
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

October 1, 2016 

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.

Date: December 31, 2016             



Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most actively 
addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not necessarily in 
order of importance. Other community problems and needs are noted on support 
documents attached in this report. Those documents also reflect local programs 
that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES



The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

Classroom Allergies 10/4/16 at 5:00pm
Now that summer's over you might think your child will 
get some relief from their allergies... but that might not 
be so. According to the American College of Allergy, 
Asthma and Immunology, classrooms often have more 
allergy and asthma triggers than home. Schools and 
classrooms may contain pollen, mold and dust mites. 
All allergy & asthma triggers that can cause adverse 
reactions in susceptible kids. And don’t forget about 
fellow students with pets. They may carry their dander 
to school, causing children who sit nearby to 
experience allergy symptoms. Doctor Sandra Hong is 
an allergist at Cleveland Clinic. And it’s easy to confuse 
the common cold and allergies this time of year, but if 
your child comes home from school with a runny nose, 
coughing and sneezing for more than two weeks, it’s 
worth talking to your Pediatrician about allergies and 
asthma.

Diabetes Myths 10/10/16 at 5:00pm
Fads and myths promising an easier way to control 
diabetes can make it seem easy but it takes a change of 
lifestyle to stay healthy. Here’s why it’s best to stay off 
the internet and listen to the experts. Jim Meok works 
with a dietician to learn how different foods affect his 
blood sugar. He relies on advice from experts to control 
his diabetes but when he was diagnosed, the endless list 
of products, diets and even pills promising to control his 
condition were overwhelming. Elizabeth Snyder is a 
certified diabetes educator at Ohio State University 
Wexner Medical Center. She has seen patients who’ve 
tried fads as far-fetched as herbal cleanses, putting 
cinnamon on their eggs and cutting our all white foods 
but says the fact is there is no magic cure for diabetes. 
Snyder says the only pills you should take are the ones 
prescribed by your doctor, and that the best way to 
control diabetes is with exercise and a balanced diet. But 
that means, learning about what is actually healthy 
because products that use buzzwords like “sugar-free” 
or “made with whole grains” aren’t always a good choice. 
So you have to turn the package over and know how to 
read the label. Snyder helped Jim learn these key 
nutritional rules and he’s making changes that will keep 
his blood sugar at a healthy level.

Vitamins Benefit 10/12/16 at 5pm
Over the past two decades there have been a lot of 
studies about diet supplements. And they have found 
little evidence of whether or not they benefit you. But that 
hasn't stopped the vitamin and supplement industry from 
growing. A new study in JAMA looked at the trends in 
dietary supplement use from 1999-2012. In recent years, 
dietary supplements have grown into a 32 billion dollar a 
year business and has research into the possible 
benefits and in the current issue of Jama, Dr. Pieper 
Cohen discusses the results of a new study examining 
trends in dietary supplement use among US adults 



between 1999-2012. A total of 38,000 people were 
asked about what vitamins, minerals and supplements 
they used.  The results were compared over the 13 year 
period to identify trends and changes over time. This 
time period was also an era of intense investigation into 
the health effects of supplements. The National Institutes 
of Health invested several hundred dollars into research 
on supplements only to find most have no significant 
benefit. Cohen says he is surprised that supplement 
usage has stayed the same even though studies have 
shown that many supplements have little to no benefit.  

Komen Breast 
Cancer Goal

10/17/16 at 5pm
October is "National Breast Cancer Awareness Month". 
One major organization is announcing its commitment 
to cutting breast cancer mortality in half right, here in 
Michigan, in the next ten years. Joining us to talk about 
this is Jennifer Jurgens, executive director for Komen 
Michigan. How many people in Michigan die from 
breast cancer each year? How will Komen Michigan try 
to reach this goal? Who are some of the partners 
involved in this commitment? What can be done to 
raise more awareness? Jennifer Jurgens, executive 
director for Komen Michigan, thank you for joining us.

Kids and Screen 
Time

10/21/16 at 5:00pm
I'm starting off this health segment with a cuteness alert! 
This little one is enjoying watching the Count from 
Sesame street count his numbers on her dad's phone.
 How many of you have done something similar? It 
occupies them... and makes for cute videos... but the 
American Academy of Pediatrics says... it's also bad for 
them. The Academy just came out with new guidelines 
ditching older and more rigid ones. 
Here's what they're recommending. Children under 18 
months - no screen time. Children, ages two to five - one 
hour of high quality screen time per day
and with older children & teenagers - parents should 
discuss. But The academy did make an interesting 
exception saying video chatting with parents and 
grandparents is a healthy form of communication. They 
recommend that parents should also set up media-free 
zones in your home. The group did not set a limit on 
texting. And it's important to remember that not all screen 
time is bad. There are some 80-thousand educational 
apps that can help children learn. 

