
 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

January 1, 2020  

April 1, 20  

July 1, 20  

October 1, 20  

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 
this station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 
and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 
local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



Date: March 31, 2020               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 
actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 
necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs 
are noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents 
also reflect local programs that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10.  Safety
11.  Youth



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES
The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address 
local issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  
Specific episodes and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are 
listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or 
network)

Top Medical 
Innovations

1/2/2020 at 5:00pm
2:02

The new year holds promise and hope for many -- 
especially those fighting illness and disease. 13 On 
Your Side Health Reporter, Val Lego has more on the 
top ten, up-and-coming medical break throughs, which 
are expected to impact the "future" of healthcare.

How to Fight the 
Flu at Home

1/3/2020 at 6:00pm
1:18

As the holidays wrap up, flu season often starts to pick 
up. Children are going back to school and people are 
headed back to work. And while Michigan is still on the 
low activity level, there are more states in the red or 
high activity levels than a month ago. The C-D-C 
estimates that so far this season there have been at 
least six-point-four million flu illnesses. We know about 
washing your hands and getting the flu shot. But now 
you can get help fighting the flu from the comfort of your 
own home. 13 On Your Side reporter, Nina Desarro 
show us how your smartphone is playing a part.

Michigan Flu 1/6/2020 at 6:00pm
:30

Now to a health alert... on the spread of the flu in 
Michigan. The C-D-C now says there is widespread flu 
activity in our state.  As a result, some hospitals are 
restricting visitors. Mercy Health is asking people not to 
visit if they have fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, 
nausea, vomiting, body aches or diarrhea. Meanwhile, 
Ascension... which runs 14 hospitals in Michigan, also 
has restrictions on visitors. You can find more 
information about these restrictions, by visiting our 
website 13 on your side-dot-com.

Kids & Edibles 1/6/2020 at 6:00pm
1:40

"It's very concerning as a healthcare provider, this is a 
public health threat and problem, nationally" According 
to Spectrum Health, several adults a *day* are coming 
in to the E-R after consuming marijuana. And with 
children, it's a whole different story. Within the last five 
to seven years, doctors in West Michigan say there's 
been a significant increase in the number of children 
who are admitted because of accidental exposure to 
pot. 13 On Your Side's, Nina Desarro spoke to A 
Spectrum Health E-R doctor "and" medical toxicologist 
about the dangers of "children" and marijuana.

Michigan Flu 
Season

1/7/2020 at 5:00am 
1:45

The number of flu cases continue to mount across 
Michigan, this morning. Medical experts are forecasting 
one of the worst flu seasons in years, causing some 
hospitals to take-action. 13 Angela Cunningham is live 
and on your side, this morning, with a closer look at the 
situation.



Behavioral Health 
Forums

1/7/2020 at 5:00am
:25

This week, you'll have a chance to weigh in on how the 
state can strengthen its behavioral health system. A 
forum is scheduled this Thursday at the Eberhard 
Center on Grand Valley's Grand Rapids Campus. 
The Department of Health and Human Services wants 
to better meet the needs of the people by hearing 
directly from them. There will also be a virtual forum on 
February 6th.

Flu Restrictions 1/9/2020 at 5:00am
:25

The flu season is hitting West Michigan and hospitals 
across our area are asking visitors who aren't feeling 
well to stay away! According to the C-D-C... Michigan is 
among the hardest hit states, for respiratory illnesses 
this season. Visitor restrictions apply to Mercy Health, 
"Metro Health - University of Michigan", and all 
Spectrum Health hospitals until further notice. Health 
officials also suggest that if you "do" have any of the 
symptoms - seek medical treatment.

FFL Genetic 
Testing

1/13/2020 at 
6:00pm

1:10

It's 13 Friends For Life day. That means it's time to 
remind your friend for life to schedule A mammogram... 
do A breast self-exam... and know what's normal for 
her. 13 On Your Side Health Reporter Valerie Lego has 
some interesting research on those "at home" genetic 
tests for breast cancer.

What’s the Crud 1/14/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:32

IT may seem LIKE you just can't get away from the 
coughing, sneezing, fever. Every week there's 
something new going around. Health Reporter VAL 
LEGO lets us know what's out there in this week's 
"What's the Crud"?

Flu Vaccine Issues 1/18/2020 at 
6:00am

1:28

The flu is hitting "children" especially hard this season, 
and right now the virus is in its peak months. And as 13 
On Your Side Lakeshore reporter, Noah Fromson 
explains, health officials are still figuring out the 
effectiveness of the vaccine.  

