
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

 

July 1, 2016

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.

Date: September 30, 2016               



Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most actively 
addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not necessarily in 
order of importance. Other community problems and needs are noted on support 
documents attached in this report. Those documents also reflect local programs 
that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES



The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

  
Med. Min. Sunscreen 7/6/16 at 5:00pm 

Summer is here and many of us are heading to the 
beach with our sunscreen. But WZZM 13 Health 
Reporter, Valerie Lego tells us why that bottle of 
Sunscreen may not provide the protection you think it 
does. Sunscreen for many of us, applying it is the first 
step in a sun-soaked summer day on the beach. But 
today, new research suggests that while many popular 
sunscreens may work fine on dry land, their 
effectiveness could decrease dramatically once you 
sweat or hit the water. Researchers at Northwestern 
University looked at Amozon.com and picked out the 
most highly rated sunscreens among consumers. They 
examined these products to see if they met all of the 
American Academy of Dermatology’s guidelines for 
these products. While most of the products met the bar 
for SPF & broad spectrum coverage, nearly 1 in 3 fell 
short when it came to being waterproof & sweat proof. 
The big problem for swimmers and those who prefer to 
be active on the beach. So when you’re out shopping 
for sunscreen, be sure to look at the label. Find the 
products that not only have SPF 30 or over and broad 
spectrum protection but also those that hold up against 
water and sweat and remember to reapply.

Teen Breast 
Reduction

7/8/16 at 5:00pm
As a young teenage girl... one of the things you 
anticipate is developing your figure. But when that 
process grows out of control, it can take its toll on a 
young girl emotionally and physically. Recently Modern 
Family's Ariel Winter spoke openly about her breast 
reduction saying they were ostracizing and painful. She 
even bared her scares on the red carpet. Saying she 
was proud of her decision to have the surgery. Now one 
West Michigan girl is sharing her story of breast 
reduction surgery so that others like her don't have to 
suffer. Mariah: "It just started getting huge by the time I 
was 14 I was like a C cup." And by the time Mariah 
Sorensen was 18, she was almost a "J" cup. Mariah: 
"My chest just kept getting bigger and bigger and I had 
a lot of back pain and some kids would make fun of 
me." And that's what worried her mother Makenna: "I 
worried because I knew it was going to be hard on her."
Mariah: "I wanted to be a normal teenager. I wanted to 
be able to wear cute little dresses. And cute bathing 
suits. Stuff I couldn't wear. I had to wear like plus sized 
clothes." So last November during her senior year... 
Mariah decided it was time for breast reduction surgery.
That's where pediatric plastic surgeon Dr. John Girotto 
comes in. Dr. John Girotto/pastic surgeon: "It's much 
more uncommon in children and requires a 
multidisciplinary approach rather than just a trip to your 
plastic surgeon." After meeting with Mariah he 
determined she was a perfect candidate for reduction 
surgery. But that also meant there was a lot of planning 



to do as well. Dr. Girotto:"Taking care of children 
specifically kids there's lots that's gonna change. 
Dr. Girotto says about 20 girls like Mariah come 
through Helen DeVos Children's hospital in need of 
breast reduction surgery because of back pain... 
headaches... rashes and the emotional pain associated 
with over grown breasts. And that decision was made 
after careful consideration of how much more Mariah 
may grow, gain or lose weight, and even possibly have 
children. Dr. Girotto: "For the science of breast 
reduction surgery your height your weight shows you 
how much would be an appropriate reduction to give 
you good symptom relief." Mariah's mother says she 
could almost instantly see the change in her daughter 
after the surgery. All things many young girls take for 
granted but for Mariah are now priceless. 

Meningitis Vaccine 7/15/16 at 5:00pm
Earlier this week we told you about the Central 
Michigan teen who contracted Meningitis and is 
currently on life support. Her symptoms escalated 
quickly and that brought concerns from viewers about 
kids headed back to college. College kids are at a 
higher risk on contracting meningitis because of their 
close contact with eacher which is why it's 
recommended college students get vaccinated. Joining 
me now to talk about meningitis and the vaccine is 
Mary Wisinksi with the Kent County Health Department. 
First there are two different types of meningitis bacterial 
and viral. Let's talk about the differences. A new 
vaccine came out in 2014. Which strain of meningitis 
does that protect from? Which vaccine do you 
recommend for young adults?  Thanks so much for 
joining us Mary.

Kent County: 
Mosquito Trapping

7/21/16 at 5:00pm
Kent County health workers are kicking off their 
summer campaign to catch mosquitoes. WZZM 13 
health reporter Valerie Lego is here to tell us about this 
effort to prevent us from getting illnesses carried by the 
bugs. The Kent County Health Department runs this 
program every year... between July and the beginning 
of September. And the key to it is a trap, containing a 
concoction county workers call "stink water." The health 
department provided this video of the traps in action. 
They're placed in ten geographically spaced 
neighborhoods in the Grand Rapids area. Female 
mosquitoes are lured in by a foul smelling liquid... that 
the insects love. Once they're inside, a vacuum sucks in 
the bugs. Workers then collect the mosquitoes and take 
them to their lab to test them for the viruses like West 
Nile and Zika.

