
Issue VPR News - Story Narratives Air Date(s) & Length

Agriculture

Erica Heilman visited dairy farmers Stephen Russo and his son, also named Stephen, for 

her podcast and VPR feature, Rumble Strip. When schools and restaurants closed at the 

beginning of the pandemic, the milk industry lost some of its biggest customers. Stephen 

Sr.’s been farming for more than 36 years; his son has been working on the farm his whole 

life and hopes to take it over one day. Their survival strategy is to keep the operation small 

and simple. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered. 
Oct 11, 2020, 7:12, 7:50am 

and 6:20 pm

Agriculture

An orchard in Addison County was closed to the public after 27 farmworkers tested positive 

for COVID-19. All are workers at Champlain Orchards who traveled to Vermont from 

Jamaica to work on the farm under the H-2A visa program. Henry Epp learned what it’s like 

inside the outbreak. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Oct 8, 2020, 7:19; 7:50 am 

and 5:50 pm

Agriculture

A Westfield farmer at the forefront of local, sustainable agriculture has died. Jack Lazor, co-

owner of Butterworks Farm with his wife Anne, died Saturday, according to the company's 

Facebook page. He was 69. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Nov 30, 2020 , 4:42; 7:44 am 

and 4:45 pm

Agriculture

Vermont’s farmers markets had to make a lot of adjustments to operate safely during the 

pandemic. And as the 2020 harvest wraps up, VPR’s Howard Weiss-Tisman looked into how 

markets are determining what worked, and what didn’t during a very challenging season. 

Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Oct 7, 2020, 5:18; 7:44 am 

and 5:44 pm

Arts / Culture

On Safe & Sound, current Vermont music scene performers share their favorite Vermont-

made songs, local singers and bands with host Mary Engisch. Broadcast during 

Safe&Sound. 10/10/2020  4 mins; 6:00pm
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Arts / Culture
The COVID relief package that President Trump signed this weekend includes $15 billion for 

live music and theater venues. The news means some of the people who run bars, theaters 

and music halls across Vermont have a new source of hope that they will eventually be able 

to reopen. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered. Dec 28, 2020, 6:27

Arts / Culture

'Your Body's Alarm System': Vt. Puppeteers Teach Kids About Anxiety Worry is normal in 

healthy amounts, but this year, Vermont's younger students may be feeling more than is 

healthy. With the help of Vermont Family Network and some savvy puppeteers from Puppets 

in Education, some students in Vermont schools are learning how to not let worry and 

anxiety overwhelm them.
Dec 13, 2020, 5:19; 7:44 am 

and 5:44 pm

Arts / Culture

David Pilachowski joins Bennington Museum as its interim director beginning in early 

November. He spoke to VPR Mary Engisch about how the museum is serving patrons 

through COVID-19. Broadcast during Weekend Edition. Oct 15, 2020, 6:21; 8:35 am

Business / 

Economics

The National Restaurant Association says more than 10,000 food businesses across the 

U.S. have closed in just the past three months as the COVID-19 pandemic has brought 

tectonic shifts to the restaurant landscape. Restaurant owners and chefs in Vermont share 

what the future holds for their businesses, broadcast during Vermont Edition

Dec 16, 2020, 49 min 50 sec; 

12pm and 7pm 

Business / 

Economics

The Center for Cartoon Studies in White River Junction has been working on creating 

comics that present complicated information in clear and accessible ways. Last year, they 

put out a graphic guide to Democracy and Government. VPR’s Mitch Wertlieb & Sam Gale 

Rosen report on their new collaboration with a mental health organization in Ohio and with 

Mass. cartoonist Cara Bean to produce a new comic called Let's Talk About It , a graphic 

guide to mental health. Broadcast during Morning Edition. Oct 23, 2020, 8:30; 7:50 am

