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1. William Lastrapes, PhD, Professor of Economics, Bernard B. and Eugenia A. Ramsey Chair 
of Private Enterprise in the Terry College of Business at the University of Georgia

Professor Lastrapes led a study that suggests that eliminating $20, $50 and $100 
denominations of physical currency might benefit average US families.  He explained that 
although cash is popular, transactions are largely untraceable by the government and are 
sometimes used to pay for under the table or illegal goods or services. He believes that less 
cash means less tax evasion and that the government could theoretically reduce other taxes.

Issues covered: Length: 8:17
Government Policies
Economy

2. Nora Volkow, MD, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, part of the National 
Institutes of Health

Marijuana use continued to rise among college students over the past five years, and 
remained at historically high levels even among same-aged peers who were not in college, 
according to survey results from the 2020 Monitoring the Future panel study.  Dr. Volkow, who
has led the National Institute on Drug Abuse since 2003, discussed the potential reasons for 
the trend. She added that the survey found that there was also a significant increase in the 
annual use of hallucinogens such as LSD, and a significant drop in current alcohol use among
college students.

Issues covered: Length: 9:01
Substance Abuse
Government Policies

3. Sangeetha Abdu Jyothi, PhD, Assistant Professor in the Department of Computer Science 
at the University of California, Irvine

Prof. Jyothi said a severe solar storm could plunge the world into an "internet apocalypse" that
keeps large swaths of society offline for weeks or months at a time, by damaging long 
undersea internet cables that connect continents. She said that although coronal mass 
ejections are relatively rare, the global internet infrastructure is relatively new and its 
vulnerabilities remain largely unstudied. 

Issues covered:  Length: 4:54
Internet Infrastructure 
Technology
Business
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