LYH Alternative 
Therapy

8/1/16 at 6:00pm
Waiting until you have a heart attack isn't the time to 
start taking care of your heart. One group of doctors 
say it should start years before there's ever a problem. 
WZZM 13 Health reporter Valerie Lego joins us with a 
new medical approach to loving Love Your Heart.  It's a 
growing trend in medicine, taking a more natural and 
wholistic approach that can include everything from 
detoxes, to supplements and meditation. That will 
hopefully help to prevent a heart attack from ever even 
happening. There's a growing movement in the United 
States towards more holistic health care. In fact 35% of 
Americans now incorporate some form of alternative 
medicine into their health and disease management 
according to the National Center for Complementary 



and Integrative Health. That trend is good news for 
naturopathic doctor Kelly Hassberger. And Hassberger 
is taking it one step further at her Grand Rapids Natural 
Health practice by collaborating with an integrative 
cardiologist. Dr. David Johnson says he was drawn to 
integrative cardiology after 10 years ago after noticing a 
trend in his patients. And that journey brought him to 
Grand Rapids Natural health where patients can move 
from managing their disease to healing from it.  Dr. 
Johnson's looks at three components when it comes to 
the treatment of cardiac patients, lifestyle, detoxing, and 
meditation. Sometimes supplements are used to help 
the detoxification process so the body can begin 
healing. Each patient’s therapy plan is different... but 
they all have the same goal. To make them whole 
again. It's another way for you to love your heart. 
Unfortunately insurance does not cover this type of 
medical treatment. But practitioners encourage you to 
think of it as an investment in your health. The hope is 
that in the future insurance companies may be more 
willing to consider covering naturalpathic medical 
treatments.

Brain & Pain 8/2/16 at 5:00pm
Back pain is the single most common physical condition 
for which patients visit their doctor. However, you 
probably wouldn't go to a psychologist when it comes to 
getting rid of the pain. Dr. Sylvia Malcore from 
Spectrum Health Medical Group's Spine & Pain 
Management Center is here to tell us how psychology 
may help you with back pain. What is the role of 
psychology in pain management? Mind-body 
relationship – People often think of pain as only a 
physical sensation. However, anyone who has chronic 
pain can tell you it impacts more than just their physical 
body. Chronic pain often impacts multiple areas of a 
person's life, such as their family, work life, and 
emotions. Just as you would expect to follow with your 
physician for specific interventions you may work with a 
psychologist on other tools. What kind of treatment do 
you do? I use Cognitive-behavioral Therapy (CBT) to 
treat my patients.  Cognitive-behavioral therapy focuses 
on the way people think and their actions and how this 
impacts how they feel. CBT is an evidence based 
treatment for a variety of mental health concerns, 
including helping patients to cope with their chronic 
pain. What can patients with chronic pain expect when 
working with a psychologist? Together we will identify 
potentially unhelpful thoughts and behaviors that may 
impact your function with chronic pain. When people 
have chronic pain their behaviors can be impacted 
when trying to manage pain and psychologists are 
experts on behaviors. This may include avoidance of 
activities due to fears of pain, or inconsistent activity 
patterns that lead to flare-ups. May also work with 
patient on skills such as relaxation, behavioral skills for 
your sleep which is often disrupted with pain, 
communication with providers and family, addressing 
mental health symptoms which can make pain worse. 
What does the Spine & Pain Management Center offer 
for patients? We offer a comprehensive, 
interdisciplinary program in West Michigan with the 
entire care team together in one location. Our expertise 
allows successful treatment of a diverse range of spinal 



conditions, including the most complex. 

Sex & Millennials 8/9/16 at 5:00pm
It's not the most comfortable topic to talk about... but 
there's a surprising new study on sex and young adults. 
WZZM 13 Health reporter Valerie Lego takes a look at 
what this study found. That millennials aren't have as 
much sex as the generations before them. And this 
statistic has sparked quite the conversation on social 
media. You probably saw it cross your newsfeed on 
Facebook... the lates study on Millennials that found 
their not having as much sex as their parents. The 
study which was just published in the Archives of 
Sexual behavior looked at the sexual partners of over 
33,000 people in three different age groups. What they 
found was that not only did millennials have the 
smallest number of partners... but one in three have 
never had sex at all. Sexiologist, Dr. Megan Stubbs 
believes the fact that many millennials still live at home, 
and are very career focused are contributing to the shift 
in the importance of sex for young adults. And it may 
also signal an even bigger change... separating self-
worth from sexual activity. Stubbs believes it also 
shows that millennials would rather wait to have sex 
with someone they really care about. And other 
therapists say it could be that the increasing lax 
attitudes about premarital sex seem dated and no 
longer "taboo". In the 60's and 70's it was shocking... 
today it's something mom and dad used to do.

