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QUARTERLY LIST OF PROGRAMMING 

PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

January 1, 2015 – March 31 , 2015  

 

 

The following issues were identified as significant and addressed by WECT 

in order to serve the community and act in the public interest as set forth 

by the Federal Communications Commission: 

 

1. Crime/Safety including crime prevention, alcohol and drug 

abuse, fire and safety and police conduct. 

 

2. Children / Education including education standards, school 

safety, and alternative schools. 

 

3. Health & Fitness including exercise, dieting, and disease 

prevention, as well as mental health initiatives and new treatment 

options. 

 

4. Environment including chemical spills, landfills,and water quality. 

 

5. Consumer Issues & Economic Development including 

volunteerism, blood drives, revitalizing neighborhoods, and job 

opportunities. 
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6. Politics including local and national elections, referendums 

including affirmative action, NAACP activities and Gay Rights. 

 

7. Local Entertainment Industry & Recreation including activities for 

youth and adults, and the arts. 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST 

SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

PROGRAM DAYS TIMES 

Carolina In The Morning Monday – Friday 5:00AM – 7:00AM 

Carolina In The Morning 

Saturday 6AM 

Saturday 6:00AM-7:00AM 

Carolina In The Morning 

Saturday 9AM 

Carolina in The Morning 

Sunday 9AM               

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

9:00AM-10:00AM 

 

9:00AM-10:00AM 

News 6 Midday Monday – Friday 12:00PM – 12:30PM 

WECT News @ 5 Monday – Friday 5:00PM – 6:00PM 

News 6 @ 6 Monday – Sunday 6:00PM – 6:30PM 

WECT News @ 11 Monday – Friday 11:00PM – 11:35PM 

WECT News @ 11 Saturday – Sunday 11:00PM – 11:30PM 

 

 All of the above programs are locally produced news programs 

presenting a mix of news, weather, sports, and issue-related features 

stories.  Issue-responsive program segments are usually two to four 

minutes in duration, unless otherwise indicated. 
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SEGMENTS COVERING OUR COMMUNITY ISSUES WITHIN OUR SHOWS 

 

Health First  

WECT reports in Carolina In the Morning and WECT News @ 5, Monday 

through Friday, on current health issues on both national and local levels. 

These stories are tied to a page on our web site which viewers are referred 

to.  
 

Pink Pack (formerly Buddy Check 6) 

On the 6th day of each month in News 6 @ 6 Monday through Friday, WECT 

reminds women to do breast self-exams by highlighting a cancer-survivor 

story. 
 

Little Buddy  

A weekly airing of a child‘s picture and information as an outreach in the 

community to help find Big Buddies for these and other at risk children.  It 

normally airs on Tuesdays in the WECT News @ 6, but airs other days of 

the week occasionally. 

 

Carolina Kids  

As often as the information is given to us, WECT News showcases older 

children who are in the System.  Some have been in foster homes for 

years, their chances of being adopted getting slimmer with each passing 

year. The waiting children are from the Children‗s Home Society of North 

Carolina. The hope is to make the public more aware of this need for 

families for these children. 

 

Athlete of the Week 

During the school year, local athletes from the schools in our viewing area 

will be considered each week for the title, with the winner being 

highlighted in our news cast.   

 

Stock Report 

A nightly stock report of the day‘s stock market activity during WECT News 

@ 6. 
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Consumer Report 

Local stories about financial scams and schemes that can affect everyone. 

These usually air in WECT News @ 5 and WECT News @ 6 on Monday 

through Friday.    

 

Yard Sales 

WECT anchor, Kim Ratcliff, notifies viewers of local yard sales that have 

been sent to her along with some she finds on the internet as well.  They 

air in Carolina in the Morning Saturday 6am program each Saturday. 

 

Money Matters 

These are news stories that cover a wide range of consumer concerns and 

local and national economics.  They tie in with a web page on our 

WECT.com site.  

 

First Act 

News producer Heather Setzler does a segment every week, previewing a 

local theatre/arts event.  It airs in WECT News @ 5 on Monday through 

Friday, and on Saturdays in Carolina in the Morning. 

 

WECT Investigates       

WECT News investigates unsolved cases, controversial practices of law 

enforcement, questions viewers have about anything in the law 

enforcement field.  The idea is to shed a fresh light on anything that needs 

it. 

 

Closer Look 

News anchor Jon Evans interviews local politicians and political candidates.  

They cover local issues and what sort of representation we can expect 

from them.  They air on the weekend during Carolina in the Morning. 
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Political Notebook 

WECT News covers stories about the representatives of our viewing area 

and how they are performing their duties, what they are doing for their 

constituents. 

 

Sunshine Week 

Sunshine Week is about shining a light on the local governments and what 

they are doing, how they are performing their duties, how transparent 

their actions are.  It can cover several issue areas. 

 

My Turn/Your Turn by Gary McNair 

General Manager Gary McNair presents editorials on local and national 

stories of interest.  These air in all the news programs, spread out on 

different days and times, Monday through Sunday. 
 

Public Service Announcements 

WECT posts local events during News 6 Midday. 

 

 

NBC NEWS PROGRAMS  

 

Early Today    Monday – Friday  4:30AM – 5:00AM 

 This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking 

business news and stock market action for the domestic and foreign 

exchanges. 

 

  

Today Show    Monday – Friday 7:00AM – 11:00AM 

 This three-hour network program provides the latest in 

international and domestic news, weather reports and interviews with 

newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, entertainment, 

and sports.  WECT provides local five-minute news updates at 7:24AM, 

7:55AM, 8:24AM, 8:55AM, 9:24AM, 9:55AM and 10:25AM. 
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Weekend Editions of Today  Saturday, 7AM – 9AM, Sunday, 

8AM – 9AM 

 

 Both weekend broadcasts continue the ―Today‖ tradition of covering 

breaking news, interviewing newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular 

culture and human-interest stories, covering topics related to health and 

finance, and presenting the latest sports and weather information.  WECT 

provides local three-minute news updates at 7:25AM, 7:55AM, 8:25AM, 

8:56AM on Saturdays and 8:26AM on Sundays. 

 

 

NBC Nightly News   Monday – Friday 6:30PM – 7:00PM 

 ―NBC Nightly News‖ provides reports and analysis of the day‘s most 

newsworthy national and international events.  It offers solution-driven 

programming that delves into the toughest issues facing our society 

today.  A series, ―Making a Difference‖ profiles men and women who have 

helped improve the human condition.   

 

 

NBC Nightly News – Weekend Saturday – Sunday  6:30PM – 7:00PM 

 The weekend editions of ―NBC Nightly News‖ provide complete and 

timely reports on national and international events that take place on 

Saturday and Sunday. 

 

NOTE: NBC sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or 

rescheduling of various news feeds. 

 

 

 

Dateline NBC   Friday     8:00PM -   9:00PM 

     Sunday    7:00PM –   8:00PM 

                                             Other varying days and times 

 This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime 

time news programming, with its multiple-nights-a-week franchise.  With 

this schedule, the one to two-hour newsmagazine enables NBC News to 
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present its best reporting, investigative features, and 

newsmaker profiles in a consistent and comprehensive manner.  

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Press   Sunday  10:00AM – 11:00AM  

This one-hour network news program consists of three interview 

segments with guests of national and international political importance, 

followed by an expanded roundtable discussion at the end of each 

broadcast. 

 

PSA‘s 

Children/Education Issues: 

NBC airs ―The More You Know‖ 10-second PSA‘s Monday – Sunday 

on various topics ranging from prejudices, teen violence, judging, parental 

involvement, drugs and alcohol. 

         

  

 

"The More You Know's" comprehensive website (themoreyouknow.com) 

provides in-depth referral information, in connection with the on-air  

public service announcements. Content includes: video of all current 

public service announcements, a general campaign overview, message 

boards, kids' pages and referral information by topic to partnering 

agencies referenced in the PSAs. The site includes a comprehensive list of 

the campaign's accolades, including Emmy and Peabody awards. In 

addition, a behind-the-scenes story with clips from talent interviews can 

be viewed. 
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I.CRIME/SAFETY 

 

Today & Weekend Today (Segments vary but are usually 5-7 minutes in 

length) 

2/18/15 Self-defense tips. 

3/17/15 Staying safe while traveling. 

  

 

 

Dateline NBC (Segments vary, but are usually 15-30 minutes in length) 

1/30/15 A college student with a passion for music is mysteriously 

found dead in her parents‘ Wisconsin home.  Clues lead 

investigators to her theatre group and they discover a new 

crime that exposes the horrifying truth. 

2/6/15 Lynne Friend disappeared in South Florida just days before 

she planned to move to a new city with her five-year-old 

son.  Law enforcement agencies sent out for clues, but it 

was a chance encounter by custom agents patrolling the 

night sea that led to a major break in the case.  Twenty 

years later, a witness speaks out to help bring justice to 

this cold case.  

2/7/15 A young, pregnant woman is found dead in her bedroom 

just months after marrying her high school sweetheart.  

Investigators soon uncover secret lives and simmering 

feuds swirling around her murder. 

2/8/15 Karen Duenas is found dead in her bedroom.  The family 

is convinced a crazed killer is on the loose, but detectives 

wonder if it could have been something else. 

