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Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 

 

Through formal and informal ascertainment of the general public, community 

leaders, public officials – inclusive of different ethnic organizations and service 

organizations, the following list emerged as issues needing media attention and 

support. 

 

The programs produced to meet the needs of the public included locally produced 

shows and newscasts as well as national programs, public service announcement 

campaigns and sales marketing campaigns. 

 

Community Issues 

 

Accidents and Disasters    Environment 
 

Business & Industry     Foreign News 

 

Children & Youth     Funerals and Memorials 

 

Consumer      Government and Politics 

 

Court and Legal Decisions    Health and Medical 

 

Crime and Law Enforcement   Housing 

 

Cultural       Immigration 

 

Deaths       Lifestyle 

 

Diversity      Poverty 

 

Education      Religion 

 

Elderly-Seniors-Retirement    Safety 

 

Employment/Labor     Technology 

 

Entertainment      Transportation 



 

 

Regularly Scheduled Programs 

 

Our locally produced, regularly scheduled programs are aired specifically to 

address community issues, concerns and needs.  The programs are as follows: 

 

 NBC 10 @ Issue – Weekly Issue-Oriented Program 

  Sundays 11:30-12N. 

 

 NBC 10 News– Daily Local News Programs 

  WCAU’s daily newscasts devote considerable time to local issues and 

   community problems.  Regularly scheduled newscasts include: 

 

 

Program Time Days 

NBC 10 News Today 4:00-7:00am Monday-Friday 

NBC 10 News Today 11:00am – 12N Monday-Friday 

NBC 10 News at 4 4:00-5:00pm Monday-Friday 

NBC 10 News at 5 5:00-6:00pm Monday-Friday 

NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Monday-Friday 

NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-11:35pm Monday-Friday 

   

NBC 10 News Today 5:30-7:00am Saturday 

NBC 10 News Today 9:00-10:00am Saturday 

NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Saturday 

NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-11:30pm Saturday 

   

NBC 10 News Today 5:30-8:00am Sunday 

NBC 10 News Today 9:00-10:30am Sunday 

NBC 10 News at 6 6:00-6:30pm Sunday 

NBC 10 News at 11 11:00-12M Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Quarterly Issues/Program Report (Fourth Quarter) 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

 

NBC 10 attempts to serve the public interest, convenience and necessity by presenting broadcast 

material, which treats significant issues of the people in the Delaware Valley communities that 

are served by NBC 10. 

 

NBC 10 recognizes that it has an ongoing obligation to remain aware of such community issues 

and to exercise its best judgment as to what broadcast material should be programmed to address 

those needs and interests. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Safety and Crime 

 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

 
January 16th – Farm Park Rape – Pkg aired at 5p 
Montgomery County officials  discuss details of the Norristown Farm Park rape and release a 
suspect illustration created using the rapist's DNA thru a process called DNA phenotyping.  A 
woman was raped last August while jogging though the park in the late morning.  
 
January 23rd – DE School Shootings – Vo aired at 4p 
Delaware House lawmakers are set to vote this week on a bill aimed at protecting Delaware 
school students and teachers from shootings. The bill requires all new school construction and 
major school renovation projects to include measures to prevent a gunman from wreaking 
havoc.  The construction standards include an intruder alarm, bulletproof glass in entrance 
areas and on interior doors and windows, and doors that can be locked from either side with a 
key.   The bill also mandates that all new school construction plans would have to be submitted 
to the Office of Management and Budget's Facilities Management Section. That's to ensure 
compliance with the requirements and design principles aimed at preventing crime 
 
January 30th - Stranger Sex Assault –Pkg aired at 4p 
Philadelphia police are looking for the suspect who entered a Drexel University student’s 
apartment and sexually assaulted her. Police think the suspected entered the apartment through 
an unlocked door.  The victim was able to leave her apartment and call police after the suspect 
fell asleep. 
  
February 15th – Florida School Shooting – Live in all shows 
Local residents and politicians react after 17 high school students are killed and many more 
injured after a school shooting in Florida. The shooter, a 19 year old former student who was 
expelled from the school, was taken into police custody a short time later.  The student had 
numerous guns in his possession and ties to white nationalism.  
 
February 20th - NJ School Security – Pkg aired at 5p 
NJ Governor Phil Murphy announces his administration is making a coordinated effort with 
state law enforcement agencies and the New Jersey Legislature to improve school safety in the 
state in the wake of the Parkland, Florida school shooting. The Governor says law enforcement 
agencies in New Jersey will make a coordinated effort to improve inter-agency communication 
and awareness of individuals who potentially pose heightened safety risks. To assess and 
improve those reporting systems, the Attorney General’s Office will undertake a comprehensive 
review of the current reporting systems available to students and other state residents. That 
review will assess how current leads are followed up on by law enforcement, an effort to avoid 
possible dangers falling through the cracks. 
 
March 6th – Center City Sex Assault – Pkg aired at 4p 
Philadelphia police are looking for the man who attacked and sexually assaulted a woman 
around 530a in the morning in Center City. Items were also taken from the woman’s backpack.  
Police released surveillance video of the suspect and say he may have an accomplice. 
 
March 12th – Armed Guards at School – Live at 430p 
Starting today there will be armed security officers at Pen ARGYL school district schools. 
Parents received an email outlining the district’s decisions to place an armed security officer at 



 

 

each of its three schools, Pen ARGYL high school, wind gap middle school and Plainfield 
elementary school.  Each guard is a former law enforcement officer. 
 