Business / 

Economics

About a month from now, Vermont lawmakers will kick off the 2021 legislative session, and 

incoming legislators are facing what might be the most volatile fiscal landscape the state has 

ever seen. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Dec 3, 2020, 4:47; 8:44 am 

and 5:44 pm

Business / 

Economics

VPR’s Howard Weiss-Tisman reports that the Brattleboro Retreat has announced it will lay 

off 85 employees in the next two months, and cut four programs: its addiction treatment hub, 

its addiction management program, the Mulberry Bush Independent School early learning 

center, and its K-12 school, called Meadows Education Center. Broadcast during Morning 

Edition and All Things Considered.
Oct 21, 2020, 4:39; 7:44 am 

and 4:44 pm
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Education and 

Schools

New Proposal Would Merge Accreditation Of Three Vermont State Colleges: It’s been quite 

a year for the Vermont State Colleges System. Back in April, then-Chancellor Jeb Spaulding 

surprised many with a proposal to close three campuses in the system. That was met with 

intense backlash; the proposal was eventually tabled and Spaulding resigned. He was 

replaced by Sophie Zdatny. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.
Dec 22, 2020, 8:35; 7:50 am 

and 4:50 pm

Education and 

Schools

They Should Make A TikTok': Getting COVID-19 Information As A Teen In Vermont: Staying 

on top of the latest news about COVID-19, and sifting through information online, can be a 

challenge — especially if you’re a teenager. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things 

Considered.

Dec 16, 2020, 5:27; 7:44 am 

and 5:44 pm

Education and 

Schools

Last week, administrators at the University of Vermont announced that they plan to cut 12 

majors, 11 minors and four master's programs from the College of Arts and Sciences. 

University leaders say persistent budget deficits and low enrollment in certain programs 

make these cuts necessary. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Dec 8, 2020, 8:02; 7:50 am 

and 4:50 pm

Education and 

Schools

COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Vermont and the health department has put a new 

protocol in place that will include the testing of all staff at Vermont's K-12 schools, on a 

rotating basis. This hour, we're joined by Education Secretary Dan French to talk about how 

the effort fits in with the state's surveillance testing, and how the state is working to preserve 

in-person learning. Broadcast during Vermont Edition.

Nov 23, 2020, 46:01; 

12:06pm and 7:06pm

Education and 

Schools

Now that Vermont schools have been back in session for four weeks, Special Education 

experts consider what the state is doing to ensure that all students have access to the right 

resources, whether in-person or remote, as well as the challenges and triumphs of working in 

special education during the pandemic, for both educators and families. Guests include 

Adam Tronsen, special education teacher at Mount Anthony Union Middle School in 

Bennington; Jacqueline Kelleher, State Director of Special Education; and Karen Price, Co-

Director of Family Support at the Vermont Family Network. Broadcast during Vermont 

Edition.
Oct. 20, 2020; 48:50; 

12:06pm and 7:06pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

Vermont schools have moved to Phase III of reopening, which means an increase in in-

person learning. And while the state has offered COVID-19 guidance for sports and other 

general school activities, it hasn't given many specific directions for arts programs. From 

outdoor singing to Zoom plays, school arts programs are adapting to the pandemic in 

innovative ways. Guests include North Country choral director Danielle Carrier; Lake Region 

theater director Johanna Pastel; arts coach Emily Titterton of Burlington’s Integrated Arts 

Academy; and Bill Prue North Country band director and president of the Vermont Music 

Educators Association (VMEA). Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things 

Considered.
Broadcast 10/14 at 7:44 am 

and 5:50pm; 6 min 36 sec
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Health Care / Public 

Health

Doctors are still discovering new health ramifications for those who contract COVID-19. But 

the isolation and fear associated with avoiding the virus, along with the economic hardship 

brought on by the shutdown of the economy are creating another set of challenges: anxiety, 

depression and a rise in substance abuse. The trends are further stretching mental health 

providers and worrying those who work in recovery. Broadcast during Morning Edition and 

All Things Considered.