2/13/15  When a successful realtor is lured to a home showing, he 

is attacked and left for dead in what appears to be an 

attempted murder-for-hire.  Investigators turn to his 

family and business partners to determine who might 

have been behind the plot. 

2/14/15 A missionary‘s wife, and mother of three, is found dead in 
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her house on Valentine‘s Day.  As authorities begin to 

investigate, questions surrounding the murder begin to 

hit close to home. 

2/21/15 A love triangle involving a beauty queen, a devoted wife 

and a guitar hero leads to murder, and an investigation 

that stretches across the country and takes years to 

unfold. 

2/22/15 In September 2012, the body of popular school 

superintendent Keith Reed was found by his home in 

western New York.  As his family struggled to make sense 

of the horror, investigators looked for answers.  Dennis 

Murphy reports on a story about a small-town murder 

brewed in cyber-space. 

2/27/15 When a beloved prosecutor is assassinated outside a 

courthouse in a small Texas town, the crime sends 

shockwaves throughout the law enforcement community.  

Two months later, the county‘s District Attorney and his 

wife are found murdered.  Investigators soon discover the 

killings may be connected and are left in a desperate race 

for answers.   

3/6/15 A housewife in an exclusive neighborhood in Long Beach, 

California is murdered in broad daylight while cops 

surround her home.  The suspected killer claims it was a 

burglary gone wrong, but detectives discover something 

more sinister. 

3/12/15 NBC News‘ Richard Engel investigates the poisoning death 

of former Russian agent and businessman, Alexander 

Litvinenko.  Engel travels to London, Moscow and Rome to 

take a deeper look into Litvinenko‘s death, the murder 

investigation and the players involved in the case. 

3/13/15 A young Dallas art student from a small Texas town is 

found brutally murdered in her bed.  With no signs of 

forced entry, detectives soon realize the killer had to be 

someone she knew. 

3/19/15 In a Dateline special, Dennis Murphy looks deeply into the 



 

 - 10 - 

10 

baffling murder case of New York real estate heir Robert 

Durst and the evidence against him.  Murphy chronicles 

the long journey to uncover the truth and speaks with key 

players involved in the case, including detectives, 

investigators and close friends of the victim. 

3/20/15 The murder of a beautiful California mom beloved by four 

men reopens a puzzling mystery surrounding the 

untimely death of another young woman decades earlier 

on a desolate mountain trail in Georgia. 

3/22/15 Keith Morrison reports on the remarkable story of a 

mother‘s courageous fight to free her husband from 

kidnappers in Mexico. 

3/26/15 Keith Morrison reports on John McAfee, the computer 

antivirus pioneer who remains a person of interest to 

police in their investigation into the murder of Gregory 

Faull in Belize.  In a new interview with Dateline, McAfee 

discusses his new computer security business and his 

decision to stop running and settle down. 

3/27/15 A wealthy Charleston banker and his wife are locked in a 

bitter divorce.  One week before their divorce hearing, 

authorities find an ex con in town who confesses he had 

been hired to kill someone in their family.  Who was the 

mastermind behind the hit? 

  

 

 

News 6 (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long)    

  

  

   WECT INVESTIGATES (2-5 minutes long) 

  

1/29/15 Shan Carter is NOT a good person and he admits it!     

The Wilmington man is convicted of killing three people 

and sentenced to die. But now Carter wants another 

chance, claiming he's innocent of the murder that has 
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him waiting to be executed.  WECT's Alex Giles and 

photojournalist Mark Stebnicki visited Central Prison in 

Raleigh, talking to Carter from his cell on death row. 

2/7/15 Property owners are feeling over run by their neighbors.  

Loud parties into the early morning and trash spewed 

down Rose Avenue, even drugs. This is a story we first 

told you about back in November. And since, we've had a 

number of homeowners around the horseshoe of campus 

tell us they have reached the breaking point and are 

looking for answers. But as Stacey Pinno learned for her 

Special Report, it's a long process just to get some peace 

and quiet. 

  

  

      

   SPECIAL REPORTS (2-5 minutes long) 

  

2/18/15 We have a scam alert tonight that you need to know 

about.  A local sheriff says he's seen a dramatic rise in 

the number of people being conned and most of the 

victims are seniors. WECT's Justin Smith explains how 

you can protect yourself. 

2/21/15 A quick internet search will find hundreds of dramatic 

police body cam videos like this one from around the 

country. But you probably won't find any from our local 

departments who have cameras like the New Hanover 

County Sheriff's Office or the Wilmington police. As Emily 

DeVoe investigates in a special report, that's because the 

public is restricted from accessing certain videos. 

2/23/15 A criminal investigator says he's closer than ever to 

solving one of our area's oldest murders. Twenty eight 

years ago today, a Brunswick County woman was brutally 

murdered. WECT's Kasey Cunningham spoke to him and 

the victim's family to find out how they're keeping her 

memory & the case alive. Evidence that's decades old, 
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and a small amount of clues, but Jaye's family isn't giving 

up. And a criminal investigator said there's enough 

evidence to solve the crime and bring them closure. 

3/2/15 It seems like we are always telling you about car crashes.  

Some close down roads and create traffic delays.  Others 

are deadly.  Tonight -WECT's Bailey Hicks sat down with 

state troopers -to look at the roads where the most 

wrecks happen...and a new program...called Vision Zero 

- which could help save a life. 

3/23/15 Are more police officers needed to keep our city streets 

safe?  This year the Wilmington Police Chief is asking for 

more manpower in the city's budget.  WECT's Alex Giles 

takes a look at how our department measures up against 

others across the state. 

 

 

 

   SUNSHINE WEEK (2-5 minutes long) 

  

3/20/15 You see them when you're driving around town.   You 

may have even accidentally run one. Then you get that 

50 dollar ticket in the mail when your photo is snapped 

by a red light camera. But the cameras don't 

discriminate.  They've also caught plenty of our public 

employees, including school bus drivers breaking the 

law.  WECT's Ann McAdams did some digging to find out 

just how often that happens. 
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II.CHILDREN / EDUCATION 

Today & Weekend Today (Segments vary but are usually 5-7 minutes in 

length) 

2/3/15 Princeton Review‘s Best Value Colleges. 

3/16/15 Parent Report Card. 

3/23/15 Monte Durham on ―Say Yes to the Prom.‖ 

3/27/15 Easter duds for kids. 

  

  

 

 

Little Buddy (2-3 minutes long) 

Broadcast of an at-risk child‘s picture, age and general information to 

encourage volunteers to join the Big Buddy program. No last names 

provided by the Big Buddy program for child‘s protection. 

   

1/16/15 Vanessa Age: 11 years old 

1/20/15 Christian Age: 11 years old 

1/28/15 Bianca Age: 7 years old 

2/3/15 Tykeem Age: 7 years old 

2/11/15 Arianna Age: 5 years old 

2/19/15 Israel Age: 8 years old 

3/12/15 Nasya Age: 7 years old 

3/20/15 Xavier Age: 10 years old 

3/25/15 Kyeshia Age: 9 years old 

   

 

Carolina Kids (2-4 minutes long) 

     When we are notified, WECT News showcases older children who are 

in the System.  Some have been in foster homes for years, their chances 

of being adopted getting slimmer with each passing year.  

 

1/29/15  Dillon   Age: 12 years old 

3/6/15  Delton  Age: 14 years old    
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News 6 

  

2/27/15 Universities traditionally rely on standardized test scores 

to help decide which students to accept, but with an 

average graduation rate of about 59% at four year 

schools, administrators are starting to rethink the 

selection process.  Many colleges and universities now 

want to know a whole lot more about applicants than 

their ACT and SAT results before asking them to attend. 

3/9/15 Students are not the only ones getting graded.  Now their 

schools are also getting marks based on their 

performances. Critics are pushing back on the system, 

saying the new law gets an "F" in their book.  That 

includes Superintendent Dr. Tim Markley of New Hanover 

County.  He gave WECT an open invitation to visit so-

called "low performing" schools to see for ourselves. 

WECT's Janae Frazier took the superintendent up on his 

word. Take a look at what she found. 

3/16/15 For those of you with children who play high school 

sports, you know just how often they're on the go to get 

to away games.  But a new conference realignment may 

have your kids on the road even longer, at a higher cost 

to the schools.  WECT's John Smist takes a closer look at 

what this means for your family in tonight's cover story. 

 

 

   ATHLETE OF THE WEEK (2-5 minutes long) 

  

3/25/15 Time to hand out this week's WECT Athlete of the Week.     

The honor goes to New Hanover baseball player Max 

Johnson.  This past week Johnson came up with 7 hits. 

That included a double and a home run.  As the Wildcats 

went 3 and 0 last week, overall they are 6 and 2. 
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III.HEALTH & FITNESS 

 

Today (Segments vary but are usually 3-7 minutes in length) 

This program features ―Today‘s Health‖ with Dr. Nancy Snyderman, 

discussing a wide variety of health related issues. 

1/2/15 Healthy weeknight recipes for 2015. 

1/5/15 Healthy Latin eating. 

1/9/15 Wellness and fitness trends. 

1/26/15 Cold and flu season etiquette. 

2/11/15   Health headlines. 

2/12/15 Joy Bauer discusses what‘s hot in health.  Also, 

entertaining exercises. 

2/16/15 Exercising with Denise Austin. 

2/23/15 Food & Wine Magazine‘s green tea obsession. 