March 12th – DE Guns in Parks – Vo aired at 4p 
Delaware State authorities will hold a public hearing regarding a proposed partial ban on 
carrying guns in Delaware parks and on state forest land.  Officials began developing the 
regulations after the state's Supreme Court ruled that a full ban on non-hunting firearms was 
unconstitutional.  Emergency regulations were adopted in December. Under the proposed rules, 
firearms would still be prohibited in certain designated areas of state parks and forests such as 
visitor centers.  
 
March 16th - Delaware Straw Purchases – Vo aired at 530p 
A bill toughening the penalty for straw purchases of guns is heading to Democratic Gov. John 
Carney after Senate passage, but quick passage of legislation outlawing bump stocks was 
thwarted when the Senate added amendments to a bill that cleared the House last week. A 
measure allowing authorities to seize firearms from people deemed by mental health providers 
and police to be a danger to themselves or others also stalled when it was pulled from the House 
agenda. 
 

 

Elderly 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 

 
January 3rd – 93 Yr old Mayor – Vo aired at 530p 
A 93-year-old World War II veteran who wore out two pairs of shoes campaigning door-to-door 
is the new leader of a New Jersey shore town.  Vito Perillo was sworn in as mayor of Tinton 
Falls. The Republican won the seat in November when he upset an incumbent who was seeking 
a second term in the nonpartisan municipal race. The U.S. Navy veteran has said he didn't think 
he had a chance of winning, but decided to run following a pair of whistleblower lawsuits 
involving the police department that cost the borough a reported $1.1 million in settlements. 
 
January 5th – Snow Removal for Seniors – Vosot aired at 4p 
Philadelphia volunteers go through the city to shovel snow off cars and from sidewalks and 
driveways for seniors who may be stuck in their homes. Philadelphia saw about 4 inches of snow 
from the recent storm.  
 
January 15th - SEPTA Senior Fare Policy – Vo aired at 4p 
SEPTA reminds riders that Medicare Cards will no longer be accepted for free-and reduced-fare 
rides as of today.  The phase-out of Medicare Cards is part of the transition to the SEPTA Key. It 
was part of the fare tariffs that were approved by the SEPTA Board and went into effect July 1, 
2017. Many senior citizens and riders with disabilities have already transitioned to new SEPTA 
Key Photo ID Cards, ensuring they will continue to receive eligible free and reduced fares 
without interruption. SEPTA has issued 90,000 SEPTA Key Senior Photo ID Cards. 
 
January 30th – 99 Year old Eagles Player – Pkg aired at 11a 
A 99 year old former Eagles player says he’s supporting his old team and they head towards the 
Super Bowl.  Fred Gloden is the 3rd oldest living professional football player.  
He helped organize an Eagle pep rally at the assisted living facility where he now resides. He 
says things have changed a lot since he played wearing leather helmets.  
 
February 9th – Seniors Cupid Ball – Vo aired at 11p 



 

 

Over 200 seniors attend the annual Cupid Ball in Southwest Philadelphia.  The event includes 
dinner, dancing and resource stations with valuable info for seniors.  
 
February 14th – Seniors Valentine’s Day – Vo aired at 530p 
Seniors at Mercy LIFE celebrate Valentine’s Day with food, music and dancing. One couple met 
four years ago at the center and are now engaged and living together.  
  
February 14th – 78 Yr Old Purse Snatched – Vo aired at 53p 
Philadelphia Police are looking for the suspect who grabbed the purse of a 78 year old woman as 
she was walking down the street.  The woman tried to stop the suspect by jumping on his car 
and he tried to drive away, causing her to fall. The suspect got away, the woman suffered minor 
injuries. 
 
March 26th – Temple Stadium Controversy – Pkg aired at 4p 
Elderly and disabled residents of the Diamond Park Apartments rally to voice their opposition of 
Temple University’s plans to build a new stadium in North Philadelphia.  Many of the elderly 
residents have lived in the neighborhood for years and say their voices should be heard.  They 
say the building will be outside their front door and will cause noise and traffic issues.  
 
Marcy 28th – Elder Abuse Death – Pkg aired at 5p 
Four members of a Bucks Co family are under arrested and charged with neglecting an elderly 
man who later died in their car. Officials say they four moved in w/the man saying they would 
care for him but instead the man starved to death and received no medical car for four years.  
The defendants lived in the victim’s house rent free and too his money and pension.  

 

 

Minorities, Gay and Lesbian Issues 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

 

January 3rd – African American Museum Donation – Vo aired at 5p 
Citizens Bank donates $25K t the African American Museum to help them celebrate Martin 
Luther King weekend. The donation allows the museum to offer four days of special events and 
activities including free admission to the museum on MLK day. 
 
January 15th - MLK Day – Live in all shows 
People across the area come out to volunteer their time in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Over 5000 people participated in an event at Girard College, this event is said to be the biggest 
in the country.  
 
January 23rd – DACA Answers – Pkg aired at 530p 
Local activists travel to DC to voice their anger over the end of the government shutdown 
without a solution for Dreamers and DACA recipients.  The group wants politicians to know 
they’re disappointed the government was funded without a solution for DACA and plan to bring 
pressure in the next few weeks.  The government is currently funded until February 8th meaning 
DACA and immigration reform is expected to be addressed before then.  
 
January 24th – African American Breast Health – Vo aired at 4p 
The Susan G Komen Foundation hosts the first-ever African-American Leadership Forum for 
Breast Health Equity, bringing together top breast cancer healthcare providers and activists with 



 

 

approximately 50 leaders from the local government, social service and corporate communities. 
Together, these groups will bring about a deeper understanding of the dynamics driving the 
devastating state of breast cancer for African Americans in the Philadelphia region and 
nationwide make, as well as outline—and commit to pursuing— immediate, aggressive strategies 
aimed at reversing the situation.  
In addition to mobilizing influencers to help Komen Philadelphia find, connect with and 
motivate thousands of “women in the shadows” who have yet to implement lifesaving breast 
health practices, the organization will help these activists access the training, tools and 
education needed to make a measurable impact on increasing breast cancer survival among this 
underserved population. 
 
