
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

 

April 1, 2020  

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 
times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 
of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



Date: June 31, 2020               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 
actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 
necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 
noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 
reflect local programs that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 
pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

Eye Doctor on 
Contacts Etc.

4/1/2020 at 5:00pm
1:54

During this covid-19 pandemic... we have become more 
aware of every time we touch our nose or our mouth. 
But what about our eyes? 13 On Your Side's, Alana 
Holland tells us how not everyone can avoid touching 
their eyes. 

CDC: Coronavirus 
Strains

4/1/2020 at 5:00pm
1:21

There is still so much we don't know about the 
coronavirus... and how it spreads. But researchers are 
working hard at work, finding answers. 13 on your side 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego connects the dots.

Covid Heart Impact 4/2/2020 at 5:00am
2:40

As we continue to learn more about who is most 
susceptible to the impact of the coronavirus. We're 
finding out there should be particular concern for those 
who have heart-related problems. 13 On Your side 
health reporter Valerie Lego discusses these issues 
with a spectrum health cardiologist.

Dealing With 
Isolation

4/2/2020 at 5:00am
1:45

Suicide hotlines across the nation are seeing a spike in 
calls during the COVID-19 crisis. Many of you have 
seen tips on ways to deal with stress and isolation. But, 
what about those who were struggling before the 
outbreak? 13 On Your Side's Angela Cunningham is 
live this morning with that story.

Covid Patient Plasma 4/9/2020 at 6:00pm
1:45

A Michigan woman, who successfully fought off the 
coronavirus... is now hoping to help others who have 
been infected. She became the first patient in the state 
to donate plasma, after surviving covid-19. She made 
the donation in Grand Rapids, and 13 On Your Side's, 
Amir Abbas tells us what she said afterwards.



Hospital Overflow 4/9/2020at 6:00pm
2:00

With 21 thousand "cases"... and a thousand "deaths" 
from the Coronavirus in Michigan, another local hospital 
is preparing a separate facility for a potential surge of 
COVID 19 patients. 13 on your side Lakeshore reporter, 
Noah Fromson reports.

Protecting Your Ski 
After Washing

4/13/2020 at 5:00pm
:35 & :20

By now you know one of the best ways to protect 
yourself from covid-19 is to wash your hands – a lot. 
But all that scrubbing can make your hands very dry. 
Doctor Melissa {pill-ee-ong} Piliang, at the "Cleveland 
Clinic", says you can keep hands germ-free *and* soft, 
but you have to choose your products wisely. She 
recommends using a moisturizing soap and rinsing with 
cool water. Hot water can wash away healthy skin oils, 
leaving us dry and uncomfortable. It's also a good idea 
to apply moisturizer right after washing, which can help 
seal in moisture. If you're prone to very dry skin, she 
says skip the lotion and go straight to heavier creams or 
ointments. Dr. Melissa Piliang/Cleveland Clinic "Look 
for a good, thick, moisturizer. You want to look for a 
cream, a balm, an ointment, something that is thick and 
a little bit hard to spread, that provides more moisture 
into your skin." Doctor {pill-ee-ong} Piliang says another 
thing you can do if you have really dry hands, is wear 
gloves whenever you do anything with water – like 
washing dishes or cleaning.

Antibody Test 4/16/2020 at 5:00pm
2:23

We all wonder when life will return to normal – and the 
covid-19 pandemic slows down. One indicating factor to 
determine "when"... anti-body tests. 13 On Your Side's, 
Alana Holland, spoke to a West Michigan doctor, who is 
one of the first in the area... to offer the testing.

Nurse Fired 4/21/2020 at 5:00pm
1:50

A Muskegon County nurse says he was fired because 
he spoke to the media, about a lack of personal 
protective equipment. Justin Howe worked at Hackley 
Hospital... and spoke to us about the equipment issues 
last month. 13 on your side's Jon Mills has more now 
on these new developments.

Covid and Asthma 4/21/2020 at 5:00pm
3:25

Living with asthma during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Asthma sufferers can do some things to protect 
themselves….

Covid Strokes 4/22/2020 at 5:00pm
3:15

COVID-19 is linked to an uptick in strokes. A local 
health expert shares his thoughts on blood thinners for 
those infected with the virus….

