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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 

March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

McLaughlin Group (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewHour Weekend (Weekends) 

Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (Weekly) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

AN EVENING WITH SHEILA JOHNSON (30) minutes   

Aired January 29, 2016 at 8:30pm 

An Evening With Sheila Johnson is a one-on-one interview with Sheila Johnson, a 

classically trained violinist, successful entrepreneur, and dedicated philanthropist. Taped 

at the historic Art Institute of Chicago, and hosted by veteran PBS NewsHour journalist 

Gwen Ifill, An Evening With Sheila Johnson explores the life and career of one of the 

nation's most successful businesswomen.  

 

 

UNFORGIVABLE BLACKNESS: THE RISE AND FALL OF JACK JOHNSON 

(240) minutes 

Aired February 3 and 10, 2016 at 10:00pm 

Directed by Ken Burns and co-produced by Florentine Films and WETA. This 

documentary chronicles the life and career of the first African-American heavyweight 

boxing champion, who suffered racial persecution by the U.S. government. 

 

 

MARTYRS, MAYHEM & MARTIAL LAW: LIFE IN CIVIL WAR 

ALEXANDRIA  (120) minutes 

Aired March 9, 2016 at 8:00pm 

Explores the history of Alexandria, Virginia, during the Civil War years (1861-1865), 

spotlighting the Union occupation of the southern city, the changes wrought by the war, 

the experience of African Americans during those years and more—and featuring local 

historians who illuminate aspects of the era in Alexandria. 
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Arts 
 

 

IN PERFORMANCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE: A CELEBRATION OF 

AMERICAN CREATIVITY (60) minutes  

Aired January 8, 2016 at 8:30pm 

Join President and Mrs. Obama for an all-star tribute from the East Room, celebrating art 

and literature in unique American musical forms.The event commemorates the 50th 

anniversary of the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act. 

 

 

SMITHSONIAN SALUTES RAY CHARLES: IN PERFORMANCE AT THE 

WHITE HOUSE (60) minutes 

Aired February 26, 2016 at 9:00pm 

Features interpretations of the popular music of iconic singer, songwriter, composer and 

performing artist Ray Charles. Renowned artists as well as up-and-coming talents 

perform Ray Charles’ music using his distinctive big-band arrangements. 

 

 

THIS MUSIC: THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND (90) minutes 

Aired March 11, 2016 at 8:30 pm 

The Smother Brothers, Tom and Dick, and musical artist Judy Collins host a musical 

journey through the evolution of modern American folk music. Among those featured are 

the Brothers Four, Glenn Yarborough, the Highwaymen, Roger McGunn and John 

Sebastian. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 

THE MINE WARS: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (120) minutes 

Aired January, 26, 2015 at 9:00 pm 

Go inside the bitter battle to unionize coal miners at the dawn of the 20th  century. The 

struggle over the power that fueled America led to the largest armed insurrection since 

the Civil War, and turned parts of West Virginia into a bloody war zone. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: THE POWER BROKER: WHITNEY YOUNG’s FIGHT 

FOR CIVIL RIGHTS (60) minutes 

Aired February 15, 2016 at 11:00pm 

Whitney M. Young, Jr. was one of the most celebrated - and controversial - leaders of the 

civil rights era. The Powerbroker follows his journey from segregated Kentucky to head 

of the National Urban League. Unique among black leaders, he took the fight directly to 

the powerful white elite, gaining allies in business and government, including three 

presidents. Young had the difficult tasks of calming the fears of white allies, relieving the 

doubts of fellow civil rights leaders, and responding to attacks from the militant Black 

Power movement. 

 

 

ED SLOTT’S RETIREMENT ROADMAP: FROM FOREVER TAXED TO 

NEVER TAXED (120) minutes   

Aired March 17, 2016 at 11:30pm 

Money expert Ed Slott offers counsel on how to steer clear of financial problems in your 

retirement and preserve more of your retirement savings from fees and taxation. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

BONNIE AND CLYDE: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 

Aired January 19, 2016 at 9:00pm 

Discover the true story of the most famous outlaw couple in US history. Though their 

exploits were romanticized, the Barrow gang was believed responsible for at least 13 

murders, including two policemen, as well as robberies and kidnappings. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: CHASING HEROIN (120) minutes 

Aired February 23, 2016 at 9:00pm 

Facing a heroin epidemic, America is experimenting with radical new approaches to the 

drug problem. Following four addicts in Seattle, examine U.S. drug policy and what 

happens when heroin is treated like a public health crisis, not a crime. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2016 at 7:00pm 

In our news wrap Tuesday, President Obama met face-to-face with Senate  leaders over 

the vacancy in the Supreme Court, but Republicans remain opposed to any hearings 

before a new president is elected. Also, the FBI and tech giant Apple squared off before 

Congress Tuesday morning over the issue of cell phone security. 
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Economy 
 

 

CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes 

Aired January 20, 2016 at 11:00 pm 

A conversation with Sharmin Mossavar-Rahmani, chief investment officer at Goldman 

Sachs, on the global economy. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: THE FANTASY SPORT GAMBLE (60) minutes   

Aired February 9, 2016 at 9:00pm 

See an investigation with the New York Times into fantasy sports and online sports 

betting. With law enforcement cracking down, the film traces the growth of these 

booming businesses and goes inside their operations at home and abroad. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: POOR KIDS (60) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2016 at 10:00pm 
In an area along the border of Iowa and Illinois deeply scarred by the recession that began 

in 2007, Frontline follows three girls growing up against the backdrop of their families’ 

struggles against financial ruin. The result is a portrait of the economic crisis through the 

eyes of children 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

 

EARTH’S NATURAL WONDERS (60) minutes 

Aired January 13, 2016 at 10:00pm 

Visit extreme locales, including Mount Everest's Khumbu Icefall and its dangers to 

sherpas, the Grand Canyon, where conservationists try to ensure a condor chick's 

survival, and the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro, where farmers battle with elephants. 