Marijuana & Heart 
Disease

1/21/2020 at 
5:00am

:40

The marijuana business is growing...AND pot shops are 
on the rise here in West Michigan. However, a new 
study published Monday, in the Journal of the American 
College of Cardiology, has doctors questioning weed's 
effects on the heart. More than 2 million Americans, 
with heart conditions use marijuana, and we now 
know...the drug can interact with common heart 
medications, like and *blood thinners*. When combined 
with marijuana ...these drugs cause complications 
leading to possible drops in blood pressure. Health 
officials are also warning users to pay attention to 
how...marijuana affects the heartbeat...as this is 
dangerous for those with existing conditions.
As of now...doctors are not stopping you from enjoying 
the plant...they're just asking you to run it by your 
pharmacist first.

Body Temperature 
Changes

1/21/2020 at 
5:00am

:30

For over a century... 98-point-6 degrees has been the 
accepted standard temperature for the human body. 
But a new study says that number is dropping. 
According to the Stanford University School of 
Medicine... the average human body temperature has 
dropped about one degree to about 97-point-5. The 
current standard was established by a German 
physician 150 years ago. New research has found that 
number was correct at the time but is no longer 
accurate because the human body has changed over 
time.



What’s the Crud 1/22/2020 at 
5:00pm

2:30

If you look on social media-- you'll see a lot of people 
complaining about feeling sick. Up next, I'll ask a 
doctor-- What's the Crud?

Literacy: Your Brain 
on Books

1/29/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:45

This week we launched our 13 on your side literacy 
campaign, 13 reads.'' Michigan is behind when it comes 
to reading rates. we're committed to making sure that 
every child has an opportunity to read a book of their 
own. Reading makes a difference. And as 13 on your 
side Health Reporter Val Lego reports, reading can 
actually *physically* change a child's brain.

What’s the Crud 2/4/2020 at 5:00am
1:35

IF IT seems LIKE you just can't get away from the 
coughing, sneezing, fever. Every week there's 
something new going around. Health Reporter VAL 
LEGO lets us know what's out there in this week's 
"What's the Crud"?

Mommie and Me 
Fitness Class

2/5/2020 at 5:00am
1:45

Being a parent is tough! It's made a little easier when 
you find a supportive group of people who just get it. 
Besides helping moms get into shape, Fit4Mom Grand 
Rapids provides support in a non-judgemental space - 
all while getting in a good workout. Reagan and I 
decided to give it a try, check it out.

Dopamine Fasting 2/6/2020 at 6:00pm
4:25

It seems every year starts off with a hot new health 
trend and this year is no different. There's a new style 
of fasting and it involves your brain. Dopamine fasting is 
quickly becoming one of the ways to unplug from the 
things that can cause anxiety, depression and even 
heart disease. Health Reporter Val Lego is on your side 
with a closer look at this new trend.

Ottawa STD’S 2/7/2020 at 6:00pm
2:05

Reports of sexually transmitted diseases have been 
increasing across Michigan over the last 10 years. And 
while the numbers may be startling, local health officials 
say the news isn't all bad. 13 on your side Lakeshore 
reporter Noah Fromson explains.

CTD Kids & Sleep 2/10/2020at 
5:00pm

:50

We know a good night sleep is crucial for children. But 
there's more to sleeping, than just keeping them sharp 
for the school day. 13 on your side health reporter Val 
Lego connects the dots.

Friends For Life 2/13/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:12

It's "13 Friends For Life Day" ... time to remind your 
friend for life to know her normal. That includes 
everything from breast self-exams ... to scheduling that 
yearly mammogram to knowing what's normal for you. 
Tonight, Health Reporter Val Lego looks into the 
connection between breast cancer and fertility 
treatments and why some researchers are pushing for 
new guidelines.

What’s the Crud 2/18/2020 at 
6:00am

1:45

These days, it seems LIKE you just can't get away from 
the coughing and the sneezing but there's one illness in 
particular making the rounds in West Michigan this 
week. What you need to know.

Vaccine Delays 2/24/2020 at 
6:00am

:30

A new study shows one third of children under the age 
of three don't get their vaccines on time. That makes 
them vulnerable to infections and diseases that are 
completely preventable. The study found 23 percent of 
children get their vaccines limited each doctor's visit or 
skipped at least one vaccine entirely. Another 14 
percent were not adhering to C-D-C recommendations. 
The study says part of the reason kids aren't getting 



vaccinated on time is because parents and guardians 
question the safety and necessity of vaccines... and 
they don't trust the pharmaceutical industry.

New Cholesterol 
Drug

2/24/2020 at 
6:00am

:25 

The FDA has approved a new type of cholesterol 
lowering drug. Nexletol is a non-statin drug that could 
help millions of people who can't tolerate or don't get 
good results from others already on the market. The 
drug is for people who have high cholesterol levels. A 
high level of bad cholesterol is one of the top risks for 
heart attacks and other problems. Studies show the 
new drug could lower those levels by 25 percent and 
another 18 percent if combined with a statin drug. 

Local Coronavirus 
Angle

2/27/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:30

The first case of "co-vid-19" in the U.S. - THAT'S "not" 
linked to foreign travel - has been confirmed. Now, 
there are new fears about the spread of the corona 
virus. 13 On Your Side's, Alana Holland, has more on 
how local health officials are preparing for an outbreak.