Covid Heart Issues 4/23/2020 at 5:00pm
2:00

The coronavirus pandemic has led to hospitals 
postponing "non-emergency" procedures and making 
more room for potential Covid patients. But there's also 
a major drop in visits to emergency rooms, which 
doctors say is concerning for people who could be 
having a heart attack or a stroke. 13 On Your Side's, 
Noah Fromson has more.

Latest Michigan 
Numbers

4/27/2020 at 5:00pm
1:00

Today, Michigan reported its lowest, daily case count in 
over a month. 432 more positive coronavirus cases 
were reported in the last 24 hours. That’s in addition to 
92 more deaths. We also learned this weekend, that 
more than 8-thousand people in our state have 
"recovered" from the virus. Governor Whitmer says 
we're not "out of the woods" yet, but health officials are 
cautiously optimistic. Here in West Michigan -- 13 
people have died in Muskegon County from covid-19... 



that's in addition to more than 230 positive cases. In 
Ottawa County -- 191 positive cases have been 
reported... and 9 people have died from the virus there. 
Kent County is reporting the *most* deaths... with 34. 
That's in addition to 11-hundred positive cases.

Sewage 5/4/2020 at 5:00pm
1:01

It sounds gross but sewage could be a key to fighting 
the coronavirus. Researchers at “Rice University” and 
“Houston Health” Department are studying wastewater, 
as an early sing of the spread. 13 on your side Health 
Reporter Valerie Lego connects the dots.

Proning 5/5/2020 at 6:00pm
1:11

We’ve told you about drug trials to treat Covid-19. But 
now we’ve learned that a very simple method could 
save lives without any medicine. 13 On Your Side's, 
Valerie Lego connects the dots.

National Nurses Day 5/6/2020 at 5:00pm
4:05

It's national nurse day and today we are celebrating the 
nurses of West Michigan. 13 On Your Side Health 
reporter Valerie Lego recently talked with four nurses 
working the front lines during this COVID 19 pandemic.

 CDC: New Strain 
Study

5/7/2020 at 5:00pm
1:15

We’re learning more everyday about Covid 19 including 
whether there could be multiple strains. Some of which 
may be more dangerous than others. 13 on your side 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego connects the dots.

Child Vaccine Rates 
Drop

5/11/2020 at 5:00pm
:26 & :24 

As families are abiding by statewide 'stay-at-home' 
measures, national data is showing that many children 
are missing out on crucial vaccines. Experts believe 
fears about covid-19 are likely keeping many parents 
from bringing their children in for important 
immunizations. Doctor Kimberly Guiliano at the 
Cleveland Clinic says children, especially the very 
young, need to stay on schedule with their 
immunizations. "They do not have the immunity that the 
rest of us have, and there are other diseases out there 
right now, other than COVID. Measles exists in the 
community, pertussis exists in the community, and 
these diseases can be fatal to children." If parents are 
unsure about bringing their child to the doctor's office – 
for any reason – it's always best to call first.

Kawasaki Disease 5/11/2020 at 6:00pm
:40

West Michigan is reporting its first suspected cases of 
Kawasaki disease. It's suspected, but "not" confirmed, 
that the illness is linked, to covid-19. There are three 
cases in west Michigan in children under the age of ten. 
A doctor from Helen DeVos Children's hospital 
discussed the disease with health reporter, Valerie 
Lego.

Mental Health 
Month

5/13/2020 at 6:00am
3:00

Meredith: May is Mental Health Awareness Month. 
People who have never struggled with mental health 
challenges before are being hit hard by economic 
uncertainty and isolation during this pandemic.  I spoke 
with Arbor Circle therapist Adrianne Prentiss regarding 
the signs and symptoms of anxiety and depression, and 
what we can do to address them.

CTD: Public 
Bathrooms

5/20/2020 at 5:00pm
1:20

We've talked about the new protocol’s businesses will 
likely have to follow whenever they re-open. 
But there's one thing we haven't touched on. What 
about the "bathrooms", inside those businesses?
13 on your side health reporter Valerie Lego Connects 
the Dots.

CTD: Swimming 5/25/2020 at 6:00am
1:35

It's Memorial Day - and if you plan to head to the beach 
- you probably won't be getting in the water. But as 
summer draws us to pools and beaches - should you 



be worried about catching COVID-19? 13 ON YOUR 
SIDE's Health Reporter Valerie Lego connects the dots.

