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1. Chris Wimer, PhD, Senior Research Scientist at Columbia Population Research Center, 
Co-Director of the Center on Poverty and Social Policy at the School of Social Work at 
Columbia University

Prof. Wimer discussed his recent report that suggests that the percentage of Americans living 
in poverty may be underestimated by the official census. He explained that, while all official 
statistics apply the same rate of inflation to the income of people in all income brackets, his 
study proposes that inflation is much higher for people at the lower end of the income scale.

Issues covered: Length: 7:52
Poverty
Economics
Government Spending

2. David Owen, author of “Volume Control: Hearing in a Deafening World”

Millions of Americans suffer from hearing loss, and in most cases, it begins in youth. Mr. Owen
talked about the many health effects connected to hearing loss, including heart disease, 
diabetes, low birth weight, stress and cognitive decline. He talked about the most common 
everyday sounds that can gradually cause hearing loss, and why people avoid admitting they 
need a hearing aid or other help.

Issues covered: Length: 9:09
Hearing Loss
Aging

3. Robert Wilson, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychology and Cognitive Science, Arizona 
State University

Educational scholars have long recognized that there is something of a "sweet spot" when it 
comes to learning. Prod. Wilson led a study using artificial intelligence that determined the 
sweet spot is when failure occurs 15% of the time. Put another way, it's when the right answer 
is given 85% of the time. He explained what parents and teachers can learn from the study.

Issues covered: Length: 5:06  
Education
Parenting
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