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GOVERNMENT 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 

Emergency Alert System (EAS)—Weather warnings, Civil Defense Warnings, and 
Amber Alerts WEBO relayed “warnings” received through the EAS decoder 
during the period covered by this report. By relaying these EAS messages 
over the air, WEBO kept residents of the Owego, Candor, Waverly, 
Endicott and Tioga County, NY area apprised of the latest National 
Weather Service warnings and vital information. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
ALL CATEGORIES (IN NEWS CONTENT) 
 News Coverage 

WEBO aired several roughly 3-minute long newscasts relevant to residents 
of the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY area, 
during the period covered by this report. These newscasts aired daily 
Monday-Friday at 6:00am, 6:30am, 7:00am, 7:30am, 8:30am, 9:00am, 
10:00am, 11:00am, 12:00pm, Fridays at 5:00pm & 6:00pm, and 
Saturdays at 6:00am, 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:00am, 10:00am, 11:00am, and 
12:00pm. Additional news reports were aired as needed for breaking news 
coverage.  These newscasts were written, produced, and anchored by 
WEBO staff. 

 
GOVERNMENT 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Local Weather Coverage 

WEBO aired a thirty-second weather report two times hourly (24/7) every 
day during the period covered by this report, and four times hourly 



Monday-Friday from 6:00am-9:00am. These weather reports were 
forecasted, written, and anchored by AccuWeather in affiliation with 
WEBO and covered the weather forecast for the Owego, Candor, Waverly, 
Endicott and Tioga County, NY area. 

 
CIVIC, NEIGHBORHOOD, AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CHARITIES 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 WEBO Community Calendar 

WEBO aired PSAs for various local non-profit organizations during the 
period covered by this report. The WEBO Community Calendar aired once-
per-hour Monday through Friday from 12:00am to 6:00am, 9:00am to 
11:59pm, and once per hour Saturday through Sunday.  One event was 
announced per hour in rotation with all other current events happening at 
that time. 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Eye on Veterans produced by CBS 

WEBO aired "Eye on Veterans" once daily Monday-Friday at 6:45am 
during the period covered by this report. This one-minute report covered 
topics specifically of interest to veterans such as health, support, recovery, 
addiction, employment, veteran owned business start-ups and other topics 
of interest to veterans in the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga 
County, NY area. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 
 Doctor's Orders produced by CBS 

WEBO aired "The Doctor's Orders" daily Monday-Friday at approximately 
6:20am during the period covered by this report. This one-minute feature 
covered medical topics and information of interest to listeners in the 
Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY area. 

 
A partial list of significant issues interviews conducted on WEBO are listed below, along 
with the most significant programming treatment of those issues/events for the period 
listed above.  The listing is by no means exhaustive. 
 
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 
The public is encouraged to send local events, topics, and stories of interest specifically 
pertaining to the Owego, Candor, Waverly, Endicott and Tioga County, NY area.  Such 
inquiries should be directed to News@MyHometownToday.com for future coverage. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 



David M. Radigan 

October 1st, 2020 
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WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: July 10, 2020 
TIME:  8:15am 
RE: Tioga County/COVID-19/Education 
 
Martha Sauerbrey, Chairwoman of the Tioga County Legislature, visited the WEBO 
Morning Show for her weekly update on what’s happening within the county with 
respect to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
 
She says we are moving forward. This week, Gov. Cuomo opened shopping malls. The 
state had certain guidelines that had to be met for the malls to reopen, such as 
requiring specific HEPA filters in their AC systems.  
 
On the education front, Gov. Cuomo is looking for ideas. His office has released 
information asking school systems to send reopening information ideas to him between 
certain dates in the month of July, then he and his committee will make a decision first 
week in August as to whether or not schools reopen. The information needs to include 
how to house and transport students and how to teach them. Sauerbrey says she 
understands people have trouble with all the rules of COVID-19, such as wearing 
masks, but we need to get and keep our numbers low if we want kids in school in the 
fall. Wash hands, wear masks, keep groups small, do not have big parties, and do not 
hug everybody. This is all how the virus spreads.  
 
