
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

January 1, 20  

April 1, 2016  

July 1, 20  

October 1, 20  

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.

Date: June 30, 2016              



Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most actively 
addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not necessarily in 
order of importance. Other community problems and needs are noted on support 
documents attached in this report. Those documents also reflect local programs 
that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES



The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

WZZM Puppy 
Preview

4/5/16 at 5:00pm
We are getting ready for something very exciting here 
at WZZM... a new addition. I'm going to be raising a 
"Paws with a Cause" puppy that will eventually become 
a service dog for someone. Right now there is a two to 
three year wait for a service dog because there just 
aren't enough puppy raisers. I'll admit it will be tough to 
give her up in about 14 months. But knowing she is 
going to help give someone their independence is well 
worth the tears I'll shed. Tomorrow is the big day when I 
pick her up. So we needed to get ready today. I put my 
5pm producer Josh in charge of putting together her 
cage. She'll be coming with me every day to work and 
on stories, pretty much everywhere I go. Joining me 
now is Mary Blain from Paws with a cause and her 
service dog in training Wallace... I'm so excited for 
tomorrow. Let's talk about what I can expect as a puppy 
raiser. She's going to be awfully cute and while I can 
squeeze her and play with her... others won't have such 
easy access.  I'll be attending training classes with 
her... what will I, be learning. And then, there is turn in 
day in about 14 months from now. Here's a look at what 
my puppy will look like. This is one of her litter mates 
CeCe, you can see first she is content just chewing 
away, and then, getting sleepy, and then finally, well 
really relaxed and completely out! Now you may have 
noticed that we don't have a name for her yet and 
here's where you come in, you get to pick her name. 
We chose three names from a list of pre-approved 
names from Paws with a cause. She is from the "C" 
litter which is why all the names start with "C". We'll be 
choosing the name tomorrow before I pick her up. Just 
head over to the WZZM Facebook page and look for 
the name poll.

Robo Suit Walk 4/7/16 at 5:00pm
Finally this half hour... researchers are examining how 
bionic exoskeletons can help people who are paralyzed 
or recovering from strokes. The hope is this device can 
help people to get stronger... and - in some cases - 
even walk again. Army Veteran, John Caruso may 
never walk on his own but with some help, he can. 
Caruso is paralyzed from the chest down, following a 
motocross accident 6 years ago. He flipped off his bike, 
landing on his back. This robotic exo-skeleton is now 
part of Caruso’s therapy. You strap it on like a 
backpack over the body. Dr. Seema Sikka, Spinal Cord 
Injury Physician. Electrodes are lined up with the joints 
and with therapists at the controls. The robot engages 
Caruso’s leg muscles & walks for him. Research on 
these robot skeletons is still in the beginning stages. 
What they could offer people like Caruso, long term, 
ranges from simple exercise to reduced pain and 
increased bone density. For Caruso, just a few laps in a 
Hospital hallway is exhilarating. Not like being back on 



a motorcycle but a ride nonetheless. Mary Free Bed in 
Grand Rapids has a similar device. Patients are hooked 
up to a treadmill with a harness that simulates walking.  
It's shown to be quite successful with patients who are 
good candidates.

Health Seminar 4/12/16 at 5:00pm
Staying healthy can be a challenge... and if you need a 
little "inspiration" there's an event just for you this 
weekend. It's called Inspired Life GR and is focused on 
INSPIRing you to live the life you've always wanted. 
Joining me to talk more about this is my good friend 
and Doctor of naturopathic medicine... Dr. Kelly 
Hassberger from Grand Rapids Natural Health. This is 
an event that goes beyond just your physical health. 
We are excited and honored to present Grand Rapid's 
first annual two day health and wellness conference. 
InspiredLifeGR is an event for our Grand Rapids 
community to be introduced to its talented array of 
health and wellness practitioners, providing a place for 
them to be INSPIRED to transform their lives and 
become their healthiest self. Enjoy two days full of 
keynote presentations from Grand Rapids leading 
health and wellness providers, as well as two panel 
discussions, including health and wellness experts and 
entrepreneurs. Attendees will be encouraged to 
participate throughout the conference and will gain the 
knowledge they need to reach their optimal health and 
happiness. Attendees will also have access to an 
exciting group of exhibitors who will provide attendees 
the services and resources each individual needs to 
make the changes that will better their health, forever. 
Don't miss it! Cost for our 2-day conference is only 
$160! Includes nutritious breakfast and lunch both days. 
STUDENT DISCOUNT- $100- If you are a student, 
please email a copy of your student ID or proof of 
enrollment to info@inspiredlifegr.com to receive a 
student discount code for checkout.  Inspire GR is THIS 
Saturday and Sunday... April 16th-17th 8:00 AM to 4:00 
PM at Aquinas College Wege Ballroom
1607 Robinson Rd SE, Grand Rapids.

Lung Assoc. & 
Pollution

4/20/16 at 5:00pm
The American Lung Association's "State of the Air" 
report came out today, and Michigan’s results were a 
mixed bag. Meteorologist Laura Hartman joins us from 
the weather deck to break down the report. Nick, the 
"State of the Air" report comes out annually and 
addresses the levels of the two most widespread 
outdoor air pollutants... ozone and particle pollution. 
Both are considered dangerous to public health and 
can be lethal with enough exposure. Starting with 
ozone... also considered smog... the Grand Rapids 
metro area reduced its average number of days with 
unhealthy ozone levels... but still ties for the 18th most 
polluted city in the nation... and is higher on the list than 
Detroit and Chicago. The overall grade for Kent county 
is 'F'... meaning the ozone levels are still much too high. 
Most West Michigan counties also received an 'F'. 
However, Grand Rapids did rank as one of the cleanest 
cities when it comes to short-term spikes in particle 
pollution. The county received an 'A' for particle 
pollution...along with most of West Michigan. 
Nationwide... the 'State of the Air' report found 
continued improvement in air quality... but more than 
half the United States live with unhealthy levels of 



ozone and particle pollutants. Here in Michigan... the 
Lung Association is asking Governor Snyder to push 
the Clean Power Plan.

