   is   delivering   his   first   prime-time   speech   before   a   joint   
session   of   Congress   on   Wednesday   night.   Millions   of   viewers   will   see   two   women   sitting   behind   
a   president   for   the   first   time   in   U.S.   history.   Pelosi   will   be   there   as   leader   of   the   House.   Harris,   
the   first   woman   and   first   person   of   color   elected   vice   president,   joins   in   her   role   as   president   of   
the   Senate.   

  
Issue:   Nation   
Program   Name:   PBS   Newshour   
Aired   Monday-Friday,   7-8pm   
04/09/21-Amazon   is   the   second   largest   private   employer   in   the   U.S.   with   nearly   800,000   
workers.   But   none   of   its   facilities   are   unionized   and   the   push   to   unionize   from   workers   in   
Alabama   is   over   —   for   now.   Stephanie   Sy   speaks   to   Margaret   O'Mara,   a   professor   at   the   
University   of   Washington,   about   Friday's   victory   for   the   retail   giant.   
  

04/19/21-Monday   on   the   NewsHour,   more   deadly   mass   shootings   across   the   country   this   
weekend,   as   Indianapolis   mourns   and   leaders   call   for   action.   Then,   the   prosecution   and   defense   



wrap   up   their   cases   in   the   murder   trial   of   Derek   Chauvin.   NASA   scientists   celebrate   another   
first.   And,   playing   "Lady   Day"   on   the   big   screen,   revealing   the   troubling   history   of   The   United   
States   vs.   Billie   Holiday.   
  

04/27/21-The   bugs   are   coming   -   billions   of   them.   The   periodical   cicada   emergence   is   just   days   
away   in   many   states.   While   their   emergence   occurs   every   17   years   and   is   no   reason   for   fear,   
experts   worry   climate   change   is   spurring   them   to   mature   faster.   John   Yang   lays   out   what   that   
means,   and   what   you   need   to   know   to   cope   with   the   loud   brood   that's   coming.   
  

Issue:   The   Environment   
Program   Name:   StarDate   
Aired   daily   at   noon   and   5pm   Monday-Friday   on   WSND-FM   
04/02/21-Early   1771   was   a   busy   time   for   Charles   Messier.   The   French   astronomer   was   most   
interested   in   discovering   comets.   To   make   the   process   faster,   he   compiled   a   list   of   objects   that   
resembled   comets:   galaxies,   gas   clouds,   and   star   clusters.   He   could   ignore   the   objects   on   the   
list,   reducing   the   number   of   false   alarms.   
  

04/13/21-A   star   can   be   old   and   new   at   the   same   time.   In   fact,   it   can   even   be   dead   and   new.   The   
dead   star   can   gain   a   bit   of   new   life   from   a   companion.   That   turns   the   star   into   a   nova   —   a   Latin   
word   that   means   “new.”   
The   term   was   first   used   more   than   four   centuries   ago.   At   first,   it   applied   to   stars   that   suddenly   
became   visible   where   no   star   had   been   seen   before.   Such   stars   were   “new”   to   the   night   sky.   
  

04/26/21-The   two   smallest,   faintest   galaxies   yet   seen   are   companions   of   our   home   galaxy,   the   
Milky   Way.   And   both   of   them   are   cosmic   fossils   —   they’ve   changed   very   little   since   they   were   
born   back   when   the   universe   was   young.   
Segue   1   and   2   were   discovered   more   than   a   decade   ago.   They’re   named   for   the   project   that   
found   them.   
Both   galaxies   are   about   half   a   million   times   as   massive   as   the   Sun,   with   Segue   1   slightly   
heavier   than   2.   Yet   each   galaxy   contains   no   more   than   about   a   thousand   stars.   Segue   1,   in   fact,   
shines   only   about   300   times   brighter   than   the   Sun   —   far   fainter   than   some   individual   stars   in   the   
Milky   Way.   That   suggests   that   both   galaxies   consist   mainly   of   dark   matter.   It   doesn’t   produce   
any   energy,   but   its   gravity   pulls   on   the   normal   matter   around   it.   
  

Issue:   Education   
Program   Name:   With   a   Side   of   Knowledge   @withasideofpod   A   podcast   produced   at   Notre   
Dame   featuring   informal   conversations   with   scholars   and   makers   from   the   university   and   
elsewhere.   provost.nd.edu/podcast   
Airs   noon   every   Sunday   
04/04/21-Talking   with   Holden   this   time   is   Suman   Datta,   who   is   Stinson   Professor   of   
Nanotechnology   in   Notre   Dame’s   Department   of   Electrical   Engineering   and   the   director   of  
ASCENT,   a   microelectronics   research   center   funded   by   the   Semiconductor   Research   
Corporation   and   the   Defense   Advanced   Research   Projects   Agency.   Holden   and   Suman   spoke   



as   part   of   a   recent   online   series   at   Notre   Dame   called   The   State   of   Science.   This   is   a   
condensed   version   of   their   conversation,   which   was   recorded   on   March   1   and   focused   on   the   
future   of   scientific   collaboration.   
  

