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98.7 WEPN-FM, which is owned by and licensed to Emmis Broadcasting, is a “sports–talk” radio station broadcasting in 
the New York metro area, which carries ESPN Radio Network programming, as well as local programming furnished by 
New York AM Radio, LLC, pursuant to a time brokerage agreement. ESPN Network News broadcasts at the top of each 
hour. As a public service to the local community, traffic and weather updates are provided (3) three times an hour during 
morning drive (6A–10A) and afternoon drive (4P–7P). Additionally, if there is a breaking, non-sports news story of national 
or local significance, the station will break into its regularly scheduled programming and simulcast ABC News coverage.

The station devotes most of its broadcast day to discussion of current sports events and sports issues, including coverage 
of all tristate area teams (professional, collegiate and high school). Listeners from the tristate area are invited to call-in 
and offer their perspective on the various issues being discussed. ESPN broadcasts professional, collegiate and high 
school home games for several local New York teams.

PART 1: PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMMING & PSA ANNOUNCEMENTS

New York Sports and Beyond: Airs on Sunday mornings from 6A–7A, Hosted by ESPN’s Larry Hardesty.

New York Sports and Beyond is a weekly public affairs program that airs on ESPN New York 98.7FM and 
ESPNNewYork.com. The show’s podcast can be downloaded on ESPNNewYork.com and the ESPN Radio phone app. 
The show focuses on current topics dealing with public safety, community events, and issues affecting people both in and 
around the sports community. A community calendar is also presented making listeners aware of what special events and 
fundraisers are going on in the New York/New Jersey listening area.

Public Service Announcements:
During Fourth Quarter 2021, the station aired 604 30-second public service announcements, free of charge, in varying 
dayparts, from advertisers, advertising agencies, community groups and various “grass roots” community efforts. 

The station determined that certain issues were of particular importance to its listeners and its communities. What follows 
is a list of some of the most significant treatments of those issues during the fourth quarter of 2021:

 Health & Wellness 
 Foundations, Fundraisers, Charities & Non-profit Organizations 
 Community Matters & Programs
 Travel & Safety 
 Covid & Vaccinations
 Medicine & Physicians


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

10-17-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 2, 6:30A: Anthony discusses how he fought back from cancer on his spine, 
and right after he beat it, he had a serious motorcycle accident which sidelined him again, but he still managed to re-enter 
the ring and become a champion – twice!

10-24-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Dr. Rachel Boykan, pediatric hospitalist and 
Associate Residency Director for the Stony Brook Pediatric Residency Program. Dr. Boykan discusses health concerns 
for adolescents directly attributed to vaping and e-cigarette use. As an advocate for tobacco control she has partnered 
with the New York State Smokers ’Quitline to implement their Opt-to-Quit™ program, through which smokers can be 
referred from a hospital or clinic electronically to the Quitline. Dr. Boykan also works closely with the American Academy 
of Pediatrics to address smoking exposure in children and use of electronic cigarettes in teenagers.
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10-24-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 2, 6:30A: Dr. Boykan discusses what it is that makes e-cigarettes harmful 
in the first place as well as why manufacturers are targeting teens and adolescents for e-cig use. It seems like we’re 
seeing more youngsters using them than we ever did regular cigarettes.

10-24-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 3, 6:45A: The role of parents is greater than ever – how does a parent 
quitting cigarette use impact how a teen uses e-cigarettes?

11-28-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 3, 6:45A: Dr. Katz discusses how your diet can help prevent prostate 
cancer as well as improve your experience when undergoing treatment.  

12-26-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Lizette Simmons, licensed health and fitness 
coach. As the New Year approaches we reflect on changes we would like to make in our personal and professional lives. 
Learning to balance fitness and health with a busy lifestyle can be overwhelming and cause the “I’ll start again on 
Monday” mentality to resurface week after week. Lizette took years trying to figure out how to help others make sure they 
are consistent and motivated to reach their fitness goals for life, rather than just in random spurts of motivation. It’s not a 
diet, but a healthy lifestyle change.

12-26-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 2, 6:30A: So you want to change things in your personal life in the New 
Year? Larry is joined again by licensed therapist and trained life coach, S. Tia Brown, to navigate us through that 
process. It’s been a second consecutive rough year. We used to always stress the importance of reaching out to relatives 
and friends who are alone and now, we are more or less the ones who are alone!

