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Quarterly Issues and Programs List

April – June 2020

Making Contact
#14-20 - 200401 - Covid-19 and Lessons from the Spanish Flu
06 April 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
In 1918, humanity faced a deadly global pandemic– the Spanish Flu. The CDC estimates that the 
disease killed at least 50 million people and infected a third of the world population.

Today, hand-washing and physical distancing are a part of daily life, as are grim tallies of the sick and 
the dead.

Even though science has made tremendous advances since then, our methods for slowing the spread 
of the novel Coronavirus are very similar to those used 100 years ago.

Within the social and political climate of 1918, we will examine how the people who lived a century 
before us responded to the crisis of a global pandemic. There were important and encouraging 
lessons to be learned then about prevention and readiness, as there are today from COVID-19.

Featuring: Laura Spinney: Science Journalist and author of “Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918 and 
How it Changed the World.”

#02-20 - 200108 - John Carlos Frey on America’s Stealth War on the Mexico Border
13 April 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
In recent decades, U.S. immigration policies have aggressively targeted families fleeing 
violence and poverty in Mexico and Central and South America, spawning a network of 
detention centers that now exist indefinitely along our southern border.  The US’s approach 
to tackling illegal immigration has come under fire for its use of brutal tactics such as 
deliberately separating families, placing them in confinement under harsh conditions, and 
denying them adequate medical and legal counsel.

On today’s program, John Carlos Frey, author of Sand and Blood: America’s Stealth War on 
the Mexico Border, explores increased militarization at the border, US deterrent strategy, 
and the profitable business of fear. 

Featuring: John Carlos Frey
#04-20 - 200122 - The Big Lift
20 April 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
Meeting family needs in a city of widening wealth gaps is a big lift. Dozens of studies show that when 
parents or guardians are engaged in their kids’ education, it has a huge impact. Not just on academics 
but on a student’s attendance, self-esteem, and behavior in class. That’s true across income levels. 
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That’s why the San Francisco Unified School District created the position of “family liason” fifteen 
years ago: to build trust and get families in the door. Reporter Lee Romney followed the work of one 
family liaison at a high-poverty school for a year.

Featuring: Mauricha Robinson – Family Liaison, George Washington Carver elementary school; 
Emmanuel Stewart – Principal, George Washington Carver elementary school; Jewell Taylor –  Parent, 
George Washington Carver elementary school; Ashley Bonton – Social Worker; LaRonnda Hampton – 
Parent; Sarah Thomas – Parent

#05-20 - 200129 - The Utopian Dinner Table - How to Feed the World in 100 Years
27 April 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
Nearly 10 percent of people are food insecure, meaning they don’t have reliable access to affordable, 
nutritious food. And in 50 years, the world population will likely peak, but the demand for food will 
nearly double. How will we accommodate the demand? This episode explores possible solutions to 
working around the industrial food system, from cultivating urban community farms to overthrowing 
the system entirely, breaking dependence from an industry that deepens disparities in access to food.

Featuring: Leticia Deawuo – Director of Black Creek Community Farm; Mildred Agsaoay – runs the 
Mom’s Program, along with participants Marlina Rodrigues and Maria Pagi; Evan Fraser of CBC 
program, Ideas; Raj Patel – Raj Patel is an award-winning writer, activist and academic. He is a 
Research Professor in the Lyndon B Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas, Austin 
and a Senior Research Associate at the Unit for the Humanities at the university currently known as 
Rhodes University (UHURU), South Africa.  He is also the author of Stuffed and Starved: The Hidden 
Battle for the World Food System, and A History of the World in Seven Cheap Things, co-written with 
Jason W Moore. 

#16-20 - 200415 - On the Brink: Homelessness before and during COVID-19
4 May 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
When the coronavirus pandemic hit the U.S. many of us were told to “shelter in place” in 
order to minimize the spread of disease. But, for a lot of people who are forced to live on the 
street, its not possible to just close the door and retreat into safety. Today’s show is about 
homelessness. We start by following two women as they undergo several evictions, even 
thought they’re already living in encampments. And we talk about the impact these ongoing 
displacements have on their mental and physical health. Then, we take a look at how 
homeless communities are dealing with COVID-19 and finally, we talk about market forces in 
the housing crisis and how to fight for “the right to housing.” 