Autism Pillow 4/21/16 at 6:00pm
Parents living with an autistic child know the heartache 
of not being able to hold them... or even just snuggle 
them and read a bed time story. But now there may be 
a way for them to enjoy that quality time. WZZM 13 
health reporter Valerie Lego a product that is helping 
families.  It's called the Xorbee... and it while it may look 
like any other piece of lounging furniture... there's 
definitely something special about how this pillow chair 
affects autistic children. This is 10 year old Tyler 
Mieczkowski... He is selling his favorite product....
And he has autism. Like most children with autism, 
Tyler has trouble focusing and relating to others, with 
one exception... unlike many with autism... Tyler is a 
sensory "seeker". Bethany Mieczkowski/Tyler's mom:" 
He will hug whomever is by him" and no one ... is 
excluded... not even photojournalist Mike Powers... 
although Tyler prefers to rub his head. Now back to 
Tyler's favorite new product. The Xorbee, it's a foam 
filled canvas covered chair. Bethany 
Mieczkowski/Tyler's mom: "He just kind of sinks in and 
it kind of hugs him and calms him." And that calm 
allows the family to spend time together. Xorbee is the 
brain child of Jeremy and Ivanna Leffring... This 
Muskegon based warehouse is where the Leffrings 
make all of their Xorbees. And 100% made in Michigan. 
The one that surprised them the most though... was 
how the Xorbee chair was giving families of autistic 
children a chance to feel normal as one customer 
wrote.

Melanoma Monday 5/2/16 at 5:00pm
With the sunshine this week... more people will likely 
head outside to enjoy it. But... as doctors have said for 
years... you have to protect your skin. Today is 
Melanoma Monday... a time to check your skin for any 
signs of moles that might not look normal. WZZM 13 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego has some advice that 
could help. You know sunscreens can keep you from 
burning, but can they keep you from skin cancer? It 
might surprise you to know that researchers just 
completed the first test of sunscreen’s ability to protect 
against Melanoma. Doctors used several brands of 
SPF-30 sunscreens & they were all effective in 
protecting against Melanoma. This could lead to a new 
class of sunscreens that are manufactured as 
pharmaceuticals specifically designed to protect against 
skin cancer. So on this Melanoma Monday, give your 
skin the once over, especially if you are a man over 50 
because you have a higher risk of developing 
Melanoma than anyone else. And here’s a funny PSA 
to encourage you to do that. It’s called “Is your skin 
looking good in 2016?” And was produced by the 
American Academy of Dermatology as way to 
encourage men to check for unusual moles. In the last 
40 years, the rate of Melanoma has nearly tripled & 
continues to grow at a faster than any other form of 
cancer. If you’re concerned about a mole on your body, 
I’ve included a link to spot-skin-cancer.org on 
WZZM13.com.

 When it comes to fighting breast cancer, it's all hands 
on deck, at least it is for the men who make up the 



Pink Tie Guys 5/9/16 at 5:00pm "Pink Tie Guys". The Pink Tie Guys believe that every 
woman in their lives and in our community deserves to 
survive breast cancer. Joining me now is Jim Connor 
President and founder of the Pink Tie guys. What 
inspired you to create this organization? We're 
committed to doing what we can to defeat breast 
cancer and ensure that nothing—not the color of her 
skin, or her income, or her connections—should hinder 
any West Michigan woman from detecting breast 
cancer early and beating it. And every year you debut a 
new tie. You guys are known for throwing quite the fund 
raising party to help raise money in the fight against 
breast cancer. You've got one coming up this week. 
This year, on May 12th, we will be throwing a bash you 
won't forget at Northern Jet's hanger at the Grand 
Rapids airport. The annual Pink Tie Guys event is on 
track to be the largest independent fundraiser for breast 
cancer support in the state of Michigan. This elite invite-
only gathering brings together West Michigan's most 
prominent men in solidarity to support the women of our 
community. Thanks to the kind contributions of local 
sponsors, all of the event ticket sales are donated to the 
West Michigan Affiliate of Susan G. Komen who 
ensures that 100% of the money stays in West 
Michigan.

Mumps at Calvin 
College

5/13/16 at 5:00pm
The Kent County Health Department made that 
announcement in the last hour. And WZZM 13 Health 
Reporter Val Lego joins us from the information center 
with what this diagnosis means for students on campus. 
This is the first confirmed case of the mumps out of now 
five possible cases reported by the college and the 
Michigan Department of Community Health. And with 
this news, the Kent County Health Department is urging 
the remaining 16 unvaccinated students to get 
vaccinated. The Health department tells me Calvin 
College is offering vaccinations to those students for 
free and in the meantime they are working to keep them 
- isolated, fed, and healthy and staff will be working with 
them to proctor their exams as the school year draws to 
a close. For those students not willing to be 
vaccinated... the Health Department has strongly 
recommended to Calvin College administration they be 
excluded from all campus activities such as; attending 
classes, gathering in dining halls, attending 
extracurricular activities or attending any other public 
gathering. This is consistent with guidelines established 
by the C-D-C.