Thallium Guy Update 8/17/16 at 6:00pm
Investigators are still trying to figure out how a man 
became critically ill with Thallium poisoning. The toxic 
metal was banned in the 1970's. WZZM 13's Sarah Sell 
is live in the information center with the latest. This 
remains a mystery. After searching the man's home and 
his workplace, investigators say they have not been 
able to determine where the Thallium came from. The 
Calhoun County Sheriff's Department continues to work 
with the Health Department to find the source. We first 
told you about 41-year old Steven Anderson yesterday.  
He was in critical condition suffering from rare Thallium 
poisoning. Investigators say the toxic metal could have 
come from old stockpiles of rat poisoning or meth 
production. Today, investigators say they did not find 
any signs of meth making at Anderson's home... and no 
signs of Thallium at his workplace. Thallium is a heavy 
metal that was once used in rat poisoning and banned 
in the 70's because it was too toxic for household use.  
It's also been called the "poisoner's poison" because it's 
tasteless and odorless. Anderson is being treated with 
Prussian Blue, a chemical known to combat the effects 
of Thallium...and only obtained through stockpiles at the 
CDC. Anderson remains at Bronson Hospital in Battle 
Creek... and investigators say his condition is 
improving.  They hoped to get more information from 
him today, about the possible source of the poison.

School 
Immunizations

8/23/16 at 5:00pm
The countdown to the start of school has begun and 
you are more likely checking things off your "to do" list. 
One thing you need to make sure you get done are 
your child's immunizations. Joining me now is Mary 
Wisinski the Immunization program director for the Kent 
County Health Department. Mary let's first remind 
parents about the new system in place for those who 
want to opt out of immunizations. What immunizations 
are needed for kids who are in the pre-teen and teen, 



year’s. It seems sometimes as kids get older parents 
can miss the boosters they might need. And even 
though you child might be headed off to college... there 
are still some boosters and vaccines they might need. 
There are several different types of meningitis vaccines. 
How do you know which ones your child should get? 
Thanks for joining us Mary... good reminder that health 
is just as important as a new pair of shoes when it 
comes to heading back to school.

LYH Dissolvable 
Stent

9/1/16 at 6:00pm
It's been a standard in heart care for nearly 40 years. 
The stent helps open clogged arteries and prevent 
heart attacks. But the life saving device recently got an 
upgrade. The F-D-A recently approved a new 
"dissolvable" stent. WZZM 13 Health Reporter, Valerie 
Lego, visited Borgess Heart Institute in Kalamazoo, the 
first in West Michigan to use the new stent... to see how 
it works. After several days in and out of the hospital 
Carla Cook learned she had a 60% blockage in one of 
her arteries... and she would need a heart stent. Dr. 
Timothy Fischell a cardiologist at Borgess Heart 
Institute thought Carla would be a perfect candidate for 
this. A new dissolvable stent that can actually improve 
the health of the artery. Here's a look at before and 
after pictures of the stent as it dissolved over 5 years. 
Dr. Fischell and the Borgess Heart Institute participated 
in the study that found this new stent had even more 
benefits. The biodegradable stent is made out of a 
polymer called P-L-L-A. Here's what the molecule looks 
like. It’s biocompatible, meaning it doesn't cause 
inflammation and dissolves through natural absorption 
in the body. It's also very strong. Fortunately for Carla... 
she's already on the way to getting back to enjoying her 
27 grandchildren.

Paralyzed Artist 9/8/16 at 6:00pm
We are just about two weeks away from the beginning 
of ArtPrize 8 and artists are already starting to work on 
their pieces in and around Grand Rapids. Tonight we 
are already getting a preview of some of the art and 
one of the artists. WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie 
Lego introduces us to one artist who is using his art as 
a way to heal from an injury that left him paralyzed. 
Brian Delozier broke two bones in his neck. One went 
into his spinal cord, paralyzing him. It took Brian a few 
years but he finally found something that he could have 
a passion about again. Otherwise known as pointillism. 
Left with very little mobility in his hands, Brian grips 
different colored makers & slowly creates his art. His 
Artprize 8 entry “Dot Nation” is a timeline of his life from 
his paralyzing accident until now. Dot Nation took more 
than a year to complete and this is the largest piece of 
art, Brian ever created. It was a test of not physical but 
mental strength. Until the last dot was placed and now 
this part of his journey is complete. And brought him a 
new appreciation for what your mind is capable of, even 
if your body isn’t. Brian is from Reading, Pennsylvania 
and plans to stay in Grand Rapids throughout all of 
ArtPrize 8. His piece "Dot Nation" is on display at 99 
Monroe.

