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 Issue: Health 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 
 Aired Monday-Friday at noon and 5pm 
 10/01/21-WASHINGTON (AP) — Drugmaker Merck says its experimental COVID-19 pill 
 reduced hospitalizations and deaths by half in people recently infected with the coronavirus. The 
 company said Friday that it would soon ask health officials in the U.S. and around the world to 
 authorize its use. The drug would be the first pill shown to treat COVID-19. That is a potentially 
 major advance in efforts to fight the pandemic. The study results were released by the company 
 and have not been peer reviewed. An independent group of medical advisers monitoring the 
 trial recommended stopping it early because the interim results were so strong. 

 10/13/21-UNDATED (AP) — The World Health Organization says the number of global 
 coronavirus cases fell in the last week, continuing a downward trend that began in late August. 
 The U.N. health agency says there were about 2.8 million new cases and 46,000 confirmed 
 deaths in the last week, a drop of 7% and 10% respectively. Europe reported a 7% rise in cases, 
 while all other world regions reported a decrease. WHO says Europe also had the biggest rise 
 in deaths in the previous week, with 11% more COVID-19 deaths. WHO says the highest 
 numbers of new cases in Europe were reported in Britain, Turkey and Russia. The biggest 
 drops in cases were in Africa and the Western Pacific. Deaths in both regions fell by more than 
 a third. 

 10/29/21-WASHINGTON (AP) — The Food and Drug Administration has paved the way for 
 children ages 5 to 11 to get Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine. The agency authorized the kid-size 
 doses on Friday. But there's one more regulatory hurdle. Next week, advisers to the Centers for 
 Disease Control and Prevention will discuss which youngsters should get vaccinated. In the 
 meantime, Pfizer plans to begin shipping millions of vials of the pediatric vaccine to doctor's 
 offices, pharmacies and other vaccination sites. The kid-size doses are just a third of the 
 amount given to teens and adults. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 10/01/21-Friday on the NewsHour, President Joe Biden goes to Capitol Hill to push for progress 
 on the infrastructure, spending bills. Then, with about 70% of the population in Europe 
 inoculated, the challenge of vaccinating hundreds of thousands of undocumented migrants 
 arises. And, David Brooks and Jonathan Capehart on the challenges the president is facing 
 getting his economic and social agenda passed. 



 10/13/21-Wednesday on the NewsHour, we talk with U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 
 as delays in shipments from overseas pushes inflation to hit record highs. Then, the Supreme 
 Court hears the Boston Marathon bomber case after an appeals court found errors in the 
 original trial. And, COVID-19 exacerbates an already serious lack of nurses in American 
 hospitals — especially in rural areas. 

 10/28/21-Thursday on the NewsHour, the president unveils the framework of his now $1.75 
 trillion domestic spending bill, and calls for party unity. But key progressives say they may 
 withhold support. U.S. public health agencies will soon approve Pfizer's shot for millions of 
 children between the ages of 5 to 11. We get more details from Centers for Disease Control and 
 Prevention Director Rochelle Walensky. 

 Issue: The Environment 
 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 10/01/21-First Glimpse 
 A European spacecraft will be getting to know the planet Mercury quite well later in the decade. 
 Today, though, it’s scheduled to get a brief introduction. It will fly past the Sun’s closest planet — 
 the first of six close encounters before it enters orbit in several years. 
 BepiColombo actually consists of two spacecraft. They’re being carried by a shell that provides 
 electricity and rocket power. They’ll head their separate ways when they begin orbiting Mercury. 

 10/14/21-Evening Matchups 
 The early evening sky serves up a couple of nice matchups. One will disappear not long after 
 the sky gets fully dark. But the other will stick around until after midnight. 
 The match-up that vanishes early consists of the planet Venus and the star Antares. Venus is 
 the spectacular “evening star,” so you can’t miss it, even though it’s low in the sky as darkness 
 falls. Antares — a true star — is to the left of Venus. It’s less than one percent as bright as 
 Venus, but its pairing with the bright planet will help it stand out. 

 10/27/21-Snarling Wolf 
 Wolf 359 likes to snarl. The star produces huge outbursts of energy. That could be a problem for 
 life on any planets that orbit the star. 
 Wolf 359 is one of our closest neighbors — less than eight light-years away. Only a few star 
 systems are closer. 
 Other than those big outbursts, the star is amazingly meek. It’s less than one-tenth as massive 
 as the Sun, and just one-tenth of one percent as bright. 
 But Wolf 359 generates a powerful magnetic field. Lines of magnetic force can tangle, then 
 snap. That produces a flare — a powerful outburst of X-rays and gamma rays. 