Knee Hip Pain 5/16/16 at 5:00pm
One of the fastest growing surgeries in the U-S is knee 
replacement. In fact, the C-D-C just released a study 
that found knee replacement surgeries have nearly 
doubled in the last 10 years. Joining me now to talk 
about the five myths of knee replacement surgery is Dr. 
Christopher Sherry, an Orthopedic Surgeon at 
Spectrum Health Medical Group. Myth #1 if you're 
under 50 you're too young to have a joint replaced. 
Myth #2 Knee replacement joints wear out in 10 years. 
(Truth, tech is getting better equaling better longevity.)
Myth #3 Say goodbye to sports after a joint 
replacement. Joint replacement means highly invasive 
surgery and a lengthy hospital stay, Truth... we've cut it 
down with more minimally invasive techniques. You 
should wait as long as possible before having a joint 



replaced. You've got a free seminar coming up for 
those who have questions about whether or not they 
should have knee replacement surgery. Less Pain. 
Greater Possibilities. At Calvin College, Prince 
Conference Center, 1800 East Beltline Ave. SE in 
Grand Rapids on Tuesday, May 17, 7-8:30 p.m. Pre-
registration is required and I've included those details 
for you on WZZM13.com

Epipen Follow up 6/3/16 at 5:00pm 
Other news now, the long battle for local firefighters to 
carry a life-saving treatment could be nearing an end. In 
February - our "Watchdog team" began questioning 
why state protocols do not allow some firefighters to 
carry Epipens for treating allergic reactions. Just weeks 
after our story aired, state leaders proposed changes to 
those protocols. WZZM 13 Watchdog Alex Shabad 
spoke to a local fire chief who's been waiting for 
approval from the state for two years. Earlier this 
year...our Watchdog team began asking state leaders 
why firefighters...who are certified "medical first 
responders"...are not allowed to carry Epipens. Despite 
the fact...that teachers *can use them. To highlight that 
point...we introduced you to Chuck Weaver...who nearly 
died from an allergic reaction after being stung by bees.  
And responding firefighters did not have Epipens to 
help. After our story aired, the state released a draft of 
updated protocols...to medical control boards...and 
other agencies to review. The deadline to comment...on 
the proposed changes, ended on Tuesday. If the 
proposed changes are approved...each county's 
medical control authority or MCA... will decide whether 
to adopt the new protocols.

Ronald McDonald 
House 

6/7/16 at 5:00pm
Finally this half hour, The Ronald McDonald house of 
Western Michigan offers a "home away from home" for 
families, whose children are receiving medical 
treatment at local hospitals. Recently, wzzm-13's 
Jennifer Pascua was able to get a sneak peek at the 
renovations happening there. 

Men & Testosterone 6/8/16 at 5:00pm
It's men's health month... a time to make sure our men 
make that appointment for their annual physical and 
help them make a list of questions for them to ask. One 
of the things your guy might be interested in is his 
testosterone levels. There's been a lot of hype around 
decreases in testosterone for men. Joining me now to 
help sort the myths from the facts is Dr. John Ludlow 
with Western Michigan Urological Associates. What is 
low testosterone and what are the symptoms? What 
causes it and who is most at risk? What should you 
look for when seeking care? How is it detected & 
treated? Testosterone - Myths & Facts for the public at 
Holland Hospital, Thursday, June 9, 6-7pm Register 
online at hollandhospital.org, or call (616) 394-3344. 

FFL Mammogram 6/13/16 at 5:00pm
Its 13 Friends For Life day and that means it's time to 
get in touch with your friend for life and remind them to 
know their normal. That includes everything from self-
breast exams... to family history... to yearly 
mammograms. There has been a lot of conflicting 
information lately about mammograms... when to get 
them and what to do if you have dense breasts.  Joining 
me to help sort through that information is Dr. Mark 
Hass a Radiologist with Mercy Health Muskegon He will 
be discussing Breast Density. Who should get a 
screening mammogram? Why get a screening 



mammogram? What are the limitations of screening 
mammography? If I have dense breasts, should I still 
get a screening mammogram? If I have a new breast 
symptom such as a mass or skin redness, should I rely 
on a negative screening mammogram to address my 
symptoms? What is 3D mammography? 3D 
mammography, or tomosynthesis, is a newer technique 
that has been shown to be more accurate in the 
screening setting.  The 3D mammography nearly 
identical to a digital mammogram except that the 
information provided to the radiologist allows for 
evaluation of the breast in thin sections to increase 
sensitivity and specificity and decrease patient call 
back. At Mercy Health Comprehensive Breast Center, it 
is offered to all of our screening patients.  There may be 
a small out of pocket fee if your insurance company 
does not yet pay for it. 

Stand up for a Cure 6/21/16 at 5:00pm
With all of the water in West Michigan why not use it for 
a fundraiser? That's what Susan G. Komen Michigan is 
doing again this year. Their annual Stand Up for A Cure 
was so successful last year they are doing it again. 
Joining me now to talk more about how you can get 
involved in this Stand Up Paddleboarding fundraising 
event are Shawn Taylor and Bob Lukens with Komen 
Michigan. This is one of your most popular fundraisers 
and the best part is that you don't have to have a stand 
up paddleboard to participate. There are also other 
activities all day long on the beach like free breast 
exams. Get a free breast cancer examination with the 
friendly doctors and nurses. But probably the best part 
is that the money raised goes to help women right here 
in West Michigan when it comes to breast cancer 
screening. Every $125 we raise for Komen Michigan 
enables an uninsured local woman to receive her 
breast exam which may save her life! Let's talk about 
the when and where. Harbour Towne Beach in 
Muskegon on Saturday July 9th 8a registration. I have 
the link for registration and more information on Stand 
Up For A Cure for on wzzm13.com.

