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DATE:  October 3, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Breast Cancer Awareness, Fundraising 
 
Gordy, Mary, & Mike of Traci's Hope, discussed the plans for this year's annual Traci's 
Hope Fundraiser taking place Saturday, Oct. 6. This is the 15th annual event, started 
originally by Gordy & Mary's daughter, Traci Shiner Gibson, who fought, but ultimately 
lost her battle with cancer. Now her family continues her legacy with an annual family-
friendly event at the Fireman's Field Days grounds that raises funds to provide money to 
those going through breast cancer treatments that can be used for patients' bills that 
insurance doesn't cover. Things like rent or mortgage payment, fuel bills, gas money to 
get to treatments, daycare expenses etc. This year, there will be a barbecue, 
motorcycle ride and mechanical bull riding contest. Gordy also shared the back-story on 
how Traci's Hope came to be. Traci started the fund raising event in 2004. Traci had 
been fighting breast cancer for 5 years at that point. Her hope was that she could cure 
cancer by raising money for research---that there might be one doctor out there who just 
needed a little bit more to finish developing the cure. Traci raised funds for Making 
Strides, but after her own experience with bills piling up, decided her fundraising efforts 
would be better served locally helping other cancer patients pay for those expenses that 
they couldn't afford. Her parents have continued her efforts and shared that there are 
only 3 requirements for those to receive funds. (1) they have to have breast cancer, (2) 
they must be under the care of a doctor, and (3) must live in the counties of Broome, 
Tioga & Susquehanna. $35,000 has been paid out so far in this year, and they've paid 
out overall in 15 years half a million dollars.  
 
 
DATE:   Oct. 4, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Human Services, Non-Profits, Tioga County 
 
Sister Mary O'Brien of Tioga County Rural Ministry and Dan Brown of Racker Center 
joined the morning show to discuss their vision to see a non-profit hub, where non-
profits would come together and be housed in one place to share space and resources. 
The idea came about in 2015, but now seems to be the time to implement this. The idea 
came about because people often receive several different services, so they could all 
be in one location. Also, the non-profits, if they had a place they could share resources 
in an affordable space, would have ultimately more funds to spend on helping their 
clients as opposed to using that money towards overhead costs. Someone has come 
forth to offer their property, which is downtown and out of the flood plain, and now Sister 



Mary and Mr. Brown are seeking others in the community who are interested in seeing 
this vision come to life as well as others who would like to be in the space. 
 
 
DATE:  Oct. 15, 2018 
TIME:   8:15a 
ISSUE: Pain Management without use of addicting medications  
 
Dr. Anne Calkins, Director of Lourdes Center for Pain & Wellness joined the WEBO 
Morning show to discuss the Wish For Wellness Event. Lourdes Center for Pain and 
Wellness opened its doors two and a half years ago to serve the community’s needs for 
a better approach for pain management. The program has evolved into an entire 
wellness initiative that goes far beyond simply treating people with chronic pain in the 
community so ravaged with this opioid epidemic. Offering alternatives that not only may 
alleviate pain but also may relieve anxiety, depression, stress, and obesity go much 
further to empower the individual and promote overall wellness. Sadly, none of these 
therapies are covered by most insurances. So, from their wish for a healthier 
community, the Wish for Wellness Event was born. The event will be Saturday, October 
27th at the Double Tree in Binghamton to help support this cause. Every dollar raised 
through this event will support any or all of these therapies with a goal to minimize the 
need for pain killers and to treat people with chronic pain. 
 
 
 
DATE:  Oct. 23, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Quality of Life in Tioga County 
 
Deanna Hutchinson, rural poverty educator with the Rural Health Network discussed 
her involvement with Tioga Tales. Tioga Tales is modeled loosely after a similar project 
in Broome County titled Rural Broome Counts. Rural Broome Counts was a needs 
assets assessment that took a deeper look at the quality of life in rural townships in 
Broome County and the challenges residents face to that quality of life. For Tioga Tales, 
the Rural Health Network is looking at Tioga County as a whole to get a better 
understanding of what quality of life is like for Tioga County residents. The project 
reviews the strengths & challenges to residents that impact their quality of life. The 
project for Deanna began with reviewing previous reports to look for gaps and issues 
affecting quality of life. She then held an open forum for residents to share their ideas 
and thoughts and what quality of life means to them. Going forward, she will hold one 
on one interviews and utilize focus groups to review certain aspects such as social 
relationships, the environment, physical and mental health, education, plus income & 
employment. It is these factors that present a unique set of circumstances specific to 
Tioga County. The community is welcome to continue being a part of this project, such 
as by taking a survey or getting involved in a focus group. Their opinions count. All 
ideas will be compiled into a final report to better enhance quality of life through 
additional programs and other avenues.  



