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GOVERNMENT 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 

Emergency Alert System (EAS)—Weather warnings, Civil Defense Warnings, and 
Amber Alerts WEBO relayed “warnings” received through the EAS decoder 
during the period covered by this report. By relaying these EAS messages 
over the air, WEBO kept residents of the Owego, Candor, Waverly, 
Endicott and Tioga County, NY area apprised of the latest National 
Weather Service warnings and vital information. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
ALL CATEGORIES (IN NEWS CONTENT) 
 News Coverage 

WEBO aired several roughly 3-minute long newscasts relevant to residents 
of the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY area, 
during the period covered by this report. These newscasts aired daily 
Monday-Friday at 6:00am, 6:30am, 7:00am, 7:30am, 8:30am, and 
additionally on Fridays at 5:00pm & 6:00pm, and Saturdays at 6:00am, 
7:00am, 8:00am, 9:00am, 10:00am, 11:00am, and 12:00pm. Additional 
news reports were aired as needed for breaking news coverage.  These 
newscasts were written, produced, and anchored by WEBO staff. 

 
GOVERNMENT 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Local Weather Coverage 

WEBO aired a thirty-second weather report two times hourly (24/7) every 
day during the period covered by this report, and four times hourly 
Monday-Friday from 6:00am-9:00am. These weather reports were 



forecasted, written, and anchored by AccuWeather in affiliation with 
WEBO and covered the weather forecast for the Owego, Candor, Waverly, 
Endicott and Tioga County, NY area. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
RECREATION 
 Tioga County Sports Report 

WEBO aired a twice-weekly ten minute live sportscast during the period 
covered by this report. The sportscast aired Mondays and Fridays at 
approximately 8:40am. These local sportscasts covered scholastic sports 
of interest to Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY 
area residents. 

 
CIVIC, NEIGHBORHOOD, AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CHARITIES 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 WEBO Community Calendar 

WEBO aired PSAs for various local non-profit organizations during the 
period covered by this report. The WEBO Community Calendar aired once-
per-hour Monday through Friday from 12:00am to 6:00am, 9:00am and 
12:00am, and once-an-hour Saturday through Sunday.  One event was 
announced per hour in rotation with all other current events happening at 
that time. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Eye on Veterans produced by CBS 

WEBO aired "Eye on Veterans" once daily Monday-Friday at 6:45am 
during the period covered by this report. This one-minute report covered 
topics specifically of interest to veterans such as health, support, recovery, 
addiction, employment, veteran owned business start-ups and other topics 
of interest to veterans in the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga 
County, NY area. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Doctor's Orders produced by CBS 

WEBO aired "The Doctor's Orders" twice daily Monday-Friday at 
approximately 6:15am and 5:15pm during the period covered by this 
report. This one-minute feature covered medical topics and information of 
interest to listeners in the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga 
County, NY area. 

 
A partial list of significant issues interviews conducted on WEBO are listed below, along 
with the most significant programming treatment of those issues/events for the period 
listed above.  The listing is by no means exhaustive. 



 
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 
The public is encouraged to send local events, topics, and stories of interest specifically 
pertaining to the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY area.  Such 
inquiries should be directed to News@MyHometownToday.com for future coverage. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David M. Radigan 

April 6, 2020 

 

# # #  



January 27, 2020 
8:15m 
Non-Profit/Fundraising/Tioga County 
 
Deb Howard and Florence Rossi of Tioga County Rural Ministry visited the WEBO 
Morning Show to discuss the annual pancake breakfast coming up on Super Bowl 
Sunday, February 2nd. It will be held from 8:00am until noon at  Tioga Opportunities 
on Sheldon Guile Blvd. WEBO's own Lew Sauerbrey will be cooking the scrambled eggs. 
There will also be sausage, Danish, juice, coffee, and of course, pancakes! There is no 
cost for this family event, but diners are asked to make a free-will donation. TCRM 
served breakfast to 240 people last year, and they want to beat it this year.  All the 
money raised goes to TCRM to benefit the work they do throughout the county, such as 
ramp building, the bikes for kids program, the back to school $200 shopping spree for 
students, Soap for Hope campaign, and financial counseling for those people who are 
struggling to pay bills and need some guidance on how to work through that issue. 
TCRM helps connect people to needed services. 
 
Feb 11, 2020 
8:15am 
Recycling, Environment 
 
Tioga County New York Sustainability Manager Ellen Pratt appeared on the WEBO 
Morning Show to discuss New York State’s new ban on plastic grocery and shopping 
bags. Beginning March 1, 2020, you will no longer be able to have your groceries 
placed into traditional plastic shopping bags. Instead, you’ll be asked to provide your 
own reusable shopping bag or purchase them from the store. Some stores may also 
offer paper bags but may charge for them. The move is meant to cut down on the 
“nuisance” plastic bags create and to take a step into the future of long-term 
sustainability by reducing waste. 
 