Nessel Mask 
Warning

3/4/2020 at 6:00am
:35

Michigan Attorney General, Dana Nessel is warning 
people about others looking to take advantage of their 
fears about the corona virus. It comes after her office 
learned that "True Value" in Allendale Township was 
selling individual facemasks in Ziploc bags, for 10-
dollars-a piece. Nessel says it could be a violation of 
the Michigan Consumer Protection Act. Also, Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer announced four *new* task forces to 
combat the spread of corona virus and assess the 
impact it has on the lives of Michiganders. It's important 
to note, there have been *no* confirmed cases of the 
virus in Michigan.

Starbucks Not 
Using Reusable 

Cups

3/5/2020 at 5:00am
:30

Starbucks has decided to pause the use of personal 
cups... but don’t you worry, environmentalists, you'll still 
be able to get your discount.  It's a part of the 
company's plan to limit the spread of germs amid the 
coronavirus outbreak. Wednesday, Starbucks officials 
released a statement announcing several precautionary 
steps. The plan includes increasing cleaning and 
sanitizing of all stores...As well as restricting business-
related air travel. However, stores will continue to honor 
the 10-cent discount for anyone who shows employees 
their personal cup.

Doctor on Daylight 
Savings Time

3/6/2020 at 5:00pm
3:00

Some people like the time change because of the 
longer daylight hours... but there's no question it can 
impact how we feel.  I'm joined now by "Dr. Hovig 
Artinian" who is a Pediatric sleep expert with Spectrum 
Health.

Self-Quarantine in 
West Michigan

3/10/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:40

While there haven't been any confirmed cases of Covid 
19 in Michigan, many workplaces are still taking 
precautions, sending their workers into quarantine if 
they show symptoms or have traveled to any high-risk 
areas. While there haven't been any confirmed cases of 
Covid 19 in Michigan, many workplaces are still taking 
precautions, sending their workers into quarantine if 
they show symptoms or have traveled to any high-risk 
areas. After speaking with Mary Ogle, who is in her 4th 
day of quarantine after a trip to Italy, we wanted to 
know what it takes to warrant a self-quarantine and 
what it looks like. Here's what health officials had to 
say.
Every time you turn on the news lately, you're hearing 
about the increasing number of cases of COVID 19… 
and the measures being taken to prevent the spread of 



Coronavirus and 
Kids

3/11/2020 at 
5:00am

1:45

the virus. But what does all this mean for our kids? 13 
On Your Side's Shanna Grove is live at Helen DeVos 
Children's Hospital, with what parents need to know.

KCHD on 
Coronavirus

3/11/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:41

Heath officials here in West Michigan of course are 
keeping a close eye on the coronavirus. 13 on your side 
health reporter Valerie Lego talked to officials at the 
Kent County Health Department about their 
preparations.

Stress and Anxiety 
Coronavirus

3/17/2020 at 
5:00am

1:05

There is a lot of information out there about the 
coronavirus... and you might be feeling overwhelmed. 
You also might be wondering how to explain to your 
children what's going on -- especially since they will be 
out of school for at least the next several weeks. The C-
D-C recommends taking time to talk to your child or 
teenager about the CO-VID 19 pandemic in a way they 
can understand. Also, reassure them they are safe... 
but let them know it's ok to be upset. Limit your family's 
exposure to news coverage about the event -- including 
social media, because children may get scared about 
something they don't understand. When they're out of 
school -- try and keep up with regular routines. Finally -- 
be a role model. You can support yourself during this 
time of anxiety by taking breaks from watching, reading 
or listening to news stories. Take care of your body. Try 
to eat healthy, exercise regularly, get plenty of sleep 
and avoid drugs and alcohol. Make time to unwind. And 
connect with others -- talk with people you trust about 
how you're feeling.

Easter Seals and 
Mental Health

3/18/2020 at 
5:00pm

3:00

While we're all practicing social distancing, washing our 
hands -- trying to take care of our *physical health... it's 
also important to take care of your "mental health". It's 
something "we've" been "talking" about a lot. As you 
can see, we are social distancing from our guest -- 
"Shanita {TILE} Theil", who is a "Behavioral Health 
Clinician and Clinical Supervisor" at Easter-Seals in 
West Michigan. Thank you for being here. 

Versiti Blood Drive 3/19/2020 at 
5:00am

:25

Because of the coronavirus, Michigan's blood supply is 
now critically low. So now, there's an urgent need for 
anyone who can donate to do so. Versiti is hosting a 
blood drive today from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at The Grand 
Celebration Center. you do need to schedule an 
appointment. That information is on your screen right 
now. For those concerned about donating blood during 
this covid-19 outbreak... Versiti wants you to know the 
donation process poses no risk to the donor or 
recipient.