Broadcast live on Tuesday, 

Oct. 20, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.; 

rebroadcast at 7:00 p.m.; 49 

mins

Health Care / Public 

Health
In recent weeks, eight of Vermont's eldercare homes have experienced outbreaks of the 

coronavirus, and the vast majority of the state’s recent COVID-19 fatalities have come from 

those events. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Dec 10, 2020, 6:19; 7:50 am 

and 5:50 pm

Health Care / Public 

Health

The number of opioid overdoses in Vermont continues to climb, and the isolation brought by 

the winter and the pandemic makes things difficult for those in recovery, and those trying to 

use safely. This hour, we talk about what it's like to be balancing the opioid crisis and the 

pandemic for those in recovery, and those who are helping people get to recovery. Broadcast 

during Vermont Edition.

Dec 14, 2020, 44:58; 

12:06pm and 7:06pm

Politics and 

Government 

Community health clinics across Vermont have dealt with unique challenges in addressing 

the coronavirus: determining when it's safe to open, how to encourage patients to get the 

care they need, ensuring patients a clinic is safe, and how to protect health care workers. 

Directors of two clinics discuss how they’ve been caring for patients and weathering the 

pandemic: Heidi Sulis, director of the Open Door Clinic in Middlebury; and Dr. Allan Ramsay, 

medical director of the People's Health & Wellness Clinic in Barre and former member of the 

Green Mountain Care Board. Broadcast during Morning Edition.
Broadcast 10/13 at 7:44 am; 

4 min, 36 sec

Politics and 

Government 

One southern Vermont town has voted to sue the state over pandemic public health 

restrictions. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

Dec 30, 2020 , 5:31; 7:44 am 

and 4:44 pm

Politics and 

Government 

Who Are Vt.'s Electors? And Other Questions About The 2021 Legislative Session: Health 

concerns associated with the coronavirus pandemic mean the 2021 legislative session will 

be quite different from previous years. But before lawmakers get together in January, 

Vermont's three electors to the Electoral College will meet in Montpelier on Monday, Dec. 14. Dec 13, 2020 , 9:14 

Politics and 

Government 

A government shutdown looms at the end of this week. Congress is expected to pass a one-

week stopgap measure to keep the wheels in motion while members continue to debate a 

more than $900 billion bipartisan coronavirus aid proposal. This hour, we talk with 

Representative Peter Welch about federal coronavirus aid, the presidential transition and 

other issues. Dec 9, 2020, 45:09

Politics and 

Government 
The town of Stamford held a community Christmas tree lighting ceremony Friday, in direct 

defiance of Gov. Scott's order not to congregate due to the coronavirus pandemic. Dec 7, 2020, 6:11
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Politics and 

Government 
Upper Valley Author Looks At What Happens When 'A Libertarian Walks Into A Bear': The 

town of Stamford held a community Christmas tree lighting ceremony Friday, in direct 

defiance of Gov. Scott's order not to congregate due to the coronavirus pandemic. Dec 4, 2020, 7:50

Politics and 

Government 

Terri Williams was recently elected to the Vermont House of Representatives for the Essex-

Caledonia district, which has exactly one representative. Independent producer Erica 

Heilman visited the freshman lawmaker at her house in Granby, and they talked in her 

garage during the first freezing rain this fall. Dec 8, 2020, 6:30

Politics and 

Government 

After President Donald Trump contracted COVID-19, many Americans were suddenly 

wondering, “What happens if the President dies?” Lt. Gov. David Zuckerman says 

Vermonters should be asking the same question about their own governor. Zuckerman is 

trying to unseat incumbent Gov. Phil Scott in November. But he’s also the person who would 

succeed him, if Scott were to become incapacitated or die. Zuckerman says Scott has 

excluded him from the administration’s COVID-19 response team, and he says Scott’s failure 

to keep his lieutenant governor in the loop could have dire consequences for Vermonters, if 

the governor is no longer able to fulfill his duties. Broadcast during Morning Edition.

Broadcast live on Thur. Oct. 

8, 2020, at noon; rebroadcast 

at 7 p.m. 46:16
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