Melatonin & Breast 
Cancer

9/13/16 at 6:00pm
It's "13 Friends For Life day" time to make sure your 
friend for life knows her normal and that means 
everything from mammograms to family history to just 
knowing what's normal for you. And getting a good 
night's sleep! Recently Juliet you mentioned a study 



from Michigan State University you came across that 
may have found a link between melatonin and breast 
cancer. I looked into it and here's what I found. AHHHH 
sleep... it does a body good! Especially when it comes 
to breast cancer. Now a new study by Michigan State 
University Researchers has found a link between lower 
levels of melatonin hich are produced by the brain 
during sleep and breast cancer. Dr. Judy Smith, chief 
oncologist with Spectrum Health is familiar with the 
MSU study and says this the first step in finding out if 
there is a connection between melatonin and breast 
cancer. But that doesn't mean you should run out and 
stock up on melatonin. DR. SMITH:" We really don't 
have any ability to show what we want to show, which 
is Melatonin, as a pill can help you decrease your risk 
of cancer. But sleep we think truly can."  Because it's 
been proven that sleep helps give you a strong immune 
system.  So Dr. Judy has one word of advice. DR. 
SMITH: "The key here is not to go out and buy pills but 
to go to sleep.”

Carfentanil & Heroin 9/15/16 at 5:00pm
We start this half hour with the discovery of deadly new 
drug in Kent County. It’s being put in Heroin and it's 
already caused hundreds of deaths across the country. 
WZZM 13's Sarah Sell is live in the information center 
right now with more. We all saw the picture of this 
couple slouched over in their vehicle, while a four year 
old sat in the back. The couple was under the influence 
of Carfentanyl... an elephant tranquilizer, now being put 
into Heroin. Today, the Kent County Sheriff's 
Department says that same drug has made its way to 
Michigan. There has been at least one death and two 
other cases of the drug being found inside someone's 
home. Carfentanyl is used primarily as an elephant 
tranquilizer.  But most recently, Heroin dealers have 
been adding to regular heroin, to give users a bigger 
high.  Problem is, it's so powerful, it is killing people 
moments after they take it.  

Pad Seminar 9/27/16 at 5:00pm
Do you consistently have painful cramping in your hip, 
thigh or calf muscles after walking or climbing stairs? 
Leg numbness or weakness or cold feet? Those are 
just some of the symptoms of Peripheral Artery Disease 
or P-A-D. It affects nearly 9 million Americans. 
Unfortunately many don't realize they have it and 
without a diagnosis it could lead to amputation. Joining 
me to talk more about P-A-D and a free screening is Dr. 
Fadi Saab an endovascular interventionalist from Metro 
Health Hospital. Let's talk about how P-A-D relates to 
cardiovascular disease. What are the risk factors? Why 
is it important to catch and treat PAD? You've got a free 
screening coming up what's involved in that? The 
screenings, which involve taking a person's blood 
pressure in the arms and ankles, are painless and take 
about 30 minutes. If you're interested in a free P-A-D 
screening it's this Saturday, October 1 from 8 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. at Metro Health Hospital. However space is 
limited and registration is required. And I've got 
information on how to do that on wzzm13.com



Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 
Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Lamzac 
Inflatable 
Lounger

7/21/16 6:30am 2:38
Maybe you’ve seen 
the inflatable air 
lounger. They look 
like chairs you blow 
up but you just 
swoop air into them 
& walah! It’s like a 
hammock with to 
need tor trees. 
Lauren put “Lamzac, 
the original Air 
Lounger to the test 
in our beech week, 
Try it Before You 
Buy it.

Clever Cutter 8/11/16 6:00am 1:40
I'm here at the 
Fulton Street 
Farmers Market with 
Sous Chef Bryan 
Nader from Mercy 
Health... and Bryan 
is helping me with a 
Try It Before You 
Buy It Today on the 
Clever Cutter.

Deluxe Corn 
Stripper

8/25/16 6:00am 2:57
Sweet corn is in 
season right now... 
and you might have 
a whole lot of it at 
your house, maybe 
waiting to be put in 
the freezer.  Well, 
this gadget right 
here might be 
something worth 
looking into.

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description

South Haven 
Beach Violence

7/4/16 5:00pm 1:30
Police say fights, 
alcohol, and drugs 
prompted the 
evacuation of a 
popular beach last 



night. It happened 
on North Shore 
Beach just off 
Lakeshore Drive in 
South Haven.
WZZM 13'S Sarah 
Sell is live in the 
information center 
with more.

Berrien 
Courthouse 
Shooting

7/11/16 5:00pm 1:45
We begin with 
breaking news out 
of southwest 
Michigan... and a 
deadly shooting at 
the Berrien County 
Courthouse. First at 
five: three people 
are dead. TWO 
COURT BALIFFS 
AND the alleged 
gunman. Two others 
were injured... one 
is a sheriff's deputy. 
First at five: three 
people are dead. 
TWO COURT 
BALIFFS AND the 
alleged gunman. 
Two others were 
injured... one is a 
sheriff's deputy. It 
happened around 
2:30 this afternoon 
at the Berrien 
County Courthouse 
in downtown St. 
Joseph. 13's Amir 
Abbas is live in St. 
Joseph with the very 
latest.