Life EMS 3/20/2020 at 
5:00am

1:45

Life EMS Ambulance is among those accessing the 
Strategic National Stockpile. Those supplies won't just 
help COVID-19 patients... but anyone who needs to dial 
9-1-1. 13 On Your Side's Angela Cunningham joins us 
live with the ongoing efforts to keep paramedics and 
"all" patients safe.

Making Donations 3/23/2020 at 
6:00pm

2:20

Hospitals need medical supplies right now - masks, 
gloves, gowns and more. Meanwhile - dentists offices 
are closed - and have those items standing by.  13 on 
your side's Alana Holland tells us how dentists are 
putting those items to good use.
Thousands of medical workers and first responders are 
working around the clock to battle the coronavirus 
pandemic and keep us safe. Tonight 13 On Your Side's, 



Neurocore 
Telehealth

3/24/2020 at 
6:00pm

2:05

Kylie Ambu shows us how a local center, that 
specializes in physical therapy for the brain, is trying to 
help those on the frontlines, by offering them free online 
counseling.

Spectrum 
Messages

3/25/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:18

For many, the "stay at home" order is difficult - people 
will go out for a run or to pick up food, which gives them 
a little break. But there are many people who can't get 
out of the house. And as 13 on your side's Noah 
Fromson shows us, a spectrum health center is finding 
creative ways to keep people together.

Muskegon Mercy 
Health Update

3/27/2020 at 
5:00pm

2:00

Today -- the Muskegon County Health Department 
confirmed its first two covid-19 coronavirus deaths. 
Earlier, Mercy Health Muskegon provided that 
community with an update on preparation to handle a 
surge of COVID-19 cases in the event it happens there. 
13 On Your Side lakeshore reporter Jon Mills has more 
on the number of beds that could be dedicated to 
patients in a worst-case scenario.

CTD New 
Coronavirus Test

3/30/2020 at 
5:00pm

:10 & :52

Maybe you've heard concerns about people waiting 
nearly *two weeks for coronavirus test results
Now -- there's a new test that could deliver results 
within minutes. 13 On Your Side Health Reporter, Val 
Lego connects the dots.

Talking to Your 
Kids

3/30/2020 at 
5:00pm

1:46

The C-D-C says fear and anxiety about a disease like 
COVID-19 can be overwhelming. Experts say young 
children and teenagers might have an especially 
difficult time with the stress it causes. 13 On Your 
Side's, Kyle Ambu, has expert advice on how to help 
your children cope during the pandemic.

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related 
stories we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description

West Side 
Mugging

1/4/2020 6:00am 2:00
It's a nightmare 
come real for a 
parent.  A grand 
rapids mother got a 
call in the middle of 
the night this week.  
She was told her 
child had been 
assaulted. 13 On 
Your Side's Amir 
Abbas talked to the 
mother and the 
victim. He is here 
now to explain what 
happened.



Officer 
Involved 

Shooting Video

1/9/2020 5:00pm 1:21
No charges for a 
Kent County Deputy 
who shot and killed 
a man in November.
County Prosecutor 
Chris Becker says 
the deputy was 
justified when he 
used deadly force 
during a domestic 
violence call in 
Caledonia. 9-1-1 
calls and video 
recordings were 
released today.  
Becker says both 
helped him make his 
decision.

Converter 
Thefts

1/14/2020 6:00pm 1:30
He was arrested last 
February as part of 
an investigation into 
stolen catalytic 
convertors. It's a 
problem that 
surfaces with some 
regularity. Catalytic 
convertors contain 
precious metals that 
make them valuable 
on the black market. 
But the thefts in 
Allegan County 
aren't what has 44-
year-old Filiberto 
Garcia-Jimenez 
headed to prison.13 
On Your Side's John 
Hogan joins us with 
more.

Baby Death 
Trial

1/22/2020 5:00pm 1:16
A Kent County man 
is on trial for the 
death of his nearly 
10-month-old baby 
girl. Mary Welch 
was found dead in 
August of 2018. An 
autopsy determined 
she died from 
malnutrition and 
dehydration due to 
neglect. The child's 
parents Seth Welch 
and Tatiana Fusari 
are both facing 
charges of felony 
murder and first-
degree child abuse. 
13 On Your Side's 
Emma Nicolas was 
in court all day for 
the start of this trial, 
she joins us now 



with more on the 
chilling evidence 
jurors heard today.   

Saliva Tests 1/24/2020 6:00pm 1:45
Police agencies 
across Michigan 
recently expanded 
roadside testing to 
help determine if a 
driver is under the 
influence of drugs. 
More than 50 
departments now 
have drug 
recognition experts. 
They're trained to 
determine if a driver 
is under the 
influence of drugs, 
ranging from 
marijuana to meth. 
One of the tools 
they use is a 
roadside saliva test. 
State Senator Peter 
MacGregor would 
like to see roadside 
drug testing expand. 
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan is in the 
information center 
with more on what 
MacGregor is doing.