February 15th – Black Panther Screening - Live at 6p 
Campbell Soup Company hosts 100 local school children to a screening of the Black Panther 
movie. Marvel Comic’s Black Panther was originally conceived in 1966 by Stan Lee and Jack 
Kirby, two Jewish New Yorkers, as a bid to offer black readers a character to identify with. The 
titular hero, whose real name is T’Challa, is heir apparent to the throne of Wakanda, a fictional 
African nation. 
 
February 26th –LGBT Fosters – Pkg aired 5p 
Philadelphia’s Department of Human Services is in need for foster homes for over 5000 children 
including those in the LGBT community.  While not thought of as a specific need years ago, may 
LGBT children and teens feel more comfortable in home with a parent(s) who understand the 
challenges they are facing.  Finding parents who are also part of the LGBT community makes it 
easier for them to relate to the children who are struggling with their sexuality or who may 
encounter other issues such as bullying.  
 
February 26th – DACA Recipients– Pkg aired at 4p 
The Supreme Court hands the Trump administration a setback regarding the DACA program.  
The court says they won’t look at the case until its properly appealed meaning the DACA 
program will stay in place for now. DACA recipients say they’re happy w/the decision but are 
still afraid of what the future may hold.  
 
 
March 15th - DHS LGBTQ Foster Parents – Vo aired at 5p 
Philadelphia Councilwoman Cindy Bass introduces a resolution authorizing the Committee on 
Public Health and Human Services to investigate the Department of Human Services’ (DHS) 
policies on contracting with social service agencies that discriminate against LGBTQ resource 
parents. At least two providers with DHS contracts have policies that prohibit the placement of 
foster children by LGBTQ people. The organizations are likely violating the city’s Fair Practices 
Ordinance and contract rules that forbid discrimination. 
 
 
March 27th - Temple LGBTQ Leader – Vo aired at 5p 
Temple University Hospital earns the designation of “LGBTQ Healthcare Equality Leader” from 
the Human Rights Campaign Foundation (HRC). The designation was awarded in the 11th 
edition of the Healthcare Equality Index (HEI). A record 626 healthcare facilities actively 
participated in the HEI 2018 survey, with HRC Foundation proactively researching key policies 
at more than 900 additional non-participating hospitals. Of those included in the HEI, 418 
earned a “LGBTQ Healthcare Equality Leader” designation.  In just over a year, Temple’s Task 
Force has made significant progress to create a more LGBTQ inclusive environment in areas 
such as community outreach, education, employee benefits and gender-neutral bathroom 



 

 

signage.  Longer term goals include the creation of a comprehensive LGBTQ health center and 
inclusion of LGBTQ issues in the curriculum. 
 

 

 

 

Education 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 

 

 
January 9th - Villanova Business School – Vo aired at 5p 
The Villanova School of Business (VBS) is recognized as the top school in the nation in the U.S. 
News & World Report’s annual Best Online Graduate Business Programs ranking. VSB earned 
the #1 spot for its online graduate business programs.  scored exceptionally well in several other 
areas, including the #1 rank for Student Engagement, and #8 for Admissions Selectivity. VSB 
offers two online specialized master degree programs: The Master of Science in Analytics (MSA) 
and the Master of Science in Church Management (MSCM). 
 
February 9th – DE Education Funding – Vo aired at 4p 
Delaware education officials are asking lawmakers for more than $52 million in additional 
spending next year, citing the need for more teachers to address skyrocketing numbers of 
students identified as having special needs.  The request presented to the legislature's budget 
committee Thursday includes about $16.4 million for 190 new positions, on top of 52 positions 
currently funded with the state budget office's contingency money.  Many of the new positions 
are aimed at providing for students with special needs. Education officials said that of 1,167 
more students noted in enrollment numbers this year, 926 are considered special education 
students.  The budget request also includes $5 million in new spending for support low-income 
students and English language learners in school districts, and $3.8 million for special needs 
programs involving early childhood initiatives. 
  
March 5th – Dean’s List GPA – Vo aired at 5p 
Students at the University of Delaware could soon have a tougher time making the dean's list.  
The school's Committee of Undergraduate Students is considering ways to make the honor more 
competitive.  Earlier this year, the committee proposed raising the requirement from a 3.33 GPA 
to a 3.5 GPA.  The proposal was debated last month by the Faculty Senate. It sent the proposal 
back to the committee with suggested changes. For instance, different standards could be 
applied to each program. Or dean's list could be based on a top percentage of students.   The 
minimum requirement was last raised in 1998 from a 3.25 GPA. At that time, 25 percent of 
students made the list. Now, nearly half of full-time undergraduates obtain a 3.33 GPA. 
 
March 9th - Wilmington Schools Improve – Vo aired at 4p 
The State of Delaware, the Christina School District and the Christina Education Association 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that seeks to improve educational outcomes for 
students in the City of Wilmington.  The MOU includes plans to reconfigure Christina’s city 
schools, invest new resources in Wilmington schools, and create a Dual Generation Center to 
offer new services for children and families in communities served by the district. Governor 
Carney’s proposed budget includes $1.5 million for new wellness centers, staff to reduce class 
sizes, trauma-informed programming and other services consistent with the MOU. The budget 
proposal, which Governor Carney will continue to discuss with members of the General 



 

 

Assembly, also includes $15 million to fund capital improvements in Christina’s Wilmington 
schools. 
 