Donald Spice 
Sentencing

7/13/16 5:00pm 1:40
The man who killed 
his girlfriend and set 
her body on fire 
inside a car along-
side the freeway 
appeared in court 
for sentencing 
today. Prosecutors 
say Donald Spice 
took out an 
insurance policy on 
Lori Vargas before 
he killed her last 
November.
WZZM's John 
Hogan joins us from 
the information 
center with more. A 
Kent County jury 
deliberated about 90 
minutes before 
finding Spice guilty 



of felony murder and 
mutilation of a body.

Bank Robbery 
Investigation

7/21/16 5:00pm 1:20
Wyoming Police are 
still looking for the 
man who robbed a 
5th-3rd bank 
yesterday afternoon. 
WZZM 13's 
Information Center 
is in the information 
center...with the 
latest. Officer’s say 
the man demanded 
cash from a teller 
and got away with 
the money. At one 
point, he was seen 
fleeing on a bicycle, 
which police have 
since, recovered.

Wyoming Bus 
Murder 

Sentencing

8/3/16 5:00pm 1:05
Two teenagers 
convicted for their 
roles in a deadly bus 
stop shooting in 
Wyoming appeared 
in court for 
sentencing today. 
The victim, 17-year-
old Isaiah Blue, was 
shot several times 
as he tried to flee a 
robbery. A jury last 
month convicted 19-
year-old Mitchell 
Savickas of felony 
murder. His co-
defendant, 17-year 
old Daniel 
Benavides, pleaded 
guilty to second-
degree murder. 
WZZM's John 
Hogan attended 
today's sentencing 
and joins us from 
the Information 
Center with more. 
The courtroom was 
packed with friends 
and family of the 
young victim, a 
Kelloggsville High 
School student.

Ionia Baby 
Thrown

8/9/16 6:00pm 1:30
The woman who 
was babysitting 
eight-month old, 
Thomas was 
formally charged in 
court this morning. 
Officers arrested 
Autumn Skuse 
yesterday. 



Investigators say 
she initially told 
them the child had 
fallen. 

Ceiling Woman 8/11/16 5:00pm 1:00
A woman who 
missed a court 
appearance two 
weeks ago because 
she was crawling 
through a 
courthouse ceiling 
returned for 
sentencing today.
Jessica Cato 
removed ceiling tiles 
in a second-floor 
bathroom trying to 
get away from 
deputies. It was 
short-lived. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
has more from the 
information center.

Norton Shore 
Murder

8/16/16 5:00pm 1:45
First at Five: police 
are still searching 
for answers today 
after a murder in 
Norton Shores. It 
happened at a home 
on Sherman 
Boulevard, across 
the street from the 
Mercy Health 
campus. WZZM 13's 
Amir Abbas is live 
with more on who 
was killed.

GVSU Sex 
Assault

8/29/16 5:00pm 1:18
First at five... new 
information about 
two reported sexual 
assaults near Grand 
Valley State 
University. 
Students received 
phone alerts over 
the weekend, just 
before the start of 
school today.
Investigators say the 
first incident 
happened late 
Friday night... and 
the second one... 
about an hour or two 
later. Now, we're 
learning that the 
same suspect may 
be responsible for 
both alleged crimes. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is in the 
information center 



with the latest on the 
investigation...Alex?

Muskegon 
Homicide

9/5/16 5:00pm 1:30
First at Five: 
disturbing details 
are emerging about 
the Muskegon man 
who reportedly 
confessed to a 
deadly attack on his 
girlfriend. 22-year 
old Barbara Dailey 
died at a Muskegon 
hospital last night 
from injuries to her 
head and throat.  
Neighbors and jail 
records indicate the 
man accused of 
Dailey's murder is 
29-year old Joshua 
Salyers. He's 
expected to appear 
in court tomorrow. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills is live in 
Muskegon with what 
police say happened 
and what a neighbor 
captured on video.  

1970 Murder 
Case

9/13/16 6:00pm 1:39
It has been 46 years 
since the death of 
this woman, Shelley 
Speet Mills was 
stabbed and killed in 
Grand Rapids' 
Heritage Hill district. 
Her murder remains 
unsolved. A local 
filmmaker is drawing 
attention to the 
case, with a new 
documentary that 
premieres tomorrow. 
Tonight, he talks 
with WZZM-13's 
Sarah Sell.

Heeringa Willis 
Charges

9/20/16 5:00pm 1:01
We'll have more on 
that later, but first, 
we're following a 
developing story in 
Muskegon County.   
Accused killer 
Jeffrey Willis is now 
facing more 
charges, this time 
for the kidnapping 
and murder of a 
convenience store 
clerk. Jessica 
Heeringa 
disappeared in April 
of 2013 from a gas 



station on Sternberg 
Drive in Norton 
Shores. We have 
team coverage of 
today's 
developments 
including reaction 
from the family of 
another of Willis' 
alleged victims. But 
we begin with 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills with the 
investigators who 
cracked the case.