2/27/15 National Heart Health Month. 

2/28/15 Bicycle polo. 

3/3/15 Nutrition Month. 

3/5/15 Five pains you should never ignore. 

3/9/15 Memory matters.  And spring allergies. 

3/19/15 Mental health tech. 

3/23/15 The ten signs of Alzheimer‘s. 

  

 

 

Pink Pack (lengths of segments vary from 2-4 minutes long) 

On the 6th day of each month, WECT reminds women to do breast 

self-exams by highlighting a cancer-survivor story or new treatments. 

             

1/6/15 Here's a good way to build up some heat.  Go for a run. 

2/6/15 And as we do every sixth of the month, we're asking you 

to call a friend and remind them to do that important 

breast self exam. Men can do it too since they can also 

get breast cancer. If you'd like one of our pink packs that 

shows you how, log onto our website, WECT.COM. 
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3/6/15 Preparations for the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure 

started today in downtown Wilmington.  Crews and 

volunteers set up sponsor tents, the survivor pavillion 

and helped folks get registered for the race tomorrow 

morning.  So far more than a thousand people have 

registered for the race.  Pam Kohl, who organizes the 

event, says she is looking forward to the ceremonies. 

  

            

 

 

 

NEWS 6  (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long) 

  

 HEALTH FIRST(2-6 MINUTES LONG) 

  

1/2/15 It isn't just the flu that's going around.  Chances are 

you're noticing a lot of co-workers coughing and 

sneezing. Dozens of viruses are floating around. Monica 

Robins has more on what will bring relief for your 

symptoms. 

1/5/15 A couple in Minnesota is sharing their story of hope.     

They were determined not to lose their daughter to the 

same disease that claimed their two boys. Renee 

Tessman has more, in Health First, on the new treatment 

that saved her. 

1/6/15 Horses and humans, working together to help treat a 

wide range of psychological and physical problems is 

well documented.  Equine therapy involves trust, respect 

and focus. Benita Zahn has more in Health First on a new 

program just for women. 

1/9/15 If you're looking for a new way to add excitement to your 

workout, Mike Wilber has more in Health First on a new 

kind of fitness routine that can help you tap into your 

inner drummer. 
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1/12/15 Many of you have been shivering for days. If you have an 

older adult in your life, bitter-cold temperatures can be 

especially tough for them. Emily Matson has tips in 

Health First to keep seniors safe. 

1/14/15 We're finding out if your children eat lunch after recess, 

they make healthier choices in the cafeteria.  Researchers 

found when kids ate after running around, they wasted 

less food and ate 54-percent more fruits and vegetables 

than those who had lunch first.  Kids are usually hungrier 

after recess and they're not rushing to finish eating so 

they can play more. 

1/19/15 In this afternoon's Health First story, scientists say they 

are developing a new antibiotic from soil and it's showing 

early promise.   Marnie Maclean has the details. 

1/20/15 We use our ears to listen and our tongues to taste.     

Scientists at Colorado State University are challenging 

those assumptions.  As Nick McGill explains in Health 

First, they have a new device to help the hearing 

impaired in a whole new way. 

1/22/15 Some inspiration if you have or know someone with an 

autistic child.  A young man with autism is competing 

today in the "first" Special Olympics snowboarding race.     

As Benita Zahn shows us in Health First, the sport has 

changed his life. 

1/26/15 Energy drinks are a regular beverage you can choose 

from at the gas station, right up there with soda and 

other caffeine drinks.  But we're learning they're not for 

your children.  In tonight's Health First, Holly Firfer tells 

us why. 

1/28/15 There is a new, non-invasive test for coronary artery 

disease. As Monica Robins explains in Health First, it's 

designed to help physicians develop the right treatment 

plan for each patient by using imaging technology. 

1/30/15 President Obama wants medical care to focus on your 

genetics.  He's calling the plan Personalized Medicine.  
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And at least one-million volunteers in the U.S. will have 

their genetic info collected to run the study.  The 

president plans to give 215-million dollars in his budget 

to this program which he says will hopefully better treat 

diseases and conditions. 

2/2/15 In today's Health First, the next super food. Ian Cull 

explains why athletes, health experts and foodies love 

broth. 

2/2/15 New details about the nutrition of those packaged snacks 

many of you feed your toddlers. The CDC found that 

many of the meals contain high levels of salt and sugar. 

In tonight's Health First, Jill Craig explains how this could 

lead to obesity and other health risks. 

2/5/15 A woman in Louisiana who suffered a stroke in May is 

now regaining her ability to talk through a special sound. 

Monica Grimaldo reports in Health First, how music 

therapy triggered Cathy Flowers to open her mouth for 

the first time. 

2/10/15 A brand new device is giving people with heart problems 

a better way to track how they're doing.     Tim Gordon 

explains in Health First, a wireless device allows doctors 

to collect information and adjust how the patient is 

treated. 

2/13/15 Having a career and a family is the balance women have 

tried to master for decades. We're learning new studies 

show women are waiting longer to have children, 

pushing the limits on their biological clock. In tonight's 

Health First, Megan Tevrizian followed one woman as she 

navigated her fertility options. 

2/17/15 New technology may be able to help fix a broken heart. 

We're talking about heart devices not relationships. 

Professor Charles Taylor started an artificial heart lab a 

year ago. Now his work will be presented on the big 

stage.  In Health First, Lauren McCoy explains how it 

works and how it may save lives. 
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2/20/15 Have you ever wondered what happens when you die?     

Researchers across the country are wondering that too.  

As Doreen Gentzler reports in Health First, scientists are 

trying to figure out what causes near death experiences. 

2/24/15 Too old for some children's hospitals but not quite ready 

for an adult facility.  UCLA Medical Center has created a 

special place for teens with cancer to heal.     Dr. Bruce 

Hensel explains in Health First, why many say this is 

crucial. 

2/27/15 In today's Health First, an equine therapy non-profit is 

opening its doors to veterans suffering from PTSD. As 

Lindsey Ward tells us, "Unbridled Change" has partnered 

with the VA to give trauma inpatients a hands-on way to 

heal. 

3/2/15 A tiny capsule with 4 cameras is helping sick dogs.     

And as Alsion Morrow explains in Health First, it's also 

revolutionizing veterinary technology. 

3/4/15 Think your day was stressful?  Imagine being a 911 

dispatcher.  They're dealing with emergencies, one after 

another.  To help relieve some of this stress.  Kyle Iboshi 

reports in Health First some dispatchers ares testing 

treadmills. 

3/5/15 The latest technology in prosthetics is helping bridge the 

gap between disability and ability with bionic and robotic 

limbs.  Keli Moore reports in Health First on a powered 

prosthetic foot in tested V-A hospitals. 

3/9/15 A Minnesota couple whose 4 month old daughter is 

battling a rare form of cancer is asking the public to help 

with one healing act. Lindsey Seavert has more in Health 

First on how they want people pay it forward. 

3/11/15 Americans spend billions of dollars every year on weight-

loss supplements. Today in Health First, Bob Hansen 

breaks down whether they're worth your money. 

3/11/15 There is a small but important study about highly 

aggressive brain tumors to tell you about tonight. Some 
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patients have been able to survive for years with cancers 

that often kill within months of diagnosis.  Erika Edwards 

has the details from Duke Cancer Institute in tonight's 

health first. 

3/13/15 Are you noticing you're paying more at the pharmacy? 

Analysts say it may be just the beginning.  As Meg Tirrell 

reports in Health First it's especially true for specialty 

medications. 

3/17/15 Imagine yourself at the gym working out when you 

suddenly see somebody collapse. Their heart stopped.  

Would you know how to start CPR or use an Automated 

External Defibrillator to get their heart going again??     

Fortunately for one man in Oregon, the answer from one 

of his friends was a resounding "yes."  Cathy Marshall has 

the story. 

3/20/15 There's a new treatment to help children with scoliosis--

- a sideways curvature of the spine that typically occurs 

before their "growth spurt."  In some cases, it can be so 

severe a child needs multiple back surgeries.  Doreen 

Gentzler has more in Health First on a device that stops 

the need for all those operations. 

3/24/15 When an emergency happens, you want someone who 

can make quick decisions.  As Mark Hiller reports in 

Health First, it could mean the difference between life 

and death. 

3/26/15 How would you like to be able to call, email or even text 

your doctor 24 hours a day?  It's possible with a new 

trend of concierge doctors. In today's Health First report, 

Sharon Epperson explains what that is so you can decide 

whether it's right for you. 

3/30/15 In today's Health First segment, despite being born with 

cerebral palsy, which is a disorder that affects movement 

and weakness in the muscles, one man is now reaching 

above and beyond his limitations. Monica Garcia shares 

his inspiring story. 
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3/31/15 Receiving an advanced cancer diagnosis can be 

devastating.  When it happened to a Minnesota woman 

diagnosed with colon cancer, she turned her focus on 

helping battle the disease through research and funding 

so others may someday benefit. 

  

  

  

  

  

SPECIAL HEALTH REPORTS (2-4 MINUTES LONG) 

  

1/7/15 The statewide flu epidemic has forced New Hanover 

Regional Medical Center to shut its doors to children.  

WECT's Janae Frazier spoke with health officials and joins 

us now with why the hospital is taking these precautions. 