CTD: Protest and 
Covid

6/1/2020 at 5:00pm
1:16

The protests across the nation have often been large, 
with people packed together pretty tightly.
It's got some worried that the demonstrations may be 
helping spread covid-19. 13 On Your Side Health 
Reporter, Valerie Lego connects the dots.

Covid Testing 6/10/2020 at 5:00am
:35 & :41

The coronavirus has hit minority communities especially 
hard.  According to Michigan health officials--black 
people make up    "14 percent" of the population, yet 
OF THOSE WHO'VE DIED FROM THE VIRUS, 40 
PERCENT ARE BLACK. Health officials say minorities 
are often at a disadvantage to seek treatment because 
of insurance costs, lack of transportation and language 
barriers. One way to combat the problem is to increase 
testing in some of the most vulnerable communities. 
That's why Metro Health is launching new mobile 
testing sites.

Separation Anxiety 6/18/2020 at 6:00am
3:20

As life begins to return to a new normal and parents 
head back to work and other activities outside the 
home...you might find your family dealing with a new 
issue-or perhaps revisiting it again. Separation anxiety. 
I spoke with Dr. Nicole Beurkens earlier this week about 
the signs of separation anxiety in children and how to 
manage it.

MFB Virtual 
Treatment

6/24/2020 at 5:00pm
2:20

A young Veteran from Hudsonville, served eight years 
in the military, with two tours in the Middle East. 
And when he finally returned home, he was confronted 
with another personal battle. 13 On Your Side's, Sarah 
Makuta tells us about the hi-tech treatment that helped 
him recover.

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Covid 19 Scams 4/1/2020 5am 1:45
As the world 
continues to battle 
the COVID-19 
pandemic naturally 
there's a lot of 
uncertainty. 
 Scammers are 
aware and trying to 
take advantage of 
that. 13 On Your 
Sides Shanna 
Grove joins us now 
with what to avoid.

Fraud 
Complaints

4/10/2020 6:00pm 2:15
Law enforcement 
agencies across the 
nation are 
responding to 
financial scams, all 
tied to the 
coronavirus 
pandemic. Federal 



prosecutors have 
put out warnings 
about several 
developing scams. 
Economic stimulus 
checks, they say, 
will be a favorite 
target. 13 On Your 
Side's, John Hogan 
talked to West 
Michigan's top 
federal prosecutor 
about what to watch 
out for.

Domestic 
Violence

4/20/2020 5:00pm 2:00
Police everywhere 
are risking their 
health to continue 
protecting 
communities. 
And in Ottawa 
County, they're 
having to deal with a 
spike in domestic 
violence calls during 
the pandemic. 13 
\On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter, 
Noah Fromson 
reports.

Crime Rate and 
Covid

4/21/2020 6:00pm 1:30
With people staying 
at home, during the 
coronavirus 
pandemic, certain 
"crimes" appear to 
be down, like 
shoplifting. But there 
are some offenses 
that are on the "rise" 
locally... based on 
information from 
Silent Observer. 13 
On Your Side's John 
Hogan talked to the 
executive director 
about the 
"complaints" Silent 
Observer is seeing.

Ottawa Cnty 
Child Abuse 

Cases 

4/27/2020 5:00pm 1:35
In Ottawa County, 
domestic violence 
calls have spiked 
..during the stay-at-
home order. 
At the same time, 
children and family 
advocates say 
"referrals" for child 
abuse, have 
plummeted. 
13 On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Noah Fromson 
explains.



Lawsuit Against 
Whitmer

5/6/2020 5:00pm 1:36
It's their response to 
the governor's 
extension of the 
state of emergency 
over republican 
objections. 
They say the 
governor's 
extension is 
unlawful. 13 On 
Your Side's Emma 
Nicolas joins us with 
what lawmakers on 
both sides of the 
aisle are saying 
about the lawsuit.