12-26-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Do we put too much pressure on ourselves when it comes to 
resolutions? Why don’t people usually keep them? Because we all look at a checklist that we think will make us perfect, 
but unless we’re taking a realistic look and are willing to put in real work, it’s all a fantasy. We need specific and most 
importantly, attainable goals.

PSA Source: Stand Up to Cancer  
Dates Aired: 10/1 – 12/31
Number Aired:           134
Script:           Hi, I’m Oozo Adubah. If you’re a cancer patient in the U.S. and its territories or Canada, you may be 
able to help uncover the next breakthrough by sharing your patient data and unique experience with researchers around 
the world. My unique experience can make the difference of life and death to people in my community. It is in our stories 
and data that the answers can be found. I am proud to be a part of that group. Join stand up to cancer, count me in, and 
thousands of patients in this movement at standuptocancer.org.

PSA Source: Susan G. Komen  
Dates Aired: 10/21 – 10/31
Number Aired:           40
Script:           Every 2 minutes a woman in the U.S. is diagnosed with breast cancer. And in that split second her 
life changes forever. The toll of breast cancer is great. The need to support those who are battling the disease today is 
even greater. We’re fighting alongside patients because we know one moment can change a lifetime. United by hope, we 
can end breast cancer. Join our fight. Save lives.

FOUNDATIONS, FUNDRAISERS, CHARITIES & NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
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10-31-21 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 2, 6:30A: Alzheimer’s is not just a disease that attacks those of older age. 
It’s actually possible to suffer from it at ages prior to 65. Kathleen discusses instances of Younger-Onset Alzheimer’s. The 
2018 Walk to End Alzheimer’s is also discussed. Held annually in more than 600 communities nationwide, the Alzheimer's 
Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s® is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, 
support and research. The Alzheimer’s Association, New York City Chapter, sponsors four Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
events. The fourth and final walk is Saturday, October 27 at the South Street Seaport. Walks were held in Brooklyn, 
Staten Island and Queens earlier this season. The Manhattan walk will take place at the South Street Seaport, Pier 17 - 
Fulton and South Street.

11-7-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Repeat from Segment 2 on 10/31/21.

11-21-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: James Winans discusses the annual Thanksgiving Dinner at the 
Bowery Mission, how hectic the days leading up to the event remain. They will be outdoors on Thursday for the second 
year in a row as people can come by, pick up a meal and enjoy company and gifts. Over 200 turkeys will be cooked to 
spread love and dignity and to ensure people are cared for. 

12-5-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: It’s V Week! Larry is joined by Laura Grelck, Manager of 
Communications for the V Foundation. The 15th annual V Week starts November 30th and goes through December 12th. 
The V Foundation and ESPN have lots of exciting initiatives planned for the extended week, including #GivingTuesday, 
ESPN Roadblock featuring an inspirational message from the late Jim Valvano, UFC Fight Like Hell Night, The 27th 
annual Jimmy V Men’s Classic and 27th annual Jimmy V Women’s Basketball Classic.

12-5-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Laura discusses the Foundation awarding over $21M for cutting-
edge cancer research. Also, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the nation’s oldest intercollegiate fraternity for African-
American college men, is partnering with the V Foundation to combat inequities in cancer. APA’s Give and Go to Fight 
Cancer campaign encourages donations to the Stuart Scott Fund and supporters to go get screened for cancer.

12-5-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: We are #VStrongBaby: With the news of legendary ESPN college 
basketball analyst Dick Vitale’s cancer diagnosis, we are showing him support and encouraging others to do the same. 
We hear Jim Valvano’s legendary “Don’t give up, don’t ever give up” speech.

12-12-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Gary Bagley, Executive Director of New York 
Cares. Gary has been in his current role since 2004, during which they have tripled their annual service delivery, making it 
one of the Big Apple’s top nonprofits. In 1987, a group of friends became frustrated trying to volunteer. Calling places to 
find opportunities was slow. It was a challenge both for volunteers and the nonprofits that needed help. The answer? A 
centralized way of recruiting, training, and placing volunteers. And so, New York Cares was born! Since then, they've 
gone on to inspire hundreds of similar organizations across the country. Starting small with a few staff members, we’re 
now a seasoned nonprofit with 33 years of experience managing volunteers.