04/18/21-Fred   Higgs   is   John   and   Ann   Doerr   Professor   of   Mechanical   Engineering   at   Rice  
University,   where   he   is   also   vice   provost   for   academic   affairs   and   director   of   the   Rice   Center   for   
Engineering   Leadership.   A   past   winner   of   a   National   Science   Foundation   CAREER   Young   
Investigator   Award   and   a   fellow   of   the   American   Society   of   Mechanical   Engineers,   Fred   is   the   
founder   and   director   of   the   Particle   Flow   and   Tribology   Lab   at   Rice.   
  

04/25/21-Jennifer   Dasal   is   curator   of   modern   and   contemporary   art   at   the   North   Carolina   
Museum   of   Art.   After   graduating   from   the   University   of   California,   Davis,   she   earned   an   M.A.   in   
art   history   from   Notre   Dame   and   worked   as   assistant   to   the   curator   of   Western   art   at   Notre   
Dame’s   Snite   Museum.   So   this   episode   was   something   of   a   homecoming—just   without   the   
actual   coming   back   to   campus.   
  

Issue:   Politics   
Program   Name:   Associated   Press   News,   read   by   Notre   Dame   students   and   WSND   
community   announcers   
Aired   Monday-Friday   at   noon   and   5pm   
05/03/21-ELIZABETH   CITY,   N.C.   (AP)   —   The   funeral   for   Andrew   Brown   Jr.,   a   Black   man   shot   
and   killed   by   deputies   in   North   Carolina,   brought   calls   for   justice   from   the   Rev.   Al   Sharpton   and   
attorneys   for   the   family.   Sharpton   delivered   a   fiery   eulogy   that   likened   delays   in   the   release   of   
law   enforcement   footage   to   a   con   job   done   on   the   public   at   the   service   Monday   in   a   church   in   
Elizabeth   City.   Other   speakers   included   civil   rights   attorney   Ben   Crump   and   the   Rev.   William   
Barber   II,   who   leads   the   Poor   People's   campaign.   The   42-year-old   Brown   was   shot   and   killed   on  
April   21   by   deputies   attempting   to   serve   drug-related   search   and   arrest   warrants.   His   death   
sparked   days   of   protests   in   the   city   in   rural   northeastern   North   Carolina.   
  

05/13/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   The   Centers   for   Disease   Control   and   Prevention   is   easing   
indoor   mask-wearing   guidance   for   fully   vaccinated   people,   allowing   them   to   safely   stop   wearing   
masks   inside   in   most   places.   The   new   guidance   was   announced   Thursday   at   the   White   House.   
It   will   still   call   for   wearing   masks   in   crowded   indoor   settings   like   buses,   planes,   hospitals,   prisons   
and   homeless   shelters,   but   could   ease   restrictions   for   reopening   workplaces   and   schools.   The   
CDC   will   also   no   longer   recommend   that   fully   vaccinated   people   wear   masks   outdoors   in   
crowds.   Dr.   Rochelle   Walensky,   the   director   of   the   CDC,   says,   "We   have   all   longed   for   this   
moment   --   when   we   can   get   back   to   some   sense   of   normalcy."   
  

05/28/21-IOWA   CITY,   Iowa   (AP)   —   A   jury   has   found   a   farm   laborer   guilty   of   murder   in   the   
abduction   and   killing   of   a   University   of   Iowa   student   who   vanished   while   out   for   a   run   in   2018.   
The   jury   on   Friday   found   Cristhian   Bahena   Rivera   guilty   of   first-degree   murder   in   the   stabbing   
death   of   Mollie   Tibbetts,   a   friendly   and   bright   20-year-old   who   was   studying   to   become   a   child   
psychologist.   Bahena   Rivera,   who   came   to   the   U.S.   illegally   from   Mexico   as   a   teenager,   will   be   



sentenced   to   life   in   prison   without   the   possibility   of   parole.   The   verdict   comes   after   a   two-week   
trial   at   the   Scott   County   Courthouse   in   Davenport,   in   a   case   that   inflamed   public   anger   over   
illegal   immigration   and   concerns   about   random   violence   against   women.   