Stress and Women 10/21/16 at 5pm
The stress in your life may actually makes it harder to 
lose weight. A new study found that a stressful day may 
be worse for your diet than too much pasta on your plate. 
After they get home from school and before they start 
their homework, Joanne Drew says it’s common for her 
kids to crave certain comfort foods. After all, days can be 
long and stressful, even at their age. In an effort to keep 
her family fit, Joanne looks for healthier ingredients in 
food whenever she can. But a new study suggests in 
stressful situations that may not be as helpful as you 
might think. Doctor, Janice Kiecolt-Glaser led the study 
at the Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center to 
see hoe stress impacts diet, researchers fed 58 wome2 
different meals. After the women ate the meal with 
saturated fat, blood tests showed their inflammation 
levels were higher. After the healthier meal, they were 
lower. Then researchers added stress into the equation. 
In fact, healthier types of fat had no benefit for women 
who were stressed. Their inflammation markers 
remained elevated. And is even linked to some forms of 



cancer. So, if you want to get the most out of a healthy 
diet, a key ingredient, experts say, is managing your 
stress.

Love Your Heart 11/1/16 at 6:00pm
Does male pattern baldness run in your family? It could 
be a sign you're at risk for heart disease. WZZM 13 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego has some not so common 
signs of heart disease and what you can do to reduce 
your chances in today's Love Your Heart report. When it 
comes to a healthy heart... dieting is one of the best way 
to keep it healthy, and there are a few super foods that 
do that especially well. Beets are in season now... and 
eating these purple roots unleashes nitrates into your 
blood that expand your blood vessels and help with 
blood flow. Nuts contain heart-healthy fats and eating a 
handful of these five times a week reduce your chances 
of dying from heart disease by 29%... according to a 
study in the New England Journal of Medicine. And fatty 
fish like salmon and sardines can improve cardiac 
capacity during exercise because of their omega-3 fatty 
acids. You should aim to get those on your dinner plate 
twice a week. But remember portion size still matters... 4 
ounces is all you'll need. And when it comes to looking 
for signs of a heart that isn't healthy... here are a few you 
may not have heard of. Earlobe creases... if you've got a 
lobe with a horizontal crease in it studies have found that 
you are 30% more likely to have hypertension... add to 
that male pattern baldness or yellow fatty deposits 
around the eyes and your heart attack risk increases 
even more. And here's something to keep in mind. Many 
of the factors that raise your risk of heart disease like 
high cholesterol, smoking, diabetes, and not exercising 
*also* affect your brain. Because these factors can lead 
to restricted blood flow, inflammation, blood clots, and 
even plaque formation that can lead to Alzhiemer’s. And 
that's why eating your fruits and veggies and getting 
enough exercise is the best way to Love Your Heart.

Post-Election Yoga 11/10/16 at 5:00pm
While there are differing opinions on the outcome of the 
election, I think there is one thing we can all agree on, 
this was a "loonnnggg" election year. And WZZM 13 
Health reporter Valerie Lego joins us with a way for you 
to decompress from it ~~ for free! Okay everyone I want 
you to close your eyes and just to this... ohmm.
Feel better?? You might feel even better if you attend 
one of AM Yoga's free "post-election" decompression 
yoga and meditation classes. I stopped by for their 
Noon class this morning and there were 10 people 
signed up just for the free class to try to find their post-
election Zen. Owner, Molly Jane told me and that's 
exactly how some participants felt.

Chemotherapy 11/11/16 at 6:00pm
"13 Friends For Life day" is Sunday, so we're reminding 
you tonight to contact your friend for life, about the 
importance of breast health. That includes monthly self-
exams, mammograms and regular doctor screenings, 
know your body, know your normal. When it comes to a 
breast cancer diagnosis there are many decisions a 
woman must make including how to manage her 
chemotherapy if needed. WZZM 13 Health Reporter 
Valerie Lego looks into results of a new study that 
compares long and short term treatments. When it 
comes to chemotherapy treatment the standard 
treatment in the United States is every two weeks but a 
new study out of Europe finds every three weeks can be 



just as effective. Women who are faced with a breast 
cancer journey want to get through it as safely and in 
some cases as fast as possible. That's one of the 
reasons why for the past 15 years women who need 
chemotherapy treatment have been treated every two 
weeks. But a new Swedish study published in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association may 
change that. "This is a very interesting trial." Dr. Thomas 
Gribbin is the medical director for Mercy Health Lacks 
Cancer Center in Grand Rapids. "They compared 1,000 
women getting chemo on an every two weeks schedule 
with a 1,000 women getting it on an every 3 weeks 
schedule. The results were very similar between the two 
groups and what that means is that the likelihood of the 
cancer coming back was low in both groups." With that 
new information it gives women something to consider 
when making a decision about their chemotherapy 
treatment. DR. GRIBBIN: "Reasons to give the two 
weeks schedule is to be done a month early. And that's 
important to some women. Reasons to give the three 
week schedule is that we can skip some of the other 
medications that we would give to support the white 
blood cell count. So it represents a less expensive 
alternative." This study opens up the opportunity for 
women to discuss with their doctors their preference and 
for doctors to consider which path is best for their 
patients. DR. GRIBBIN: "The doctors who administer 
that treatment really focus on getting them through it 
safely. This is one more way to look at that. Can we 
change the time schedule to do it more safely." As with 
most research there is more work to do. Dr. Gribbin says 
he would like to see if there are some women who would 
do better with the shorter versus the longer schedule."