12-12-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: This is Year 33 of the famous New York Cares Coat Drive 
(remember the shivering Statue of Liberty ads?). New York Cares protects New Yorkers by distributing warm winter coats 
with care, but also by addressing essential needs such as hunger. In response to COVID-19, volunteers have distributed 
more than 50 million meals to New Yorkers in need—that's 10x more than the year prior. In the past, donations have 
helped more than two million New Yorkers receive a coat. This winter, when you donate $25 or more to the Coat Drive, 
you help distribute a brand new coat plus a week of meals to someone who needs it most. 

12-12-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Gary announces that he will be stepping down as Executive 
Director of New York Cares at the end of the year after 17 years with the program. He talks about his long tenure and 
what he’s been most proud  to have accomplished, pointing out that it’s impossible to do this line of work without good 
people who are passionate about helping others. He said the biggest challenge was becoming less Manhattan-centric and 
concentrating on helping out in all 5 boroughs.
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PSA Source: City Harvest  
Dates Aired: 10/1 – 12/26
Number Aired:           123
Script:           When you support City Harvest, you do more than just provide hundreds of millions of pounds of 
food to millions of hungry New Yorkers. You feed hope to a kid up in Parkchester. You feed confidence for a first in her 
family Queens College freshman. You feed a community of folks in Canarsie Park. You feed compassion for retired 
Staten Island nurses who continue to serve. You feed strength for office workers in Manhattan. When you support City 
Harvest, you feed good. Support us at CityHarvest.org.

PSA Source:           New York State Broadcasters Association
Products (3):           Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee 
Dates Aired:           10/1 – 12/31
Number Aired:           197

 11 Products
o Impaired Drivers - Summary: A drunk driver killed my dad. Impaired drivers take lives.
o Protect Your Child - Summary: Protect your child. Use the right car seat.
o The Right Seat - Summary: Let me ask: would you place your child in a car seat that’s not correct? 

Choose the correct car seat for your child.
o Pedestrian – Summary: Drivers and pedestrians. See and be seen. The instant you stop paying 

attention could be the instant you’ll always regret.
o Distracted Parent – Summary: Children learn from our behaviors. They learn what is ok from the 

adults they see. If you are a distracted driver, chances are they will be too.
o Army National Guard – Summary: America is kept safe because the Army National Guard responds, 

protects and supports our nation when it needs them most. Be there for your community and your 
country. Visit nationalguard.com to learn more.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Being in the Army National Guard is about more than serving 
your country. It’s about being there for your community when your neighbors need you most.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Serving part-time in the Army National Guard instills pride that 
you and your family will share.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Always Ready, Always There.
o Alzheimer’s Disease – Summary: The sooner you recognize the warning signs of Alzheimer’s 

disease, the sooner you could do something about it.
o Guard Hiring Days – Summary: Young adults are encouraged to 

visit www.nationalguard.com/hiringdays to see if they meet the qualifications, learn about job 
opportunities and associated hiring incentives, and connect with a recruiter in their area.

PSA Source:           New York State Lottery
Dates Aired:           10/12 – 12/26
Number Aired:           110
Script:           Keep your game grounded. Gaming is fun when you remember to play responsibly. Set a time limit. 
Set a spend limit. And remember the age limit because when money is your focus, it’s hard to play responsibly. To learn 
more about what it means to play responsibly, visit knowtheodds.org or if you need help now, call 1-877-8HOPENY.

COMMUNITY MATTERS & PROGRAMS

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.nationalguard.com/hiringdays&data=04%257C01%257Cebony.spears@espn.com%257Cf52897772a3c46d7900708d914893ea8%257C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%257C1%257C1%257C637563402494911009%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%257C0&sdata=owtdAD7lEXcmT7B9IY5O1/b8rHv6ksv04Pw8fisOSpo=&reserved=0
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10-17-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Anthony "The Dog" Dirrell, the 2-time 
Middleweight World Champion boxer from Flint, Michigan. Anthony discusses his journey both in and out of the ring, as 
well as how he’s giving back to his community, which has been in the headlines for a water crisis that has not let up at all 
in the last 5 years. Anthony comes from a legendary boxing family: his brother Andre Dirrell is an Olympic medalist boxer 
and also a pro fighter and his grandfather, Leon "Bumper" Lawson, was lifelong friends and the sparring partner of 
Muhammad Ali.

10-17-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Anthony is about to launch a campaign to raise $500,000 to build 
a state-of-the-art Boys & Girls Club at the site of ground zero for the water crisis in Flint. It also appears now that the 
water crisis happened on the side of Flint that is predominantly Black. Anthony hopes the new Club will serve as a safe 
haven for kids where academics, sports and wellness can thrive, and where they won't feel defined by dirty, deadly water 
in their city.