Featuring: Mouangjoi Tracy Saelee, Kimberly Medrano and Morgan – former residents of an 
encampment at East 12th Street and 23rd Avenue in Oakland, California.; Joe Devries – 
Assistant to the City Administrator in Oakland; Candice Elder – Executive Director, East 
Oakland Collective; Noni Session – East Bay Permanent Real Estate Cooperative
#17-20 - 200422 - COVID-19 Pandemic Capitalism and Bonds
11 May 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
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The world as we knew it seemingly turned upside down overnight. With stay at home orders 
in place, we are no longer rushing to work each day, getting stuck in traffic, hustling to get 
the kids to school, and scrambling for time to take care of chores. This strange and abrupt 
stop to “business as usual” has shined a light on the capitalist systems that are now 
crumbling down, and offers us the chance to pause and ask what’s next?

Featuring: Naomi Klein; Astra Taylor; Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor; Kris Peterson, Dept. of 
Anthropology – UC Irvine
#19-20 - 200506 - The Bombing of MOVE, 35 Year Later
18 May 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
Our radio adaptation of the film, Let the Fire Burn explores the controversial, 1985 clash between 
police in Philadelphia and MOVE, a radical, non-violent, back-to-nature group. After a standoff with 
the group MOVE, Philadelphia Police dropped a bomb on the roof of MOVE’s home, killing 11 people 
including five children, and destroying approximately 61 homes. Thirty-five years later, Philadelphia is 
still known as “The City that Bombed Itself.” The city’s brutal show force, unjustified to many, exists as 
part of a decades-long tradition of violent policing aimed at African-Americans.

Featuring: 13 year-old Birdie Africa, later known as Michael Moses Ward; Ramona Africa; Mayor 
Wilson Goode Sr.; Gregore J. Sambor – Philadelphia Police Commissioner; Tony Eastley; LaVerne Sims; 
Bennie Swans – Crisis Negotiator; Clifford Bond; Janice Walker; Cassandra Carter – Neighbor; Sgt. 
Albert Revel; Louise James; William Brown, III; Rev. Paul Washington; Officers Markus Bariana, Donald 
R. Griffiths, William J. Trudell, Lawrence D’Ulisse and Officer James Berghaier; William Richmond – 
Fire Commissioner;  Ed Rendell – District Attorney; the Philadelphia Special Investigation Commission 
hearings

#20-20 - 200513 - Essential: Gig Workers and COVID-19
25 May 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
Gig Workers, driver’s for app companies such as Lyft and Uber, are struggling during COVID-
19. They’re considered essential workers, so they can still work but many of them aren’t 
making enough to cover rent. Many have chosen to stay home, facing economic insecurity. 
Those who work, however, are continuing to drive without much protection in the way of 
personal protective equipment, and very little help from the app companies themselves. We 
take a look at the future of the gig economy and how to protect “essential workers.”

Featuring: Angela Vogel: Organizer with the Philadelphia Driver’s Union; George Gonzales: 
Delivery driver with Instacart and Uber; Chris Benner: Institute for Social Transformation, and 
Professor of Sociology at University of California, Santa Cruz
#18-20 - 200429 - Two Revolutions, Many Secrets
1 June 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
In the midst of our stress and trauma dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s hard to imagine what 
stories we will ultimately tell our children and grandchildren. This week’s Making Contact episode is 
about two strong women who survived historic trauma, and the stories they later told their families. 
During this time of social distancing, these stories remind us of the importance of being in 
relationship with our loved ones, and the healing power of sharing our experiences.
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Featuring: Helen Zia – Helen Zia is a Chinese-American journalist and activist for Asian American and 
LGBTQ rights. She is the former Executive Editor of Ms. Magazine, and author of several books, 
including Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an American People. As a Fulbright scholar, 
Helen interviewed over 100 Chinese emigres who were among the great exodus fleeing Shanghai in 
1949. Her research led to the book Last Boat Out of Shanghai: The Epic Story of the Chinese Who Fled 
Mao’s Revolution. Her mother is one of four main characters in that book.
    Katie Wilson with Chana Wilson – In this interview recorded in 1976, we hear Katie Wilson tell then-
25-year-old Chana Wilson the story of her flight from Kiev. Mixed with this 1976 interview, the 
narration explores the multiple layers of secrets hidden and later revealed.
    Chana Wilson – is a radio/audio producer and host at Pacifica’s KPFA in Berkeley, CA. She is the 
award-winning author of the memoir, Riding Fury Home, has blogged on the Huffington Post, and 
published essays in numerous anthologies, most recently Headcase, LGBTQ Writers and Artists on 
Mental Health and Wellness by Oxford University Press. She is a licensed psychotherapist whose 
thirty years in practice aid her in facilitating interviewees to go deep and open up.