Kentwood 
Shooting

5/12/2020 6:00am :30
We continue to 
follow developing 
news out of 
Kentwood.
Silent Observer is 
offering up to a 25-
hundred-dollar 
reward... for 
information leading 
to an arrest in a 
double homicide. 
two men were found 
dead at the Paris 
Estates Mobile 
Home Park last 
Friday night. 
They've been 
identified as 37-
year-old {aye-nar} 
Einar Villarreal and 
35-year-old Nicholas 
Zepeda. Police have 
not made any 
arrests. If you have 
information, call 
Kentwood police or 
silent observer.

Assault Arrest 5/15/2020 5:00pm 1:35
Investigators in 
Muskegon Heights 
say an infant was 
severely injured 
early this morning... 
they believe her 
mother did it. 13 On 
Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills, also 
learned... a man in 
the home on 
seventh-street was 
also injured.

Covid and Meth 5/26/2020 6:00pm 1:55
Drug trafficking 
continues amid the 
coronavirus 
pandemic. And 
while opioids are still 



a problem, federal 
investigators say 
methamphetamine 
remains the most 
prevalent. 13 On 
Your Side's, John 
Hogan has a look.

GR Riot Latest 6/1/2020 6:00am 2:15
We're entering Day 
2 of the aftermath 
from this weekend's 
riots in downtown 
Grand Rapids. The 
city has declared a 
State of Civil 
Emergency and 
enacted a 
mandatory 48 - hour 
curfew in Grand 
Rapids. The first 
night - is just ending. 
Our Angela 
Cunningham joins 
us live with the 
latest developments.

Rioting Arrests 6/2/2020 6:00pm 2:00
Back to the unrest in 
West Michigan. Two 
people are now 
charged for their 
roles in weekend 
riots that caused 
hundreds of 
thousands of dollars 
in damage in 
downtown Grand 
Rapids. At the same 
time, Silent 
Observer is 
stepping-up efforts 
to bring those 
responsible to 
Justice. 13 on your 
side's John Hogan 
explains. 

GRPD Policing 6/16/2020 6:00pm 1:27
Last week, the city 
of Grand Rapids 
announced reforms 
to the city's police 
department. The 
proposed changes 
are in response to 
the outrage, over 
police brutality 
across the country. 
Today, city leaders 
went over the 
reforms, which do 
"not" include any 
defunding of the 
police department. 
13 On Your side's 
Emma Nicolas 
reports.



Cornelius 
Fredericks 
Homicide

6/24/2020 6:00pm 1:30
We are following 
breaking news right 
now related to the 
death of a 16 year-
old boy at Youth 
Home in Kalamazoo 
County. Cornelius 
Fredericks, died 
after being 
restrained at the 
Lakeside Academy 
in late April. Less 
than an hour ago-- 
the prosecutor's 
office announced 
charges against 
three people... after 
the Medical 
examiner ruled the 
case... a homicide. 
Juliet, as you 
mentioned the death 
is now ruled a 
homicide.
Kalamazoo county 
prosecuting attorney 
Jeff Getting 
announced charges 
against three people 
not long ago and 
called the death a 
tragedy beyond 
description…..

GR Shooting 6/26/2020 5:00pm 1:15
Grand Rapids police 
are looking for the 
person who shot 
and killed a man 
early this morning. It 
happened around 
three o'clock in the 
13 hundred block of 
Muskegon avenue, 
on the city's 
northwest side. 
Police have not yet 
identified the victim. 
13 On Your Side's 
Emma Nicolas 
talked with 
neighbors about 
what happened 
overnight.



Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic 
slowdown. Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of 
fuel. Here’s a look at some business issues for the 2nd quarter of 2020

Program Date Time Duration Description

State 
Lawmakers

 
4/1/2020 6:00pm 1:45

The city of Grand 
Rapids has 
cancelled public 
meetings because 
of the coronavirus 
and the need for 
social distancing. As 
communities adjust 
to the governor's 
"Stay Home Stay 
Safe" executive 
order, government 
leaders are getting 
"creative" with "how" 
they do business. 13 
On Your Side's John 
Hogan explains.

Lansing Drive in 
Protest

4/15/2020 5:00pm 1:49
Now back to what 
the protestors 
described as 
"Operation 
Gridlock." People 
from across the 
state drove to 
Lansing and were 
urged to stay in their 
cars while circling 
the state capitol. 
They wanted to 
send a clear 
message to 
Governor Whitmer 
that they think her 
executive order 
goes too far. 13 On 
Your Side's Noah 
Fromson followed 
some of those 
protestors from 
Lowell to Lansing.