10-31-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Kathleen O'Reilly, Director of Development & 
Gregory Drapkin, Care and Support Program Coordinator for the Alzheimer’s Association. The Alzheimer's Association is 
the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer's care, support and research.  Their mission is to eliminate 
Alzheimer's disease through the advancement of research; to provide and enhance care and support for all affected; and 
to reduce the risk of dementia through the promotion of brain health. The NYC Chapter provides programs and services in 
Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan, Staten Island and Queens – free programs, support groups and online services for all those 
affected by Alzheimer's disease and other dementias.

10-31-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Kathleen and Gregory discuss programs offered by the 
Alzheimer’s Association NYC Chapter. The Alzheimer's Association- NYC Chapter offers a variety of educational 
programs and support groups to help increase knowledge and to offer a safe space for those affected by Alzheimer's 
disease.  These include but are not limited to Legal/Financial Planning, Understanding and Responding to Dementia-
Related Behavior, Effective Communicative Strategies, Living with Alzheimer’s for People with Alzheimer’s/Caregivers, 
and much more.

11-7-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Repeat from Segment 1 on 10/31/21.

11-7-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Repeat from Segment 3 on 10/31/21.

11-21-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Ahead of Thanksgiving, Larry is joined by James Winans at the 
Bowery Mission. As we approach the season of giving, the Bowery Mission goes into overdrive to face community 
challenges. James and Larry begin by looking back on Chuck Monts’s cross-country bike ride this summer to raise money 
for the Bowery Mission’s cause. James reflects on his life as a member of the Bowery Mission, dating back to his college 
internship to his 15-year run as CEO.

11-21-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Larry and James discuss how the challenges of homelessness 
affect adults and more jarringly, children. The Bowery Mission has offered a children’s program since the 1890’s.

TRAVEL & SAFETY

10-3-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Robert Sinclair of AAA Northeast. Robert 
discusses the increase of traffic and ridership on public transit, as we’re nearing pre-pandemic levels and the result leads 
to more traffic jams. Not helping matters is closures of rest-stops on the NY State Thruway.

10-3-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A:  Robert discusses the effects the pandemic has had on insurance.  
A recent AAA travel survey found Americans eager to take a trip, but wary of their plans being disrupted by the pandemic 
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and more often relying on travel insurance to protect their investment. More than half (55%) of American adults are 
planning a vacation of at least one overnight stay before the end of next year. Recent AAA travel agency bookings confirm 
the findings with trip reservations up 11% over 2019 levels. One third (31%) of travelers say they are more likely to 
purchase travel insurance for their trip, specifically due to the pandemic.

10-3-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A:  In the last five years more than 13,000 children under eight-years-
old have been injured in vehicle crashes statewide in New York despite strong laws requiring the use of appropriate 
restraints. AAA Northeast conducted this analysis to mark Child Passenger Safety Week to remind parents of the 
importance of proper restraint use for their children and safe driving habits. AAA Northeast’s analysis of statewide crash 
data from 2016 to 2020, found 13,000 young passengers injured, 552 seriously, with 27 losing their lives. The rest 
received moderate or minor injuries.

10-10-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A:  Repeat from Segment 1 on 10/3/21.

10-10-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A:  Repeat from Segment 2 on 10/3/21.

10-10-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A:  Repeat from Segment 3 on 10/3/21.

COVID & VACCINATIONS

12-19-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: COVID-19 is back on top of the news cycle with holiday 
gatherings and the Omicron variant making its presence felt. Larry is joined again by Dr. Jedan Phillips at Stony Brook 
University Medical Center, to discuss how New York has reinstituted mandatory wearing of facemasks to try and preempt 
some of the rising numbers in light of what happened around this time last year, where approximately 4000 people were 
dying a day (right now we’re near 1100). What do we know about the Omicron variant? It’s spreading rapidly and seems 
more infectious than the others. 
  
12-19-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A:  Dr. Phillips talks vaccinations and boosters, which again are a 
hot-button issue. Some in the medical profession have even chimed in saying they would avoid them. Is that frustrating for 
a doctor to hear? The danger of misinformation puts licenses to practice medicine in danger, to say the least. It’s 
important you have conversations with a real doctor and not “Dr. Facebook” and “Dr. Youtube”. 