 

 

NOVA: CREATURES OF LIGHT (60) minutes 

Aired February 3, 2016 at 9:00pm 

NOVA and National Geographic take a dazzling dive to explore how and why so many 

of the ocean's creatures light up-revealing a hidden undersea world where creatures flash, 

sparkle, shimmer or simply glow. 

 

 
NATURE: ANIMAL REUNIONS (60) minutes 

Aired March 30, 2016 at 8:00pm 

Keepers and guardians reunite with the wild animals that were once in their care to learn 

whether the close interspecies bonds that developed over many years in refudes and 

orphanages have stood the test of time. 
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

FRONTLINE: SUPPLEMENTS AND SAFETY (60) MINUTES 

Aired January 19, 2016 at 10:00am 

Follow an investigation of the hidden dangers of vitamins and supplements, a 

multibillion-dollar industry with only limited FDA oversight. Explore the risks of taking 

mega-doses of vitamins and examine how they are marketed and regulated. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: NO MAS BEBES (NO MORE BABIES)  (60) minutes   

Aired February 1, 2016 at 10:00pm 

Explore the case of Mexican-American women who claim they were coercively sterilized 

at a Los Angeles hospital in the late 1960s and 1970s. Meet the mothers, young Chicana 

lawyers and whistle-blowing doctors who exposed the shocking practice. 

 

 
DR. FUHRMAN’S END DIETING FOREVER (90 minutes) 

Aired Sunday, March 6, 2016 at 10:30 pm 

Joel Fuhrman, M.D., is back on PBS to show you how to lose weight effortlessly and 

permanently without counting calories, portions or dangerous fad dieting. Never yo-yo 

your weight again, with Dr. Fuhrman’s three simple steps to longevity, and being slim 

and fit forever. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR: STATE OF THE UNION 2016 (120) minutes 

Aired January 12, 2016 at 9:00pm 

Live coverage of President Obama’s final State of the Union Address and the Republican 

response. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: BLACK PANTHERS: VANGUARD OF A 

REVOLUTION (120) minutes   

Aired February 16, 2016 at 9:00pmChange was coming to America and the fault lines 

were no longer ignorable — cities were burning, Vietnam was exploding, and disputes 

raged over equality and civil rights. A new revolutionary culture was emerging and it 

sought to drastically transform the system. The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense 

would, for a short time, put itself at the vanguard of that change. 

The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution is the first feature length documentary 

to showcase the Black Panther Party, its significance to the broader American culture, its 

cultural and political awakening for black people, and the painful lessons wrought when a 

movement derails. Master documentarian Stanley Nelson goes straight to the source, 

weaving a treasure of rare archival footage with the voices of the people who were there: 

police, FBI informants, journalists, white supporters and detractors, and Black Panthers 

who remained loyal to the party and those who left it. The Black Panthers: Vanguard of 

the Revolution, chronicles this pivotal movement that birthed a new revolutionary culture 

in America. 

. 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 31, 2016 at 7:00pm 

Thursday on the NewsHour, rival presidential candidates are turning up the heat on 

Donald Trump’s controversial statements. Also: Unpacking Trump’s global vision, what 

women voters want, why tensions are rising within China, an app for college 

scholarships, Venezuela plunges into economic freefall, and wage discrimination in 

women’s soccer.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

PARTICLE FEVER (120) minutes 

Aired January 6, 2016 at 10:00pm 

Follow six brilliant scientists for the launch of the Large Hadron Collider, built to 

recreate the conditions of the Big Bang and search for the Higgs boson, marking the start 

of the biggest and most expensive experiment in the history of the planet. 

 

 

NOVA: ROBOTS ARE COMING (60) minutes   

Aired February 24, 2016 at 9:00pm 

Machines with human-like capabilities have long been the stuff of science fiction. Until 

now. Meet the world's most advanced humanoid robots as they leave the lab, battle real-

world challenges and endeavor to become part of our everyday lives.  

 

 

TED TALKS: SCIENCE AND WONDER (60) minutes 

Aired March 30, 2016 at 10:00 pm 
Journey through space, the human body, disappearing landscapes and the world of Pixar 

animation as speakers look at the future of nanotechnology, the search for life beyond 

earth and the science of light.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

NOVA: SECRET TUNNEL WARFARE (60) minutes 

Aired January 6, 2016 at 9:00pm 

During WWI, the Allies devised a devastating plan, planting 600 tons of explosives in 

secret tunnels driven under German trenches. Join NOVA to uncover traces of the 

operation and learn why it failed to break the lethal deadlock of trench warfare. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS (T)ERROR (90) minutes 

Aired February 4, 2016 at 7:00pm 

Watch a covert terrorism sting unfold as a longtime counterterrorism informant takes on 

what he swears is his last job for the FBI and invites filmmakers to follow efforts to 

befriend a suspected jihadist, without informing his superiors. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired March 8, 2016 at 7:00pm 

How do Americans become enemies of their own state? In the wake of the Boston 

Marathon bombings and San Bernardino mass shooting, homegrown Islamic extremism 

has become one of the country’s most pressing national security concerns. Author Peter 

Bergen set out to document how and why Americans become enemies of their own state 

in his book, “United States of Jihad.” Chief foreign affairs correspondent Margaret 

Warner joins Bergen to learn more. 

 

 