Cuba & Cancer 11/15/16 at 5:00pm
When you think about Cuba, you probably imagine, 
1950's cars, pristine beaches, and good food. You 
probably don't think about Cuba as a place to go for a 
cure for cancer. But some Americans with advanced lung 
cancer are heading there for something called the 
"cancer vaccine". Joining me to talk about this new trend 
is Dr. Judy Smith, Chief of the Spectrum Health Cancer 
Center. First let's talk about this vaccine called Cimavax. 
What is it and how does it work? Is it safe in your opinion 
for these advanced lung cancer patients? What concerns 
you about patients heading to Cuba or other foreign 
countries for treatment? Thanks so much for joining me 
to talk about this topic. We'll be right back. 

FEM Hygeine Non 
Profit

11/16/16 at 5:00pm
It's hard to believe that in 2016, there are still young 
women who are in need of assistance when it comes to 
their health and wellness but there are, and many are 
right here in our community. Joining me now a young 
woman who not only wants to change that... but is taking 
the steps to do it... and the woman she partnered with to 
help accomplish her mission. De'Chelle Richards is a 
junior at Grand Valley State who founded a student 
organization, called P.O.W.E.R. to address the issues of 
women's rights as well as bring awareness to those 
issues, and Christine Mwangi is with the non-profit "Be a 
rose". Let's start with you De'Chelle...Tell me a little bit 
about your student organization. What inspired you to 
want to empire young women in these types of 
situations? You've also partnered with Christine and 
hernon-profit called "Be A Rose" which specializes in 



providing feminine hygiene and support to 
underprivileged women. What kind of work have your 
organizations done together? Thanks so much for joining 
us. It's always great to be able to put the spotlight on 
young women like yourself who are making a difference 
in our community.

Lung Cancer 
Treatment

11/21/16 at 5:00pm
November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month. And in 
Michigan the rate of lung cancer is higher than the 
national average. Lung cancer is the leading cause of 
cancer deaths among both men and women. Higher than 
colon, breast and prostate cancer combined. Lung 
cancer is one of the most difficult cancers to treat 
because most of the time it isn't found until very late. 
Here to talk to us about new research that is showing 
promise in treating lung cancer is Medical oncologist Dr. 
Yuanbin Chen with Cancer & Hematology Centers of 
Western Michigan. Why do most lung cancers get found 
at such late stages? You're excited about a new area of 
research called Immuno-Oncology. How does it work? A 
growing area of research in lung cancer is in Immuno-
Oncology. 3 Immuno-oncology is an innovative field of 
cancer research which involves medicines designed to 
work directly with the body's own immune system to fight 
cancer and is now considered a major treatment choice 
alongside surgery, radiation, chemotherapy and target 
therapies for certain types of cancer. What I'm most 
excited about sharing with our viewers are the clinical 
trials currently available at the Cancer & Hematology 
Centers. Patients can receive treatment with FDA-
approved immuno-onology therapies and access to 
clinical trials at Cancer & Hematology Centers of 
Western Michigan (CHCWM). CHCWM has participated 
in clinical trials for the immuno-oncology therapy Opdivo 
(nivolumab), which is FDA-approved for treatment of 
lung cancer. 

Epilepsy Diet 11/29/16 at 6:00pm
For millions of Americans living with a diagnosis of 
epilepsy means daily medication to help control their 
seizures. But WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie Lego 
says it may be possible to do that by adjusting a patient’s 
diet. It's a theory that's actually been around since the 
1920's when researchers stumbled upon the link 
between high fat diets and the ability to control epileptic 
seizures. For 15 years Laura Hall has lived with seizures 
associated with her Epilepsy. Jennifer Fillenworth is a 
registered dietician with Mercy Health Saint Mary's.
She's been working with patients like Laura to help them 
learn this new way of eating. LAURA HALL/EPILEPSY 
PATIENT:"I've been on many medications. "It wasn't 
until four months ago that she decided to try a new diet 
that is showing promise in reducing and in some cases 
even stopping epileptic seizures. JENNIFER: "Since 
we're using fat as our main fuel source, it puts us into 
something called Ketosis." The Ketosis Diet for Epilepsy 
is also known at the modified Atkins Diet. Focusing on 
high fat and low carbohydrates. JENNIFER: "When we 
shift our fuel utilization towards fats that's what brings us 
into ketosis and that mechanism is what's stopping these 
seizures and the exact mechanism is unknown but it's 
modifying the chemistry in the brain. “Jennifer 
Fillenworth is a registered dietician with Mercy Health 
Saint-Mary's. She's been working with patients like Laura 
to help them learn this new way of eating. Starting the 



day off with a high fat omlette. JENNIFER:"A cheese 
omelet that's made with heavy cream and sharp cheddar 
cheese and some asparagus on the side. And I actually 
cooked the omelet in butter too." VAL: "So this would be 
everything you would eat in a day. JENNIFER: "So I 
based this on 9 fat servings a day and when I calculate 
that it's around 1600 calories a day."
And only between 10 and 30 grams of carbohydrates a 
day which Laura admits isn't easy. LAURA: "That's the 
biggest difficulty is no fruit. There's not much fruit I can 
have and half the vegetables I can't have any more. So 
that's the hardest part." But it's worth it if it means the 
possibility of not having any more seizures.
JENNIFER: "With the modified Atkins Diet we've actually 
seen about 50% of our patients have a reduction in their 
seizures and out of that 50% about 15% go completely 
seizure free within a couple years." Something Laura 
hopes may soon happen for her. She's gone from having 
at least one seizure a month to only one in the last four 
months. LAURA: "It's uplifting and hopeful that maybe I 
can get off at least one medication and decrease the 
doses." And maybe someday live a life that's completely 
seizure free.