GVSU Rape 9/23/16 6:00pm 1:40
We begin with a 
safety alert out of 
Allendale, where 
authorities are 
investigating 
another sexual near 
the GVSU Campus. 
Authorities say the 
most recent one 
happened last night 
as a young woman 
was walking near 48 
West Apartments. 
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson is live now 
with details on what 
happened... and the 
response from the 
University.

Holland Child 
Porn Case

9/27/16 5:00pm 1:02
Now to the 
unexpected break in 
a child pornography 
case in Holland. 
Investigators say a 
man sexually 
abused an 11-year-
old girl, recording it 
on his cell phone 
and they say an 
employee at a cell 
phone service store 
made the discovery. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad has more.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 3rd quarter of 2016.

Program Date Time Duration Description

The owner of a 
downtown Grand 



Donut Shop 
Closes

7/8/16 12:00pm 1:48 Rapids donut shop 
says homeless 
people and high 
crime have driven 
him out of business. 
According to a 
Facebook post... 
Propaganda Donuts 
closed last week 
because of the 
growing number of 
homeless and 
disadvantaged 
people outside the 
store. WZZM 13's 
Phil Dawson talked 
to the owner of the 
store about some of 
the problems he 
faced.

What is RNC? 7/18/16 5:00pm 1.35
Michigan has 59 
delegates at the 
Republican 
Convention, divided 
among the 
candidates who took 
part in the state's 
presidential primary 
in March. WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad 
talked to a local 
republican leader 
about how the 
convention process 
works.  Hi Alex. I 
talked to the G-O-P 
chairman for 
Michigan's Second 
Congressional 
District. And he tells 
me the national 
convention is about 
everything from 
setting a political 
agenda... to 
socializing.

Embridge Oil 
Spill Fines

7/20/16 5:00pm 1:45
In other news, six 
years after a 
massive oil spill that 
polluted the land 
and water of the 
Kalamazoo River 
valley, the company 
operating the 
ruptured pipeline is 
paying a fine to the 
federal government. 
Federal prosecutors 
and Enbridge today 
announced a 177-
million dollar 
settlement. People 



who live along the 
river say... a lot has 
changed since that 
spill in 2010. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell is in 
the information 
center with the 
details.

Future of the 
Highlands

7/26/16 5:00pm 1:35
A golf course that's 
been part of the 
Grand Rapids west 
side for more than 
100-years, could 
have a different look 
beginning next year. 
The Highlands Golf 
Course, just off 
Leonard Street, is 
being sold to a local 
developer. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell 
talked with the 
current owner and is 
in the information 
center with the 
details.

GR Restaurant 
Employment

8/2/16 5:00pm 1:20
As more and more 
restaurant pop up in 
West Michigan, it's 
getting tougher to 
find qualified people 
to fill those jobs. 
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell is live in the 
information center 
with the story. 
Sarah? This could 
be true in many 
areas of business. 
The experienced 
people are already 
taken and 
companies have to 
do more, to keep 
them. In this case, 
we focused on the 
restaurant business.  
The demand is 
going up... while the 
talent pool remains 
the same.  

Sappy Property 
Announcement

8/3/16 5:00pm 2:00
Developers 
announce their 
plans to remake a 
large part of the 
waterfront in 
Muskegon Lake, at 
the site of the now 
demolished Sappi 
Paper Mill. It will be 
mixed-use 
development, 



including homes, 
shops, and park-
space. 
Representatives 
with an investor 
group called "Pure 
Muskegon"... held a 
news conference 
this afternoon to 
reveal their 
transformation of the 
120-acre site along 
Lakeshore Drive. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills is live in 
Muskegon with 
what's in store for 
the property.

MIM: Ice Cream 8/17/16 6:00pm 2:00
A West Michigan 
man who purchased 
an ice cream truck, 
is turning it into a 
successful business. 
We like to feature 
products that are 
made right here in 
Michigan. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell 
shows us how one 
local business, is 
turning ice cream 
bars, into gourmet 
treats.

GR High Rise 
Plans 

8/17/16 5:00pm 1:30
If approved... it will 
become the tallest 
building in Grand 
Rapids. A 40 story 
tower is proposed 
for the heart of 
downtown... near 
Ionia and Fulton. 
Today... the city's 
historic preservation 
is taking another 
look at the proposal. 
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson is there to 
see what happens. 