As of last night, 73 people were in mandatory quarantine. The day before that it was 
44. The increase is due to a recent large gathering. All people around the positive 
person are now in mandatory quarantine for two weeks to help prevent the spread. 
Contract tracing was essential here.  
 
Currently, there are 19 states on the governor’s restricted travel list. They have high 
rates of infection. If you travel to there, you must quarantine for two weeks upon 
return. 
 
Overall, the state is doing well as is our region.  We can go out to dinner, visit with 
friends, and go shopping. There is no update on Tioga Downs. Owner Jeff Gural is very 
frustrated.  Sauerbrey calls the state on his behalf one or more times a week. Gural 
assures he has a plan for reopening, including separating people, running only a certain 
number of machines, and keeping certain games off-limits.  
  



WEBO Morning Show 
Date: July 14, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: DOT/Law Enforcement/NYS 
 
Aga Dembinska, NYS Police Troop C Public Info officer, visited the WEBO Morning Show 
for Operation Hard Hat. This is an initiative every summer where NYS Troopers partner 
with Department of Transportation workers in work zones and observe what drivers are 
doing in these zones. The mission is to raise awareness to drive safely in work zones 
and to target bad behaviors. In a work zone, the troopers are dressed as DOT workers. 
Another officer, part of a different traffic unit known as TINS, will be stationed at the 
end of the work zone in a safe place. If you are observed with a violation, such as 
failing to slow down or not moving over, then the DOT-dressed trooper radios to the 
TINS trooper waiting in a safe area, and that trooper will pull the violator over. 
Operation Hard Hat is conducted throughout the summer throughout the state at 
different times in different trooper zones. DOT workers and state troopers just want 
people to be mindful when driving in a work zone--there is always a posted speed limit, 
just follow it. Officer Dembinska referenced local resident Matt Howe’s death from 
someone not paying attention in the work zone, so it really hits home and reminds us 
locally about the importance of work zone safety. Last year, Troopers wrote about 1000 
tickets during the initiative. While Operation Hard Hat is specific to Interstate work 
zones (like I-86,) drivers need to pay attention in ANY work zone. 
 
 
WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: July 24, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Tioga County/COVID-19/Economy 
 
Tioga County Legislature Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey visited the WEBO Morning 
Show with her weekly update. We are holding our own with the numbers. The county 
website has all the numbers information. She reports it to the news, but the news does 
not always report it. The active cases are down from the previous week, but mandatory 
quarantine is up to 116. It results from exposure to an infected individual whether in 
large gatherings or families or visitations. Even if you take a test and it comes back 
negative, you still must quarantine for 14 days. That is public law.  
 
This week, Sauerbrey has gotten a lot of calls asking, “how many people can I have in a 
gathering?” She   tells people, up to 50. This is a rule set forth by the state. She does 
ask people to refrain from going larger, but she cannot force them. It is their ultimate 
decision.  
 
The forthcoming Tioga Downs press conference for today was addressed. In attendance 
will be herself, Chris Moss from Chemung County, Jason Garner from Broome County, 



and State Senator Fred Akshar. There will also be local leaders, community members, 
and some staff from Tioga Downs. Sauerbrey says the regional leaders have been 
talking about what can be done to help Tioga Downs. The purpose of the press 
conference is to reach out to the governor and petition for him to start the guidance so 
casinos can reopen. Suggestions and guidance have been sent to the governor, but the 
state Department of Health must approve them. She understands getting kids back to 
school is priority, but this press conference will just keep casinos’ guidance on the 
governor’s radar. We gather about $1 million a year from Tioga Downs for the county. 
It is a lot of money, and we are feeling the pinch. There are 600-plus jobs waiting to go 
back to work. Economically, Tioga Downs is huge for us. One way the public can 
support Tioga Downs is by attending PJ Clarkes Restaurant, which is open. The 
racetrack is running, and although though there are no fans, you can sit outside at the 
restaurant and watch the races. 
 