Love Your Heart 12/1/16
If even the mention of potato chips makes your mouth 
water... new research says you might be able to blame 
your salt addiction on your genes. WZZM 13 Health 
Reporter Valerie Lego is here with why in this month's 
Love Your Heart report. It's true... some of us actually 
carry a genetically driven "salt tooth". That craving for 
salt could affect how much you shake on your food 
which can also have an effect on the health of your 
heart. This gene was discovered by researchers at the 
University of Kentucky who looked at those who had 
two risk factors for heart disease. And in the process 
discovered all of them had a common gene called "T-A-
S-2-R-3-8" that caused them to crave salt. 
Here's how to tell if you might have that salty gene. If 
you don't like things that taste bitter you most likely 
have the gene. Which once again is called "T-A-S-2-R-
3-8". That dislike of bitterness may have you salting 
vegetables that have a bit of a bitter taste like broccoli 
and asparagus. It's important to remember that 
increasing your salt in-take also increases your 
chances of developing high blood pressure which in 
turn can increase your risk of heart attack and stroke. 
The reason why is because too much sodium in your 
blood reduces your kidneys ability to remove the water 
from your body. Just as a reminder... the daily 
allowance for salt is a teaspoon a day. And that's not 
just from the salt shaker but from all the food you eat.

Fake Paws Dogs 12/7/16
Most recently one was spotted at Woodland Mall by 
Paws With A Cause employee Deb Davis who 
immediately took to Facebook to post this Fraudulent 
Service Dog Cape Alert. Many of you know I'm raising 
CJ a Paws Assistance Dog in training... so the fact that 
someone would impersonate a service dog really hit 
home. Joining me now is Deb Davis with Paws With A 
Cause.... What went through your mind when you saw 
that pup in a Paws cape? A lot of people may say 
"what's the big deal?" I know what a goes into training a 
puppy. And it's not easy, it takes a lot of time, 
dedication and love and nearly 2 and a half years 



before they dogs earn their blue cape. Deb: our teams 
go through 4- 6 months of training together to 'earn' 
their blue pack; there is NO way to get a blue PAWS 
pack unless you are a certified PAWS client! Val: We 
could further explain what the teams go through to 
'earn' that pack. You've brought some examples of 
capes to give people an understanding of which ones 
are associated with PAWS. D: our maroon packs are 
for breeding stock dogs, our teal packs (Like CJ's, 
which we could show on CJ), are for future Assistance 
Dogs; each of these have a different color and a 
different patch, which identifies them. The blue packs 
say "Paws With A Cause Assistance Dog". V: And let's 
remind viewers once again which breeds are 
Associated with PAWS. If someone sees what they 
think may be a PAWS impersonator what should they 
do? Thanks for joining us Deb and helping me to 
remind everyone that fake service dogs can hurt the 
reputation of a credible organization.

Diabetes and 
Parkinson’s Disease

12/13/16 at 5:00pm
An estimated 1 million Americans are living with 
Parkinson's disease. Right now there is no cure... and 
believe it or not treatment for the disease has remained 
unchanged since the 1960's. But the Van Andel 
Institute is about to change that with a new discovery 
originally developed for type 2 diabetes.  V-A-I 
Researcher Dr. Jenn Steiner is here now to talk more 
about it. This is the first treatment that may actually stop 
the progression of Parkinson's Disease. Dr. Jenn: We 
hope this will be a watershed moment for millions of 
people living with Parkinson's disease," says Patrik 
Brundin, M.D., Ph.D., director of Van Andel Research 
Institute's Center for Neurodegenerative Science, 
chairman of The Cure Parkinson's Trust's Linked 
Clinical Trials Committee, and the study's senior author. 
"All of our research in Parkinson's models suggests this 
drug could potentially slow the disease's progression in 
people as well." Val: This treatment focuses on 
underlying disease instead of symptom management 
like other therapies. Dr. Jenn: Until now, Parkinson's 
treatments have focused on symptom management. If 
successful in human trials, MSDC-0160 would be the 
world's first therapy to treat the underlying disease and 
slow its progression—potentially improving quality of life 
and preventing the occurrence of falls and cognitive 
decline. It may also reduce or delay the need for 
medications that can have debilitating side effects, says 
Brundin. Val: What's the link between the type 2 
diabetes drug and Parkinson's? Dr. Jenn: Parkinson's 
disease and diabetes may have vastly different 
symptoms with unrelated patient outcomes; however, 
we're discovering they share many underlying 
mechanisms at the molecular level and respond 
similarly to a new class of insulin sensitizers like 
MSDC-0160," says Jerry Colca, Ph.D., co-founder, 
president and chief scientific officer of MSDC." Val: And 
clinical trials are expected to begin next year? Dr. 
Jenn: We are working tirelessly to move this drug into 
human trials as quickly as possible in our pursuit of a 
cure." The Cure Parkinson's Trust and Van Andel 
Research Institute are currently working with MSDC to 
address regulatory issues and obtain funding to 
organize the clinical trial, which Brundin hopes can 



begin sometime in 2017. Val: Well we certainly look 
forward hearing updates on those clinical trials. Thank 
you so much for joining us.

