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Quarterly Issues/Programs List
“Morning Edition and All Things Considered”

(July, August, September 2013)

General

7/1 BULGER CHECK-IN/Boeri Debriefw: [6:15 AM IN STUDIO TAPING] We'll take stock of 
the 'Whitey' Bulger trial ... and preview testimony to come.

7/1 BULGER FBI/Boeri: An emotional last day of testimony from former FBI supervisor John 
Morris, who apologized to relatives of those allegedly killed by 'Whitey' Bulger:

7/1 BULGER LATEST/Khalid: [IF YOU AIR IT, PLS COVER NPR VERSION W/BUR 
VERSION] How the Bulger prosecution is relying on witnesses who've made 'deals'...in exchange for 
their testimony.

7/3 JULY 4TH SECURITY/Becker: We report on heightened security prep for Boston's Fourth of 
July celebration:

7/4 ESPLANADE SECURITY/Bever: Concerns over the increased use of surveillance cameras for 
this year's Independence Day celebrations.

7/8 BULGER WEEK-AHEAD/Boeri Debrief: [6:15 AM IN STUDIO] We preview the testimony 
of another key witness in the 'Whitey' Bulger trial -- former associate Kevin Weeks.

7/8 BOERI BULGER DEBRIEF/Becker: ATC-M08A
Deb speaks with David Boeri about the first day of testimony by Kevin Weeks in the trial of Whitey 
Bulger.

7/9 BULGER CONFIDANT/Khalid: An update on the 'Whitey' Bulger trial...as his onetime "right 
hand man" starts testifying against him.

7/9 BOERI BULGER-WEEKS DRAMA/Becker:ATC-T09A
Deb speaks with David Boeri about today's expletive-filled exchange between James 
"Whitey" Bulger and his former associate, Kevin Weeks, during Bulger's trial.

7/10 TSARNAEV DEFENSE 2-WAY/Tritico: [6:15 PHONER] We speak with a 
defense attorney about the arraignment of Boston Marathon bombing suspect 
Dzokhar Tsarnaev Wednesday afternoon.

7/10 BULGER WEEKS/Boeri:  NWS-W10B DUR  5:46 TOTAL DUR 6:24   Bulger 
protege Kevin Weeks was back on the stand yesterday, describing murders alleged to 
have been committed by Jimmy Bulger.
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7/10 PILGRIM PLANT/Gellerman:  NWS-W10A   DUR  8:30   TOTAL DUR  8:49. It was a year 
ago,  May 29 that the NRC renewed the aging nuclear plant’s operating license for 20 years.  In recent 
weeks, 10 people have been arrested at the plant, 13 area towns have voted to shut the plant down, 
there was a fire at the plant and the NRC says operators are not qualified to run the plant.  Now, as 
Pilgrim finally begins dry casking  highly radioactive waste in hi tech tombs on site, State Senate Pres. 
Murray is calling on the feds to take the stuff to a permanent burial site as promised…and  paid for.   

7/10 TSARNAEV ARRAIGNMENT DEBRIEF ***LIVE***/Brown-Gellerman
Steve speaks LIVE with Bruce Gellerman from federal court, about this afternoon's arraignment of 
Dzokhar Tsarnaev, the alleged Boston Marathon bomber.

7/11 TSARNAEV IN COURT/Becker: Marathon bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev [jo-HAR' 
tsa-NY'-ev] pleads not guilty to all charges. We report on what happened at his first court appearance...

7/11 TSARNAEV SIDEBAR/Gellerman: ...and we report on reaction among victims and family 
members:

7/11 BULGER TRIAL/Khalid: ATC-R11B
Asma Khalid super spot on today's testimony in the Whitey Bulger trial.

7/15 BULGER/Boeri Debrief:  [6:35 AM IN STUDIO DEBRIEF...2-WAY] The impact of 'Whitey' 
Bulger's trial on his family.

7/15 ZIMMERMAN VERDICT REAX/Bever: Reaction in Boston...to the Zimmerman verdict.

7/17 FAIRMOUNT LATEST/Gellerman superspot:ATC-W17B
The Dorchester four corners stop on the Fairmount commuter rail line officially opened today, 
bringing more transit equity to a community long denied access to rapid transit.

7/18 BULGER FLEMMI PREVIEW/Oakes debrief with Boeri: NWS-R18D Previewing the 
testimony of long-time alleged Bulger crime partner Stephen "The Rifleman" Flemmi.

7/18 REFORMIST PRIEST SPEAKS/Thys feature: NWS-R18C Last night reformist Austrian 
Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. Helmut Schüller,  spoke at the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Dedham, having been banned from a Catholic Church -- and any archdiocesan property -- by Cardinal 
Sean O'Malley.

7/18 MA 54th DESCENDANT/Thys: ATC-R18C
Fred Thys feature about the 54th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, which 150 years ago 
today stormed Fort Wagner in South Carolina to try to take it from Confederate forces. He speaks with 
a descendant of one of the regiment's members, as well as Governor Deval Patrick, at an event at the 
sculpture honoring the 54th across from the State House.

7/18 SOUTHIE THEN AND NOW/Nickisch: ATC-R18B
Curt Nickisch feature on how South Boston has changed since Whitey Bulger and his gang left town.

7/18 BOERI BULGER-FLEMMI DEBRIEF/Brown: ATC-R18A
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Steve speaks with David Boeri about today's testimony of Stephen Flemmi in the Whitey Bulger trial. 
Also, they discuss the death of prosecution witness Stephen Rakes, who was found dead yesterday in 
Lincoln.

7/19 WHITEY TAX/Nickisch: The transformation of South Boston...since the days it was 'Whitey' 
Bulger's stomping ground.

7/19 STEPHEN RAKES/Bebinger Debrief: [6:15 AM IN-STUDIO DEBRIEF W/SOUND] The day 
after Stephen Rakes found out he wouldn't be testifying in the 'Whitey' Bulger trial, he was found dead 
in Lincoln. We talk about who he was, and what was his connection to the case.

7/19 WHITEY'S FORMER FRIEND/Boeri: Stephen Flemmi and 'Whitey' Bulger were admitted 
partners-in-crime. Now they're adversaries in court. We'll explore their relationship then...and now.  

7/19 BULGER BOERI DEBRIEF/Becker: ATC-F19A
Deb talks with David Boeri about today's testimony of Steven Flemmi in the Whitey Bulger trial.

7/22 BULGER/Boeri Debrief: [6:15 AM IN-STUDIO DEBRIEF] A look at where the Bulger trial is 
going, as the prosecution nears the end of its case.

7/22 BOERI-BULGER FLEMMI DEBRIEF/Pfeiffer: ATC-M22A
Sacha speaks with David Boeri about the continued testimony of Steven Flemmi in the trial of James 
"Whitey" Bulger.

7/23 BULGER & FLEMMI AGAIN/Boeri:  More chilling testimony...from 'Whity' Bulger's former 
partner Stephen Flemmi.

7/24 BULGER FLEMMI/Boeri Debrief: In the Bulger trial, we take stock of key prosecution 
witness Stephen Flemmi...and the defense team's strategy.

7/24 FUCARILE RELEASED/Bebinber: ATC-W24A
Martha B. super spot on Mark Fucarile, the last marathon bombing patient to be hospitalized, being 
released from Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital today.

7/25 WOMEN'S SELF DEFENSE/Pfeiffer: ATC-R25A
Sacha mini feature with recommendations from a Charlestown self-defense instructor on how women -
- and anyone for that matter -- can try to protect themselves if assaulted or if someone is trying to 
kidnap them.

7/26 CHILDREN’S GARDEN FUTURE/Becker-Jolicoeur:  At Boston Children's Hospital, a 
beloved garden is grounds for dispute:

7/29 BRAYTON POINT POWER PLANT PROTEST/LEPIARZ

7/30 BULGER DEFENSE UNDERWAY/Boeri: 'Whitey' Bulger's defense starts its case with a 
former FBI agent who testified he tried to terminate the defendant's role as an informant but the Bureau 
wouldn't budge.
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7/30 SOUTH BOSTON CRIME/Nickisch: Police and other officials hold a meeting in South 
Boston...to update residents on the Amy Lord murder investigation and to listen to community 
concerns:

7/30 STORY SLUG/Reporter or Interviewee name: 
MIT REPORT/Pfeiffer:  Sacha talks to the President of MIT about a new school report on its 
connection to the prosecution and suicide of Internet Activist Aaron Swartz.

7/31 ROBERT FITZPATRICK/Becker 2-way redux: We revisit our 2011 interview with Robert 
Fitzpatrick, the former FBI Supervisor whose testimony open the defense case this week in the 
'Whitey' Bulger trial.

7/31 MIT SWARTZ REPORT/Nickisch: Reaction to MIT's report on the school's role in the case of 
Aaron Swartz.

8/1 AMY LORD MURDER INVESTIGATION/Pfeiffer-Handy
Sacha speaks live with Delores Handy about today's developments in the investigation into the murder 
of South Boston resident Amy Lord. Police have made a DNA connection to Edwin Alemany, the 
"person of interest" in the case.

8/2 AMY LORD/Handy: Police say DNA evidence links Edwin Alemany to the murder of Amy 
Lord. He'll be served with an arrest warrant today [fri].

8/2 BULGER NOT TESTIFYING/Boeri: ATC-F02A
David Boeri feature on the end of testimony in the Whitey Bulger trial and Bulger's decision not to 
testify because he can't present his defense that he was granted immunity by the feds.

8/5 BULGER TRIAL/Boeri Debrief: **DETAILS TBD** Closing arguments today in the trial of 
James 'Whitey' Bulger.

8/5 BULGER CLOSING ARGUMENTS/Boeri ***live*** debrief
Sharon speaks live with David Boeri about today's closing arguments in the James "Whitey" Bulger 
trial.

8/5 COGNOSCENTI-REVERE/Brody: We launch our new Cognoscenti for air segment 
today...with Sharon Brody's take on getting away from it all:

8/6 BULGER TO THE JURY/Khalid: After 35 days with 72 witnesses, the 'Whitey' Bulger case 
goes to the jury today.

8/8 FAMILIES' VERDICT WATCH/Boeri: Family members of Whitey Bulger's alleged victims 
wait for the jury's to decide his fate. But Terry Barrett Bond says it's not just about a guilty verdict:

8/12 COGNOSCENTI-GARDENING/Goldberg: Today, in our Cognoscenti segment, WBUR's 
Carey Goldberg ponders the pluses of gardening over parenting.
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8/13 BULGER TRIAL ENDS/Boeri: 'Whitey' Bulger faces a possible life sentence...after the jury 
convicts him of racketeering and involvement in 11 murders. We'll report on reaction to the verdict:

8/13 BULGER VERDICT SUMMARY/Khalid: The Bulger verdict prompts varied responses and 
recriminations:

8/13 VERDICT ANALYSIS/Frank 2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] Legal analysis of the 
verdict, and a look at prospects for appeal...with David Frank of Mass. Lawyers Weekly.

8/13 HANK BRENNAN 2-way: [8:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] Bulger's defense teams plans to appeal 
his conviction. We'll get a preview of their strategy...with defense attorney Hank brennan.  

8/14 JURY CONSULTANT 2-way: [6:15 AM STUDIO 2-WAY] Now the jury's job is done in the 
high profile trial of 'Whitey' Bulger, how do the jurors themselves come to terms with the whole 
experience? We speak with a jury consultant about the psychological effects.

8/15 BULGER JUROR 2-WAY/Becker: ATC-R15A
***intro to be done live***
Deb speaks with Marissa Petrarca, a juror in the James "Whitey" Bulger trial, about the experience of 
being on the case and the process of deliberations.

8/16 JUROR INSIGHT/Becker: In her first media interview, a juror shares her experience and 
perspective on the trial of 'Whitey' Bulger:

8/16 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 2-WAY/Becker: ATC-F16B
Deb speaks with Laura Van Zandt of Waltham-based REACH-Beyond Domestic Violence about tools 
victims and authorities have in dealing with cases of domestic assault.

8/19 WOMEN SELF DEFENSE/Handy: Self-defense classes for young women:

8/20 STATE DRUG LAB REPORT DEBRIEF/Howard-Lepiarz
Barbara speaks with reporter Jack Lepiarz about today's release of the final report by prosecutor David 
Meier about the state drug lab scandal. Meier was appointed by the governor to review all cases 
handled by Annie Dookhan, the disgraced chemist accused of tampering 
with/mishandling/misreporting drug evidence. His review found she played a role in 40,323 cases, 
about 2500 more than previously estimated.

8/21 DOOKHAN-WORKMAN/2-way: [6:15 am phone 2-way] More analysis of the drug lab 
review...from Tom Workman, an attorney who teaches scientific evidence at UMass School of Law.

8/21 DOOKHAN REPORT/Lepiarz: A new review tallies more than 40-thousand defendants 
affected by allegedly tainted evidence at the state drug lab. We report on reaction:

8/21 SOUTH BOSTON CHURCH FIRE/Lepiarz
Jack Lepiarz super spot about a 5-alarm fire today that destroyed an Albanian church in South Boston. 
The building was formerly the home of a large synagogue that is now located in Brookline.
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8/23 COLLIER HONORED/Lepiarz: [Somerville honors the MIT Police officer killed during the 
Marathon bombing manhunt.]

8/26 MUSHROOM FORAGING/Kaplan: Summer is prime time for foraging for mushrooms in 
Western Mass:

8/28 VERMONT YANKEE 2-WAY/Oakes: [The Governor of Vermont looks for new uses of the 
land that has been the site of a nuclear power plant for 4-decades]

9/3 MDMA MOLLY/2-way: [6:15 am phone 2-way] Amidst a spike in overdoses and deaths 
linked to the drug, "molly," we talk with a watchdog group that promotes health and safety in the 
dance club and "rave" scenes.

9/4 MOLLY DANGERS/Halpern 2-way: We speak with a local expert about the history and 
dangers of the drug.

9/4 MOLLY USE/Becker: A recent spike in overdoses prompts concerns about the prevalence of 
the so-called club drug 'molly.'

9/12 FOOD BANK/Oakes 2-way: a key milestone as the 32 year old Graeter Boston Food Bank 
passes the half-billion pound mark when it comes to distributing food to the Boston area's hungry.

9/16 MARATHON RESPONDERS IN VEGAS/Given: Emergency responders share lessons learned 
from the Boston Marathon bombings:

9/20 DRUG LAB REVIEWER/2-way: We talk with David Meier, the former prosecutor who's 
leading the state's review of the drug lab scandal:

9/20 HOMELESS PLAN/Gellerman: ELE-Boostrom The city of Boston unveils a new program to 
address homelessness.

9/24 BOMBING AMPUTEE/Bebinger: Almost six months since bombs killed three people and 
injured hundreds at the Boston Marathon, even the most seriously injured are beginning to mold a 
“new” normal life. Today, we check in with a North End woman, [Roseann Sdoia (ROSE'-ann sah-
DOY'-ah)] as she adjusts to life with a prosthetic leg:

Economic and Business

7/3 DAVEY TRANSPO 2-way: [7:15 AM 2-WAY] As the Governor and legislative leaders 
disagree on how to raise funds for public transit, we talk with the state's transportation secretary about 
possible fallout for commuters. 

7/29 SEQUESTER & PUBLIC DEFENDERS/Conrad 2-way: ELE-PD:

7/31 TOBACCO TAX/Lepiarz: As a tobacco tax hike goes into effect in Massachusetts today, we 
report on claims it could prompt an increase in illegal cigarette trade across the borders:
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8/5 JOHN HENRY VISITS BOSTON GLOBE/Nickisch ***live*** debrief
Sharon talks live with Curt Nickisch about today's visit to the Boston Globe by John Henry, the Red 
Sox owner who just completed a deal to purchase the newspaper.

8/6 COAST GUARD & SEQUESTER/Gellerman: Our ongoing series, "State of the Sequester" 
today looks at the impact of the federal budget cuts on the nation's "search and rescue" branch:

8/7 TECH TAX/Bever: I-T and business people start a petition push to roll back the new state tax 
on software services:

8/14 BIZ INTEREST IN MAYOR'S RACE/Bever: Local business leaders are taking their time 
before they commit to a candidate in Boston's mayoral race:

8/16 AEREO TV/Nickisch: A Boston startup called Aereo offers online streaming and storing of 
basic TV...and sparks a battle with broadcast channels.

8/21 2WAY WITH RECRUITER DOUGH SCHADE ON "UNLIMITED VACATION" DAYS

8/28 SUFFOLK CASINO DEAL/Thys: [Developers reach a deal to pay millions of dollars to East 
Boston, if a Casino is built at Suffolk Downs.]

9/2 TECH TAX/Oakes 2-way: Ahead of a high-tech summit the Governor plans for this week,  we 
talk with the head of the Mass. High-Tech Council, a critic of the new tax on software and computer 
services:

9/4 EVERETT GAMING/Crosby 2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-way] We talk with the head of the 
state's Gaming Commission...ahead of today's  meeting, in which he plans to tackle a dispute between  
Mayor Tom Menino and casino developer Steve Wynn about who is the "host community" for a 
casino.

9/5 BOSTON-EVERETT CASINO FIGHT/Gellerman: The state's Gaming Commission hears 
from both sides in the dispute over which city -- Boston or Everett -- controls the land for a proposed 
resort casino:

9/11 *2-WAY TECHTAX/Oakes - 7:15 a.m. 2WAY -- The governor says he no longer supports a 
controversial sales tax on software services that is the cornerstone of a 500-million-dollar tax package 
to fund major transportation initiatives.The State House News service reports Governor Patrick called 
the tax a quote "serious blot" on the state's reputation as a center of innovation.Officials are yet to 
identify a new source of revenue to cover what is budgeted: at least one-hundred-and-sixty-one million 
dollars.

9/12 TECH TAX/Bever: ATC-R12C
Fred Bever feature on legislative leaders joining Governor Patrick in calling for repeal of the new state 
"tech tax."
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9/12 BILL WALCZAK 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-R12B
Sacha speaks with Boston mayoral candidate Bill Walczak, founder and former CEO of Codman 
Square Health Center, about issues in the race.

9/13 MA TECH TAX/Bever: A change of heart at the Statehouse...against the new "tech tax." We 
examine how it got to this point:

9/30 NO EASTIE CASINO/2-way: Now it's been decided that only East Boston residents will vote 
on casino plans for Suffolk Downs, we'll hear from both sides of the debate.  We'll talk with Celeste 
Myers of the group, No Eastie Casino...

9/30 YES SUFFOLK DOWNS/2-way:...and Chip Tuttle, the Suffolk Downs C-O-O who's involved 
in the casino proposal.

Education

7/9 NEW BPS SUPERINTENDENT/Handy: Mayor Menino says the city has begun "preliminary" 
work in the search for a new schools superintendent...but his successor will make the final choice.

7/17 HEAD START/Gellerman: Today, in our ongoing series, "The State of The Sequester...we look 
at the impact of the federal budget cuts on a Head Start program in Springfield that helps children of 
migrant and seasonal farm workers:

8/20 MBA ROAD TRIP/Nickisch: Harvard M-B-As forego the traditional internship route...to spend 
their summer on the road...for some real-life experience helping small businesses across the country:

9/3 BPS INTERIM SUPER/2-way: While Boston's future leadership is up for grabs, the city's 
students start a new year tomorrow [WED] ... not knowing who'll be their permanent leader. We'll talk 
about this time of transition...with interim Superintendent John McDonough:

9/4 NEWTON CHILD PORNOGRAPHY/Khalid: At a community meeting in Newton, parents air 
their concerns about safety in the schools...after the arrest of a local teacher on child pornography 
charges:

9/16 COGNOSCENTI-COLLEGE KIDS/Almond: In today's Cognoscenti commentary...words of 
caution and advice for this year's crop of college students.

Medical and Healthcare

7/9 SPOUSE PCAs/Bever: As lawmakers consider changing the law that prohibits paying spouses 
who take care of their very ill partners, we hear how one couple resolved the dilemma:

7/17 ALZHEIMER'S BOSTON/Sperling 2-way: This week, Boston is hosting the world's leading on 
dementia research. We talk with a top local researcher about why she's focusing on prevention...

7/18 DONOHUE BLOOD DRIVE/Handy: ATC-R18D
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Delores super spot on blood drive in honor of marathon bombing victims, sponsored by transit police 
officer Dic Donohue, who was shot and lost almost all of his blood during a shoot-out with the 
bombing suspects.

8/12 FERTILITY CLINICS/Brown: Heartbreaking loss leads to questions about whether fertility 
clinics promise more than they can deliver:

8/14 HEALTH INSURANCE REPORT/Bebinger: A state report out today shows...that when it 
comes to your health insurance:

8/19 COGNOSCENTI-CANCER/Ropeik: Today, in our weekly Cognoscenti commentary, 
rethinking how we define "cancer:

8/21 MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARY APPLICANT 2-WAY/Howard
ATC-W21A
Barbara speaks with Catherine "Rina" Cametti of Walpole, who will be among those dropping off 
applications to the state Department of Public Health tomorrow in hopes of winning a license to open a 
medical marijuana dispensary. She owns a real estate appraisal company and had no experience with 
marijuana but became moved to get into the industry after the state law passed and she researched the 
benefits of medical marijuana.

9/11 HEART/Gellerman:  The renowned Framingham Heart Study undergoes a 40-percent cut in 
research funding as a result of sequestration.

9/18 MA HEALTH CARE COSTS/Bebinger: 56 religious groups from Boston hold a "people's 
hearing on health care" to push for lower costs:

Politics and Government

7/1 2WAY WITH SEN. BREWER ON BUDGET AGREEMENT

7/1 SCHARFENBERG DEBRIEF/Pfeiffer
Sacha talks with David Scharfenberg about the field of candidates to replace Congressman Ed Markey.

7/1 ELIZABETH WARREN 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-M01X
Sacha speaks with Sen. Elizabeth Warren about the rate on Stafford loans doubling 
today and her proposal to lower rates.

7/10 MARATHON BOMBING CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS/Nickisch: ATC-W10A
Curt Nickisch super spot on today's hearings in Washington probing the Boston 
Marathon bombings, the emergency response, and what law enforcement knew of 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev prior to the bombings

7/11 BOSTON BOMBING HEARINGS/Nickisch: Tensions among lawmakers and federal 
officials...at two congressional hearings into the Boston Marathon bombings.  



10 of 130

7/11 PILGRIM PLYMOUTH VOTE/2-way:

7/11 GOV. CANDIDATE WOLF/2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] A conversation 
with State Senator Dan Wolf, the latest Democrat to declare a bid for the Governor's 
office.  

7/12 AVELLONE 2-way: [7:15  AM IN-STUDIO 2-WAY] Ahead of state Democrats' 
annual convention, we talk with Joseph Avellone, who has declared his candidacy in 
the 2014 race for Governor.

7/15 GROSSMAN 2-way: [6:15  AM PHONE 2-WAY] State Treasurer Steve 
Grossman officially launches his second bid for the Governor's office.

7/16 2WAY WITH ED MARKEY ON MOVING TO SENATE

7/16 MARKEY SWORN IN/Thys debrief: ATC-T16A
Deb talks with Fred about today's swearing in of US Senator Ed Markey.

7/17 MARKEY'S DAY/Thys: He served in the US House for 36 years. Now Ed 
Markey is the most junior Senator in Congress:

7/22 TRANSPORTATION POLITICS/Bever: As the much-stalled transportation bill 
appears headed to enactment this week, we chart its path from an ambitious plan in 
the Governor's office to the proposal that's made it through the legislature:

7/24 GOMEZ FUTURE/Thys: What's next for Gabriel Gomez? We sit down with the former 
Republican candidate for US Senate...who says he's mulling over a future race:

8/1 KEATING & FBI/2-way: [6:45 AM PHONER] Congressman Keating pushes the FBI's new 
director for answers to questions surrounding the Marathon bombings.

8/8 BOSTON POLICE COMMISSIONER/Handy:  Minority police officers vow to make 
Commissioner Davis an issue in the mayoral race:

8/14 ALCOHOL LICENSES/Handy: Boston City Council considers a call to overhaul the liquor 
license process in the city.

8/14 RNC PREVIEW/Oakes 2-way: Today, the Republican National Committee kicks off its 
summer meeting in Boston. Why here?  

8/16 RNC ANALYSIS/Oakes 2 way: [6:15 am phone 2-way] The Republican National Committee 
today wraps up its summer meeting in Boston, where it has focused on ideas to expand, and engage 
new voters. For a look at how that might play in a battleground state, we talk with an analyst from 
another state North Carolina.
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8/19 2WAY WITH JEFF BERRY ON SCOTT BROWN POSS PREZ RUN...

8/20 MAYORAL ED REFORM $$/Sharfenberg Debrief: [7:15 AM STUDIO DEBRIEF] As 
another education reform group announces its pick for Boston mayor, we look at schools as an issue in 
the race.

8/22 KAYYEM FOR GOVERNOR/2-way: [7:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY]  We speak with the latest 
Democrat -- Juliette Kayyem [KY'-em] -- to announce her bid for Massachusetts Governor.

8/22 MAYOR'S RACE MONEY/Scharfenberg: Money emerges as an issue in the Boston mayor's 
race.

8/22 DEBRIEF-DAN WOLF SUSPENDS CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR/Howard-Thys
Barbara speaks LIVE with Fred Thys about today's announcement from state Sen. Dan Wolf that he is 
suspending his campaign for governor and will step down as senator if the state ethics commission 
doesn't reverse its decision that he has to divest all control of and investment in Cape Air because it has 
contracts with MassPort.

8/23 WOLF RESIGNATION 2 WAY/Oakes et al: Some state lawmakers are speaking out against 
the Ethics Commission ruling that's forcing a candidate for governor to suspend that campaign and 
resign from the state senate.

9/4 SQUARE BY SQUARE: CODMAN/Thys: This morning, we launch "Square by Square," our 
series on Boston's neighborhoods...as residents gear up to vote in the city's mayoral race:

9/5 SJC ON JUVENILE LIFERS/2-way: Massachusetts' highest court hears arguments about the 
state's law on automatic life-without-parole sentences for juveniles convicted of murder:

9/10 MAYORAL INTERVIEW-Yancey 2-way: Our conversations with the candidates for Boston 
Mayor begin today...with longtime City Councilor Charles Yancey:

9/10 TV MAYORAL FORUM/Thys: WBUR's Fred Thys reports on the first televised forum 
featuring all 12 candidates in Boston's mayoral race.

9/10 MIKE ROSS 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-T10B
Sacha speaks with city councilor and mayoral candidate Mike Ross about the issues in the race.

9/11 SQUARES: ANDREW/Nickisch:  Our square by square examination of issues of concern to 
various neighborhoods continues with an examination of South Boston and its Andrew Square:

9/11 SOUTH BOSTON FIELD 2-WAY RE: MAYOR'S RACE/Pfeiffer: ATC-W11A
Sacha speaks with Linda Zablocki, president of Andrew Square Civic Association, about issues 
important to South Boston in the mayor's race.



12 of 130

9/12 MAYORAL INTERVIEW: GOLAR RICHIE  Our interviews with Boston mayoral candidates 
continues, with political veteran Charlotte Golar Richie. If elected, she would be Boston's first woman 
and first black mayor.

9/16 DiCARA MEMOIR/2-way:  "Turmoil and Transition in Boston:" In a new memoir, Larry 
DiCara -- former City Councilor and onetime Mayoral candidate -- recalls his experiences in Hub 
politics...and talks with us about the race today:

9/16 MARTHA COAKLEY FOR GOVERNOR/Thys: ATC-M16A
Fred Thys super spot on Attorney General Martha Coakley announcing today she's running for 
governor.

9/17 MAYORAL INTERVIEW: CLEMONS: Our conversations with Boston's mayoral candidates 
continues this morning...with former police officer-turned businessman, Charles Clemons:

9/17 MARTHA COAKLEY 2-way: [6:40 AM, MAY CHANGE TO 6:15 AM (see below)] Martha 
Coakley launches a campaign for Governor. We'll ask...why, and what she'll do this time to avoid the 
pitfalls of her 2010 Senate race.

9/17 JOHN BARROS 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-T17A
Sacha speaks with Boston mayoral candidate John Barros about the issues in the race.

9/18 SQUARES: DUDLEY/Khalid: We go to Dudley Square in Roxbury...for the latest in our 
series, "The Boston Mayoral Race: Square by Square:"

9/18 CHARLIE BAKER/Oakes two-way: [7:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] We talk with the only 
Republican to launch a campaign for the Governor's office. He's been through it all before: Charlie 
Baker.

9/18 DUDLEY SQUARE MAYOR'S RACE 2-WAY/Becker: ATC-W18A
Deb speaks with Joyce Stanley, executive director of Dudley Main Streets, about the mayor's race and 
issues important to her and others in the Dudley area.

9/19 MAYORAL INTERVIEW: CONNOLLY:  In our series of conversations with the candidates 
for Mayor, today we speak with At-Large City Councilor, John Connolly:

9/19 MAYORAL POLL/Thys:  A new WBUR poll today...finds thin margins among Boston voters 
considering candidates in the mayoral race:

9/19 POLLSTER ON MAYOR'S RACE/Koczela 2-way: [6:15 AM STUDIO 2-WAY] We'll 
analyze the findings...with our pollster.

9/19 DAN CONLEY 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-R19A
Sacha speaks with Suffolk County District Attorney Dan Conley about his run for mayor and the issues 
in the race.

9/19 MAYORAL RACE WBUR POLL 2-WAY/Pfeiffer: ATC-R19B
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Sacha talks with Mass Inc. pollster Steve Koczela about the WBUR poll on the Boston Mayor's race.

9/20 MAYORAL FORUM/Thys: WBUR's Fred Thys reports on the final major forum among 10 of 
12 Boston mayoral candidates, which was co-sponsored by WBUR

9/20 FORUM & CAMPAIGN/Watanabe 2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] SPURR DOING 
ADVANCE PREP.  WBUR's Bob Oakes talks with political scientist Paul Watanabe of UMass Boston 
about the candidates' showings in WBUR's forum,  and what the campaigns can do, need to do over the 
final days before Tuesday's preliminary election

9/23 ASIAN-AMERICAN VOTERS/Scharfenberg: We report on the influence of Asian-American 
voters in Boston's mayoral race. One community leader says they've shifted from the "ward-boss, 
deliver-the-vote" formula:

9/23 FINAL WEEKEND CAMPAIGNING/Thys: Ahead of tomorrow's/Tuesday's preliminary 
election, WBUR's Fred Thys reports on the final weekend of campaigning among the dozen candidates 
vying for two final spots in the race for Mayor of Boston.

9/23 ELECTION EVE/DiCara 2-way: [6:15 AM STUDIO 2-WAY] On the eve of the preliminary 
mayoral vote, we talk about what the candidates and voters can do in these final hours...with an analyst 
who was a contender in 1983 the last time Boston held an open race for mayor.

9/23 ED DAVIS RESIGNATION/Grogan 2-way:

9/24 FINAL FULL DAY CAMPAIGNING/Thys: We report on the final day of campaigning, in the 
preliminary race for Boston Mayor. It's up to Boston voters now...to choose two who'll advance to the 
final election. Polls are open from 7 am through 8 pm

9/25 DiCARA ANALYSIS/2-way:  We analyze the preliminary polling in Boston's mayoral 
race...and, with the field winnowed to Marty Walsh and John Connolly now...we look to the race 
towards the general election in November:

9/25 FINALIST TWO-WAY A/Oakes two-way with Marty Walsh: [5:40 AM PHONE 2-WAY] We 
speak with Marty Walsh, top vote getter in the preliminary...now moves on to the general election in 
Boston's race for mayor.

9/25 MAYORAL CANDIDATE WALSH/Handy:  Marty Walsh finishes first in Boston's 
preliminary mayoral contest. We'll report on his election night reaction:

9/25 MAYORAL CANDIDATE CONNOLLY/Thys: ...And we'll report on the other candidate to 
advance to the general election, John Connolly:

9/25 SQUARE BY SQUARE: COPLEY/Pfeiffer-Jolicoeur: We continue our series, "The Boston 
Mayoral Race: Square by Square"...with a visit to the Back Bay and Copley Square:

9/25 BEVER DEBRIEF RE: WALSH/Becker: ATC-W25A
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Deb talks with Fred Bever about the first day of the general mayoral election campaign of Marty 
Walsh.

9/25 LEPIARZ DEBRIEF RE: CONNOLLY/Becker
Deb speaks ***LIVE*** with Jack Lepiarz about the first day of the general mayoral election 
campaign of John Connolly.

9/26 JOHN CONNOLLY/2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] We talk with mayoral candidate John 
Connolly.

9/27 THE NEW BOSTON/Khalid: What the mayoral preliminary means for diversity at City Hall:

Crime

7/11 BOSTON STRANGLER 2-way/Becker: ATC-R11A
Deb speaks with author-journalist-documentary filmmaker Sebastian Junger, who wrote a book about 
the only "Boston Strangler" case in which a man other than confessed strangler Albert DeSalvo was 
convicted. Junger describes his family's "creepy" connection to DeSalvo and reacts to today's news that 
preliminary DNA tests have linked DeSalvo to the final strangling case -- the death of 19-year-old 
Mary Sullivan.

7/12 BOSTON STRANGLER/Gellerman: A half century after the "Boston Strangler" murders, a 
break in the cold case:

7/12 BOSTON STRANGLER 2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] We talk with Mary Sullivan's 
nephew Casey Sherman...about his reaction to the development.

7/22 DRUG LAB SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT RULING debrief/Pfeiffer-Becker
Sacha talks with Deb Becker about today's ruling from the Supreme Judicial Court that magistrates 
cannot release defendants whose drug convictions are in question because of evidence tainted by Annie 
Dookhan at the state crime lab while those defendants' motions for new trial are pending. Only judges 
can release those defendants.

7/24 HERNANDEZ PROBABLE CAUSE HEARING/Gellerman: ATC-W24B
Bruce Gellerman debrief on today's probable cause hearing for Aaron Hernandez, the former Patriots 
tight end charged with murder and under investigation for another double murder.

7/24 BELICHICK ON HERNANDEZ/Tribou debrief
Sacha speaks ***live*** with Doug Tribou about the first comments by Patriots coach Bill Belichick 
regarding the arrest of Aaron Hernandez for murder.

7/25 HERNANDEZ IN COURT/Gellerman intro-vault   NWS-R25A Dur  3:04  TOTAL DUR 3:22
ELE-HERN  Aaron Hernandez's attorney Charles Rankin reacts to a prosecution request, resulting in a 
month-long delay "We are extremely upset that the commonwealth was not prepared to go forward 
today with the Probable Cause hearing"
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7/25 AMY LORD/Handy   NWS-R25C Dur  3:11     TOTAL DUR 3:29
ELE-LORD Boston Police Superintendent-in chief Dan Linskey. Boston police release surveillance 
photos in hopes of catching a killer:

7/25 AMY LORD INVESTIGATION LATEST ***LIVE*** DEBRIEF/Nickish-Pfeiffer 
Sacha speaks ***live*** with Curt Nickisch about the latest in the murder of South Boston resident 
Amy Lord and the suspect whose arraignment on other assault cases was postponed today because he's 
suicidal.

7/26 SOUTH BOSTON FOLO: A "person of interest" in the murder of Amy Lord is deemed 
"suicidal" and unfit for arraignment.

7/31 MEHANNA/Gellerman: Tarek Mehanna appeals his terrorism conviction, citing his 
constitutional rights.

8/1 MASS EYE & EAR SHOOTING/Bebinger: Local and county officials investigate a shooting 
in the E-R at Mass. Eye and Ear.

8/2 AMY LORD/Handy: Police say DNA evidence links Edwin Alemany to the murder of Amy 
Lord. He'll be served with an arrest warrant today [fri].

8/2 ARREST IN STEPHEN RAKES DEATH/***LIVE*** Gellerman debrief
Steve speaks **live** with Bruce Gellerman about today's announcement of an arrest in the death of 
Stephen Rakes, who found out right before his death that he would not be called as a prosecution 
witness in the Bulger trial. Prosecutors charged 69-year-old William Camuti with attempted murder for 
allegedly poisoning Rakes' iced coffee with cyanide. They say it's unrelated to the Bulger case. Camuti 
owed Rakes a lot of money stemming from failed land deals.