  
Issue:   Nation   
Program   Name:   PBS   Newshour   
Aired   Monday-Friday,   7-8pm   
05/01/21-For   decades,   manufacturers   in   the   U.S.   have   warned   of   a   massive   skills   gap:   There   
just   aren't   enough   new   skilled   workers   to   make   up   for   older   ones   who   are   retiring.   In   this   
installment   of   our   series,   "Roads   to   Recovery,"   NewsHour   Weekend’s   Christopher   Booker   
reports   from   Connecticut   on   how   the   pandemic   has   accelerated   a   push   to   improve   and   expand   
job   training   for   the   state's   large   manufacturing   workforce.   
  

05/21/21-The   White   House   COVID-19   Task   Force   met   as   the   nation’s   vaccine   rollout   continues   
and   the   rate   of   new   infections   declines.   
So   far,   61   percent   of   U.S.   adults   have   received   at   least   one   dose   of   a   COVID-19   vaccine,   and   
new   cases   have   slowed   down.   
But   a   report   out   Friday   from   the   World   Health   Organization   suggests   that   at   least   3   million   
people   have   died   from   the   coronavirus.   The   report   also   said   that   excess   deaths   around   the   
world   “are   likely   a   significant   undercount”   and   are   believed   to   be   two   to   three   times   higher.   
  

05/31/21-With   vaccines   widely   available   and   case   numbers   dropping,   cities   around   the   U.S.   are   
dropping   restrictions   and   focusing   on   “getting   back   to   normal”   for   the   summer.   But   for   many   —   
after   more   than   a   year   in   isolation   —   “normal”   feels   scary.   Experts   say   we   need   to   talk   more   
about   what   transitioning   to   a   more   open   society   will   be   like   —   and   what   our   new   normal   will   be   
like.     
  

Issue:   The   Environment   
Program   Name:   StarDate   
Aired   daily   at   noon   and   5pm   Monday-Friday   on   WSND-FM   
05/04/21-The   early   morning   sky   offers   up   a   couple   of   beautiful   sights   tomorrow.   One   is   a   meteor   
shower,   although   you   need   to   be   far   from   city   lights   to   see   it.   The   other   is   visible   from   any   place   
with   clear   skies:   a   pairing   of   the   Moon   and   the   planet   Jupiter.   
  

05/11/21-We’ve   all   learned   the   value   of   covering   up   or   turning   away   when   we   sneeze   over   the   
last   year   or   so.   Water   droplets   can   carry   viruses,   so   a   sneeze   can   be   a   big   problem.  
Fortunately   for   us,   the   Sun   usually   turns   away   when   it   sneezes   —   but   not   always.   The   sneezes   
that   aim   at   Earth   can   cause   big   problems   —   perhaps   even   catastrophic   ones.   
  

05/26/21-Objects   that   sound   like   exotic   pizza   ingredients   sprinkle   the   realm   beyond   the   planets:   
plutinos,   twotinos,   cubewanos,   and   many   more   —   names   that   describe   their   orbits   around   the   
Sun.   Neptune   is   the   most-distant   major   planet   —   almost   three   billion   miles   from   the   Sun.   But   



astronomers   have   discovered   almost   3,000   objects   beyond   Neptune.   All   of   them   are   big   balls   or   
blocks   of   ice   and   rock.   
  

Issue:   Education   
Program   Name:   With   a   Side   of   Knowledge   @withasideofpod   A   podcast   produced   at   Notre   
Dame   featuring   informal   conversations   with   scholars   and   makers   from   the   university   and   
elsewhere.   provost.nd.edu/podcast   
Airs   noon   every   Sunday   
05/02/21-Kimberly   Chrisman-Campbell   is   an   award-winning   fashion   historian,   curator,   and   
journalist   and   a   2020–21   National   Endowment   for   the   Humanities   Public   Scholar.   Her   work   has   
appeared   in   The   Atlantic,   The   Washington   Post,   Politico,   and   The   Wall   Street   Journal,   and   she   
is   the   author   of   three   books,   including   Worn   on   This   Day:   The   Clothes   That   Made   History,   which   
had   its   origins   as   a   Twitter   account   and   was   published   in   2019   by   Running   Press.   
  