State officials say 17 people in North Carolina have died 

from the flu. 
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IV.ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

NEWS 6 

  

  

 SPECIAL REPORT (3-7 MINUTES LONG) 

  

3/12/15 We're taking a closer look tonight at just what it takes to 

grow all the delicious fruits and vegetables our farmers 

plant each year.  Right now, state agricultural officials are 

making sure some beneficial bugs have an easier time 

doing their jobs.  In tonight's cover story, Bob Townsend 

looks at why certain insects are crucial to the food you 

eat. 
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V.CONSUMER ISSUES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

Today (Segments vary but are usually 3-7 minutes in length) 

Every Friday this program features ―Today‘s Money‖ with various 

experts discussing a wide variety of personal finance topics. 

1/6/15 Steals and deals. 

1/7/15 Kitchen gadgets for 2015. 

1/12/15 Coolest technology out of CES 2015. 

1/15/15 Meals & Deals: Dinner under $20. 

1/19/15 How to avoid travel pitfalls. 

1/26/15 Better Homes and Gardens‘ Best New Products Awards. 

1/30/15 How to sell your wedding gown. 

2/2/15 New ways to start over in your career. 

2/4/15 Jean trends for men and women. 

2/6/15 How to shop for wines this weekend. 

2/9/15 How to raise your real estate value. 

2/13/15 Quick Home Fixes with Lou Manfredini. 

2/16/15 Meghan Markle discusses 2015 Fashion Week trends. 

And tips to raise your real estate value. 

2/17/15 Home Improved: How to buy a washer & dryer. 

2/18/15 Home Improved: How to buy a refrigerator. 

2/19/15 Cold-weather gadgets. And Home Improved: How to buy 

a vacuum. 

2/20/15 Home Improved: How to buy a coffee maker. And how to 

sell your wedding gown. 

2/23/15 First ever underground bike park opening. And 

affordable spring break beach escapes. 

2/25/15 Futuristic kitchen gadgets. 

3/3/15 TripAdvisor‘s best beach vacations. 

3/10/15 Spring fashion trends. 

3/13/15 Tax tips with Jean Chatzky. 

3/18/15 Best home delivery. 

3/20/15 Working winter into spring outfits. 

3/24/15 Gadgets that make life easier. 
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3/26/15 Real estate do‘s and don‘ts. 

  

  

 

 

NEWS 6 

  

 CONSUMER REPORT (2-6 MINUTES) 

  

3/19/15 Helping people who have fallen on hard times, it's a 

multi-million dollar business. In New Hanover County 

alone, 256 million dollars went to welfare benefits last 

year.  Social Service workers tell us most of that goes to 

honest people. but others are defrauding the system.   

WECT's Ann McAdams investigates how that happens 

and how to stop it. 

  

  

 

YARD SALES (3-6 MINUTES)  

  

1/10/15 It's time for a look at some of the yard sales taking place 

today Saturday January 10th.  Just a few yard sales to tell 

you about. All of them are in Wilmington. The first one 

starts at 9am at 5577 Sycamore Street. That's off 

Wrightsville Avenue next to French Road.  There is 

something for everybody. Lots of kids stuff, antique 

chair, coffee tables, end tables, side tables, lamp, and 

lots more. If you want to head out earlier. A yard sale 

gets stated at 8am at 4501 Wrightsville. This is a 

church-wide yard sale to benefit the youth of Winter 

Park Presbyterian! Items for sale include, furniture, 

bicycles, golf clubs, and toys. There will even be a 

couple of church pews for sale! 

1/24/15 For today's yard sales only two to tell you about.     
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Starting in New Hanover County from 8:00 a.m. until 

12:00 p.m. there will be a yard sale at the Midway Qwik 

Stop located at 4505 Hwy 132 in Castle Hayne. There 

will be plants, ladies clothes, blankets, appliances, small 

furniture and other items.  Starting at 8:00 a.m. there's 

a moving sale at 726 Arnold Road Wilmington. There 

will be home and office items like tons of furniture, 

house wares, children items, yard stuff, weights, a surf 

board, chairs, desks, and cubicles. 

1/31/15 We have just a few yard sales taking place today 

Saturday January 31st.  Starting in New Hanover 

County...     from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. there's a multi 

family yard sale at 49 Pelican Point Road in Wilmington. 

I'm told they are clearing to the rafters so there should 

be lots to choose from. Starting at 7:00 a.m. there is a 

yard sale once again at Midway Kwik Stop located at 

4505 North College Road, Castle Hayne. There will be 

plants, ladies clothes, blankets, appliances, small 

furniture and other items for sale.  For a really early 

start the yard sale at 321 Cornwall Court starts at 6:00 

a.m. and runs until 3:00 p.m. 

2/7/15 These yard sales are for today Saturday February 7.     

Starting in New Hanover County from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m. There is a yard sale at Silver Lake Baptist Church. 

The address is 4715 Carolina Beach Road. There will be 

several different families selling a variety of items. 

Starting at 7:30 a.m. there's a yard sale at the Midway 

Kwik Stop at 4505 North College Road in Castle Hayne. 

Lots of different items including live and faux plants, 

and flowers. In Pender County from 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 

p.m. This is at 288 Merchants Circle in Hampstead 

Village across from Gogas. 

2/14/15 There's just two yard sales to share with you and these 

are both for today Saturday February 14th. Starting in 

Wilmington there's a yard sale from 12:00 p.m. to 
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5:00p.m. at 112 King Arthur Drive. Lots for sale 

including hand, power and yard tools, dining table with 

6 chairs and leaves, matching buffet and china hutch, 

some sterling silver pieces, 4 bar stools, book cases, 

single bed, end tables, game table, 4 chairs, lots of 

kitchen items, small appliances, Emperor grandfather 

clock and mantle clock, glass front curio, drop leaf 

table, hammock, costume jewelry, stamps, some 

uncirculated coin sets, Lionel and other trains / tracks 

and accessories, model cars (in original condition). 

2/21/15 These are for today Saturday February 21st. Our first 

yard sale starts at 8am in Crestwood Estates in 

Wilmington. Several homes are hosting yard sales on 

Ashford Ave, Crestwood Dr, Spring Branch, and 

Dandelion. You will find a stack-able washer & dryer, 

microwave, adult clothing, misc. household items and 

lots more. Our next yard sale is in Brunswick County 

starting at 7am in the backyard at 4847 Coastal Dr in   

Southport. Here you will find collectable items porcelain 

dolls, baby clothes, radial arm saw, weight machine, 

antique table, saw, gun cabinet, trampoline and much 

more.   

2/28/15 I'm Kim Ratcliff with a look at some of the yard sales 

happening today Saturday Feb 28. Our first yard sale is 

from 8:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. at 1928 S Churchill Drive in  

Wilmington. Items for sale include surf boards, bicycles, 

paintball gear, lamps, DVDs, school & amp; office 

supplies, household appliances, kitchenware, etc, 

books, art pieces, electrical items, lap top computers, 

televisions, XBox games. Then from 9:00a.m. to 

12:00p.m., there's a yard sale at 515 S 2nd Street in  

Wilmington. And no early birds! Here you will find lots of 

baby boy clothes, toys, equipment, books, household 

items, women's plus size clothing, furniture and more. 

3/7/15 All these yard sales are for today Saturday March 7th.     
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Our first yard sale is from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.  It's a 

community yard sale at Silver Lake Baptist Church. The 

address is 4715 Carolina Beach Road, Wilmington. 

There's another yard sale from 8:00a.m.to 12:00p.m. at 

8th and Wright Streets in Wilmington. It's in the Mt. 

Olive AME Church parking lot. There will be electronics, 

furniture, women, men and children's clothing, books, 

lawn care equipment, and hot dogs for sale. Also from 

8.00a.m. ‗til 12:00p.m., a yard sale at  Wilmington First 

Pentecostal Holiness Church.  The address is 2901 

Chestnut Street in Wilmington. 

3/14/15 These yard sales are for today Saturday March 14th.     

Our first yard sale starts at 7:00a.m. at 4202 Wilshire 

Blvd in Wilmington. This is a multi-family yard sale to be 

held at Pax Natura Academy. At least 3 families are 

participating in yard sale. There will be small furniture, 

clothes, kitchen accessories, home decor, and more for 

sale.  The next yard sale is at 707 Nut Bush Ct. That's in 

Saratoga Place off Harris Road in Wilmington. The items 

for sale include a couple of white cabinets, good for the 

garage, a painted wood desk with pull out for keyboard 

(it does needs refinishing), 8 foot commercial/classroom 

rectangular folding tables, communion dishes, etc. 

3/21/15 These yard sales are for today Saturday March 21st.     

Starting in New Hanover County from 8:00a.m. to 

1:00p.m. at 602 Barclay Hills Dr.  Right at the corner of 

Fairlawn and Barclay Hills Dr.  There will be lots of 

household and kitchen items, like pots, pans, dishes, 

lamps and furniture, plus a 5 piece patio set in excellent 

condition.  Next up 412 Heaton Place in the Middle 

Sound Loop area. This one is from 8:00a.m. to 

12:00p.m. Here you will find power and yard tools 

household items and clothing.  In Pender County from 

7:30a.m. to 1:00p.m. head to Coastal Landing at 16647 

Highway 17 in Hampstead. This is an Indoor multi-
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family yard sale with lots of furniture, clothing, etc. 