Meth Dealer 
Sentence

2/7/2020 6:00pm 1:50
A federal prosecutor 
called it the "latest 
scourge". Crystal 
methamphetamine 
arriving in Michigan 
cities... oftentimes 
sent through the 
mail. A recent West 
Michigan case 
involved several 
pounds sent here 
from Arizona. 13 on 
your side's John 
Hogan is here to 
explain more about 
the growing problem 
of meth through the 
mail.

Metro Bar 
Shooting

2/14/2020 4:00pm 1:15
This is video at 
"Metro Grand 
Rapids" - the bar, 
where a man was 
critically wounded in 
a shooting back in 
December. Just 
yesterday, police 
named a "person of 
interest" in the 
shooting. 13 On 
Your Side's Emma 



Nicolas joins us now 
to share a mother's 
plea for justice to be 
served.

GRPD Crime 
Rate

2/18/2020 5:00pm 1:35
Violence in Grand 
Rapids-- police, 
along with the Kent 
county prosecutor 
announced charges 
against more than a 
dozen people today. 
They say all of the 
crimes are related to 
gang activity. 13 On 
Your Side's Emma 
Nicolas is here now 
to tell us why it was 
so difficult to bring 
charges.

DUI Arrest 2/21/2020 6:00pm 2:00
A man charged with 
a deadly hit-and-run 
in Norton Shores 
was out on bond....  
when he was 
allegedly caught 
"violating bond".. by 
drinking alcohol at a 
Grand Haven bar 
this week. Tonight, 
the victim's daughter 
says the suspect 
should "not" have 
been allowed to 
bond out of jail 
before trial. 13 On 
Your Side lakeshore 
reporter Jon Mills 
has more on what 
she's asking the 
court to do now.

Muskegon Hts. 
Arson Follow 

up

2/24/2020 6:00pm 1:55
Police say a 
teenager fired an 
emergency flare into 
a home in 
Muskegon Heights, 
causing a fire there 
over the weekend. 
That teenager is 
now charged with 
arson. Meanwhile, 
two police officers 
who saved an 88-
year old woman 
from the burning 
home... are talking 
about that rescue.  
Here's 13 On Your 
side lakeshore 
reporter Jon Mills.

Shoe Thief 3/2/2020 6:00pm 2:15
A man from Chicago 
was in a Grand 
Rapids courtroom 



for stealing shoes.  
But this was far from 
your typical shoe 
theft. 13 On Your 
Side's John Hogan 
explains.

GR Baby 
Death

3/9/2020 6:00am 1:45
He's accused of 
beating his 
girlfriend's eight-
month-old baby to 
death. Today, 
Jermaine Abron is 
expected to be 
formally charged in 
the crime. 13 On 
Your Side's Angela 
Cunningham is 61st 
District Court with 
what we know this 
morning.

Drug Cartel 
Arrests

3/11/2020 6:00pm 2:30
Federal 
investigators today 
announced arrests 
in a major drug 
operation that 
delivered crystal 
methamphetamine 
from Mexico into the 
United States. That 
operation had a 
growing presence in 
West Michigan. 13 
On Your Side's John 
Hogan has more on 
the crackdown.

Sheriff 
Enforcement

3/17/2020 6:00pm 2:00
No question, St. 
Patrick's Day is a 
major celebration 
here and elsewhere. 
Law enforcement 
agencies are 
keeping watch to 
ensure bars comply 
with the governor's 
executive order 
closing thousands of 
public spaces.
Police say they're 
seeing a spirit of 
cooperation. 13 On 
Your Side's John 
Hogan has a look at 
that angle.

Virus Scams 3/24/2020 6:00pm 2:05
There are some 
people trying to line 
their own pockets 
during the 
coronavirus 
pandemic. It could 
be price-gouging at 
a local store or an 
overseas scammer, 



offering products 
that don't exist.
13 On Your Side's 
John Hogan has a 
look at what's 
happening and what 
is being done to 
slow the scams.

Domestic 
Violence

3/28/2020 6:30pm .25 & .55
While many *harbor 
up* at home to find 
safety during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 
*Domestic Violence 
agencies*, are 
reminding us that for 
some home can be 
one of the most 
dangerous places to 
be. 13 On Your 
Side's, Kylie Ambu 
spoke with Kent 
County's *Domestic 
Violence Community 
Coordinated 
Response Team* 
about what 
neighbors can do, to 
*look out* for one 
another.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 1st quarter of 2020.

Program Date Time Duration Description

West Michigan 
Marijuana

1/2/2020 4:30am 1:47
It has now been a 
month since 
recreational 
marijuana has been 
legal to sell in our 
state. People have 
spent millions. But in 
three West Michigan 
counties -- Kent, 
Ottawa and 
Muskegon, you can't 
buy it anywhere. 13 
On Your Side's Amir 
Abbas asked a 
cannabis expert 
why... and when 
things will change.