8/15 ALEMANY IN COURT/Handy: ATC-R15B
Delores super spot about today's appearance in court of Edwin Alemany, who is charged with last 
month's murder of Amy Lord in South Boston. Alemany tried to commit suicide in jail last night.

8/16 SON OF JERRY REMY ARRESTED FOR KILLING OF GIRLFRIEND/Jolicoeur
ATC-F16A
Lynn Jolicoeur feature on the arrest of 34-year-old Jared Remy, son of Red Sox broadcaster Jerry 
Remy, for allegedly fatally stabbing his girlfriend, 27-year-old Jennifer Martel, in the couple's 
Waltham townhouse last night.

8/22 BROCKTON MURDER/2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY]  Brockton reels from two 
murders in less than a day. We'll talk about the investigation...and the ramifications.

8/23NGA TRUONG LAWSUIT/Boeri: [The city of Worcester tries hold the lawyer who won a 
teenager's release from jail after nearly 3 years accountable for all the time she spent behind bars. ]

8/30 NEWTON TEACHER CHILD PORN ARREST/Khalid: ATC-F30B
Asma super spot on today's arraignment of a Newton middle school teacher on child porn charges.
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9/3 SOMERVILLE SOCCER PLAYER SEXUAL ASSAULTS 2-WAY/Howard
Barbara speaks with Somerville Mayor Joseph Curtatone about the allegations against three Somerville 
High soccer players who are accused of raping/sexually assaulting three fellow members of the JV 
soccer team.

9/4 CELTIC CHARGED/Bever: Assault charges against Celtics forward Jared Sullinger...at a time 
of increasing scrutiny of the relationship among men, sports, and domestic violence.

Science and Technology

8/7 OCEARCH EXPEDITION/Pfeiffer-Jolicoeur: ATC-W07A
Sacha feature on the all day great white shark-tagging expedition yesterday with OCEARCH off the 
coast of the Cape (which didn't yield any sharks!).

8/8 MICE & MEMORIES/Becker 3-way: Of mice and memories: M.I.T. neuroscientists have 
created false memories in mice. What does that mean for us?

8/9 FOOD TO ENERGY/Pfeiffer-Jolicoeur: ATC-F09A
Sacha feature on a Rutland dairy farm that houses a massive food-to-energy contraption called an 
anaerobic digester. There will be more of these cropping up around the state as the state begins to 
mandate more food be re-purposed and more energy come from renewable sources.

9/5 BABY DNA/2-way: [7:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY]  Mapping newborns: Boston researchers 
announce a new study that involves sequencing the full sets of genes in more than 200 newborns. We'll 
talk about the implications...with one of the project leaders.

Weather and Environmental

7/19 NWS-HEAT 2-way/s: [6:35/8:35 am 2-ways] The latest on today's weather...and when the heat 
might break.

7/19 HOT WEATHER ROUND-UP DEBRIEF/Handy
Deb/Delores debrief looking at what hospitals are seeing in terms of heat-related illness, what 
cities/towns are doing to check on the elderly, power issues, etc.

7/19 HEAT WAVE/Nickisch: ATC-F19B
Curt looks at power issues and how companies with outdoor workers are handling the heat, if they're 
cancelling work or activities, etc.

Arts, Culture, Media

7/4 KEITH LOCKHART 2-way: [6:45 AM PHONER] We preview tonight's Fourth of July 
concert...with Pops maestro Keith Lockhart.
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7/5 JULY 4TH  CONCERT/Shea: Just a few months after the marathon bombings, the crowd at the 
Boston Pops' July 4th concert was smaller than in past years...but the mood was "Boston Strong:"

7/8 ROSE KENNEDY BIO 2-WAY/Oakes-McNerney: A conversation with the author of a new 
book about Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, delves into newly-released documents and letters by the 
matriarch of 'Camelot':

7/11 MENINO ARTS LEGACY/Shea: As Mayor Tom Menino closes out his leadership of City 
Hall, we survey the arts scene in Boston to find out how people characterize his legacy in the arts:

7/18 SHAW MEMORIAL BATTLE ANNIVERSARY/SHEA: NWS-R18B 150 years ago on July 
18th 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment fell at the battle of Fort Wagner. The 54th was the first 
African American regiment in the Civil War, led by Bostonian Col. Robert Gould Shaw. One of 
Boston’s most famous public memorials honors their bravery. It’s across from the State House and was 
made by sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens. Andrea visited the artist’s historic home in Cornish, New 
Hampshire where she saw one of the 4 versions of the bronze memorial he worked meticulously on to 
perfect for 14 years.

7/19 WILLIAMSTOWN THEATER OFFERINGS/Siegel 2-way:  We sample "a summer of 
Shakespeare, Stoppard and Bernstein" [BERN'-stine] in the Berkshires.

7/26 FILM CRITIC TURNED ACTOR/Shea: Changing places: A longtime film critic makes his 
debut in front of the camera:

8/2 BIGGEST BIG TOP/Shea: Humans and horses join forces to bring the world largest circus tent 
to town:

8/9 PORTRAITS OF BOSTON/Becker 2-way: Life through a lens: A conversation about capturing 
the stories of strangers...with the photographer behind a popular new tumblr blog, "Portraits of 
Boston."

8/9 MANY MUSIC FESTIVALS/Shea: Massachusetts is home to a boom in mini-Bonnaroos this 
year:

8/16 EAST BOSTON PUBLIC ART/Shea: ...A push to restore maritime paintings from the 1930s in 
the East Boston Library:

8/26 COGNOSCENTI-EAT LIKE FRENCH/Gunst: Today, in our weekly Cognoscenti commentary 
-- how to eat like the French and maintain your weight.

9/6 ELEPHANT MAN/Shea: The New Rep. Theatre in Watertown opens its 30th season tomorrow 
[sat]...with The Elephant Man:

9/9 WEEKEND MUSIC FESTIVAL/Gellerman:  [SLATED FOR EDIT SUNDAY P.M: Bruce 
reports on efforts to make young people aware of the risks of drugs such as Molly at major electronic 
music festival in Boston and on whether any problems arise.]
Web notes: (Bruce said he would send photos to dropbox)
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9/10 ARTS FORUM/Siegel Debrief: [7:15 AM STUDIO MORNING DEBRIEF] Most of the 
mayoral contenders also took part in a debate focused on the arts scene in Boston. WBUR's Critic-at-
Large Ed Siegel reviews their performances.

9/13 NEW OPERA COMPANY IN BOSTON/Shea: The new "Odyssey Opera" launches in Boston 
this weekend...at a time of uncertainty:

9/20 BSO VIOLIN PRODIGY/Shea: The BSO hosts the debut of a violinist, a former prodigy, who 
was terribly burned in a fire.  

9/23 COGNOSCENTI-DON'T KNOW/Cohen: In our Cognoscenti commentary this week, the story 
of how one column that almost didn't happen is now a book.
9/26 DEAF ACTOR/Shea: We visit a local production that explores what it’s like to be deaf in a 
hearing world...and meet the lead actor who taps into his own life:

9/27 PUBLIC PIANOS/Shea: Street pianos key in on Boston...in the public art project, called Play 
Me, I'm Yours:

9/30 COGNOSCENTI-HAPPINESS/Hoffman: In our Cognoscenti commentary today, novelist 
Alice Hoffman says...choose happiness.

Sports

7/1 ONE RUN FOR BOSTON/2-WAY [7:15 A.M. PHONER] The one-run relay reached Copley 
last night from California... we speak to organizer Kate Treleaven - 310 906 5420.

7/4 INBEE PARK/Littlefield: WBUR's Bill Littlefield ... on the historic achievement by women's 
pro golfer Inbee [IN'-be] Park.

7/16 SOX ALL-STAR BREAK/Littlefield 2-way: [6:15 am in studio] Ahead of tonight's All Star 
game, we take stock of the Red Sox season so far...and dare to predict their prospects in the playoffs.

7/25 HERNANDEZ CLOUD ON PATS CAMP/Tribou intro-vault  NWS-R25B
ELE-PATS Head coach Bill Belichick breaks his silence on the Aaron Hernandez affair:

7/26 KIDS CAN LEARN FROM ATHLETES/Littlefield: WBUR's Bill Littlefield on...lessons from 
star athletes about how not to behave.

7/31 GEORGE "BOOMER" SCOTT, R.I.P./Littlefield: WBUR's Bill Littlefield...remembers Red 
Sox Hall of Famer George "Boomer" Scott.

8/2 PAN MASS RUNNER/2-way: Why one local man is running -- not cycling -- this year's Pan 
Mass Challenge:



19 of 130

8/8 A-ROD SUSPENSION/Littlefield: WBUR's Bill Littlefield ... helps disillusioned fans figure 
out what A-Rod's [Alex Rodriguez] suspension means about the state of pro baseball.

8/22 DOUBLE DUTY/Given Essay: In our sports commentary this week, WBUR's Karen Given 
ruminates on what happens when pro athletes take on double duties.

8/30 NFL SETTLEMENT REAX/Oakes: [How millions of dollars the NFL is expected to pay to 
settle lawsuits over concussions among retired players will benefit former players in this area]

8/30 LEAGUE OF DENIAL/Littlefield: [Why ESPN is backing away from a documentary about 
concussions in the NFL.].

9/5 COGNOSCENTI-A-ROD/May Commentary: The Sox open a four-game series against the 
Yankees tonight...with A-Rod -- suspended for allegedly using performance enhancing drugs -- in the 
line-up. This week's Cognoscenti commentator asks: How is that possible?

9/6 PATRIOTS PREVIEW/Reiss 2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY] We preview the Patriots' 
regular season...with football analyst Mike Reiss.

9/6 2020 OLYMPICS/Littlefield: The International Olympic Committee announces its city of 
choice this weekend...for the 2020 Olympic Games. WBUR's Bill Littlefield weighs in on what it 
means to the host city.

9/9 COGNOSCENTI-TENNIS/Emmons: As the U-S Open concludes today, our Cognoscenti 
commentator says the tournament showcases why elite tennis is the world’s most demanding all-
around sport.

9/12 FOOTBALL PREVAILS/Littlefield essay:  NWS-R12L. N-F-L drawing huge viewership. Bill 
takes note.

9/19 SPORTS STORIES/Littlefield: WBUR's Bill Littlefield shares a sports story that took him by 
surprise..

9/26 COLLEGE FOOTBALL/Littlefield:  WBUR's Bill Littlefield on some spectacular defeats in 
college football.

National/International

7/17 FATHER HELMUT SCHULLER 2-WAY/Becker: ATC-W17A
Deb speaks with Fr. Helmut Schuller, the Austrian priest who will give a talk in Dedham tonight as 
part of his 15-city US tour called "The Catholic Tipping Point." He advocates for married and women 
priests, support of the gay community, more lay participation, and transparency. Cardinal Sean 
O'Malley banned Schuller from speaking at St. Susanna in Dedham or any other archdiocese property, 
because his platform goes against the teachings of the church.
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7/18 MANDELA SERVICE DAY/Handy feature & spot: NWS-R18A Every year on July 18th, the 
day Nelson Mandela was born, the United Nations observes Nelson Mandela International Day, an 
annual call for action to people everywhere to contribute to the global movement for good by effecting 
change within their community.  We talk with Boston residents who are gearing up for a citywide Day 
of Service this Thursday on Mandela’s 95th birthday.

8/27 BOSTON VOICES 1963/Handy: [People from Greater Boston recall their journeys to 
Washington DC 50-years ago for a historic civil rights march]

8/27 ED MARKEY SYRIA 2-WAY/Howard
Barbara speaks with Senator Ed Markey about apparently impending military strikes against Syria in 
response to Bashar Al Assad's reported use of chemical weapons.

8/28 SYRIA 2 WAY/Oakes:

8/28 MARCH ON WASHINGTON REMEMBRANCE/Handy: ATC-W28A
Delores Handy feature on today's ceremonies in Boston commemorating the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

8/29 2WAY WITH CAPUANO ON SYRIA

8/29 FAST FOOD WORKERS PROTEST/Bebinger: ATC-R29A
Martha B. feature on today's moving protest in Boston in support of higher wages for fast food 
workers.

8/30 SYRIAN AMERICAN DOCTORS/Khalid: [Syrian natives live in Massachusetts wait for a US 
response to the apparent use of nerve gas in their country.]

8/30 SYRIAN ACTIVIST 2-WAY/Howard
ATC-F30A
Barbara speaks with Mohamad al Bardan, a Syrian man who recently obtained his master's degree 
from Northeastern University and works as an activist to help protect Syrian citizens from cyber 
attacks and theft of personal information by the Syrian government.

9/5 OXFAM 2-WAY/2-way: [6:15 AM PHONE 2-WAY]  Oxfam America is preparing for a 
refugee crisis in Syria. We talk with the President of the Boston-based aid organization about the 
situation.



21 of 130

Quarterly Issues/Programs List
“On Point”

(July, August, September 2013)

July, 2013
Monday, July 01, 2013
Is The U.S. Movie Industry Broken?
Hollywood insiders say the studio movie-making machine is broken. We ask where the movie biz is 
headed.

Qatar: Small But Powerful
Men wait to serve tea to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, unseen, and Qatari Emir Hamad bin 
Qatar — that little country in the Persian Gulf — is a power player with a lot of money and ambition 
on the world stage.

Tuesday, July 02, 2013
The Sustainable Grill
Acclaimed chef Barton Seaver is with us, taking his sustainable spin on cooking — heirloom veggies, 
humanely raised meats — to the grill.

Gettysburg 150 Years Later
It’s been 150 years since the Battle of Gettysburg turned the Civil War and our history. A new book 
takes a soldier’s-eye view. We put you on the battlefield.

Wednesday, July 03, 2013
Desert America
Desert America. It’s hot, in more ways than one. Rubén Martínez takes us there.

The Sharing Economy
Renting out your power tools, your car, even rooms in your house. We look at the new “peer-to-peer” 
sharing economy, from Airbnb to Uber.

Thursday, July 04, 2013
Photographing Native Americans
The amazing story of the photographer who captured the last old ways of the Apache, the Hopi, the 
Sioux—Native Americans.

1775: Revolution And Realignment
American Revolution. Historian Kevin Phillips looks at American politics then and now from 1775.

Friday, July 05, 2013
Small Town America, Now
Life in small town America, now. It’s complicated.

Week In The News: Egypt, Firefighters, Healthcare Delay
Egypt in crisis. Arizona’s firefighter tragedy. A big delay for healthcare reform. Our weekly news 
roundtable goes behind the headlines.
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Monday, July 08, 2013
The Great Turnover In Tennis And The Evolution Of The Game
The future of American tennis as tennis goes global.

Democracy On Trial In Egypt
Democracy and more, on trial in Egypt. We look at the ways the crisis could play out, and its message 
to the Muslim world.

Tuesday, July 09, 2013
Mistakes, Forgiveness And Public Figures
Who deserves public forgiveness? Paula Deen? Eliot Spitzer? Anthony Weiner? Alec Baldwin? We’ll 
look at forgiveness.

How Safe And Effective Is Alternative Medicine?
Alternative medicine — from herbs to acupuncture to supplements — is huge in America. Now, a 
prominent doctor says it’s been way oversold.

Wednesday, July 10, 2013
‘Lost Antarctica’: A Scientist’s Tales From A ‘Disappearing Land’
Marine biologist James McClintock joins us for a big report on Antarctica’s change and the planet.

Lose The Loans: Rethinking How Students Pay For College
Oregon is proposing a radical rethink on paying for college: Free while you’re there, maybe 3 percent 
of your income for 24 years after. We discuss one state’s stab at a national crisis.

Thursday, July 11, 2013
Gene Mutation May Hold The Secret To The Next Cholesterol Drug
We hear about the genetic mutation that crushes cholesterol, and maybe heart disease, and the race to 
bring it to you.

Edward Snowden In His Own Words
Edward Snowden in his own words.We’ll listen to Snowden’s account of what he’s up to, and look in 
on the race between asylum and prosecution.

Friday, July 12, 2013
Inside Musical Subculture
Musical cults, from Phish Phans to Deadheads to Juggalos to Wagner. We’ll look at who gets the 
caravan of followers.

Week In The News: Egypt, Airliner Crash, Boston Bombing Suspect In Court
Egypt in uproar. Airliner down in San Francisco. Boston bombing suspect in court. Our weekly news 
roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, July 15, 2013
‘The Examined Life’
The examined life, and the stories we tell ourselves to make sense of it, with psychoanalyst Stephen 
Grosz.
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Zimmerman Found Not Guilty
George Zimmerman found not guilty of second degree murder and manslaughter. We look at the legal 
decision and reaction from the court of public opinion.

Tuesday, July 16, 2013
America’s Organic Food Shortage
Farmers across the country are struggling to keep up with the high demand for organic food. Will we 
have to go abroad to feed our appetite ?

The GOP And Immigration Reform
Immigration reform and the GOP. The big Republican debate of whether the party should go for 
diversity or go white.

Wednesday, July 17, 2013
A New Look At Kafka
Franz Kafka. Shame, guilt and absurd injustice –and why we’re still haunted by the Kafkaesque.

Is Spotify Fair To Musicians?
Stars from Radiohead are boycotting Spotify, saying the site pays next to nothing and doesn’t support 
new artists. We look at the Spotify model.

Thursday, July 18, 2013
Oliver Sacks On Growing Older
Best-selling author Oliver Sacks tell us why he’s delighted to turn 80, and finds joy in growing older.

Heroin’s New Reach
“Glee” star Cory Monteith’s death by overdose puts a new spotlight on the new face of heroin–white, 
male, thirty-something. We look at the drug and its reach.

Friday, July 19, 2013
‘Ruth Bourdain’ Revealed: Poking Fun At Foodies
Twitterverse mystery gadfly now revealed – “Ruth Bourdain” joins us to poke fun at our foodie fads.

Week In The News: Detroit Bankruptcy, Zimmerman Verdict, Abortion Bill
Detroit, bankrupt. Zimmerman, acquitted. Texas goes tough on abortion. Boston bombing suspect on 
the cover of Rolling Stone. Our weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, July 22, 2013
Brain Chemistry And The Self
Brain chemistry and the self. Neurophilosopher Patricia Churchland argues our self is our brain. And 
that’s it. She joins us.

Race In America Today
The president, the country, and race after Trayvon Martin

Tuesday, July 23, 2013
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Questions About Forensic Evidence
Crime labs are big on TV. Think CSI. In the real world, big questions are being raised about forensic 
evidence. We’ll investigate.

Upward Mobility In America
A big new, nation-wide study on upward mobility shows big differences in different American cities –
and some surprising reasons why. We’ll look at the map.

Wednesday, July 24, 2013
Pope Francis In Brazil
Is this the pope of the poor? Can he help mend Brazil’s ragged edges?

The New Politics And Economy Of Japan
Between China and the United States. “Abe-nomics.” Talk of remilitarization. We’ll check in.

Thursday, July 25, 2013
The ‘Difficult Men’ Who Made Great TV
We look at the creators who changed TV, the generation behind “The Sopranos,” “Mad Men,” 
“Breaking Bad” and more.

Public Pensions, Under The Gun
Bankrupt Detroit has cutting pensions on the table. Plans across the country are underfunded by a 
trillion-plus. We ask what’s coming.

Friday, July 26, 2013
The Fame And Fortune Of Jay Z
Rapper and businessman Jay-Z came up hard in Brooklyn to become a major mogul. We’ll look at the 
world and message of Jay-Z’s fame and fortune.

Week In The News: Obama On Economy, Weiner, Royal Baby
Obama on the economy. Anthony Weiner exposed again. A royal baby. Our weekly news roundtable 
goes behind the headlines.

Monday, July 29, 2013
Farming In Hotter Climates
We examine what a hotter, drier climate may mean for American agriculture and your food.

Hedge Fund SAC Capital Charged With Fraud
Criminal charges against a big hedge fund and a tougher new posture in Washington on Wall Street.

Tuesday, July 30, 2013
Tuesday, July 30, 2013 | 11:00 am
Family Reunions
‘Tis the season for family reunions. We’ll look at the health and significance of those extended family 
get-togethers.

The Republican Plan For The Middle Class
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The President says invest, or fail the middle class. What do Republicans say? We’ll ask.

Wednesday, July 31, 2013
What Would Lawrence Of Arabia Say Today?
If T.E. Lawrence — Lawrence of Arabia — could see the news out of the Middle East today! A new 
book says he would say, “I told you so.”

The Fast Food Economy
Fast food workers, walking off the job, say their minimum wage just isn’t enough. We’ll look at the 
low wage, fast food economy.

August, 2013

Thursday, August 01, 2013
Where’s The Cure For Cancer?
We examine the ongoing war on cancer, why we’re not closer to a cure already and where the 
promising research is now.

NSA Chief Speaks At Black Hat
After Bradley Manning and Edward Snowden and Congressional pushback, NSA Chief Gen. Keith 
Alexander speaks to Black Hat, a conference for security professionals.

Friday, August 02, 2013
Jazz And Its Future
With Newport’s Jazz Festival opening this weekend, we talk jazz in America — where it is and where 
it’s going — with jazz great Terence Blanchard, Jonathan Batiste and NPR’s Patrick Jarenwattananon.

Week In The News: Job Numbers, Snowden And NSA, Mideast Peace Talks
A Bradley Manning verdict. Pope Francis on gays. New Middle East peace talks. Our weekly news 
round table goes behind the headlines.

Monday, August 05, 2013
Family Ties And Psychic Powers In ‘Sisterland’
We’ll look at a novel of family ties and twin sisters with psychic powers — “Sisterland” by Curtis 
Sittenfeld.

The Fight Over Obamacare
Obamacare supporters and opponents are taking their battle stations. Digging in. We’ll check in on the 
clash.

Tuesday, August 06, 2013
Vince Gill and Paul Franklin: A Tribute To Bakersfield
Two fine country gentlemen, Vince Gill and Paul Franklin, join us from Nashville to lay down some 
licks off their new album, a tribute to the “Bakersfield sound.”

Rand Paul And More On Libertarianism
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Rand Paul and others on Libertarianism and the future of the Republican Party.

Wednesday, August 07, 2013
The Renaissance Of American Craft Beer
A look and a taste of American craft beer, in its renaissance.

Embassy Lockdown And The Al-Qaida Threat
Embassies on lockdown across the globe, personnel pulled from Yemen. We look at the nature and 
scope of the al-Qaida threat now.

Thursday, August 08, 2013
NFL Season Preview
The NFL pre-season kicks off. We talk football with two women who know more about the game than 
most men.

Asset Forfeiture: Use And Abuse
With no charges of wrongdoing, you can lose your savings, your car, your house. We look at the use 
and abuse of asset forfeiture laws.

Friday, August 09, 2013
The Curiosity Rover: One Year On Mars
One Earth-year and seventy-thousand pictures later, what have we learned since the Mars rover 
Curiosity landed on the Red Planet?

Week In The News: Terror Threat, Summit Canceled, A-Rod’s Punishment
Obama cancels on Russia. New terror threats. A-Rod’s punishment. Our weekly news roundtable goes 
behind the headlines.

Monday, August 12, 2013
‘The Mortal Sea’
“The Mortal Sea.” A ship’s captain turned scholar tracks our impact on the oceans through time.

A Second Look At Capitalism
A big second look at capitalism. How it’s worked over time. How it hasn’t. And whether it’s run its 
course.

Tuesday, August 13, 2013
Dave Barry On 'Insane City'
We’re talking with Pulitzer Prize-winning humor man Dave Barry about Miami madness and his new 
book, “Insane City.”

Jobs For The Autistic
They’re growing up. They need work. A life. Maybe work the rest of us might fail at.

Wednesday, August 14, 2013
The Secrets Of Happy Families
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What happy families do right, from telling the family story to creating healthy relationships across 
generations.

Environmentalism's Next Generation
A new generation of “climate activists” are ready to raise Hell over the Keystone Pipeline and more. 
We hear from them.

Thursday, August 15, 2013
Grimms' Fairy Tales
From Cinderella to Rapunzel to the really gruesome tales you might not know – the myth and magic of 
the Grimm Brothers fairy tales.

Douglas Rushkoff On 'Present Shock'
Never mind future shock. Douglas Rushkoff says we’re suffering “present shock.” The tyranny of the 
digital, always-on “now.”

Friday, August 16, 2013
Light Pollution And ‘The End Of Night’
A walk on the dark side with Paul Bogard, passionate critic of artificial light and author of “The End of 
Night.”

Week In The News: Bloody Cairo, Stop And Frisk, Airline Merger Grounded
“Stop and frisk” ruled unconstitutional. Big airline merger grounded. Deadly clashes in Cairo. Our 
weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, August 19, 2013
A Generation’s Changing American Dream
Young Americans still hitting economic and career headwinds, and how that’s changing their 
American Dream.

Outrage Over Russia’s Anti-Gay Laws
Outrage rises over Russia’s draconian anti-gay laws, and talk of an Olympic boycott. We look at the 
culture clash and potential consequences.

Tuesday, August 20, 2013
The Humanities Studies Debate
In the 21st century economy, does a humanities major still make sense for college students? We hear 
the arguments.

Bloodshed And Crisis In Egypt
Egypt in crisis. We look at the latest news and the deep implications for the region and the United 
States.

Wednesday, August 21, 2013
John Coltrane’s ‘A Love Supreme’
A deep, new look at the mythos of one of the greatest albums of all time – John Coltrane’s “A Love 
Supreme.” We listen back.
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John Lewis And The 50th Anniversary Of The March On Washington
Civil rights icon and US Congressman John Lewis joins us to talk about the 50 year anniversary of the 
March on Washington — and race in American today.

Thursday, August 22, 2013
Tim Draper On Silicon Valley And Entrepreneurship
We check in on Silicon Valley and the way ahead with heavyweight venture capitalist and tech 
visionary Tim Draper.

Jeff Bezos, The Washington Post, And The Future Of Newspapers
Amazon’s Jeff Bezos buys The Washington Post. We look at the future of newspapers as they merge 
with the digital world.

Friday, August 23, 2013
The Choice To Be Childfree
Childless by choice. We look at the trend of couples saying “no thanks” to having kids.

Week In The News: Syria Horror, Manning Sentence, NSA
Nerve gas charges and scenes of horror in Syria. Bradley Manning gets 35 years. More trouble for the 
NSA. Our weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, August 26, 2013
‘Ecstatic Nation’
“Ecstatic Nation.” A new book looks at the passions and polarization that drove America to civil war.

Chemical Weapons And The Moral Stakes In Syria
The moral stakes in Syria and military options after another massacre and chemical weapons charges.

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
The Cultural History Of The Human Body
Human anatomy, 2013. We take on the symbolism, meaning, and latest science on body parts, head to 
toe.

President Obama’s College Rating Plan
American universities respond to President Obama’s cost-cutting push to rank them by “value,” and 
punish the losers.

Wednesday, August 28, 2013
Transgender In America
Chelsea Manning – formerly Bradley Manning – is all over in the news. We talk with transgender 
Americans about that life.

50 Years Since The March On Washington
It’s been a half century since the March on Washington. We take stock of what we have—and have 
not—overcome.



29 of 130

Thursday, August 29, 2013
America’s Foster Care System
We get inside America’s foster care system to see what it’s doing and not doing, for and to the children 
there.

The Global And Growing Use Of Pesticides
We look at the huge and growing global use of pesticides, at implications and alternatives.

Friday, August 30, 2013
James McBride On His New Novel ‘The Good Lord Bird’
We talk to bestselling author James McBride about his new novel “The Good Lord Bird,” on slavery 
and the abolitionist movement.

Week In The News: Syria, March Anniversary, Fort Hood Sentence
All eyes on Syria. Remembering the March on Washington. The Fort Hood shooter sentenced to death. 
Our weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

September, 2013

Monday, September 02, 2013
Listening Back To Seamus Heaney
With the death of Nobel-Prize-winning Irish poet Seamus Heaney, we listen back to our 2006 
interview with him.

President Obama Seeks Approval For Syria Strike
President Obama seeks Congressional approval for a strike on Syria. We look at the latest.

Tuesday, September 03, 2013
Women, The Workplace, And ‘Second Generation’ Gender Bias
They call it “Second Generation” gender bias. We look at women and the workplace now.

Radiation And Risks At Fukushima
The mess at Fukushima, Japan’s deeply-wounded nuclear plant. It’s worse than we’ve been told. We 
look at the risks for Japan and the world.

Wednesday, September 04, 2013
Big New Mobile Deals
Mega-billion dollar deals between Verizon, Vodafone, Microsoft and Nokia. It’s all about mobile 
computing. We dive in.

The U.S. Congress And Syria
Congress and Syria. What’s it going to do? We look at the complicated battle lines—political, 
strategic, and moral—on Capitol Hill.

Thursday, September 05, 2013
On The Trail Of The World’s Greatest Cheese
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Michael Paterniti wrote about driving cross-country with Einstein’s brain. Now he’s on the trail of the 
world’s greatest piece of cheese. He joins us.

18 Comments
 
Thursday, September 5, 2013 | 10:00 am
The Justice Department And State Pot Laws
The Justice Department won’t challenge Washington State and Colorado’s very liberal pot laws. So, 
what’s coming with marijuana?

Friday, September 06, 2013
The Facts Behind Pregnancy Rules
No caffeine, no alcohol, no sushi, goes the standard mantra for pregnancy. Is that right? Plus: NASA’s 
moondust mission.

Week In The News: Syria And Congress, G20, Fukushima
An attack on Syria goes before Congress. Obama in Russia. Diana Nyad’s epic swim. Our weekly 
news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, September 09, 2013
The History Of The Mississippi River
Life on the Mississippi. Pirates. River rats. Hustlers. Slaves. A new history looks at the American 
resonance of Old Man River.

Big Thinkers On Syria: Morality And Strategy
We invite big thinkers to wrestle with the moral and strategic implications of a military strike or pass 
in Syria.

Tuesday, September 10, 2013
Sue Grafton On ‘W Is For Wasted’
Mega-bestselling crime writer Sue Grafton joins us, on the evolution of the detective novel, and her 
latest, “W is for Wasted.”

Russia’s Move On Syria
Moscow jumps in to push international control of Syria’s chemical weapons. Is this the off-ramp from 
a crisis?

Wednesday, September 11, 2013
The Rise Of E-Cigarettes
E-cigarettes are suddenly all over. Nicotine in a tube. Are they safe?

President Obama’s Case On Syria
The President makes his case on Syria. We turn to Congress and you for reaction.

Thursday, September 12, 2013
For Student Athletes, College Football Is A Broken ‘System’
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Celebrated investigative journalists Armen Keteyian and Jeff Benedict go deep with us on the inside 
story of big time college football.

Modern India: Big Growth, Big Problems
India, once a roaring Asian tiger, hits a wall of corruption and poverty. What’s the way forward now 
for India and other emerging economies?

Friday, September 13, 2013
Billy Crystal On Making Memories And Memoirs
Billy Crystal joins us, on a life in comedy and being Billy Crystal.

Week In The News: Russia, Syria And Colorado Senate Recalls
The President hits pause on Syria. Colorado gun control champions recalled. A pause again for 9/11. 
Our weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines

Monday, September 16, 2013
How Mayors Became Our Best Problem Solvers
Mayors of cities and towns as the new American policy pioneers. Doing it locally.

Economist Tyler Cowen On The End Of Average
American inequality grows again. Economist Tyler Cowen says it’s going to change us, and describes 
how.

Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Songwriter Richard Sherman Has The Hits We Remember
We talk with songwriter and composer Richard Sherman about his work on the Disney classics “Mary 
Poppins,” “The Jungle Book,” and more.

Five Years After Lehman Brothers Collapsed, What’s Changed?
Five years after the collapse of Lehman Brothers, we look at the bust that followed, what’s been 
cleaned up on Wall Street, and what has not.

Wednesday, September 18, 2013
Life Behind The Vibes: Jazz Musician Gary Burton Looks Back
Jazz vibraphone great Gary Burton joins us, on a unique instrument and an unusual life.

Diane Ravitch And The ‘Error’ Of American School Reform
Education icon Diane Ravitch championed education reform from vouchers to charter schools. Now 
she champions against all that. Calls it a mistake. We’ll ask why.

Thursday, September 19, 2013
Extreme Weather, Extreme Consequences In Colorado
The aftermath of Colorado’s devastating mountain flooding, and the towering cost of extreme weather.

In State Health Care Markets, Results May Vary
States are readying their rollout of Obamacare. We’ll check in across the country.
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Friday, September 20, 2013
Margaret Atwood Will Make You Afraid Of Her Tomorrow
Novelist Margaret Atwood is back with her end of the world trilogy and a new human race.

Week in the News: Navy Yard Shooting, Congressional Infighting, Syria
The Navy Yard massacre. Brazil and NSA spying. Chemical weapons negotiation and Syria. Our 
weekly news roundtable goes behind the headlines.

Monday, September 23, 2013
The Emmys, The Fall Season, And TV Now
The Emmys are awarded — we look at what makes the best TV now, and the new season.

Pope Francis Pushes For A Bigger Catholic Tent
A new kind of Pope. Pope Francis says let’s not obsess on gays and abortion. We look at where he may 
be taking the Catholic Church.

Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Robert Reich On Inequality
Former Labor Secretary Robert Reich on his big new documentary on inequality – and his prescription 
for the future.

Obamacare And The Threat Of Government Shutdown
Inching closer to the Republican threat to shut down the government if Obamacare is not repealed. We 
get inside the backstage wrestling match.

Wednesday, September 25, 2013
Mentors For A New Career
Want to start a new career? A new business? We have the ready mentors for you. With real world 
advice.

Obama And Rouhani At The U.N. — A Diplomatic Opening With Iran?
President Obama and new Iranian President Hassan Rouhani at the U.N. Is there a real diplomatic 
opening with Iran?

Thursday, September 26, 2013
Booming Or Busting: Cities And Regions After The Recession
Who’s hot and who’s not among American cities and regions. Who’s booming and why on this side of 
the Great Recession.

Can Processed Food Be Healthy?
Burger King makes a low-cal French fry. Processed food wants to compete on the health front. Can it? 
Fake meat. Super soy. We’ll look.

Friday, September 27, 2013
Director Mike Nichols
The great Mike Nichols—famed director of “The Graduate,” “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf,” “The 
Birdcage” and more—on bringing Harold Pinter to the stage.
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Week In The News: Shutdown Threat, Kenya Terror, Iran
Shutdown mania. Nairobi’s mall of terror. The olive branch from Iran. Our weekly news roundtable 
goes behind the headlines.

Monday, September 30, 2013
China Rising In Movies And Entertainment
China rising in movies and entertainment. Its studios, its ambitions, its Hollywood—and ours.

Obamacare Rolls Out: Signing Up And What’s Next
Signing up for Obamacare. On the eve of the Affordable Care Act rollout, we look at its what, where, 
and how.
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Quarterly Issues/Programs List
“Here And Now”

(July, August, September 2013)

July, 2013

Monday, July 01, 2013
Arizona Wildfire Kills 19 Firefighters
Nineteen elite firefighters have died while battling a fast-moving wildfire in Yarnell, Arizona. The 
firefighters belonged to the Granite Mountain Interagency Hotshot Crew.

Eric Garcetti Takes Over As L.A.’s New Mayor
A majority of Los Angeles residents are optimistic about the city’s future under the leadership of 
newly-elected mayor Eric Garcetti, 42, who starts his first day on the job today.

San Francisco Strike Has Commuters Scrambling
Hundreds of thousands San Francisco area commuters are scrambling to get to their destinations today, 
as the Bay Area Rapid Transit system (BART) goes on on strike for the first time since 1997.

Is It Still The Roberts Court?
After a historic Supreme Court term, NPR’s legal affairs correspondent Nina Totenberg joins us to take 
a look at some of the personalities on the court led by Chief Justice John Roberts.