3/28/15 Here are some of the yard sales you sent in.  These are 

for today Saturday March 28th. Starting in New Hanover 

County, there is a huge benefit yard sale from 8:00a.m. 

to 3:00p.m. at 118 N Seaview Road.  It's the big white 

house at the very end of road. The benefit is to help 

raise funds for a volunteer who want to travel trip to 

Nicaragua with Amigos for Christ to help bring clean 

water. There will be clothing and miscellaneous items 

for sale.  Hoggard High School is having a benefit yard 

sale as well. This one is from 7:00a.m. to 1:00p.m. at 

the school. The address is 4305 Shipyard Boulevard in 

Wilmington. It's right across the street from Long Leaf 

Mall. 

  

  

 SPECIAL REPORTS (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

 

2/4/15 Can you think of five things you know you're wasting 

money on?  Maybe you can save a few dollars with these 

tips. We're finding out when it comes to banking, it's 

important to check your fees and shop around.  And 

instead of buying bottled water, invest in a filter and 

water bottle.  Make sure you read your insurance policy. 

You may be paying for protection you don't need. And 

switch out satellite or cable TV for a cheaper streaming 

service.  Also, check out generic medicines, with your 

doctor's approval. 

2/9/15 Last year, there were nearly 2000 foreclosure filings in 

our viewing area alone. While the foreclosure rate is 

declining as our economy improves, many of you are 

still struggling. Tonight, we want to tell you about a 

government program you may not know about - that 

has already helped hundreds of people here stay in their 

homes. 
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2/9/15 One of these cars on Oleander Road may be an Uber 

driver, giving someone a ride. The service is catching on 

around here, with many of you saying you prefer Uber 

over taking a cab. So we were surprised to get a call 

from an Uber driver who said Wrightsville Beach police 

told him Uber wasn't allowed there. WECT's Ann 

McAdams investigates why in tonight's Special Report. 

2/10/15 5PM News:  If you're just tuning in tonight, we have a 

special program going on. It could help you save your 

home if your in financial trouble. WECT's Ann McAdams 

is live from our WECT phone bank now.  It's a phone 

bank staffed with folks from the North Carolina 

Foreclosure Prevention fund. The fund was originally 

over a billion dollars in federal money set aside for 

states hardest hit by the great recession, including ours. 

2/10/15 6PM News:  Last year, almost 2000 of your neighbors 

went into foreclosure across Southeastern North 

Carolina.  The economy is improving, but many 

households are still struggling after losing their jobs 

during the recession, or suffering another hardship that 

put them behind on their mortgage. WECT wants to 

help. Tonight, we have a phone bank set up with staff 

from the North Carolina Foreclosure Prevention Fund.  

They have millions of federal dollars available to assist 

people in danger of foreclosure. One family they already 

helped: The Norton's right here in Wilmington. 

2/16/15 We have no doubt all contributed to it, but healthcare 

spending in the U.S. has grown to nearly three trillion 

dollars.  To help control escalating costs and improve 

your quality of care, the Affordable Health Care Act is 

targeting what it considers excessive and unnecessary 

hospital readmissions or return visits that could have 

been avoided with proper care either inside or outside 

the hospital. WECT's Casey Roman is live at New 

Hanover Regional Medical Center to explain how this is 
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impacting the hospital.  In the three years this program 

has been in effect, Medicare has hit thousands of 

hospitals with more than 200 million dollars in penalties 

annually. New Hanover Regional Medical Center 

included.  How the penalty works is complicated, if not 

downright confusing and it all hinges on on what 

happens to a patient in 30 days. 

2/16/15 Hospitals across the country are being penalized by a 

little-known part of Obamacare. New Hanover Regional 

got hit with a 900-thousand dollar loss from Medicare, 

from the Readmission Reduction Program. Casey Roman 

looks at one of the ways Hospital leaders are trying to 

improve care and avoid those penalties. It's tonight's 

Special Report. 

2/24/15 Here's a story that will keep you warm on this chilly 

morning.  An industry in the Port City is on fire! And it 

isn't tourism or film.  WECT's Kasey Cunningham and 

Photojournalist Mark Stebnicki give us an inside look at 

a business venture that's heating up for many here.  

Bo Perkins' journey into the world of hot sauce meant 

discovering-no sauce met his standards-yet. 

Discovering that delicate blend of fire and spice is a 

labor intensive process which requires all steps to be 

compliant with FDA standards. After and his wife bottle, 

label and wrap the top, they box them and put them 

into the hands of Tommy Cooper, owner & operator of 

Fire & Spice and resident hot sauce expert. 

 Tommy says hot sauce as we know it has been around 

500 years. North Carolina has a long history with hot 

sauce: 1929-Texas Pete was made in Winston Salem. 

And there's dozens of hot sauce creators from all over 

our area. Cooper stocks all their sauces in his shop. "It 

gives them a chance to grow and it's an investment in 

the community." 

2/26/15 Living along the coast, flooding is a major concern and 
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because of that risk you may have a flood insurance 

policy. But after the release of new flood hazard maps, 

rising water is no longer the biggest concern for some 

people in Topsail Beach. WECT's Lauren Rautenkranz 

tells us how the town is fighting back against what they 

say is a mistake that could drown hundreds of residents' 

finances. 

3/5/15 A development project you heard a lot about seven 

years ago is up and running again.  You may have seen 

the recent activity on River Road for the RiverLights 

development. In tonight's cover story, WECT's Kim 

Ratcliff takes a closer look at why it's taken so long for 

construction to start and what happens next. 

3/27/15 A warning to tell you about this morning.  Someone 

could be tracking your email.  Some programs allow big 

companies to send you emails, find out you opened it 

and even where you were when you did!  WECT's Jake 

White has details. 
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 MONEY MATTERS (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

 

 

1/1/15 

In today's Money Matters, companies will be ringing in 

the new year with more job openings. Careerbuilder's 

annual job forecast survey reveals the best employment 

outlook from the survey since 2006. It found more than 

one-third of employers expect to add full-time, 

permanent employees in 2015.  Salary increases, 

including raises for minimum wage workers, are also on 

the agenda of hiring managers. 

1/5/15 From your favorite burger to your cup of coffee, get 

ready to spend more money on everyday items at the 

grocery store. Because of the lack of rain, beef and 

coffee prices are expected to go up about 45-percent 

this year.  And when you use your phone to browse 

online, expect to pay more for data costs through most 

carriers.  Also, make sure you absolutely need to see a 

doctor.  Everything from insurance premiums to doctors' 

visits are expected to cost more this year. 

2/23/15 Target is cutting free shipping costs whenever you shop 

online. Now, you'll only have to spend at least $25 

instead of $50 to qualify for free shipping. Target says 

the cut follows a busy holiday shopping season where 

free shipping was offered. The store is also focusing on 

its online site to compete with Amazon-dot-com and 

Walmart. 

3/13/15 Next time you head to the grocery store, you might want 

to keep that written shopping list at home.  And scrap 

those coupons you clip because shopping has gone high 

tech.  Everything can now be found right on your smart 

phone.  WECT's Jake White fills you in on this new 

technology trend. 

3/24/15 Are you dying for a getaway but you just can't break 

away from work?   Well, you might want to consider a 
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"workation."  That's right...a growing number of workers 

are taking their tech and heading to paradise, at least 

for the short term.  WECT's Jake White has the story. 

  

  

  

  

   WECT INVESTIGATES (2-5 minutes long) 

  

2/2/15 We're keeping an eye on how local state facilities 

manage the items your money buys. We found that 

thousands of dollars of items end up lost, stolen or 

damaged. Our Ashlea Kosikowski has the details in this 

WECT Investigates report. 

2/2/15 Your smooth ride across town is interrupted by 

potholes. In less than a second, your car and your bank 

account can take a hit. A pothole can do a lot of 

damage. But depending on where it happened and if 

someone reported it, you might be able to get your 

money back.  WECT's Jon Evans has a look ahead to his 

special report, The Hole Truth. 

 

 

 

  

   SUNSHINE WEEK (2-5 minutes long) 

  

3/16/15 Open government is good government.  That's the 

concept of Sunshine Week - an annual event marking 

the importance of freedom of information.  In tonight's 

Sunshine Report, WECT's Ann McAdams has the latest in 

our ongoing coverage of New Hanover County spending. 

Our reports over the last 6 months have prompted 

county leaders to reconsider how they spend your 

money while traveling - and what documentation they 
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require to provide transparency. 

3/19/15 You've probably noticed that WECT has put a priority on 

investigative reporting over the last year, redoubling our 

commitment to following how your tax money is spent, 

and asking tough questions of local leaders.   We were 

one of 5 news outlets across the state recently asked to 

partner with WRAL in a Sunshine Week project, focusing 

on transparency in government. The assignment: to 

analyze the travel records of local officials who travel on 

the public dime.  WECT's Ann McAdams answers whose 

finances did you investigate?  Since we've already done 

some extensive coverage on the travel expenses of local 

counties and community colleges, we shifted our focus 

for this project to UNCW, The City of Wilmington, and 

New Hanover County Schools. 
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VI.POLITICS 

 

Today (Segments vary but are usually 3-7 minutes in length) 

2/9/15 David Axelrod discusses his book, ―Believer: My Forty 

Years in Politics.‖ 

  

 

Meet The Press (Sundays, 9:00am – 10:00am) (60 Minute program) 

 This one-hour network news program consists of three interview 

segments with guests of national and international political importance, 

followed by an expanded roundtable discussion at the end of each 

broadcast.  Discussions include the upcoming Presidential elections, 

campaign finance reform, the balanced budget, social security, 

abortion, welfare reform, foreign policy, etc. 