Sauerbrey has a campaign asking for those who have benefited from Tioga Downs’ 
generosity, to please write about it in a polite letter to the governor. Her team will get 
the letters to him. 
 
 
WEBO Morning Show 
DATE:  August 3, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Education/Charity/Tioga County 
 
Patrick from Catholic Charities on Roki Blvd. in Nichols visited the WEBO Morning Show 
to make listeners aware of an upcoming event. Their doors are opening again 
tomorrow, and on August 17th, from 11:30am to 1:00pm, they are holding their school 
backpack giveaway. All school kids who attend will receive a brand-new backpack with 
appropriate school supplies. They will follow all COVID-19 protocols. WEBO is providing 
a live broadcast, and Jackpot Ritchies is providing food. The giveaway will proceed as a 
drive-up only. It will be less of a festival atmosphere than in year’s past.  
 
Patrick also touched on Catholic Charities’ program called Tioga Fresh. It is run through 
Common Ground, and the oal is to try and keep food out of dumpsters and get it 
instead into people’s bellies. It is a food rescue from restaurants to make sure they are 
not wasting any more food than they have to. This coming Friday, there is a food event 
at Apalachin Library. Everyone attending should pre-register. 
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: August 6, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Village of Owego/Law Enforcement/Infrastructure/Elections 
 
Village of Owego Mayor Mike Baratta visited the WEBO Morning Show to provide an 
update. There has been a lot going on virtually behind the scenes. The village received 
a COPS grant from the federal Department of Justice. It allows the village to hire up to 
three full-time officers, which altogether gives the village five full-time officers and 
several part-timers. The grant is for three years, and in the fourth year, the village must 
fund the officers completely on its own. Mayor Baratta is planning with the chief to set 
money aside to do just that. The first officer was hired this past Monday night. 
Mayor Baratta is asking residents to lock up their bikes and cars. There has been a rash 
of stolen bikes and cars getting rummaged through. The police department has a lot of 
leads. Some things residents can do to protect themselves is lock up cars and bikes, use 
motion lights and cheap surveillance cameras, and do not leave valuables in the car. 
Take a picture of your bike and register it with the police department as it will make it 
easier for you to get it back if it’s recovered.  
 
On the Village Department of Public Works building: The FEMA grant allowed the village 
to move forward with moving the municipal offices out of the old building, and while it 
has been a challenge, things are moving forward again on that. The new DPW offices 
will be moved next to the old building but will be up higher out of the flood zone by 
about 8ft. Mayor Baratta hopes to go out to bid on it within the next couple of the 
months.  
 
The DRI update: the village is still polling the state to see what can be done. With the 
private projects, most of them have contracts with the state. Each private project goes 
through a different agency. The municipal projects are all through one agency, 
however, and it is a slower process. He hopes to get the contract soon. The village is all 
set to get an architect to design its projects.  
 
The wastewater treatment plant is getting a lot of changes. The village is in Phase 2 of 
the upgrade project. Phases 1 and 2 are a $15 million upgrade. Phase 2 is in heavy 
construction now. Basically, the entire plant will be rebuilt. Everything is under budget. 
The Department of Environmental Conservation has new requirements for disinfection 
of the water pumped back into the river. The village secured two grants for this, and 
the construction for this part will start soon.  
 
Regarding village elections: Baratta is mayor though Sept 15th, as elections were 
rescheduled from March due to COVID-19. It will be a normal voting procedure. With 
the paper ballots, everyone receives their own pen to use. Everyone running is 
unopposed except for Rodney Marchewka, the treasurer.  
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: Aug. 14, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Tioga County/COVID-19/Education/Entertainment 
 
Tioga County Legislature Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey visited the WEBO Morning 
Show to give listeners her weekly update.  She began by thanking WEBO for allowing 
her to come in and give updates on the ever-changing news.  
 