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 
Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories. 

Program Date Time Duration Description

Air-Fryer 12/15/16 6:00am 2:20
Dozens of viewers 
have reached out -- 
asking me to put the 
new Air-Fryer to the 
test. It's new 
technology that 
cooks food with little 
to no oil. Lauren got 
some help putting it 
to the test, in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It. 

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered: 

Program Date Time Duration Description

Baby Kate Trial 
Day 3

10/3/16 5:00pm 1:45
The 'Baby Kate' 
murder trial in 
Ludington is now in 
its second week. 
Sean Phillips is 
charged with murder 
in connection with 
his daughter 
Katherine Phillip's 
disappearance. She 
has never been 
found. Today jurors 
heard what Phillips 
admitted to shortly 
after Kate was 
reported missing by 
her mother Ariel 
Courtland. Here's 
WZZM 13's Jon 



Mills. 

MSP Comm 
Relations

10/4/16 6:00pm 1:20
After years of work 
by lawmakers & a 
recent 13 Watchdog 
Investigation, 
Governor Snyder 
today signed into 
law, a package of 
bills to update the 
standards for our 
Police Officers. 
Back in February, 
the 13 Watchdog 
team exposed an 
unlicensed in the 
town of Grant in 
Newaygo County, 
who was writing 
dozens of speeding 
tickets. WZZM 13’s 
David Bailey joins 
us now to explain 
why the new laws 
would likely prevent 
that from happening 
in the future

Wyoming Police 
Shooting Ruling

10/11/16 5:00pm 1:45
The Kent County 
Prosecutor says a 
Wyoming Police 
officer was justified 
in the deadly 
shooting of a man 
suspected of 
stealing a pistol from 
a gun store. The 
incident happened 
the night of 
September Seventh. 
An officer 
confronted 25-year-
old {Suh-Deek Ee-
drees} Sadiq Idris as 
he was walking 
down the street.  
Witnesses say he 
had a gun. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell is 
live in the studio 
with the latest.

Dalton TWP. 
Baby Shot

10/14/16 5:00pm 1:45
Muskegon County 
deputies and child 
protective services 
are investigating the 
shooting of a four-
month-old girl. And 
investigators say it 
was the baby's two-
year-old brother who 
fired the gun. It 
happened last night 
at a home on 
Calumet Avenue, in 



the Lakewood Club 
community. WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad 
has more.

GR Funeral 
Shooting

10/21/16 5:00pm 1:32
First at Five... A 52-
year-old woman 
remains in critical, 
but stable condition, 
after she was shot 
at a funeral 
reception in 
southeast Grand 
Rapids. It happened 
last night on Eastern 
Avenue.  WZZM 
13's Jaleesa Irizarry 
joins us. And 
Jalessa, this group 
was already 
grieving, correct?

Allegan Fire 
Chief

11/1/16 5:00pm 1:40
First at five... the 
former chief of the 
Allegan Fire District 
is charged with 
sexually abusing a 
four year-old 
girl..."and" recording 
it. This afternoon, a 
magistrate read 
several charges 
related to child 
pornography... 
against Matt Gillies 
{Gil-leez} during a 
video arraignment. 
And today, we're 
learning new details 
from a previous 
probable cause 
hearing. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad has 
more developments 
from Allegan.

Raul Perez in 
Court

11/9/16 5:00pm 1:00
He was supposed to 
be deported in 2006.  
Instead, he allegedly 
strangled someone 
to death last month.
And today, he 
appeared in court. 
Raul Perez of 
Wyoming is accused 
of killing 31-year-old 
Karla Magana in an 
apartment on 44th 
Street. WZZM's 
John Hogan was in 
court and joins us 
with more.  John, 
what has Perez said 
about the killing?



Egregious 
Poaching

11/15/16 5:00pm 1:48
With Michigan's 
firearm deer season 
underway, hundreds 
of conservation 
officers are in the 
field to ensure game 
laws are being 
followed. Usually, 
complaints are for 
recreational 
trespass or improper 
transport of a 
firearm. But there's 
also poaching. And 
it's not just during 
deer season. D-N-R 
officials credit the 
state's "Report All 
Poaching" hotline, 
with bringing illegal 
activity to the 
attention of 
conservation 
officers. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan has 
more.

Willis Hearing 11/21/16 5:00pm 1:50
Now to the latest on 
Jeffrey Willis. The 
accused murderer 
and his lawyer don't 
want the media - or 
anyone else - at his 
preliminary hearing. 
Willis is charged 
with killing Jessica 
Heeringa - even 
though her body has 
never been found. 
Today, Willis' lawyer 
explained to the 
judge why he wants 
the normally open 
court procedure to 
be closed. Here's 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills.

GR Murder 
Prelim

11/29/16 5:00pm 1:05
A Grand Rapids 
man charged in a 
late September 
shooting that killed a 
man and critically 
injured his stepson 
was in court today. 
Martez McLaughlin 
is charged with open 
murder and 
attempted murder 
for the shooting on 
Eastern Avenue 
near Oakdale 
Street. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan was in 



court for today's 
hearing.