Singing Nuns Top Classical Charts
 “Angels and Saints at Epheseus” has topped Billboard’s classical charts for weeks. The album was 
recorded by a group of nuns at their priory in rural Missouri.

Egypt’s Protesters Give Morsi Deadline To Leave
Protesters have stormed and ransacked the headquarters of President Mohammed Morsi’s Muslim 
Brotherhood party, and protest organizers are giving Morsi until 5 p.m. Tuesday to step down.

Hotshots: What It’s Like To Be An Elite Firefighter
Most of us are learning a new meaning for the term “hotshot” today, with the tragic news that 19 
firefighters died battling a wildfire in Arizona. We speak with a former hotshot about what the job 
entails.

President Obama Makes Final Stop In Africa
President Obama is in Tanzania today, the last stop on his three-country tour of sub-Saharan Africa. 
NPR’s Ari Shapiro has been traveling with the president and opens his reporter’s notebook.

Chinese Manufacturing Activity Declines
Two surveys show China’s manufacturing weakened again in June amid a credit crunch and slower 
U.S. and European orders.

Politics Outside The Beltway



35 of 130

We talk to NPR’s Charlie Mahtesian about the Texas legislature’s second special session, where they 
plan to take up abortion restrictions.

Sigur Rós Goes Industrial
Each week, NPR Music editor Stephen Thompson brings us new music. This week, he has us listening 
to “Brennesteinn,” off the new album Kveikur by the Icelandic band Sigur Rós.

A Story Of Love, Pride And Cuban Coffee
As often as they can, Kelly Woodward and her fiance hop on Skype at 3:05 in the afternoon. Their 
chats are a excuse to catch up, but it’s mostly about Cuban coffee.

Tuesday, July 02, 2013
Resignations In Egypt As Country Braces For Showdown
Egypt’s embattled President Mohammed Morsi is facing divisions within his own government, as he 
faces an ultimatum from protesters to step down by 5 p.m. today.

Security Cameras Everywhere, But Debate Over The Data
Communities across the nation after 9/11 installed a vast network of public and private security 
cameras. But there’s now a raging debate over how the data is handled.

Heartbeats Could Replace Passwords
Instead of memorizing all those passwords, what if the key to unlocking everything could be linked to 
something unique about you — like the rhythm of your heart?

Students Demand Better Response To Campus Rape
A growing number of female students are filing complaints against their colleges and universities, 
trying to reform how their institutions deal with sexual violence by fellow students.

Ohio Power Plants Respond To New Regulations
In Ohio, coal operators are generally opposed to new regulations aimed at curbing carbon emissions 
from power plants. But the response from some power plant operators has been more muted.

Revisiting News Coverage Of The Battle Of Gettysburg
The Saturday Evening Post, the oldest American magazine in publication, had a reporter at the Battle 
of Gettysburg on the third and final day of fighting. The magazine’s historian recounts his reporting.

Investigation Into 19 Firefighters' Deaths Begins
Officials have launched an investigation into how 19 elite firefighters from the Granite Mountain 
Interagency Hotshot Crew were killed, and whether their deaths could have been prevented.

Remembering The Granite Mountain Hotshots
Six members of the elite group of firefighters killed while battling a wildfire in Arizona regularly 
worked out together at a gym down the street. We speak with a trainer who was friendly with them.

Sifting Through Wildfire Ashes For Memories, Hope
Even though the Black Forest Fire in Colorado burned homes down to their foundations, it didn’t 
destroy everything. The Samaritan’s Purse helps homeowners search the ashes.
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FAA Changes Urged After 5 Near Airline Collisions
The National Transportation Safety Board has recommended that the FAA change its rules for 
handling aborted plane landings, after finding that current rules create “unnecessary collision risk.”

Why Google Pulled The Plug On Google Reader
Google has discontinued its RSS service, Google Reader. We take a look at why, what happens to 
former users and whether it will affect the culture of innovation at Google.

St. Louis' Famous Dish: Toasted Ravioli
New York is famous for its hotdogs. Chicago has its deep dish pizza. And St. Louis is known for its 
toasted ravioli — ravioli that’s covered in breadcrumbs and deep fried.

Wedding Films Are About More Than Getting Married
With the Supreme Court weighing in on gay marriage, can Hollywood be far behind? Filmmakers 
often use wedding movies to address issues like commitment and family dysfunction.

Wednesday, July 03, 2013
Egypt’s Military Deposes President Morsi
Egypt’s military has suspended the Islamist-backed constitution and called early elections. The 
military also announced that embattled President Mohammed Morsi will be replaced.

Applying ‘Moneyball’ Methods To The NBA
You’re probably familiar with the movie, “Moneyball,” in which the Oakland A’s put together a 
successful team using data analysis. Math whiz Muthu Alagappan is trying to do the same for 
basketball.

Researchers Grow ‘Liver Buds’ Using Stem Cells
For the first time, researchers have used stem cells to engineer human “liver buds” — precursors of the 
liver. That’s the report just out from the scientific journal Nature.

William Faulkner On The Battle Of Gettysburg
Some of the most famous words ever written about Gettysburg were penned by the great southern 
writer William Faulkner. Southern author Ron Rash says one key passage is about Faulkner himself.

Reputed Mobster James ‘Whitey’ Bulger On Trial
In Boston, the trial of alleged mobster James “Whitey” Bulger is in its fourth week. There has already 
been a parade of former drug dealers, former FBI agents, a hit man and victims’ families.

Obamacare Employer Mandate Delayed A Year
In a surprising move, the Obama administration announced a major delay in a critical part of the 
Affordable Care Act. NPR’s Julie Rovner joins us to explain the political implications and what it 
means for people who are uninsured.

Snowden Saga Causes Diplomatic Standoff
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The plane carrying Bolivia’s president Evo Morales was diverted to Austria over suspicions that 
Edward Snowden — the former NSA agent who leaked sensitive documents to the press — was on 
board.

Cities Boost Security For July 4th Celebrations
Months after the Boston bombings, big cities are anticipating heavily attended — and heavily guarded 
— July 4th celebrations. We speak with the mayor of Philadelphia about his city’s plans.

Jobless Rates For Young Europeans Hit Record Levels
Jobless rates for people between the ages of 18 to 25 are skyrocketing across the European Union. EU 
leaders are trying to stem the tide by pumping $8 billion into job training programs.

A Look At The Economy Midway Through 2013
This week marks the halfway point of the year. Where is the economy today? This also is the 4th 
anniversary of the start of the “recovery.” The GDP has been growing non-stop since summer 2009.

Thursday, July 04, 2013
The Day After In Egypt
Egyptians woke up with the question today — what happens after you depose a democratically elected 
government? Part of the answer came today from the country’s new interim president.

Summer Of 1776 Set The Stage For Independence
As we celebrate the birth of the nation on this 4th of July, we look back to the summer of 1776, when 
the Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress.

Meningitis Vaccination Effort Aimed At Gay Men
New York’s health department has partnered with gay community organizations, in an aggressive 
campaign to get gay men vaccinated against a deadly strain of meningitis.

The Rowing Team That Stunned the World
In 1936, a rowing team from the University of Washington stunned the world by winning a gold medal 
in eight-oar crew at the Berlin Olympics in front of a crowd that included Adolph Hitler.

Is Your DNA Private? It Might Not Be
Would you want your girlfriend’s parents to be able to test your DNA? With tests getting cheaper and 
easier, it may soon be time to ask whether there should be legal restrictions and privacy considerations.

Fourth Of July: When The Piccolo Gets To Shine
Not all flute players like playing the piccolo, which is smaller than the flute and can be harder to play. 
But Jim Walker, the former principal flutist for the Los Angeles Philharmonic, loves it.

‘House Jackers’ Work To Save Homes From The Next Sandy
Determined to be prepared for the next big storm, some property owners on the Jersey Shore are lifting 
their homes and businesses higher above sea level. The people who do the work are called “house 
jackers.”

Boston’s 4th Celebration Brings More Security
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Cities across the country are beefing up security for July 4th celebrations — the largest public event 
since the marathon bombings. In Boston, the National Guard has set up checkpoints.

The Man Behind The Fireworks Counter
Eli O’Connell, general manager of Shelton fireworks in West Harrison, Indiana, went to bed at 5:30 
a.m. this morning and got up at 7:30 a.m. He expects to be working late tonight too.

How To Shoot Photos Of Fireworks
Spectacular firework displays are the grand finale of big Fourth of July celebrations. We get some 
pointers from a professional photographer who has shot many a Fourth of July.

Friday, July 05, 2013
Egypt’s Islamist Leader Vows To Restore Morsi
Tens of thousands of Islamists streamed across a Nile River bridge toward Cairo’s Tahrir Square on 
Friday, threatening a showdown moments after the top leader of the Muslim Brotherhood defiantly 
spoke before a cheering crowd of supporters, vowing to reinstate ousted President Mohammed Morsi 
and end military rule.

Employers Add 195,000 Jobs, But Jobless Rate Unchanged
The Labor Department reported this morning that employers added 195,000 jobs in June, more than 
estimated, but because more people are looking for work in an improving economy, the unemployment 
rate remained at 7.6 percent.

Philipp Meyer Explores Bloody Origin Of Texas In ‘The Son’
Phllipp Meyer’s epic new novel tells the story of the family who first settled Texas in the early 1800s.

Searching For The Best BBQ In Texas
An Ohio native who became obsessed with Texas barbecue has become the first Barbecue Editor of the 
Texas Monthly.

Region Reacts To Overthrow in Egypt
The overthrow of Egypt’s president Mohammed Morsi has reverberated throughout the Middle East. 
To some it represent an attack on political Islam and for others it’s a triumph for secularism. NPR’s 
Peter Kenyon describes the regional reaction from his perch in Istanbul.

Checking In On Chattanooga’s Bike Share
Bike shares are kicking off around the country — in Chattanooga, organizers face some unique 
challenges.

Friend Remembers Andrew Pochter, American Student Killed In Egypt
 “Andrew saw the best in everyone and he wanted people to understand what was so wonderful about 
that part of the world,” a friend of student Andrew Pochter said.

A Runner’s View Of The Boston Marathon Bombings
The July issue of Runner’s World features a minute-by-minute account from runners of what happened 
at the April 15 Boston Marathon Bombings.
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Group Tries To Increase Access To Bicycles Among African Americans
A nationwide group called Red, Bike and Green is leading community rides and workshops in African-
American communities across the country.

Creating Art, On An Etch A Sketch
The Etch A Sketch has been a popular children’s toy since the 1960s, but there are also Etch A Sketch 
artists out there.

Wimbledon ‘Upsets’ Get Linguist Thinking
At Wimbledon, some of the biggest names in tennis won’t be participating in this weekend’s finals, 
because of a number of upsets — a word that caught the ear of linguist Ben Zimmer.

58 MRI’s And Counting — A Neuroscientist Maps His Own Brain
A scientist at the University of Texas in Austin is trying to see how the human brain changes overtime 
— by getting frequent MRI’s of his brain.

Trayvon Martin's Mother Testifies At Zimmerman Trial
Sybrina Fulton, the mother of slain teenager Trayvon Martin, testified this morning in the ongoing trial 
of George Zimmerman.

Monday, July 08, 2013
Crash Investigators: Did Jet Stall And Hit Sea Wall?
Investigators say the Asiana Airlines jet that crashed at San Francisco’s airport, killing two passengers, 
may have been on the verge of stalling because it was flying too slowly.

A Pilot’s Perspective On San Francisco Crash
The man controlling the plane had never landed that type of jet at San Francisco’s airport before. But 
the head of the Flight Safety Foundation — a former pilot — says that shouldn’t have been an issue.

Deadly Rail Explosion Rekindles Rail Vs. Pipeline Debate
Investigators in the small town of Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, are searching for at least 40 missing people 
after a train transporting oil derailed and exploded over the weekend, killing at least five people.

Fears Of Civil War In Egypt After ‘Massacre’
The only Islamist group to join the military in deposing the elected government of Mohammed Morsi 
says it will withdraw its support for the transition plan after more than 50 pro-Morsi supporters were 
killed.

Egyptian Americans React To Political Upheaval
There are reports that more than 50 supporters of ousted president Mohammed Morsi have been killed 
while protesting. We speak with one Egyptian American about what it’s like to watch this unfold.

Nuclear Power: Fading Away Or Powering Up?
After the Fukushima disaster, many nations shelved their plans for increasing nuclear power 
generation. But with growing concerns about global warming, some nations are giving nuclear a 
second look.
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Buddhist Monk Confronts Japan’s Suicide Culture
Japan’s suicide rate is twice that of the United States. So many people jump in front of subway trains 
that when a train stops between stations, people just assume it’s a suicide.

Politics This Week: Immigration, Student Loan Rates
Congress is back from it’s Fourth of July recess. NPR’s Ron Elving joins us for a preview of what’s on 
lawmakers’ plates this week, including immigration reform, the farm bill and student loan rates.

Consumer Credit Expected To Rise, Fueled By Student Loans
Rising consumer credit has been fueled mainly by student loans, but it raises questions about how 
households can take on this debt, and whether they’ll see a return on their investment.

How To Garden In Drought And Heat
With much of the country under drought conditions and temperatures soaring in the rest of the country, 
what is a backyard gardener to do? Ahmed Hassan joins us with some tips.

Andy Murray Ends Britain’s 77-Year Wimbledon Wait
After 77 years, a British man finally won Wimbledon. Andy Murray beat Novak Djokovic in three 
straight sets. Murray acted as if he couldn’t quite believe it, and most of Britain felt the same way.

Pokey LaFarge’s Love Song To The Midwest
This week, NPR’s Stephen Thompson introduces us to the music of musician and songwriter Pokey 
LaFarge, with his new song “Central Time” from his self titled album.

Tuesday, July 09, 2013
Lac-Mégantic Resident: ‘I Could Feel The Heat On My Cheeks’
Smoke rises from railway cars that were carrying crude oil after derailing in downtown Lac Megantic, 
Quebec, Canada, Saturday, July 6, 2013. (Paul Chiasson/The Canadian Press via AP)
A woman who lives a few blocks from the deadly train derailment and explosion describes the 
aftermath and says there’s no question the town will rebuild its downtown.

Peter Gabriel’s ‘Interspecies Internet’
The Internet helps connect people all over the world, but what if it could also connect dolphins, apes, 
elephants and other species with one another — and also with us?

Cory Doctorow To Young Readers: Hold Government Accountable
In the best selling books, Cory Doctorow uses his hero, teenage hacktivist Marcus Yallow, to get 
young people to think about privacy, civil liberties and the duties of the citizen in the age of the 
Internet.

California Prison Inmates Go On Hunger Strike
It could be the largest prison protest in California’s history. Officials say 30,000 inmates across the 
state have refused meals,. and the inmates leading the protest have released a list of demands.

U.S. Struggles For Footing In Egyptian Crisis
Almost all the sides in the Egyptian conflict have one thing in common — deep mistrust of U.S. power 
and intentions. The U.S. meanwhile is struggling to find a role as the crisis deepens.
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Unrest Continues In Egypt
The Muslim Brotherhood is rejecting a timetable for new elections laid out by the country’s interim 
president. The BBC’s chief international correspondent, Lyse Doucet, joins us from Cairo with the 
latest news.

Citizen Journalist Killed In Syria
Fidaa al- Baali was a trusted source for international journalists. He used his video camera to document 
the Syrian war and anti-government protests. Al-Baali died last Friday.

How Founding Fathers Defined ‘Traitors’ And ‘Treason’
Members of the press and politicians from opposite sides of the aisle have publicly called Edward 
Snowden a traitor. Some have even suggested that his actions amount to treason.

Kentucky Senate Race Will Be One Of 2014′s Most Watched
Republican U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell faces a Democrat who was born just a few years before he 
took office, 34-year-old Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes.

Barnes & Noble CEO Resigns
Barnes & Noble CEO William Lynch Jr. has resigned, amid poor earnings reports and news that it 
would stop manufacturing its e-reader the Nook. What do these changes mean for booksellers?

The Tricky Business Of Farming — CSA Style
Within the local food movement, the community-supported agriculture model is highly valued. But 
running a CSA can bring with it some tricky business decisions.

Advice Columnist Margo Howard Retires
Margo Howard is retiring from the advice business, and now working on a book about her life.
“Dear Margo” and “Dear Prudence” advice columnist Margo Howard is the daughter of advice 
columnist Ann Landers and the niece of “Dear Abby.” She’s retiring but working on a book.

Wednesday, July 10, 2013
Marathon Bombing Suspect Faces First Court Appearance
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 19, will appear in federal court in Boston today to be arraigned on 30 charges in 
connection with the April 15th bombings at the Boston Marathon.

Race Issues Reverberate In Zimmerman Trial
Author Rich Benjamin says the second-degree murder trial of George Zimmerman is being watched 
closely by both whites and African Americans, and will have an impact on our racial future.

Displacement Can Last A Lifetime For Many Refugees
The struggle doesn’t necessarily end for refugees who make it to a safe haven. The United Nations 
estimates the average refugee remains displaced for 17 years.

90 Cents: The Cost Of Safely-Made Jeans In Bangladesh
Bangladeshi factory owners say they can produce a pair of jeans under safer and more humane 
conditions for 90 cents. But buyers consistently ask them to do it for as little as 75 cents.
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Egypt Escalates Crackdown On Muslim Brotherhood
Prosecutors in Egypt have ordered the arrest of the head of the Muslim Brotherhood, along with nine 
other leaders, signaling that the interim government intends to move forward with transition plans.

Competing For The Most Creative Beer Names
Smooth Hoperator and Donkey Punch are couple of the interesting names small brewers have for their 
suds. As more small breweries open up, some of their choices apparently aren’t creative enough.

The Business of Customer Service
When companies cater to their most profitable customers it makes short-term, bottom line sense. But 
NPR’s Steve Henn explains that may not be a good long-term strategy.

Australian Rocker Mia Dyson’s New Album ‘The Moment’
Australian rocker Mia Dyson is out with her first new album since breaking away from former 
Eurythmics star Dave Stewart’s production company. Here & Now caught up with her on tour.

Spain’s Population Declines Amid Economic Crisis
Spain’s 27 percent unemployment rate is forcing people to leave the country to look for work. The 
birthrate is also falling because couples don’t believe they can afford to have children.

A Jedi Knight In Queen Elizabeth’s Court
What if Shakespeare had written Star Wars? Ian Doescher, author of “William Shakespeare’s Star 
Wars” pulls back curtain on the question: what does a wookie sound like in Elizabethan English?

The Brain Science Of Drinking Diet Soda
More and more Americans are consuming artificial sweeteners as an alternative to sugar, but whether 
this translates into better health has been heavily debated.

Thursday, July 11, 2013
House Refuses To Take Senate Path On Immigration
Immigration reform doesn’t seem to be headed towards passage in Congress anytime soon. House 
Republicans say they’re not going to pass one big bill like the Senate has.

Huge New Military Base Goes Unused In Afghanistan
In the sands of southwestern Afghanistan is a brand new, state-of-the-art headquarters for the U.S. 
military that cost $34 million to build. And the U.S. never plans to use it.

Illinois Gov. Suspends Lawmakers’ Pay Over Pension Crisis
Governor Pat Quinn has suspended Illinois lawmakers’ pay, following through on his warning of 
consequences if they failed to come up with a solution to the state’s nearly $100 billion pension crisis.

Smithfield Foods Defends China Takeover
Smithfield Foods CEO Larry Pope is trying to ease concerns that the proposed takeover of the world’s 
largest pork producer by a Chinese company would pose risks to the U.S. food supply.

A Reporter’s Notebook From Shanghai
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After years of go-go growth, China’s economy has been slowing. NPR’s Frank Langfitt has reported 
from Shanghai for many years and opens his reporter’s notebook for us.

Beyond AC/DC — New Music Out Of Australia
KCRW in Santa Monica is well known for setting tastes in music and discovering unknown talent. 
Travis Holcombe, who’s a DJ there, has been hearing a lot of interesting music out of Australia.

New Jersey Takes Up Same-Sex Marriage Fight
New Jersey is the center of the next battle for gay marriage. The state is one of seven that offers same-
sex couples civil unions or domestic partnerships, but advocates say that’s not enough.

Tampa Courts Cuba For Future Business
Miami may be closer to Cuba, but Tampa is ready to capitalize on economic and diplomatic ties to to 
the island nation once the longstanding trade embargo is lifted.

Remembering A Key Moment In The Anti-Apartheid Movement
Fifty years ago today, police raided a small farm near Johannesburg, South Africa. They found 
evidence that eventually led to a life sentence for Nelson Mandela.

Happy 85th Birthday, Sliced Bread
The Chillicothe Baking Company sold the first wrapped package of sliced bread in history on July 7, 
1928. So what can sliced bread teach us about business?

Rookie Player Stirs Uproar In MLB All-Star Voting
Yasiel Puig, a rookie baseball player for the Los Angeles Dodgers, has generated buzz and controversy 
as fans vote for the last players to be named to the MLB All-Star teams.

Oil Prices Are Up, As Is Consumer Demand
Oil prices are up, U.S.crude oil supplies are down and consumer demand for oil has gone sky high. 
Unrest in the Middle East, problems along the pipeline and a strong economy have all contributed.

John Singer Sargent And The Painting That Made His Reputation
John Singer Sargent painted “The Daughters of Edward Darley Boit” more than 130 years ago, but his 
depiction of four little girls in white pinafores is still a favorite attraction at the Museum of Fine Arts 
Boston.

Friday, July 12, 2013
Snowden Asks For Temporary Asylum In Russia
At a meeting with human rights groups today, Edward Snowden, the leaker of U.S. National Security 
Agency secrets, said he’s seeking temporary political asylum in Russia.

Sanford Takes Precautions Ahead Of Zimmerman Verdict
Police and city leaders in Sanford and South Florida say they have taken precautionary steps for the 
possibility of mass protests or even civil unrest if George Zimmerman is acquitted.

Texas Abortion Bill Expected To Win Approval
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Texas Lt. Governor David Dewhurst is warning protesters that they will be jailed for up to 48 hours if 
they disrupt the expected approval of an abortion bill today, in a special session of the state Senate.

Food Stamp Advocates Outraged Over Farm Bill
The House of Representatives has passed a farm bill that strips any provisions for food stamps. What 
does this mean for low-income people who depend on food stamps and food banks?

Plane Crash Exposes Seat Belt Differences
The Asiana Airlines flight that crashed in San Francisco had different seat belts for different classes of 
passengers: lap belts in economy and three-point seat belts in first class. Why?

The Q-Tip: Hero Or Menace?
The Q-tip is a source of pleasure for many people — there’s just something about cleaning out your 
ears that feels so good. But it turns out most people do it wrong.

Plans Underway For ‘American Writers Museum’
Malcolm O’Hagan was visiting the Dublin Writer’s Museum in his native Ireland when he wondered if 
there was a museum that honored American writers. He discovered there wasn’t and decided to start 
one.

What's Really Holding Republicans Back on Immigration
As debate over the immigration bill continues, NPR’s Mara Liasson explains the political calculations 
House Republicans are making as they delay a full immigration overhaul.

Quebec Train Crash Fuels Pipeline Debate
Supporters and opponents of the Keystone XL oil pipeline are using the train explosion to bolster their 
arguments. Advocates say pipelines are safer; opponents say both rail and pipelines are risky.

Why Is The Stock Market Doing So Well?
U.S. stock futures are up today, a day after the stock market closed at record highs. Given the still 
sluggish economy, why is the stock market doing so well?

Egypt Government Cracks Down On News Media
It’s not just supporters of Egypt’s ousted president who are being targeted. Members of the media who 
are seen as sympathetic to the Muslim Brotherhood are also facing a crackdown.

New Evidence May Give ‘Boston Strangler’ A Name
Authorities say they have new evidence proving who killed the last victim in the infamous Boston 
Strangler case of the 1960s. But questions are being raised about how the evidence was obtained.

Is The Internet Reaching Its Limit?
With billions of Tumblr blogs out there and millions of tweets per day, the Internet just keeps growing. 
Is there a limit? Markus Hoffman, head of Bell Labs Research, says yes — and we’re approaching it.

The Business Plan Behind ‘Sharknado’



45 of 130

The campy movie “Sharknado” — about sharks caught in a tornado and dumped in California — 
premiered on SyFy and unleashed a storm on Twitter. What is the secret to this low budget film’s 
success?

‘Under the Dome’ Part Of New TV Trend
The new CBS show “Under the Dome,” about a small town that is suddenly and mysteriously enclosed 
by a barrier, has been a hit with 13.5 million viewers on its first night.

Listener Letters: Politicians And Australian Bands
We read and listen to several comments about our recent interviews and stories — from Congressman 
Mo Brooks to new music out of Australia.

Monday, July 15, 2013
How Stand-Your-Ground Laws Affect Verdicts
Even though George Zimmerman’s lawyers didn’t use Florida’s stand-your-ground law to defend him, 
the jury was instructed to determine its verdict based on that law.

Jesse Jackson: ‘I Do Not Accept’ Zimmerman Verdict
Rev. Jesse Jackson is calling on the U.S. Justice Department to file criminal civil rights charges against 
Zimmerman. He’s comparing the verdict to civil rights-era cases.

Zimmerman’s Legal Fight May Continue
While the criminal case may be over, civil charges and a possible federal suit may keep George 
Zimmerman in the courtroom.

Will The Latest Abortion Laws Hold Up In Court?
Texas has joined 11 other states in banning abortions at some point in the second trimester of 
pregnancy, but it’s unlikely these kinds of laws will pass muster at the Supreme Court.

Head Start Programs Try To Deal With Sequester Cuts
Up to 70,000 children could lose access to Head Start programs as a result of the federal budget cuts 
known as the sequester. Local programs are trying to compensate for the cuts.

Why We Lose Weight When We Sleep
Why do we weigh less in the morning than we do at night? NPR’s Robert Krulwich decided to find out 
and he shares his findings with us. It turns out much of it has to do with breathing.

Trial Of Ex-Goldman Sachs Vice President Begins
Jury selection commences today for the trial of a former Goldman Sachs vice president, Fabrice 
Tourre. The SEC says Tourre, or “Fabulous Fab” as he was known, misled investors.

Senate Nears Showdown Over ‘Nuclear Option’
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid may use the “nuclear option” to push through stalled presidential 
nominations. What could this mean for the future of filibusters and the minority party?

Pittsburgh Pirates Get Creative With Money
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The Pittsburgh Pirates have endured 20 straight losing seasons, but now have one of the best records of 
all Major League Baseball teams. The case can be made they did it by smart investing.

Top Runners Test Positive For Banned Substances
Tyson Gay, a former Olympic champion, and Asafa Powell, a world record holder in the 100 meters, 
have confirmed that they tested positive for performance-enhancing drugs.

China’s Economic Growth Slips Again
Figures out today show a slowdown in China’s economic growth for the second quarter in a row. We a 
town that is home to one of the country’s largest ship builders to see the effects.

Comments
Egyptians Come To Grips With Political Upheaval
Egypt has seen two leaders deposed in under three years. So how do people in different parts of the 
country feel now? The BBC’s Ahmed Maher is on the road to find out.

Comments
How TV Shows Cope With An Actor’s Death
Actor Cory Monteith, 31, a star of the Fox show “Glee,” has died. It’s unclear how producers will 
address his death as the show ramps up for its new season, but the situation is not unprecedented.

Fighting Words From Minnesota Rapper Dessa
NPR’s Stephen Thompson brings us the song “Fighting Fish” off the new album by Minnesota rapper 
Dessa. It includes lyrics about Greek philosophy and emotional turmoil.

Tuesday, July 16, 2013
Filibuster Showdown May Be Averted
After a rare meeting of nearly all senators last night, and a lot of horse trading this morning, a deal has 
been reached to confirm some of Obama’s long-stalled cabinet nominations.

Brother Of Alleged Bulger Victim Speaks Out
Debra Davis was the girlfriend of Stephen “The Rifleman” Flemmi — the right hand man of reputed 
mob boss James “Whitey” Bulger — when she was murdered in 1981. We speak with her brother.

‘Boy Of Baraka’ Brings Sweet Change To Baltimore
Back in 2005, we met Baltimore teenager Devon Brown, who was featured in the documentary “The 
Boys of Baraka.” He’s now an entrepreneur with an ice cream business that helps young black men.

From Lehman Brothers To Medical School
Bhavin Patel was working for Lehman Brothers in 2008, but shortly before the investment bank failed, 
he decided to change his career. Now, he is about to become a doctor.

Could Technology Upgrades Help Stop Welfare Fraud?
After revelations of welfare fraud in Massachusetts, there have been calls for entitlement reform. But a 
public policy student argues that what’s really needed is an upgrade to the state’s data systems.

Preaching A Healthy Lifestyle To Pastors
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A pastor’s job is to tend to the needs of the flock, and that can take a toll. A health initiative in North 
Carolina is aimed at improving the physical well being of Methodist minsters.

Hard Push For New Glass-Steagall Act To Regulate Banks
Four senators, including Elizabeth Warren and John McCain are proposing “The 21st Century Glass-
Steagall Act” to force Wall Street to separate traditional banking from speculative investment.

Australian PM Changes Carbon Tax Ahead Of Election
Australia’s Prime Minister is replacing a deeply unpopular carbon tax with a less-severe emissions 
trading scheme, in a bid to lower people’s electric bills ahead of a tight national election.

Renee Graham’s Off-The-Radar Playlist
Here & Now pop culture critic Renee Graham recommends three new albums: “Sound the Alarm” 
from Booker T. Jones, “Avalanche” from Quadron and “No Beginning No End” by Jose James.

Drug Cartel Leader Arrested In Mexico
The leader of one of Mexico’s most violent drug organizations was captured yesterday. NPR’s Carrie 
Kahn explains who he was and what this could mean for the long-running drug war in Mexico.

Is Yahoo Making A Comeback?
Yahoo’s stock is up nearly 36 percent this year. Investors have had high hopes since the arrival of CEO 
Marissa Mayer, who joined Yahoo from Google.

Britain Anticipates Royal Baby
Bookies are taking bets on the future King or Queen of England: gender, weight, name — even future 
university and profession. They’ve hauled in $1.5 million — a record for a non-sports event.

Wednesday, July 17, 2013
Update From West, 3 Months After Plant Explosion
It’s been three months since the deadly fertilizer plant explosion in West, Texas, that killed 15 people. 
Mayor Tommy Muska says residents are trying to rebuild, but it’s a long process.

Khaled Hosseini’s Latest Bestseller Spans Generations
Author Khaled Hosseini found international fame with his debut novel, “The Kite Runner.” He’s now 
out with a new book that follows its characters around the globe, from Afghanistan to Paris to 
California.

Rep. John Lewis Pushes For Updated Voting Rights Act
The Senate Judiciary Committee hears testimony today on the future of the Voting Rights Act, now 
that the Supreme Court has nullified a key part of the law, saying it’s outdated.

Can Oregon Pay College Tuition Forward?
Federal student loan debt now tops a trillion dollars. Oregon is working on a plan that would let 
students pay for their education later, based on a percentage of their future income.

Al-Qaida Branch Says No. 2 Leader Killed In Yemen
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The Yemen-based branch of al-Qaida says a U.S. drone strike has killed a former Guantanamo Bay 
prisoner who rose to become the group’s No. 2 figure.

Busting The Quinoa Myth
NPR food and health correspondent Allison Aubrey joins us to talk about the myth that the explosion 
in popularity in quinoa has deprived the indigenous people of the Andes of their share.

Would You Let Your TV Watch You?
The technology exists for a TV that could track movement in a room, as a way to help target 
advertising to the watcher. Legislation to control this technology is also in the works.

Mexican Theme Park Offers Fake Border Crossing
A theme park in Mexico, nearly 800 miles from the U.S. border, offers visitors hot springs, rappelling 
and more recently, the thrills and chills of an illegal border crossing.

New Genetic Therapy Could Erase Down Syndrome
The journal Nature reports that researchers may have found a way to correct the chromosome defect 
that causes Down syndrome, though it will be years before it could be used as a therapy.

What Are People Drinking Instead Of Coke?
Coca-Cola has reported disappointing second-quarter results, citing bad weather and weak global 
growth. But the company has been steadily losing consumers in the United States.

Uncertain Future For Fannie And Freddie
For the first time since the big housing crash five years ago, it appears that some lawmakers are getting 
serious about replacing the mortgage giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.

Heat Wave Bears Down On U.S.
The first big heat wave of the summer is here, bearing down on all parts of the U.S. The oppressive 
heat is expected to last a bit longer than the usual three days.

In China, Another Food Scandal Makes Headlines
Chinese citizens are worn down with news of contaminated food — including toxic milk powder, 
poisonous rice and fake food. They’re now coming up with their own solutions to deal with the crisis.

Thursday, July 18, 2013
South Africa Marks Nelson Mandela’s Birthday
Millions of children across South Africa sang “Happy Birthday” to Nelson Mandela today as he turns 
95. People around the world are joining South Africans in celebrating his life.

Tenn. Black Caucus Calls For Review Of ‘Stand Your Ground’
As Trayvon Martin’s parents speak out for the first time since the Zimmerman trial ended, the 
Tennessee Black Caucas is calling for a review of that state’s stand-your-ground law.

A Reporter’s Notebook From The Middle East
NPR’s Deborah Amos opens up her reporter’s notebook, from her experiences reporting on the conflict 
in Syria, to the refugee crisis in neighboring countries.
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‘Queer Eye’ Stars Look Back, 10 Years On
Ten years ago this week, “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” debuted on Bravo. Stars Carson Kressley 
and Ted Allen reflect on how it brought gay men into living rooms across America.

Do Young Adults Read For Pleasure?
Book lover and journalist Danny Heitman is worried that college students aren’t reading for fun 
anymore. He recommends 10 books that college-age young men and women would enjoy.

Affordable Care Act Continues To Divide Obama, Lawmakers
A day after House lawmakers voted for delays in implementing health care reform, President Obama 
today made a push for his Affordable Care Act, saying it is cutting costs for consumers.

Law School Enrollment Plunges
Law school enrollment is taking a nose dive, and law schools are trimming their faculty rolls. The legal 
market has yet to recover from the recession, and that means fewer students applying.

Penn State To Pay $60 Million To Sandusky Victims
Penn State has reportedly reached an agreement with most of the 32 plaintiffs who say they were 
sexually abused by former assistant football coach Jerry Sandusky.

Cleveland Hosts National Senior Games
As many as 10,000 athletes from across the country — ranging in age from 50 to 90 plus — are 
gathering in Cleveland, Ohio, to compete in the 14th National Senior Games.

Netflix Makes Emmy History
For the first time ever, programs not made for television have won top nominations for this year’s 
Emmy awards. Netflix’s online-only “House of Cards” received nine nominations.

New Tyler Perry Shows Offer Lessons On Finance
Tyler Perry has two new shows on the Oprah Winfrey Network: “The Have and The Have Nots” and 
“Love Thy Neighbor.” They both offer lessons on finance, according to columnist Michelle Singletary.

Friday, July 19, 2013
Obama: Black Americans Feel Pain In Martin Verdict
In a surprise statement at the White House today, President Obama said black Americans feel pain 
after the Trayvon Martin verdict because of a “history that doesn’t go away.”

Trooper Who Released Tsarnaev Photos Under Investigation
A state police photographer released gritty images of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s capture, in response to 
Rolling Stone magazine’s cover photo of the surviving bombing suspect.

Aurora Shooting Survivor Stands Strong
One year after the Aurora movie theater shooting, Marcus Weaver says he’s still recovering 
emotionally and physically, but he’s moving forward. Weaver was shot in the arm and his friend was 
killed.
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Denver Asks 'What About Our Daily Shootings?'
As Aurora marks the one year anniversary of the mass shooting at a movie theater, some community 
leaders in Denver say there are other shootings that deserve attention too.

In ‘Big Brother’ Lionel Shriver Explores Obesity
Author Lionel Shriver has taken on hot-button topics before. In her new novel “Big Brother,” the topic 
is morbid obesity, and she mines some of her own family history.

Iron & Wine’s Sam Beam, In His Own Words
Singer-songwriter Sam Beam — who’s better known by his musical persona Iron & Wine — 
performed at the Boston Public Library as part of a new music series at WBUR called “Off the 
Record.”