Food Trucks 8/24/16 11:00pm 1:20
Could Grand Rapids 
new food truck 
ordinance affect 
business at 
downtown 
restaurants...  we'll 
hear from both 
sides. Scott Luecht 
would know, he's 
the owner/operator 
of Two Scott's 
Barbecue in Grand 
Rapids. He 
understands why 



some restaurant 
owners are 
concerned about 
food trucks in the 
city. But Grand 
Rapids city 
commission has a 
plan in place to 
prevent that.  On 
Tuesday a 7 to zero 
vote will allow food 
trucks in certain 
areas around the 
city such as Rosa 
Parks Circle and 
Calder Plaza.  Food 
truck operators must 
have a license and 
be approved by the 
board of health.

BIO Digester 
Hearing

9/6/16 6:00pm 1:30
The owners of a 
Biodigester in Lowell 
say they have hired 
one of the "best" 
engineers available, 
to address a foul 
odor drifting into a 
nearby 
neighborhood. The 
facility turns farm 
waste "and" grease 
from restaurants into 
renewable energy.  
Residents are 
expecting a 
progress report at 
tonight's city council 
meeting. WZZM 
13's Phil Dawson is 
live in Lowell right 
now with a preview.

Muskegon TWP 
Business Mad

9/12/16 6:00pm 2:02
Some Muskegon 
Township business 
owners are meeting 
with township 
leaders tonight, to 
discuss the 
township's non-
permanent sign 
ordinance. A 
number of business 
owners are asking 
the ordinance be 
relaxed. WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills has this 
preview of what will 
be discussed.

Allendale 
Update

9/13/16 6:00pm 1:45
A recent 13 
watchdog team 
investigation is 
getting the attention 
of lawmakers in 



Lansing. Legislation 
was just introduced 
in the house of 
representatives to 
try to make our 
government more 
transparent. WZZM 
13's Watchdog 
Reporter, David 
Bailey joins us now 
to explain what's 
new in his 
investigation.

Holland Snow 
Melt Expansion

9/19/16 5:00pm 1:45
The city of Holland 
is expanding its 
snowmelt system 
out of its downtown 
area. Leaders are 
now extending the 
system into 
neighborhoods. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is in Ottawa 
County, looking into 
the cost... and 
impact.

Mercy Health 
Expansion

9/19/16 6:00pm 1:30
We begin tonight 
with what is believed 
to be the single 
largest construction 
project "ever" in 
Muskegon County. 
Tomorrow Mercy 
Health will break 
ground on a 271 
million dollar 
construction project 
at East Sherman 
Boulevard and U-S 
31. The facility will 
have 267 beds and 
is scheduled to open 
in 2-thousand-19. 
Tonight, WZZM 13's 
Jon mills has more 
on how this massive 
development will 
impact other 
businesses in the 
area.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need. 

Program Date Time Duration Description

I'm live at Rosa 



Rockford Kids 
Triathlon

7/5/16 5:00pm 3:00 Parks Circle, where 
tonight a 
community swing 
dance... a "Dance 
for Unity" Party is 
celebrating love for 
all. Another event 
that'll bring families 
together this 
weekend the 12th 
annual Rockford 
Area Kids Triathlon 
will take place at 
Rockford High 
School. Joining us 
to talk about the 
event is Lt. Kevin 
Sweeney, one of 
the organizers. Tell 
us about some of 
the events. 
Children, ages two 
to 17 are invited to 
take part in the 
competition that 
features swimming, 
biking & running. 
The distances are 
based on the 
athlete’s ages. Law 
Enforcement 
officers are 
volunteers at the 
Triathlon.

GVSU Student 
in Nice

7/15/16 5:00pm
 

1:40
A group of students 
and faculty from 
Grand Valley State 
University got 
caught in the 
middle of it all in 
France.
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell is live in the 
information center 
with that part of the 
story. Sarah? It 
was a scary night 
for the group of 18 
students and 2 
faculty members 
who were eating at 
a restaurant, 
getting ready to 
watch the fireworks 
in Nice (Neece) 
France.

Hundreds 
Protest Violence 

Against 

7/17/16 9:00am 1:57
Ever since the 
shooting incidents 
in Minnesota, 
Louisiana and 
Dallas, police-
community 



Minorities relations have 
been a hot button 
topic. That's why a 
group of high 
school students 
organized a peace 
rally in Grand 
Rapids... but not 
everyone was on 
board with the 
idea. WZZM 13's, 
Meghan Bunchman 
explains. 

GRPD Youth 
Police Academy

7/19/16 5:00pm 1:38
A police officer in 
Kansas City, 
Kansas has died... 
after being shot 
today by a group of 
people. Following 
the recent violence 
directed toward 
police, we wanted 
to see how this is 
affecting young 
people, who 
eventually want to 
enter law 
enforcement 
careers.
The Grand Rapids 
Police Department 
has its "youth 
academy" going on 
this week. 
Today, WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad asked 
some of those 
students if the 
violence is making 
them think twice.