March 12th – School Family Portal – Vo aired at 4p and 5p 
In an effort to better engage parents through technology and to help school staff members and 
families more effectively communicate, the School District of Philadelphia launched its updated 
Parent & Family Portal. The online platform gives parents and guardians improved access to 
student schedules, attendance, assignments, grades, immunizations and contact information.  
The Parent & Family Portal, which only allows people indicated as student guardians to set up 
an account, also allows guardians and teachers to directly communicate through email and 
messaging. In the past, notifications to parents could only be sent from the school’s main office.  
The portal can be viewed in English, Spanish, and Mandarin and Simplified Chinese, with other 
languages to be added in the near future. 
 
March 12th – Sorority Kicked Out – Vo aired at 5p 
A Pennsylvania university has kicked a sorority off campus due to what officials are calling a 
"reprehensible" scavenger hunt that involved drugs, alcohol and sexual activity. 
Alpha Chi Omega's Theta Chi chapter lost its recognition by Lehigh University for two years and 
will be banned from campus through May 2020.  The sorority hosted a December scavenger 
hunt in which participants were given a list of tasks that involved "the use of drugs and alcohol, 
sexual activity and other activities" that violate the Bethlehem school's policy. Alpha Chi Omega 
can appeal. The national organization conducted an investigation resulting in probation and 
individual punishments. 
 
March 16th – DE Graduation Rates – Vo aired at 5p 
The high school graduation rate in Delaware hit a record high in 2017 with nearly 8,800 of 
10,200 class of 2017 students graduating.   The number of dropouts also increased. Nearly 86 
percent of students graduated last year, an increase from 2016's 84.6 percent. The rates 
increased for black, Asian, Hispanic, low-income, multiracial, and white and students with 
disabilities, they dropped for Native American students from 92 percent to 75.6 percent. Fewer 
English learner students also graduated, with the rate dropping from 71.8 percent to 68.2 
percent.  Around 700 students dropped out last year, a 1.7 percent annual dropout rate slightly 
higher than 2016's 1.4 percent.  
 
March 23rd – Class Rank Proposals – Vo aired at 4p 
Vineland Public Schools officials recently met with the board of education's curriculum and 
instruction committee to discuss the idea of eliminating class rank to help high school students.   
The Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction says doing away with class rank 
would encourage college admissions offices to focus on a student's overall achievements instead 
of a single number. A move away from class rank would also encourage students to take non-
weighted electives instead of worrying about losing their position.  The school board will review 
the proposal in April. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Government 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

January 9th - Most Unpopular Governor – Vo aired at 4p and 6p 
According to the latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll NJ Governor Chris Christie will end his second 
term as the most disapproved and disliked since Eagleton began surveying the public almost five 
decades ago. Thirteen percent have a favorable impression of him (a new low for this final 
measurement of his likability), compared to 68 percent who are unfavorable. Nineteen percent 
approve of the job he is doing (the second lowest approval number on record for the governor), 
while 74 percent disapprove. Christie gets low marks across the board for his handling of the 
state’s economy, taxes, the state budget, education, transportation and infrastructure, the 
pension fund, and crime and drugs. Results are from a statewide poll of 1,203 adults contacted 
by live callers on both landlines and cell phones from Nov. 15-27, 2017. 
 
January 12th – DE Sexual Harassment – Vo aired at4p 
Both chambers of the Delaware legislature are developing new sexual harassment protocols 
following the wave of claims against prominent figures nationwide. 
The General Assembly expects to create rules forbidding sexual harassment and establishing a 
formal process for handling complaints. Delaware is the only state that has no written sexual 
harassment policy for legislators. House Speaker Pete Schwartzkopf says the House policy will 
be in place by the end of January. The Rehoboth Democrat says he hasn't heard of instances of 
misconduct but it would be ``stupid or naive to think things don't happen.''  Senate President 
David McBride says the Senate will be slower in introducing the rules.  All nine women in the 
House wore black to highlight the issue when the General Assembly returned to session 
Tuesday. 
 
January 16th – DE Bail Reform – Vo aired at 5p 
Delaware legislators pass house bill 204, encouraging judges to first consider other pre-trial 
release conditions, such as an ankle monitor, mandatory check-ins with court officers and 
restrictions on travel, alcohol consumption and contact with victims before setting a cash bail.  
In making those determinations, judges would be required to use a newly developed risk-
assessment tool to gauge the likelihood that a defendant will violate those bail conditions or 
pose a risk to the public, along with a lengthy list of other considerations. But the ultimate 
decision on whether to impose cash bail would be left to a judge's discretion. Capital murder 
would remain the only charge under which a defendant could be held without bail, as required 
by the state constitution. 
 
January 24th – PA Improved Animal Laws – Vo aired at 530p 
Governor Tom Wolf announces that Pennsylvania demonstrated marked improvements in two 
national organizations’ recently issued reports ranking all 50 states’ animal protection laws. 
Both the Humane Society of the United States and the Animal Legal Defense Fund report that 
Pennsylvania’s Act 10 of 2017, the animal abuse overhaul package that Governor Tom Wolf 
signed into law in June 2017, was a key reason why Pennsylvania’s rankings improved.  
According to the Animal Legal Defense Fund report, “Best and Worst States for Animal 
Protection Laws,” Pennsylvania was the most improved state in 2017, jumping 20 places to 
number 24 on the list ranking the animal protection laws of all 50 states. 
 
January 25th – Governor Carney Budget – Vo aired at 530p 
Delaware Governor John Carney introduces a $4.25 billion budget proposal which includes no 
tax hikes, but does include raises for state employees.  The budget focused heavily on 
investments in education and corrections, which the governor said promotes "sustainability."  



 

 

The proposal spends 3.49 percent more than last year, when Delaware faced a $400 million 
budget gap and was forced to close it through $200 million in raised revenue and $200 million 
in cuts to various programs and departments. 
 