The number of active cases is currently five, which is extremely low. She is, “very 
grateful” for the community’s cooperation in social distancing and wearing masks. The 
last time we had fewer than five cases was March 27th with 63 cases as the peak 
number.  
 
As schools reopen, Sauerbrey believes our numbers will stay constant. She is, “very 
excited” schools are reopening. This week, the Tioga County Public Health Department 
had a conference call with superintendents to work and advise them on public health 
laws and ideas for doing things correctly and safely. Schools are all cooperating.  
 
There was a press conference this week at Valley Bowling Center attended by many 
bowling center owners and fans. The legislature is petitioning the governor to open the 
bowling centers. The good news came a couple days later, when Albany announced it is 
working on a plan to open bowling centers. While Sauerbrey does not know when that 
will happen, she says it is a, “twinkle of hope.”  
 
The employees of the public health department were honored this week by the 
legislature, receiving a proclamation and words of praise. The department has been 
working since March, seven days a week. Sauerbrey says it is a great team with quite a 
few younger people which is encouraging. They are doing an excellent job. 
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: August 28, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Tioga County/COVID-19/Tioga County Government/Finances 
 
Tioga County Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey visited the WEBO Morning Show for her 
weekly Friday update on county developments.  
 
There is a new CDC ruling regarding a change in quarantine rules. The CDC changed 
length of time people need to be quarantined. Governor Cuomo does not agree with the 
changes, so in New York State, if you come from a hot spot or international locale, you 
still must quarantine for the 14 days. 
 
There were two or three courts cases challenging the number of people who can attend 
weddings, which is currently capped at 50 people. The court cases sought a change in 
that to include more than 50 people. The cases were lost, so the number remains at 50 
people max for gatherings such as a wedding.  
 
Sauerbrey says our county public health department is still finalizing public health 
details so schools can reopen in September.  
 
We currently have 10 active cases in the county, primarily from people traveling and 
going to large gatherings. Not many are hospitalized. Ms. Sauerbrey and other area 
county leaders meet often to talk about various things, and part of that is reporting the 
number of cases and hospitalizations every week to the governor. 
 
The legislature is in the budget process. Sauerbrey says the governor has been very 
quietly holding back 20% of our funding.  First it was at the school level, and now we 
are hearing it for the county level. It is for the 2020 year going back to April 1st. So, 
the legislature is doing its best to work through this year with a bare-bones budget.  
In January, county residents will see changes in the recycling program. Weekly curbside 
service will cease. More details are forthcoming.  
 
Governor Cuomo has mandated each county must have meetings with its police force 
on police reform. The governor has sent details on how to conduct those meetings. 
There will be a public comment session. Again, more details are forthcoming. 
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: Sept 11, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Tioga County Government/COVID-19/Elections/Education 
 
Tioga County Legislature Chairperson Martha Sauerbrey visited the WEBO Morning 
Show to give her weekly, local update. Listeners learned about the Sept 11th ceremony 
that will be taking place later in the morning at Hickories Park. She also touched on 
memories of the 2011 flood that people had been sharing this past week. 
 
School districts are in the process of opening. Newark Valley, Spencer, and Owego-
Apalachin are opening next week. Candor opened on the 9th and Waverly has opened.   
There are currently seven cases of COVID-19, primarily from natural interactions of 
people. Sauerbrey continues to encourage wearing of masks to help prevent community 
spread.  
 
From the Board of Elections: households registered to vote should have received a 
mailing from BOE explaining the early voting process and the days/times you can vote. 
It also includes instructions for voting by absentee ballot and how you can request one.  
Next week is the regular legislative meeting. The legislature will be setting two public 
hearings. One addresses the renewal of the hotel/motel tax that funds tourism.  The 
other public hearing is about the forthcoming changes in county recycling; the law 
needs to be changed. 
 