 
 
Feb. 27, 2020 
8:15am 
Solar Energy 
 
Jackie Burke of Delaware River Solar visited the WEBO Morning Show to talk about its 
first community event in Owego. It takes place on Leap Day, Saturday, February 29th 
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm, at Carols Coffee & Art Bar. Come out and learn how 
community solar works. Enjoy free coffee and dessert while learning about community 
shared solar and all the benefits received by being a part of it. The biggest benefit is a 
10% savings on your electricity bill.  Jackie shared we have our very own community 
solar farm in Owego on Gaskill Road, and it powers 1000 homes. Switching to 
community solar is easy; she just needs your name and service address. Your NYSEG 



acct# would be wonderful if you have that. This costs nothing to make the switch, and 
NYSEG will still deliver your electricity. The discount you receive is in the form of solar 
credits. There is no need for equipment on your property, no cancelation fees, and if 
you move but stay in NYSEG’s territory, it is portable. Those who join on Saturday only, 
will receive a $100 gift card to Carols. 
 
Feb. 28, 2020 
8:15am 
Village of Owego/Infrastructure/Politics 
 
Village of Owego Mayor Mike Baratta joined Dave and Lew on the WEBO Morning Show 
to give us an update on village happenings and fill us in on the upcoming village 
election on March 18th, 2020. 
 
Three trustees are up for election plus the mayor and the clerk. The clerk is the only 
contested race this time around. Voting is from noon to 9:00pm at the Owego Fire 
Station on North Ave. Elections are on Wednesday this year due to St. Patrick’s Day 
falling on Tuesday. New York State moved the date.  
 
Mayor Baratta updated listeners on some of the big issues: the DRI grant is in full 
swing. Committees are preparing the RFP for engineering and design. They need to get 
a design firm on staff to help them move forward on all the projects. There are 17 total 
projects in the DRI, some are private and the rest are public. Public ones are 100% 
funded by the DRI. NY State wants less than three years from time of award to 
completion of projects. We are in year two, but as long as things are in progress, such 
as under construction, we’ll be all right. There is a $3 million grant separate from the 
DRI, for the DPW building. The plan is to build it up out of the flood zone. In addition to 
DPW offices, it will also hold code enforcement and everything that is currently located 
at 178 Main. Building this out of the flood zone, will keep records out of the flood plain. 
The current village building will hopefully go back on the tax rolls via sale of the 
building after they move out.  
 
Regarding the sewage treatment plant: it is receiving a $15 million upgrade. Phase 1 
was $5 million, and Phase 2 was $10 million. The third phase, which is to meet DEC 
requirements, is completion of a required UV Disinfection system to make the water 
even cleaner. That is coming in under $1 million and will be covered by additional 
grants. 
 
March 5, 2020 
8:15am 
Utilities/Education/Owego & Nichols 
 
Jeff VanWaggen of Suez visited the WEBO Morning Show to discuss details on an 
upcoming scholarship being offered by the company. Suez supplies water to the Village 



of Owego and the Town and Village of Nichols. There are about 24.9 miles of pipe with 
three wells in Owego and two in Nichols. He explained how the water comes from the 
ground, is treated, and distributed. Suez is a multinational company, but the workers 
have been long-time employees. They are required to be licensed operators based on 
the size of the system and they keep up the certifications, so licenses stay current. 
Spring is coming as are high school graduations. The Suez Scholarship program is a 
joint scholarship with NAWC. It is for students in the service territories (Tioga Center 
and Owego Free Academy seniors.) The award is $3000 to any student going into a 
field that would be a part of the water system--fields such as natural resource 
management, environmental science, computer science, chemistry, biology, 
environmental law, or engineering. The scholarship has been available for 3 years, and 
they had nobody apply last year. Students should apply through the guidance offices. 
Deadline is March 31st. 
 
 
March 10, 2019 
8:15am 
Population, Federal Government, Tioga County 
 
Elaine Jardine, Chair of the Tioga County Complete Count Committee, and Rachel Bond 
from Tioga County Rural Ministry joined Dave and Lew on the WEBO Morning Show to 
let people know that census invitations will start arriving in the mail this Thursday the 
12th. Households in Tioga, Broome, Chemung, Bradford, Tompkins and other counties 
in the Southern Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania will start 
receiving letters of invitation from the U.S. Census Bureau to complete the 2020 Census 
Form, either online or by phone. Remember to complete the form as soon as possible. 
Responses are due by July 31st and can be completed online at my2020census.gov. 
Discussion also took place on the importance of the census to with regards to various 
services and programs for residents and representation in government. 
 