Whitmer 
Interview

4/16/2020 6:00pm 1:05
More than one 
million people in 
Michigan have filed 
for unemployment 
benefits. The 
businesses they 
work for have either 
reduced their 
operations or shut 
down, completely.  
This is going to 
leave a big revenue 
hole for the state 



come budget time.  
Earlier today, I 
asked Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer 
about that eventual 
shortfall and how 
she plans to deal 
with it.

Gardeners VS 
Governor

4/20/2020 6:00pm 1:40
Governor Whitmer's 
stay-at-home orders 
have sparked 
several federal 
lawsuits.... including 
by the Michigan 
Nursery and 
Landscape 
Association.
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan talked 
with an association 
member about what 
they hope to 
accomplish.

Whitmer Town 
Hall

4/23/2020 5:00pm 1:55
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer took part in 
a town hall this 
afternoon, to 
discuss the tough 
times facing 
restaurant workers. 
As we know, many 
have been laid off 
during the 
pandemic. 13 On 
Your Side's, Amir 
Abbas is live in Kent 
County with more on 
the help available 
for those workers.

Bike Repair 
Shops

4/27/2020 6:00pm 1:51
It's a big, re-opening 
for many Michigan 
bike repair shops as 
they try to make up 
for sales missed 
amid their COVID-
19 shut-down. 
13 On Your Side's 
Kylie Ambu, shows 
us how these 
business owners are 
getting back on their 
feet.

Beauty School 
Help

5/1/2020 5:00am 2:30
Meanwhile small 
businesses are 
trying to stay afloat 
and keep 
employees on the 
payroll. 13 On Your 
Side's Angela 
Cunningham joins 
us live to show us 
how one local 



businesses owner 
refuses to give up.  

Small Businesses 
Struggling

5/4/2020 6:00pm 2:06
While some 
business are able to 
open up to the 
public, others are 
struggling to stay 
afloat by offering 
curbside service or 
delivery. And there 
is growing concern 
among some 
business owners 
that they won't be 
able to bounce 
back. 13 On Your 
Side's Alana 
Holland talked to 
local shops - doing 
the best they can.

School Budget 
Crunch

5/13/2020 6:00am 1:45
The economic 
impact of the 
coronavirus could 
significantly impact 
future funding for 
the state's schools. 
13 On Your Side's 
Shanna Grove has 
details on a dire 
warning about the 
state's budget, at a 
time when schools 
are having to spend 
more money.

Newaygo 
Protest

5/19/2020 6:00pm 2:15
She’s opened-up 
the UP and northern 
Michigan, but why 
not the rest of rural 
Michigan? This man 
wants *all* small 
businesses in 
downtown Newaygo 
to reopen on 
Thursday. Of 
course, that would 
be a violation of the 
governor's covid-19 
restrictions. But 
some business 
owners have no 
intention of 
supporting the 
event. And as 13 On 
Your Side's, Kylie 
Ambu explains, it's 
causing some 
confusion.

MI Drinking 
Districts

5/25/2020 5:00pm 2:25
The pandemic has 
also been hard for 
restaurants and 
bars. But a new bill 
introduced into the 



Michigan house 
hopes to give them 
a boost by creating 
a new way to make 
money. 13 On Your 
Side's, Alana 
Holland tells us all 
about social drinking 
zones.

Virus for Private 
Schools

5/27/2020 6:00am 1:30
Schools across the 
country are seeing a 
significant drop in 
funding, in light of 
the pandemic. 
This morning -- 
Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos, 
backing a 
controversial policy. 
It would route 
millions of dollars in 
federal coronavirus 
relief -- to private 
schools. 13 On Your 
Side's Shanna 
Grove explains the 
growing 
controversy.

Gov. Whitmer 
on Covid & 

Protest

6/1/2020 5:00pm 2:00
Now, the other big 
story of the day.
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer has *lifted* 
the state's stay-at-
home order. 
Michigan 
restaurants can re-
open for dine-in 
service as soon as 
next week. 13 on 
your side's Kylie 
Ambu joins us now 
live from ____..  
They can re-open. 
But there are 
definitely still going 
to be restrictions.