 
 
 
DATE:  Dec. 6, 2018 
TIME:  9:15am 
ISSUE: Veterans, Tioga County 
 
Jim Raftis joined the Morning Show to discuss the plans for commemorating the 
anniversary of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7. At the VFW, local fallen heroes of the USS 
Arizona will be honored along with their surviving family members. The last local 
survivor of the USS Arizona just passed away in February, and he will be honored with 
a military funeral on the 7th at 12:55pm, which is the exact time the Pearl Harbor attack 
took place. Jim also touched on Dec. 15th, which is Wreaths Across America. This 
ceremony is where at noon that day, there will be a formal wreath laying at the Tioga 
County Veterans memorial at the Courthouse for the fallen heroes. The goal of the 
event every year is to remember the Veterans at Christmas time, and to honor all 
deceased fallen heroes in the cemeteries. People are encouraged to lay a wreath at the 
entrance to a cemetery and to lay a wreath at every Veteran's tombstone.  
 
 
 
DATE:  Dec. 7, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: High Speed Internet. Phone & Cable TV Coverage 
 
Haefele Connect is a company that offers high speed Internet service as well as cable 
and phone. The Internet speed that they offer at the base level is 100Mb with fiber optic 
lines. Representatives of Haefele Connect, Lee Haefele and Amber Harris, discussed 
what the company is up to as of late. Haefele Connect was awarded a state grant from 
Empire State Development to roll out internet access in rural areas without high speed 
Internet. They are building so far 200 miles of poles and fiber optic lines and when 
done, will have built 400 miles. All work is to expand the footprint of their network. There 
are some meetings coming up, including one in the Town of Barton this coming Monday 
to discuss the expansion project. Another meeting in the Town of Baldwin on the 12th 
will discuss bringing services to the town, which has never had it.  Haefele is in most 
towns of Tioga County and is based out of Spencer. They also have expanded into 
Chemung & Schuyler counties. 
 
 
 
DATE:   Dec. 11, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Children of Tioga County, Community Service, Law Enforcement 
 
Tioga County Sherriff Gary Howard & Andrew Haefer from Tioga Opportunities, visited 
to discuss their annual upcoming children's Christmas party. The event began about 14 



years ago when the Corrections Officers union wanted to put on the dinner, and it has 
grown every year. Santa is there, and gifts are handed out for children up to the age of 
12. There is a full Christmas dinner. Family Reading Partnership also donates a book 
for every child. Toys are collected via Toys for Tots, and Tioga Opportunities helps out 
with the turkey dinner. The party is open to everyone, no one is turned away. On 
average, over 200 kids receive a gift. This year's event will take place on Friday, Dec. 4 
from 4-7 at the Countryside Community Center in Owego.  
 
 
 
DATE:  Dec. 13, 2018 
TIME:  8:15am 
ISSUE: Health, Fundraising, Community Service  
 
Don Castellucci visited the morning show to talk about his annual blood drive, which is 
in honor of his parents, who both passed away from cancer several years ago. Don 
shared that he never donated blood until his father, who passed away in 1997, had 
received blood which extended his life. Shortly afterwards, he created the blood drive in 
honor of his Dad and later, added his mother's name after she passed away in 2010. 
She, too, had received blood that extended her life. There will be a pasta dinner 
provided. Don is also collecting food and cash donations for Tioga County Rural 
Ministry in honor of his parents. The blood drive will be held at the Owego Elks Club on 
Thursday, Dec. 20th, from 1:30pm-6:30pm. You can register ahead for an appointment 
which will also allow you to be pre-screened and make the overall process faster.  
Register by calling 1-800-RedCross or www.redcrossblood.org. 