Trainer Nude 
Pix

7/19/16 6:00pm 1:29
The 27-year old 
Grand Rapids man 
was an employee 
of Spectrum 
Health.  The 
charges are related 
to two adult clients.
But, investigators 
are also looking 
into whether there 
were any victims at 
a local high school, 
where he has been 
the athletic trainer 
since 2013. Justin 
Greenlaw has been 
the athletic trainer 
for the Kent City 
School district for 2 
1/2 years. 
Superintendent 
Mike Weiler says 



the charges 
against him, are 
disturbing to hear.

Wyoming Bus 
Murder 

Sentencing

8/3/16 5:00pm 1:05
Two teenagers 
convicted for their 
roles in a deadly 
bus stop shooting 
in Wyoming 
appeared in court 
for sentencing 
today. The victim, 
17-year-old Isaiah 
Blue, was shot 
several times as he 
tried to flee a 
robbery. A jury last 
month convicted 
19-year-old 
Mitchell Savickas 
of felony murder. 
His co-defendant, 
17-year old Daniel 
Benavides, 
pleaded guilty to 
second-degree 
murder. WZZM's 
John Hogan 
attended today's 
sentencing and 
joins us from the 
information center 
with more. The 
courtroom was 
packed with friends 
and family of the 
young victim, a 
Kelloggsville High 
School student. 

School Anxiety 8/15/16 5:00pm 3:00
We are about two 
weeks away from 
the start of school 
and while you 
might be busy 
doing back to 
school shopping 
and getting 
everyone back on 
a normal schedule, 
there's one thing 
that should also be 
on the list. 
Checking in to 
make sure your 
child isn't having 
any back to school 
anxiety. Joining me 
now with some 
advice on how to 
do that is Dr. 
Adelle Cadieux, a 
pediatric 
psychologist with 



Helen DeVos 
Children's Hospital. 
What steps can 
parents take to 
reduce fear? 

Muskegon Area 
Low Performing 

School

8/17/16 5:00pm 1:41
And today top 
administrators at 
the two lakeshore 
districts with 
schools the state 
considers failing.... 
met with those who 
will decide which 
school will close. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills has more 
from Muskegon 
County.

Holland First 
Day

8/24/16 6:00am 2:30
Most West 
Michigan students 
have another two 
weeks to enjoy 
summer vacation, 
but it's back to 
class for kids in the 
Holland District.   
Holland Schools is 
among a growing 
number that are 
now starting 
*before* Labor 
Day. WZZM 13's 
Angela 
Cunningham is live 
the High School 
where students will 
be showing up in 
just a few hours. 
Angela?

GVSU Sex 
Assaults

8/29/16 5:00pm 1:18
First at five... new 
information about 
two reported 
sexual assaults 
near Grand Valley 
State University. 
Students received 
phone alerts over 
the weekend, just 
before the start of 
school today.
Investigators say 
the first incident 
happened late 
Friday night... and 
the second one... 
about an hour or 
two later. 
Now, we're 
learning that the 
same suspect may 
be responsible for 
both alleged 



crimes. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad is in 
the information 
center with the 
latest on the 
investigation, Alex?

Muskegon 
Superintendent 

on Failing 
Schools

9/1/16 5:00pm 1:40
Michigan education 
leaders this 
morning released 
the list of schools 
performing in the 
bottom five percent 
academically in 
2015... based on 
the state's new M-
STEP test. WZZM 
13's David Bailey 
talked to one West 
Michigan 
superintendent 
about one of his 
schools placing in 
the bottom five 
percent. He's in the 
Information Center 
with more.

Kenowa Hills 
Schools

9/5/16 6:00pm 1:30
If they haven’t 
already, just about 
all students in West 
Michigan will start 
school tomorrow, 
except for Kenowa 
Hills high and 
middle school 
students. WZZM 
13's Phil Dawson is 
at the middle 
school to explain 
why.

Grand Rapids 
Museum School 
Wins 10 Million

9/15/16 4:00am 1:47
The Grand Rapids 
Public Museum 
School will soon 
have a new 
learning 
environment for its 
students. The 
school was 
awarded a 10 
million dollar grant 
by the "X-Q Super 
School project". 
WZZM13's Phil 
Dawson explains 
why the museum 
school was 
chosen.

Artprize Set 9/20/16 5:00pm 3:13
As we mentioned... 
we're here at the 
Ford Presidential 
Museum... where 
we will be 
broadcasting our 



morning and 
evening newscasts 
during ArtPrize. We 
built this art-
themed set with the 
help of Custer, and 
students at the 
Kendall College of 
Art and Design.   
Here's a look at 
how the set came 
together... and the 
people who built it. 

GVSU Rape 9/23/16 6:00pm 1:40
We begin with a 
safety alert out of 
Allendale.... where 
authorities are 
investigating 
another sexual 
near the GVSU 
Campus. 
Authorities say the 
most recent one 
happened last 
night as a young 
woman was 
walking near 48 
West Apartments. 
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson is live now 
with details on 
what happened... 
and the response 
from the University.