#15-20 - 200408 - Witch Hunts and Enclosures - Bodies, Land, and Women
8 June 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
How are witch hunts and Capitalist economies linked? Silvia Federici, wrote the 
groundbreaking book, Caliban and the Witch.  In that book she argues that the witch hunts of 
the fifteenth century were a necessary pre-condition for Capitalism to flourish. Just as the 
enclosures of the middle ages created a population of landless peasants, women were 
experiencing a simultaneous enclosure, the enclosure of their bodies.

Women’s speech, movement and social relationship were tightly controlled with the help of 
witch hunts and accusations of witchcraft made of poor, peasant women, partly in an effort 
to dispossess them of the land they lived on.

Today, witch hunts are still happening, in places like East Timor, India and Cambodia. 
Federici, who never really left the subject of witch hunts, returns to the topic with her book, 
Women Witches and Witch Hunts. She looks back to the witch hunts of the middle ages and 
sees them replaying today, in countries that are newly adopting capitalism as an economic 
model.

Featuring: Silvia Federici – academic, activist, educator and author of the most recent book, 
Women, Witches and Witch Hunting.
#24-20 - 200610 - Say Their Names - George Floyd and the Movement to Uplift Black Lives
15 June 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
On May 25, 2020, the nation ignited after a bystander posted a horrific video of Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin kneeling on George Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes.
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Now the movement to uplift Black lives, and to defund and dismantle police departments 
where officers disproportionately kill and brutalize African American men and women, has 
grown to a point where it can no longer be ignored.

We’ll hear from activists in Minneapolis, mourners in Houston, and we’ll go to our archives 
for an interview with the brother of Yuvette Henderson. She was killed by Emeryville police in 
2015.

Featuring: Stephen Jackson, George Floyd’s friend and former NBA player; Valarie Castile, 
BLM activist and Philando Castile’s mother; Lisa Bender, President of the Minneapolis City 
Council; Alicia Garza, Co-founder of Black Lives Matter; Brooke Williams, George Floyd’s 
niece; Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas; Jamison Robinson, Yuvette Henderson’s brother; 
Rev. Al Sharpton
#21-20 - 200520 - Texts Not Jails - Before and After Covid-19 via 70 Million
22 June 2020 4:30 pm 30 minutes
Covid-19 has transformed jails and prisons into death traps. How are some communities 
jailing less people in the first place? 

After someone is arrested, there are multiple court-ordered actions after they make bail. 
Often, missing any of these–especially court appearances–winds them up in jail. 70 Million’s 
reporter Jenny Casas goes to Palm Beach, Florida, where something as simple as texting has 
made a significant difference in people’s lives.

Featuring: Kevin Rashid Johnson, is in a Virginia State prison, courtesy of Prison Radio 
Project.; David Hoosman, at Stanley Correctional prison in Wisconsin courtesy of the Kite 
Lines show at our affiliate station WHFB.; Jenny Casas, Reporter from 70 Million; Raven 
Gamboa,  resident Palm Beach County, Florida; Bert Winkler,  Senior Criminal Justice Analyst, 
Palm Beach County Criminal Justice Commission; Sean Parys, Public Defender; Jeffrey 
Colbath, Judge, Palm Beach County, Florida; Anthoni Cirra, Resident