Abortion Pill Sellers In Mexico Expect Boom From Texas
Now that Texas Gov. Rick Perry has signed a law that critics say could force most of the state’s 
abortion clinics to close, those who sell abortion-inducing pills in Mexico expect a jump in business.

Detroit’s City Retirees Worry Pensions Won’t Be Paid
Now that Detroit has declared bankruptcy, the city will continue to pay its employees. But what about 
the retirees? Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder says he’s not sure some people will ever be paid.

What Bankruptcy Means For Detroit Residents, Businesses
Now that Detroit has filed for bankruptcy — the largest-ever municipal bankruptcy in U.S. history — 
can residents still access city services? And how will it affect parts of the city that are seeing growth?

What’s Next For The Farm Bill?
NPR’s Tamara Keith joins us to explain what’s next, after House Republicans passed their version of 
the farm bill, stripping out the food stamp program for the first time in decades.

Spiking Heat Hampers California Wildfire Containment
More than 6,000 residents and tourists have been evacuated from a community in the mountains above 
Palm Springs, as a wildfire burns over 35 square miles.

Comic-Con International Hits San Diego
Storm troopers, bat men and every alien you can think of are descending on the streets of San Diego 
for the annual Comic-Con International convention.

Trying To Keep Cool, Across The U.S.
Much of the U.S. is sweltering under a heat wave that’s expected to lift this weekend. We check in 
with an air conditioning repair service about how business has been and how repairmen are staying 
cool.

Listener Letters: Tyson Gay
There was a little misunderstanding over something we said recently, while promoting a story about 
elite runner Tyson Gay. A listener joins us to explain.

Monday, July 22, 2013
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In Prison With Nelson Mandela
Anti-apartheid activist Ahmed Kathrada spent nearly 27 years in prison with Nelson Mandela. He 
speaks to Here & Now about those years, about Mandela and forgiving his enemies.

Ohio Man Charged With Murder After 3 Bodies Found
An Ohio man possibly influenced by a serial killer was charged Monday with aggravated murder after 
three bodies wrapped in trash bags were found in suburban Cleveland.

Online Buffett Class: A Lesson In Charitable Giving
Thanks to her younger brother Warren Buffett, Doris Buffett has a lot of money to give away. Now, 
her foundation is partnering with Northeastern University to offer a course on philanthropy.

Remembering Thousands Of POWs And MIAs
The group Rolling Thunder is spearheading an effort to bring attention to the thousands of Americans 
who were either prisoners of war of went missing in action in the nation’s wars.

What Is It About ‘The Big Lebowski’?
“The Big Lebowski” baffled critics and audiences when it came out 15 years ago, but it now has a cult 
following. We drop in on Lebowski Fest in Louisville, Kentucky to find out what inspires fans’ 
devotion.

Story By 'Catch-22' Author Published For First Time
 “Almost Like Christmas” is a story of racism and violence that author Joseph Heller wrote sometime 
between the late 1940s and early 1950s, but never published. It’s now seeing the light of day.

Chinese Company Attempts To Build Panama Canal Alternative
Nicaragua wants to build its own canal to connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The government 
recently awarded a Chinese company a contract to do just that.

President Obama To Make Economic Pitch In Midwest
Later this week President Obama will head to the Midwest, where he will deliver a series of speeches 
outlining his economic proposals. NPR’s Ron Elving joins us with details on what we can expect to 
hear.

Comments
What Can Obama Do About The Economy?
With Congress deadlocked in partisan strife, what can President Obama actually do to restart this 
conversation about the economy?

A Quiet Turn From A Former Punk Rocker
Clem Snide is the musical pen name of Israeli-born singer named Eef Barzelay. NPR Music’s Stephen 
Thompson brings us a song from his new compilation, “We Leave Only Ashes.”

U.S. Drops Unarmed Bombs On Great Barrier Reef
Despite the U.S. Navy’s assurances that the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park was not damaged by the 
bombing — the result of a training exercise gone wrong — Australians and environmentalists are 
upset.
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What Detroit Can Learn From Other Cities
As officials in Detroit move forward with the city’s bankruptcy filing, what can they learn from other 
U.S. cities that have gone down this path, such as Harrisburg, Penn. and Central Falls, R.I.?

Royal Baby Could Inherit $1 Billion
While the world waits for Britain’s royal baby, Jason Bellini of the Wall Street Journal is crunching 
some numbers. He says the new baby — third in line for the British throne — could inherit $1 billion.

Tuesday, July 23, 2013
Pete Cashmore On Mashable’s Success And The Next Big Thing
When he was 19, Pete Cashmore created Mashable in his childhood bedroom. Now, the news site for 
“the connected generation” has nearly 20 million unique visitors per month.

Facebook Debuts New Anti-Bullying Features
A child psychologist has worked with Facebook to create new message screens and options in 
Facebook to help young teens sort through their emotions and resolve issues on Facebook.

50 Years On, The Stones Are Still Rocking
The Rolling Stones have been making their special blend of music since the early 60s. And they’re still 
playing to sold-out crowds in huge arenas. A new book digs into their catalog of great songs.

Pentagon Puts Price Tag On Military Options In Syria
For the first time, the Department of Defense is detailing the U.S. military options to stem the tide of 
the civil war in Syria. The options come with costs in the billions of dollars.

Report: Families Reaching Limit In Paying For College
The authors of a new Sallie Mae report say “we’ve entered into a post-recession reality in how families 
are paying for college.” The use of college savings plans is at its highest level.

FAA Investigates Landing Gear Failure On Southwest Jet
Officials say the nose wheel of a Southwest Airlines flight landing at New York’s LaGuardia Airport 
collapsed right after the aircraft touched down on the runway.

Women Not Just On The Sidelines In Summer Film
Women have been playing much more varied and interesting roles than the sidekicks usually found in 
summer fare, according to Boston Globe film critic Ty Burr.

Off The Campaign Bus, Seeing Iowa By Bicycle
The Des Moines Register’s Annual Bike Ride Across Iowa (RAGBRAI) kicked off this weekend and 
this year, NPR’s national political correspondent Don Gonyea is riding in the pack.

First-Time Home Buyers Still Being Shut Out
The National Association of Realtors reports home sales are up 15 percent over last year. But the 
housing recovery is increasingly pricing out first-time home buyers, according to the Wall Street 
Journal.
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Bald Eagles Bring People Together In Connecticut
A community of birdwatchers has come together on an industrial stretch of Route 5 in Hamden, Conn., 
where they gather at night to watch an American bald eagle and its chick.

Baseball Fans Wonder Who Will Be Suspended Next
The Milwaukee Brewers’ Ryan Braun has been suspended for the rest of the season for violating 
baseball’s drug program. What could this mean for other players allegedly connected to a Miami anti-
aging clinic?

Wednesday, July 24, 2013
East Cleveland Murders Put Spotlight On Abandoned Homes
Three bodies found in and around abandoned houses in East Cleveland have raised questions about the 
prevalence of vacant homes. There are 4,000 in East Cleveland alone.

McDonald's Earnings Fall; Will The McWrap Help?
McDonald’s serves 69 million people a day and analysts are wondering if new offerings like the 
McWrap will allow the chain to hold onto their regular customers while appealing to new ones.

A New Kind Of Second Opinion — At A Price
Metamed offers personalized research to people with difficult medical conditions. Critics call it health 
care for the 1 percent, but the company says it hopes to eventually help millions.

12-Year-Old Learns Perils Of Day Trading In New Novel
In Elissa Brent Weissman’s new book for young adults, “The Short Seller,” 12-year-old Lindy Sachs is 
bored by math until her dad teaches her how to trade on the stock market.

A Look At The State Of The U.S. Economy
As President Obama kicks off an economic tour of the Midwest, outlining the state of the economy and 
his plans for its future, we talk to an economist about the state of the economy.

President Obama Shifts Focus To The Economy
NPR’s national political correspondent Mara Liasson joins us to talk about the politics of President 
Obama’s economic speech at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois.

Why Is Galesburg So Popular With Presidents?
President Obama is in Galesburg, Illinois today. He’s been there before and it turns out he’s not the 
only president or future president to visit the small prairie town west of Chicago.

Lawyer: Snowden To Stay In Moscow Airport For Now
A lawyer advising National Security Agency leaker Edward Snowden says his asylum status has not 
been resolved and that he is going to stay at the Moscow airport for now.

Judge Stops Lawsuits Against Detroit Bankruptcy
In Detroit today, a federal judge has halted all lawsuits challenging the city’s historic bankruptcy. The 
ruling is considered a defeat for employee unions and retirees.

How The Timing Of Meals Affects Our Waistlines



54 of 130

A growing body of evidence suggests that it’s not just what we eat that’s important. It’s also when we 
eat that influence our health and waistlines. We take a look at the science.

Apple Profits Fall, But Exceed Analysts’ Expectations
Apple’s stock prices rose in the third quarter, even as profits lagged. Sales of its iPhone performed 
well, but overall product sales in China fell 14 percent compared to this time last year.

Growing Up Royal
The infant prince, third in line to the British throne, is now home with his parents. For some 
perspective, we consider the childhood of his great-grandmother, Queen Elizabeth.

Thursday, July 25, 2013
Oakland Father Reflects On ‘Fruitvale Station’
Jack Bryson’s two sons were childhood friends of Oscar Grant III, and were on the train platform with 
him when he was shot by a transit police officer.

As Americans Drive Less, What Does That Mean For Cities?
A new report from the advocacy group U.S. PIRG has found that for the first time in six decades, 
Americans are actually driving less. It marks a shift in American attitudes toward the car.

New Alzheimer's Research Could Lead To Treatments
A new report in the journal Nature shows a significant step forward in figuring out what causes things 
to go wrong in the brain early on in Alzheimer’s disease.

DREAMer Hopes For Full Citizenship
As a child, 25-year-old Renata Teodoro was brought to the U.S. from Brazil by her parents, who lived 
and worked in the Boston area until her father’s asylum application was denied and her mother was 
deported.

Justice Dept. To Challenge States On Voting Rights
Attorney General Eric Holder says the Justice Department is asking a federal court in Texas to make 
the state get approval in advance before changing its voting laws and practices.

An Argument Against Standing Desks
One office worker says he enjoys sitting and he’s tired of the “superior moral attitude” from the 
standers around him. He argues there are other solutions to the health problem of sitting too long.

Remembering Faye Hunter Of ‘Let’s Active’
Faye Hunter, who played bass and sang in Let’s Active, has died at 59. The band never made it big 
commercially, but their sound helped pave the way for bands like R.E.M.

Gas Well Blowout Raises Concerns About Drilling Safety
A natural gas well explosion in the Gulf of Mexico is reviving concerns about drilling safety, three 
years after the Deepwater Horizon explosion led to the biggest offshore oil spill in U.S. history.

Sugar Subsidy Spurs Battle Between Growers And Candy Makers
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A heated battle is taking place over whether the government should continue a program to help out 
sugar growers. Candy manufacturers say it keeps the price of sugar artificially high.

A Busy Week On Capitol Hill
The House voted on the NSA’s surveillance program, the Senate reached a compromise on student 
loan rates and a House measure was passed to phase out door-to-door mail service.

Moammar Gadhafi’s Son Faces Trial Next Month
Two years after Libyan dictator Moammar Gadhafi was ousted from power and killed, his son Saif 
Gadhafi faces charges of crimes against humanity. There has been a fight over where to try him.

Award-Winning Novel On Asian American Artists
Don Lee’s novel “The Collective” is a meditation on friendship and what it means to be Asian and an 
artist in the United States. It won the 2013 Asian/Pacific American Award for literature.

Story Update: A Victory In Fight To Overhaul Penn Station
The New York City Council voted to limit Madison Square Garden’s lease at Penn Station to 10 years. 
That’s great news to a couple of activists who said Penn Station was in need of a serious overhaul.

Friday, July 26, 2013
Juror Says Zimmerman ‘Got Away With Murder’
Juror B29 says she feels George Zimmerman got away with murder for fatally shooting Trayvon 
Martin, but there wasn’t enough evidence to convict him under Florida law.

Journalist And Iraqi Interpreter Unite
When Rajiv Chandrasekaran was Baghdad bureau chief for the Washington Post in 2003 and 2004, he 
hired several Iraqis to work as interpreters or drivers. This year, he set out to find them.

The Ad-Woman Who Made Diamonds ‘Forever’
The new novel “The Engagements” interweaves four tales about the significance of diamonds with the 
real-life story of Frances Gerety, a young advertising copywriter in the 1940s.

The Impact Of Seeing Disaster Videos Over And Over
The train derailment in Spain is the latest in a series of disasters that has come with a series of video 
images that have been played over and over again in the media.

San Diego Mayor To Get Therapy Amid Scandal
San Diego Mayor Bob Filner says he will undergo therapy, amid allegations that he sexually harassed 
women. A series of women say he kissed, groped and placed them in headlocks.

If Detroit Went Bankrupt, Why Is Philadelphia Paying?
Philadelphia is already feeling the effects of Detroit’s bankruptcy. Philly will pay hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in additional interest costs over the next 20 years as a result.

Hedge Fund Pleads Not Guilty To Fraud Charges
Connecticut-based hedge fund SAC Capital Advisors pleaded not guilty today to criminal charges 
accusing it of letting insider trading flourish for more than a decade.
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Who’s Next In Line For The Federal Reserve?
Two well-known economists are considered top contenders to replace Federal Reserve Chair Ben 
Bernanke, who’s expected to step down in January: Larry Summers and Janet Yellen.

New Music: From Parisian Blues To American Pop
KCRW’s DJ Travis Holcombe brings us songs by French-born Don Cavalli, British band Temples, 
North Carolina singer-songwriter Jackson Scott and D.C. pop trio Misun.

London Marks One-Year Anniversary Of The Olympics
A new poll shows two-thirds of UK residents believe the country got its money’s worth from the 
Olympics, even though the $13 billion cost was three times the original budget.

A-Rod Wants To Play, Yankees Refuse
Alex Rodriguez, still recovering from an injury, issued a statement early yesterday asking to be 
activated for Friday’s game against the Tampa Bay Rays. The Yankees declined.

Film Critic Makes Acting Debut In ‘Computer Chess’
A longtime film critic has made a bold leap to the other side of the camera. Gerald Peary’s acting debut 
is in “Computer Chess,” a quirky new feature by indie filmmaker Andrew Bujalski.

Monday, July 29, 2013
Israeli, Palestinian Officials To Meet In Washington
Israeli and Palestinian officials are scheduled to meet in Washington today to talk about breaking a 
five-year deadlock over a peace process for the Middle East.

Madeleine Albright On Peace Talks: ‘This Is The Beginning Of The Beginning’
As Israeli and Palestinian officials meet for the first time in years, former U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who now chairs the Albright Stonebridge Group, shares her advice and analysis.

A Claim That Electric Cars Aren’t Green Fuels Firestorm
Electric cars have lower greenhouse gas emissions than the average gas-guzzling vehicle. But 
conservationist Ozzie Zehner argues they may ultimately be worse for the environment.

The Woman Behind ‘Orange Is The New Black’
Netflix’s new original series “Orange Is the New Black” is based on the life of Piper Kerman, a Smith 
graduate and self-described WASP who must go to prison for 13 months when her past catches up with 
her.

Gay Priest Calls Pope’s Comments ‘Step In Right Direction’
In an extraordinary, impromptu press conference this morning, Pope Francis said of homosexuality, 
“Who am I to judge them if they’re seeking the Lord in good faith?”

Merger Would Create World’s Largest Advertising Firm
A merger between two advertising giants, Omnicom Group in the U.S. and the Publicis in France, 
would create the world’s largest advertising firm — one worth more than $35 billion.
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Home Construction Roars Back in Colorado
After years of lackluster growth, single-family home construction is finally making a comeback in 
many parts of the country. One of the states leading the way is Colorado.

Murdered Women Remembered In East Cleveland
While 35-year-old Michael Madison sits in an Ohio jail cell, accused of multiple murders, friends and 
family of his alleged victims are holding events to remember their lives.

Jewelry Heist In Cannes Is Third In 3 Months
A lone man sneaked into a diamond show in a luxury Cannes, France, hotel and made off with some 
$136 million of loot, a French state prosecutor says. It’s the third major jewel theft since May.

Politics This Week: From Hillary Clinton To Kentucky Senate Race
President Obama sits down for a private lunch today with Hillary Clinton. Meanwhile, outside of 
Washington, the Senate race in Kentucky is beginning to heat up.

Singer-Songwriter Laura Veirs Greets The Sun
Each week NPR’s Stephen Thompson brings us something new to listen to. This week he introduces us 
to Laura Veirs’ “Sun Song” from her new album “Warp And Weft.”

From ‘Princess Bride’ Villain To Playwright
New York’s Public Theater is putting on a showcase of the work of playwright Wallace Shawn. You 
might know Shawn better for his acting roles than his intellectually-demanding plays.

Tuesday, July 30, 2013
Bradley Manning Acquitted Of Aiding The Enemy
Army private Bradley Manning has been acquitted of the most serious charge against him — aiding the 
enemy — but he still faces up to 136 years in prison.

Bradley Manning 101: What He Revealed
What is the material at the heart of the Bradley Manning case, and what are the prosecution and 
defense saying about it? We ask law professor Yochai Benkler, who was a witness for the defense.

Valley Fever Strikes Hard In California Towns
Often considered a “silent epidemic,” valley fever has officially infected 20,000 Americans, but some 
think the numbers are much higher. We speak with one father who has three children with the disease.

Data-Driven Parenting: A Mom Who Tracks Everything
Many parents look to parenting books and blogs for tips on raising their children. Amy Webb prefers 
to collect and analyze her own data to direct her parenting style.

Tropical Depression Flossie Hits Hawaii
Flossie has been downgraded from a tropical storm, but high winds and heavy rains have knocked out 
power to thousands of homes on several islands, and there are worries about flooding.

Writing And Living On Martha’s Vineyard
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Ahead of the Martha’s Vineyard Book Festival this weekend, Here & Now sits down with two authors, 
Ward Just and Laura Wainwright, who both make the Vineyard their home year-round.

Texas Oil Boom Drives Up Electricity Prices
In an ironic twist of energy fate, the electricity needed to power oil drilling and production equipment 
in Texas is outpacing the ability of local power grids to transmit it.

Prison Raid Frees Dozens Of Militants In Pakistan
The Taliban is claiming responsibility for a sophisticated attack on a prison in Pakistan that freed more 
than 200 inmates, many of them described as dangerous terrorists.

EU’s Top Diplomat: Egypt’s Morsi Doing ‘Well’
The European Union’s foreign policy chief has met with deposed Egyptian President Mohammed 
Morsi — the first contact he’s had had with the outside world since being overthrown.

Obama Proposes Cuts In Corporate Tax Rates
President Obama is touring an Amazon distribution center in Chattanooga, Tenn. to announce a so-
called “grand bargain” to overhaul the corporate tax system.

Wednesday, July 31, 2013
Obama Administration Releases Surveillance Documents
The Obama administration has released once-secret documents about government surveillance 
programs, and Senate lawmakers questioned top administration officials.

Rep. Amash On Reining In NSA Surveillance
Republican Congressman Justin Amash is often called “the most defiant Republican in the House.” He 
tells us about his effort to curb the power of the National Security Agency.

The Battle Over Border Security
The mayor of an Arizona border town and the head of the Texas Border Sheriffs Coalition weigh in on 
plans to beef up security along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Crisis In Philadelphia Schools Comes To A Head
The new school year kicks off in September, but many Philadelphia students and teachers still don’t 
know where they’ll go, after the district closed 23 schools earlier this summer.

St. Louis School Transfers Stir Up Controversy
In Missouri, under a law recently upheld by the state’s Supreme Court, students attending schools in 
districts that don’t meet baseline education standards can transfer to another district, at no cost to their 
parents.

Civilian Casualties Up 23 Percent In Afghanistan
The United Nations released its civilian casualties report for Afghanistan today, and the numbers aren’t 
good. The country saw a 23 percent increase in the first half of the year.

Gogol Bordello Goes Beyond Boundaries
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Gypsy punk band Gogol Bordello has long been known for its high-energy live performances. On the 
band’s new album, frontman Eugene Hütz declares that “borders are scars on the face of the planet.”

Jay-Z And Harry Belafonte's Intergenerational Feud
Civil rights icon and singer Harry Belefonte says stars like Jay-Z have turned their back on social 
responsibility. What does their feud say about the generational divide between African-Americans?

U.S. Economy Grew At Sluggish 1.7 Percent Pace In Q2
The U.S. economy grew from April through June at an annual rate of 1.7 percent. NPR’s Yuki 
Noguchi looks at how a low growth rate affects the entire economy, from the job market to home 
buying.

Peace Talks To Resume Amid Skepticism
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry says negotiators from both sides have agreed that all the difficult 
issues will be on the table when the talks resume in two weeks.

How Subtle Factors Influence Our Eating
A growing body of evidence suggests that subtle factors — things we’re not even aware of, such as 
how our mothers ate when we we were in the womb — influence our food choices.

Why Kansas City Has Become A Soccer Hotbed
Major League Soccer’s best players take on Italy’s A.S. Roma at the All-Star Game in in Kansas City 
tonight. It’s tough to get a ticket for the match, but the same can be said for Kansas City’s regular 
games.

Listener Letters: Data-Driven Parenting
We read through some of the many comments we received on the story “Data-Driven Parenting: A 
Mom Who Tracks Everything,” and make a correction.

August, 2013

Thursday, August 01, 2013
Ohio Man Gets Life Term In Kidnapping Of 3 Women
One of three women kidnapped and repeatedly raped for a decade before their escape, told her 
abductor today that her years in hell are over, while his are just beginning.

Education Secretary Duncan: ‘We Have To Get Better Faster’
The U.S. has fallen to No. 12 in the world for college graduation rates. U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan says we have to stop being complacent and improve every level of education.

Nursing Home Encourages Residents To Have Sex
A nursing home in New York is leading the nation with its “sexual expression policy,” encouraging 
residents — even those with dementia — to engage in sexual relationships.

Calif. City To Use Eminent Domain To Stem Foreclosures
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The city of Richmond, California, has plans to become the first city in the country to use eminent 
domain to stop home foreclosures. It’s threatening to seize more than 600 underwater mortgages.

Ohio Abortion Clinics Blame New Law For Closures
Abortion rights advocates in Ohio say a line item in the state budget is forcing abortion clinics to shut 
down. Two of Ohio’s 13 licensed abortion clinics have closed in recent weeks.

Suicide Haunts New Generation Of Veterans
It’s estimated that more than 20 veterans kill themselves every day. A new survey of men and women 
who served in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan shows 30 percent have considered suicide.

E-Cigarettes Enjoy Perks Of Being Unregulated
Unlike chewing tobacco and traditional cigarettes, electronic cigarettes are not regulated by the FDA 
or any other body. That means they can be advertised on television.

Outbreak Of Rare Parasite Linked To Salad Mix
An outbreak of the rare parasite cyclospora has been reported in at least 15 states. Health officials in 
Nebraska and Iowa say they’ve traced cases there to prepackaged salad.

Mobile Advertising Boosts Facebook’s Revenue
Facebook is reporting strong earnings — shares have gone up more than 50 percent this past month, 
thanks in part to mobile advertising, which now makes up 41 percent of its revenue.

NSA And Aaron Swartz Hot Topics At Hacking Conferences
Two tech conferences in Las Vegas — Def Con and Black Hat — have brought together hackers from 
all over the world. A speech by the NSA director and a report by MIT have given attendees a lot to talk 
about.

Forecast For Back-To-School Shopping
KUHF’s Andrew Schneider and NPR senior business editor Marilyn Geewax look at the mood of 
consumers as communities offer sales tax holidays to boost interest in back-to-school shopping.

Snowden Wins Temporary Asylum, Leaves Moscow Airport
Now that Russia has granted temporary refugee status to Edward Snowden, there is a question of 
whether President Obama should cancel his upcoming trip to Moscow,

Friday, August 02, 2013
Security Concern Prompts Travel Warning, Shuts Some Embassies
Because of an unspecified threat from al-Qaida, the U.S. State Department today issued a travel 
warning for Americans in the Middle East.

Fast Food Worker: We Want $15 An Hour And A Union
A series of rolling one-day strikes by fast food workers in seven U.S. cities has being called the single 
largest action in the history of the industry. We speak with an economist and two workers.

Summer Slump: Teens Struggle To Find Jobs
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Young people continue to suffer in the current job market. Most of the programs that used to employ 
teens have gone away, and an expert says the poorer a kid is, the harder it is to find a summer job.

Why Not Interrupting Castro Was A Wise Legal Decision
Social media exploded with anger over the lengthy statement yesterday by convicted kidnapper and 
rapist Ariel Castro, who held three women captive for over a decade.

Gay Olympian To Athletes: Don’t Boycott Winter Olympics
Some gay rights activists have called for a boycott of the Winter Olympics in Sochi, in response to a 
new anti-gay law in Russia. Olympic figure skater Johnny Weir says competing makes a stronger 
statement.

Chef Kathy Gunst Brings Recipes From Alaska
Here & Now resident chef Kathy Gunst learns about the cuisine of our northernmost state from chef 
Kirsten Dixon at Tutka Bay Lodge in Alaska, and brings us five recipes.

Signs Of A Muted Recovery In Europe
The number of people without jobs in Europe fell for the first time in more than two years in June, but 
the overall unemployment rate of 12.1 percent is still a record high.

The President’s Economic Agenda
President Barack Obama speaks at an Amazon.com distribution center on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, in 
The jobs numbers are out as President Obama wrapped up his economic tour this week. NPR’s Ari 
Shapiro was traveling with the president and joins us for more on the president’s economic agenda.

Chicago Changes Gears On Rail Car Seats
Commuters in Chicago have spoken: they don’t like the New York-style seats on the L. So the Chicago 
Transit Authority is making sure new trains have aisle seats, instead of cars with rows facing center.

Dell Founder Looks To Buy Back His Company
Michael Dell agreed to sweeten his proposal to buy Dell Inc., winning concessions from the board 
committee that boost his odds of winning shareholder support for the deal.

Fentanyl Overdoses Worry Pennsylvania Officials
So far this year, 50 people have died in Pennsylvania from fentanyl-related overdoses. Fentanyl is a 
prescription drug — an opiate more powerful than morphine.

Oregon Uses Song To Sell Health Insurance
Oregon is launching a $3.2 million campaign to try to attract young people to sign up for the new 
health insurance exchange. The ads feature local musicians, but no verbal mention of the exchange.

Monday, August 05, 2013
Alex Rodriguez, Others Suspended By MLB For Drugs
A-Rod was suspended through 2014 and All-Stars Nelson Cruz, Jhonny Peralta and Everth Cabrera 
were banned 50 games apiece when the MLB disciplined 13 players in a drug case.

Why Do Professional Athletes Risk Doping?
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Why are athletes still taking chances with doping when the stakes are so high? According to Sports 
Illustrated’s David Epstein, it’s because athletes who dope are rarely caught.

Newtown And Sikh Temple Victims’ Families Come Together
To mark the one-year anniversary of the mass shooting at a Sikh temple in Wisconsin, the son of the 
president of the temple — who was killed in the shooting — invited a Newtown father to speak.

Former Ambassador: Terrorist ‘Chatter’ Could Be A Diversion
former U.S. Ambassador to Yemen Barbara Bodine says she’s concerned that the intercepted messages 
between members of al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula could be a diversionary tactic.

Some U.S. Diplomatic Posts To Remain Closed
Amid online “chatter” about terror threats, U.S. embassies and consulates in 19 cities in the Muslim 
world will be closed at least through the end of this week, the State Department said.

Doctor Who? The Answer Is Peter Capaldi
Fans of the BBC show “Doctor Who” got the news they’ve been waiting for last night. The BBC 
announced that the next person to play the role of the Doctor will be Scottish actor Peter Capaldi.

The Polyphonic Spree Makes A Joyful Noise
Each week NPR’s Stephen Thompson brings us something new to listen to. This week he introduces us 
to The Polyphonic Spree’s “What Would You Do?” from their new album, “Yes, It’s True.”

Anthony Weiner Defends His Decision To Stay In Race
Anthony Weiner’s campaign for mayor of New York continues, despite being marred by scandal. Will 
New Yorkers forgive him, or do other candidates stand to benefit from his woes?

Apple Scores Victory In Patent War
The Obama administration has vetoed a ruling by the International Trade Commission that would have 
banned the import of some Apple devices, which the court found violated Samsung’s patents.

First Lab-Grown Burger Has ‘Quite Some Intense Taste’
The world’s first lab-grown hamburger was cooked and eaten in London today. A food critic who 
tasted the burger said, “It’s close to meat, but it’s not that juicy.”

Bipartisan Bill Aims To Protect NCAA Athletes
The House is considering legislation that would require NCAA member colleges to provide more 
protections for student athletes, including making sure they don’t lose their scholarships if they get 
injured.

Pirates Shift Focus From Somalia To West Africa
There are now more pirate attacks off West Africa than off Somalia, according to maritime groups. 
West African leaders have called for the deployment of an international naval force.

Sounds Of Africa In St. Louis
The St. Louis choral group Sounds Of Africa explores the music of contemporary South African 
composers, including the African sacred music of composer Ikoli Harcourt Whyte.
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Tuesday, August 06, 2013
Washington Post’s Top Editor Optimistic About Sale
The newspaper’s executive editor, Marty Baron, tells Here & Now that employees are optimistic about 
what Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos can bring to the Post.

What Will Jeff Bezos Do For The Washington Post?
Amazon.com founder Jeff Bezos has bought The Washington Post with $250 million of his own 
money. Tech industry analysts call him “the premier disruptor” of markets.

New IVF Technique Raises Ethical Questions
A new in vitro fertilization (IVF) technique has huge cost-saving implications, but it also raises ethical 
questions because the process can screen the entire human genome.

Sarah Lee Guthrie & Johnny Irion Make Music Onstage And Off
Acoustic duo Sarah Lee Guthrie — daughter of Arlo Guthrie — and her husband Johnny Irion are out 
with a new album today, “Wassiac Way.” They join us to talk about life and music.

How To Choose A Cell Phone Plan
Some major cell phone carriers recently changed their policies, allowing people to upgrade phones 
without having to wait for their contracts to renew. How do you know which plan is best for you?

George W. Bush Undergoes Heart Procedure
Former President George W. Bush underwent a heart procedure today, to clear a blockage discovered 
yesterday. We learn more about the procedure, which is fairly routine but not without risk.

State Department Urges U.S. Citizens To Leave Yemen
The State Department is urging all U.S. citizens to leave Yemen today citing “continued potential for 
terrorist attacks” and an “extremely high” security threat level.

Deadline Looms For States To Enroll Thousands In Health Plans
Some states are claiming that once Obamacare takes effect, insurance rates will go up, while other 
states, including New York, say their rates will do down. What’s the truth?

One Scientist’s Quest: Improving The Flavor Of Commercial Tomatoes
Grocery store tomatoes are bred for yield and firmness, not for flavor. Prof. Harry Klee and a team of 
researchers at the University of Florida, Gainesville, believe they can make tomatoes better.

As Fort Hood Shooting Trial Begins, A Look Back
After years of delays, the trial of the Army psychiatrist accused of the 2009 mass shooting at a military 
processing center at Fort Hood, Texas, is underway today under heavy security.

Denver School Gets Blind Students Into Chemistry
A program at Metro State University in Denver provides classes for students with visual impairments, 
in an effort to get more blind people interested in science, technology and math.

LA Commuters Brace Themselves For ‘Obama Jam’
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President Obama’s visit to California today is causing a bit of panic, with drivers concerned about 
major traffic headaches. But some say it’s much ado about nothing.

Cats And Lilies Should Never Cross Paths
Even brushing up against an Easter lilly’s dust can make a cat sick — and Here & Now co-host Robin 
Young found one of her own cats happily chewing on one.

Wednesday, August 07, 2013
President Obama Cancels Meeting With Putin
In a diplomatic rebuke of Russia’s harboring of NSA leaker Edward Snowden, President Obama has 
canceled his meeting next month with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The Anatomy Of A Reddit Rumor
A single, incorrect posting on Reddit ricocheted around the Internet, shattering the family of a missing 
college student and calling into question, again, the role of social media.

Immigration Reform Could Mean Windfall For Private Prisons
Immigration reform may mean a windfall for private prisons, as more undocumented immigrants enter 
the federal corrections system instead of going through civil systems, or being deported.

In An Autocorrect Generation, Does Spelling Still Matter?
“Kids Jeopardy” contestant Thomas Hurley made it all the way to Final Jeopardy and even got the 
right answer. The only problem? He spelled it wrong. He told his local newspaper he was “cheated.”

The Summer Of Ethan Hawke
It’s been a great summer for actor Ethan Hawke, with films including “Before Midnight” and “The 
Purge.” In an interview with Here & Now, he talks about those films, his life and future plans.

Kenya Airport Fire Out After Four Hours
Officials say the fire that raged for more than four hours at Nairobi’s international airport has now 
been put out, but there are worries that it may still leave a huge economic impact.

Japan Tries To Stop Radioactive Water Leaks
The Japanese government says the leaks of radioactive cooling water from the crippled Fukushima 
nuclear power plant are worse than it thought, and the government will step in to help.

Bird Flu Strain May Be Transmissible Between Humans
A new study shows the first probable transmission between humans of a new strain of avian flu — the 
H7N9 virus. Until now, people sickened by this strain had direct contact with poultry.

Bird Flu Researchers Push To Make Virus More Contagious
In a letter published today in two prestigious scientific journals, H7N9 researchers say they need to 
make the virus more dangerous so they can study it and prepare for its possible spread between 
humans.

Controversial ‘Tent City’ Prison In Phoenix Turns 20
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The unorthodox and controversial outdoor jail in Phoenix, Arizona, was originally set up as a solution 
to jail overcrowding, but has become a symbol of a get-tough law enforcement regime.

Bezos Could Give Washington Post The Gift Of Time
Jeff Bezos, the CEO and founder of Amazon, who recently bought the Washington Post, maybe among 
the trend of entrepreneurs using the “slow money” business model.

Pot Liquor: A Southern Tradition To Salvage Nutritious Broth From Greens
Pot liquor — not what the name implies — is the nutrient-rich water leftover after boiling greens. NPR 
food and health correspondent Allison Aubrey shares tips on how to use it.

Thursday, August 08, 2013
U.S. Ramps Up Drone Strikes In Yemen
A suspected U.S. drone strike killed at least six alleged militants in Yemen today. It seems to be part of 
the response to a recent terrorist threat against the West.

A Closer Look At Yemen, Post-Arab Spring
Observers say Yemen is managing its post-Arab Spring transition better than its neighbors. That’s 
impressive, considering that it’s the poorest country in the Arab world.

Medical Crowdfunding Attracts Top Silicon Valley Investors
Watsi — one of the fastest growing non-profits in web history — puts up pictures and profiles of 
people around the world who need money for medical care. It’s like Kickstarter for medical care.

Southern Calif. Wildfire The Latest In A Devastating Season
A thousand firefighters are battling a wildfire burning out of control across more than 15 square miles 
of Southern California’s San Jacinto Mountains, 90 miles east of Los Angeles.

Veteran Documents His Unit In Tintype Photographs
Staff Sgt. Ed Drew brought his photography equipment from art school to Afghanistan, including 
equipment to make tintypes — a photographic technique from the Civil War.

High Numbers Of Dead Dolphins On East Coast
Scientists along the East Coast are alarmed and puzzled by the number of dead bottlenose dolphins that 
have been washing up on beaches from Virginia to New York.

Amber Alert For Southern California Children Expands
The amber alert that was issued in California for two children, Hannah and Ethan Anderson, ages 16 
and 8, has been extended to Washington and Oregon. The suspect is a family friend.

Why America Is Drinking Less Beer
According to Gallup’s new alcoholic preferences survey, the steepest decline in beer drinkers has 
occurred among young people and non-white drinkers — the fastest growing segments of the country.

