
PUBLIC INSPECTION FILE      2Q 2020   

SECTION ONE:        KIFI 

ISSUES PROGRAM LIST       July 1, 2020 

 

The following represent some of the key issues facing the broadcast area of KIFI during 

the current filing period.   They are referenced on the accompanying programming 

summaries. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs aired as part of Local News 8 at 5 p.m., 6 p.m., or 

10 p.m.  

 

A) EDUCATION:   Issues relating to public school and university education in 

our community. 

Title:    BYUI Diversity Petition 

Broadcast Date:  6-18 

Duration:  2:24 

Description:  A group of BYU-Idaho College of Performing and Visual Arts 

students have initiated a petition drive calling for creation of a diversity and 

inclusion office. They claimed some college policies “weaponized the violence 

against the early members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

against black Americans. Students of the “Black Student Union” said that cultural 

group was discontinued by the university.   They contend the university’s 

diversity rate has suffered, because minorities can’t find a place in the academic, 

cultural, and social environment. 

Title:    JUNETEENTH 

Broadcast Date:  6-19 

Duration:  2:30 

Description:   A group of Rexburg people joined together to stage a Juneteenth 

commemoration in the city.  One of the organizers explained the history of the 

occasion.  The day marked the delivery of the emancipation proclamation to 

slaves in Texas. Group organizers said the nation’s slavery history impacts the 

genealogy of many citizens and is a topic that must always be taught.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

B) HEALTH / ENVIRONMENT:  Issues related to our environment and health of 

our community. 

 

Title:  CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATION  

Broadcast Date:  5-26 

Duration:  2:15 

Description:  Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, district health officials are 

concerned about a major drop-off in childhood immunizations.   Because school 

was out, when the district normally holds its free clinics, they are worried that 

many young kids may be missing important vaccines. Measles vaccines in key 

age groups are down by over 15%.  In 2019, two-thirds of children 5 months and 

older were up to date on vaccinations. In 2020, that number dropped to less than 

half. 

 

Title:    IDAHO REBOUNDS ENTERS STAGE 3  

Broadcast Date:  5-28  

Duration:  1:53 

Description:  Governor Brad Little said he was working to move Idaho towards a 

more normal lifestyle. Stage 3 of Idaho Rebounds will begin as planned on May 

30.  That will allow bars and movie theaters to open, if they follow safety 

protocols. Gatherings of up to 50 people will be allowed, along with social 

distancing and other safety measures.  Under established guidelines, night clubs 

and larger venues, including sports events, should remain closed, but develop 

plans for Stage 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

C) GOVERNMENT/POLITICS:  Issues facing local government including 

taxation and politics. 

 

Title: COVID-19 ECONOMY 

Broadcast Date: 5-27   

Duration:  2:02 

Description:  The Rexburg-based Research and Small Business Development 

Center is keeping a close eye on economic trends in Rexburg, Rigby, and Idaho 

Falls. Officials say good data will help business leaders recover more quickly 

from C-19 closures.  Based on its data, the researchers predict that if the number 

of C19 cases does not spike again, the economy should recover in 3 to 6 

months. If it does, that road could be closer to 18 months.  



 

 

 

 

Title:  INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 

Broadcast Date:  6-17 

Duration:  2:00 

Description:  Rexburg and Madison County are cooperating on a number of new 

public infrastructure projects. The city is completing work on a new dog park and 

is now focusing on a “river adventure” park along the Teton River. It will begin at 

the Eagle Park on the north side of Rexburg and continue over the next several 

years.  The city is also working to provide high speed broadband internet for all 

areas for the city.  

 

Title:  Eastern Idaho State Fair  

Broadcast Date:  6-26 

Duration:  2:06 

Description:  The Eastern Idaho State Fair Board voted 4-2 to go ahead with the 

Eastern Idaho State Fair this September.  Fair Manager Brandon Bird says he 

plans to move ahead with the week-long event, while protecting the public under 

the threat of COVID-19.  Bonneville County representatives were against the 

move, saying there had been no approved safety plan. The Mayor of Blackfoot, 

however, said he would use his authority to stop the proceedings in his 

community until he says a favorable safety plan. 