1/4/15 2014 was supposed to be the year the U.S. military finally 

left Iraq and Afghanistan for good.  But the rise of ISIS and 

a resurgent Taliban has left both countries in chaos.  

Chuck Todd speaks with the women who have the top 

three jobs in one of the 50 largest cities in this country. 

1/11/15 How were terrorist suspects known to French and 

American authorities allowed to commit the atrocities in 

Paris?  Mitt Romney says he‘s considering a third run for 

the White House.  What‘s behind this change of heart? 

1/18/15 Whatever happened to the West‘s strategy to dismantle, 

destroy, and disrupt all of the radical Islamist groups?   

1/25/15 A political crisis in Yemen, a new king in Saudi Arabia and 

ISIS on the move in Iraq and Syria.  Can America contain 

the chaos?  Is violence in the name of Islam really about 

Islam?  Plus, Republicans in Iowa: fired up and ready to 

go. 

2/1/15 With Romney out, the Republican field is now set.  Which 

candidates benefit from the Romney departure?  ISIS 

executes a second Japanese hostage.  Former defense 

secretary Robert Gates talks about the fight against the 

terror group.  And what more does the NFL need to do to 
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protect players from brain injuries? 

2/8/15 Crises from ISIS to Iran to Ukraine.  The Obama 

administration calls for strategic patience.   Chuck Todd‘s 

exclusive interview with Secretary of State John Kerry.  

Also the measles outbreak, the debate over government 

mandates like vaccines for children.  Is personal liberty 

being denied in the name of the public good?  Plus 

violence in the name of religion, as the world reacts with 

horror to the atrocities committed by ISIS.  Was President 

Obama right to point out Christianity‘s violent past? 

2/15/15 Terror in Denmark.  Two victims dead, plus the alleged 

shooter.  One target, a Swedish cartoonist on al-Qaeda‘s 

hit list.  He survived.  But a man shot dead outside a 

synagogue.  Also, fixing the VA.  What the agency‘s new 

leader has done.  What‘s still ahead, making sure veterans 

have the care they deserve.  Plus, one year out, we have 

brand-new numbers in the race for 2016 from the first 

three states that will start the voting.  Finally, Dana Carvey 

and the SNL effect on politics. 

2/22/15 Controversy over how President Obama talks about ISIS.  

After another week of unspeakable atrocities committed 

by ISIS, the threat abroad and the threat at home. 

3/1/15 The politics of security.  Is dysfunction in Washington 

jeopardizing our safety?  The Department of Homeland 

Security narrowly avoids a shutdown, temporarily.  

Republicans are now in control; are they ready to lead?  

Plus, 2016: The fight to become the conservative 

alternative to Jeb Bush.  And murder in Moscow.  After a 

critic of Vladimir Putin is shot dead.  Putin says he‘ll 

personally lead the investigation.  Can he be trusted? 

3/8/15 Hillary Clinton‘s e-mail trail.  Why did the secretary of 

state go around the government and set up a private e-

mail system?  And could the controversy damage her 

presidential ambitions?  Jeb Bush makes his case to 

Republicans in Iowa.  Our new poll explains why he has 
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big problems with conservatives.  Meet the Press goes to 

Selma, Alabama to see what has changed and what has 

not in the 50 years after Bloody Sunday.  

3/15/15 Why did 47 Republicans write to Iran‘s supreme leader?  

And why do some of them regret it now.  Plus, is Hillary 

Clinton too big to fail?  What the controversy over her 

emails could mean for her presidential bid and why some 

Democrats worry there‘s no plan B.  Also, the class divide.  

Are you really middle class?   

3/22/15 A one-time Middle East success story turns disastrous.  

U.S. troops withdraw from Yemen as the country descends 

into all-out civil war.  And the state of distrust.  Benjamin 

Netanyahu pulls to the right to win the Israeli election.  As 

he left the peace process in tatters, has he altered his 

country‘s relationship with the U.S. permanently? Plus, 

climate catastrophe.  Jerry Brown, the governor of 

drought-stricken California, and why there should no 

longer be a debate about climate.  Also, is Illinois the 

most corrupt state in the country?  As Aaron Schock faces 

a federal investigation.  Why have so many politicians 

from that state ended up in jail? 

3/29/15 Mass murder in the air.  The latest on that Germanwings 

pilot.  What medical conditions was he hiding?  And are 

changes needed in the way we screen commercial airline 

pilots?  Plus, talks on a nuclear deal with Iran reach their 

final hours. How the U.S. has been getting caught up on 

both sides of a proxy war between Iran and Saudi Arabia 

that could rip apart the Middle East even more, if that‘s 

possible.  Ted Cruz becomes the first to jump into the 

2016 race, hoping he can ride an evangelical wave to the 

White House.  Why evangelical may be more important 

than ever in choosing the next Republican nominee.  And 

speaking of Republican presidential candidates, why is 

one courting the survivalist crowd by suggesting it‘s time 

to stock up and hoard supplies? 
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NEWS 6  (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long)  

        

 CLOSER LOOK (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

1/6/15 It will be an historic day on Capitol Hill.  David Rouzer 

officially takes over for Mike McIntyre in the Seventh 

Congressional District seat, the first Republican in that 

office in decades. Thom Tillis also becomes the new U.S. 

Senator from North Carolina after defeating Kay Hagan in 

November.  WECT's Jon Evans & Justin Smith are in 

Washington, DC this morning, looking ahead at the big 

day. 

1/14/15 State lawmakers return to Raleigh today as the General 

Assembly gets back to business. Members will be sworn 

in and the House will elect a leader to replace Thom Tillis 

who's joined the U.S. Senate.  WECT's Justin Smith is at 

the Legislative Building with a preview of some of the 

issues facing lawmakers. 

1/14/15 Nearly all the candidates you voted into office in 

November are now on the job.  More than 150 State 

House and Senate lawmakers went back to Raleigh today, 

and after some short delays this morning, got busy doing 

the people's work.  WECT's Jon Evans and Justin Smith are 

anchoring our coverage from the General Assembly. 

  

  

  

POLITICAL NOTEBOOK (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

3/9/15 In the political notebook tonight, a liberal group files a 

second ethics complaint against Governor Pat McCrory.       

Progress NC Action filed a complaint, alleging Governor 

McCrory did not report trips in 2013 paid for by the 
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Republican Governor's Association.  The Governor's office 

says McCrory filed a supplement to his ethics form on 

Friday, reporting seven trips with estimated value of 

more than 13 thousand dollars. 

3/13/15 In tonight's Political Notebook, Representative Susi 

Hamilton is in our studio recapping the week at the 

General Assembly.  We've seen the story on the Historic 

Preservation Tax Credit. There are companion bills in the 

House and Senate. You're a sponsor.  So are Ted Davis 

and Ken Waddell. You also have it in your Omnibus 

Econonic Development bill.  The governor proposes to 

restore it in his budget.  What are your thoughts on 

whether it will happen?  Film Incentive Tax Credit": You 

propose re-instating it in your Omnibus bill.  Senator 

Lowe has a bill proposing re-instating it. Others, like Ted 

Davis, Frank Iler, Michael Lee & Bill Rabon filed bills to 

boost the film grant fund to 66 million. Competing bills 

good or bad for the effort? 
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VII.LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY & RECREATION 

 

NEWS 6 

 FIRST ACT (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

1/12/15 If you've ever been to play or musical in Wilmington, you 

know there are some great performers in our area.     

And Wednesday night many of them will walk the red 

carpet vying for Wilmington's version of the Tony's.     

WECT's Heather Setzler joins us now to explain what's in 

store for the Star News Theatre Awards. This is truly a 

glamorous night, party dresses, tuxedoes, but mostly it's 

a time for people on stage and behind the scenes to be 

recognized for the incredible entertainment they bring 

us. 

1/21/15 In tonight's First Act, turning the stage into a classroom.     

Pied Piper Theatre is performing its annual show just for 

kids.  This year, it's "Bossy on Broadway," where Bossy 

the cow leaves the farm to make it big on the Great White 

Way. Every year the company, with help from the Junior 

League of Wilmington, performs a show for local first and 

second graders. The kids are encouraged to sing along 

and help out the characters, something the cast says is a 

great way to start the day. 

1/29/15 In tonight's First Act, third time's a charm for Big Dawg 

Productions.  After two successful runs of "Hallelujah 

Girls" and "Dixie Swim Club" a few years ago, the 

company is getting ready to open a third show by the 

same writers. 

1/30/15 In this morning First Act, the Futrelle Sisters are throwing 

a wedding in true southern Texas style.  As they prepare 

for the elaborate ceremony, the gossip mill starts 

churning, leaving it doubtful if the bride and groom will 

even show up.  The cast believes you're sure to find a 
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character you relate to and can laugh along with. 

2/4/15 In tonight's First Act, two local theater productions are 

getting ready to open. First, Thalian Association 

continues its season with "Ring of Fire." This tribute to 

the man in black features dozens of songs by the 

legendary Johnny Cash. It's not a biography of Cash's life, 

but it does touch on moments through his songs.     A 

cast of 12 and an onstage band help the music come to 

life. "Ring of Fire" opens tomorrow at Thalian Hall and 

runs for two weekends. 

