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QUARTERLY ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

April 1—June 30, 2016 

 

Section I.  Issues 

This station has identified the following issues as significant ones that are facing our community 

in this quarter: 

 

A. City Budget Process:  An annual process, the Pittsfield City Council will review the budget 

submitted by the Mayor, and will consider each line item for final approval at the end of June 

for enaction in the next fiscal year.  Constituents in the listening area have a need to know 

how this process proceeds, and what the outcomes will be for their tax bills.   

 

B. Business on Tyler Street in Pittsfield:   Each neighborhood in Pittsfield has its own assets and 

challenges.  The economy of Tyler Street business corridor, in the Morningside neighborhood, 

has experienced economic difficulties in recent decades, and is in serious need of 

investment and attention. 

 

C. Water Quality:  With the recent revelations about unhealthy water supplies in Flint, Michigan 

and nearby Hoosic Falls, New York, Pittsfield residents are concerned that the quality of the 

water in the City be preserved and maintained correctly.  

 

D. Medical Marijuana:  After the Commonwealth of Massachusetts legalized Marijuana sale and 

use for medical purposes in a statewide vote in November 2012, an ongoing issue has 

arisen dealing with which companies will be licensed to operate dispensaries, and where 

dispensaries will be located in each municipality.  The city of Pittsfield is grappling with 

balancing the needs of residents who wish to get prescriptions filled, with concerns about 

neighborhoods. 

 

E. Taconic High School Building Project:  The school building needs process, which culminated 

with a decision to build a new school to replace the aging Taconic High School, is just starting 

to take physical shape.  Constituents in the listening area are interested in the progress of 

the project. 

 

Section II.  Responsive Programs 

This station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.  The 

programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
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A. City Budget Process: 

Good Morning Pittsfield—Broadcast on April 1, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This is 

a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Peter Marchetti, Pittsfield City Council President, is interviewed by Bill Sturgeon about the 

beginning of the process and the priorities the councilors might have this year.  The new city 

charter requires a “state of the city” address from the Mayor, and a joint meeting of the City 

Council and School Committee prior to the commencement of the budget review. 

Good Morning Pittsfield—Broadcast on June 2, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This is 

a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Linda M. Tyer, Mayor of the City of Pittsfield, is interviewed by John Krol about her $151 

Million budget plan that she submitted to the Council the previous day.  A city councilor 

proposed to cut $3.2 Million of that proposal off the top, before any line items were 

considered.  Tyer describes her first budget process as mayor, and the underlying priorities 

she took into consideration, including thinking about the services that are expected, how to 

manage fixed costs and core services, including public safety, public education, and mobility.  

Also considered are economic development, preserving open space, and maintaining 

amenities the City provides. 

 

B. Business on Tyler Street in Pittsfield:    

 

Good Morning Pittsfield—Broadcast on June 7, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This is 

a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Diane Marcella, president of the Tyler St. Business Group, and Amewusika "Sika" D. Sedzro, 

Economic Development Consultant at MassDevelopment Finance Agency, are interviewed 

by Bill Sturgeon about the Transformative Development Initiative, or TDI, which hopes to 

transform the area’s economy with an economic development plan.  Sedzro was awarded to 

Pittsfield for a three-year period to help with developing and executing the plan, along with 

the Pittsfield Economic Development Authority and Pittsfield's Department of Community 

Development.  There is a mixed-use commercial and residential component to the area.   

 

C. Water Quality:   

Good Morning Pittsfield —Broadcast on April 11, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This 

is a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Pete White, City Councilor at-large, is interviewed by John Krol about a petition he has 

submitted to the Council regarding the issue.  White has received calls from constituents 

with concern about lead levels in water, and other contaminants, so he looked into how the 

water reports are created and distributed in Pittsfield.  He would like to see reports sent 
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more regularly, and to have Public Health and Safety review them publicly, to assure the 

public that testing is being done. 

 

D. Medical Marijuana: 

Good Morning Pittsfield —Broadcast on May 24, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This 

is a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Nial DeMena, founder of Manna Wellness, a company that specializes in medical marijuana 

dispensaries, is interviewed by Bill Sturgeon.  The company is at the siting profile phase with 

the State Department of Public Health’s licensing process.  He discusses dispelling some of 

the misconceptions about the substance, which can be very effective in treating pain from 

such ailments as neuropathy.  He discusses the importance of preventing youth from using, 

but that it can be very beneficial to those over 55.  DeMena states that the cannabis plant 

plays a role medicinally and naturally in helping people deal with pain, due to the receptors 

that are all throughout the body. 

 

E. Taconic High School Building Project: 

Good Morning Pittsfield —Broadcast on June 8, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This 

is a daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  

Jason ‘Jake’ McCandless, Superintendent of the Pittsfield Public Schools, and Kathy Yon, 

Chair of the Pittsfield Public School Committee, are interviewed by Bill Sturgeon about the 

progress of the project, as the very first tangible parts of the new school are coming to light.  

McCandless describes steel, concrete and other commodities that have been ordered, a new 

parking lot has been built and opened, one that has been closed and fenced off, and blasting 

that is taking place on ledge that needs removal prior to the foundation of the new school 

being built.  Yon describes the importance the city has placed on education with the 

statement that the new school represents. 

 

Section III.  Additional Programs Aired This Quarter 

This station on occasion airs additional programming which doesn’t always deal with issues of 

urgency, but may still be viewed as being in service in some way to the community. 

 

Good Morning Pittsfield —Broadcast on May 2, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This is a 

daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  Julia 

Dixon, Creative Economy Specialist at 1Berkshire (formerly Berkshire Creative) is interviewed by 

John Krol about the need to recruit young people to the Berkshires, and get them to stay in the 

area.  She talks about the Berkshire Initiative for Growth, targeting people aged 22-40, and the 
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attempt to reverse the trend of aging population and losing younger generations from the local 

workforce. 

Good Morning Pittsfield —Broadcast on April 19, 2016, 7:30 AM; Duration 60 minutes.  This is a 

daily current affairs program produced by John Krol and hosted by various individuals.  Neil 

Raymond and Dan Smith from the Legion Riders are interviewed by Bill Sturgeon about the 

annual Remembrance Ride,  which happens in May; and their contributions to veterans’ events 

in the county.  They discuss veterans’ awareness and appreciation efforts.   

 

 

The Good Morning Pittsfield program is broadcast each weekday.  The program descriptions 

listed above represent a small portion of the more than 60 hours of informational programming 

provided during the quarter.  During the broadcast, news stories and highlights from the 

Berkshire Eagle are read, through an arrangement with the newspaper. 

 

In addition to Good Morning Pittsfield and news content, the station broadcasts Public Service 

Announcements free of charge throughout the broadcast day. 
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