HIV Testing 6/27/16 at 5:00pm
What was once the most deadly virus in the United 
States is now treatable! Incidents of H-I-V continue to 
decrease according to the Center For Disease Control 
however ~ one in 8 people who are H-I-V positive still 
don't know it. Today is National H-I-V testing day and all 
this week the Kent County Health Department will be 
offering free testing. Joining me now to talk more about 
this is April Hight, the public health program supervisor 
for the health department. One of the biggest concerns 
is that because you can now "appear" to live a normal 
life with H-I-V many younger adults are not concerned 
about protecting themselves from it. We feel it is crucial 
that people know their status to help stop the spread of 
a disease that can still be fatal. While treatments and 
outcomes for patients have changed in the past 
decades so have attitudes about the importance of 
testing. What's involved in the testing? I think we need 
to stress that it is confidential. How soon do you get 
your results? The Kent County Health Department will 
be offering free testing this week.  It will take place at 
two locations -- the Fuller Clinic in Grand Rapids and 
the South clinic in Kentwood. Both sites are open from 
8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. today through Wednesday and 



also on Friday. You do not need to make an 
appointment. I've included more information for you on 
wzzm13.com.

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 
Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories. 

Program Date Time Duration Description

Simply Straight 4/28/16 5:00pm 2:14
Many women with 
curly or wavy hair, 
like to change things 
up and straighten 
their hair-- or just 
make their straight 
hair look smooth 
and sleek. There are 
many hair 
straightening tools -- 
but Simply Straight 
claims you can 
simply brush your 
way to straight hair. 
WZZM-13's Lauren 
Stanton gets some 
help putting it to the 
test in this week's 
Try It Before You 
Buy It.

Spray Perfect 6/30/16 5:00pm 1:55
Ladies are always 
looking for the best 
nail polish or 
manicure option. 
And now there's a 
nail polish that goes 
on like spray paint. It 
sticks to your nails 
but washes off your 
hands. WZZM 13's 
Lauren Stanton and 
Jennifer Pascua put 
"Spray Perfect" to 
the test in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It.

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered:



Program Date Time Duration Description

Bruggink New 
Charges

4/4/16 5:00pm 1:35
First at five... just 
days after Ryan 
Bruggink's sexual 
assault trial ended... 
prosecutors file a 
new set of charges. 
A judge arraigned 
the former Grand 
Rapids Police officer 
today... and this 
time... what he faces 
is linked to child 
pornography. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
spent today going 
through court records 
in this case... and he 
joins us from the 
information center 
with what he found.

Roy Schmidt 
Marijuana

4/5/16 6:00pm 2:30
Off the top tonight, a 
former state 
lawmaker from 
Grand Rapids is 
going to jail. A judge 
ordered Roy Schmidt 
to serve 45 days on 
a drug charge. In 
court today, Schmidt 
apologized to the 
judge and asked him 
to consider his 20 
years of public 
service in his 
sentencing. Schmidt 
is a former Grand 
Rapids City 
Commissioner and 
State 
Representative. He 
pled no contest in 
January to a charge 
of manufacturing 
Marijuana. Today... 
the judge said he 
should be held to a 
higher standard, and 
sent him to jail. 

Predators 
Caught

4/13/16 5:00pm 1:30
A man’s effort to 
expose on-line child 
predators has 
resulted in the 
arrests of seven men 
who responded to a 
“Craigslist” post 
offering sex. He met 
separately with the 
suspects recording 
the meetings, which 



he turned over to 
police. WZZM 13’s 
John Hogan in is the 
Information Center 
with more.

Church 
Vandalism

4/18/16 5:00pm 1:45
A lakeshore pastor 
says vandals created 
chaos inside his 
church over the 
weekend, and "his", 
wasn't the only 
church targeted. The 
vandalism was found 
and two Ottawa 
County churches, 
about nine miles 
apart. And only a few 
miles from 
Hudsonville. 
Investigators think 
the two cases are 
connected. The 
pastor at 
"Georgetown 
Protestant Reformed 
Church", says once 
the suspects broke 
in, they sprayed the 
fire extinguisher on 
seats, threw bibles 
on the ground, and 
even lit one on fire. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is in Ottawa 
County with that 
story.

Burt Preliminary 4/20/16 5:00pm 2:01
One man is charged, 
and another is in 
custody in 
connection with a 
murder outside 
'Sam's Drink All' in 
Muskegon.  
Prosecutors confirm 
20-year-old 
JaylanTraviss of 
Muskegon Heights 
was arrested this 
morning in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Traviss is one of two 
men police say were 
involved in the 
murder of 23 year old 
Charles Cuti earlier 
this month. 
Detectives believe 
Traviss is the one 
who shot Cuti. All of 
this comes as the 
second man, 22-
year-old Corey Burt, 



appeared in court 
face charges. 
WZZM13's Jon Mills 
has more now from 
Muskegon County.