Willis Heeringa 
Murder Prelim

12/6/16 5:00pm 1:45
First at Five... 
testimony is still 
going in a hearing 
for accused killer 
Jeffrey Willis... 
 He's accused of the 
2013 kidnapping 
and murder of 
Jessica Heeringa. 
That judge has a lot 
to do today. He's 
going to decide if 
Willis will actually 
face trial in the 
Herringa case. He's 
also hearing 
evidence in two 
other cases: the 
2014 murder of 
Rebekah Bletsch... 
and the attempted 
kidnapping of a 
teenage girl from 
this past April. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills has been 
following the Willis 
case, since his 
arrest in May.

WMU Student 
Killed

12/9/16 5:00pm 1:29
Now to Kalamazoo, 
where a Western 
Michigan University 
student was 
murdered...and the 
suspects still have 
"not" been caught. 
Police found the 20-
year old man dead 
at the "Soho 700 
Apartments" near 
campus at around 
10:30 last night. 
They say he had 
been shot. Police 
say two male 
suspects ran off 
before officers 
arrived. Just 
minutes ago, the 
university released a 
statement saying 
police would like to 
question a student 
athlete at the 
school. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad has 
been speaking to 
students who live at 
the apartments...and 
he's here with more, 



Alex?

13 OYS UPS 
Theft

12/14/15 6:00pm 1:53
New At six, a West 
Michigan couple 
whose diamond ring 
was stolen from a 
package... is getting 
answers. After 
contacting U-P-
S...and the store 
involved, they 
reached out to 13 on 
your side for help. 
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell is here now with 
the story.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 4th quarter of 2016.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Allendale Street 
Lights

10/4/16 6:00pm 2:15
The sheriff told our 
investigative team 
he hopes to have 
the cases resolved 
in a matter of a 
couple of weeks. 
Tonight we are also 
taking a close look 
at concerns over the 
lack of street lighting 
near GVSU. At least 
two of the four sex 
assaults happened 
close to 48th 
avenue in Allendale 
township. There are 
street lights along 
Lake Michigan 
Drive, but not on 
48th prompting 
questions of why the 
township didn't put 
in lighting when 
sidewalks were 
installed. WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad 
has been asking 
questions about this 
all day and joins us 
now with what he 
found.

Devin Schindler 10/10/16 5:00pm 3:00
The Second 
Presidential Debate 



Interview between Donald 
Trump and Hillary 
Clinton raised 
interesting legal 
issues, including a 
president's power to 
investigate his 
political opponent -- 
and who will fill the 
vacancy on the U-S 
Supreme Court. 
Joining us to talk 
about these issues 
is Devin Schindler, 
Constitutional Law 
Professor at 
"Western Michigan 
University - Cooley 
Law School" in 
Grand Rapids.

2nd District 
Tease

10/14/16 6:00pm 1:03
Voters will also 
decide who they 
want to represent 
them in Congress. 
Coming up on 
Sunday on WZZM 
13 News at 9am, we 
will take a look at 
the race in the 
second 
Congressional 
District. It runs along 
several counties 
along the lakeshore, 
I sat down with 
incumbent 
Republican Bill 
Huizenga and his 
democratic 
challenger, Dennis 
Murphy for an 
extended interview. 
We talked about 
several issues, 
including 
immigration.

Kent County 911 
Millage

10/17/16 5:00pm 1:04
A Kent County ballot 
measure on 
November eighth, 
would help fund 
improvements in 
Kent County's "nine-
one- one" center, 
aimed at speeding 
up the "response" 
from police and fire 
departments. WZZM 
13's Meghan 
Bunchman shows 
us why operators of 
the center say the 
upgrades are 



needed.

Zoo Museum 
Millage

10/18/16 5:00pm 1:22
Kent County voters 
will see more than 
Presidential choices 
on the November 
ballot. They'll also 
be asked to approve 
a millage to pay for 
the zoo and 
museum. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell is 
here with details. 
The tax money will 
provide a steady 
source of revenue 
for both.  Supporters 
say the two 
attractions have a 
huge economic 
impact on Kent 
County, by bringing 
in visitors here from 
other counties.

Donald Trump 
in Grand Rapids

10/31/16 11:00pm 1:02
Donald Trump didn't 
waste any time in 
Grand Rapids 
Monday as he 
pounced on his 
opponent Hillary 
Clinton. But Trump 
also focused his 
message on local 
issues like 
Michigan's auto 
industry. Legendary 
basketball coach 
Bobby Knight joined 
Trump on stage. 
The crowd at the 
DeltaPlex was a 
little smaller and 
less lively than what 
we saw in 
December, the last 
time a Trump rally 
was held in Grand 
Rapids.  But people 
in attendance tell us 
they feel great about 
their candidate.

Governor & the 
Election

11/1/16 6:00pm 1:45
7 days, That's how 
long we have until 
election day 
November 8th. 
During a visit to 
West Michigan 
yesterday... 
Presidential 
candidate Donald 
Trump told his 
supporter if he's 
elected, quote - 



"The long nightmare 
of jobs leaving 
Michigan will be 
coming to a very 
rapid end." Today 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills talked to 
Michigan's top 
Republican 
Governor Rick 
Snyder about the 
state of the 
economy and why 
you won't see him 
campaigning for 
Donald Trump.