February 19th – NJ Bail Reform – Vo aired at 5p 
A new state judiciary report shows the number of defendants being detained before trial has 
dropped by 20 percent in the year since New Jersey overhauled its bail reform system.  But the 
report also shows the program faces financial difficulties because it relies on court fees instead 
of a ``stable sustainable funding stream.'' The reforms that took effect in January 2017 all but 
eliminated cash bail. Proponents say the reforms keep violent offenders detained until trial 
while providing poor, low-level defendants the opportunity to be freed. Critics say some who 
were released were soon re-arrested on new charges.  The data shows 44,319 people were issued 
complaint warrants last year. Prosecutors sought to have 19,366 of those defendants detained 
until trial, but only 8,043 people in that group were ordered held. 
 
February – PA Redistricting – Vo aired at 5p 
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court is imposing a new congressional district map for the state's 
2018 elections, meeting its deadline to do so and likely setting up a challenge from Republicans. 
The order means a new map is to take effect in the May 15 primary. Republican lawmakers are 
expected to quickly challenge it in federal court, arguing legislatures and governors, not courts, 
have the constitutional responsibility to draw congressional maps.  If it stands, the revised map 
is almost certain to improve Democrats' chances in more seats this year.  The Democratic-
majority state high court ruled last month that Pennsylvania's district boundaries were 
unconstitutionally gerrymandered. Republicans have won 13 of Pennsylvania's 18 seats in three 
elections under the invalidated map, although statewide elections are often closely contested.  
The new map won't apply to March's special election in southwestern Pennsylvania's 18th 
District. 
 
March 13th – PA Special Election – Vo aired at 4p 
Voters come out in western Pennsylvania to settle a high profile special congressional race being 
watched for clues about what could happen later in this midterm election year. Republican Rick 
Saccone is trying to stave off an upset by Democrat Conor Lamb in a Pittsburgh-area district 
that backed President Donald Trump by 20 percentage points in 2016. Former Republican 
Congressman Tim Murphy resigned last fall. 

 

 

Youth Issues 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
January 9th - Youth Employment Initiative – Vo aired at 4p and 6p 
The Mayor and Philadelphia Works announce a $6 million youth employment initiative to serve 
-- among others -- youth who have been diagnosed with autism or an intellectual/developmental 
disability and youth who are aging or have aged out of foster care.  The initiative will connect 
young people to work experiences, customized/supported employment, and unsubsidized 
employment opportunities.  Targeted youth will also receive peripheral supports including on-
the-job training, career guidance, legal counseling, financial literacy, high school equivalency 
completion, and a range of other services. 
 
January 15th - Tobacco Banned in Schools –Vo aired at 5p 
Legislation to prohibit the use of smokeless tobacco in New Jersey’s public schools has been 
signed into law.  The law prohibits the use of smokeless tobacco in any area of any building of, or 



 

 

on the grounds of, any public school.  It requires the board of education of each school district to 
ensure a sign indicating that the use of smokeless tobacco is prohibited in the school is placed in 
every public entrance to a public school building. The sign also would indicate that violators are 
subject to a fine. 
 
February 19th – PAL Day at the Palestra – Vo aired at 6p 
200 PAL kids and their PAL Police officers participate in the annual PAL Day at the Palestra. 
The event will keep 200 children involved in a fun, safe, and free fitness-based activity under the 
guidance of their coaches and mentors from the PAL Police Unit.  PAL Centers are safe havens, 
offering a variety of free programs and other events to attract engage and develop more than 
18,000 of Philadelphia's children and teens. 
 
February 27th – NJ Recess Bill – Vo aired at 4p 
The NJ state Senate approved 38-1 a bill that would require schools to provide at least 20 
minutes of recess daily to students in kindergarten through fifth grade. If enacted, the law would 
go into effect in the 2019-20 school year due to an amendment made Feb. 1.  For many schools 
in the state, recess seems to be the norm. According to an informal survey of by the state School 
Boards Association of its readers in 2013, 75 percent said their schools offered daily recess, 
while 9.2 percent were unsure. 
 
February 27th – Torrey Smith Breakfast – Vo aired at 11a and 5p 
Eagle’s wide receiver Torrey Smith joins other officials to highlight the importance of eating 
breakfast and how healthy eating can lead to academic and life success.  Philadelphia schools 
provide a daily breakfast for students who many not be able to get the meal at home.  
 
March 13th – Bullying Fine – Vo aired at 4p 
A Pennsylvania lawmaker introduces legislation that could have parents footing the bill if their 
child bullies another kid at school.  State Rep. Frank Burns' bill gives parents three strikes. The 
first time a child bullies someone, the school is required to inform his or her parents how the 
school handled the situation. Parents would have to take a class on bullying and attend a 
bullying resolution conference the second time. The third time, parents would receive a court 
citation and pay up to a $500 fine. 
 
March 14th – DE Marriage Age – Vo aired at 5p 
Delaware State lawmakers introduce legislation prohibiting anyone under 18 from getting 
married.  Under current law, a person under 18 in Delaware can marry with the consent of a 
parent or guardian, and with the consent of a Family Court judge. 
The bill would ban marriage for anyone under 18, with no exceptions.  Rep. Kim Williams, a 
Newport-area Democrat and chief sponsor of the measure, says she thinks children under 18 are 
not mature enough to enter a binding contract such as marriage, even with parental consent. 
 
March 19th – Teen Health Week – Vo aired at 4p 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) hosts a press conference to kick off  
Global Teen Health Week, a global initiative to help teens take charge of their health. Teen 
Health Week started in Pennsylvania in 2016, and this year it is expanding worldwide.  The first-
ever Global Teen Health Week is a global initiative encouraging teens across the world to take 
charge of their physical and mental health, and to facilitate healthy habits they will carry 
throughout their lives. 
 