GRCC Suspect 
Arraigned 

5/2/16 5:00pm 1:35
First at five... a 
murder suspect's 
confession... outlined 
in newly released 
court documents. 
Today... court 
records show 19 
year-old Marcus 
Bivens admitted to 
killing Jeanne 
Huntoon at Grand 
Rapids Community 
College over the 
weekend. This 
comes, as this 
morning... a judge 
denied bond to 
Bivens... during his 
video arraignment.   
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is in the 
information center 
with the latest 
developments...Alex?

Vigilante 
Follow-up

5/4/16 5:00pm 1:15
Now to a developing 
story in Grand 
Rapids. The Kent 
County Prosecutor is 
telling the man who 
videotapes his 
encounters with 
alleged sexual 
predators, to "stop". 
The prosecutor says 
it's simply too 
dangerous. WZZM 
13's Greg Ghering is 
in the Information 
Center now with 
more. Juliet, 
Prosecutor Bill 
Forsyth sent 23 year 
old, Zach Sweers a 
letter telling him to 
stop posing as a 
child, online to catch 
the predators. 
Sweers would 
arrange a meeting 
with the men... and 
when they arrived he 
would video tape the 
confrontation to be 
used as evidence 
against them.
She was only 34 
years old and her 



Jeanne Huntoon 
Service

5/7/16 11:00pm 1:25 death is being called 
a random act of 
violence. Good 
evening, I'm Amir 
Abbas. Jeanne 
Huntoon was killed 
last weekend on the 
campus of Grand 
Rapids Community 
College. While her 
Friends and family 
cope with their loss, 
they are grasping on 
to all of the good she 
brought into the 
world. WZZM 13's 
Meghan Bunchman 
has their celebration 
of Jeanne's life. The 
man who admitted to 
killing Huntoon is 
being held on an 
open murder charge. 

Ronald Williams 
Prelim.

5/11/16 5:00pm 1:45
We know new details 
about the murder of 
Bobbie Maples.  
 Earlier this year, 
Investigators found 
her body, buried in a 
horse corral just a 
few miles from 
Whitehall. Today the 
man accused of 
killing Maples was in 
court. WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills has more 
from the Hall of 
Justice in Muskegon, 
where a preliminary 
hearing was held this 
afternoon.

Willis Latest 5/19/16 5:00pm 1:30
Thomas Willis's silver 
van had a secret 
compartment 
containing syringes 
filled with an 
unknown liquid, 
handcuffs and rope.  
In court Wednesday 
prosecutors told the 
judge the van was 
designed not just to 
kidnap but to take 
sexual advantage of 
women. The liquid 
the syringes is being 
tested.  The judge 
was told it could be a 
sedative.
Willis's is being held 
by himself inside the 
Muskegon County 



Jail.  His bond is at 
$1 million dollars. 
Investigators 
continue to work to 
see if Willis is 
connected to Jessica 
Heeringa and 
Rebekah Bletsch.  
No connections so 
far have been found.  

Missing Teen 5/25/16 6:00pm 1:25
Investigators here in 
Ottawa County have 
spent countless 
hours investigating 
this case. Back in 
October of 2013, A 
14-year old boy didn't 
come home from 
school.  The 
investigation led 
police from Grand 
Rapids, to California, 
to Japan.  To this 
day, the boy's father, 
still hasn't seen his 
son". On October 
10th of 2013, 14-year 
old Austin Wesmaas 
was living with his 
father in Jenison. 
Investigators here 
have been able to 
get confirmation from 
the Japanese 
government that 
Austin is safe in 
Japan.

Willis Case: 
Cousin Talks

6/2/16 5:00pm 2:00
First at five: a cousin 
of murder and 
kidnapping suspect 
Jeffrey Willis says it 
doesn't look good. 
She fears he may 
have committed the 
crimes he's been 
charged with but also 
holds out hope that 
he didn't. WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills has been 
covering this case 
since breaking it 
more than two-weeks 
ago when police 
began searching 
Willis's home. He has 
more from the 
Muskegon County 
Hall of Justice.

Jenison Ponzi 6/7/16 5:00pm 1:00 
A Jenison man, who 
filed for bankruptcy is 
accused of running a 
"1-point-5" million 



dollar Ponzi scheme 
that targeted elderly 
clients. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan is in the 
information center 
with more. Scott 
Rookus ran a 
financial holding 
company in Ottawa 
County but instead of 
investing money for 
clients, he used 
funds to pay debts 
and to send his kids 
to private schools. 

Kentwood 
Shooting

6/14/16 12:00pm 1:30
But first, new 
information about the 
man killed yesterday 
in a shooting with 
Kentwood police. It 
started with a bank 
robbery at A-T-L 
Federal Credit Union 
in Wyoming, and 
ended in a deadly 
exchange of gunfire 
with police at an 
apartment complex in 
Kentwood. WZZM 
13's John Hogan is in 
the information 
center with more on 
the man killed, and 
his history with 
police. 

Willis Case: 
Bluhm Charged

6/20/16 5:00pm 1:45
In Norton Shores, a 
man is charged for 
lying to police, in 
connection with the 
Jeffrey Willis case. 
Willis is charged with 
the attempted 
kidnapping of a 
teenage girl "and" the 
murder of Rebecca 
Bletsch.  WZZM13'S 
Jon Mills tells us 
what happened 
today in court.

Newaygo 
Murder Charges

6/23/16 5:00pm 1:30
In Newaygo County... 
the wife of a man 
found dead in his 
home in May of 2015 
is now charged with 
his murder. Glenna 
Duram was arraigned 
today on a charge of 
first degree murder... 
for killing her 
husband Martin 
Duram. WZZM's 
John Hogan joins us 



from the information 
center with more. 