 

 

 

D) ECONOMY:  Tracking trends affecting our community’s business base as 

well as the rise and fall of industry in the community. 

 

Title:    HIGH SCHOOL RODEO  

Broadcast Date:  5-27 

Duration:  2:05 

Description:  Every year, the High School Rodeo Association championships are 

a huge economic engine for the city of Pocatello.  Unlike other high school 

sports, it is not regulated by the Idaho High School Activities Association.  But, 

Bannock County Commissioners decided to cancel the event at county facilities 

because of the COVID-19 health restrictions. (Ultimately, the association opted to 

move its events to Blackfoot.) 

 



Title:  MOVIE THEATER COMEBACK 

Broadcast Date:  5-28 

Duration:  2:09 

Description:  Local movie theaters are preparing to open for the first time since 

the COVID-19 virus forced their closure.  The Blackfoot Movie Mill and Idaho 

Falls Paramount Twin are working with local health officials to reopen.  The 

theaters have been holding private parties as a sort of practice and as a way to 

pay bills.  In preparation for a June 13 opening, the theaters are booking shows 

and scheduling time for disinfecting the auditorium between shows.  

Title:  FRIGITEK DEVELOPMENT 

Broadcast Date:  6-22 

Duration:  1:29 

Description:  A new potato storage facility is opening at a site near the Pocatello 

airport.  Frigitek told the location because of its proximity to interstate highway 

and rail lines, making it easier to transport storage products. Combined with the 

underutilized airport property, the company believes it is a good opportunity for 

the community. Frigitek is currently in the engineering and design stage of the 

project.  

 

E) LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Tracking trends in neighborhood crime and the legal 

progress of criminal cases. 

Title:  DAYBELL INVESTIGATION (ongoing story) 

Broadcast Date:  6-9  AND SUBSEQUENT FOLLOW-UPS 

Duration:  2:02 

Description:  Investigators spent the day at the Fremont County property of Chad 

Daybell, finally serving him a warrant and arresting him.  Police were examining 

the property for any sign of missing children, Tylee Ryan and JJ Vallow, last seen 

in September of 2019.  Daybell was home when the search began at around 7 

a.m. and was taken into custody after he was seen in his car during the 

afternoon.   Daybell was believed to be held in the Fremont County Jail.    

Team coverage included interviews with shocked neighbors after two sets of 

human remains were found buried on the property.  

Within the next two weeks, both Vallow-Daybell and Daybell were formally 

charged with Conspiracy and destruction of evidence.    

Title:    MISSING BOY 

Broadcast Date:  5-27 

Duration:  3:09 

Description:  A Mississippi private investigator has joined the effort to find an 

Idaho Falls teen, missing since 2018.  The investigator believes Jed Hall is still 

alive.  He has questions about surveillance video that followed the boy as he 

broke into a charter school and left money for former girlfriend.  Idaho Falls 



Police have enlisted support to search the back country, but the investigator 

believes that may be the wrong target and that the boy could be in another state. 

Title:    COVID 19 SCAMS 

Broadcast Date:  6-16 

Duration:  1:55 

Description:  Idaho Attorney General Lawrence Wasden encouraged people to 

protect themselves, their parents, families and communities from becoming the 

targets of scammers.  The latest involves people pretending to be contact tracers 

for COVID 19.  The impersonators use the ruse to steal people’s financial 

information.  Legitimate tracers will ask where you live, who you have seen lately 

and where you have been.   Wasden warned that crisis, like the pandemic, Is 

always a perfect time for scammers to scam. 

Title:    INL FIRE SEASON  

Broadcast Date:  6-25 

Duration:  1:59 

Description:  With memories of the 100,000 acre Sheep Fire in 2019 still fresh, 

the Idaho National Laboratory is preparing for the 2020 fire season.  The site is 

working with 15 other mutual aid fire departments.  INL has also re-seeded much 

of the burn area to help reduce fuel conditions. The INL fire department has also 

established a new “dozer boss” position to help supervise specialized equipment. 

 

Note:  Due to a computer system-wide malfunction, files for the first two 

months of the filing period were lost.  


