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DATE:  April 1, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Disability awareness/fundraising 
 
Art Fredicksen, representing Camp Ahwaga, gave an overview of the organization, the 
importance of funding, and provided information for their latest fundraiser, a mobile fish 
fry, being conducted by Doug’s Fish Fry. The event will take place from 11:00am to 
6:00pm, Friday, April 5th, in the parking lot next to Visions Federal Credit Union and 
Kwikfill on Route 434 in Apalachin. Camp Ahwaga is a 6-week summer and year-round 
recreational program for Tioga County children ages 4-21 who have disabilities. The 
money raised from the fish fry will help to support the programs of Camp Ahwaga, 
allowing them to reach more children in need of their services, as well as allowing the 
organization to expand the opportunities it can provide for the children. 
 
 
 
DATE:  April 8, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Community Outreach, Fundraising 
 
Representatives from Tioga County Rural Ministry visited the Morning Show to talk 
about the bake sale from 9am to 3pm at Community Bank. The purpose of the bake 
sale raises money for community outreach programs of Rural Ministry, an organization 
that helps everyone in Tioga County. Some of the outreach programs are the food 
pantry, the senior outdoor spring cleanup, the back to school program, food distribution 
sites, and the Easter basket giveaway for children, Also discussed was the ways one 
could volunteer to assist in any of the outreach programs. They are also seeking baked 
good donations for the bake sale.  
 
 
 
(continued)  



DATE:  April 18, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Social Awareness, Community 
 
Andy Hafer from Tioga Opportunities visited the Morning Show to talk about the 
Community Center facility on Sheldon Guile Blvd which is open to the members of the 
public to rent for their social gatherings/meetings. Rental fees start around $35/hr. 
There is a dining room, conference rooms and even a beauty shop. It’s good for family 
events, reunions, weddings. The dining hall alone fits about 170 people with a full 
kitchen. He also discussed the full dinner meals offered to the community at a very 
affordable cost as well as the community gardens, where the public can rent a plot.  
 
 
 
DATE:  April 26, 2019 
TIME  8:15am 
ISSUE: Drug Abuse Prevention/Community Outreach 
 
Jenna, from Casa Trinity and Police Chief Montaro of the Spencer Police Department 
visited the Morning Show to talk about National Drug Take-Back Day, where one can 
take leftover medications in their home and dispose of them safely. This twice annual 
event takes place this Sat., April 27, from 10am -2pm, in two locations: Owego—at 
Casa Trinity, 6 McMaster St., and the second location is the Spencer Fire Department 
also from 10am-2pm and is a new partnership. Jenna explained that unused or expired 
prescription meds as well as expired over the counter meds are accepted at the event. 
Liquids & patches are also accepted, but “no sharps” (needles.)  Expired Narcan kits will 
also be accepted, and if a new one is needed, reach out to Casa Trinity to pick up a 
new one. Why get medications out of medicine cabinets? Chief Montaro cited a 2017 
national survey on drug use & health that showed 6 million Americans misused 
controlled prescription drugs. If it’s lying around, it can fall into the wrong hands. Jenna 
gave details for turning in the medications at the event: drugs should be in a bag or rip 
off the labels or black out names on the bottles. No questions asked.  When asked why 
not just flush the meds down the toilet, Jenna explained that doing so affects the water 
supply and ultimately, the environment. To conclude the interview, Jenna shared that 
last year, 115 lbs of narcotics were collected with a street value of $12,000. 
 
 
 
(continued) 
  



DATE:  May 16, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Education 
 
Superintendent Corey Green of the Owego-Apalachin School District visited the 
morning show to share highlights of this year’s school budget, which is coming up for a 
vote on Tuesday, May 21, from noon to 8. The total budget is over $47million, a 2.63% 
increase over last year. The property tax cap levy is 3.83%. The district did see a 
reduction in the amount of state-aid that they had in the previous years.  An average 
homeowner on a 100K home might be looking at a $50 increase per property in their 
taxes should the budget pass. Green touched on how they continue to grow programs 
in the district such as a lot of work around STEAM Enrichment: there will be new tech 
on-line, self-paced programs for grades 3-8, the robotics and computer science 
offerings continue to grow, the agriculture program continues to grow, trades are 
making a comeback with advanced manufacturing and construction programs, and 
there is now an internship program with Lockheed Martin & BAE.  Green also explained 
the bus replacement program, which is part of the budget. 
 
 
 
DATE:  May 17, 2019 
TIME:  8:45am 
ISSUE: Adult Literacy 
 
Gigi Horvatt, program manager of the Literacy Volunteers of Broome & Tioga County, 
and Marie Sorenson, coordinator of the ESL program visited the Morning Show to share 
what they offer, and how they are expanding one of their services into Tioga County.  
Literacy volunteers is a local non-profit serving Broome & Tioga County over 50 years. 
They recruit volunteers who work with people who want to increase their basic math 
skills, their speaking and writing schools, and basic computer skills. The ESL program 
has 1 on 1 tutoring and conversation groups and is primarily for migrants, immigrants, 
international students, and people working in the area that are from another country but 
want to improve their language. They take people of all abilities of the English language. 
The classes & tutoring are free. They said statistics show that 1 out of every 5 people in 
Broome & Tioga Counties are functionally illiterate. They might have problems 
navigating websites, filling out a job application, etc. Or they may be working toward 
their diploma or lacking in the basic skills to complete a basic college course. The use of 
Literacy Labs in Broome County has been, “wildly successful,” and will now expand into 
Tioga County. Sessions will be held every at the Health & Human Services building on 
Route 38 in Owego Tioga Career Center, Wednesdays from noon to 1:30.  
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DATE:  May 22, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Utilities, Renewable Energy, Village of Owego 
 
Village of Owego Mayor Mike Baratta visited the Morning Show to discuss the recent 
letter received by many residents that has to do with their electric bill. Community 
Choice Aggregation is, as the mayor describes it, a program where a lot of communities 
got together and petitioned to buy power at a cheaper rate. The rate is a 100% 
renewable electricity option providing a fixed rate of 5.2 cents per kilowatt hour. The 
idea is it will affect the supply charge of the electric bill. You have to opt out if you don’t 
want to participate; otherwise, you are automatically enrolled.  There are 3 ways to opt 
out: fill-out a card with a pre-pay envelope, visit the website or make a phone call. To 
opt out, one must do so by June 14th. NYSEG will still be the carrier. If power goes out, 
you still call NYSEG. You will still get a single bill from NYSEG for all costs. A point to 
consider when deciding whether or not to opt out is NYSEG’s rate is a variable one that 
changes every month. The Community Choice Aggregation is a fixed rate for two years, 
and is lower than the average NYSEG price over a year’s time. The change, for those 
who decide to make the switch to the renewable electricity option, will take place in July.  
 
 
 
DATE:   June 13, 2019 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Education 
 
Owego-Apalachin Superintendent Corey Green once again visited the morning show to 
explain the revised school budget that is up for a revote on June 18th. The initial budget 
vote in May was voted down by residents. Green states there was some confusion 
regarding the tax cap and the proposed rate increase, and this time around, the budget 
was cut by an additional $170,000 which brings down the proposed tax levy by 1% to 
2.83%. It remains under the tax cap, as did the increase in the first proposed budget. 