Egypt Peace Talks End In ‘Dangerous Stalemate’
Supporters of ousted Egyptian president Mohammed Morsi continue sit-ins in Cairo and beyond, 
following failed negotiations between the Muslim Brotherhood and the interim government.



66 of 130

Austin Music Goes Beyond City Limits
Music journalist David Brown of KUT and KUTX brings us new music out of Austin, Texas, from 
five bands and artists including Danny Malone, Sam Baker, Wiretree, The Boxing Lesson and Not in 
the Face.

Debate Over End Of Ramadan Complicates Doing Business
Today marks the end of Ramadan — or does it? A theological debate surrounding the end of the 
holiday is making diplomacy and business in the Muslim world a bit more complicated.

Using Public Art To Boost A Depressed Town
Saginaw, Michigan, struggles with poverty, violence and crime. Even locals call it “sag-nasty.” One 
artist is tired of all the negativity and is using art to change the way the town sees itself.

A Family’s Painful Wait For Verdict In Bulger Trial
The jury is in its third day of deliberations in the trial of James “Whitey” Bulger. For the families of 
his 19 alleged murder victims, the wait for the verdict has been part of a long, painful journey.

Friday, August 09, 2013
Teen Graffiti Artist Dies After Being Tasered By Police
The death of 18-year-old Israel Hernandez-Llach is being condemned by artists and criminal justice 
activists nationwide. The Miami Beach officer who used the stun gun is on paid leave.

August Recess No Picnic For Lawmakers
With Tea Party activists determined to defund Obamacare and halt the immigration bill, lawmakers’ 
August recess is anything but sleepy. Congressman Robert Pittenger found that out firsthand.

California Republicans Face Pressures On Immigration
Immigration reform is going to be a hot topic during the congressional August break — especially in 
the Southwest. Changing demographics mean a rapidly changing constituency for many legislators.

What’s Eating Johnny Depp?
Critics are starting to ask what’s happening with the once highly respected actor. “The Lone Ranger” is 
one of the biggest box office bombs of the summer, and it’s earned Depp even more negative reviews.

Hagel, Kerry Meet With Russian Counterparts
Secretary of State John Kerry and Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel meet with their Russian 
counterparts today in Washington. The meetings come at a time of shaky U.S.-Russia relations.

Obama: More NSA Oversight But Spying Will Continue
President Obama made it clear that he has no intention of stopping the daily collection of Americans’ 
phone records, but he did promise more oversight of how those programs are carried out.

Usher’s Pool Scare Renews Focus On Safety Issues
R&B star Usher had a terrible scare when his son almost drowned in the family pool. The incident 
occurred when the five-year-old’s arm got stuck in an uncovered pool drain.
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Perseid Meteor Shower To Light Up Sky This Weekend
The annual Perseid meteor shower will be most visible on Sunday and Monday. The best visibility in 
North America will be between 1 a.m. and dawn Eastern time, weather permitting.

U.S. Military Revives Blimp Technology
In the 1700s, the French military put scouts in balloons to watch for advancing troops. These blimps — 
which are the size of a football field — will be looking for missiles.

Priceline's Stock Climbs, Despite Europe Crisis
Priceline.com has seen its stocks rise to near $1,000 — a record it set during the dot-com bubble of the 
1990s. That’s despite the tanking economies of some of the biggest European tourist destinations.

China Car Sales Fuel U.S. Automakers
China announced today that car sales rose more than 10 percent in July. The news is causing some 
celebration in Detroit, where car sales are at record levels — in part because of strong demand from 
China.

Doping Concerns Shadow Major Track Meet
The world championships for track and field begin this weekend in Moscow. More than two dozen 
athletes will miss the meet because of doping — including two of the highest-profile sprinters.

Expert Says To Get Russia, Read The Great Russian Authors
With U.S.-Russia relations at a new low, we revisit our conversation with Tom de Waal, who says to 
understand Russia and Vladimir Putin, read Nikolai Gogol, Anton Chekhov and Fyodor Dostoyevsky.

Monday, August 12, 2013
Holder Scales Back Use Of Harsh Drug Sentences
Attorney General Eric Holder says low-level, nonviolent drug offenders will no longer be charged with 
crimes that impose harsh mandatory minimum sentences.

‘Whitey’ Bulger Guilty Of 11 Killings
Former Boston crime boss James “Whitey” Bulger has been convicted in a string of 11 killings and 
other underworld crimes. The 83-year-old Bulger faces life in prison.

Federal Judge: NYC’s Stop-And-Frisk Policy Violates Constitution
A federal judge says New York City’s stop-and-frisk policy violates both the 4th and 14th amendments 
of the Constitution. She’s appointing an independent monitor to oversee reforms.

Kentucky Among States Already Reducing Drug Sentences
Kentucky is one of a growing number of states that have directed money away from prisons and 
toward treatment programs for low level, nonviolent drug offenders.

Will E-Books Be Passed Down Through Generations?
When his aunt died, columnist Danny Heitman inherited many of her books. He writes, “Passing on 
your favorite books to your heirs has sentimental value. But how will that work if your library is 
digital?”
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Glut Of Lobster Brings Price To A 20-Year Low In Maine
Global warming and other factors are causing an oversupply of lobsters in Maine. The result is that 
prices have dropped to about half since 2007. We speak with an eighth generation lobsterman.

Dissing Oprah: How Race And Size Bias Affect Business
After a clerk in a high-end store in Switzerland refused to show Oprah Winfrey an expensive handbag, 
we look at how businesses use our physical appearance as an indicator of socioeconomic status.

Debating The Future Of Florida’s ‘Stand Your Ground’ Law
The Florida state representative who will chair hearings on that state’s controversial “stand your 
ground” law says he doesn’t support changing “one damn comma” the law.

Pro-Morsi Protestors In Limbo In Egypt
An Egyptian security official says authorities have postponed a move to disperse two sit-ins by 
supporters of the country’s ousted president to “avoid bloodshed.”

New Epilepsy Research Could Lead To Targeted Treatments
New genetic research could provide life-changing treatments for people with epilepsy. The study has 
identified two genes and 25 mutations associated with the most serious form of epilepsy.

Cory Booker Leads N.J. Senate Primary In Polls, Dollars
With fewer than 24 hours until New Jersey’s special Democratic Senate primary election, Newark 
Mayor Cory Booker is up by more 35 percent in the polls, and has raised millions more than his rivals.

Sarah Siskind’s Music, Rediscovered
NPR’s Stephen Thompson brings us new music each week. Today we listen to “Covered” by Sarah 
Siskind, her re-issued album that went under the radar during its first release in 2003.

Ethiopian Women And Girls Find Work In Construction
Ethiopia is one of the fastest growing economies in the world. The vast demand for construction labor 
in is drawing women into an industry dominated by men.

Tuesday, August 13, 2013
Texas Border Sheriff Blasts New Federal Drug Policy
Sheriff Arvin West says federal border agents are arresting but not prosecuting more and more minor 
drug offenders, and he’s left with having to house them in the county jail.

N.C. Gov. Pat McCrory Defends New Voter ID Law
The ACLU says it’s going to take legal action to stop North Carolina’s brand new voter ID law. 
Governor Pat McCrory joins Here & Now to defend the tough new law.

Another Obamacare Delay: Limit On Consumer Costs
The limit on out-of-pocket costs for consumers will be delayed until 2015, in another setback to 
President Obama’s Affordable Care Act.

To Change Your Search Results, It Will Cost You
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An increasing number of people and businesses are turning to online reputation management. For even 
more money, there are companies that will stock search results with fake positive stories.

U.S. Files Lawsuit To Block Airline Merger
The Justice Department and a number of U.S. state attorneys general are challenging the proposed $11 
billion merger between US Airways Group Inc. and American Airlines’ parent company.

Danny Strong: From ‘Buffy’ Extra To ‘Butler’ Screenwriter
Danny Strong has gone from being in the background in the cult favorite “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” 
to writing the screenplay for the new film “Lee Daniel’s The Butler” with Forest Whitaker and Oprah 
Winfrey.

Little Known About Trial of Bo Xilai — Except The Result
So far, Chinese authorities have not detailed the corruption charges against its former rising star, Bo 
Xilai, but a legal expert says there’s a 99 percent chance he’ll be found guilty.

New Chapter In Bizarre Detroit Murder Case
A 14-year-old partially blind, learning-disabled boy named Davontae Sanford confessed to a 2007 
murder. But months later, a convicted hit man told police he was the real murderer.

What’s Behind The Slowdown Of Emerging Markets?
Conventional investing wisdom over the past couple years was that emerging markets, such as China, 
India and Brazil, are volatile but vibrant. But it looks like emerging markets might be losing their 
shine.

Prisoner Release Precedes Middle East Peace Talks
Israeli authorities are preparing to release a group of 26 Palestinian prisoners from jail in the next 24 
hours. It is a gesture intended to kick start a new round of negotiations.

Bulger’s Lawyers Will Appeal Murder Verdicts
The verdict against former mob boss James “Whitey” Bulger was overwhelming, but as WBUR’s 
David Boeri reports, nothing in the Bulger case is ever as straightforward as it might appear.

‘Elysium’ Is Latest Film To Tackle Income Inequality
“Elysium,” the new movie starring Matt Damon and Jodie Foster, isn’t the first time income inequality 
has been tackled on the big screen. NPR’s Linda Holmes takes us through some classic examples.

Wednesday, August 14, 2013
Egypt Violence Upsets White House Policy
As the death toll mounts today in Egypt, it also upends the Obama administration’s delicate balance on 
the Egyptian crisis.

Egypt’s Vice President Resigns As Death Toll Rises
Egypt’s interim vice president has resigned to protest deadly clashes between the military and 
supporters of ousted president Mohammed Morsi, which have left more than 100 people dead.
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When It’s Not Alzheimer's: Little-Known Illness Mimics Dementia
Research shows that up to 5 percent of dementia cases are misdiagnosed cases of a treatable, but 
largely unknown condition called “normal pressure hydrocephalus.”

Five Ways To Gauge The Mideast Peace Talks
A Middle East analyst who has advised both Democratic and Republican secretaries of state says we 
will be able to tell whether the Israeli-Palestinian talks are serious by looking at a few specific factors.

To Get Kids Into The Kitchen, Teach Them To Cook
A new cookbook by Sally Sampson, “Chop Chop: The Kids Guide to Cooking Real Food With Your 
Family,” includes detailed instructions for kids and their parents. Sampson joins us and shares two 
recipes.

Bulger Trial Not The End For Brother Of Murder Victim
On Monday, jurors convicted former Boston mob boss James “Whitey” Bulger on murder charges in 
the deaths of 11 people. But they could not agree on whether Bulger killed 26-year-old Debra Davis.

Analyst: Utilities Challenged By Spread Of Solar
Publicly, critics of solar and wind dismiss the notion that renewables could gain a foothold in the 
energy industry. But there are reports that privately, the electric industry wants to get in front of the 
disruption.

Utility Companies Push Back On Solar Incentives
Utility companies around the country are asking regulators to reconsider an incentive program that’s 
encouraged many people to invest thousands of dollars in rooftop solar electric systems.

European Union Emerges From Recession
Less than one percent growth may not sound like a lot, but it’s a signal of a much-needed recovery in 
the eurozone’s three-and-a-half-year debt crisis.

Do Leaked Albums And Songs Hurt Or Help Artists?
Lady Gaga and Katy Perry both were forced to release new songs early after they were leaked. Artists 
and record labels may fear a drop in sales if a song or album is leaked, but that may not be the case.

How A Handbag Can Cost $38,000
After news came out that a sales clerk in Zurich refused to show Oprah Winfrey a $38,000 bag, some 
people are wondering how a bag could cost as much as a mid-range luxury sedan.

Economic Independence Is Transforming India’s Marriage Culture
In India, the rising economic wherewithal of a new generation of women is transforming an institution 
as old as the country itself: marriage.

Legendary Steinway Piano Company Set To Change Hands
A hedge fund manager has made a $500 million offer to buy Steinway. But workers at the Steinway 
factory don’t think the change of ownership will mean much change for them.

Thursday, August 15, 2013
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Cairo Offices Stormed As Death Toll Rises
President Obama has canceled joint military exercises with Egypt, after more than 550 people were 
killed in clashes between police and supporters of the country’s ousted president.

Death Toll Unprecedented In Egypt’s Modern History
The violence with which the Egyptian security forces stormed anti-government camps and the still 
rising death toll are part of a multi-decade pattern in Egyptian history.

More People Choosing To Be Childless, But Still Facing Stigma
U.S. birthrates are lower now than at any time in American history. We speak to the author of a recent 
Time cover story “The Childfree Life,” and to one woman who chose not to have children.

Former Prostitute Works To Keep Women Off The Streets
Kathryn Griffin-Townsend is a recovering drug addict and former sex worker who helps women in jail 
to stay away from a life on the street, with her nonprofit “We’ve Been There Done That.”

Al-Qaida Surges Into Syria
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has always blamed the conflict in Syria on terrorists, even when it 
started as a popular uprising. Now, he might finally be right.

7-Year-Old Is Elvis Tribute Champion
Seven-year-old Benjamin Dalske has been singing Elvis since he was four years old. In June, he 
became the winner of the youth division at the Lake George Elvis Festival.

Teen Romance Flicks Through The Ages
The new film “The Spectacular Now” has gotten Boston Globe film critic Ty Burr thinking about teen 
romance films through the years. He shares some of his favorites.

Why ESPN Reigns Supreme In Covering Sports
ESPN’s value is estimated at $40 billion to $60 billion — that’s at least 20 times bigger than the New 
York Times Company. How does the network live up to its tagline, “The Worldwide Leader in 
Sports”?

Usain Bolt, Mo Farah Are Stars At World Track Meet
The World Championships in track and field are underway in Russia. British distance runner Mo Farah 
and Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt are dominating their events.

Pent-Up Demand Is Boosting Home Sales, But Can It Last?
Some economists say that after years of slow sales, the housing sector is about to see a sustained surge 
because of pent-up demand. If true, if could help revive the entire economy.

Friday, August 16, 2013
Leaked NSA Audit Shows It Violated Privacy Rules
The Washington Post reports that in a leaked internal audit, the National Security Agency found it had 
violated privacy rules thousands of times.

Researcher: Kids' Courting Behavior Increasingly Explicit, Unhealthy
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New research shows that boys are increasingly using incredibly sexually explicit social media 
messages to flirt, and it may be hurting them, as much as the girls who receive the messages.

What Makes A Whistleblower?
Researchers have found that people who value fairness over loyalty are more likely to be 
whistleblowers. But whether someone values fairness or loyalty can be manipulated.

Former Ambassador: ‘Greatest Crisis Egypt Has Faced’ In Decades
The Obama administration faces difficult choices as it manages its Egypt policy. A former U.S. 
Ambassador says that whatever choice the administration makes, it is in a very tough spot.

Chef Kathy Gunst’s No-Cook Cooking
With the heat and humidity of summer, the kitchen is the last place most people want to be. Here & 
Now resident chef Kathy Gunst suggests no-cook cooking, and shares seven recipes.

School Year Begins In Moore, Oklahoma
Students are back in school in Moore, Oklahoma, nearly three months after a deadly tornado tore 
through town. Among those killed were seven third-graders at the Plaza Towers School, which was 
destroyed.

Bloodshed In Egypt Continues
After Friday prayers, thousands of supporters of the ousted Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi 
poured out of the mosques and flooded the streets in defiance of a military imposed state of 
emergency.

MLB Baseball To Expand Instant Replay
Major League Baseball announced starting in 2014, there will be a challenge system that will allow 
team managers to ask for replay reviews. Some observers worry that eliminating the human element 
will compromise the game.

 ‘White Devil’ Unlikely Chinatown Gang Leader
John Willis emerged as an unlikely white member of one of Boston’s Chinatown Asian gangs after 
joining a Chinese family and learning to speak Cantonese as a child.

Cloud-based TV Startup May Pose Threat To Basic Cable
An Internet-based company called Aereo is disrupting the way people watch television by letting 
subscribers stream broadcast television to their wireless devices. Network stations have already sued 
Aereo.

South Africa Miners Mark Grim Anniversary
It’s been a year since 34 South African miners were shot dead by policein the town of Marikana in a 
dispute over wages. Mining unions say there has been little improvement.

Swimming Into History
On this day in 1926, Gertrude Ederle — a 20-year-old from New York — became the first woman to 
swim across the English Channel, in a 35-mile adventure.
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Monday, August 19, 2013
Egypt’s Former Dictator May Be Released
Officials in Egypt say they have no grounds to keep holding former President Hosni Mubarak, so he 
could be released this week. Meantime, Islamic militants killed 25 policemen in Sinai.

California Prison Official: ‘Hunger Strike Needs To Be Resolved’
A hunger strike in California prisons to protest conditions including solitary confinement, is entering 
its seventh week. We speak to the sister of one of the inmates, and to a corrections official.

Plan To Arm Teachers Is Blocked In Arkansas
The superintendent of Clarkesville School District in Arkansas defends a plan to arm teachers and 
staff, while the Arkansas Commissioner of Education defends blocking the plan.

Convicted Art Forger Explains How It’s Done
In New York, federal prosecutors have charged an art dealer in connection with $80 million worth of 
forged art. John Myatt, a convicted forger, explains how artists fool auction houses and museums.

NPR Chief To Leave For National Geographic
NPR CEO Gary Knell says he will leave the organization at the end of the fall to become president and 
CEO of National Geographic. Knell joined NPR in December 2011.

Typhoon Brings A Wave Of Sound With ‘Young Fathers’
NPR Music’s Stephen Thompson bring us new music each week. Today he introduces us to the 
Portland, Oregon, band Typhoon through the song, “Young Fathers.”

What We Know About The Man Calling The Shots In Egypt
Not much is known about Egypt’s General Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, but journalist Christopher Dickey 
says to understand where Egypt is going, it is critical to understand el-Sissi.

Terror Or Terrorized? Questions Roil Airport Detention
Britain’s Labour Party is calling for an investigation into why an anti-terror law was used to detain the 
partner of the journalist who interviewed NSA leaker Edward Snowden.

U.S. General Court-Martialed Over Sexual Assault Charges
Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair has pleaded not guilty to the charges, but the court martial so far has 
revealed sordid details about Sinclair’s relationship with his subordinate.

Western Kansas Farmers Face Dwindling Water Supply
A drought in its third year in parts of western Kansas is taxing the High Plains Aquifer. The aquifer is 
running low in places, forcing a move to dryland farming — that is, farming without irrigation.

UK Gets Century-Old Revenge At Golf Tournament
A British teenager won the men’s U.S. Amateur Golf Championship in Massachusetts on Sunday. In a 
way, it makes up for what happened on the same golf course in 1913.

Back From Vacation, Obama Has Full Plate



74 of 130

It may be quiet in Washington, but as violence in Egypt continues and fallout from the NSA 
surveillance program shows no sign of letting up, there’s plenty to discuss with NPR’s Ron Elving.

Afghan Kids Find Joy In Juggling
It was an expected sight in the Afghan capital Kabul: 100 boys and girls on foot, stilts and unicycles, 
juggling tennis balls and batons. The parade was part of the national juggling championship.

Tuesday, August 20, 2013
Rep. John Lewis Looks Back, 50 Years After March On Washington
When he was 23, Congressman John Lewis stood near Martin Luther King Jr. on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. He reflects on that day and shares his new graphic novel “March.”

Former Pakistani Leader Indicted For Murder
In a historic first for Pakistan, a court has indicted the country’s former army chief and president for 
his alleged role in the assassination of the Benazir Bhutto, the country’s former prime minister.

National Helium Reserve Faces Shutdown
The National Helium Reserve, which provides more than one-third of the world’s crude helium, is 
facing a shutdown if Congress doesn’t take action. Industry officials are calling it the “helium cliff.”

Maria Hinojosa Reflects On 20 Years Covering Latinos
Hinojosa is host and executive producer of the nationally syndicated public radio program “Latino 
USA.” She reflects on the past 20 years of telling the stories of Latinos and immigrants.

Olympian Edwin Moses Helps Kids Clear Their Own Hurdles
Edwin Moses was one of the best ever at clearing hurdles on the track. Now, the two-time Olympic 
gold medal winner is helping to bring sports programs to kids in underserved neighborhoods.

Renee Graham On The New, Blue-Eyed R&B
Here & Now pop culture critic Renee Graham has noted a trend recently: for the most part, the biggest 
acts in mainstream R&B music are white men — and that’s not being viewed with derision.

Leaked U.N. Report Increases Certainty On Climate Change
According to a leaked draft report, an international panel of scientists has determined with 95 percent 
certainty that humans are responsible for global warming.

Chicago Rocked By Spate Of Shootings
The latest round of shootings took place in broad daylight outside a Chicago church during prayer 
service — ironically along a so-called safe passage route.

Obama Presses Regulators To Move Quickly On Dodd-Frank
On his first day back from vacation, President Obama met with federal regulators. The topic? The 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act — most of which hasn’t even been 
written yet.

Whistleblowers’ Stories Head To The Big Screen



75 of 130

There’s a great deal of interest in the whistleblowers who have revealed details of American military 
and intelligence operations. That fascination has also gripped the film world.

Wednesday, August 21, 2013
Man Recalls Horrors Of Florida Reform School
It’s unclear how many boys were killed on the grounds of a state-run reform school in Florida in the 
1950s and 60s. There are plans to start exhuming the bodies next month.

New Southern Baptist Leader On Issues And The State Of The Church
The new head of ethics and religious freedom for Southern Baptists discusses gay marriage, 
immigration, lobbying and the state of the church, which has 15.8 million members.

Bradley Manning Sentenced To 35 Years
A military judge has sentenced Army Pfc. Bradley Manning to 35 years in prison for giving a trove of 
military and diplomatic secrets to the website WikiLeaks.

Egypt Court Orders Release Of Mubarak
An Egyptian court is ordering the release of ousted President Hosni Mubarak, but it is not yet clear if 
the ailing ex-leader will walk free after over two years in detention, officials said.

U.N. Investigating Alleged Chemical Attacks In Syria
Syrian activists accuse Syrian President Bashar al Assad’s regime of using chemical weapons against 
rebels today, killing hundreds of civilians. A United Nations team is investigating.

Killing Of Australian Sparks Calls For Boycott Of U.S.
Australia’s former deputy prime minister is urging Australian tourists to stay away from the U.S., 
following the fatal shooting a 22-year-old on a baseball scholarship in Oklahoma.

Kosher Taco Truck Tours Streets Of El Paso
El Paso, Texas, artist Peter Svarzbein says the idea of joining a taco and kosher food is a nod to the 
Jews who fled to Latin America, particularly Mexico, to escape persecution.

Goats Replace Landscapers At Congressional Cemetery
Summer is the busy season for landscapers, and an unusual group of them were recently let loose on 
the perimeter of the historic Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

An Adult Spin On A Childhood Favorite: The Tree House
You might picture a tree house as a patchwork fort of crudely nailed together construction scraps. But 
a new cottage industry has emerged, putting a grown-up spin on this childhood refuge.

Facebook Partnership Aimed At Global Internet Access
Facebook wants to get more of the world’s more than 7 billion people – all of them, actually – online 
through a partnership with some of the world’s largest mobile technology companies.

Is It Time To End The ‘Diet Debates’?
A provocative new paper says researchers should stop comparing diets altogether. Instead, it suggests 
studies instead focus to how to change behavior — forever.
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How Millennials Are Changing America’s Car Culture
Teens used to clamor for their own car, but millennials just aren’t buying cars they way teens used to. 
And car companies are trying to figure out what to do about it.

Trial Of Bo Xilai Set To Begin In China
It’s China’s biggest political trial in years. Tomorrow the disgraced Chinese politician Bo Xilai is set 
to appear in court, accused of corruption and abuse of power.

Thursday, August 22, 2013
Should We Get Paid For Our Online Data?
Computer scientist and author Jaron Lanier argues we should all own our own data, and companies — 
whether it’s Google or Citibank — should pay us every time our data is used.

Trading Resumes On Nasdaq After 3-Hour Outage
Trading has resumed on Nasdaq following three-hour outage caused by a technical glitch. The glitch 
was the latest incident to raise questions about the dangers of trading via machine.

Gay Service Members Taking Leave To Get Married
Gay members of the U.S. military will soon be able to take paid leave to travel to states where same-
sex marriage is legal, in order to get married. Air Force Maj. Jeff Mueller is among them.

Former Egyptian Ruler Released From Prison
With the release of the man Mohammed Morsi replaced, and with members of the military now 
leading Egypt, many Egyptians are asking what the future is for democracy in the country.

UPS Ends Health Benefits For Spouses, Blames Obamacare
Package delivery giant UPS will no longer offer health coverage for the spouses of non-unionized 
workers whose spouses can get insurance at their own jobs.

‘I Am Chelsea’: Bradley Manning Wants To Live As A Woman
One day after being sentenced to 35 years in prison for leaking classified information, Bradley 
Manning says in a statement that he plans to live the remainder of his life as a female.

France Discusses Using Force In Syria
France’s foreign minister is raising the possibility of the use of force in Syria if it’s proven that Bashir 
Assad’s regime used chemical weapons.

Obama Proposes New System For Rating Colleges
At the State University of New York’s Buffalo campus today, President Barack Obama outlined a plan 
to make colleges more affordable and more accountable.

College Athletes Test New Head Impact Sensor
Despite rising concerns about athlete concussions, there’s not much data on what kinds of head 
impacts are dangerous. One Connecticut school is testing a new head sensor that aims to change that.

Nuclear Fusion Research Enters ‘Critical Phase’ In France
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The world’s most ambitious attempt to harness fusion as a source of nuclear power is taking shape in 
the south of France. In theory, fusion would offer an almost endless supply of electricity.

New Wave Of New Orleans Artists Blend Jazz, Hip Hop, Rock
New Orleans is still central to the jazz music scene, but new jazz musicians, such as Christian Scott, 
are combining the hip hop and rock rhythms they grew up with into their music.

Thoughts From A Former Teacher As School Year Begins
Jeremy Glazer, a former high school teacher in Miami, Florida, has some advice and thoughts as the 
new school year begins.

Friday, August 23, 2013
Fort Hood Gunman Found Guilty On All Counts
A jury of military officers has convicted Army Maj. Nidal Hasan of premeditated murder for the 2009 
shooting rampage at Fort Hood that killed 13 people and wounded more than 30.

Jury: Life In Prison For Afghanistan Massacre
A military jury has sentenced a U.S. soldier who massacred 16 Afghan civilians last year to life in 
prison without a chance of parole. Staff Sgt. Robert Bales who pleaded guilty in June.

Citizen Scientists In The Fukushima Fallout Zone
While the Japanese government works to clean up the radiation around the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant, one volunteer group is keeping a careful eye on those efforts.

What Americans Can Learn From Parents Around the World
Author and mother Christine Gross-Loh documents the many different parenting styles she has seen 
around the world, in her book, “Parenting Without Borders.”

Fans Relish The Replacements Reunion
The Replacements were an unruly rock band that emerged from Minneapolis in the ’80s. They broke 
up in 1991 but are still much-loved. This weekend they play their first show in more than 20 years.

The Future Of Women’s Rights In Afghanistan
We speak with Afghan women’s rights activist Suraya Pakzad about the challenges facing women in 
Afghanistan, and to U.S. Senator Bob Casey about U.S. efforts to combat those challenges.

U.S. Weighing Syria Options
The White House is considering a military response in Syria, after an attack in which U.S. officials say 
they saw “strong indications” of chemical weapons use.

Afropunk Festival Showcases Diverse African-American Music Scene
About 30,000 people will turn out in Brooklyn this weekend for the 8th annual Afropunk Fest. 
Although Afro-punk is a genre on its own, the festival includes artists from hip hop to pop to punk.

Fukushima Leaks Are Getting Worse
Officials say the level of radiation close to latest leak from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant 
is extremely high — 8 million times the safe level for drinking water.
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Feds Running Out Of Wildfire Money
Running out of money to fight wildfires at the peak of the season, the U.S. Forest Service is diverting 
$600 million from timber, recreation and other areas to fill the gap.

Al-Jazeera America: Will Americans Watch?
Qatar’s Al-Jazeera Media Network launched the cable network Al-Jazeera America this week. It’s 
available in 40 million U.S. households. But there are questions over whether Americans will tune in.

ESPN Drops TV Project On NFL Brain Injuries
ESPN is dropping its collaboration with Frontline on a documentary about the risks of football injuries. 
According to The New York Times, the network received pressure from the NFL.

Microsoft Says CEO Ballmer To Retire In 12 Months
Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer, who took over the helm of the world’s largest software company from 
founder Bill Gates, will retire within the next 12 months. Microsoft did not name a successor.

Monday, August 26, 2013
Kerry: Chemical Weapons Were Used In Syria
Secretary of State John Kerry says chemical weapons were used in Syria and is accusing President 
Bashar Assad of destroying evidence.

Chemical Weapons: Who Has Them? Who Makes Them? And How Deadly Are They?
As evidence mounts that chemical weapons were used last week in Syria, and the White House 
deliberates on U.S. responses, we take a look at chemical weapons.

U.N. Syria Team Says Vehicle Shot At By Snipers
A U.N. spokesman says a vehicle belonging to a team investigating the Syrian regime’s alleged use of 
chemical weapons has been “deliberately shot at multiple times.”

Is Our School Calendar All Wrong?
Duke education and psychology professor Harris Cooper, who’s been researching school schedules for 
decades, says it’s time to extend the school day and end long summer breaks.

Retiring To The Farm Anything But Quiet
It’s not just lifelong farmers who feel the pull of the land as they get older. For some Americans, 
retirement is an opportunity to begin the farming dream.

Why Cold Brew Coffee Tastes Better
Cold brewing is a coffee preparation method that can take up to a day, but Boston-area baristas Sal 
Persico and San Bellino say the results are better.

MLK’s ‘I Have A Dream’ Speech Springs From Early Work
Experts familiar with the archive of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s pre-1963 manuscripts and letters say you 
can see the themes King outlined in his famous “I Have A Dream” speech.

How Far Have We Come Since The March On Washington?
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As the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington approaches, what has and hasn’t been achieved 
between 1963 and now, particularly for black Americans?

California’s Rim Fire Still Barely Contained
One of California’s biggest-ever wildfires continues to burn largely out of control, threatening San 
Francisco’s water supply and several towns near Yosemite National Park.

Obama Weighs Action In Syria
U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says the Obama administration is studying intelligence on Syria’s 
purported use of chemical weapons and “will get the facts” before acting.

Juliana Hatfield And Matthew Caws Unite As ‘Minor Alps’
Singer-songwriter Juliana Hatfield and Matthew Caws, lead singer of Nada Surf, have formed a band 
called Minor Alps and will soon release their first album together, called “Get There.”

Orders For Long-Lasting U.S. Factory Goods Plunge
Orders for long-lasting U.S. factory goods fell sharply last month, as demand for commercial aircraft 
plummeted and businesses spent less on computers and electrical equipment.

Week Ahead In Politics
From Syria to the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington, NPR’s Charlie Mahtesian joins us to 
set the stage for the week ahead in politics.

Miley Cyrus Stuns Crowd At VMAs
Miley Cyrus gave an eye-popping performance at the MTV Video Music Awards. Cyrus twerked and 
gyrated, stripped and swayed. She sang, too.

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
Arab League Accuses Syria Of Chemical Attack, As U.S. Positions War Ships, Planes
The Arab League is blaming the Syrian government for last week’s alleged chemical weapons attack. 
Meantime, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says U.S. forces are ready to act.

Senator Bob Corker: Action Is ‘Imminent’ In Syria
U.S. Senator Bob Corker of Tennessee, the ranking Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, believes the U.S. will soon take action in Syria.

Saudi Prince’s Goal: Topple Assad
There’s an effort underway by Saudi Prince Bandar bin Sultan al-Saud, a longtime power player with a 
Washington scandal in his past, to topple the Assad regime by training Syrian rebels in Jordan.

Before Marathon Bombings, Aurora Helped Boston Prepare
After the mass shooting in Aurora, an emergency room doctor in Boston opened an email from a 
colleague in Colorado. It led to training that proved useful on the day of the Boston bombings.

Congresswoman Recalls March On Washington
In 1963, Eleanor Holmes Norton was a young civil rights activist who helped organize the March on 
Washington. Today she is the Congresswoman representing the District of Columbia.
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Prison Summer Camp Lets Kids Reconnect With Dads
A summer camp in North Carolina and Maryland brings children to prisons to spend several hours a 
day with their fathers for one week. Advocates say it benefits both kids and their dads.

Yearly Blood Tests May Catch Ovarian Cancer Early
Researchers at the University of Texas have found that annual blood tests recording the level of the 
protein CA-125, created by most ovarian tumors, appear to detect ovarian tumors early.

U.S. Faces October Deadline On Debt Ceiling
Treasury Secretary Jack Lew says the U.S. will hit its $16.7 trillion borrowing limit in mid-October. 
Failure to raise the ceiling would trigger a partial government shutdown.

Fort Hood Shooting Survivors Argue For Death Penalty
The widows and the soldiers who survived the shooting are on the stand this week, arguing in 
emotional testimony that the shooter, former Army Major Nidal Hasan deserves the death penalty.

Effort To Save Sequoias In Yosemite
The Rim Fire raging near Yosemite National Park is approaching two groves of giant sequoias. 
Firefighters and rangers are clearing brush and setting up sprinkler systems to protect the ancient trees.

One Mexican-American Family, Three Legal Statuses
Among the millions of immigrant families living in the U.S., many have mixed legal status, which 
creates uncomfortable disparities within families. We hear the story of one such family.

Wednesday, August 28, 2013
50th Anniversary Of March On Washington
The “Let Freedom Ring” commemoration today marked the 50th anniversary of Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech at the 1963 March on Washington.

One Of The ‘Little Rock Nine’ Reflects On Her Legacy
Carlotta Walls LaNier was the youngest of the nine black children who volunteered to be the first to 
integrate the then all-white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

New Generation Of Activists Continues King’s Legacy
We speak with two African American activists: Kim Moore, the 28-year-old founder of Soul Revision 
consulting, and Austin Thompson, a 26-year-old millennial coordinator for the SEIU.

Women Were ‘Second Class Citizens At ’63 March’
Gloria Richardson, one of the few women on the program at the 1963 March on Washington, was only 
allowed to say “hello” before her microphone was taken away.

‘I Have A Dream’ Still Resonates With Today’s Teens
Fifty years after Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, we hear from a group of high school 
sophomores in the racially and ethnically-diverse city of Aurora, Colorado.

Postcard From The Shiloh Baptist Church
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An interfaith service at the historic Shiloh Baptist Church in Washington D.C. began the events 
commemorating the 1963 March on Washington. NPR’s Brakkton Booker brings us this postcard.

U.S. Air Strikes Against Syria Could Be On The Horizon
There are talks of possible U.S. missile strikes on Syria in the coming days, after the alleged chemical 
weapons attack on Syrian civilians last week.

Syria Fallout: Expect Volatile Gas Prices
The wholesale price of gas jumped up 10 cents overnight — a cost that may or may not be passed on to 
consumers at the pump. An analyst says Syrian volatility is “not a positive” for the economy.

Thursday, August 29, 2013
Senator On Syria: ‘We Just Can’t Take On Anything Else’
Republican Senator Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, a ranking member of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, is one of the few lawmakers against any response in Syria.

Russia Sending Two Warships Near Syrian Waters
Defense experts say the Russian warships could give the Syrian regime early warning of missile 
launches, an possibly jam radars and navigational systems.

UK: Legal Case For Action In Syria Clearly Met
Britain’s government says the legal conditions have been clearly met for taking action against Syria for 
allegedly launching a chemical attack against its people.

Judge: NFL, Players To Settle Concussion Lawsuits
A federal judge says the NFL and more than 4,500 former players want to resolve concussion-related 
lawsuits with a $765 million settlement that would fund medical exams, compensation and research.

NJ Court: Texters Have Duty Not To Distract Drivers
A ruling by a New Jersey appeals court may open the door to hold texters liable in civil suits, if they 
knowingly text message someone who is driving.