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 2nd quarter of 2016.

Program Date Time Duration Description

MIM: Display 
Cases

4/4/16 6:00pm 1:45
A Muskegon 
company is in 
grocery stores and 
supermarkets 
around the world. If 
they are doing their 
job you won't even 
notice them. WZZM 
13 Steve Zaagman 
visits a world leader 
in food display 
cases... made right 
here in Michigan. 
Muskegon at 
Structural Concepts, 
they don't make the 
products in the 
case, but makes the 
case themselves. 

MI GOP 
Convention 

4/8/16 5:00pm 2:00
The next 24 hours 
will be very 
important in politics 
in the state of 
Michigan. 
Republican 
delegates to the 
national convention 
will be chosen in 
Lansing, and that 
will have an impact 
on what happens in 
the presidential 
race. WZZM13's d
David Bailey joins 
us now to explain 
what's happening 
and why everybody 
isn't going to be 
happy.

Mich LGBT 
Bathrooms

4/12/16 5:00pm 1:30
The Michigan State 
Board of Education 
is working to create 
a safe and 
supportive learning 
environment for L-
G-B-T students. But 
not everyone is 
supportive of the 
proposed changes. 



Today the state 
board allowed public 
comment and 
WZZM 13 Steve 
Zaagman was on 
hand to hear what 
the public had to 
say. The volunteer 
guidelines address 
things like how a 
school should 
protect LGBT 
students from 
harassment, what 
pronouns and 
names should be 
used, and even 
bathroom and dress 
code policies.    

Newaygo 
Solicitation 

Arrest

4/18/16 5:00pm 1:35
We begin with a 
developing story 
from Newaygo 
County. Within the 
past hour we 
learned an elected 
official there is being 
charged with several 
crimes. Michigan 
State Police say the 
county's surveyor 
was arrested today. 
WZZM 13's David 
Bailey joins us from 
the Information 
Center with what he 
knows about the 
situation.

Grand Rapids 
VS. Flint

4/19/16 6:00am 1:01
A new look at a 
decades old study is 
showing why Grand 
Rapids has escaped 
many of the 
economic doldrums 
another Michigan 
city has faced. It's a 
story we bring you 
this morning from 
our partners at the 
Grand Rapids 
Business Journal. 
The original study 
dates back to 1946, 
and compares six 
cities around the U-
S based on their 
individual business 
environments. The 
study paired Grand 
Rapids with Flint-- 
and contrasted GR's 
basis on small and 
medium sized 



businesses... with 
Flint's dependence 
on a single big 
business, General 
Motors.

Great Lakes 
Shipping Co.

5/2/16 5:00pm 1:35
The owners of a 
well-known Grand 
Rapids restaurant 
are announcing they 
are closing. "The 
Great Lakes 
Shipping Company" 
has been open for 
over four decades. 
WZZM 13'S Amir 
Abbas joins us now 
live with more, 
Amir? 

Local Trump 
Reax.

5/4/16 5:00pm 1:08
So now that Donald 
Trump stands alone, 
what do local 
supporters of Ted 
Cruz and John 
Kasich do now?  
WZZM 13's David 
Bailey is here now 
to tell us why there 
are still a lot of 
questions. We've 
confirmed in the last 
hour that convention 
delegates from 
Michigan will still be 
tied to Donald 
Trump, John Kasich 
and Ted Cruz at 
least until the 
California primary in 
June. Republican 
National 
Committeeman 
Dave Agema is 
locked into being a 
Ted Cruz delegate 
at the National 
Convention but says 
he will support 
Donald Trump in the 
November election.

Michigan BOE 
Bathroom 

Debate

5/10/16 5:00pm 1:25
In Lansing today the 
State Board of 
Education held a 
public hearing on its 
proposed policy to 
allow Transgender 
students choose the 
bathroom and locker 
rooms they feel 
most comfortable in. 
Today several 
republican 
lawmakers urged 



the school board to 
put the brakes on 
the policy 
recommendation. 
The decision to 
adopt the policy is 
left up to individual 
school districts.  
Hundreds showed 
up to share their 
opinion on the issue, 
both for and against.    

Murica Beer 5/12/16 5:00pm 1:37
From "America" to 
"Murica". That's 
what "Saugatuck 
Brewing" called a 
new beer as part of 
an online marketing 
campaign... after 
Budweiser's 
announcement. The 
idea took off on 
social media... with 
thousands of views 
on Facebook... and 
"even" requests for 
the beer from 
around the country. 
But today...the local 
brewery is clearing 
up confusion, saying 
"Murica" is not a 
"real" beer... just a 
fun marketing idea. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad talked to the 
people who came 
up with the idea. 

Salaried 
Overtime

5/18/16 5:00pm 1:05
New rules on 
"overtime" could 
mean more money 
for four million 
Americans. And 
more than 100 
thousand, of those 
people work in 
Michigan. WZZM 
13's Greg Ghering 
has more on the 
policy change... and 
who's affected. The 
Obama 
administration today 
announced the new 
rules on overtime 
pay for salaried 
workers. 

Synder: Gas 
State of 

Emergency

5/24/16 5:00pm .50 & .40
With just days 
before the holiday 
weekend... 
Governor Snyder 
declares a state of 



energy emergency 
in Michigan... First 
at five... the 
declaration comes 
after a fuel pipeline 
shutdown in 
Wisconsin.   WZZM 
13's Amir Abbas 
joins us live with 
what this declaration 
means for your... 
Amir?