05/16/21-Timothy   Caulfield   is   a   faculty   member   at   the   University   of   Alberta,   where   he   is   a   
Canada   Research   Chair   in   Health   Law   and   Policy,   a   professor   in   the   Faculty   of   Law   and   the   
School   of   Public   Health,   and   research   director   of   the   university’s   Health   Law   Institute.   
Timothy   has   published   more   than   350   academic   articles   on   topics   such   as   research   ethics,   
public   representations   of   science,   and   public   health   policy.   A   Fellow   of   the   Royal   Society   of   
Canada   and   the   Canadian   Academy   of   Health   Sciences,   he   is   also   the   host   and   co-producer   of   
the   award-winning   documentary   TV   series   A   User's   Guide   to   Cheating   Death   and   the   author   of   
two   bestselling   books,   including   Is   Gwyneth   Paltrow   Wrong   About   Everything?:   When   Celebrity   
Culture   and   Science   Clash.   
  

05/30/21-Hendrik   Hamann   is   senior   manager   and   distinguished   researcher   in   the   Physical   
Sciences   Department   at   the   IBM   T.J.   Watson   Research   Center.   An   IBM   Master   Inventor,   
Hendrik   holds   approximately   100   patents   and   is   currently   helping   to   lead   IBM’s   worldwide   
activities   in   Internet   of   Things   research.   
He   was   on   campus   to   deliver   a   lecture   titled   “Big   Data   Gets   Physical”   as   part   of   the   Mendoza   
College   of   Business’s   10   Years   Hence   speaker   series,   which   explores   issues,   ideas,   and   trends   
likely   to   affect   business   and   society   over   the   next   decade.   

  
Issue:   Politics   
Program   Name:   Associated   Press   News,   read   by   Notre   Dame   students   and   WSND   
community   announcers   
Aired   Monday-Friday   at   noon   and   5pm   
06/01/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   President   Joe   Biden   is   set   to   mark   the   100th   anniversary   of   a   
massacre   that   wiped   out   a   thriving   Black   community   in   Tulsa,   Oklahoma.   Biden   will   grieve   
Tuesday   for   the   hundreds   of   Black   people   killed   at   the   hands   of   a   white   mob   a   century   ago.   The   
visit   comes   amid   an   ongoing   national   reckoning   on   racial   justice.   Biden   will   be   the   first   president   
to   participate   in   remembrances   of   the   destruction   of   what   was   known   as   "Black   Wall   Street."   On   
May   31   and   June   1   in   1921,   white   residents   and   civil   society   leaders   looted   and   burned   to   the   



ground   Tulsa's   Greenwood   district.   Biden   will   announce   measures   to   help   narrow   the   wealth   
gap   between   Blacks   and   whites.   
  

06/15/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   President   Joe   Biden   wants   to   imbue   Independence   Day   with   
new   meaning   this   year   by   encouraging   nationwide   celebrations   to   mark   the   country's   effective   
return   to   normalcy   after   16   months   of   coronavirus   pandemic   disruption.   The   White   House   is   
expressing   growing   certainty   that   July   Fourth   will   serve   as   a   breakthrough   moment   in   the   
nation's   recovery.   The   White   House   says   the   National   Mall   in   Washington   will   host   the   traditional   
fireworks   ceremony.   It's   encouraging   other   communities   to   hold   festivities   as   well.   Tuesday's   
announcement   comes   even   as   the   U.S.   is   set   to   cross   the   grim   milestone   of   600,000   deaths   
from   the   virus.   
  

06/29/21-WASHINGTON   (AP)   —   The   No.   2   House   Republican   won't   say   whether   his   caucus   
will   support   or   participate   in   a   proposed   select   committee   to   investigate   the   Jan.   6   insurrection   
at   the   Capitol.   Louisiana   Rep.   Steve   Scalise   demurred   when   asked   if   House   Republicans   will   sit   
on   the   panel,   telling   reporters   at   a   news   conference   Tuesday   that   "I   can't   answer   that   question."   
When   asked   if   Republicans   will   vote   for   a   resolution   to   create   the   committee,   he   said   "we'll   see   
how   the   vote   goes."   That   vote   is   expected   Wednesday.   Scalise's   reticence   comes   as   House   
Republican   Leader   Kevin   McCarthy   is   under   pressure   over   who   he   appoints   to   the   panel.     

  
Issue:   Nation   
Program   Name:   PBS   Newshour   
Aired   Monday-Friday,   7-8pm   
06/09/21-A   day   after   the   release   of   a   Senate   report   detailing   the   widespread   security   failures   in   
the   Jan.   6   Capitol   riot,   we   spoke   with   one   of   the   police   officers   on   the   scene   that   day.   Officer   
James   Blassingame,   a   17-year   veteran   of   the   Capitol   Police   who   is   involved   in   a   civil   lawsuit   
against   former   President   Trump,   joins   Lisa   Desjardins   to   discuss   his   experiences   when   a   violent   
mob   stormed   the   Capitol.   
  