Pier 1 Imports 
Closing

1/7/2020 5:00am 2:30
Pier 1 Imports is 
closing nearly half 
its 942 stores as 
consumers 
increasingly shop 



online for home 
goods. The 
company said 
Monday it is closing 
up to 450 stores and 
will also shutter 
distribution centers. 
Pier 1 also plans 
layoffs at its 
corporate 
headquarters in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 
The company didn't 
say how many 
workers will be 
impacted.
Pier 1 said sales in 
its most recent 
quarter fell 13%. 
The company 
reported a net loss 
of $59 million for the 
quarter.

Ottawa 
Groundwater

1/14/2020 6:00pm 1:40
Too much rain made 
it a miserable 
summer for Ottawa 
County farmers and 
the high waters are 
eroding significant 
parts of the Lake 
Michigan Shoreline. 
The irony is... 
several lakeshore 
communities have a 
shortage of water. 
And 13 On Your 
Side's, Noah 
Fromson explains 
how the county is 
combatting it.

Struggling 
Dairy Farm

1/16/2020 6:00pm 1:35
From alternative 
milks to low milk 
prices. It's been a 
rough few years for 
the dairy industry. 
The only way for 
small Michigan 
farmers to stay 
afloat is to evolve 
with the times. 13 
On Your Side's 
Emma Nicolas, 
spoke with a Lowell 
dairy farmer about 
how she's surviving 
the downcycle.

Goodrich 
Theaters 16 Y-

O Workers

1/18/2020 7:00am 1:40
A West Michigan 
mom filed a "formal 
complaint" with state 
officials, after her 
son was fired from 
his job. The 16-year-



old was working at 
the "Kalamazoo 
Good-rich movie 
theatre." 13 On Your 
Side's Amir Abbas... 
tells us, she claims 
he lost his job -- 
because of his age.

New GR High 
Rise

1/21/20 6:00am 2:45
For now, it's just a 
parking garage. But 
this space across 
from Van Andel 
Arena will become 
home to a new high-
rise. And when it's 
complete... it will be 
one of the tallest 
buildings in 
downtown Grand 
Rapids. Today, City 
leaders approved 
the plan for the 
mixed-used 
structure. 
Developers are 
calling the property 
at 22 Ottawa: "City 
Tower." 13 On Your 
side's Alana Holland 
shows us how it will 
transform 
downtown. 

Boat Speed 
Limit

2/3/2020 6:00pm 2:00
Some Michigan 
lawmakers want 
boaters to slow 
down... primarily 
because water 
levels are so high. 
They've introduced 
a bill allowing for 
temporary boating 
speed limits. For 
now, the default 
speed limit is 55 
miles per hour. 13 
on your side's 
Emma Nicolas 
spoke with police 
about the proposal. 

GR Tax 
Assessment

2/6/2020 6:00pm 1:25
Housing values in 
Grand Rapids are 
up for a sixth 
straight year. It's a 
result the city's 
booming real estate 
market. With those 
increased values 
sometimes comes 
higher property 
taxes. 13 On Your 
side's Emma 
Nicolas is here to 



explain what 
homeowners can do 
about them.  

Luna Opening 
in Ada

2/13/2020 6:00am 2:00
The Ada Village 
development has 
been a long time 
coming, and 
projects in the 
township continue to 
progress. Back in 
2006, the Ada 
community put 
together a vision for 
the future. Then, in 
2013, Ada officials, 
business owners 
and residents joined 
in on more than 100 
meetings and 
forums to clarify that 
plan. Construction in 
the Village began in 
the summer of 2015 
-- aiming to expand 
retail, residential 
and restaurant 
options. 13 On Your 
Side's Shanna 
Grove joins us live 
to tell us about the 
latest addition to the 
area. 

Student ID 
Suicide Hotline

2/17/2020 6:00pm 1:40
Suicide rates for 
young people 
continue to be a 
concern across the 
nation... including 
here in Michigan. 
According to the 
"Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention", suicide 
is the second 
leading cause of 
death for people 
between the ages of 
10 and 24. That 
number is prompting 
action by state 
lawmakers. 13 on 
your side's John 
Hogan has a look at 
one such effort.  

Zeeland Sex 
Shop

2/24/2020 6:00pm 2:20
If I was selling 
pornography, I'd say 
ok you've got a 
point. But that's not 
what it was. This 
man opened a new 
adult-oriented store 
in Zeeland Last 
week. Now... it's 



closed, after the city 
shut it down. 
"Grimlock's 
Emporium for the 
Misbehaved Lady" 
sold sex toys and 
other novelty 
accessories. But the 
city says this type of 
business is "not" 
allowed downtown. 
13 On Your side's 
Noah Fromson 
spoke with the 
owner, who still has 
hopes of eventually 
re-opening the 
store.