GR Biz Cleanup 6/2/2020 6:00pm 2:10
A Grand Rapids 
business owner 
reopened her store 
last week, after 
being closed 
because of the 
pandemic.  Days 
later, rioters 
smashed the 
windows, and 
destroyed her 
merchandise. 13 On 
Your Side's Kylie 
Ambu spoke to her 
about what 



happened and 
what's next.

Whitmer 
Economy 

Reopening

6/5/2020 6:00pm 2:11
It's been a difficult 3 
and a half months. 
but tonight there 
more signs Michigan 
is winning the battle 
against covid-19. 
Governor Whitmer 
announced hair 
salons and fitness 
centers in northern 
Michigan can 
reopen. and soon it 
will happen here 
too. The state is 
divided into several 
regions. six and 
eight are traverse 
city and the upper 
peninsula. On June 
10th, people living 
there will be able to 
get their hair cut, 
nails done, and 
workout at the gym. 
Regions 2 and 3 -- 
Grand Rapids and 
Kalamazoo -- will 
soon follow. 13 On 
Your Side's Sarah 
Makuta starts us off 
tonight.

Allendale Statue 6/16/2020 6:00pm 2:05
A civil rights group 
wants Allendale 
township to remove 
this statue, which 
includes a 
confederate soldier. 
The group says the 
statue has a number 
of images offensive 
to both black 
people, and u-s 
combat veterans. 
Right now it's 
displayed at the 
Allendale 
Community Park on 
68th avenue. 13 on 
your side's Kylie 
Ambu has the 
township's response 
to the group's 
demands.

Chamber Covid 
Relief

6/22/2020 6:00pm 2:00
Applications opened 
today for a covid-19 
business relief fund 
in Kent County... 
The county 
contracted with 
Grand Rapids 



Chamber to 
administer the 
funds. But-- several 
community business 
leaders say the work 
behind the fund 
should lead to a 
larger conversation 
around equity. 13 
On Your Sides, 
Emma Ncolas 
explains. 

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description

GVSU Football 4/1/2020 6:00pm 1:40
For the first few 
days of the 
pandemic, most 
sports fans did not 
think the 
coronavirus could 
have an impact on 
the "football 
season".  But as 
each day passes, 
the possibility of that 
happening 
continues to rise. 
And as Mike Lacett 
reports, that makes 
preparing for the 
upcoming year, very 
difficult.

School Closing 
Legal Issues

4/3/2020 5:00pm 1:39
Now that students 
won't be going back 
to their schools, 
there are a lot of 
questions about 
curriculum, childcare 
and food assistance. 
And as 13 On Your 
Side's, Amir Abbas 
explains, districts 
could face a number 
of legal challenges 
in the coming 
weeks.

Special 
Education 
Distance 
Learning

4/6/2020 5:00pm 1:30
School systems all 
over the state are 
ramping up online 
learning - if they 
haven’t already - 
now that we know 
in-person classes 



are canceled for the 
rest of the year. 
That's hard enough.  
But, it's especially 
hard on special 
education students, 
their parents and 
their teachers….

College 
Admissions

4/10/2020 6:00pm 2:15
The end of the 
month is usually 
when most high 
school "seniors" 
decide where they'll 
be going to college 
in the fall. It's also a 
time when "juniors" 
get serious about 
their search. 
But as 13 On Your 
Side, Lakeshore 
reporter Noah 
Fromson explains, 
COVID-19 has 
thrown a wrench in 
the process, and 
local Universities 
are having to adapt.

Student Film 
Festival

4/16/2020 6:00am 1:45
Schools might be 
closed for the 
remainder of the 
year, but one West 
Michigan district has 
come up with a way 
for kids to still get 
creative and 
collaborate. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE'S 
SHANNA GROVE 
tells us what Sparta 
Public Schools has 
organized, for 
students around the 
world. 

Ottawa WIFI 
Buses

4/24/2020 6:00am 2:15
School districts 
across the country 
have had to rapidly 
change the way they 
educate students, 
going from in-
classroom 
instruction to remote 
learning nearly 
overnight. And while 
hours of prep have 
gone into virtual 
curriculum, it's all for 
naught if students 
don't have internet 
access. That's why 
the West Ottawa 
Public Schools 
District is rolling out 



a very special fleet 
on Monday…..

