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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD JULY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2015 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

 KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25AM 

 Regional Spotlight   Monday-Friday   8:55AM 

 KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Friday   9:00-9:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday  10:00-10:30PM 

 Face the Nation    Sunday (Jan.1-Feb. 8)  10:00-10:30AM 

 Face the Nation    Sunday (After Feb. 15)  9:30-10:30AM 

 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of 

news, weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this 

report range from 1 to 5 minutes. 

 CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events 

of the nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the 

nation.  These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

 CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

 CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

 CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and 

feature reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually 

are three to four minutes long. 

 CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 



This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented 

reports in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to 

twelve minutes long. 

 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2015 – Q3 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Local/State Government 

2. Weather and Its Effects 

3. Local Economy and Growth 

4.  Health Care and Healthy Living 

5. Agriculture 

 

LOCAL/STATE GOVERNMENT: 

Local governments are wrestling with funding sources, whether it’s for highways, parks, or 

general funds.  Several governmental units looked at new funding options ahead of their 

respective budget cycles.  Blue Earth County looked at a possible wheelage tax to fund roads, 

but we reported on July 7th that the county board discussed the $10/vehicle tax, but ultimately 

declined to pass the county-wide tax.  Nicollet County, however, did pass a wheelage tax on 

July 28th. 

The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners also looked to the state for funding some of its 

local parks and trails.  County officials had applied to have those properties classified as 

regionally significant with the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission, but 

learned on September 21st that no county parks or trails will be prioritized for state funding, as 

reported on KEYC News 12.  And as KEYC News 12 reported September 23rd, the state board 

met to further narrow the number of projects it was considering. 



On September 1st, KEYC News 12 reported that Brown County is looking for additional revenue 

sources by considering a levy of an extra half a cent tax to help with road construction projects. 

Blue Earth County is now working with the city of Mankato, taking over prosecutorial duties 

from the city.  On July 7th, KEYC News 12 reported that planning began to merge the city and 

county offices before the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners ratified the arrangement 

on August 25th, as reported by KEYC News 12. 

The city of North Mankato took steps to allow earlier liquor serving times on Sundays.  KEYC 

News 12 reported on July 7th the so-called “Bloody Mary Law” was passed by the city council.  

Another city council action of note was North Mankato’s approval of a plan to add a Mayo Clinic 

Health System facility in the city, as KEYC News 12 reported on July 21st. 

   

WEATHER AND ITS EFFECTS: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is very much based upon agriculture; and 

agriculture is very weather-dependent. 

By mid-summer, parts of the viewing area received too much rain, creating crop damage in 

some parts, as KEYC News 12 viewers saw on July 7th.  On that same day, local residents learned 

what was behind the significant amount of smoke and haze after that round of wet weather – a 

large Canadian forest fire had significantly reduced the air quality.   

On July 12th, a large storm roared through northern Minnesota, causing significant damage to 

camps and resorts.  KEYC News 12 looked at the impact it had on the resort industry on July 

15th and informed viewers when the Governor toured the storm-damaged area on July 17th. 

North Mankato also encountered some storm damage, and KEYC News 12 informed viewers 

about the city’s storm debris clean-up program on July 20th.  Storms that blew through 

southern Minnesota caused an appreciable amount of damage on July 24th, as well.  KEYC News 

12 brought viewers the video of tree damage in Steele County as well as damage to Vikings 

training camp on the campus of Minnesota State University – Mankato. 

Storm damage from June pushed Martin County officials to request state aid for storm clean-

up, as reported by KEYC News 12 on July 10th.  On August 5th, KEYC News 12 reported that state 

emergency management officials did grant that request. 

Through all of those events, KEYC News 12 Meteorologists kept viewers informed, forecasting 

those storms and helping them make decisions to keep themselves and their property safe. 

 



 

  

LOCAL ECONOMY AND GROWTH:   

The Greater Mankato economy continues to thrive and the unemployment rate continues to 

reflect that, as KEYC News 12 reported on July 16, August 20th, and September 17th.  While the 

numbers indicate a robust economy that is showing some signs of wavering, on July 15th, the 

President and CEO of Greater Mankato Growth indicated that the region’s diverse economy has 

insulated it from some of the economic factors that can cause trouble.  On August 20th, 

Jonathan Zierdt told KEYC News 12 viewers that Mankato’s economy remains strong among the 

state’s Metropolitan Statistical Areas. 

Another way KEYC News 12 addressed the state of the local economy was by telling viewers 

that Mankato remains among the top small cities according to Forbes Magazine on July 30th.  

Other ways that KEYC News 12 showed viewers that the local economy is expanding:  The 

Walmart Distribution Center opened with its 250 new jobs in the community on August 25th, 

and local costume shipper Fun.com sought 1,700 part-time workers for its busy Halloween 

season, as KEYC News 12 viewers saw on September 21st. 