 

 

October 7th – Carousel Ball – Pkg aired at 11p 



 

 

The 2017 Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Carousel Ball will set the stage for the 
launch of For Tomorrow’s Breakthroughs: The Campaign for Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, a $1 billion fundraising campaign. All event proceeds will benefit the Hospital’s 
cutting-edge Cancer Immunotherapy program, a revolutionary program offering new hope to 
children with treatment-resistant childhood cancers. 
 
October 10th – Elementary School Mold – Live at 4p and 6p 
The Monroe Township school district closes all its schools for the rest of the week so it can check 
for mold. The Township took the action after parents on Monday night raised concerns.  Last 
week officials decided to close Holly Glen Elementary School after mold was discovered. Plans 
called for relocating the school's 537 students at three other schools until the mold was cleaned.  
However, parent’s feared mold issues in the districts five other school buildings. 
 
October 10th – Joe Biden Child Sex Abuse – Pkg aired at 6p 
Joe Biden and the Beau Biden Foundation for the Protection of Children announces a 
partnership with Doylestown Health to train their medical staff in Darkness to Light’s Stewards 
of Children®, a two hour, facilitator led training that helps adults recognize, prevent and 
respond appropriately to child sexual abuse. 
 
October 12th – Philly Trick or Treat – Vo aired at 4p 
Philadelphia comes in 3rd in Zillow’s annual list of best cities and neighborhoods for kids to get 
the most candy in the least amount of time on Halloween. The study considers such things as 
size of candy bars and closeness of houses.  
 
October 16th- CHOP Asthma Celebration – Vo aired at 4p 
Community Asthma Prevention Program (CAPP) at CHOP celebrates its 20th anniversary.  
CAPP offers free asthma education classes to families in schools, churches, and community 
centers throughout Philadelphia, and provides home visits to families in Philadelphia and 
Montgomery Counties.  Asthma is the most chronic condition among children and adolescents 
in the United States. Closer to home, one out of every four children in West Philadelphia suffers 
from asthma. Many common triggers, such as dust and pollution, are especially prevalent in 
Philadelphia neighborhoods. Over the past twenty years, CAPP intervention has led to a 
reduction in Emergency Department visits at CHOP by 30 to 50 percent. 
 
November 1st – NJ Smoking Age –Vo aired at 4p and 5p 
Starting today the smoking age in NJ rises to 21.  The new rules apply to tobacco products and 
electronic smoking devices.  The bill was signed into law in July.  
 
December 4th – CHIP Celebration – Vo aired at 4p and 5p 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia celebrates the 25th anniversary of CHIP, the children’s health 
insurance program.  Congress has yet to reauthorize the program, putting millions of children, 
including 176,000 from working families in Pennsylvania, at risk for losing their health 
insurance. 
 
December 13th – Warmth in Winter – Vo aired at 4p 
Philadelphia City Councilwoman Reynolds Brown hosts Annual Warmth in Winter Finale.  The 
program provides winter clothing to over 1,500 children who occupy homeless shelters and 
transitional housing in Philadelphia 
  
December 20th – DE Newborn Screenings – Vo aired at 4p 



 

 

Nemours/Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children announces they will be adding the Newborn 
Screening Program to our long list of services for Delaware’s youngest population. For more 
than 80 years, Nemours has been committed to the health of Delaware’s children. In 2016 they 
cared for more than 85,000 children who reside in Delaware. 
 

 

 

Disabled 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

 

January 2nd - Rent Rebate Deadline - Info aired at 530p 
Older adults and people with disabilities have until Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2017 to apply for rebates on 
property taxes and rent paid in 2016. The rebates are available through Pennsylvania’s Property 
Tax/Rent Rebate Program.  So far this year, more than 540,900 households have applied for 
rebates. As of early December, rebates totaling $259 million have been sent to homeowners and 
renters in Pennsylvania. 
 
January 16th – Special Olympics Bocce – Vo aired at 5p 
Athletes (students with intellectual disabilities) and partners (students without intellectual 
disabilities) compete in the third annual Elementary/Middle School IUS Bocce Championship. 
Unified Sports is a movement bringing together students with and without intellectual 
disabilities together on the same team to train and compete together. 
 
February 9th – Night to Shine – Vo aired at 11p 
Over 200 people age 14 and older with special needs attend the third annual Night to Shine.  
The prom night experience includes a red carpet entrance, dinner, dancing, hair and makeup 
stations and more. Each guest will also be crowned king or queen of the night.  
 
February 15th - Paralympian Skiers – Vo aired at 5p 
Stephanie Jallen and Tyler Carter are named to the U.S. Paralympic Alpine Skiing Team 
competing in the 2018 Paralympics in South Korea.  The Pennsylvania natives spent the day at 
Camelback Resort’s Adaptive Ski Camp, training aspiring athletes with disabilities ages 5 to 8. 
 
February 15th – Down Syndrome Player – Pkg aired at 11p 
A senior with Down Syndrome at Camden Catholic starts tonight on the girls’ basketball team.  
The girl has been the team’s manager all season but never played in a game.  The girl says she’s 
been dreaming of this night all her life and couldn’t wait to take a her first shots, after a couple 
attempts she also made her first basket.  
 
February 24th – Overcoming Cerebral Palsy – Pkg aired at 11p 
Pegasus therapeutic riding academy honors two participants for overcoming challenges in their 
lives. Charlotte has cerebral palsy and has been riding for more than two decades.  She recently 
graduated from college with honors.  Rasheem also has cerebral palsy and used a walker when 
he first arrived at Pegasus, 25 years later he’s earning medals in riding competitions. Pegasus is 
a program for children and adults with physical, developmental and intellectual disabilities. 
Physically the horses help improve the rider’s strength. 
 