 Issue: Law 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 



 Aired Monday-Friday at noon and 5pm 
 11/02/21-KENOSHA, Wis. (AP) — A prosecutor says Kyle Rittenhouse instigated the 
 confrontation that led him to shoot three people on the streets of Kenosha, Wisconsin, during a 
 turbulent protest against racial injustice. But Rittenhouse's attorney says his client acted in 
 self-defense after one of the men dove for his gun and others kicked him in the face and 
 clubbed him in the head with a skateboard. The two accounts came during opening statements 
 Tuesday at Rittenhouse's murder trial. Rittenhouse, now 18, is charged with killing two men and 
 wounding a third with an assault-style rifle during the summer of 2020. He could get life in prison 
 if convicted. 

 11/10/21-KENOSHA, Wis. (AP) — The murder case against Kyle Rittenhouse has been thrown 
 into jeopardy. His lawyers have asked for a mistrial over what appeared to be out-of-bounds 
 questions asked of Rittenhouse by the chief prosecutor. Circuit Judge Bruce Schroeder did not 
 immediately rule on the request but was clearly angry at the prosecution, telling Thomas Binger 
 he doesn't believe Binger was acting in good faith. The startling turn came after Rittenhouse, in 
 a high-stakes gamble, took the stand and testified that he was under attack when he shot three 
 men during a night of turbulent protests in Kenosha. The 18y-year-old said: "I didn't do anything 
 wrong. I defended myself." 

 11/29/21-NEW YORK (AP) — A prosecutor says Ghislaine Maxwell and the late Jeffrey Epstein 
 were partners in crime in the sexual abuse of teenage girls. Assistant U.S. Attorney Lara 
 Pomerantz told the New York jury in opening statements today at Maxwell's sex trafficking trial 
 that she is accused of recruiting and grooming girls for the financier to abuse from 1994 to 2004. 
 Defense lawyer Bobbi Sternheim countered in an opening statement that the 59-year-old British 
 socialite was being made a scapegoat after Epstein killed himself two years ago. Maxwell used 
 to date Epstein and has been jailed in Brooklyn since her arrest. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 11/04/21-Thursday on the NewsHour, what the new federal vaccine mandate and looming 
 deadline mean for workers and large businesses. Congress moves closer to passing a revised 
 version of the president's major infrastructure and spending legislation, but questions remain 
 about the bills' fate. How endangered glaciers help us understand earth's atmospheric history 
 and may provide clues to stop climate change. 

 11/18/21-Thursday on the NewsHour, the House of Representatives is on the verge of passing 
 the president's Build Back Better bill. Then, drug overdose deaths in the U.S. hit an all-time high 
 in what the Biden administration calls "a national crisis." And, many incarcerated women are 
 victims of sexual assault and domestic abuse, we look at their unique struggles adjusting to life 
 after prison. 



 11/30/21-Tuesday on the NewsHour, health officials doubt whether travel bans can slow the 
 spread of the omicron variant, instead emphasizing the need for global cooperation. Congress 
 faces a potential government shutdown as Democrats struggle to push through the president's 
 domestic agenda. Elizabeth Holmes returns to the stand in the Silicon Valley criminal fraud case 
 against her former company, Theranos. 

 Issue: The Environment 
 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 11/05/21-Our Changing Star 
 Our star — the Sun — is quite impressive. Its size, mass, and brightness place it among the top 
 10 percent of all the stars in the galaxy. And it’ll get even more impressive in the future. It’s 
 getting bigger and brighter — all while losing mass. 
 The Sun shines by “fusing” atoms of hydrogen in its core to make helium. Currently, it fuses 
 almost 700 million tons of hydrogen every second. Not all of the hydrogen is turned into helium, 
 though. Seven-tenths of one percent is converted to energy, which radiates into space, making 
 the Sun shine. Over the Sun’s four-and-a-half-billion-year lifetime, enough matter has been 
 converted to energy to make almost a hundred Earths. 

 11/12/21-Cosmic Warning System 
 Cosmic rays can be dangerous. They can damage electronics on the ground and in space, and 
 harm travelers in space and in aircraft. 
 But they also can be helpful. Scientists use them to monitor the amount of water in the soil — an 
 important measurement for agriculture and other applications. And it may be possible to use 
 those readings to look for harmful outbursts. 
 Cosmic rays are particles from beyond the solar system. They’re created by exploding stars and 
 other powerful events. The number that hit Earth is controlled by the Sun. When the Sun is 
 active, it blocks most of them. When it’s quiet, it lets them through. 

 11/24/21-Big Changes 
 The asteroid that wiped out the dinosaurs was like a cosmic reset button. It killed off most of the 
 life on Earth, which made it possible for modern life to take control. 
 The asteroid was a few miles in diameter. It hit off the coast of Mexico 66 million years ago. It 
 caused a massive tsunami, plus a firestorm that blacked out the Sun and created acid rains 
 across the entire planet. About three-quarters of all the plant and animal species died off — in 
 both land and sea. 
 On land, dinosaurs and other big animals died off quickly. That let small mammals begin to 
 dominate the landscape. 