Catching Up With A Pioneer Of The DIY Movement
If you’ve ever dreamed of being self-sufficient — living off the grid, in a home you built yourself — 
Lloyd Kahn, 78, is your man. Reporter Jon Kalish visits him in northern California.

Is The Food Truck Revolution Slowing Down?
We talk food trucks with Pulitzer Prize-winning food critic Jonathan Gold, who a few years ago 
thought the trucks might become the promised land for ambitious young chefs.

New Orleans Remembers Katrina, 8 Years Later
Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath killed more than 1,800 people eight years ago. Parts of New 
Orleans are still recovering, but one journalist says the city is more optimistic than ever.

Howard University Students Return Amid Financial Troubles
The historically black university has been in the news for its financial troubles. A Howard trustee 
warned the school “will not be here in three years if we don’t make some crucial decisions now.”



82 of 130

The Latest From Jordan On The Syrian Crisis
The escalated threats of military intervention in Syria have many Jordanians worrying about an even 
greater influx of Syrian refugees fleeing from conflict.

Summer Camp Aims To Prevent Learning Loss
A recent study found summer learning loss accounts for much of the achievement gap between low 
income students and their more affluent peers. A summer camp in Houston tries to help.

Friday, August 30, 2013
Obama: U.S. Has Obligation As World Leader To Act
President Obama says he recognizes Americans are war-weary, but the U.S. has an obligation to hold 
countries accountable if they violate international norms.

Are Profits Winning Over Passion In College Football?
The battle between passion and profits in college football is at the heart of the new book by John U. 
Bacon called “Fourth And Long: The Fight For The Soul Of College Football.”

Seamus Heaney, Considered Ireland’s Greatest Poet Since Yeats, Dead at 74
Seamus Heaney’s early work surrounded the rural experience, but later writings took on the political 
and cultural struggles in Ireland. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995.

Final ‘Defund Obamacare’ Town Hall Draws Standing-Room Only Crowd
The last of nine “Defund Obamacare” town halls took place in Wilmington, Delaware, last night, 
organized by Heritage Foundation president and former South Carolina Senator Jim DeMint.

Jersey Shore Faces Slow Recovery From Sandy
Star-Ledger reporter Brian Donahue says he expected New Jersey to feel more normal by now. “The 
reality is that when you walk up and down these streets now, many of the houses are empty.”

Lifting Jersey Shore Houses Creates Problems For Elderly, Disabled
Along the Jersey Shore, many people are elevating their Sandy-damaged homes to lift them out of 
reach from future storms. But lifting homes presents problems for elderly or disabled residents.

Questions From U.S. Military Officers About Syria Action
President Obama says military action against Syria would be “a shot across the bow,” but many current 
and former U.S. military officers are skeptical about any operation.

In Britain, Hours Of Debate On Syria
For over eight hours, British Prime Minister David Cameron made his case for military strikes in Syria 
and took questions. We listen to some of the debate.

Former Salinger Protegee Awaits New Documentary
One of the people who agreed to speak about J.D. Salinger for a new documentary is Joyce Maynard, 
who dropped out of Yale after her freshman year to live with Salinger in New Hampshire.

U.S., Swiss Strike Deal On American Tax Evaders
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The U.S. government and Switzerland have reached an agreement that could expose Americans who 
have used Swiss banks to avoid paying taxes.

Labor Day Travel Update
After years of sticking close to home, are Americans in the mood to shake off the recession’s remnants 
and have a final summer adventure over the Labor Day weekend?

September, 2013

Monday, September 02, 2013
Sen. Leahy: Senators ‘Very, Very Wary’ Of Syria Strike
Vermont Sen. Patrick Leahy, the longest serving Democrat in the U.S. Senate, says the administration 
faces a Congress worried about military intervention.

Obama Could Face Uphill Battle For Syria Strike Approval
The Obama administration is lobbying Congress this week for approval of its plan to carry out a strike 
against the Syrian government. The U.S. says there is evidence the regime used sarin gas.

Diana Nyad 1st To Complete Cuba-To-Florida Swim Without Shark Cage
U.S. endurance swimmer Diana Nyad arrived this afternoon in Key West, where a crowd had gathered 
on the beach to see her achieve what Nyad called a “lifelong dream.”

How Different Generations View Unions
Union membership across the country has long been falling. Only about 11 percent of workers are 
unionized, compared to a peak of 35 percent during the 1950s.

A Push To Bridge The Gap Between Soldiers And Citizens
Military analyst Andrew Bacevich argues that the gap has created a nation that has an abiding appetite 
for war waged by an Army that’s not capable of achieving victory.

Wide Economic Gap Between Blacks And Whites Persists
While American blacks have made some social and financial gains in the past 50 years, studies show 
the economic gaps between blacks and whites have remained or widened.

Nothing Went As Expected At The Box Office This Summer
This has been the summer of some spectacular bombs at the box office, most notably “The Lone 
Ranger.” But overall, the box office gross is expected to set a record of $4.7 billion.

Russian Activists: Anti-Gay Violence On The Rise
In Russia, gay rights groups say that a new law restricting the spread of information about 
homosexuality has sparked a wave of violence against the gay and lesbian community.

Audio Postcard From Three Midwest State Fairs
All over the country, folks are celebrating the last days of summer by going to a state fair. Harvest 
Public Media brings us an audio postcard from Iowa, Missouri and Illinois.
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Will Schwalbe’s 'The End Of Your Life Book Club'
Will Schwalbe and his mother Mary Anne loved to read and discuss books – a love that grew even 
more important after Mary Anne was diagnosed with advanced pancreatic cancer.

Measles Outbreak At Texas Megachurch
Measles was declared eliminated in the U.S. more than a decade ago. But a Texas megachurch, whose 
leaders have been skeptical of vaccinations, is at the center of an outbreak.

Tuesday, September 03, 2013
The Rare Case Of The Military Execution
If Army Maj. Nidal Hasan is eventually executed, he will be the first person put to death by the U.S. 
military in more than 50 years. We take a look at how military justice has changed.

Author Mines True Tale Of California Serial Killer
Joyce Maynard’s new novel “After Her” centers on the daughters of the detective in charge of finding 
the Trailside Killer, who murdered at least seven people near San Francisco.

Detective’s Daughters Recall ‘Trailside Killer’ Case
The daughters of the homicide detective charged with finding the Trailside Killer say it took a terrible 
toll on his health. And the case continued to overshadow their lives, even after the killer was caught.

Photos Capture 15 Years Of Work On San Francisco-Oakland Bridge
Joe Blum’s photographs documenting the construction of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge over 
the past 15 years are stunning, but winning the approval of the workers wasn’t always easy.

Love Of Lego Extends Beyond Building Things
Lego — the world’s most valuable toy company — has created a multimedia empire that runs on fans 
not only using Lego to build things, but as the basis for creating entirely new projects.

The Story And Case Behind Merrill Lynch Racial Bias Settlement
George McReynolds brought a racial bias lawsuit against Merrill Lynch on behalf of 700 black 
brokers. After eight years in court, the firm agreed to settle for $160 million.

Obama Confident Congress Will Approve Syria Action
President Obama says he’s confident Congress will authorize a military strike in Syria, and he won the 
support of House Speaker John Boehner.

Some British Leaders Calling For Second Syria Vote
Some members of the British Parliament, as well as the influential mayor of London, are calling on 
Prime Minister David Cameron to hold a second vote on taking military action against Syria.

Growing Support In Israel For U.S. Action On Syria
As President Obama tries to convince Congress to approve punitive strikes on Syria’s government, 
NPR’s Emily Harris says there is growing Israeli support for U.S. military action in Syria.

Why Microsoft Is Buying Nokia In $7 Billion Deal
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“Devices help services and services help devices,” is how Microsoft’s outgoing CEO put it — meaning 
of course, that Microsoft is taking on the Apple model of integrating software and hardware.

CBS And Time Warner End Dispute, Blackout Ends
CBS and Time Warner have have reached a contract agreement, ending a nearly one-month blackout 
of the CBS network and affiliated channels, such as Showtime, in eight major markets.

Wednesday, September 04, 2013
Obama: Credibility Of World Community On The Line
President Obama says it’s not his credibility on the line in the debate over military intervention in 
Syria, rather that of the international community and Congress.

Senate Panel Votes 10-7 To Authorize Force In Syria
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has voted in favor of a resolution authorizing the use of force 
against Syria. We get the latest and listen to some of the debate before the committee.

 ‘The Tender Soldier’ Tells Story Of Anthropologist Killed In Afghanistan
Journalist Vanessa Gerazi has written a book about Paula Loyd, a young anthropologist embedded 
with U.S. troops in Afghanistan, who was killed when an Afghan man set her on fire.

How To Turn Complicated Books Into Movies
James Franco is making a film adaptation of William Faulkner’s famously complicated book “As I Lay 
Dying.” Screenwriter Cami DeLavigne explains how it’s possible to pull this off.

Party Drug ‘Molly’ Sparks Concerns
This summer at least four young people attending music events in New York, Boston and Seattle died, 
apparently after taking the party drug “molly.” Molly, or MDMA, is the chemical in ecstasy.

Do You Have A Twitter ‘Accent’?
A study has found that tweets often use words and spellings that are consistent with — and unique to 
— the user’s region, reflecting local accents and terminology, as well as new words.

Obama Says He’ll Continue To Engage Putin
President Obama says he will continue to engage Russian President Vladimir Putin, even though 
they’ve “hit a wall” in their relationship.

Is The Restaurant Tipping Model Bad For Waitstaff?
We explore the theory that restaurant tipping does not improve service, results in overall lower wages 
for waiters and waitresses, and creates a pay disparity with other kitchen staff.

Syria Debate Divides Both Parties in Congress
As Democrats and Republicans on Capitol Hill debate military action against Syria’s government, 
divisions have emerged not only between parties, but within parties.

Abundance Of Gas In Pennsylvania May Lead To Exports
Energy-hungry countries are looking to Pennsylvania, which is producing more natural gas than 
expected from the Marcellus Shale, using the controversial technique known as fracking.
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Auto Industry Sees Growth In Summer Sales
The big car makers saw double-digit growth this August over the same time last year. It’s the best 
August since 2007 — before the economic collapse.

Thursday, September 05, 2013
Syria Shadows Start Of G-20 Summit
President Obama and Russian President Vladimir Putin won’t be holding a one-on-one meeting at the 
economic summit in St. Peterburg, but they did share a handshake today.

Middle East Expert Says Don’t Rush To War With Syria
Fawaz Gerges, a longtime observer of the Middle East, says if the priority is to end the carnage in 
Syria, the U.S. should try to broker an international settlement to ease Assad out of power.

Vogue’s Andre Leon Talley On The State Of American Fashion
As New York Fashion Week kicks off, longtime Vogue editor Andre Leon Talley shares his favorite 
designers and his take on what the runway needs: more diversity of weight and race.

Minneapolis Mayor Bids For Other States’ Gay Weddings
The mayor of Minneapolis is heading to Chicago in hopes he can convince gay and lesbian couples to 
think about getting married in his city. He plans similar visits to Colorado and Wisconsin.

Texas Drought Leaves Lakeside Resort Far From Shore
John Williams, who owns Thunderbird Lodge and Resort on Lake Buchanan, is planning to change his 
business into an event center, since it is no longer a lakeside lodge.

No Hurricanes Yet, But Season Is Far From Over
We’re about to enter what’s usually considered the peak of the hurricane season. A NOAA 
meteorologist says it’s rare but not unheard of that there have been no hurricanes so far.

U.S. Military Trains Troops To Secure Chemical Weapons
The U.S. military wants troops ready to secure Syrian chemical weapons, in case the regime falls. 
There are also reports that defense contractors are training Syrian rebels to deal with the weapons.

CIA Files Show U.S. Knew Of Chemical Attacks Before Helping Saddam Hussein
Foreign Policy magazine reports that recently declassified CIA files prove “the U.S. had firm evidence 
of Iraqi chemical attacks” when the Pentagon provided intelligence data to the Iraqi regime.

U.S. Considers Expanding Efforts To Aid Syrian Rebels
President Obama is considering options for expanding training efforts for Syrian rebels. The CIA is 
already training some rebels in Jordan, but an expansion would put training in the Pentagon’s hands.

Is This The End Of The College Boom?
The Census Bureau reports that the number of students pursuing college degrees has fallen for the first 
time since 2006. The greatest decline happened among students age 25 and older.

Crop Insurance Cushions Farmers From Drought
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Harvest Public Media visits Livingston County, Illinois, where farmers received by far the biggest 
insurance payout in the nation after a crippling drought. The money is still paying dividends.

Remembering The 1972 Olympic Massacre
As the International Olympic Committee meets to decide whether Tokyo, Istanbul or Madrid will host 
the 2020 summer Olympics, we look back to a terrible moment in Olympic history.

Friday, September 06, 2013
N.S.A. Has Cracked Most Common Web Privacy Codes
The New York Times is reporting that the National Security Agency has found ways to “circumvent or 
crack” the tools for online privacy.

The Debate Over What To Do In Syria Continues
President Obama and Russian President Vladimir Putin held dueling news conferences in St. 
Peterburg, Russia, regarding whether to take military action in Syria.

U.S. Aid Group Supplying Syrian Rebels Supports Military Strike
The Syrian Support Group is the only U.S.-based aid group licensed by the U.S. government to provide 
support to Syrian rebels. The organization’s president supports a military strike in Syria.

Ask A Slave And Get A Real Answer
Azie Dungey’s new web series, Ask A Slave, is based on actual interactions she had with tourists 
while portraying a slave on a historic site.

Gay Activists In Russia Meet With Obama
President Obama is meeting with gay activists in Russia while he is in the country for the G20 summit. 
Russia passed a law criminalizing homosexuality in June, and reports of violence against LGBT people 
have increased.

August Jobs Report Shows Slight Decline In Unemployment
The U.S. economy added 169,000 jobs in August and the unemployment rate ticked down to 7.3 
percent from 7.4 percent according to data from the Department of Labor.

 ‘Molly’ User Says Testing Before Taking Is ‘A Necessity’
A user of the popular club drug molly — which has been linked to at least five deaths at music events 
this summer — says he has used the drug safely for several years.

What Does ‘The Fox’ Say?
The Norwegian band Ylvis is causing an internet sensation with the music video for their single, “The 
Fox.” Think Old MacDonald meets Daft Punk.

The Future Of Deep Space Communication
NASA is launching a spacecraft to the moon. On board the satellite is an instrument that could 
represent the future of deep space communications.

New Indie Music: From Franz Ferdinand To Big Black Delta
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KCRW’s DJ Travis Holcombe joins us regularly to play some of the music that’s been catching his 
ear. This time he is listening to indie music from bands like Franz Ferdinand and Big Black Delta.

Dioceses Across The Country Will Hold Immigration-Themed Mass
In response to a call from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, dioceses across the country will 
hold Mass with an immigration theme this coming Sunday.

Workforce Numbers Are At Lowest Level Since 1978
Even though the August job reports shows a small dip in unemployment, the decline is mostly due to 
people who have given up their job search.

Washington-Russia Hotline Solving Conflicts For 50 Years
The Washington-Moscow hotline, the direct line of communication between the U.S. and Russian 
heads of state, marked its 50th anniversary this year.

2020 Olympic City To Be Named This Weekend
The finalists to host the 2020 Summer Olympics are Tokyo, Istanbul and Madrid. The International 
Olympic Committee will announce the winner Saturday.

Monday, September 09, 2013
Immigration Reform Takes Backseat To Syria
As the debate surrounding U.S. military action in Syria continues to deepen, advocates of immigration 
reform find that their concerns are becoming background music.

Debate Over Syria Draws Comparisons To Iraq
As Congress debates military intervention in Syria, the politics and language being used are reminding 
some of the run-up to the Iraq War. We take a look at how the debates compare.

Philly Schools Open With Little Money, Lots Of Frustration
In Philadelphia, one of the nation’s largest school districts opens today in the middle of a funding 
crisis. Two dozen schools have been closed, and teachers are without a contract.

‘Portugal. The Man’ Collaborates With Danger Mouse On New Album
John Gourley, frontman and co-founder of the band Portugal. The Man talks about growing up in 
Alaska, his new album “Evil Friends” and working with über-producer Danger Mouse.

IBM, Time Warner To Move Retirees Off Health Plan
Time Warner, Inc. and IBM are joining other large companies such as GE in a historic shift, moving 
retirees from company health insurance plans to insurance exchanges.

New Yorkers Vote In Mayoral Primaries Tomorrow
With Anthony Wiener’s campaign drama and Mayor Bloomberg calling the leading Democrat’s 
campaign racist, things certainly haven’t been quiet.

The Dodos Stomp In With ‘Confidence’
Stephen Thompson of NPR Music introduces us to the song “Confidence” by The Dodos. Thompson 
says the San Francisco band gets much of its drive from its drummer.
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The Lehman Brothers Bankruptcy, Five Years Later
Five years ago this week, the historic Wall Street institution Lehman Brothers collapsed. Now that the 
Dow has returned to pre-crisis levels, have we learned anything from the financial collapse?

Congress Returns To Work After Summer Break
After a five-week break, Congress is back on Capitol Hill. NPR’s Charlie Mahtesian joins us to discuss 
how the Syria debate could be pushing other issues off the table.

Edgy Nervousness In Damascus As U.S. Vote Approaches
As Congress gets ready to debate the proposal for use of military force in Syria, the BBC’s Jeremy 
Bowen reports from the capital, Damascus, on the mood ahead of a possible attack.

Colorado Prisoners Tend To Buffalo Dairy Farm
Luke Runyon of Harvest Public Media reports on one of the more interesting dairy operations in the 
country — a water buffalo farm that sits behind razor-wire fences in southern Colorado.

Mississippi Voters Weigh In On Syria
Voters at a Mississippi Public Broadcasting event shared their thoughts on whether Congress should 
authorize President Obama’s plan for military strikes against the Syrian regime.

Tuesday, September 10, 2013
Reporter Recounts Threats From Syrian Officials
Wall Street Journal reporter Sam Dagher says a senior member of the Syrian parliament told him 
“Hezbollah and the Syrian Army were one body” and will retaliate if the U.S. attacks.

Syria Accepts Russian Chemical Weapons Proposal
The Syrian foreign minister said today that his government has accepted a Russian proposal to turn 
over chemical weapons, calling it a plan to “derail U.S. aggression.”

6 Problems With A Syria Chemical Weapons Deal
Syria says it accepts the proposal to put its chemical arsenal under international control, but a weapons 
expert says implementing such an agreement would be a “complete nightmare.”

Iowa Sheriff: Blind People Can Use Guns Safely
Warren Wethington, the sheriff of Cedar County, Iowa, whose daughter is visually impaired, supports 
state gun permit changes that allow the visually impaired to legally carry firearms in public.

In A Pickle With Chef Kathy Gunst
Here & Now resident chef Kathy Gunst has been noticing that fermented is in! She shares recipes for 
bread and butter pickles, pickled peppers, pickled fruits and “chile dilly beans.”

How Presidents Make The Case For War
President Obama isn’t asking Congress to declare war against Syria but he is asking Congress to 
approve a military action. We take a look at how other presidents have handled this.

Apple Unveils iPhone 5S And 5C
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Apple has unveiled the latest iPhones — the 5C and 5S — and says they will replace the current 
iPhone 5. Apple also says its next mobile operating system, iOS 7, will be available free next week.

Dow Jones Drops Bank Of America, Hewlett-Packard
In a major shakeup, the Dow Jones Industrial Average is removing Alcoa, Bank of America and 
Hewlett-Packard, and replacing them with Goldman Sachs Group, Visa and Nike.

President Obama To Address The Nation This Evening
President Obama will address the country tonight. He’s expected to make his case for taking military 
action in Syria. NPR’s Scott Horsley joins us for a preview of the speech.

Thousands Protest Mexican President’s Reform Agenda
Thousands have been protesting in Mexico City in opposition to Mexican President Enrique Pena 
Nieto’s proposed reforms, including an aggressive overhaul of the education system.

Colorado Lawmakers Face Recall Vote
Two Colorado state senators face a recall election today, brought by gun rights advocates who were 
upset by the senators’ sponsorship of gun control laws following the Aurora theater shooting.

Research Shows Microbes Are Crucial To Our Health
There are trillions of microbes living in and on our bodies: bacteria, fungi, viruses and other 
microorganisms. A growing body of evidence indicates they may be vital for our health.

Improving The Alert System For Firefighters In Danger
Researchers at the University of Texas are trying to improve the alert system that lets fire departments 
know when one of their firefighters needs to be rescued.

Grandparents Raising Kids Hit Roadblocks In School Enrollment
It’s becoming increasingly common for grandparents to be the guardians of their grandchildren, but 
they often face challenges when enrolling them in school.

Wednesday, September 11, 2013
Anthropologist Documents ‘The Battle For Ground Zero’
In a new book, urban anthropologist Elizabeth Greenspan documents the political and emotional battle 
over the site of the 9/11 attacks, where a new building now stands.

Former Ambassador Explains What U.N. Negotiations Over Syria May Involve
As UN negotiations over securing Syria’s chemical weapons hit an early impasse, we speak with Jack 
Matlock, former U.S. ambassador to the Soviet Union, who helped to negotiate the end of the Cold 
War.

New Pregnancy Test May Also Show Miscarriage Risk
A unintended aspect of a new pregnancy test — the Clearblue Advanced Pregnancy Test With Weeks 
Estimator — is that it might be able to measure the risk of a miscarriage.

Rep. Coble Expresses Doubts Over Syria Plan
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Republican Congressman Howard Coble of North Carolina tells Here & Now, “When you bring the 
Russians into the game, you’re putting another fox in to guard the hen house.”

Firefighter’s Son Remembers 9/11 And Sandy
On the anniversary of 9/11, veteran Patrick Dowdell remembers his firefighter father who was killed 
on that day. An item of his father’s recovered from the rubble was almost lost due to Sandy.

Do Colorado Recalls Point To A Trend?
What do recall elections portend for legislators, as they become an increasingly common tool for 
voters to remove politicians with whom they disagree?

Janelle Monae Carves Out Her Own Path In New Album
“The Electric Lady” features collaborations with Solange, Erykah Badu and Prince, but above all, it 
features Janelle Monáe’s own sound, which Here & Now’s pop culture critic finds unique.

Post-Sandy, NYC Shop Owner Is Optimistic On 9/11 Anniversary
Marco Pasanella has owned a wine shop in Manhattan’s South Street Seaport neighborhood for 12 
years, and says he’s “always optimistic about what can happen in the future.”

Sequester Reduces Funds For Longterm Heart Study
Over the last 65 years, data from the Framingham Heart Study has led to advancements in medical 
technology. But the federal sequester is dramatically reducing funding for the research.

Apple Isn’t The First: A Look At Biometric Technology
Apple’s new iPhone 5S is receiving a lot of attention for its fingerprint scanner that replaces use of a 
passcode. It’s not the first gadget to use biometrics. We look at some others.

Rise In Mortgage Rates Affects Housing Market, Lenders
A rise in interest rates in the U.S. is not only having an effect on potential home buyers and sellers — 
mortgage lenders, both large and small, are also feeling the pain.

Border Contracts Awarded Using New Guidelines
In the coming months, the federal government will be awarding contracts worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars for new surveillance technology along the Southwest border.

Little-Known Artist Says Nicki Minaj Stole His Song
A relatively unknown artist named Clive Tanaka says Nicki Minaj’s “Starships” is an imitation of his 
song, “Neu Chicago,” which he released online a year earlier.

Thursday, September 12, 2013
Kerry Rejects Assad’s 30-Day Timetable
Secretary of State John Kerry is rejecting Syrian President Bashar Assad’s suggestion that he begin 
submitting chemical weapons data one month after signing a chemical weapons ban.

Putin Takes Center Stage In Syria Crisis
Russian President Vladimir Putin has deftly seized the initiative, overshadowing Barack Obama to set 
the international agenda in the Syrian crisis.
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Gloria Estefan Puts Her Spin On The Standards
With over three decades in the music business, Gloria Estefan has decided to take on standards — and 
not only songs from the Great American Songbook, but also Brazilian and Argentinean classics.

Rethinking Childhood Food Allergies
For some time now, parents have been told it’s best to delay introducing babies to foods such as eggs 
or peanut butter. But researchers now think the delay may not be needed.

Experts Say New Flu Vaccines Should Help Keep Flu Away
Health experts hope new options for flu vaccines — including an egg-free version and a nasal spray 
that includes four flu strains instead of the usual three — might entice more people to get vaccinated.

Turning Up The Heat: Building Glare That’s More Than A Nuisance
Some reflective buildings have designs that reflect enough sunlight to melt cars and damage other 
buildings. An architecture expert explains why — and how it can be avoided.

Flash Floods Wreak Havoc In Colorado
Heavy rains in Colorado have caused major flash floods, resulting in three deaths, a dam failure, rock 
slides and mudslides. The rain is not expected to stop for the next few days.

Budweiser Ousts Old Style Beer At Wrigley Field
There was big news this week for Chicago Cubs fans — Anheuser-Busch signed an exclusive 
sponsorship deal with the Chicago Cubs, edging out the beloved Old Style beer at Wrigley Field.

A Bad Week For Women In Tech
In an industry dominated by men, the gender imbalance is showing up in a recent flurry of sexist 
controversies, including an inappropriate presentation at a tech conference and the firing of a CFO.

Is The U.S. Arming The Rebels In Syria?
While diplomatic efforts on Syria continue, there are conflicting stories about whether the U.S. is 
sending weapons to the opposition in Syria.

Amid Debate Over Syria, The Fighting Continues
Some of the heaviest fighting in Syria is going on in the historic Christian town of Maaloula. The 
BBC’s Jeremy Bowen was there, with Syrian Army units trying to recapture the town from rebels.

Public Schools Still Struggling To Recover From Recession
A new study from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities finds that more than two-thirds of states 
are spending less per child on schools than they were five years ago.

Millennials Take Their Parents to Work
Google and LinkedIn are hosting “Bring Your Parents to Work” days, while other companies let 
parents attend job interviews and hear about job offer and performance details.

Defense Contractors Look To Border For New Business
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The possibility of immigration reform is generating buzz among defense contractors and private tech 
companies that see increased border security as a lucrative business venture.

Friday, September 13, 2013
Middle East Watches And Waits on Syria
Russian and American diplomats are in their second day of talks on how and when to get Syria to turn 
over its chemical weapons, which the U.S. claims were used against civilians.

Peace Activist: ‘People Power’ Helped Prevent Syria Strike
A longtime peace activist says everyday Americans helped to derail the push for military strikes in 
Syria, by calling their representatives in Congress and asking them not to authorize force.

Former TARP Watchdog: ‘We’re Headed Toward Another Financial Crisis’
The former inspector general of the Troubled Asset Relief Program says the rules and regulations that 
resulted from the financial meltdown fail to address the fundamental problems.

Pizza Shop Owner Devastated By Boardwalk Fire
One of the businesses destroyed in a massive fire on the iconic Jersey Shore boardwalk yesterday was 
Maruca’s Tomato Pies, which had reopened in April, after Superstorm Sandy.

Bill Would Give Calif. Among Highest Minimum Wages
California’s minimum wage would rise to $10 an hour within three years under a bill passed Thursday 
by the state Legislature, making it one of the highest rates in the nation.

Unloading Your Sins: There’s An App For That
If you can tweet, then you can atone. That’s what some are saying about a new online tool called 
eScapegoat. The creators say it’s “like in Bible Times, only nerdier!”

Out Of This World! Voyager Is First Man-Made Object To Leave Solar System
The Voyager 1 spacecraft, launched in 1977 and currently located about 11 billion miles from Earth, 
has become the first man-made item to do what sounds like science fiction: it left the solar system.

Invoking The Holocaust In Times Of War
When talking about Syria, President Obama, Secretary of State John Kerry and Senator Harry Reid 
have all brought up the Holocaust as an example of “when the world did nothing.”

Flooding, Evacuations Continue In Colorado
Flooding that cut off dozens of people in Colorado mountain communities swept downstream Friday, 
spilling rivers and creeks over their banks and forcing thousands more evacuations.

Twitter Takes Lessons From Facebook On Going Public
Twitter is taking advantage of a new federal law that lets companies with revenues under $1 billion to 
keep their initial public offering (IPO) documents secret until a few weeks before a price is set.

New Hybrids And Electric Cars Debut At Frankfurt Auto Show
There are some 70 new or concept vehicles on display at the International Motor Show in Frankfurt, 
and just about every manufacturer is introducing a vehicle with electric battery technology.



94 of 130

Boxing’s Most Anticipated Match Up Also Has A Huge Payday
Tomorrow in Las Vegas, two undefeated boxers — Floyd Mayweather and Saul “Canelo” Alvarez — 
will duke it out for the super welterweight title. The fight setting records as the highest-paid fight in 
history.

Crisis In Syria Weighs On Its Neighbors
Unemployment and rising living costs are putting pressure on local populations in some areas of 
Jordan, as thousands of refugees enter the country from neighboring Syria.

Ex-Con Parents Blocked From Volunteering At School
In Louisville, Kentucky, many parents have been blocked from volunteering at their children’s schools 
because of prior crimes they’ve committed. In most cases, the crimes are non-violent.

Monday, September 16, 2013
Several Dead In Shooting At Washington Navy Yard
Police say at least 12 people have died in the shootings at the Washington Navy Yard. One of the 
shooters has died and police are looking for two other possible gunmen.

U.N. Inspectors: ‘Convincing Evidence’ Of Chemical Attack
U.N. inspectors say there is “clear and convincing evidence” that chemical weapons were used on a 
relatively large scale in an attack last month in Syria that killed hundreds of people.

Orthodox Christian Leader Decries Syrian Rebel Attacks Near Monasteries
Most residents of the ancient Christian town of Maaloula, Syria, have fled, but nuns and orphans 
remain holed up in Mar Tekla, one of the town’s two early Christian monasteries.

Colorado Rescue Efforts Continue Amid Flooding
Four people are confirmed dead and state emergency officials say more than 1,200 people have not 
been heard from, amid massive flooding in Colorado.

Breast Cancer Survivors ‘Dance To Recovery’
As recently as the 1990s, breast cancer patients were told to limit most exercise. That’s not the case 
anymore. We take a look at an exercise program designed for patients and survivors.

Psychologist: Some Domestic Abusers Want To Change — And Can
In 1977, David Adams co-founded the first education program in the U.S. for perpetrators of domestic 
abuse. Some of the men are court-ordered to attend, but many come on their own.

Director Makes Debut With Critically Acclaimed ‘Una Noche’
Documentary filmmaker and Spike Lee protégé Lucy Mulloy has made a splash with her first feature 
film, “Una Noche,” about three teenagers’ journey from Cuba to Miami by raft.

From Homeless To Headliner: Willis Earl Beal
NPR’s Stephen Thompson introduces us to the soulful sound of Willis Earl Beal, a once-homeless 
Army veteran whose songs were first heard when he started leaving self-made CDs in public places.
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Engineers Attempt To Right Shipwrecked Concordia
Engineers are cautiously optimistic that they will be able to rotate the Costa Concordia cruise ship that 
crashed into a reef on the west coast of Italy almost two years ago.

Larry Summers Withdraws From Fed Consideration
Former Treasury secretary Larry Summers has withdrawn his name from consideration to replace 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke. Fed Vice-Chair Janet Yellen is emerging as a favorite.

The Week Ahead In Washington
We speak with NPR’s Ron Elving about the week ahead in politics. President Obama spoke on the 
anniversary of the financial collapse and Congress returns to budget talks.

Former Poet Laureate Picks Up Another Laurel
In 2011, Philip Levine was named the 18th Poet Laureate of the United States. Now, the Academy of 
American Poets has awarded him a lifetime achievement award that comes with a $100,000 prize.

Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Navy Yard Shooting Victims Had Long Careers There
Stories are emerging about some of the 12 people who were killed in yesterday’s shooting rampage at 
the Washington Navy Yard.

More Details Emerge About Navy Yard Shooter
The deadly attack at the Washington Navy Yard was carried out by a lone gunman, according to 
authorities: Aaron Alexis, 34. We learn more about him and speak with two people who knew him.

Navy Yard Highly Secured, Home To Classified Info
Reporters who know NAVSEA told Politico that it’s “kind of amazing” that yesterday’s shooting 
happened there, because it’s a highly secured area where “you’re either known or watched.”

Tom Perrotta Returns To Short Story Writing
Perrotta is best known for his critically-acclaimed novels “Election” and “Little Children,” which were 
adapted into Oscar-nominated films. He’s now out with his first short story collection in 19 years.

Flood Cleanup Begins In Colorado
The rain has stopped and the flood waters are beginning to recede in Colorado. Many communities are 
now trying to figure out how to move forward, and how to begin cleaning up and returning home.

What Delhi Rape Case Means For India
As news of another gang rape in India sparks protests, we speak with a New Delhi-based human rights 
lawyer who has argued on the side of rape victims and is recommending reforms.

CDC: Hospitals Are Major Source Of Drug-Resistant Bacteria
A new report from the Centers for Disease Control describes the threat from drug resistant bacteria as 
“potentially catastrophic” if it is not addressed.

Scientists Turn To Crowdfunding For Research



96 of 130

With the percentage of research grants winning federal funding at a low ebb, some scientists are 
turning to crowdfunding — asking people online to directly support their research.

Mapping Software Helps Stores Find Profitable Locations
Companies are using mapping technology to choose where to place their businesses. Sometimes it is 
counterintuitive, such as placing a store next to its competitor.

Syrian Conflict Tackled At Film Festival
Syrian refugees have been streaming across the country’s borders. Those crossings are the subject of 
“Border,” one of the films about Syria showing at the Toronto International Film Festival.

Veterans Dive To Raise Awareness About Overfishing
This summer, veterans from across the country are headed to the shores of West Palm Beach, Fla., for 
one reason: to build a new army of undersea soldiers who raise awareness about overfishing.

Weather Balloons Collect Air Pollution, Climate Data
Students at Saint Louis University are launching weather balloons as part of a nationwide study funded 
by NASA to improve our understanding of how ozone affects air pollution and the climate.

First Nations DJs Mix Tradition With Electronic Beats
A Tribe Called Red is an Ottawa-based trio of First Nations DJs who remix social powwow music with 
electronic dance beats. They’re at the forefront of a First Nations cultural renaissance.

Wednesday, September 18, 2013
Fed Keeps Stimulus In Place, Surprising Wall Street
The Federal Reserve has decided against reducing its stimulus for the U.S. economy, saying it thinks 
the economy still needs the support.

Sen. Stabenow: Navy Yard Shooting Is ‘Call To Action’ On Mental Health
Democratic U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow of Michigan says while there are differing views on gun 
control in Congress, there is agreement that mental health must be improved.

A Debate Over How To Improve Schools In Mississippi
In Mississippi, standardized test scores and graduation rates are among the worst in the country. We 
hear from a school principal and a state legislator who have opposing ideas on what to do about it.

Author Spins Love Of Chicago’s Thorne Rooms Into Children’s Book Series
Marianne Malone has loved the Thorne Miniature Rooms at the Art Institute of Chicago since she was 
a child. They inspired her to write a series about two children who shrink into them.

Security Clearance Checks Under Scrutiny After Shootings
A defense contractor’s deadly shooting rampage at the Washington Navy Yard is raising questions 
about the adequacy of the background checks on contract employees.

Starfish Population Decline A Mystery to Scientists
A massive starfish die-off from Maine to Florida, is concerning scientists who have no idea what is 
causing the decline. This comes after a boom in their population just three years ago.
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Russia Stands By Assad As Syria Claims Rebels Used Chemical Weapons
Russia says Syria has provided new “material evidence” that Syrian rebels, not government forces, are 
responsible for using chemical weapons in the deadly attack on the town of Ghouta on August 21.

N.C. Officer Charged In Death Of Unarmed Black Man
North Carolina police officer Randall Kerrick fired 12 shots at a 24-year-old Jonathan Ferrell, 
according to authorities, as the man was seeking help after a car accident.