2/11/15 In tonight's First Act, two productions to honor Black 

History Month.  Techmoja is performing an original show 

that takes a close look at relationships.  "Love Songs" 

focuses on Vanessa and Eric who are struggling to save 

their declining relationship as Eric reunites with his first 

love. The story is told through R&B love songs such as 

Me and Mrs. Jones, Endless Love and Sweet Thang.  "Love 

Songs" opens February 19th and runs for one weekend at 

TheatreNOW in Wilmington. 

2/18/15 In tonight's First Act, a classic from the 70's and one 

from the 1600's.  Thalian Association Children's Theater 

is taking us back in time with the stage version of a 

popular TV series. "Schoolhouse Rock Live" is based on 

the educational program that debuted in the 70's and 

taught us about adjectives, interjections, government 

and more.  The show includes classic singalong songs 

like "Interplanet Janet" and "Conjunction Junction." 

"Schoolhouse Rock Live" opens Friday and runs for two 

weekends at the Community Arts Center in Wilmington. 

2/25/15 In tonight's First Act, a first look at Opera House Theatre 

Company's new show. The company is performing 

"Sweeney Todd." The Stephen Sondheim musical follows 

the title character as he returns to England after 15 years 

in prison to confront the judge who sentenced him. While 

plotting his revenge, he opens a barber shop and devises 
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a disturbing way to provide the main ingredient for the 

neighboring meat pie shop. "Sweeney Todd" opens 

tonight (Wednesday) at Thalian Hall and runs for two 

weekends. 

2/26/15 In tonight's First Act, TheatreNOW is already thinking 

green.  The company is performing a new, locally-written 

dinner theater show just in time for St. Patrick's Day. 

"Top O' the Morning' to Ya with Faith and Begorrah" is an 

Irish talk show similar to the Today Show's Kathie Lee 

and Hoda. Faith and Begorrah are on location in 

Wilmington with some "celebrity guests" in an effort to 

boost ratings so the show won't be canceled. "Top O' the 

Mornin' to Ya" runs Friday and Saturdays at TheatreNOW 

through March 21st. 

3/4/15 In tonight's First Act, two very different offerings from 

local theater companies. First up, at the Community Arts 

Center in Wilmington, a family-friendly production.     

"Robin Hood: A Tale of Two Hoods" is a twist on the 

popular story about the bandit who steals from the rich 

to give to the poor. In this version, two groups of outlaws 

are in Sherwood Forest, unaware of each other and that 

they're after the same evil targets.  The show opens 

tomorrow (Thursday) night and runs for two weekends 

with various production times. 

3/11/15 In tonight's First Act, bringing a popular 80s movie to the 

stage, Kathy Snow Productions is performing "Footloose."  

It is a musical based on the movie of the same name 

starring Kevin Bacon.  The show follows Ren, who just 

moved with his mother to a small town in the middle of 

nowhere with strict rules about what kids can do to blow 

off steam.  He falls in love with the minister's daughter 

and shakes things up when he suggests holding a dance.     

Footloose runs for two weekends at the Scottish Rite 

Temple on 17th Street in Wilmington. 

3/18/15 In tonight's First Act, taking comedy to another level, the 
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23rd level to be exact.  Big Dawg Productions is 

performing Neil Simon's play "Laughter on the 23rd 

Floor."  It was inspired by Simon's career as a writer for a 

weekly variety show that aired in the 1950s.  He based 

his characters on people like Sid Caesar and Mel Brooks, 

and even the narrator is an alter ego of Simon himself,  

who tells the story of the antics in the writing room. 

3/25/15 In tonight's First Act, two edgy comedies to choose from. 

First, at UNCW, a play called "Milk Milk Lemonade."     It's 

being performed as part of the Student Lab Series which 

produces shows that aren't typically staged.     "Milk Milk 

Lemonade" takes a darkly humorous look at some 

controversial topics, like homophobia, through the story 

of a young boy chastised by his grandmother for his 

effeminate ways and bullied by his neighbor. The show 

opens tomorrow (Thursday) and runs for one weekend at 

the Cultural Arts Building at UNCW. 

  

  

 LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT (2-4 MINUTES LONG) 

  

2/3/15 You can catch a glimpse of pirate history at the state 

Maritime Museum in Beaufort. A new exhibit has opened 

on the Queen Anne's Revenge, Blackbeard's flagship that 

sank off the North Carolina coast. WECT's Bob Townsend 

tells us, there are still treasures just waiting to be 

brought to the surface, if money can be found to retrieve 

them. 

3/6/15 Looking ahead to next week, lights and cameras are 

coming to downtown Burgaw.  "Under the Dome," the hit 

CBS TV show will be back in the town of Burgaw to film.  

Leaders tell us the show will be filming on March 16th 

and 17th around the courthouse and downtown area. 

3/26/15 You might have written them off in the past, but it's hard 

to ignore UNCW basketball now.  This past season, the 



 

 - 44 - 

44 

men's team played the post season for the first time in 

nearly a decade.  In tonight's Cover Story, WECT's Stacey 

Pinno takes a closer look at how the Seahawks went from 

the bottom to the top in a matter of months (no lower 

thirds). 

3/30/15 It's a popular spot for those of you who golf and for 

nearly six months it's had a new look.  The renovations 

at the Wilmington Municipal Golf course are going over 

well, not just because of the changes to the tee boxes 

and greens, but because of the "green" they're bringing 

in.  Tonight, WECT's Bob Bonner looks at just how 

profitable the course has been, and how it could impact 

your wallet moving forward. 
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My Turn/Your Turn by Gary McNair (WECT Editorials)   

(Length of segments vary from 1-2 minutes long) 

  

1/1/15 Wishes for the new year, 2015.  A new UNCW Chancellor 

with a focus on mission.  Minimum incidents & delays for 

Brunswick to Wilmington travelers.  More companies 

bringing more jobs to Wilmington.  Our elected leaders 

find a way to ensure long term success to our local film 

industry. Law enforcement and citizens work together to 

solve more crimes in our neighborhoods. 

1/3/15 Personal responsibility is the main way to deal with 

drinking and driving problem.  Stringent laws and strong 

punishment won‘t do it alone. 

1/6/15 City of Wilmington is close to finalizing a plan for 

homeless housing assistance and creating a new housing 

area.  It‘s not a shelter, but residents of Sunset Park feel it 

is.  These are rentals targeting low income elderly or 

veterans. 

1/9/15 WECT is kicking of a new community volunteer 

recognition project called the Jefferson Awards.  Looking 

for nominations for special people that have a lot of heart 

and passion for their volunteer efforts.  New winner each 

month, then 1 of the 12 winners will be chosen to 

represent this area at the national Jefferson awards in 

Washington, D.C. 

1/13/15 For the first time, we have a national champion of the top 

division in college football that was determined by a 

playoff system and a national championship game.  To 

make it better, should add another playoff round to 

increase the field to eight teams. 

1/16/15 When the president announced last week that he‘d like to 

see the first couple years of community college offered to 

people for free, many got excited.  But nothing is free.  

Someone has to pay for it.  And each state has to opt in to 
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the program.   

1/20/15 Got a lot of feedback on the story of a veteran, Mary Claire 

Caine, who found a nasty letter on her car for parking in a 

Veteran parking space.  The writer assumed she was not a 

Veteran, most likely because she is a woman.  Whatever 

the reason, it doesn‘t give someone license to be 

judgmental and mean. 

1/23/15 When a new chairman was elected to the New Hanover 

County Board of Commissioners, a previously planned 

discussion on how commissioners are allowed to spend 

tax dollars on travel now appears off the table.  The 

previous chair said he would bring it up once the new full 

board was seated.  But the new chair, says a travel policy 

isn‘t in the cards and there are no plans to talk about it. 

1/28/15 Lots of excitement on UNCW campus for the Seahawk‘s 

men‘s basketball team.  The team is playing with 

enthusiasm under first-year head coach Kevin Keatts…and 

they are winning. 

2/1/15 Wilmington entrepreneur, Count Foster Oliver, has found a 

way to stop texting and driving.  He‘s worked with a 

company in town to create an app that will disable your 

smart phone after you reach ten miles an hour or higher 

in your car.  The idea is for parents to download the app 

and make sure it‘s working on their teenagers‘ phones 

when they get behind the wheel. There are plenty of 

adults that could use that too. 

2/3/15 Guest speaker: New Hanover County Commissioner, 

Woody White—The way Commissioners and staff spend 

taxpayer money has been a hot topic recently.  Some 

Commissioners believe there should be no limits or 

oversight on their spending and that the rules we set for 

county employees should not apply to us.  This issue 

demonstrates a larger problem.  If Commissioners can be 

careless and spend any amount of your money on 

themselves, then how can they be expected to make 
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responsible decisions when deciding what your tax rate is, 

or how much money should go to the school system, the 

sheriff‘s office or the community college? 

2/5/15 The state has moved to a new grading scale for schools 

based on test scores and achievement.  Some people like 

it and many do not.  It can be jarring and even 

embarrassing if your child‘s school received a failing 

grade.  But the fact is we‘ve graded our schools for years 

with dozens of metrics.  This is the first time we‘re 

putting an easy to understand letter grade to it.  This is a 

call to action not just for the schools, but for parents and 

others who have a vested interest in the future of your 

children and generations to come. 