Muskegon 
County Polling 

Issues

11/8/16 5:00pm 1:45
We're here in 
Muskegon Township 
unfortunately 
because a mistake 
was made right off 
the bat this morning. 
The wrong ballots 
were delivered to 
this location here, 
the Grace Christian 
Reformed in 
Muskegon Township 
and that caused all 
kinds of problems 
this morning as the 
polls opened at 
seven in the 
morning. The clerk 
here in Muskegon 
township told us 
ballots were 
switched for two 
precincts and it 
caused about thirty 
ballots to be 
rejected.

Not My 
President Rally

11/10/16 5:00pm 1:40
Now at 5:30, you’re 
voice, your vote -- 
and a lot of people 
are ticked off Donald 
Trump won on 
Tuesday night, and 
showing it. 
Demonstrators are 
holding a "Not My 
President" rally right 
now at Rosa Parks 
Circle in Grand 
Rapids, to protest 
Donald Trump's 
victory on Tuesday. 
WZZM 13's Nina 
DeSarro is there 
now, talking with 
both protestors and 
Trump supporters.  



Nina, what's the 
atmosphere like?

Ethnic 
Intimidation GR 

React

11/14/16 6:00pm 1:30
Stop it. That’s what 
President-elect 
Trump is saying to 
his supporters who 
are harassing 
minorities and other 
groups since he won 
the election. There's 
been a spike in 
cases of ethnic 
intimidation across 
the country and 
some complaints in 
West Michigan As 
well. Tonight... 
Grand Rapids 
community leaders 
say they are ready 
to respond. WZZM 
13's Nina Desarro is 
live tonight with the 
story. Nina, what's 
the reaction like 
from local minority 
groups? 

DeVos & 
Hoekstra

11/16/16 5:00pm 1:25
A West Michigan 
political activist and 
a former Michigan 
congressman are 
being named as 
possible choices for 
Donald Trump’s 
cabinet. 13's Sarah 
Sell is here with 
more on who is 
being considered.  
Sarah, who are we 
talking about?

Plaza Roosevelt 11/21/16 5:00pm 1:10
Some big changes 
are coming to 
Southwest Grand 
Rapids. Today, city 
leaders announced 
a project - they 
believe - will help 
revitalize the area. 
The new Plaza 
Roosevelt 
Development will be 
located on two city 
blocks east of 
Grandville Avenue 
between Graham 
and Franklin. WZZM 
13's Amir Abbas 
joins us now with 
more, Amir?

Lego Robotics 12/4/16 6:00am 1:40
Emotions were high 
as dozens of 4th 
through 8th graders 



but their robotics 
skills to the test 
during the annual 
"ROBO Battle of the 
Minds" competition 
taking place 
Saturday at 
Innovations High 
School in Grand 
Rapids. It's the "First 
Lego League" 
tournament that 26 
teams from several 
districts, including 
GRPS, are 
competing in. 
Organizers tell us 
several teams will 
be able to advance 
to one of the state 
tournaments. 

Grand Action 
Plan

12/5/16 6:00pm 1:52
One of the biggest 
facilities in all of 
West Michigan... 
Devos Place 
convention center... 
could look much 
different in the 
coming years. A 
study shows the 
facility needs to be 
expanded in the 
future "and" a new 
hotel is needed as 
well, to 
accommodate more 
visitors. WZZM 13's 
David Bailey is here 
now to tell us about 
the details.

Michigan 
Recount: What 

Might Have

12/12/16 5:00pm 1:00
Donald Trump wins 
Wisconsin.  Again. 
Jill Stein pushed for 
presidential 
recounts in 
Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin. Courts 
stopped the 
recounts in Michigan 
and Pennsylvania. 
Wisconsin finished 
and says there's no 
change in who won - 
Donald Trump. Back 
here at home, Legal 
experts tell our 
partner, the Detroit 
Free Press, that 
Michigan needs to 
change its election 
system to prevent 



future legal battles 
over the results. 
They're calling for 
updated voting 
equipment, better 
training for poll 
workers, and more 
of an embrace of 
early voting and 
post-election audits. 
Stein agrees.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Screenagers 10/2/16 6:00am 3:07
Raising your kids in 
the digital age can 
be challenging, 
which is why the 
Diocese of Grand 
Rapids has teamed 
up with a group 
called "Protect 
Young Eyes", to 
help parents 
navigate raising 
their kids in the 
digital world. Carol 
Glanville is the 
Director of 
Educational 
Technology for the 
Grand Rapids 
Catholic Secondary 
Schools.
She's here with 
Chris McKenna from 
"Protect Young 
Eyes". 

Muskegon 
Clown Threat

10/3/16 5:00pm 1:40
One of the latest 
concerns about 
clowns... forced 
Muskegon Public 
School 
administrators to 
lock down at least 
two schools this 
morning. WZZM 
13's Amir Abbas is 
live in Muskegon 
with what caused 
the scare there.



Kid Count Day 10/5/16 6:00am 1:15
Today is an 
important day for 
public schools 
across the state. 
Because today is 
the first of two count 
days this school 
year. It means 
parents are 
encouraged to make 
sure their kids get to 
school today.
WZZM 13's Meghan 
Bunchman is live 
outside of GRPS 
Headquarter’s with 
how important today 
is for school 
districts, Meghan? 