Female Saxophonist Wins Thelonious Monk Jazz Competition
Melissa Aldana is the first female instrumentalist to win the annual competition of the Thelonious 
Monk Institute of Jazz — the most prestigious jazz competition in the world.

iTunes Radio Wants To Be Your DJ And Record Store
With the launch of iOS 7 today, Apple is entering the streaming music market with iTunes radio. We 
take a look at what it is and what role it will play in the crowded digital music world.

From Arsenio To Queen Latifah, Familiar Faces In New Talk Shows
A few well-known faces will be making a splash on the syndicated talk show line-up this fall, after 
long hiatuses. We take a look at why old faces are suddenly new again in TV talk.

How Mercury Poisons Gold Miners, Water In Indonesia
Contamination with mercury is a particular problem in countries where small-scale gold miners 
operate. Mercury is used to separate fragments of gold from the rock or earth.

Mysterious Foam Challenges Farmers And Scientists
Hog farmers in the Midwest are on edge about an unusual problem: foam sometimes forms on the 
manure piles, and apparently causes flash fires and explosions.

Thursday, September 19, 2013
‘Glock’ Author: Gun Foes Engaged In ‘Futile Exercise’
Paul Barrett argues that gun control advocates underestimate the grassroots support for gun rights, and 
overstate the ability of proposed gun control legislation to prevent such shootings.

McCain Slams Putin In Opinion Piece For Pravda
Republican Sen. John McCain accused Russian President Vladimir Putin of corruption, repression and 
self-serving rule, in an opinion piece for Pravda newspaper.

Duke Energy Is The Latest Big Company To Move Retirees Off Heath Plan
Duke Energy has joined a growing list of large companies that are moving retirees off of company-run 
health plans, instead offering them stipends they can use to buy their own health insurance.

More Companies Move Away From Traditional Health Plans
A number of American companies plan to shift employees from company-based health plans to private 
exchanges. Companies would provide employees with money to buy health insurance.

Play Illuminates Rocky Year In Johnson Presidency
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The American Repertory Theater’s new production of “All the Way” is about a pivotal year in the 
presidency of Lyndon Johnson, played by “Breaking Bad” star Bryan Cranston.

Obamacare Fight At Forefront Of Fiscal Debate
House Speaker John Boehner has embraced a plan that would provide funding to prevent a government 
shutdown while simultaneously gutting the Affordable Care Act.

New Film For IMAX Explores Jerusalem
It’s been said that Jerusalem is the “closest place to God.” A new film for IMAX theaters takes you 
there. We speak with the writer and director of “Jerusalem.”

Afghans Face Ongoing Security Challenges As Elections Approach
Afghanistan is inching closer to holding presidential elections next spring, but NPR’s Sean Carberry 
says Afghans appear more consumed by security concerns.

Revisiting The Fire That Killed 19 Hotshots
A former hotshot firefighter and an associate editor at Outside Magazine shares his in-depth reporting 
on the Yarnell Hill fire that burned more than 8,000 acres and killed 19 firefighters.

SEC Wants Companies To Disclose CEO-Worker Pay Ratio
The Securities and Exchange Commission has proposed a rule that would require publicly traded 
companies to disclose the difference in pay between the company’s CEO and its employees.

Man Behind Super Mario’s Success Has Died At 85
Hiroshi Yamauchi was the president of Nintendo from 1949 until 2002. He passed away at age 85. We 
speak with the author of “Super Mario: How Nintendo Conquered America.”

Boulder Residents Clean Up After Flooding
After massive flooding in Colorado that damaged thousands of homes, residents are trying to figure out 
how and where to dump debris. That’s proving to be quite a challenge for Boulder.

Friday, September 20, 2013
House Votes To Derail Obamacare, Fund Government
The House has passed a temporary funding measure to keep the government running. The bill is 
coupled with a Tea Party-backed measure to block President Obama’s new health care law.

Navy Yard Shooter Employer: ‘He Is Unstable’
The New York Times reports that six weeks before the Navy Yard shooting, the company Aaron 
Alexis was working for intervened on his behalf while he was on a business trip.

Same Company Vetted Navy Yard Shooter And Snowden
USIS, a federal contractor based in Falls Church, Va., is drawing fire for its security clearance record. 
It vetted both Aaron Alexis and NSA leaker Edward.

13 Injured In Chicago Park Shooting
Police are still interviewing victims to determine a motive for the shooting late Thursday night on the 
South Side of Chicago, but a police spokesman said it appeared to be gang-related.
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Chef Michael Leviton: Cheap Food ‘Is Actually Killing Us’
Boston area chef and restaurateur Michael Leviton says “cheap food” has changed the way Americans 
eat, and it hasn’t been for the better.

Using Science To Craft The Perfect Pie
Amy Rowat has a PhD in physics and has pioneered the use of food to teach sophisticated science 
concepts to non-scientists. She can also bake a mean pie, and shares some of her favorite tips.

Rapper’s Murder Sparks Protests in Greece
The stabbing murder of an anti-fascist rapper — allegedly by a member of the country’s neo-Nazi 
Golden Dawn party — sparked violent protests in cities across Greece last night.

Diplomacy Takes Center Stage In Iran And Syria Conflicts
The turn to diplomacy in both the Syrian conflict and Iranian nuclear program comes suddenly, and 
just two weeks after President Obama asked Congress to support a strike against Iran’s ally Syria.

Atlanta Wedding Reception Donated To The Homeless
Hosts of a cancelled wedding donated an elaborate reception to 200 of Atlanta’s homeless. We talk to 
the woman behind the donation, and the head of a local nonprofit that feeds the hungry.

Almost 200 Years Later, Slave Gets Proper Burial
From the Here & Now Contributors Network, WNPR brings us the story of an 18th century 
Connecticut slave whose remains were recently laid to rest, more than 200 years after his death.

U.S. Airways And American Airlines Employees Defend Merger Plans
U.S. Airways and American Airlines are stepping up their lobbying efforts, before going to court in 
November to defend their proposed merger against a Justice Department antitrust lawsuit.

Verdict In Trial Of Bo Xilai Due This Weekend
A verdict is due in the trial of Bo Xilai, a one-time political star in China. He’s accused of corruption 
and covering up the murder of the British businessman Neil Heywood.

Monday, September 23, 2013
Hostage Crisis Continues In Kenya
It’s day three of the siege at the Westgate Mall in Nairobi, Kenya. At least 62 people have died since 
militants stormed the shopping center on Saturday.

Former Ambassador: Kenya Attack Shows Al-Shabab’s Weakness
The former U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia, David Shinn, joins us to take a closer look at al-Shabab, the 
Somali-based militant group that has taken credit for the Kenya mall attack.

Criminologist Says Mass Murder In U.S. Is Declining
A criminologist has found some surprising statistics about mass killings. Among them is that while 
public mass murders get the most attention, they represent only 10 percent of mass killings.

Ben & Jerry’s Co-Founder Fights Money In Politics
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Ben Cohen wants to get money out of politics. He’s organized a campaign called the “Stamp 
Stampede,” stamping dollar bills with phrases like “Not to be used for bribing politicians.”

The Goldbergs, Then And Now: The Portrayal Of Jews On TV
A new sitcom, “The Goldbergs” debuts on ABC tomorrow. In 1949, a groundbreaking program of the 
same name made the leap from radio to TV. It was the first Jewish sitcom and had a huge audience.

House Votes To Cut Food Stamps Program
President Obama says he’ll veto a bill to cut billions of dollars from the food stamp program — known 
as SNAP — which passed in the House of Representatives on a largely party line vote.

The Week Ahead In Politics
The Senate will take up the continuing resolution measure that passed in the House on Friday, and is 
likely to remove the healthcare provision that would defund the Affordable Care Act.

Los Campesinos! Exclamation Point Not Optional
Each week, NPR’s Stephen Thompson brings us a new song to liven up our playlists. This week he 
brings us Welsh band Los Campesinos! and the band’s new song, “What Death Leaves Behind.”

Elections In Germany May Shift Economic Tone In Eurozone
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s center-right Christian Democrats party fell five seats short of an absolute 
majority in the national parliament. That may lead to changes in some economic policies.

Texas Women’s Clinics Close In Wake Of Abortion Law
Planned Parenthood says the closures will hurt women who came to the clinics for general health care 
services. But anti-abortion groups say there are other doctors for those women to go to.

Michigan Prepares To Battle Invasive Asian Carp
Under the right conditions, it could take as few as a dozen Asian carp to establish a population in the 
Great Lakes, so the state of Michigan is getting ready to face off with the invasive, destructive fish.

Claire Danes, Jeff Daniels Win Best Drama Emmys
Hollywood turned out on the red carpet for the Emmys last night, with Neil Patrick Harris leading the 
way. We take a look at the winners.

Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Obama Directs Kerry To Pursue Iranian Nuclear Deal
President Obama kicked off the 68th meeting of the United Nations’ General Assembly today with a 
speech that addressed Iran, Syria and the importance of diplomacy.

Kenya President: Mall Terrorists Have Been Defeated
The president of Kenya says the terrorists have been defeated, three mall floors have collapsed, 72 
people are dead and more bodies are trapped in the building.

Study: Spousal Support Can Keep You Healthy
A new study in the Journal of Clinical Oncology finds that married cancer patients tend to have better 
outcomes than single cancer patients. The benefit appears to be greater for men.
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Remembering Nirvana’s Final Album ‘In Utero’
Nirvana released its final record “In Utero” 20 years ago. The record label thought it sounded 
unpolished, so a producer touched it up. An anniversary edition will let fans hear the originals.

After 21-Year Dry Streak, Pirates Make The Playoffs
The Pittsburgh Pirates have clinched a spot in the playoffs. Longtime Pittsburgh Pirates announcer 
Lanny Frattare joins Here & Now to to reflect on the victory and the dry spell.

What To Expect From Iran At U.N. General Assembly
Iran’s new president Hassan Rouhani is set to take the stage at the United Nations today. Many are 
wondering if Rouhani will signal a more moderate path for Iran in his speech.

Some Iranians Hopeful For Better U.S.-Iran Relationship
Ali Akrami, a 35-year-old mechanical engineer who lives in Tehran, tells Here & Now that he’s 
hopeful the U.N. meeting will lead to the end of sanctions against Iran.

Kenya Mall Attack Reverberates In Minnesota
The Twin City area is home to the largest Somali-American community in the U.S. To find out how 
the community there is reacting, we turn to Laura Yuen of Minnesota Public Radio.

Burger King Introduces A Lower-Fat French Fry
Burger King is hoping its new lower fat “satisfries” will boost restaurant sales. Satisfries contain 40 
percent less fat, but will cost the consumer 20 to 30 cents more per order.

Ted Cruz Embraces ‘Wacko Bird’ Label
Here & Now speaks with the author of a new profile on Republican freshman U.S. Senator Ted Cruz. 
The profile calls him “the most despised man in the U.S. Senate,” but also a dazzling orator.

Insurers, Businesses Prepare For Obamacare
The health care exchanges set to open in one week will allow people to shop for a plan online, and that 
has some private insurance companies worried.

Many Immigrants Left Homeless After Colorado Floods
Flooding has devastated the homes of many immigrant families in Colorado. Some didn’t have time to 
collect key documents before fleeing. Others aren’t sure if they qualify for federal aid.

Michigan Taxpayers Fund Expansion Of Early Education
Thousands of 4-year-old children in Michigan might not have been able to find spots in pre-school 
programs if it wasn’t for a major expansion, paid for by Michigan taxpayers.

Will Iran’s New President Change The Tone?
Iran’s president Hassan Rouhani will speak to the U.N. General Assembly in New York today. His 
supporters hope he will take advantage of the opportunity to change the world’s perception of Iran.

 ‘The Glass Menagerie’ Heads To Broadway
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Tennessee William’s “The Glass Menagerie” opens Thursday night at the Booth Theatre in New York 
City. We revisit our interview with the entire cast, about approaching the American classic.

Wednesday, September 25, 2013
Using Budget To Fight Health Care
The Democratic-controlled Senate plans to defeat tea party attempts to dismantle President Barack 
Obama’s health care law.

What Insurance Premiums Will Cost Under Obamacare
The average individual premium for the second-cheapest plan, which is called the “silver plan,” ranges 
from a low of $192 per month in Minnesota to a high of $516 in Wyoming.

Brazilian President Excoriates U.S. Over Spying
At the U.N. General Assembly, Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff accused the NSA of violating 
international law. We take a look at the future of the relationship between the U.S. and Brazil.

California To Create Earthquake Early Alert System
California’s governor has ordered the creation of a statewide earthquake early warning system. The 
director of the Earthquake Engineering Research Lab at Caltech explains how it will work.

Syria Chemical Weapons Deal Has Implications For Iran
A complicated and high-stakes game is playing out in efforts to force Syria to give up its chemical 
weapons. It’s a diplomatic initiative that has major implications not just for Syria, but for Iran.

When Retirement Never Comes
When you think of retirement, your mind may jump to visions of travel and family and relaxation — 
not flipping burgers. But a report in Bloomberg News is telling a different retirement story.

Solar-Powered Boat Makes Unmanned Transatlantic Journey
Right now, about a thousand miles off the coast of Rhode Island, a robotic, solar-powered boat named 
Scout is attempting an unmanned crossing of the Atlantic Ocean.

DJ Sessions: KCRW’s Anthony Valadez
Anthony Valadez, a late-night DJ from KCRW, shares his latest picks with Here & Now, including 
Belgian band Joy Wellboy, Seattle producer Sango and Australian band Hiatus Kaiyote.

Upswing In China’s Economy May Be Temporary
Manufacturing in China is at a six-month high, but many economists think this growth could be driven 
by government policy rather than by real demand. NPR’s Frank Langfitt joins us to explain.

As Syrian Refugee Population Grows, So Does Child Labor
The massive refugee crisis in Lebanon is creating a new problem: child labor. The BBC got rare access 
to the fields of Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa Valley, where more and more children are now working.

Health Insurance A Tough Sell In Rural Nebraska
The rate of uninsured people tends to be higher in rural areas than cities, but across the rural Midwest, 
some residents aren’t sure they want to sign up for health insurance under Obamacare.
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Author Karen Russell Awarded MacArthur ‘Genius Grant’
Acclaimed author Karen Russell, who wrote the Pulitzer Prize nominated “Swamplandia!” was named 
a MacArthur ‘Genius’ today. We revisit our conversation with her about her story story collection.

Kenyans Mourn, Come To Grips With Mall Attack
The siege of a Kenyan Mall came to an end on Tuesday. Now the stories of what happened inside the 
mall are emerging, and people affected by the siege are coming to terms with what’s happened.

Thursday, September 26, 2013
Obamacare 101: Your Questions Answered
Last week we asked listeners for their questions, and you’ve sent them. Jay Hancock of Kaiser Health 
News joins us to give you some answers.

Iran To Discuss Its Nuclear Program With U.S. Officials
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani tells The Washington Post he wants a deal on Iran’s nuclear 
program within six months. Meantime, he sparked outrage in Iran over his interview with CNN.

A Different Response To Obamacare: Increase Hours, Insure More Workers
But one large employer is bucking the trend. The convenience store chain Cumberland Farms, which 
also owns Gulf Oil, will be adding hours and insuring 1,500 more workers.

A Look At Parkinson’s As Michael J. Fox Returns To TV
As Michael J. Fox returns to television tonight, 22 years after he was first diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease, we take a look at the latest in Parkinson’s research and treatment.

College Board: SAT Scores Going Down As GPAs Rise
For the fifth year in a row, a report shows that fewer than half of the students taking the test got 
“college ready” scores. We talk to the College Board, which administers the test.

Frustration For Conn., N.Y. Rail Commuters
Tens of thousands of Metro-North Railroad commuters are scrambling for alternate routes between the 
densely populated Connecticut suburbs and New York City after a power failure.

Hollywood Revs Up For Fall Films
Boston Globe film critic Ty Burr says “we are in the fall serious season as opposed to the summer silly 
season.” He previews several films, including a couple of off-the-radar picks.

Panera CEO Takes The Food Stamps Challenge
The founder and head of Panera Bread describes what it feels like to only have $4.50 a day for food. 
That’s how much someone receiving food assistance has to spend per day.

Battle Over Obamacare Comes To A Boil
President Obama has made one of his last pitches defending his signature health care reform law, 
before federal and state-run health care exchanges open next week.

Omega-3s Good For The Heart, But What About The Brain?
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Contrary to earlier studies, new research suggest that Omega-3 fatty acids may not stave off cognitive 
decline. NPR’s Allison Aubrey joins Here & Now to look at why this is hard to pin down.

Popular Science Disables Online Comments
The magazine says rude or insulting comments have been shown to skew readers’ understanding of an 
article. Does such a step have implications for online journalism?

Trucking Companies Try To Prevent Contraband Cargo
In San Diego, half of the drugs seized at the border are discovered in cargo trucks. The U.S. 
government and trucking companies are trying to secure the cargo against ever-changing smuggling 
strategies.

Debate In Pakistan Over Taliban Talks
In Pakistan, the recent suicide bombings at a church in Peshawar are raising questions about the 
government’s policy of trying to start a dialogue with the militants.

Friday, September 27, 2013
US And Iran Open Talks As UN Reaches Deal On Syria
Secretary of State John Kerry and his Iranian counterpart agreed to “jump-start” talks over Iran’s 
disputed nuclear program, and the U.N. reached a resolution on Syria.

Sen. Wicker: '50-50 Chance' Of Government Shutdown
With the clock ticking down toward a possible government shutdown, we speak with Republican U.S. 
Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who says there is a 50-50 chance of a shutdown.

The ‘Truman Show’ Delusion: When Patients Think They’re On TV
Delusions and paranoia have long been signs of mental illness, but a new variation is being called the 
“Truman Show” delusion, after the movie in which Jim Carrey is an unknowing reality TV star.

Exhibit Illuminates Three Generations Of Wyeths
Works of art by three generations of the iconic Wyeth family are on display at the Shelburne Museum 
in Vermont. Here & Now co-host Robin Young gets a tour.

Jellyfish: Are They Taking Over In Sick Oceans?
Lisa-ann Gershwin is one of a handful of jellyfish experts in the world. She joins us to talk about the 
evidence she sees of global warming and human impact on the environment.

Senate OKs Budget Bill, But Fight Not Over
The Democratic-run Senate has approved legislation aimed at preventing a Tuesday federal shutdown. 
NPR’s Tamara Keith joins us to discuss the vote.

Flood-Ravaged Colorado Town Tries To Recover
Longtime Lyons, Colo., resident LaVern Johnson, 86, says there’s no sewer, water, electricity or gas in 
town, two weeks after the deadly flooding in Colorado. Most residents have temporarily fled.

Indiana Schools Reduce Workers' Hours Ahead Of Obamacare Requirement
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In Indiana, many school districts are reducing the hours of teachers’ aids, bus drivers and coaches to 
avoid having to spend more when a provision of Obamacare takes effect in 2015.

NASA’s Rover Detects Water On Mars
NASA scientists published their formal findings of data collected on Mars by the Curiosity rover. 
Curiosity collected measurements that reveal there is water in Mars’ soil.

The Economic Impact Of A Government Shutdown
If Congress can’t agree on a way to fund government when the new fiscal year begins, some workers 
and business owners will feel the impact of the disruption in government.

Screens Go Dark At Drive-Ins Across The Country
By the end of 2013, most major film companies will stop offering movies on 35-millimeter film reels. 
Most small drive-in theaters are unable to afford the digital transition.

Western Texas Oil Brings Boom And Pitfalls
The two towns at the center of a Texas oil boom have the lowest unemployment in Texas, but with the 
oil boom comes a high cost of living, traffic jams and limited housing.

Monday, September 30, 2013
US And Iran Open Talks As UN Reaches Deal On Syria
Secretary of State John Kerry and his Iranian counterpart agreed to “jump-start” talks over Iran’s 
disputed nuclear program, and the U.N. reached a resolution on Syria.

Sen. Wicker: '50-50 Chance' Of Government Shutdown
With the clock ticking down toward a possible government shutdown, we speak with Republican U.S. 
Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi, who says there is a 50-50 chance of a shutdown.

The ‘Truman Show’ Delusion: When Patients Think They’re On TV
Delusions and paranoia have long been signs of mental illness, but a new variation is being called the 
“Truman Show” delusion, after the movie in which Jim Carrey is an unknowing reality TV star.

Exhibit Illuminates Three Generations Of Wyeths
Works of art by three generations of the iconic Wyeth family are on display at the Shelburne Museum 
in Vermont. Here & Now co-host Robin Young gets a tour.

Jellyfish: Are They Taking Over In Sick Oceans?
Lisa-ann Gershwin is one of a handful of jellyfish experts in the world. She joins us to talk about the 
evidence she sees of global warming and human impact on the environment.

Senate OKs Budget Bill, But Fight Not Over
The Democratic-run Senate has approved legislation aimed at preventing a Tuesday federal shutdown. 
NPR’s Tamara Keith joins us to discuss the vote.

Flood-Ravaged Colorado Town Tries To Recover
Longtime Lyons, Colo., resident LaVern Johnson, 86, says there’s no sewer, water, electricity or gas in 
town, two weeks after the deadly flooding in Colorado. Most residents have temporarily fled.
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Indiana Schools Reduce Workers' Hours Ahead Of Obamacare Requirement
In Indiana, many school districts are reducing the hours of teachers’ aids, bus drivers and coaches to 
avoid having to spend more when a provision of Obamacare takes effect in 2015.

NASA’s Rover Detects Water On Mars
NASA scientists published their formal findings of data collected on Mars by the Curiosity rover. 
Curiosity collected measurements that reveal there is water in Mars’ soil.

The Economic Impact Of A Government Shutdown
If Congress can’t agree on a way to fund government when the new fiscal year begins, some workers 
and business owners will feel the impact of the disruption in government.

Screens Go Dark At Drive-Ins Across The Country
By the end of 2013, most major film companies will stop offering movies on 35-millimeter film reels. 
Most small drive-in theaters are unable to afford the digital transition.

Western Texas Oil Brings Boom And Pitfalls
The two towns at the center of a Texas oil boom have the lowest unemployment in Texas, but with the 
oil boom comes a high cost of living, traffic jams and limited housing.
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Quarterly Issues/Programs List
“Radio Boston”

(July, August, September 2013)

July, 2013

Monday, July 01, 2013
Bulger Trial: Former FBI Agent John Morris Testifies
In the federal racketeering and murder trial of James “Whitey” Bulger, Bulger’s attorneys subjected a 
key government witness to withering cross-examination earlier today. The witness is Former FBI 
supervisor John Morris, who was granted immunity from prosecution in exchange for his testimony.

John Joseph Moakley: The Man Behind The Courthouse
If there’s a high profile New England trial, it’s going to be at the Moakley Courthouse. Today, we 
discuss its namesake, the late Congressman John Joseph Moakley of South Boston.

Student Loan Rates Double
Interest rates on a federally-subsidized loans available to low-income students doubled today to 6.8 
percent because Congress was unable to agree on a long-term fix or temporary extension before 
adjourning for the holiday recess.

New England Aquarium’s Grand Re-Opening
Today, the New England Aquarium celebrates the grand re-opening of its most famous exhibit: The 
200,000 gallon Giant Ocean Tank. The tank underwent a 17 million dollar redesign. It’s now home to a 
new reef that was hand-fabricated in Charlestown.

Tuesday, July 02, 2013
Boston’s July 4th Celebration May Strike A Different Tone
Security will be much tighter this year than past years, with a bigger police presence, increased 
surveillance, and many more rules about what you can and can’t bring on to the Esplanade.

Mosquito-Borne Diseases Prevalent in Mass.
When it comes to mosquito-borne Eastern Equine Encephalitis, or EEE, Florida has the highest 
incidence in the nation of the disease. Massachusetts is number two.

Bill Seeks To End Workplace Bullying In Mass.
According to a recent study, 35 percent of workers say they’ve felt bullied at work. Now, 
Massachusetts is considering a legal remedy.

The Hero Of Little Round Top
The Battle of Little Round Top was critical to the Union victory at Gettysburg, and Col. Joshua 
Lawrence Chamberlain and the 20th Maine held the line. We’ll look back 150 years later.

Wednesday, July 03, 2013
Lawmakers Battle Over How Much To Tax Gas
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The legislature has approved a three-cent per gallon hike in the state’s gas tax. But Governor Patrick 
says that’s not enough to close a massive transportation funding gap, so he’d like to raise the gas tax by 
up to five more cents.

‘Whitey’ And The Southie Drug Trade
It’s been 4 weeks to the day since the racketeering and murder trial of admitted mobster James 
“Whitey” Bulger began, and in that time, we’ve heard testimony alleging Bulger’s involvement in 
everything from money laundering to drug dealing to murder. Today, we dive into Bulger’s connection 
to the drug trade — something Bulger has long denied.

The Long History of Boston ‘Mobspeak’
Linguist Ben Zimmer’s been listening closely to the trial of James “Whitey” Bulger, and he says 
witness testimony has “opened up a time capsule of old-school Boston mobspeak” that traces its 
history back more than 300 years.

Abortion Clinics And Buffer Zones
Last week, the Supreme Court agreed to hear a challenge to that law, brought by abortion opponents 
who claim that the buffer zone infringes on their right to free speech.

Littlefield On Sports: Celtics Reboot, Wimbledon, Sox Roll
The Celtics have sent their team to the chop-shop for a ground-up rebuild. The Sox continue to roll. 
And some big upsets at Wimbledon.

Thursday, July 04, 2013
The Men Who Lost America
For the American colonists, it was a stunning triumph, a victory of ideological revolutionaries and 
flinty farmers against the most powerful empire on earth. For the British, however, the American 
revolution was a stunning loss — a war of failed occupation, an empire stretched too far, a poorly 
executed war of choice and folly.

The Man Stuck In A ‘Permanent Present Tense’
Imagine if you didn’t have the ability to form new memories. What would your life be like? Think 
about it. You wouldn’t be able to recall what you had for breakfast, who you met yesterday, what you 
learned from a book you read last week. You’d be stuck in a permanent present tense. That’s what 
happened to Henry Molaison.

Damien Echols On ‘Life After Death’
Damien Echols spent 18 years on Arkansas’s death row for a crime he says he didn’t commit.

Carolina Chocolate Drops Unearth The Roots Of American Roots Music
The Carolina Chocolate Drops are a young string band whose mission is simple — they are unearthing 
the African-American roots of American roots Music. Their 2010 Grammy-award winning album 
Genuine Negro Jig featured traditional instruments including the banjo, fiddle, kazoo, and jug. The 
band later added a cello and bridged old and new black music by adding a beat-boxer.

Friday, July 05, 2013
Week In Review: Esplanade Security, Whitey Tapes, Budget Debacle
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We discuss this week’s top stories, including the increase in security at Boston’s Fourth of July 
celebration, the use of jailhouse recordings in the trial of James ‘Whitey’ Bulger, and the ongoing 
debate over transportation funding in the state’s budget.

Why Walkability Is Key To A City's Vitality
Boston is famed for being a walkable city. And one urban planner says that walkability is exactly what 
all cities should be aiming for.

David Johnston Can’t Forget His Roots Playing On The Street
You’re rushing through the city streets, maybe late for an appointment, distracted by your life’s many 
obligations, and you blow right past a street musician, hard at work. And you stop. And you listen. 
And you enter the moment and think, ‘Wow, this guy can really play.’

Anthony’s Hubbub: Boschetto’s Bakery Closes After 118 Years
Boschetto’s Bakery, a much loved destination in Boston’s North End, is shutting down on Saturday 
after 118 years in business due to a tripling of their rent. Radio Boston intern Siobhan O’Grady visited 
the bakery this week, and brought us this audio postcard.

Monday, July 08, 2013
A Self Portrait Made From Metadata
Since Edward Snowden leaked NSA documents revealing that the U.S. government has been 
collecting enormous sets of email and telephone records from everyday Americans, the word metadata 
has gone from unfamiliar to electric.

What Does It Take To Land At Logan?
The crash landing of Asiana Airlines flight 214 on July 6 occurred on the runway of San Francisco 
International Airport, where the over-water approach mimics that of Boston’s Logan International 
Airport.

Beyond The Paintbrush Of Winslow Homer
A “force of inspiration.” “Muscularly in motion.” “Inexhaustible” — these are just a few of the ways 
that Boston Globe art critic Sebastian Smee has described the work of the 20th century New England 
painter Winslow Homer. And now, Sebastian has reason to fall in love with Homer’s work all over 
again.

Partisanship Rears Its Head In The FEC
Partisan dysfunction in Washington may run so deep that it’s even undermining a group that was once 
considered a bipartisan watchdog of political excess — the Federal Election Commission.

Tuesday, July 09, 2013
Boston’s Egyptian Youth: Two Years Later
Two years ago, at the height of the first Egyptian uprising, we spoke with a group of young Egyptians 
who were living in Massachusetts when former President Hosni Mubarak was thrown out of power. 
Then, they felt a surging sense of joy, possibility, hope, along with a little trepidation. Today, we’ve 
invited them back.

Personal Reaction To Dramatic Testimony At Bulger Trial
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Dramatic outbursts exploded in the courtroom today during the James “Whitey” Bulger trial, as Kevin 
Weeks provided descriptive testimony about the five murders for which he pleaded guilty.

How Much Should We Pay Our Health Care Leaders?
We take a look with Commonhealth blog co-host, Carey Goldberg.

Wednesday, July 10, 2013
Congress Hears “Lessons Learned” In Boston Bombings
In Washington D.C., House and Senate Homeland Security committees held two hearings on law 
enforcement, counter-terrorism, and lessons learned from the Boston bombings.

Midseason With The Boys Of Summer
The first-place Red Sox seem to be cruising right along as we approach the All-Star break.

‘Wicked Good Burgers’ With Chef Andy Husbands
Meghna recently got a lesson in cooking a classic summer food: the burger.

The Challenges Of Defending A Terrorist
We’re looking specifically at the challenge of defending a terror suspect — someone who’s accused of 
such an appalling crime that so many people witnessed, and for which there is so much evidence of 
guilt.

Thursday, July 11, 2013
Breakthrough Evidence In Boston Strangler Case
One of the most notorious unsolved criminal cases in Boston’s history could finally be solved.

Lessons From Quebec Disaster About Hazardous Cargo Transit In New England
The catastrophic explosion of a freight train last weekend in Quebec has raised fresh questions about 
the safety of rail lines and the transportation of oil and other hazardous cargo.

Alastair Moock Shares ‘Songs For The World’s Bravest Kids’
Alastair Moock has 6-year-old twin daughters, Clio and Elsa. One year ago, Clio was diagnosed with 
leukemia. So to help Clio, Moock picked up his guitar and started singing to her, and with her. This 
effort became his newest album.

Friday, July 12, 2013
Week In Review: Boston Strangler, Tsarnaev, Bulger
We discuss this week’s top stories, from new developments in the Boston Strangler case, to the 
arraignment of Boston Marathon bombing suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, to chilling testimony from 
Kevin Weeks in the trial of admitted mobster James “Whitey” Bulger.

Can Meditation Make Us More Compassionate?
A lab at Northeastern University has found that meditating encourages people to care more about the 
suffering of those around them.

1st Annual Outside The Box Festival Kicks Off Saturday
The first annual Outside the Box performing arts festival begins Saturday, July 13. And it’s all free.
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Monday, July 15, 2013
After Zimmerman Verdict, Reflecting On Race And Justice
About 500 people rallied in Boston to protest George Zimmerman’s acquittal. Ministers across the the 
city called for peace and healing, even as they expressed solidarity for Trayvon Martin and his family.

CommonHealth: What’s Behind The Wait For Primary Care Physicians?
We may have universal health care coverage here in Massachusetts, are there enough primary care 
physicians to go around?

Menino To Write Book; Jack Beatty To Co-Author
After 20 years in the mayor’s office, Thomas Menino announced Friday that he’ll tap Jack Beatty as 
the co-author of his forthcoming book.

‘Let Them Wear Towels’ Examines Gender Equity In Sports Reporting
Female sportswriters struggled for years to be taken seriously and to be given the same access to 
players after the game as their male colleagues. A new documentary tells their stories.

Tuesday, July 16, 2013
Boston Police Commissioner Davis On The Most Complicated Investigation Of His Career
“It’s really an awesome responsibility to have to deal with something of this magnitude,” said Boston 
Police Commissioner Ed Davis.

Senator Edward Markey
Edward Markey is sworn in as a U.S. Senator from Massachusetts today on Capitol Hill.

New Research Finds Cancer Reduces Alzheimer’s Risk
A study finds that survivors of most types of cancer appear to have a significantly reduced risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s, particularly if they’ve been treated with chemotherapy.

Littlefield On Sports: All Star Game, Red Sox, Valuable Pro Teams
Baseball’s All Star Game is tonight, live from New York. It’s the half-way point a season that’s been 
surprisingly good for the Red Sox. And a list of the most valuable teams in professional sports.

Wednesday, July 17, 2013
Fresh Insights Into Down Syndrome
New research from scientists at the University of Massachusetts Medical School could revolutionize 
the way Down syndrome is studied and treated.

Rolling Stone’s Tsarnaev Cover Stirs Anger
The cover photo on the latest issue of Rolling Stone magazine is a gauzy picture of suspected marathon 
bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

Mary Louise Kelly: Anonymous Sources
The setting is Cambridge. Harvard University, to be precise. The crime: murder. The protagonist: one 
very smart reporter named Alexandra James, who gets pulled into a web of international intrigue that 
takes her from Cambridge to London to Pakistan.
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Could A Revenue-Neutral Carbon Tax Work In Massachusetts?
A local advocacy group suggests Massachusetts could be the first state in the nation to institute a 
revenue-neutral carbon tax program. Is this a pathway to lower emissions or bad for business?

Shakespearean Text Meets New Orleans Jazz
The idea was simple — take Shakespearean texts and set them to music. The result is a soulful, parade-
like performance complete with sets, costumes, shadow puppets, and a 15-piece band of players from 
Emerson and Berklee College of Music.

Thursday, July 18, 2013
‘The Rifleman’ Takes The Stand; Potential Witness Found Dead
A witness in the James “Whitey” Bulger trial is found dead and a former mobster takes the stand. 
We’ll have the latest on the case.

Debate Over Rolling Stone’s Cover Of Alleged Marathon Bomber
A look at the broader meaning behind the outcry over the Rolling Stone cover photo of accused Boston 
Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

Blue Bins And The Future Of Trash In Boston
Boston recycles less waste than other cities and throws more into landfills. Are those ubiquitous blue 
bins to blame? We’ll take a close look.

ARTery: A ‘Convergence’ Of Public Sculpture
This week’s ARTery installment took us to the Christian Science Plaza, where we met up with Wyona 
Lynch-McWhite, executive director of the Fruitlands Museum to see “Convergence,” an exhibit of 
over two dozen sculptures created by members of the Boston Sculptors Gallery.

Friday, July 19, 2013
Week In Review: ‘Whitey,’ Rakes, Flemmi, Tsarnaev
In the trial of admitted mobster James “Whitey” Bulger, Stephen Rakes had waited decades to tell how 
Bulger forced him to sell his liquor store — until his body was found in Lincoln.

About-Face: Rethinking Emotions
Emotions are universal, a psychological work argued. It might be all wrong.

Boston’s Mango Blue Mixes Musical Genres
Mango Blue will be playing the Regattabar in Cambridge this weekend. Alvear dropped by our studios 
to talk about his pan-American fusion group.

Monday, July 22, 2013
Flemmi Testifies At Bulger Trial
Today in court, Bulger’s one-time associate, Stephen “The Rifleman” Flemmi once again took the 
stand, this time under withering cross-examination from Bulger’s defense team.

CommonHealth: A Radio Drama to Explain Obamacare
Come October 1st, when Obamacare really kicks in, it will affect Massachusetts in a variety of ways.
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Lawmakers Approach Resolution in Transportation Bill Debate
This week, after much debate and discord on Beacon Hill between Governor Deval Patrick and state 
legislators, lawmakers are set to approve a final version of a bill to fund the state’s transportation 
system.

The Fight Over Tesla
Electric cars are here. Ford, Nissan, and Honda are just some of the companies that are making All-
electric cars. And as batteries improve and electric charging stations pop up across the country, electric 
car companies are hoping to revolutionize the auto industry.