Nursing Home 
Cams

3/3/2020 6:00pm 1:40
As many as five 
million elderly 
Americans are 
abused every year.  
But only one, out of 
every 14 cases of 
abuse... "is" 
reported to police. 
That's one of the 
reasons for a new 
bill, that would 
protect seniors from 
further abuse. That 
bill would allow 
video cameras in 
rooms inside 
Michigan nursing 
homes. 13 On Your 
side's Kylie Ambu 
spoke with the 
lawmaker who 
introduced that bill. 
Kylie, what's their 
reasoning?

End of Art Van 3/5/2020 6:00pm 2:00
Art Van Furniture, a 
staple in Michigan 
since 1959, is going 
out of business. The 
Warren-based 
company will close 
all of its 176 stores. 
Liquidation sales 
begin tomorrow. 
More than three-
thousand workers 
will be affected by 
the closings. Art Van 
also sponsors the 
annual Santa 
Parade in downtown 
Grand Rapids. And 
the company bought 
the naming rights to 
the sports complex 



near Rockford. 13 
On Your side's 
Emma Nicolas is 
live in Alpine 
Township to tell us 
more about how this 
may impact West 
Michigan.

Virus and Gas 
Prices

3/11/2020 6:00pm 2:00
However, you want 
to characterize it, 
the coronavirus is 
helping drive down 
the price of gas. 
Many stations are 
selling gas for under 
two dollars a gallon. 
You can see them 
here on this map 
from "gas buddy". 
13 On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills shows us 
how those prices 
are going down 
even further.

Shutdown 
Affecting 

Businesses

3/17/2020 5:00am 2:00
As the state 
continues to slow 
the spread of the 
coronavirus.... The 
state has ordered 
many businesses, 
including 
restaurants to close 
to the public. The 
move is already 
putting a severe 
strain on local 
businesses. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE'S 
ANGELA 
CUNNINGHAM 
spoke to one owner 
who is worried he 
won't survive. She 
joins us live with his 
story.

Stay at Home 
Order

3/24/2020 6:00am 1:45
People across 
Michigan are waking 
up to a "Stay-at-
Home" order, that 
went into effect at 
midnight. Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer 
signed the executive 
order, yesterday, in 
an effort to slow the 
spread of the 
COVID-19 
Coronavirus. 
Today... many 
people are still 
wondering what that 



means for them. 13 
ON YOUR SIDE'S 
ANGELA 
CUNNINGHAM is 
live this morning 
with a look at what 
you can and cannot 
do.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.

Program Date Time Duration Description

GRPS Promise 
Scholarship

1/13/2020 5:00pm 1:00
High school 
students at Grand 
Rapids Public 
Schools and some 
Christian Schools 
are going to get help 
with their college 
tuition. The city is 
taking the next 
step.... toward 
becoming a 
"promise zone." 13 
on your side's Sarah 
Makuta has the 
details about the 
program, discussed 
at the *Grand 
Rapids Promise 
Zone Authority* 
meeting today.

8th Graders Hit 
& Run

1/14/2020 5:00pm 1;50
A 14-year old is in 
the hospital tonight 
with two broken 
legs. He was trying 
to get on the school 
bus this morning 
when he was hit by 
an S-U-V. The driver 
took off and police 
are looking for them. 
It happened on 
Russell and Tyler 
roads in Dalton 
Township. Parts of 
the S-U-V were left 
behind. And police 
are trying to use 
them to find the 
driver. 13 On Your 
Side's lakeshore 
reporter Jon Mills 
has more from 
Muskegon County.



Orchard View 
Teacher

1/15/2020 6:00pm 2:15
It's common 
knowledge that 
teaching is a difficult 
and demanding 
profession. And 
teacher burn out is 
common. But For a 
teacher in 
Muskegon County's 
Orchard View 
school... retirement 
isn't even a 
consideration. Even 
though she entered 
the classroom the 
month Lyndon 
Johnson became 
president. Here's 13 
On Your Side's Jon 
Mills.

GVSU Econ. 
Forecast

1/23/2020 5:00am 1:45
A new GRAND 
VALLEY STATE 
survey analyzes the 
regional economy... 
and predicts what 
West Michigan 
could see this year.  
13 ON YOUR 
SIDE'S SHANNA 
GROVE is in the 
information center, 
with its findings.

Literacy 3rd 
Grade Law

1/27/2020 6:00pm 3:10
Today we're starting 
a new literacy 
initiative called 13 
Reads. It's our way 
of being "on your 
side', helping 
education leaders 
address what they 
describe as a 
literacy crisis in 
Michigan. 13 On 
Your Side's Kylie 
Ambu starts us off 
tonight with a closer 
look at a new third 
grade reading law 
and how it could 
affect West 
Michigan families.