March 8th – Special Needs Cheerleaders – Vo aired at 11p 



 

 

A special needs cheerleading squad from south Jersey is surprised with the news they’re going to 
worlds. Only five special needs teams in the country are selected to participate.   
 
March 9th – PCOM Special Olympics Buddies – Vo aired at 5p 
PCOM hosts students from Special Olympics PA’s Philadelphia (SOPA Philly) local program for 
the College’s first Med-Buddies event.   The event will pair a Special Olympics athlete with a 
medical student for a day of activities, crafts and interactive learning.  Special Olympics athletes 
will be able to learn about health and wellness from medical students in a fun and interactive 
way. 
 

 

Consumerism and Recall Information 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

 

January 2nd - Possible Gym Refund – Vo aired at 4p 
The Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office is asking ElectroFit LLC gym members who may be 
entitled to a refund to contact them.  According to state officials, the Bureau of Consumer 
Protection received 93 complaints against health clubs and gyms in 2017, a 66 percent increase 
over the previous year. The majority of complaints stemmed from customers seeking refunds for 
closed clubs or attempting to cancel memberships. 
ElectroFit in Salisbury, closed on December 13th. It is now doing business as OxyFit Gym, 
however, due to the closure, members may be entitled to a refund, according to the state 
attorney general. 
 
January 9th – Dorney Park Hiring – Vo aired at 6p 
Dorney Park and Wildwater Kingdom will host a hiring party for its 2018 season. The park will 
hire more employees in 2018 than in previous years with more than 3,000 positions in the 
following departments: Food & Beverage, Rides, Lifeguards, Merchandise, Games, Admissions, 
Safety, Security and many more.  Applicants must be at least 16 yrs old, the pay ranges from 
$8.50 - $11.00 per hour.  
 
February 9th – Dunkin Donuts Cups – Vo aired at 5p 
Dunkin' Donuts is rolling out a plan to stop using plastic foam cups, beginning in New York and 
California in spring 2018. The goal is to eliminate foam cups worldwide by 2020.  The foam cups 
have been criticized for years as having a harmful impact on the environment. This initiative is 
part of a bigger plan for the coffee chain to go green and serve options that are better for the 
environment as well as consumers. 
 
February 9th – Frontier Trenton Flights – Vo aired at 5p 
As Frontier Airlines continues to expand its destinations, the company will add four nonstop 
flights from Trenton.  The low-fare carrier announced the nonstop flights from Trenton-Mercer 
Airport on Thursday, including to Charleston, S.C.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Myrtle Beach, S.C.; and 
Nashville, Tenn. Flights will begin in April and May, though tickets are already on sale for as low 
as $39. The additional flights bring the amount of destinations from Trenton-Mercer Airport to 
39 cities. 
 
March 8th – Amazon NJ Jobs – Vo aired at 4p 
Amazon announces it’s constructing a 650,000 square foot fulfillment center in West Deptford 
Township.  Once complete the center is expected to bring 1000 jobs to the area.  Construction is 
underway.  



 

 

 
March 9th – PA Employment Numbers – Vo aired at 5p 
The Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry releases its employment situation report for 
January 2018.  Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate was unchanged from December at 4.8 
percent. The commonwealth’s rate remained above the United States’ rate of 4.1 percent, also 
unchanged in January. Over the year, the Pennsylvania unemployment rate declined by four-
tenths of a percentage point. 
 
March 14th - AC Electric LIHEAP – Vo aired at 4p 
Energy assistance is still available in southern New Jersey to help Atlantic City Electric 
customers pay for winter energy bills. Through the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP), Atlantic City Electric customers can receive up to $1,000 in grant support 
toward their energy bill that they do not have to pay back. Customers must apply during 
LIHEAP’s open period to ensure they can secure their grant while money is still available. 
Atlantic City Electric customers can submit LIHEAP applications now to secure their grants. 
Customers. 
 
March 15th – Toys R Us Closing - Pkgs aired at 11a and 5p 
Local shopper react to the news that Toys R Us is closing its remaining 740 U.S. stores over the 
coming months. Heavy debt and relentless trends that undercut its business, from online 
shopping to mobile games, led to the chain's downfall.  Toys r Us officials say no returns will be 
accepted once liquidation sales start and gift cards will be honored for the next 30 days. 

 

 

Religion 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

January 5th –Three Kings Celebration – Vo aired at 4p 
Local Christians celebrate Three Kings Day.  The day, also known as the Epiphany, is a day that 
marks the biblical adoration of baby Jesus by the three Kings, also referred to as three Wise Men 
or Magi. According to the Gospel of Matthew, the men found the divine child by following a star 
across the desert for twelve days to Bethlehem. 
 
January 20th – Catholic Schools Week – Vo aired at 4p 
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia joins in the national observance of Catholic Schools Week, an 
annual celebration of the Christ-centered, faith-based education that students receive in the 119 
elementary, 17 secondary, and 4 special education schools in the five-county metropolitan area 
comprising the Archdiocese. The national theme for Catholic Schools Week 2018 is “Catholic 
Schools:  Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” 
 
February 14th – Ash Wednesday Mass – Vo aired at 5p 
Christians in our area attend Ash Wednesday Mass.  Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent 
which begins six weeks of repentance before Easter.  
 