Enter The Plastisphere
4.7 million tons. That’s how much plastic gets dumped into the ocean annually. For decades, we’ve 
heard about the harm plastic can cause to marine ecosystems.

Tuesday, July 23, 2013
Defense Cross-Examines Bulger’s Alleged Partner
Defense attorneys for accused mob boss James Whitey Bulger tried to poke holes in the testimony of 
Bulger’s alleged cohort, Stephen Flemmi. We heart the latest from the federal courthouse.

Calisthenics For The Mind
One MIT researcher found that in one high-poverty neighborhood, playing logic games boosted 
reasoning scores by 30%. It’s just one of an emerging battery of studies that point to just how “plastic” 
our brains really are.

Solas
Shamrock City is the name of the most recent album from the Irish-American band Solas. It tells a 
story of immigration, mining and murder by following the life of Michael Conway, the real-life 
ancestor of one of the band members.

Wednesday, July 24, 2013
Littlefield On Sports: ‘Only A Game’ Turns 20!
Only A Game is celebrating it’s 20th birthday as NPR’s signature…and only…sports program.

Last Marathon Bombing Survivor Leaves Hospital
After 100 days in a hospital and 16 surgeries that included 49 procedures, marathon bombing survivor 
Marc Fucarile is home, in Stoughton, the last of the marathon wounded to leave the hospital.

John Huth On ‘Finding Our Way’
Imagine a world with no GPS. No Google maps. How would you find your way? A couple of years 
ago, that was exactly the problem confronting Harvard physics professor John Huth.

Thursday, July 25, 2013
Latest In The Amy Lord Case
We’ll get the latest in the case of the brutal murder of South Boston resident Amy Lord.

‘Don’t Go Into A State Of Denial’: Tips From A Self-Defense Instructor
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The savage kidnapping and murder of Amy Lord has many in the city thinking about their own safety. 
We get self-defense tips from an expert.

Concerns The Hot Mass. Housing Market Is A New Bubble
As the housing market heats up in many parts of Massachusetts, we look at whether there is a risk of 
creating a housing bubble.

ARTery: Busking in Boston
When you think about the sounds of the city, a Chopin nocturne probably doesn’t come to mind. For 
this week’s ARTery segment, we explore the topic of busking.

Friday, July 26, 2013
South Boston Residents Shaken By Murder Of Amy Lord
Many in the South Boston community are shaken by the kidnapping and murder of one of its residents, 
24-year-old Amy Lord as she was leaving her apartment early Tuesday morning.

Week in Review: Lord, Bulger, Hernandez
Today’s somber weather matches the mood of this week’s news, from the chilling cross-examination 
of James “Whitey” Bulger’s long-time partner Stephen Flemmi, to a postponed probable cause hearing 
for former Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez, to the horrific kidnapping and murder of a young South 
Boston woman. We discuss these stories in our Week in Review.

‘With Eclat’: The Athenaeum And The MFA
Today, Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts is home to one of the great art collections. The Boston 
Athenaeum is a much smaller, but deeply distinguished membership library. However, in the mid-
1800s, the Athenaeum was the most important art venue in Boston, and the MFA was just an idea.

Red Sox Manager John Farrell
Boston Red Sox manager John Farrell sits down with Radio Boston to talk about how to run a winning 
team.

Monday, July 29, 2013
‘Whitey’ Bulger Begins His Defense
The defense team for James “Whitey” Bulger began their work today calling retired FBI agent Robert 
Fitzpatrick, as their first witness. The big question: will Whitey take the stand?

Rethinking Our Reliance On Cars
Boston’s Hubway bike-sharing program just topped a million rides. It’s a symbolic milestone for the 
less than two-year-old system. But it also points to a bigger trend: all over the Boston area, more 
people are choosing to get around without a car.

Turning Disability Into Comedy
After Will Lautzenheiser lost all of his limbs to a flesh eating bacteria — the 39-year old film professor 
and Massachusetts native did something unsual. He started his own comedy routine. Lautzenheiser is 
one of a group of disabled comedians in Boston who use laughter to connect and educate the non-
disabled world. Carey Goldberg, co-host of Commonhealth.org recently met Lautzenheiser at the New 
England ADA panel ‘Laugh and Learn.”
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Ortiz Gets Mad, Really Mad
It’s hardly news that the Red Sox slugger can use his bat to inflict real damage on opposing teams. But 
Saturday night was something else altogether.

Tuesday, July 30, 2013
MIT Releases Report On How It Handled Aaron Swartz Case
Seven months after Aaron Swartz, who faced federal charges for computer hacking, took his own life, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology released its own report today on the events that led up to his 
death. Swartz faced federal charges of hacking into a University computer network and down-loading 
millions of academic articles.

Debate Over Televising Federal Courtrooms
With high profile cases underway in the federal court in Boston, debate has renewed about whether 
federal courtrooms should allow video cameras to record the proceedings, or even broadcast trials live.

Singer-Songwriter Margaret Glaspy Back On Home Turf
We’re joined live in the studio by singer-songwriter Margaret Glaspy.

Wednesday, July 31, 2013
Aaron Swartz’s Father Responds To MIT Report On Son’s Death
“Had they not called in law enforcement, there would never had been a prosecution,” Robert Swartz 
said of MIT’s role in his son’s suicide.

The Snail Darter and the Dam
From a Boston College law professor, we hear the extraordinary story of one small fish and a huge 
environmental-legal battle.

Documentary Takes Sweeping Look At Environmental Movement
Documentary filmmaker Mark Kitchell’s new film is A Fierce Green Fire: The Battle for a Living 
Planet. It’s a sweeping exploration of 50 years of environmental activism.

Littlefield on Sports: Spension Speculation Over A-Rod, Sox New Pitching Star, And Sox Slugger 
Remembered
Bill Littlefied breaks down this week’s sports news, from speculation about a possible suspension for 
New York Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez to the passing of a former Red Sox star, George “Boomer” Scott.

August, 2013

Thursday, August 01, 2013
Charges In The Amy Lord Murder Case
Boston police believe they have man responsible for the brutal abduction and murder of 24-year old 
South Boston resident Amy Lord last week.
Comments
Can Women Achieve Work-Life Balance?
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A new book called The Orange Line explores different possibilities for women to achieve work-life 
balance.

New TV Show Depicts Boston Bookies, Remnants Of Bulger Gang
A former Bulger assisiate is among those depicted in a reality-style TV show premiering on the 
Discovery Channel Friday night.

Rediscovering Musician Harry Nilsson
A renewed focus on the once famous singer/songwriter is drawing excitement from longtime music 
fans and those who knew the songs, but not the man behind them.

Friday, August 02, 2013
Week In Review: Whitey Bulger, Amy Lord Charges, Swartz Report
We’ll wrap up the week with a look back at the stories that topped the news.

Boston Catholics Expecting Sea Change for Gays In Catholic Church
Comments from Pope Francis this week indicating he may be open to gay priests is creating a stir 
among Boston-area Catholics.

Filmmaker Jay Craven Explores New England Landscape, Culture In ‘Northern Borders’
The Vermont filmmaker talks about his latest ambitious film, produced with students from the 
Northeast.

Monday, August 05, 2013
The Beginning Of The End Of The Bulger Trial
“Vicious, violent and calculating.” That’s how prosecuting attorney Fred Wyshak described admitted 
mobster James “Whitey” Bulger in his three-and-a-half-hour-long closing remarks at the Moakley 
Federal Courthouse this morning. It marked the beginning of the end of the trial, after 35 days in court 
and the testimony of 72 witnesses.

Overcoming An Overwhelming Fear Of Flying
How one reporter worked to try to overcome her debilitating fear of flying.

The Future Of The Boston Globe
Red Sox owner John Henry is now the new owner of the Boston Globe. We’ll take a look at the state 
of the paper and the challenges that the new owner faces.

Steve Locke At The ICA: ‘There Is No One Left To Blame’
At the ICA in Boston, there’s a room full of paintings of heads. Men’s heads, of all shapes and sizes, 
floating disembodied on vibrant planes of color. Most of them sticking their tongues out.

Tuesday, August 06, 2013
Jury Begins Deliberations in Bulger Trial
And the waiting commences.

Mandated Nurse Staffing Levels May Head To Ballot
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The Massachusetts Nurses Association is trying to put together a ballot initiative that mandates the 
maximum number of patients nurses can care for in a hospital unit.

Last Of The Doughboys
A Maine writer spent ten years talking to the last living veterans of the First World War. He tells us 
what he found.

Susan Tedeschi On The Tedeschi Trucks Band
The Tedeschi Trucks band is an 11-piece soul rock collective, led by the dazzling slide guitar of Derek 
Trucks, and the guitar and soulful singing of his wife and partner, Susan Tedeschi. Tedeschi is a 
Massachusetts native, and we sat down with Susan earlier today to talk about her homecoming to 
Boston, and about her musical partnership with her husband, Derek Trucks.

Wednesday, August 07, 2013
Minority Officers Group Calls On Boston Police Commissioner To Resign
The Massachusetts Association of Minority Law Enforcement Officers has voted no confidence in 
Davis and asked him to resign, saying Davis gives greater punishment to officers of color than their 
white counterparts.

Robert Pinsky on Poems that Inspire and Endure
Robert Pinsky’s latest book is an anthology of 80 poems by master poets designed to energize and 
inspire us to read — and maybe even write — poetry.

Littlefield On Sports: A-Rod, John Henry, Red Sox
Major league baseball brings down the hammer on cheaters. Sort of. John Henry buys the Boston 
Globe. The Red Sox continue their winning ways. And an on-the-field marriage proposal goes horribly 
wrong.

The Making of Markova
Boston Globe fashion and feature writer Tina Sutton tells the legacy of British prima ballerina Alicia 
Markova in her new book, The Making of Markova. She joins us to shed light on her contributions to 
Jacob’s Pillow, and furthermore, to ballet as a whole.

Thursday, August 08, 2013
Waiting For Bulger Verdict
The jury in the trail of James “Whitey” Bulger faces a complex job as they conclude their third day of 
deliberations.

How To Stop Cheating
Who cheats in college classes? Turns out, about 75 percent of all students. That’s a lot, but there are 
things we can do to curb cheating. And they don’t involve upping the penalties.

Patty Larkin Finds The Light On ‘Still Green’
A “true triple-threat” — that’s how Billboard Magazine describes singer-songwriter Patty Larkin, and 
with good reason. She’s been a prolific member of the alternative folk scene since the early 80s, and 
she’s about to release her 13th album, titled “Still Green.”
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Friday, August 09, 2013

Monday, August 12, 2013
James ‘Whitey’ Bulger Found Guilty
We’ll hear the latest on the trial of James ‘Whitey’ Bulger.

Tuesday, August 13, 2013
Bulger Convicted, But Saga Isn’t Over
The conviction of longtime Boston crime boss James “Whitey” Bulger closed a chapter in Boston 
history, but left many questions.

Candidate Dan Wolf
We’ll talk with State Senator Dan Wolf, founder of Cape Air, who is running for governor.

Community Colleges And Performance Funding
Long-neglected community colleges are finally being given a much-needed funding boost — provided 
they can raise their graduation levels. But are they up to the challenge?

Crime-Fighting Computer Code from Cambridge Police and MIT
Could a computer algorithm help police catch a thief? Police in Cambridge are hoping the answer is 
yes.

Wednesday, August 14, 2013
Pay More, Get Less For Health Insurance
The study by the Center for Health Information Analysis found that between 2009 and 2011, the cost 
of health insurance went up almost ten percent, while the amount of benefits declined five percent.

Business Leaders Call For Repeal Of ‘Broad’ Tech Tax
The Massachusetts business community is in an uproar over a new tax on computer services that went 
into effect this month. Supporters claim the tax brings the state into the 21st century.

Amateur Golf Revisits Brookline Roots
The 113th US Amateur Championship is being held at The Country Club in Brookline, where this year 
the private golf club is celebrating the 100th anniversary of local amateur golfer Francis Ouimet’s 
historic US Open victory on home turf.

The White Buffalo Tells Stories Through Song
The strong, smoky voice behind The White Buffalo is singer-songwriter Jake Smith.

Thursday, August 15, 2013
Mayoral Advertising In Boston
Whether it’s 1993, or 2013, crafting a political ad is all about knowing your audience. Finding a 
message. And repeating it. Today, it’s all about jobs. In 1993, the last time Boston voted for a new 
mayor, the city looked a lot different, and so did the ads.

Disrupting The Status Quo
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What does it mean these days to be outside of the mainstream? Alissa Quart’s new book examines the 
growing number of “identity innovators” in America who are seeking to redefine a wide variety of 
fields including music, banking and mental health.

ARTery: Hip Hop Meets The Theatre
Today’s ARTery segment focuses on the New England premier of How We Got On, a coming of age 
story about three suburban teenagers pursing the dream of rap stardom in the 1980s.

4 Months After Bombing, Forum Manager Reflects On Rebirth
As the last business affected by the Boston Marathon bombings prepares to reopen to the public, the 
general manager of Forum Restaurant reflects on April 15 and getting back to work.

Friday, August 16, 2013
GOP ‘Rising Star’ Marilinda Garcia
The Republican National Committee wrapped up its summer meeting in Boston this morning, capping 
a three-day confab that was focused on outreach and engagement with minority communities.

Week In Review: Bulger, RNC, Mandatory Minimums
We discuss this week’s top stories, from the verdict in the trial of convicted mobster James “Whitey” 
Bulger, to the Republican National Committee meeting in Boston, to Attorney General Eric Holder’s 
statement this week on mandatory minimum sentencing for drug offenders.

Cape Cod Town Cashes In On Sharks
The town of Chatham, Mass. is capitalizing on shark sightings, even as many remain fearful of great 
whites.

Steve Earle Sings Of Highways And Heartbreak
Grammy Award-winning singer-songwriter and social activist Steve Earle shares the stories and 
experiences that have shaped his music.

Monday, August 19, 2013
Is Mass. Doing Enough To Prevent Domestic Violence?
The topic is back in the news following the brutal murder of Jennifer Martel, allegedly by her 
boyfriend Jared Remy.

CommonHealth: Policy, Pharmacies And Patients In Pain
A new policy at Walgreens might add an extra step to the process of procuring a prescription for pain 
medicine.

Afghan Carpet Seller Details Life As Refugee
An Afghan refugee writes a new novel detailing how war affected his family.

Tuesday, August 20, 2013
Talking To The International Space Station
We speak with Chris Cassidy, a Salem native, who’s in space until September.

More People Affected By Drug Lab Scandal
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More than 40,000 people have been identified with cases connected to former state drug chemist Annie 
Dookhan, who is charged with allegedly tampering with drug evidence.

(Legal) Drugs And Women Behind Bars
Men and women face very different realities when they are sent to prison. For one thing, women are 
far more likely to be medicated.

Vermont Joy Parade
The Burlington collective brings its mix of old world jazz and country soul into the Radio Boston 
studio for a live performance.

Wednesday, August 21, 2013
Money and the Race for Boston’s Next Mayor
As the race to become Boston’s next mayor heats up, big money is getting involved. Or at least, trying 
to get involved.

Sports: Red Sox Vs. A-Rod, Yankees Vs. A-Rod
We’ll talk about the week’s sports news with Only A Game.

The Soaring Cost Of Child Care: Is It Time For Universal Subsidies?
With the latest figures showing that middle class families are struggling to afford the soaring cost of 
day care, we ask: should child care be subsidized for all?

Not Just Recipes, Cookbook Tells Story Of New England Eating
Karen Covey’s new cookbook, “The Coastal Table,” features recipes inspired by coastal Southern New 
England living.

Thursday, August 22, 2013
Anatomy Of A Bad Confession Update
An extraordinary case that involves the death of a baby, a coerced confession and a virtually 
unprecedented legal claim.

John Lewis On Martin Luther King Jr.
Next week marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most important civil rights events in U.S. history: 
the 1963 March on Washington. It’s where King gave his “I have a dream” speech, and Lewis, at 23, 
was the youngest speaker.

Is Unlimited Vacation Too Good To Be True?
Unlimited vacation policies are gaining traction among young technology firms. We discuss their 
merits.

At The Museum Of Fine Arts, Boston-Area Muslims Reflect On The Quran
Rare and ancient Quran pages are on display at the Museum of Fine Arts right now, in an exhibit called 
“Sacred Pages: Conversations About The Quran.”

Friday, August 23, 2013
Week In Review: Remy, Mayoral Money, Dookhan
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We discuss this week’s top stories, from the Jared Remy case, to a kerfuffle over monetary donations 
in the Boston Mayor’s race, to a new report stating that over 40,000 individuals are believed to have 
been affected by the mishandling of evidence at a state drug lab.

Muslim, Jewish And Christian Kids From Boston And Jerusalem Meet For Peace
Last week, Israeli and Palestinian negotiators met for the first peace talks in five years. But there was a 
different kind of peace talk going on right here in Boston — among a group of 12-year-olds.

CVS Blacklists Three Dozen Doctors To Try To Stem Abuse Of Painkillers
CVS Caremark has identified 36 doctors who it believes are over-prescribing opioids such as 
Oxycontin. The stores pharmacies stopped filling painkiller prescriptions from those doctors nine 
months ago.

Farm To Fork: Corn
For our Farm to Fork series, we head into the farms, fields and markets in search of the best 
ingredients New England has to offer. Then Tremont 647 Chef Andy Husbands heads into the kitchen 
to cook up a dish.

Monday, August 26, 2013
Mass. Education Leaders Debate President Obama’s College Funding Proposal
Could President Obama’s proposal push colleges and universities to lower costs by increasing the 
transparency toward students? Or could it end up pushing colleges to become more alike and hurt 
professions that are not high paying?

Debunking Pregnancy Myths
Emily Oster looks at the data behind many so-called rules of pregnancy and evaluates their risks. But 
medical experts are cautioning pregnant women not to disregard their advice so readily.

Junot Diaz: ‘This Is How You Lose Her’
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author joins us to talk about his latest, a collection of short stories about 
love, cheating and heartbreak.

Tuesday, August 27, 2013
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Plant To Close
Despite a legal battle with the state, and nearly constant protests since the plant opened in 1972, the 
plant’s owner, Entergy, says the activists can’t take all the credit; costly regulations and an aging 
facility played a part in the decision

Bostonians Reflect On The March on Washington, 50 Years Later
We’ll talk with Boston-area marchers who were there in 1963, and this weekend. And we’ll talk about 
what it was like 50 years ago, and where we are today, not only in Washington, but in greater Boston, 
an area with its own complicated civil rights history.

Sexual Politics Onstage in ‘Anna Christie’
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-winning playwright David Auburn joins us to discuss his production of 
Eugene O’Neill’s ‘Anna Christie’ with the Berkshire Theatre Group.
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Wednesday, August 28, 2013

Thursday, August 29, 2013
Landlords Resist Apartment Registration/Inspection Law
Thousands of Boston landlords have until the end of this week to register their rental units with the 
city. Some landlords said the city should be targeting known violators, not the thousands of good 
landlords.

ARTery: An Art Space For All in Providence, RI
AS220 was founded in 1985 by a collective of artists with a manifesto and budget of just $800, and it 
has since blossomed into a multifaceted home for uncensored, community-centered art.

Bonnie Hayes Sings A New Tune
One of the newest additions to the faculty at Berklee College of Music is Bonnie Hayes. Haven’t heard 
of her? Well, you’ve certainly heard her work.

Friday, August 30, 2013
Week In Review: Casino Deal, NFL Settlement, Feds And Pot
The mayor inks a casino deal for East Boston, the NFL reaches a deal with some of its injured former 
players, and the Justice Department offers a new deal to states on marijuana.

A Tribe Called Red’s ‘Electric Powwow’
A Tribe Called Red, an Ottawa-based trio of First Nations deejays, remixes social powwow music with 
electronic dance beats. What we might call a “performance” of their music, they call a party — an 
“Electric Powwow,” to be specific.

Looking Back On JFK’s Attitudes Around The March On Washington
There’s an interesting story to be told about what happened in the immediate aftermath of the March.

September, 2013

Monday, September 02, 2013
Will Labor Unions Survive?
Earlier this year, we spoke with Thomas Kochan, professor of management and co-director of the 
Institute for Work and Employment Research at MIT. He’d written a piece on Cognoscenti, WBUR’s 
opinion page, headlined:”Four Ideas Labor Unions Should Consider, If They Want to Survive.” We 
were joined by Brian Lang, president of the Boston Union: “Unite Here, Local 26″:

Slaine's Own 'Boston Project'
The Boston hip hop artist George Carroll, better known as Slaine was born in Dorchester. He describes 
his childhood as “normal,” but his adolescence was shaped by a tough life in the streets — which gave 
him plenty of material for his music.

Why The Gender Pay Gap Is As Real As Ever
A new analysis of U.S. Census data shows that, despite Massachusetts’s progressive reputation, the 
pay disparity between men and women is actually worse in the Commonwealth than in most other 
states. We’ll examine some of the reasons.
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Tuesday, September 03, 2013
The Resurgence of ‘Molly’
“Molly” is the street term for an ecstasy-like drug that seems to be making a resurgence in the club 
scene. Three other names that have been in the news are Olivia Rotondo, Jeffrey Russ and Brittany 
Flannigan. All three died in the last two weeks from what are believed to have been overdoses of the 
drug.

Harvard Law Professor Randall Kennedy Unpacks Affirmative Action
Affirmative action is perhaps one of the most divisive policies in America. It rattles the halls of higher 
education. Its appearances in the Supreme Court are frequent. And many are asking: Do we still need 
it?

The White House Pushes For Syrian Strike
We speak with U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern and Boston University’s Andrew Bacevich about the White 
House’s push for intervention.

Wednesday, September 04, 2013
Considering Action Against Syria
At this moment, members of the Senate Foreign Relations committee are debating a draft resolution 
authorizing U.S. military intervention in Syria.

Ditch Year Three? Rethinking Law School and the Practice of Law
President Obama brought legal education reform into the spotlight recently when he said law school 
should be two years, not three. We’ll talk with legal innovators about what’s wrong with the teaching 
and practice of law, and how 21st century thinking and technology could help fix it.

Grace Potter Turns It Up
Singer/songwriter Grace Potter is gutsy. She’s got a voice as big as the room, or stadium, that dares to 
hold it. But Potter’s defining musical trait is probably her freedom and range.

Thursday, September 05, 2013
Charlie Baker Announces Gubernatorial Candidacy
Republican businessman Charlie Baker has announced his run for Massachusetts Governor.

Lessons From Closing Of Mass. Nuclear Plant
Just five years ago, a nuclear power plant in western Mass. was fully decommissioned. The entire 
process took 15 years and cost more than $600 million. The closing of Vermont Yankee could take just 
as long and cost as much.

Is Technology Killing The Middle Class?
For American workers, productivity is up, participation is down, and unemployment rates are stuck. Is 
technology to blame for the plight of American workers and the wrecking of the Middle Class?

The Jungle Book Lights Up the Huntington
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Many of us are familiar with the 1967 Disney movie The Jungle Book, which tells the story of 
Mowgli, a young boy raised by animals in the jungles of India. The story has inspired a new musical 
opening this weekend at the Huntington Theatre Company in Boston.

Friday, September 06, 2013
Week In Review: Syria, Governor’s Race, Mayor’s Race
Congress considers military strikes against a foreign nation and a senator from Massachusetts votes 
“present.” The governor’s race gets some new old faces. And the race to replace Tom Menino heats up, 
too.

One City One Story
Imagine if Boston had a city-wide book club. Everyone in the city reads the same story, and then 
comes together to discuss it. This is the idea behind the Boston Book Festival’s One City One Story 
project.

Deer Tick Brings Its ‘Confessional’ Songs To Boston Music Festival
Deer Tick will be performing tomorrow at the Boston Calling music festival on City Hall Plaza, but 
first John McCauley and guitarist Ian O’Neil are joining us live in studio.

One City One Story: ‘Karma’
Imagine if Boston had a city-wide book club. Everyone would read the same story, and then come 
together to discuss it. This is the idea behind the Boston Book Festival’s One City One Story project, 
and this year’s story is ‘Karma’ by Rishi Reddi.

Monday, September 09, 2013
The Race For Mayor
With 12 candidates in the field and no clear front runner, it is getting to crunch time.

Debate Over Plan To Transfer Connecticut Inmates To Alabama
The Bureau of Prisons temporarily halted plans to transfer inmates from Danbury to rural Alabama, but 
debate continues over whether the move would benefit the prison system or negatively affect inmates.

On College Campuses, New School Year Means New Concerns About Mental Health
In this week’s Commonhealth segment, we talk about a sobering side of college life: mental health, 
and the prevalence of psychiatric disorders on college campuses.

Pairing Beer With Food
Beer writer and judge John Holl traveled around the country to gather more than 150 recipes from 
America’s best breweries and beer-centric restaurants. The result is “The American Craft Beer 
Cookbook.”

Tuesday, September 10, 2013
Marty Walsh On Overcoming Challenges And Taking On Violence In Boston
State Rep. Marty Walsh has represented Dorchester since 1997 and joined us to discuss his experience 
and his vision for the future of Boston.

How To Reach A Boston Voter
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There are lots of ways to get there: Boast about your accomplishments. Focus on the issue you’re most 
passionate about. Demonize your opponent.
Comments
New England Forests Thrive, But For How Long?
If Henry David Thoreau were to return to New England today, he’d be surprised to see that New 
England is now the most heavily forested area in the country. But are forests back for good, or do they 
face newer risks to their survival?

The Local Candle Company Makes Good
The news that upscale department store, Neiman Marcus, was sold for $6 billion comes on the back of 
another sale much closer to home, that of Yankee Candle, in Deerfield, Western Massachusetts. The 
local candle company was sold for $1.75 billion to a Fortune 500 consumer products firm.

Wednesday, September 11, 2013
Remembering Technology Wunderkind, Believed To Be First To Die In 9/11 Attacks
The story of the brief life of Danny Lewin, who wrote a set of algorithms that would create a faster 
Internet, is told in a new book.

Violent Hazing In High School Sports
Two recent hazing incidents have raised new questions around initiations in high school sports.

Alexander Filipov: A 9/11 Remembrance
Al Filipov of Concord, Massachusetts was traveling from Boston to Los Angeles for a business trip on 
September 11, 2001. He had arranged to come home three days later to celebrate his 44th wedding 
anniversary with his wife, Loretta, but Filipov was on American Airlines Flight 11 – the plane that 
crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade Center.

Drugs In South Boston
For the first time in a generation, Bostonians will elect a new mayor. WBUR is taking stock of the city 
that the new mayor will lead, looking at the challenges each neighborhood faces, square by square.

Thursday, September 12, 2013
Mass. State Lawmakers Flip Flop On Tech Tax
After fierce backlash from business leaders and other states jumping in to try to lure businesses away 
from Massachusetts, House and Senate leaders said today they will work to repeal the new computer 
services tax.

The Biz School Gender Gap
Despite big gains in gender equality across many fields, when it comes to women in business schools, 
the stubborn question remains: why are there so few? Women make up just 31 percent of the 
population in the nation’s top business schools.

David James Wyatt, Republican Ex-Teacher, Seeks Mayor’s Office
We speak with David James Wyatt, a Roxbury native and a former Boston teacher.

Littlefield On Sports: Red Sox Make Best Comeback Ever
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Host of NPR’s Only a Game Bill Littlefield weighs in on the comback Red Sox, the World Cup bound 
U.S. men’s team and the Patriots getting ready to rumble with the Jets in Foxborough, Mass.

ARTery: The Debut Of Odyssey Opera
For this week’s ARTery segment, we speak to Graham Wright, founder and host of Opus Affair, about 
the new Odyssey Opera company, which will making its debut this weekend with a performance of 
Wagner’s “Rienzi.”

Friday, September 13, 2013
Week In Review: Tech Tax, Gun Control, Mayor’s Race
We’ll talk about the news of the week including the latest on the mayor’s race, the governor’s pitch on 
gun control, and the tech tax walk-back.

Italian Art Squad Recovers Masterpiece
Thieves burgled “Senigallia Madonna,” a Renaissance masterpiece, in the 1970s. It’s being unveiled at 
Boston’s MFA.

Bryan Cranston Goes ‘All The Way’ To The A.R.T.
“Breaking Bad” star Bryan Cranston plays LBJ in the American Repertory Theater’s production of 
Robert Schenkkan’s “All The Way.”

Monday, September 16, 2013
Martha Coakley Announces Governor’s Run
Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley will run for governor, she announced today. We’ll 
take a look at the widening field of candidates and her chances.

The End Of City Hall?
Boston’s City Hall has been called many things – an “eyesore,” an “ugly intergalactic spaceship,” the 
“world’s ugliest building.” Now, state representative and Boston mayoral candidate Marty Walsh is 
weighing in with a proposal to move the seat of city government elsewhere and sell City Hall and the 
surrounding plaza to a private developer.

The Big Disconnect: Technology And Childhood Development
The digital age provides wonderful opportunities to connect, but also big challenges for parents and 
children.

The Challenges Of Doctor-Patient Communication
With all the amazing advances of medical science, sometimes what patients need the most is 
something very basic: good communication with their doctors.

Tuesday, September 17, 2013
Consalvo Wants To Continue Menino Legacy Of Urban Mechanic
The Italian-American city councilor is looking to replace another Italian-American — Thomas 
Menino.

Urban Engines Of Economic Growth
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Americans mythologize the frontier, the cowboy, the yeoman farmer — taming the soil and the 
wilderness. But, arguably, the “Real America” is downtown America.

The Wood Brothers Find ‘Fraternal Synchronicity’
The Wood Brothers of Boulder, Colorado, join us to perform music off of their forthcoming album, 
The Muse.

Wednesday, September 18, 2013
Green Is The New Black In Massachusetts
Green is the new black in Massachusetts, according to two reports released yesterday on the state’s 
clean energy industry.

Boston’s Housing Challenge: Affordability, Availability
Housing availability in Boston has been a particular passion for Mayor Thomas Menino, who is fast-
tracking developments across the city during his final four months in office. It’s part of his last push to 
address a housing affordability crisis that’s been a persistent problem for Boston during his tenure. 
Today we’re looking at Boston’s housing challenge.

A Plan To Save Friendly’s
It’s a story of how the restaurant industry has changed — and about the decline of a Massachusetts 
institution. But a leaner, debt-free Friendly’s emerged from bankruptcy, and John Maguire, its new 
CEO, is hoping to write a new chapter in the Friendly’s story.

Littlefield On Sports: Uehara Streak Ends, But Sox Still Ahead
A minor setback for the Red Sox on the road to the playoffs, the Patriots head into week three 
victorious, and the NFL wants to crack down on potty mouths like Tom Brady.

Thursday, September 19, 2013
Is The Mind Admissible?
Should brain scans be admissible in court? Neuroscience is making great strides in understanding the 
mind. Well explore what we know and what we don’t know about what’s going on inside your head.

Arroyo Focuses On Achievement Gap, Poverty In Mayoral Bid
At-Large City Councilor Felix Arroyo was first elected four years ago. At 34 years old, he’s the 
youngest candidate and the only Latino in the race.

Few Front Runners Emerge, But Boston Mayoral Race Still Tight
A new WBUR poll shows a tight race among the 12 candidates vying to become the next mayor of 
Boston.
Comments
Boston mayoral candidate John Connolly in a screenshot from a campaign video. (YouTube)

ARTery: K. Flay From Stanford To Stage
The rapper K. Flay is the focus of this week’s ARTery segment, where we talk to artists and critics 
about what’s exciting them in the Boston arts scene.

Friday, September 20, 2013
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Week In Review: Races For Mayor, Governor, Congress
There are 12 candidates in the race, and four days before the preliminary vote to replace Tom Menino. 
We’ll talk about endorsement, polls, and the fever pitch campaigning. Attorney General Martha 
Coakley glad-hands outside of Fenway Park, as she kicks off her campaign for governor. And there’s a 
scramble on to fill Senator Ed Markey’s congressional seat too.

Getting Inked For Boston Strong
The Boston Marathon bombing has become an indelible part of the collective memory of this city. 
Since April 15th, many Bostonians have chosen to remember that day with an equally indelible 
memorial on their own bodies: they’ve gotten tattoos. Now, a local photographer is documenting these 
tributes on skin, in a project called “Bled for Boston”.

The Deadly Gentlemen
We joined live in-studio by the Boston-based contemporary bluegrass band, The Deadly Gentlemen.

Monday, September 23, 2013
Police Commissioner Ed Davis Steps Down
Boston Police Commissioner Ed Davis made it official this morning. He is resigning, after seven years 
at the helm of the Boston Police Department.

The Doctor Will Skype You Now
Online video-chatting is now commonplace. While you may use Skype or Apple’s Face Time for 
personal or professional video chats, chances are you don’t use it talk with your doctor. But video 
conferencing, or tele-health, may be the way you’ll soon see your medical professional for a check-up.

The Sweet Sound Of Darlingside
The band Darlingside joins us in studio to share new music and new developments within the group, 
including their relocation from Northampton to Boston, and a shift to more acoustic, roots-based 
sound.

Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Boston Votes For New Mayor
Tuesday’s election will whittle the field of 12 candidates down to two.

Marijuana Dispensaries Fight To Open
Medical marijuana is coming to Massachusetts. Voters overwhelmingly approved it a year ago, and 
although it’s still not for sale legally, it will be soon — probably in a city, town or neighborhood near 
you.

Littlefield On Sports: Yaz And The Red Sox
Join us for our weekly sports segment with Bill Littlefield, the host of NPR’s Only A Game. This week 
we look at the rise of the Red Sox and the unveiling of a statue in honor of Sox great, Carl 
Yastrzemski.

Wednesday, September 25, 2013
Live In Copley Square: Mayor’s Race Results
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Mayoral race finalists John Connolly and Martin Walsh joined us for a special broadcast on Boylston 
Street outside the Boston Public Library.

The Low Anthem, Live In Copley Square
The Providence-based band The Low Anthem has performed everywhere from Carnegie Hall to Old 
South Church in Boston. As of today, they can add the Boston Public Library to that list. They join us 
for our live broadcast in Copley Square to share their unique brand of folk music.

Thursday, September 26, 2013
Tufts Adjunct Professors Unionize
Adjunct faculty members at Tufts say they want better pay and benefits.

MacArthur ‘Genius Grant’ Winner Robin Fleming Of Boston College
This week, Fleming was in her office at Boston College, where she chairs the history department, 
when she received a phone call from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.

What Makes A House A Home?
New Hampshire writer Howard Mansfield argues that we’ve lost the quality of simply ‘dwelling’ in 
our homes. He says all that “clutter, is the cholesterol of the home because it clogs the hearth.” His 
new book explores the mystery of why some houses have life and others don’t.

ARTery: Furniture Meets Optical Illusion
This week’s ARTery segment takes us to Gallery NAGA for an exhibit featuring the work of 
California-based woodworker John Cederquist. It’s part-furniture, part-optical illusion, blurring the 
lines between 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional art.

Friday, September 27, 2013
Week In Review: Mayor’s Race, Tech Tax, Casino Vote
This week the field of candidates for City Hall shrunk from 12 to two. A repeal of the tech tax had 
Republicans in the State House gloating. East Boston alone will vote on a casino proposal. And Mike 
Capuano is out of the governor’s race.

‘The Muslims Are Coming!’ To Boston
We sit down with the co-directors of ‘The Muslims Are Coming!’ – a documentary featuring Muslim-
American comedians on a tour across America to change anti-Muslim attitudes.

Monday, September 30, 2013
Government Shutdown Looms
The federal government could shutdown at midnight if Congress fails to agree on a budget. We’ll get 
the latest.

Mass. Panel To Tackle Health Care Costs
A newly formed state commission is digging into why health care costs are so high and what can be 
done to bring them down under a health care cost containment law passed last year.

Could An Evolutionary Mismatch Be Killing Us?
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An evolutionary biologist argues that many of the diseases and ailments which afflict us in the modern 
age are the result of a mismatch between the environments we evolved in and the ones we now inhabit.