2/11/15 Debate continues over whether New Hanover County 

Commissioners should have the same spending limits that 

county staff has.  Three commissioners have gone on 

record with their opinion after last week‘s vote.  If you 

don‘t like their choice to not have limits, then keep this 

information in mind the next time you make decisions 

about who our leaders should be. 

2/12/15 There are three levels of lying and cheating.  So there 

should be different levels of consequences.  Where there 

is a victim involved, they should be severe. 

2/17/15 Not many topics have lit up the Your Turn mailbox like the 

subject of three New Hanover County Commissioners not 

wanting to play by the same rules as the other county 

employees when traveling on the taxpayers‘ dime.  And 

the interesting thing is that the commissioners who want 

to keep it that way don‘t have any support from the folks 

who are communicating with us. 

2/19/15 It wasn‘t intended to be public, but a letter from the city 

manager for Wilmington indicates that there is 

unprofessional behavior and a violation of policies taking 

place inside the police department.  The chief says he 

can‘t and won‘t talk about it or what‘s being done.  
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Basically, just trust him that it‘s being taken care of.  But 

in this case, hiding behind personnel law as an excuse 

and expecting trust to follow isn‘t going to happen.  In 

this case, a leader needs to explain in as general terms as 

possible what happened and what they‘re doing about it. 

2/24/15 We‘ve had a lot of violence in our community so far this 

year.  Overall, I feel safe in this community, but I‘m not as 

comfortable as I used to be.  The police chief recently 

noted that unless you are involved in illegal activity, your 

chances of being a victim of violent crime, while still 

present, are small. But at the same time, this is a good 

time for all of us to come together and figure out how to 

take this community back from the trouble makers who 

are starting to change the perception of this city. 

2/26/15 Sometimes government needs to get out of the way and 

let the community solve problems.  Brunswick County has 

a Streetreach program that has been in place for some 

time offering a warm shelter for the homeless in area 

churches.  Now it appears, in some convoluted way, this 

program will have a hard time continuing without new 

permitting.  Seems like it should be made easier, instead 

of more difficult, to offer this assistance…especially 

during the winter months. 

3/3/15 The City of Wilmington is ready to move forward with a 68 

million dollar project to enhance the old Water Street 

parking deck.  The city would be on the hook for 20 

million of that and city leaders say they have no plans to 

raise taxes to get this project done.  There is a small 

boisterous group opposing this.  Just a few years ago, the 

city was ready to put up 31 million for a proposed 37 

million dollar project to build a baseball stadium 

downtown for the Atlanta Braves.  People opposed that 

project loudly forcing a public vote where it failed 

miserably.  Where‘s the negative groundswell about the 

parking deck? 
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3/5/15 We received many responses about the editorial on 

Brunswick County throwing up roadblocks keeping 

churches from helping homeless during these cold nights.  

These emails were in consistent and compassionate 

agreement on this, disappointed in the government 

keeping these unfortunate citizens from getting help.  

Hopefully, this will make headway, but there is more 

ground to plow before the problem is solved. 

3/10/15 Your Turn—Donna Phelps (guest speaker)—For decades 

our churches statewide have opened their hearts, hands 

and doors to feed the hungry and shelter those in crisis.  

They have saved many in life threatening situations, and 

they have saved the counties money and manpower.  All 

for the betterment of the community.  However, in 

Brunswick County the churches are struggling to carry out 

their missions.  Due to governmental intrusion, it is a 

challenge for churches to provide any overnight 

sheltering, whether it be for youth lock-ins, families in 

crisis, or the homeless seeking refuge from freezing 

temperatures.  Some flexibility has been worked into the 

local regulations, but the guidelines are still too strict and 

burdensome on the churches.  Please come voice your 

opinion at the March 16th commissioners meeting. 

3/12/15 State Senator Bill Rabon wants to get rid of the office of 

Brunswick County Coroner.  There are only nine counties 

remaining in the state that have this elected position.  And 

law enforcement can refer to the medical examiner‘s 

office when needed.  But it doesn‘t appear anyone asked 

Rabon to do this.  He didn‘t confer with either the current 

coroner or any other elected officials in Brunswick County.  

Our news team was the first to alert those people to the 

bill that was filed this week.  General Assembly legislators 

say they‘re elected to serve their constituents, so who is 

Senator Rabon serving here? 

3/18/15 New Hanover County Commission Chairman Johathan 
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Barfield says the media needs to partner with the county 

and talk about the great things happening here.  Media 

partners with government in places like Russia and North 

Korea where it is forced by autocratic regimes.  In 

America, media is a watchdog, helping provide checks and 

balances in our democracy. 

3/20/15 This is Sunshine Week.  This is about shining light on an 

otherwise unknown situation.  We live in a country that 

allows great freedoms for speech and knowing what our 

leaders are doing with public money and resources. A lot 

of news stories are based on public documents that every 

citizen has a right to see.  But getting access to those 

documents are not always easy.  So this week, it is 

important to remember we all need to keep shining the 

light on those in charge and celebrate what our 

forefathers have done to afford us transparency in 

government.  

3/24/15 Shop local. By not sending yourmoney out of town or out 

of state, you help your local workforce and economy.  

State Senate Majority Leader Harry Brown seems to have a 

found a way to do this, even when you shop miles and 

miles away from home.  Brown is proposing the sales tax 

get redistributed from the populous parts of North 

Carolina to the rural counties.  What is the effect?  New 

Hanover County would stand to lose big under this 

proposal…13% of its sales tax revenue over a three year 

period.  The rest of our counties would actually benefit 

from the redistribution.  City leaders in Wilmington are 

worried and they have a right to be.  That sales tax helps 

pay for the officers to keep order and other infrastructure 

needs associated with the size of this community. 

3/27/15 We don‘t know how much the search for a new 

superintendent for Brunswick County schools cost.  But 

from the discussion on social media, it looks like the 

choice to keep interim superintendent Les Tubb will cost 
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some board members support from the community.  They 

contracted with an agency to run a nationwide search and 

pulled in 39 applicants for consideration.  But in the end, 

they only interviewed one in-house candidate.   

3/31/15 A recent NBC/Wall Street Journal Poll revealed something 

about politics that most Americans agree on.  89% of 

those polled feel pretty certain that politicians are looking 

out for their own political interest rather than the common 

interests of the citizens.  We really didn‘t need a research 

poll to figure that out.  It is obvious whenever there is an 

opportunity to make the opposition look bad.  They justify 

their own bad behavior by proclaiming the other side does 

it too.  It‘s no wonder nearly 90% of the people think the 

folks in Washington aren‘t really concerned about solving 

our country‘s problems.  You‘d think they would learn 

from statistics like this. 
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Public Service Announcements aired on WECT-TV and WECT-DT2 (Bounce 

TV) 
January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015  

 
 

WECT-TV airs public service announcements (PSA’s) on topics of interest to the 
communities it serves.  These PSA’s aired throughout the broadcast day on 
WECT. 
 
During 1st Quarter 2015, WECT aired a total of 1,724 public service 
announcements. 
 
During 1st Quarter 2015, WECT-DT2 (Bounce TV) aired 7210 public service 
announcements.  
 
Below are the public service announcements that aired during 1st Quarter 2015  
that targeted the community issues listed in this report. 
 
Crime/Safety: 
NCNG NCAB – NCNG Fire 
NHTSA – Seat Belt Safety 
US Forest Service – Wildfire Prevention 
Wildfire Prevention – Smokey’s 70th Birthday 
Wilmington Police Department – WPD Trust 
Wilmington Police Department – WPD Respect 
 
 
Children/Education: 
Foundation for a Better Life – Cafeteria A/K 
Foundation for a Better Life - Imagine 
Foundation for a Better Life – Reach A/K 
Foundation for a Better Life – Reading A/K 
NHTSA – Seat Belt Safety 
TMYK Emily Borromeo – Diversity  
TMYK Morales – Monitor TV Viewing 
TMYK Sweeney – Digital Literacy 
  
 
Health & Fitness: 
Active Heroes – Active Heroes Retreat 
American Heart Association – HBP_ Breakup 
DHHS – Alzheimer’s Questions 
Hope for the Warriors – Hope for the Warriors 
Susan G Komen – Komen Wilm Race 
TMYK Katlin Becker– Health Fitness 
 
 
Environment: 
Foundation for a Better Life – Annie’s Song 
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TMYK Sweeney - Environment 
Wildfire Prevention – Smokey’s 70th Birthday 
  
 
Politics: 
United Negro College Fund – UNCF Selma 
 
 
Local Entertainment Industry & Recreation: 
NC Travel & Tourism – Visit NC-Kayak  
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WECT Public Service in the First Quarter 2015 
David Toma, Marketing Manager 

 
 
   Along with airing regional and national public service announcements, plus 
community events during WECT News at Midday, WECT performed the following 
services in the first quarter of 2015.  
 
 

o WECT sponsored and promoted the Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 
(February) 

 
o Sponsored and promoted the American Red Cross Ball. 

 
o Promoted Jefferson Awards – Good Neighbors project. 

 
o Promoted local Junior League chapter’s Touch-a-Truck event to be held in 

April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