February 16th – Jewish School Grant – Vo aired at 530p 
The Jewish Sunday Children’s School for children ages 5 to 13-years and their parents at 
KleinLife in Northeast Philadelphia has been awarded a $15,000 grant from The Jewish 
Education Project.  The grant will be used to fund additional educational programming and 
cultural excursions for the students and their parents.  The Jewish Sunday Children’s School is 

http://voces.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/02/reyes-magos_n_2346912.html


 

 

offered as part of the Russian family outreach program at KleinLife. It embraces Hebrew 
studies, Jewish history, culture and ethics. 
   
February 28th – AR15 Church Blessing – Pkg aired at 4p and 5p 
The World Peace and Unification Sanctuary in the Poconos holds a marriage ceremony 
encouraging participants to bring their AR15 rifles with them. Members of the sanctuary believe 
in being able to defend themselves and say the AR15 is a modern day rod of iron.  Schools in the 
area were closed as a precaution.  All rifles were checked and zip tied at the entrance. 
 
March 17th – Cultural Heritage Mass – Vo aired at 6p  
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput celebrates the  Annual Cultural Heritage Mass. This Mass 
highlights the rich history and cultural diversity of the Catholic community in the five-county 
Archdiocese, which is comprised of people who trace their origins to Asian, African, European, 
Caribbean, Brazilian and Native American communities. The Liturgy features participation from 
groups representing approximately 28 different national, ethnic, and/or Eastern Catholic 
Church traditions 
 
March 23rd – Pre Holiday Seder – Vo aired at 4p 
150 seniors from NE Philadelphia and the surrounding community will mark the eight day 
observance of the Jewish Festival of Passover with a special pre-holiday Seder.   Passover begins 
at sunset on March 30. 
 
March 29th – Holy Thursday – Vo aired at 4p 
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput celebrates Holy Thursday Mass at the Basilica in Philadelphia. 
During this Mass, Archbishop Chaput will bless the Oil of Catechumens as well as the Oil of the 
Sick and consecrate the Oil of Chrism. These holy oils will be used at parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese during the coming year in the celebration of the Sacraments 
 

 

 

Women’s Issues 

January, 2018 – March, 2018 
 

January 9th – NJ Breastfeeding Law – Vo aired at 6a 
NJ Governor Chris Christie signs a bill into law making it illegal for employers to discriminate 
against women who choose to breastfeed or express milk in the workplace. The bill would also 
require an employer to provide reasonable break time each day and a suitable location for an 
employee who is breastfeeding to express her milk in private. 
 
January 9th – Women’s Power Lunch – Vo aired at 4p and 5p 
The Delaware County Chamber of Commerce presents its third installment of the Women in 
Leadership Power Lunch. The program will focus on women who have paved the way in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) related fields. 
 
 
January 20th – Women’s March – Live am shows and 6p 
Thousands of women come out for the Women’s March on Philadelphia.  The march is held as 
the anniversary of the first march last year.  Marches took place in numerous cities across the 
country including New York, Atlanta and DC.  The biggest march is planned for tomorrow in Las 
Vegas.  



 

 

 
February 10th – Bridal Sale Expo – Vo aired at 6p 
Goodwill holds its annual Valentine’s Bridal Sale for local brides.  Goodwill spends the entire 
year getting ready for this fundraising event—collecting brand new gowns generously donated 
by area bridal stores and manufacturers. The biggest common denominator is price.  All gowns, 
including designer, are priced $99-299.  Gently used vintage gowns start at just $49.  Beyond 
wedding gowns, the sale will include special occasion dresses, bridesmaid gowns, shoes, tiaras, 
accessories, jewelry and all that glitters for others in the bridal party as well as wedding guests.  
All proceeds from the sale fund Goodwill’s job training programs and career services that help 
local residents with disabilities and disadvantages get to work. 
   
February 12th – Women’s Mentoring – Vo aired at 6p 
Tracy Davidson and Jacqueline London participate in the Philadelphia Business Journal’s 
women’s mentoring event.  The event allows hundreds of women to choose from 40 mentors 
who are the most influential women in the business community for one-on-one coaching 
sessions for seven minute conversations.  Every attendee will have the opportunity to meet 
between one and seven mentors. 
 
February 21st – Women’s Healthcare Bill – Vo airs at 5p 
NJ Governor Phil Murphy signs a bill restoring $7.45 million in funding to Planned Parenthood 
and other women’s health facilities, the first legislation he has signed since taking office as New 
Jersey Governor.  The Governor also announced that New Jersey will remove NJ FamilyCare’s 
restriction on Long-Acting Reversible Contraception immediately post-partum. That change will 
decrease the odds of rapid repeat pregnancies that have higher incidence of adverse costly 
perinatal complications, including low birth weight and an increased rate of preterm delivery. 
 
February 22nd – Mammogram Van – Vo aired at 530p 
A van that has traveled around Delaware for the last decade offering low-income patients 
mammograms and other health screenings will be out of commission under Gov. John Carney's 
$4.25 billion spending plan for the coming year.  Carney's budget proposal recommends 
eliminating the state funding that keeps the Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition's mammography 
van rolling. The total savings would be $277,000. 
Officials in the Carney administration said there are concerns that the van no longer meets its 
original mission or provides the most efficient delivery of services. 
The Division of Public Health, says the van was established at a time when there weren't so 
many standup sites where people could get their screening at night or on weekends. 
 
February 27th – Hockey for Her – Vo aired at 5p 
The Flyers host Hockey For Her, a new, behind-the-scenes event created especially for women 
by the female executives in the Flyers front office. The event is a unique opportunity for women 
who love the game of hockey to connect with one another and learn more about working in the 
fast-paced world of professional sports. 
 
March 8th –New University of DE Pres – Pkg aired at 4p 
Dr. LaVerne T. Harmon becomes the first African American Woman to be named President of 
any university or college in the state of Delaware.  Her inauguration was held on internationals 
women’s day.  
 