The legislature has also been holding budget meetings, looking at departments, and 
cutting significant parts of the budget, but no programs yet. They are in the process of 
implementing a 90-day hiring freeze, except in case of emergency.    
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: Sept. 16, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE:  Tioga County/outreach/fundraising 
 
Mary and Dustin from the Open Door Mission & the Red Door Mission visited the WEBO 
Morning Show to talk about an upcoming fundraiser for the organizations. The event is 
a bike ride, which will include bikes of all kinds—motorcycles, pedal bikes, even cars. 
The ride starts at the Open Door Mission on North Avenue and heads out to Ithaca and 
will conclude in Barton with a chicken barbecue.  Those who would like to participate 
are asked to arrive at the Mission at 8:00a.m., Saturday, to register. Riders leave at 
10:00 a.m. Cost is $20 for riders which includes the barbecue. Walk-in for just the 
barbecue costs $10.  Dustin mentioned this may be one of the last chances to take a 
ride around the area and really enjoy it due to the seasons changing.  Mary commented 
on how this is a great way to support the programming of the Open Door Mission 
because they lost several fundraisers this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Despite the pandemic, Mary says the Open Door Mission has been busy. They are 
processing donations of items people have donated, which are sold in the thrift shops in 
Owego & Waverly to raise money for the Mission’s programming, such as their sober 
living shelters and food pantries. The Open Door Mission’s programming includes the 
only men’s sober living shelter in Tioga County. Men rejoin the community with, for 
example, jobs within the Mission. The employ a lot of the men who come to them. New 
to the range of programs is veteran’s housing above the Red Door Mission in Waverly. 
Neither organization receives federal or state funding, so they must fundraise. The 
more money they bring in, the more people they can help.  
 
Monday through Saturday, the Owego thrift store is open with bag sales on Thursday 
nights.  Waverly’s Red Door Mission is open Tuesday through Saturday. with open mic. 
nights on Fridays. 
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: Sept. 18, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE:  Tioga County/COVID-19/Recycling/Elections 
 
Tioga County Legislature Chairwoman, Martha Sauerbrey, visited the WEBO Morning 
Show for her weekly update on what is going on within the county and county 
government.  
 
We have five active COVID cases in the county. Sauerbrey says that number is low 
because people are being careful, wearing masks, and social distancing. She 
acknowledges people are tired and frustrated, but these steps are working.  
Currently, the county is working on recycling. The current recycling contract with Taylor 
Garbage runs out at the end of this year. Taylor has had the county contract for nine 
years.  The county had to go out to bid earlier in the year for a new contract. The costs 
that came back were shocking as they have doubled. The reason, Sauerbrey explained, 
is because the values of commodities such as cardboard, glass, and aluminum have 
declined. Once Taylor separates the recyclables, they sell them, and they have not 
received as much money. There is currently a tax on our county tax bill for recycling 
that helps to cover the cost of the recycling program, but now it is not enough. 
Sauerbrey said the new cost is too prohibitive, so the legislature came up with another 
plan. There will be a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., next Wednesday, at 56 Main St. in 
Owego, to present to the public the proposed changes to the recycling law.  In the 
public hearing, the public gets to hear and comment on the proposal. It is not a time 
for argument or debate, but rather a time for the legislature to listen to public concern 
before they vote on the change to make it a law. Sauerbrey asks residents to 
understand this is part of the process; it is not a done deal.  Residents who attend will 
learn about the proposal and why things are happening the way they are. Our county 
has one of two of the best weekly recycling programs in the region, the other being 
Tompkins county, which also is going out to bid this year.  
 
In other news, the Board of Elections is busy due to it being a big election year. More 
help has been secured because more people are requesting absentee ballots, and the 
process for that is extensive. Sauerbrey said if anyone wants one, you can call the BOE 
or email your request. 
  