12-19-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: What about options for those who CAN’T take vaccines? If you’ve 
had a severe allergic reaction to previous vaccines, or are allergic to specific ingredients in the COVID vaccines, or 
dealing with an illness or preexisting condition… the important thing to do is to involve your medical providers to find the 
specific option that works best for you. If you want, you can be monitored for an extended period of time to ensure you 
have no adverse effects. If you are NOT in that kind of situation, there is no reason to not get a booster.

MEDICINE & PHYSICIANS
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11-14-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Joshua Dines, MD, a leading orthopedic 
surgeon at Hospital for Special Surgery with expertise in understanding and treating sports injuries. Dr. Dines serves as 
an assistant team physician for the New York Mets, Orthopedic Sports Medicine Consultant for the New York Rangers 
and consultant for the LA Dodgers. He was previously the Doctor for the U.S. Davis Cup Tennis Team and now serves as 
a consultant for USA Tennis. Dr. Dines discusses the decision he made to follow in his father’s footsteps as an orthopedic 
surgeon and how seeing the patients ’gratitude toward his father and his own love for sports was a driving force. He also 
discusses the advances in medicine and technology and his own “weekend warrior” injuries that he’s currently recovering 
from. 

11-14-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Dr. Dines takes us through the various kinds of ACL injuries we 
always hear about – it’s a common injury in twisting or pivoting sports. Unlike UCL (elbow) injuries in which Tommy John 
surgery is not always necessary, since the ACL stabilizes a knee in connecting the femur and tibia, it always has to be 
repaired when torn. Even with a great surgery, a solid rehab is always necessary for recovery. 

11-14-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Larry and Dr. Dines discuss precautions the weekend warrior can 
take to avoid injuries and get back to work on Monday, and take a closer look at some prominent injuries in the 
professional athlete world over the last year or so. 

11-28-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: This morning we focus on prostate cancer. Dr. Aaron Katz joins 
Larry to discuss the #1 cancer in men. Dr. Katz is currently the Chairman of Urology at NYU Langone Hospital- Long 
Island and Professor of Urology NYU School of Medicine. Dr. Katz established and serves as the Program Director of 
Urology Residency Program at NYU Long Island School of Medicine. 

11-28-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Dr. Katz goes in depth on the newer treatment options for 
prostate cancer. Dr. Katz is recognized as an expert in the field of prostate cryosurgery. His pioneering work in advancing 
this technology helped Medicare approve the therapy for treating radiation-recurrent tumors.

PART 2: PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

The staff of ESPN New York has forged relationships with the local community in recognition of its obligation to the 
citizens of the tristate area. We participate in fundraisers for local organizations / charities / schools and build awareness 
by drawing area residents to these events. Support is provided by giving station “gift packs” when requested by 
community groups. They consist of ESPN’s promotional items (T-shirts, hats, etc.) and are provided to organizations free 
of charge to use as auction items, prizes and/or “thank you gifts” to persons who help staff the charity event. Various 
members of ESPN Radio, including on-air talent, will often attend charity events and represent the team at ESPN New 
York. 

NY Mobile Market
Location: New York, NY
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Details: Volunteers will be stationed at 3-4 market tables, each supplied with thousands of pounds of fresh produce that 
they will help distribute to eligible market-goers.

Thanksgiving Cards of Encouragement for the Homeless
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers will have the opportunity to create cards of encouragement for those who celebrate Thanksgiving but 
may not have friends & family. 

Cards of Encouragement for Veterans
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers are needed to write letters to and make cards for Troops who are deployed overseas.

Virtual Toy Drive
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers are needed to provide a child in need with the joy of a new toy.

Special Olympics Floor Hockey Tournament
Location: New York, NY
Details: Disney Volunteers are invited to join Special Olympics for a full day of Olympic-style floor hockey during their 
super-regional competition, the Peter Aquilone Floor Hockey Winter Classic. Athletes from the five boroughs and 
downstate New York will compete.

Holiday to Shop
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers are needed to purchase gifts for underserved children.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR      

Within the ESPN New York website, there is a “community calendar” feature. Visitors to the website can submit 
community events taking place throughout the tristate area. Events include school fundraisers, community performances, 
street festivals, concerts, free health screenings and more. These events are also frequently mentioned on air during NY 
Sports & Beyond. During Fourth Quarter 2021, there were no calendar entries due to the pandemic.