March 16, 2019 
8:15am 
Tioga County, COVID-19, County Government 
 
In response to the State of Emergency declared in Tioga County on Saturday, March 
14, Tioga County Legislature Chairwoman Marte Sauerbrey visited the WEBO Morning 
Show to bring listeners up to speed on what it all means and all the details. Sauerbrey 
says the county had been in the process of planning for a week. When the diagnosis 
came in that we had one confirmed case of COVID-19 in Tioga County, things went into 
action. In talking with surrounding counties and in-county school superintendents, 
everyone had their own ideas of how to proceed, but once the confirmed case came 
along, the most prudent course of action agreed upon was to close schools immediately 
as a proactive measure. It is still unknown at this time as to where the infected person 
lives and who they might have crossed paths with. While schools are required to be in 



session 180 days a year, that requirement has been waived throughout New York State. 
Tioga County schools are making arrangements for pickup times to get learning 
materials to the kids. OA district for example, is allowing families in both elementary 
schools to pick-up materials in drop-off lanes. Middle and High Schoolers will be allowed 
to go to their lockers. Arrangements are being made for remote learning. Broome-Tioga 
BOCES has addressed concerns for those children who receive their meals from school. 
Meals will still be made in schools for children under age 18 and will be available for 
pickups in the drop-off-line in school districts. Some restaurants in our area have also 
stepped up to provide meals and schools are working to address the problem of rural 
families who may not have a way to get the meals. 
 
Chairwoman Sauerbrey is on daily calls with the governor’s office staff learning any new 
directives and receiving an update in the number of new cases in the state. She wants 
to reassure everyone that the legislature is working on their behalf.  
 
She offered some suggestions of what people CAN do, like play in your backyard, go to 
the park but practice social distancing, go hiking in the woods.  Dream up new things 
and just be with your family. Be patient, be kind to one another. Call your neighbors to 
see if they need anything.  
 
Morning Show co-host Lew Sauerbrey discussed the local food pantries. For Tioga 
County Rural Ministry, those who need supplies should call in. TCRM will make 
arrangements to deliver to residents.  
 
One last thing brought up by Chairwoman Sauerbrey: Tioga County does not yet have 
the ability to test for the virus. If one is ill, they should connect with their physician. She 
does ask if you don’t feel good, stay home. She just wants to keep everyone healthy 
and calm. 
 
March 18, 2019 
8:15am 
Non-Profit/Fundraising/Tioga County 
 
Art & Andrew Fredricksen representing Camp Ahwaga visited the WEBO Morning Show 
via “social distancing” to discuss the annual Doug’s Fish Fry fundraiser. Art explained 
that Camp Ahwaga is a summer camp and year-round recreational program for 
individuals ages 4-21 in Tioga County. Andrew shared his positive experiences as a 
participant in the camp and rec program. The fish fry is one of the major fundraisers 
every year that helps provide funds to run the programs. Overall, Doug’s Fish Fry has 
donated $1 million throughout the years to organizations that hold fish fries. This year’s 
event for Camp Ahwaga will be held from 11am-6pm, Friday, March 20, at UHS Plaza 
across from Kwik Fill in Apalachin. Doug’s takes credit cards and cash. If you use cash, 
there is a 4% discount on your bill. Given that this is take-out only, you can call 423-
5996 to place an order, and they’ll have it ready when you arrive. 



 
March 23, 2020 
8:15am 
Food/COVID-19/Southern Tier 
 
Johan Bergford, small business owner of the grocery store Down to Earth Whole Foods, 
visited the WEBO Morning Show to talk about how they are coping during the COVID- 
19 crisis and what they can do for customers. Because he is an essential service, he will 
remain open.  Johan discussed his start in the business, which had belonged to his 
parents, then he bought it from them in 1999. He provides more than just groceries. 
They have a deli, which has been busier than ever with restaurants closed. They have 
household goods, nutritional supplements, herbal teas, cleaning products safe for your 
home, beverages that don’t contain the nasty sweeteners, selections of beer and hard 
ciders locally produced and organic. And the products are good, healthy and organic. 
He has everything that a grocery store has, but it will always be made with sustainable, 
recyclable products, clean, and fresh. He has been able to keep fresh produce flowing 
on a regular basis, when the bigger grocery stores are getting wiped out. The topic 
touched on how the big stores are doing home deliveries and such and making it a 
trend, but Johan has made that a service since the day he took over as owner of the 
store. He has delivered to nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, and people’s home. 
Johan’s employees are knowledgeable, and he or any employee on the floor makes 
themselves available for any questions you may have, they’ll explain all the differences 
between products so you can make the choices yourselves. He is located at 305 Grant 
Ave in Endicott. 
 