WEBO Morning Show 
DATE: Sept. 25, 2020 
TIME: 8:15am 
RE: Recycling/Tioga County 
 
Tioga County Sustainability Manager Dr. Ellen Pratt and Tioga County Legislature 
Chairwoman Martha Sauerbrey joined the WEBO Morning Show to talk about 
extensively about recycling, the end of the current recycling contract, and the path 
going forward. 
Dr. Pratt began with an explanation of The New York State Solid Waste Act of 1988. It 
is a mandate that directs local municipalities to adopt a law for separation and 
segregation of recycling. In response, the Tioga County legislature in 1992 passed the 
Tioga County Recycling and Separation law. Fast-forward to 2020. We are now in a 
situation where we must change the law to ensure continuation of the mandate to 
maintain and facilitate the separation of materials with every household, every 
business, and institution in Tioga County.  
 
Sauerbrey continued by explaining how recycling has gotten very expensive since 1992.  
The legislature went out to bid for a new recycling contract. Currently, there is a line in 
one’s property tax bill for recycling, and that dollar amount is based on one’s property 
assessment. When bids came back, the lowest bid was more than twice the cost of the 
current contract. The reason is the value of commodities has declined. Cardboard, 
glass, aluminum etc., has lost significant value creating significant losses for companies 
who collect and sort the recycling. The legislature decided things need to be done 
differently, so after the bid process, they crafted a resolution to change the local law, 
and held a public hearing this past week. Attendance was limited due to current COVID-
19 restrictions, but the room was at its max of 50 people, and there were still more 
individuals who streamed the meeting. The proposed law transfers pickup of recycling 
to whoever picks up one’s garbage (private haulers for example,) who would then 
charge for the service. The recycling fee in one’s property tax bill would be eliminated.  
The community members who spoke say they are willing to pay more to keep the 
current recycling program. However, increasing that tax line in the property tax creates 
an increase of five percent in the overall county budget calculations, which means the 
other property taxes would raise. To avoid that, the legislature would have to take the 
money out of the fund balance to avoid the five-percent increase. That is not possible 
because the county is seeing a significant reduction in funds this year: the state is 
holding back 20% of funds the county normally receives, Tioga Downs has been closed 
until recently, so there was no revenue coming from there, and the county has seen a 
nine percent reduction in sales tax revenue.  
 
Dr. Pratt says three out of 62 counties in the state have recycling funded through the 
counties. In our region, only Tioga and Tompkins counties provide the curbside 
recycling. Most counties, or municipalities who collect trash, collect recyclables. The 
new resolution proposed states that if you have a garbage hauler, that hauler will 



collect your recyclables for a surcharge. If you do not use a hauler, and instead bring 
your garbage to a transfer station, you would bring your recyclables there as well, 
paying your garbage fee as well as any fee the transfer station may collect for 
recyclables. If a municipality provides garbage pick-up, it will pick up your recyclables. 
As state before, the recycling tax on your tax bill will be eliminated. There are 
farmlands and empty lands (ie crops, forests,) where the property is charged for the 
recycling, even though there is nothing to recycle. So, owners of those lands will benefit 
by having the line on the tax bill removed. 
 
Sauerbrey said next week, the legislature will meet with garbage haulers to find out the 
specifics of how this will work with for them and how the legislature can help their 
businesses. Until October  1st, the legislature will receive comments from the 
community. In October, there will be a county meeting to pass the resolution. 
Sauerbrey stated she knows of no other available options at this time but should 
something come forward between now and the vote, the legislature will take a look.  
In summary, recycling will not go away on January 1st, 2021-- it will just change. The 
responsibility for recycling will continue to be that of the residents, and payment will 
now be between the home/business owner and their hauler or transfer station. The line 
in the property tax bill for recycling will be eliminated. Do not throw the recyclables in 
the garbage; if your hauler sees it in your trash when they drop it off at the transfer 
station, the transfer station will refuse to accept the hauler’s garbage. 
 