Principal 
Reads

2/1/2020 6:00am 2:25
Children begin their 
formal reading 
education in 
elementary school, 
but the love for 
storytelling and the 
foundation for those 
reading skills... can 
be started much 
earlier than that. 
And one principal at 



an early childhood 
center in Ottawa 
County is getting 
more involved in his 
school's literacy with 
a unique approach. 
13 On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter, 
Noah Fromson 
explains

Bus Driver 
Shortage

2/10/2020 6:00pm 2:10
It's an issue that 
school districts 
across the country 
are facing, Bus 
driver shortages. 
For the last several 
years, it's become 
more and more 
difficult for districts 
"and" the companies 
they contract, to 
recruit enough 
drivers. 13 On Your 
Side's, Emma 
Nicolas joins us now 
with how West 
Michigan is feeling 
the impact.

GVSU 
Holocaust 
Teaching

2/13/2020 5:00pm 1:40
Grand Valley State 
University is making 
changes concerning 
racism and diversity 
on campus.
 It's a direct 
response to what 
the football team's 
now-former 
offensive 
coordinator said 
about Adolf Hitler 
and Christopher 
Columbus in an 
interview with the 
school newspaper. 
The coach, Morris 
Berger resigned and 
now the university is 
planning to expand 
its Holocaust and 
native American 
education courses, 
to address the 
issues on campus. 
13 On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Noah Fromson 
explains.

Kendall 
Enrollment

2/17/2020 6:00pm 2:00
A West Michigan art 
college has seen a 
steep drop in 
enrollment over the 
past five years. And 



that means some 
significant changes 
are on the way. 13 
On Your Side's 
Alana Holland is live 
at Kendall College's 
downtown Grand 
Rapids campus to 
tell us what's next 
for the school.

Cedar Schools 
Alarms

2/25/2020 6:00pm 2:00
It's a sad reality, but 
school districts now 
have to prepare for 
emergencies, like 
mass shootings. 
One local district 
has just 
implemented a new 
system at all of its 
schools, to keep 
everyone safe. 13 
On Your side's 
Alana Holland 
shows us how it 
works.

School Tear 
Down

3/2/2020 6:00pm 1:55
An elementary 
school in Muskegon 
Township that's 
been empty for a 
long time escaped 
the wrecking ball 
once. But it won't do 
it again. The school 
on the corner of 
Shonat and Ada 
should come down 
this month. 13 On 
Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on why the building 
was no longer of 
any value to 
Orchard View 
Schools.

Student from 
Italy Screened

3/6/2020 5:00pm 2:16
Central Michigan 
University is just one 
of dozens of U-S 
universities, bringing 
students home from 
their "study abroad" 
programs. The 
university made that 
decision on 
Wednesday. But 
some students 
studying in Italy, 
were told to leave 
much sooner. 13 on 
your side's, Sarah 
Makuta spoke to a 
west Michigan 



student who was 
told, "IT'S time to go 
home".

Spring Break 
Travel 

Concerns

3/10/2020 5:00pm 1:48
A Hope College 
student is being 
tested for the 
coronavirus after the 
student contacted 
the health center, 
reporting flu-like 
symptoms and a 
"possible" off-
campus exposure. 
Students received 
the alert Monday. 
And while classes 
are continuing the 
university says it's 
preparing for things 
to change. 13 on 
your side lakeshore 
reporter Noah 
Fromson reports, 
Hope isn't the only 
college preparing for 
the worst.

Online Classes 3/11/2020 6:00pm 1:35
As the virus 
spreads, Some, 
colleges and 
Universities in 
Michigan are 
temporarily 
suspending all face-
to-face instruction. 
Late this afternoon, 
the University of 
Michigan and 
Western Michigan 
University 
announced they will 
switch to remote 
learning. Earlier 
today, Michigan 
State University was 
the first to go 
exclusively to online 
courses. 13 On Your 
side's Kylie Ambu 
shows us how the 
school is adjusting.

Covid 19 
Michigan 
Schools

3/13/2020 5:00am 2:00
But first many 
people in West 
Michigan are waking 
up to a lot of new 
information about 
this disease as it 
continues to spread 
across the world. 
We have team 
coverage, this 
morning, to get you 
up to speed with 



developments. We 
start with Angela 
Cunningham who's 
live this morning 
with the impact of 
schools being 
closed for the next 
few weeks.

China Teacher 
Stuck in West 

Michigan

3/18/2020 5:00am 1:45
Every day, the 
coronavirus 
pandemic takes a 
new toll on 
Americans. But, one 
West Michigan man 
was feeling the 
impact before the 
virus crossed our 
borders. 13 On Your 
Side's Angela 
Cunningham 
introduces us to a 
local professor who 
was teaching, in 
China, right before 
the outbreak there.

GRPS Update 3/31/2020 5:00am 2:00
Schools have been 
closed for more than 
two weeks and we 
are learning this 
morning, districts 
are preparing for 
that to continue 
through the rest of 
the academic year. 
13 On Your Side's 
Angela Cunningham 
joins us live this 
morning with what 
this could mean for 
your kids.