 Issue: Law 
 Program Name: Associated Press News, read by Notre Dame students and WSND 
 community announcers 
 Aired Monday-Friday at noon and 5pm 



 12/06/21-AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The Department of Justice has sued Texas over new 
 redistricting maps, saying the plans discriminate against voters in the state's booming Latino 
 and Black populations. The maps passed by Texas's Republican-dominated Legislature favor 
 incumbents and decrease political representation for growing minority communities that have 
 driven growth in the nation's largest red state. The map packs Black and Latino communities 
 into bizarre-shaped districts — a Dallas-area one is referred to as a "seahorse" shape — while 
 preserving safe seats for white Republicans. 

 12/14/21-WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Joe Manchin is signaling anew Monday that he's still not 
 ready to back his party's $2 trillion social and environment legislation as party leaders scramble 
 for a pathway to advance the long-stalled package — preferably by Christmas. The West 
 Virginia Democrat spoke to President Joe Biden by phone Monday but declined to describe the 
 conversation. Democrats must have Manchin's backing because the Senate is evenly divided 
 and Republicans oppose the legislation unanimously. Manchin has been pushing for months for 
 Democrats to curb the bill's size and drop some initiatives, including one requiring paid family 
 and medical leave. 

 12/24/21-MOSCOW (AP) — A Moscow court has fined Google nearly $100 million over its 
 failure to delete content banned by local law. The Tagansky District Court ruled on Friday that 
 Google repeatedly neglected to remove the banned content and ordered the company to pay an 
 administrative fine of about 7.2 billion rubles. Google said it would study the court documents 
 and then decide on its next steps. Russian authorities have steadily ramped up pressure on 
 social media platforms, accusing them of failing to purge content related to drug abuse, 
 weapons and explosives. Earlier this year, the authorities blamed tech companies for not 
 deleting announcements about unsanctioned protests in support of jailed Kremlin critic Alexei 
 Navalny. 

 Issue: Politics 
 Program Name: PBS Newshour 
 Aired Monday-Friday, 7-8pm 
 12/09/21-Thursday on the NewsHour, as President Joe Biden kicks off a summit to combat 
 declining freedoms around the world, others warn of the threat to democracy in the United 
 States. The top U.S. general in the Middle East discusses the potential flashpoints in the 
 region's uncertain future. The U.S. Air Force and others contend with the community impact of 
 forever chemicals linked to health issues. 

 12/20/21-Monday on the NewsHour, more U.S. schools and businesses close while hospitals 
 brace for a wave of new patients from the omicron variant. Then, Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin 
 deals a blow to the White House, saying no to President Joe Biden's Build Back Better bill. And, 
 Dr. Francis Collins discusses his long career as he leaves the top job at the National Institutes 
 of Health. 



 12/28/21-Tuesday on the NewsHour, as rising omicron cases keep many at home, we explain 
 the new CDC recommendations for shorter isolation times. Then, the Russian government bans 
 the most prominent human rights group as the world marks 30 years since the dissolution of the 
 Soviet Union. And, how the roller coaster price of lumber might have predicted inflation and 
 could signal where the U.S. economy goes. 

 Issue: The Environment 
 Program Name: StarDate 
 Aired daily at noon and 5pm Monday-Friday on WSND-FM 
 12/01/21-Longer Arm 
 Our solar system lies in the Local Arm, one of several spiral arms that wind around the core of 
 the Milky Way Galaxy. Recent research indicates that the Local Arm is longer and more 
 prominent than previously thought. [Robert Hurt, IPAC; Bill Saxton, NRAO/AUI/NSF] 
 The bright star Deneb stands high in the west-northwest at nightfall. It represents both the tail of 
 Cygnus, the swan, and the top of the Northern Cross. And if you have a dark sky, you can see 
 that it’s immersed in the glow of the Milky Way — the light of millions of stars that outline the 
 disk of our home galaxy. 

 12/20/21-Winter Solstice 
 If you stand outside the next couple of days at local noon — the time the Sun appears highest in 
 the sky — and face away from the Sun, you might notice that your shadow is especially long. In 
 fact, it’s the longest noontime shadow of the entire year. 
 That’s because tomorrow marks the winter solstice — at 9:59 a.m. Central Standard Time. It’s 
 the shortest day of the year in the northern hemisphere, and it marks the beginning of winter. 
 The Sun scoots lowest across the sky on the solstice, which is why you cast an especially long 
 shadow. 
 The solstice is set up by Earth’s tilt on its axis. At this time of year, the north pole tilts away from 
 the Sun. That brings those of us north of the equator especially short days. 

 12/25/21-Big Gifts 
 In 1969, the Pentagon found itself with a stack of large telescope mirrors that it couldn’t use. It 
 had planned to launch them on Manned Orbiting Laboratory, a small space station. Astronauts 
 would use the six-foot mirrors to spy on the Soviet Union and its allies. But improvements in 
 robotic spy technology made the lab obsolete. 
 So six of the mirrors eventually were given to the University of Arizona. It combined them to 
 make a single telescope — the third-largest in the world at the time. The Multi-Mirror Telescope 
 operated from 1979 to 1998, when the mirrors were replaced by a single piece of glass. 