Kingma’s in Ada 6/1/16 5:00pm 1:25
The first big retailer 
has announced it's 
moving into the 
redesigned village of 
Ada. WZZM 13's 
Sarah Sell is in the 
Information Center 
with the details. For 
those who live in 
that area, it's 
exciting news.  A 
popular market in 
Grand Rapids, has 
announced it's 
building a second 
store in Ada 
Township. 

Newaygo 
Investigation

6/6/16 5:00pm 1:55
Breaking news 
tonight: two of the 
top leaders within 
the Newaygo 
County Sheriff's 
office are off the job. 
We've learned the 
county's 
undersheriff is 
resigning... and at 
the same time, 
another deputy is 
suspended and 
under investigation. 
WZZM 13's 
watchdog David 
Bailey broke the 
news on twitter 
earlier this 
afternoon. He joins 
us now to tell us 
what he knows. We 
are learning today a 
Supervisor at the 
Newaygo County 
Sheriff's Office, 
Chad Palmiter is 
suspended from his 
job, as an 
investigation begins 
to determine 
whether the deputy 
broke election laws 



regarding "on-duty" 
political activity.    

White Cloud 
Streetlights

6/14/16 5:00pm 1:30
For the first time in 
six years... the city 
of White Cloud is 
turning its residential 
street lights "back 
on". The city turned 
off the lights during 
the recent 
recession, to save 
money... a move 
that angered many 
in the community for 
years. WZZM 13's 
watchdog reporter, 
David Bailey is here 
now to tell us why 
the city changed 
course. 

Switch Vote 6/23/16 5:00pm .35
Kent County 
Commissioners 
have decided to 
make a data storage 
company "exempt" 
from two specific 
taxes. The 
commission 
unanimously 
approved 
Renaissance Zone 
status for "Switch"... 
which is moving into 
the former 
Steelcase Pyramid. 
That means the 
company would be 
exempt from paying 
state sales and use 
taxes on equipment 
used for data 
storage. The Gaines 
Township Board and 
the Michigan 
Economic 
Development 
Corporation still 
need to approve the 
Renaissance Zone 
designation.  A 
company executive 
says 150 Michigan 
contractors are 
preparing the site to 
be operational by 
the end of the year.

Proposed GR 
High Rise

6/23/16 5:00pm .25
A Portage developer 
wants to build, what 
could be, the new 
tallest building in 
downtown Grand 
Rapids. Our partner, 



the Grand Rapids 
Business Journal, 
reports the Hinman 
Company has 
submitted plans for 
a 42-story, 418-foot 
tall building at 10 
Ionia Northwest. 
Right now that site 
is a parking lot. The 
first 11 floors would 
be used as a hotel... 
with the rest 
developed as 
residential space. A 
public hearing on 
the proposal will 
happen next month.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Young Children 
Conference

4/1/16 5:00pm .30 & .20
Thousands of 
teachers have come 
to West Michigan to 
learn the latest 
techniques to better 
educate young 
children. The 
Michigan Association 
for the Education of 
Young Children's 
conference is 
happening at the 
Amway Grand Plaza 
hotel. Around two-
thousand educators 
will get the most up to 
date research and 
training with new 
tools... such as 
dramatic play, child 
development, and 
classroom 
management. It's an 
effort to help give 
children a strong 
learning foundation at 
a young age. 

GVSU’s First 
Female Athletic 

Director

4/7/16 5:00pm 1:50
Grand Valley State 
University made 
school history today, 
by naming its first 
female Athletic 
Director. The 



University announced 
Keri Becker will take 
over for Tim Selgo, 
who will retire later 
this year. Becker is a 
Saginaw State 
graduate and has 
played a variety of 
roles in college 
athletics... most 
recently as G-V-S-U's 
Associate Athletic 
Director. WZZM 13 
Sports Director Jamal 
Spencer was in 
Allendale today for 
the announcement, 
he joins us now with 
what Becker told him 
after the ceremony. 

Newaygo 
Promise

4/11/16 5:00pm 1:15
Students in Newaygo 
County have the 
chance to attend 
college, tuition free. 
WZZM 13's Greg 
Ghering is in the 
information center 
with details on 
Michigan's newest 
"promise zone." The 
"Newaygo County 
promise" is a 
scholarship program 
modeled after the 
Kalamazoo Promise. 
It provides money for 
tuition, book costs 
and fees. Students in 
six districts will be 
eligible for the 
assistance. They are 
Newaygo, Grant, 
Fremont, Hesperia, 
White Cloud and Big 
Jackson. Leaders say 
the program is a 
powerful tool to take 
charge of their 
economic future.

Mich LGBIT 
Bathrooms

4/12/16 5:00pm 1:30
The Michigan State 
Board of Education is 
working to create a 
safe and supportive 
learning environment 
for L-G-B-T students. 
But not everyone is 
supportive of the 
proposed changes. 
Today the state 
board allowed public 
comment and WZZM 
13 Steve Zaagman 



was on hand to hear 
what the public had 
to say. The volunteer 
guidelines address 
things like how a 
school should protect 
LGBT students from 
harassment, what 
pronouns and names 
should be used, and 
even bathroom and 
dress code policies.    

State of the 
Schools

4/20/16 5:00am 2:00
Moving to Grand 
Rapids where school 
Superintendent, 
Theresa Weatherall 
Neal says there's a 
lot for G-R-P-S to be 
proud of. But there 
are also a number of 
challenges ahead. 
WZZM 13's Amir 
Abbas tells us about 
some of those 
challenges... 
including a new 
contract for teachers.