06/25/21-Attorney   General   Merrick   Garland   announced   a   civil   rights   case   against   Georgia   linked   
to   that   state’s   recent   voting   rights   laws   during   a   press   conference   Friday.   
Georgia   is   not   the   only   state   to   have   passed   more   restrictive   laws   since   the   2020   presidential   
election.   As   of   mid-May,   22   restrictive   laws   had   passed   in   at   least   14   states,   according   to   the   
Brennan   Center   for   Justice,   which   researches   voting   and   supports   expanded   access.   
  

06/28/21-Secretary   of   Transportation   Pete   Buttigieg   and   Democratic   New   York   Sen.   Chuck   
Schumer   toured   the   century-old   rail   tunnel   connecting   New   York   and   New   Jersey   Monday   as   a   
long-delayed   project   to   build   a   new   tunnel   gains   steam.   
The   federal   government   gave   the   tunnel   project   key   environmental   approvals   last   month   
necessary   to   secure   federal   grants.   
  
  

Issue:   The   Environment   



Program   Name:   StarDate   
Aired   daily   at   noon   and   5pm   Monday-Friday   on   WSND-FM   
06/01/21-Mighty   Hercules   climbs   high   across   the   sky   on   June   nights.   Look   for   a   lopsided   square   
of   moderately   bright   stars   —   the   Keystone.   It   represents   his   body,   with   his   legs   below   and   his   
arms   spread   to   either   side.   
  

06/15/21-The   Moon   rattles   a   bit.   The   way   it   rattles   can   reveal   details   about   how   it’s   put   together,   
how   it   was   born,   and   more.   And   scientists   are   pondering   a   network   of   instruments   to   listen   in.   
The   Lunar   Geophysical   Network   would   consist   of   four   robotic   landers.   Three   of   them   would   be   
on   the   hemisphere   that   always   faces   Earth,   while   the   fourth   would   be   on   the   farside.   An   orbiting   
satellite   would   relay   its   observations   to   Earth.   
  

06/30/21-For   the   people   of   the   Soviet   Union,   Soyuz   11   was   a   novelty.   State   media   provided   
regular   updates   on   the   space   mission,   which   was   rare.   It   even   showed   TV   broadcasts   of   the   
three   cosmonauts   showing   off   some   plants   they   were   growing,   and   celebrating   a   birthday   with   
prune   paste   and   presents   of   an   onion   and   a   lemon.   
Pride   in   the   mission   turned   to   grief,   though,   when   Soyuz   11   returned   to   Earth.   When   recovery   
forces   opened   the   hatch   50   years   ago   yesterday,   all   three   cosmonauts   were   dead.   
  

Issue:   Education   
Program   Name:   With   a   Side   of   Knowledge   @withasideofpod   A   podcast   produced   at   Notre   
Dame   featuring   informal   conversations   with   scholars   and   makers   from   the   university   and   
elsewhere.   provost.nd.edu/podcast   
Airs   noon   every   Sunday   
06/06/21-An   Emmy   award-winning   movie   producer,   Michael   Swanson   is   also   a   television   studio   
executive,   serving   as   a   vice   president   of   production   at   NBCUniversal.   He   graduated   from   Notre   
Dame   in   1993   and   was   back   on   campus   in   June   for   the   University’s   annual   reunion   weekend.   
Michael   joined   host   Ted   Fox   for   our   first   live   show.   Recorded   in   Notre   Dame’s   Duncan   Student   
Center,   they   passed   on   brunch   because   we   thought   it   would   be   awkward   to   have   people   watch   
them   chew   on   stage.   
  

06/20/21-If   you’re   a   regular   listener   of   the   show,   you’ve   probably   figured   out   we   like   to   read.   A   
lot.   So   this   time,   we’re   revisiting   five   of   our   favorite   interviews   we’ve   done   with   authors   in   the   
three-and-a-half   seasons   of   making   this   podcast.   We   call   it   “Happy   Author   Days.”   
This   one   is   our   conversation   with   Marilynne   Robinson,   titled   “On   Writing   and   Saying   Something   
True”   and   first   published   on   October   18,   2018.   
  

06/27/21-A   New   York   Times   bestselling   author,   Sam   Kean   has   written   four   books   on   
science—books   with   titles   like   The   Disappearing   Spoon   and   The   Tale   of   the   Dueling   
Neurosurgeons.   So   as   you   might   guess,   he’s   someone   who   appreciates   a   good   story   just   as   
much   as   an   interesting   discovery.   