March 25, 2019 
8:15am 
Community Services/Tioga & Tompkins County/COVID-19 
 
Renee Spear, of Catholic Charities Tompkins/Tioga visited the WEBO Morning Show to 
talk about changes to services. During normal times, Catholic Charities provides services 
Tuesdays-Fridays in Nichols inside the old elementary school. Services include 
emergency financial assistance for rent or utilities (depending on eligibility,) a food 
pantry, help in signing up people for food stamps, a free clothing closet, counseling, 
and help with employment services for people with developmental disabilities or mental 
health challenges.  
 
Given the current situation with COVID-19, there are changes to these services. Days & 
times of operation are Tuesday-Friday, 9:00am-11:45am and 1:00pm-3:30pm.  An 
intercom is now available for people to communicate with staff in the building. For 
those needing counseling, people need to call and make an appointment. Financially, 
people may need help with car or health insurance premiums, and while that is not 
usually something Catholic Charities provides, they realize they may need to change 
things a bit. The food pantry has generous packages to give out since families can’t 



come inside to choose food items. It continues to be supplied through the Food Bank of 
the Southern Tier along with other food and monetary donations, which are still being 
accepted. Staff in the Youth Engagement program, which helps individuals stay on track 
for graduation, is calling students to see how they are doing. 
 
All similar organizations are collaborating with each other to ensure each has what they 
need to service their clients. 
 
March 25, 2020 
9:15am 
New York State Government/COVID-19 
 
New York State Lieutenant Gov. Kathy Hochul gave WEBO Morning Show listeners an 
update on COVID-19 from the state level. She thanked listeners for doing their part to 
help keep the virus from spreading by practicing social distancing and continued to 
encourage that practice. She emphasizes that the older population is vulnerable and 
young people think they are invincible but are not. She explained how it is tougher for 
people living in NYC apartment buildings (people share elevators for example,) but also 
in NYC, people in parks are not practicing social distancing. She says it is easier in rural 
areas such as Tioga County because you can stay isolated from others.  She did 
acknowledge the hardships people are facing, but asked where possible to please 
support local businesses, such as restaurants still offering take-out and delivery. While 
the top priority is to build up hospitals’ capacity and health care, she says Governor 
Cuomo is working hard to make it easier for the unemployed to receive checks. They 
are not losing sight of the pain that the shutdowns are causing everyday citizens (like 
small business shut-downs, people unemployed, and people who can’t get 
unemployment due to the kind of work situation they have.) On a positive note, she 
noted how creative people are in getting themselves through the crisis and encourages 
parents to use this time when the kids are home to spend the time together that has 
been given. Towards the end of her interview, Hochul admitted we have not seen the 
worst of COVID-19 yet. She explained our isolation as our “war effort,” equating it to 
the war efforts of women who went to work in industries that supported WWII. She 
concluded with a plea to “Please Stay Home” and “Keep the Faith.” 
 
March 30, 2020 
8:15am 
COVID-19/New York State/State Government 
 
NYS Senator Fred Akshar joined the WEBO Morning Show via “social uplink, with some 
updates at the state government level and his thoughts about the COVID-19 situation. 
The Senator explained the Senate relaxed its voting rules, and now voting is allowed 
remotely. He reported there are five colleagues in both the Assembly and Senate who 
have contracted the virus, and one is on a ventilator. As for the state budget, it is to be 
voted on April 1st. Prior to the COVID-19 crisis, there was a $6 billion deficit projected. 



With the COVID-19 crisis, it has ballooned to $15 billion. When asked if the budget 
would pass on-time, as Governor Cuomo makes a big push for every year, Senator 
Akshar felt it would pass on time.  But what you’ll see this time around, is the governor 
having a lot of flexibility for mid-year adjustments, which is needed to make decisions 
throughout the course of the year given the ever-changing situation related to COVID-
19.  School districts and local governments will have many challenges this year, and 
there will be a need to find innovated solutions throughout the next fiscal year. The 
Senator says going forward, they will need to look where is money being spent, where 
can they cut, and where can the belt be tightened. The needs of all New Yorkers must 
be the priority. The virus has “put people in a box,” and the state must take care of 
these people as many have fallen on very hard times. People having any government or 
non-government issue, should reach out to his staff at 607-773-8771 or email akshar 
@nysenate.gov. If his staff can provide assistance they will, and if they are unable to, 
they will let you know and direct you to someone who can help or has the knowledge to 
help. A final point the Senator addressed is how he and other local leaders in Tioga and 
Broome County feel the interstate travel needs to stop, and he hopes Governor Cuomo 
will heed that call. He says science and data is clear that people need to stay home to 
stop the spread of Coronavirus. The Governor has said he is not fond of stopping travel, 
saying he doesn’t like it from a cultural perspective. While Senator Akshar gave credit to 
the governor for doing a great job during the crisis, he says sometimes difficult and 
unpopular decisions must  be made. 
 
 