GRCC Suspect 
Arraigned 

5/2/16 5:00pm 1:35
First at five... a 
murder suspect's 
confession... outlined 
in newly released 
court documents. 
Today... court 
records show 19 
year-old Marcus 
Bivens admitted to 
killing Jeanne 
Huntoon at Grand 
Rapids Community 
College over the 
weekend. This 
comes, as this 
morning... a judge 
denied bond to 
Bivens... during his 
video arraignment.   
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is in the 
information center 
with the latest 
developments...Alex? 

Ellington 
Problems

5/11/16 11:00pm 3:29
Ellington Academy 
began operating as a 
full-time charter 
school in Grand 
Rapids in 20-12. 
They have around 
200 students and a 
little more than 20 
teachers. The school 
focuses on the arts 
but teachers say 



problems at the 
school are hurting 
that focus. Tonight, 
those teachers are 
speaking out about 
their concerns. 
WZZM13'sAmirAbbas 
joins us now with 
more, Amir?  

Armed Forces 
Luncheon

5/13/16 12:00pm 1:21
Students from more 
than 50 schools 
across West 
Michigan are joining 
business leaders to 
celebrate local 
members of the 
Armed Forces – past, 
present and future – 
during the 1st Annual 
West Michigan 
Armed Forces 
Thanksgiving 
Appreciation 
Luncheon at the 
Amway Grand Plaza. 
More than 100 
military members will 
be in attendance for 
this first of its kind 
event aimed at 
strengthening 
awareness and 
dialogue on the 
contributions our 
military personnel 
have made and 
continue to make on 
behalf of their 
families, their friends 
and their country. 
Special guest, retired 
Navy Admiral and 
former Commander 
of U.S. Special 
Operations Eric T. 
Olson will provide the 
keynote address 
during the event.

Rockford Supt. 
& LGBT

5/16/15 5:00pm 1:35
At least one West 
Michigan 
"Superintendent of 
schools" is asking 
someone to apply 
"common sense" to 
the issue of which 
lavatory and locker 
room, transgender 
students can and 
should use. Rockford 
School 
Superintendent, Mike 
Shibler is asking 



state and federal 
lawmakers for help 
and guidance. WZZM 
13's Phil Dawson is 
here with Dr. 
Shibler's concerns.

School Lunches 5/19/16 5:00pm 2:30
A bill that could lower 
the number of 
students receiving 
free and reduced-
price meals at 
school... has moved 
forward in 
Washington. It's a 
cost-cutting measure 
that would scale back 
the number of 
schools where all 
students get meals 
for free or for a 
reduced cost. Phillip 
Greene, the director 
of Food and Nutrition 
services at Grand 
Rapids public schools 
joins us now. 

My Fav. 
Teacher: 

Vanderlaan

6/9/16 5:00pm 3:20
We're here featuring 
Julie Vanderlaan. 
Julie does not know 
we are here. Hi, I'm 
Brent Ashcroft WZZM 
13 and you are on TV 
right now and you 
have been selected 
as the June my 
favorite teacher 
award, initial 
thoughts? Rebeca 
here is the person 
who nominated you 
and she has a few 
words she'd 
like to share with you. 
Miss Vanderlaan is 
the most well 
rounded person I've 
ever met. Not only
is she a great 
academic teacher but 
she is also a life 
lessons teacher. 

School Shooting 
Threat Sentence

6/13/16 5:00pm .30
A high school student 
who told children at a 
Kentwood bus stop of 
his plans to "commit 
a shooting at the 
school'', appeared in 
court for sentencing 
today. David Sneed 
was sentenced to 90 
days in jail and put on 
probation for three 



years for making a 
false report or threat 
of terrorism.
The 18-year-old 
made the threat last 
November against 
Grand River 
Preparatory High 
School. If Sneed 
stays out of trouble 
while on probation, 
his criminal 
conviction will be 
expunged.

Muskegon 
Heights Step 

Band

6/17/16 11:00pm 1:30 
A campaign is under 
way to bring back the 
highly regarded 
Muskegon Heights 
High School high 
stepping marching 
band. The heights 
high stepping band 
stopped marching a 
few years ago after 
an emergency 
manager took over 
the deeply in debt 
district. WZZM 13's 
Phil Dawson is here 
to tell us who is 
behind the effort to 
bring back the band. 

Grandville 
Bullying

6/20/16 6:00pm 2:00
Some parents are 
expected to attend 
tonight's school 
board meeting in 
Grandville, to express 
concerns about 
bullying. The issue 
has been a topic of 
conversation recently 
on social media. 
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell is live in the 
information center 
with the story. The 
subject of bullying 
has been in the news 
recently, starting with 
a young girl who 
called in a bomb 
threat, and said she 
did it because she 
was being bullied.
Most recently, 
another case has 
come to light that 
involves two former 
friends at the high 
school.
A local university is 
offering some of their 



GVSU Lost Tax 
Forms

6/21/16 Noon .38 employees free 
identity protection, 
after losing a box 
containing tax 
information -- 
including social 
security numbers. 
Some Grand Valley 
State University 
employees received 
a letter explaining 
that the City of Grand 
Rapids notified the 
school that a box 
containing a disk of 
tax information hadn't 
arrived. That disk 
included employees' 
social security 
numbers and 
addresses. The letter 
says after an 
extensive search, no 
one has found the 
box.