Colleges and 
Covid

5/4/2020 5:00pm 1:22
Colleges and 
universities have 
overcome a lot in 
the last few months. 
a sudden switch to 
online learning. 
virtual 
commencements. 
the next challenge 
will be the fall 2020 
semester. 
13 On Your Side's 
Emma Nicolas 
explains what plans 
schools are already 
making.

Teaching From 
Belize

5/7/2020 5:00pm 1:54
The COVID 
pandemic is - of 
course - global.  And 
while we are - 
understandably - 
concerned about our 
families and our 
communities... other 
places and people 
need help, too.  A 
West Michigan man 
in another part of 
the world knows that 
very well. Matt 
DeYoung does 
mission work in 
some of Belize's 
poorer areas.  Areas 
also being hit by 
wildfires. The 
DeYoung Family 
moved to Belize 
three years ago.  
They've adopted 
several Belizian 
children. He still 
teaches for Grace 
Christian University.   
And now, most 
days... they are 
feeding as many 
people as they can.

Education Cuts 5/13/2020 5:00pm 2:00
Senator Wayne 
Schmidt, the chair of 
the education 
budget sub-
committee, says the 
cuts will likely be 
anywhere from 20 to 
25 percent. 13 On 
Your Side's Emma 
Nicolas spoke with 
leaders of local 
districts about what 



cuts of "this" size  
would mean for 
schools.

OML: A 
Teacher’s 

Farwell

5/19/2020 6:00pm 2:50
Learning hasn’t 
happened inside 
Coopersville’s south 
Elementary School 
in more than two 
months but that 
didn’t stop a teacher 
from learning a final 
lesson, she’ll never 
forget in our 
Michigan Life…..In 
Coopersville, Brent 
Ashcroft, 13 On 
Your Side. 

Virus Aid for 
Private Schools

5/27/2020 6:00am 1:30
Schools across the 
country are seeing a 
significant drop in 
funding, in light of 
the pandemic. 
This morning -- 
Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos, 
backing a 
controversial policy. 
It would route 
millions of dollars in 
federal coronavirus 
relief -- to private 
schools. 13 On Your 
Side's Shanna 
Grove explains the 
growing 
controversy.

Unemployment 
for Grads

6/4/2020 5:00am 1:45
With unemployment 
reaching historic 
rates, the job market 
does not only 
include those who 
have recently lost 
their jobs but also 
recent college grads 
are looking to enter 
the workforce. 13 
On Your Side's 
Shanna Grove has 
tips to help them 
navigate through 
this tough time.

High School 
Football Camps

6/8/2020 6:00pm 1:50
It's not clear if there 
is going to be a high 
school football 
season this year but 
many teams here in 
West Michigan are 
acting like there will 
be. Mike Lacett has 
a look at what 
they're doing and 
what they "won't" be 



doing, the first time 
they hit the field in 
the next few weeks.

GRPS Budget 6/15/2020 6:00pm 1:02
Leaders in the 
"Grand Rapids 
school District" are 
meeting today, to 
discuss a massive 
projected budget 
"shortfall". The 
state's School Aid 
fund is short more 
than a "billion" 
dollars-- caused by 
the statewide 
shutdown, Now, 
local districts have 
to plan to make 
cuts. 13 on your 
side's Nate Belt 
joins us Live from 
Grand Rapids.

Return to School 6/18/2020 6:00am 1:00
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer IS ALSO 
QUITE OPTIMISTIC 
-- Michigan schools 
COULD resume in-
person learning 
THIS FALL. THERE 
will be strict safety 
measures in place. 
although we don't 
know *exactly* what 
those will be yet. 
Whitmer said she is 
working closely with 
the 'Return to Learn 
Advisory Council' 
and health care 
leaders. On June 
30TH, the governor 
will issue an 
executive order, 
along with a detailed 
document called 
"Michigan's Return 
to School 
Roadmap."

GRPS Budget 
Town Hall

6/22/2020 5:00am 1:45
Grand Rapids Public 
Schools is in one of 
the worst budget 
situations ever. 
Today, district 
leaders will try to 
rally the community 
for support. GRPS is 
hosting a virtual 
town hall. Our 
Angela Cunningham 
is live this morning 
with what's at stake.