GR Museum 
School

10/19/16 5:00pm 1:34
Now at 5:30... The 
Grand Rapids Public 
Museum School 
now administrators 
are talking about 
expanding -- all 
because of 10-
million dollars in 
prize money. 
WZZM-13's Kamady 
Rudd tells us why 
the expansion will 
be used as a 
template for schools 
all over the country.

Hope Issues 11/10/16 6:00pm 1:36
Now to Hope 
College, where 
school leaders say 
several minority 
students were 
targeted a day after 
the election. The 
students were 
reportedly 
threatened and 
intimidated, 
according to an 
email sent to 
students from 
Hope's president. 
Today, the college's 
spokeswoman tells 
us, the incidents 
happened on 
campus and were 
related to the 
election. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad has 
that story.

Paul Mitchell 11/11/16 9:00am 6:07
Paul Mitchell 
Schools proudly 
announce the 
opening of their 



newest school, Paul 
Mitchell The School 
Grand Rapids, 
located in Grand 
Rapids. The school 
owners, along with 
Paul Mitchell 
Cofounder and CEO 
John Paul DeJoria 
and Dean of Paul 
Mitchell Schools 
Winn Claybaugh, 
will host the grand 
opening festivities 
on November 14. 
The 9,300 square-
foot building was 
designed to train up 
to 140 students at a 
time. Like all Paul 
Mitchell Schools, the 
Grand Rapids 
location will guide 
students through the 
program's three 
levels—CORE, 
ADAPTIVE, and 
CREATIVE—by 
Learning Leaders, 
training and learning 
skills as they move 
through each stage.

Thomas 
Galloway

11/14/16 5:00pm 1:40
The story behind a 
former softball 
coach accused of 
molesting one of his 
players continues to 
unfold. Now, court 
documents show 
Thomas Galloway 
had inappropriate 
relationships with 
two other minors on 
the team, according 
to Ottawa County 
prosecutors. WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad 
has been digging 
into those court 
documents...and he 
has that story.

Ethnic 
Intimidation GR 

React

11/14/16 6:00pm 1:30
Stop it. That’s what 
President-elect 
Trump is saying to 
his supporters who 
are harassing 
minorities and other 
groups since he won 
the election. There's 
been a spike in 
cases of ethnic 
intimidation across 



the country and 
some complaints in 
West Michigan, as 
well. WZZM 13's 
Nina Desarro is live 
tonight with the 
story. Nina, what's 
the reaction like 
from local minority 
groups? This comes 
after reports of 
intimidation rude 
language at some 
schools in West 
Michigan directed 
towards minorities.

GVSU Donor 11/22/16 6:00pm 1:36
When you look 
around town, you 
see names on 
buildings.  DeVos, 
Van Andel, Meijer, 
Cook, Wege.  But, 
you've never seen 
this one. WZZM 13's 
Sarah Sell 
introduces you to 
the man whose 
name will be on top 
of Grand Valley 
State University's 
newest medical 
building. This is the 
first time you'll see 
the Finkelstein 
name on a building. 
At 83, Raleigh 
thought it was time.
He'll help fund the 
expansion of 
GVSU's health 
campus. The 
expansion will allow 
GVSU to train more 
nursing and health 
professionals. Right 
now, the programs 
are maxed-out.

Betsy DeVos 
Named Ed 

Secre.

11/23/16 6:00pm 1:05
A familiar face from 
West Michigan is 
making national 
headlines.... Betsy 
Devos is likely 
headed to 
Washington D.C. to 
be in Donald 
Trump's cabinet. 
Devos was 
nominated to be 
secretary of 
education under 
Trump, suggesting 
big changes may be 



coming for our 
nation's education 
system.

Teen Vaping 
Dangers

12/1/16 5:00pm 3:00
It used to be parents 
worried about their 
teens smoking, but 
now the trend has 
moved to vaping, 
which still contains 
nicotine, can be 
addictive, not to 
mention damaging 
to the lungs. 
National statistics 
show that twice as 
many high school 
students vape 
compared to smoke 
in 2015. And it is 
now the number one 
choice among 
middle schoolers 
who are deciding 
between smoking 
and vaping. Joining 
me now to talk 
about this trend and 
the dangers of 
vaping is Libby 
Stern, a certified 
tobacco addiction 
specialist at 
Spectrum Health.

Lego Robotics 12/4/16 6:00am 1:40
Emotions were high 
as dozens of 4th 
through 8th graders 
but their robotics 
skills to the test 
during the annual 
"ROBO Battle of the 
Minds" competition 
taking place 
Saturday at 
Innovations High 
School in Grand 
Rapids. It's the "First 
Lego League" 
tournament that 26 
teams from several 
districts, including 
GRPS, are 
competing in. 
Organizers tell us 
several teams will 
be able to advance 
to one of the state 
tournaments.  

WMU Student 
Killed

12/9/16 5:00pm 1:29
Now to Kalamazoo, 
where a Western 
Michigan University 
student was 
murdered...and the 



suspects still have 
"not" been caught. 
Police found the 20-
year old man dead 
at the "Soho 700 
Apartments" near 
campus at around 
10:30 last night. 
They say he had 
been shot. Police 
say two male 
suspects ran off 
before officers 
arrived. Just 
minutes ago, the 
university released a 
statement saying 
police would like to 
question a student 
athlete at the 
school. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad has 
been speaking to 
students who live at 
the apartments...and 
he's here with more, 
Alex?