Other ways KEYC News 12 addressed the local economy: a new sports arena for Marshall is 

funded by Schwan’s, as reported on September 14th.  Training camp for the Minnesota Vikings 

is a $5 Million boon to the Mankato economy every summer, and on August 12th, KEYC News 12 

reported that the city signed a 3-year extension to its agreement to host the team in the Key 

City. 

HEALTH CARE AND HEALTHY LIVING:   

Rural health care is a growing concern in our area, further evidenced by some of the stories 

addressed by KEYC News 12.  On July 24th, KEYC News 12 reported that a shrinking patient base 

and difficulty finding medical staff forced the closure of River’s Edge Clinic in the city of 

LeCenter.  River’s Edge Clinic also elected to close in St. Peter and merge with the Mankato 

Clinic - a significant change for the health care landscape in St. Peter, as KEYC News 12 reported 

on September 23rd.   

The city of Fairmont, however, will see a $3 million dollar expansion on to the Emergency 

Department at its hospital.  KEYC News 12 brought viewers the groundbreaking at Mayo Clinic 

Health System-Fairmont on August 13th.  And on September 25th, KEYC News 12 viewers saw 

Renville County’s brand new hospital, made possible by a number of local donors and 

companies. 



And for the area’s immigrant population, the Open Door Health Clinic brought on a Civil 

Surgeon, as KEYC News 12 reported on August 14th. 

Obesity and lifestyle choices continue to be a focal point for health experts.  On July 21st, KEYC 

News 12 reported that Minnesota ranked #1 in the nation in the Kids Count report, which looks 

at all factors that go in to raising healthy children.  On August 3rd, viewers learned about the city 

of Mountain Lake’s Active Living Plan, which brings about more walking trails and activities for 

residents to get exercise.   Brown County decided on August 18th to revise its E-Cigs ordinance 

to more closely match the smoking ordinance.  The mayors of Mankato and North Mankato 

encouraged residents to get outdoors and get active with their yearly Mayors’ Bike Ride, as 

KEYC News 12 viewers saw on September 16th.  However, Minnesotans received some bad 

news about its obesity rate just a few days later, on September 22nd – despite all of the farmers 

markets and walking trail programs created in the last decade, the obesity rate crept up, as 

reported by KEYC News 12.  However, the programs will continue, and on September 25th, KEYC 

News 12 brought viewers a story of how high school students are using art to encourage 

younger children to make healthier food choices and eat more vegetables. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

 

AGRICULTURE: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is dependent upon Agriculture.  Most of ag-

related news thus far in 2015 has been dominated by stories about the avian flu. KEYC News 12 

brought viewers news of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s launch of a wild bird monitoring 

program for avian flu on July 2nd, and then on July 7th, viewers learned about Jackson County’s 

plan to have an alternate poultry exhibit after all bird shows and exhibits were banned in the 

upper Midwest.  Also on July 7th, the USDA released its plan to deal with the flu’s expected 

return in the fall.  Three days later, KEYC News 12 reported that Iowa’s request for a Federal 

Disaster Declaration was denied.  The state of Iowa created its own program to deal with the 

clean-up in the aftermath of the bird flu, as KEYC News 12 reported on July 14th.  KEYC News 12 

reported on July 20th that the USDA declared the bird flu epidemic had passed for the season, 

one day before KEYC News 12 reported that an Iowa turkey farm was the first to be re-stocked 

after it was decimated by the bird flu.  KEYC News 12 viewers learned on July 24th that the 

USDA continued its bird flu research, before announcing on July 28th that it had paid $191 

million to producers forced to euthanize infected flocks.  KEYC News 12 also reported that the 

quarantine on Iowa birds had ended on August 4th. 



Farmfest, a yearly trade show dedicated to the agriculture industry, made biosecurity a priority 

in its presentations, which KEYC News 12 viewers saw on August 5th.  August 6th, the news 

department addressed livestock disease and its prevention, as presented at Farmfest.  Those 

lessons learned were shared with KEYC News 12 viewers on September 10th, as farmers talked 

about new protocols and biosecurity methods to mitigate any sort of epidemic or pandemic in 

livestock. 

Much of the agricultural-based economy is affected by commodity prices.  KEYC News 12 

addressed the high price of beef during the prime of grilling season on July 3rd.  KEYC News 12 

also spoke with local experts on the fluctuation of corn and soybean prices after prices plunged 

on August 12th.  Another ag-based industry, ethanol refining, has a major footprint on the local 

economy, and on August 19th, KEYC News 12 looked at how POET refining studied its own 

economic study on the area.  On that same day, KEYC News 12 viewers heard from experts on 

the future of the biodiesel industry during a local forum. 

KEYC News 12 kept viewers abreast with how local crops were progressing, with updates on 

July 13th, July 20th, July 27th, August 10th, August 25th, September 1st, September 16th, and how 

harvest had begun on September 22nd. 

Additionally, KEYC News 12 gave regular updates on corn and soybean crops from the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture outlook every Monday, giving local context from local Ag experts.  

KEYC News 12 also gives regular corn, soybean, and livestock updates on KEYC News 12 Midday, 

5, and 6. 

  

 

 


