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Ten year old making threats 
at Prentice school News 10/1/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Officials in Price County say 

it was a 10-year old student 

who wrote a note in a 

bathroom stall making a 

threat that evacuated the 

Prentice School last week.  

The Sheriff’s department 

forwarded the case to the 

Price County Department 

of Health and Human 

Services for review.  

Meanwhile, a student at 

Northland Pines High School 

in Eagle River was arrested 

after a look-alike gun was 

found hidden in a 

bathroom last week.  The 

building was cleared and 

Vilas County Juvenile Intake 

and the Sheriff’s 

department are taking care 

of the student.  



One person was killed and 

another injured in a Portage 

County crash yesterday 

afternoon.  The accident 

reported just after noon on 

Hwy 10 and County B near 

Amherst Junction.  The 82-

year woman driving failed 

to stop at the bottom of the 

exit ramp, left the road and 

rolled the vehicle several 

times.  She was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The 81-year old 

passenger is hospitalized 

with non-life threatening 

injuries.  Names have not 

yet been released.   

Wisconsin is getting some 

funding to bolster consumer 

protection after a 

nationwide consumer 

protection lawsuit against 

ride-sharing company Uber 

was settled out of court.  

That’s after a data breach 

in 2016 resulted in Uber 

losing the personal 

information of its drivers to 



hackers.  

In sports, the Packers 22-0 

winners over Buffalo and 

the Brewers meet the Cubs 

in a Divisional Playoff at 

Wrigley Field this afternoon 

after both teams ended up 

tied for the NL Central lead.  

Milwaukee blanked Detroit 

11-0 while Chicago 

doubled up St. Louis 10-5.   
 

  
Drug dealer sentenced to ten 
years prison News 10/1/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Shawano County Circuit 

Court judge sentenced a 

convicted drug dealer to 

eight years in state prison.  

Fifty-four-year-old Daniel 

Hofman pleaded no 

contest to two charges last 

summer.  He was 

sentenced last week.  His 

downfall start in December 

2015 when a Wisconsin 

state trooper made a traffic 

stop on the Shawano-

Oconto county line and 

arrested two people.  The 

evidence led back to 



Hofman. 

Doubts about the credibility 

of a co-defendant and the 

weight given to testimony 

by others led a Douglas 

County Circuit Court judge 

to reject a motion for a new 

trial.  Twenty-four-year-old 

Kane Michael Robinson is 

serving an 18-year prison 

term for his role in the fatal 

shooting of a man during 

an attempted robbery four 

years ago.  The man who 

shot Garth Velin to death -- 

William Andrews -- says 

Robinson was present but 

didn't know he planned to 

rob Velin.   

Scott Walker says, if he wins 

re-election, it will be his final 

term as Wisconsin 

Governor.  Walker made 

the comments in an 

interview over the 

weekend.  He is currently 

trailing Democratic 

challenger Tony Evers in two 

statewide polls five weeks 



before the election.  If he 

wins, it would be Walker's 

third term in the state's top 

elective office.   

The Federal Transit 

Association is sending 11-

million dollars in grant 

money to Wisconsin to pay 

for four projects.  The feds 

are trying to improve the 

safety and reliability of bus 

transportation, especially in 

rural areas.  The Wisconsin 

Department of 

Transportation will get 

almost half of the money.  
 

  
Wittenberg president to be in 
court News 10/2/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Village of Wittenberg 

president will be in court on 

the 15th, accused of 

stealing a grill from a 

foreclosed property.  53-

year old William Switalla, 

who also serves on the 

Shawano county board, is 

charged with felony 

burglary and misdemeanor 

theft in the incident April 

24th.  Witnesses say they saw 



Switalla take the grill from 

the garage of a foreclosed 

home he visited to establish 

a price for an opening bid.  

Formal charges were filed 

last week. 

Charged with homicide by 

intoxicated use of a 

vehicle, 21 year old Eric 

LeBahn of Mount Prospect, 

Illinois pleaded not guilty 

yesterday.  The crash in 

Three Lakes in June killed his 

passenger, 23-year old 

Austin Lockwood.  He’s 

back in court in December. 

The Joint Committee for 

Review of Administrative 

rules was scheduled to vote 

yesterday on a proposal to 

suspend emergency 

regulations dealing with 

chronic wasting disease.  It 

didn’t happen.  Meeting for 

nearly seven hours the 

committee heard from deer 

farmers complaining about 

the high cost of having to 

upgrade fencing around 



deer farms and the ban on 

carcass movement out of 

CWD affected counties.  

The rules were put in place 

by Governor Scott Walker in 

an effort to combat the 

disease.  No word on when 

the vote might take place.   

Lorenzo Cain hit a 

tiebreaking RBI single in the 

eighth inning, Christian 

Yelich collected three more 

hits and the Milwaukee 

Brewers won the NL Central 

title by downing the 

Chicago Cubs 3-1 in a 

tiebreaker.  The Brewers' 

eighth straight win also 

dumps Chicago into 

tonight’s NL wild-card 

game against Colorado.  
 

  
New trade agreement  News 10/2/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The United States, Canada 

and Mexico have a new 

trade agreement and it 

could have an impact on 

Wisconsin dairy farmers.  

President Donald Trump 

said dairy was a deal 

breaker and those were 

https://waow.com/news/national-news-from-the-associated-press/2018/10/01/the-latest-mexico-says-new-trade-deal-provides-certainty/
https://waow.com/news/national-news-from-the-associated-press/2018/10/01/the-latest-mexico-says-new-trade-deal-provides-certainty/


welcome words for a 

struggling industry here.  

Dairy prices have been on 

the decline, in part 

because of a program that 

allows low priced dairy 

ingredients to undersell 

United States dairy sales in 

Canada and other third 

country markets. That 

program will be eliminated 

in the new agreement.  The 

agreement opens the 

Canadian dairy market to 

American farmers and 

eliminates some tariffs.  

Governor Walker weighed 

in on the agreement, 

releasing a statement that 

called it a big win for 

Wisconsin Dairy farmers. 

Officials with Kimberly-Clark 

will delay a final decision on 

closing the Cold Spring 

plant while negotiations 

continue.  The paper-

making giant had given the 

state until Sunday to 



approve a 100-million tax 

incentive package.  No 

deal is in place yet to save 

the 500 jobs in Fox Crossing.  

Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker said the ideal time 

to discuss the plan to retain 

those jobs may come after 

the November 6th general 

election.   

A Stevens Point man is 

accused of setting a bed 

on fire last August while two 

people were sleeping in it.  

Sixty-one-year-old Gary 

McDonald faces five felony 

charges, including two 

counts of attempted first-

degree intentional 

homicide and one count of 

arson.  The woman on the 

bed was McDonald's ex-

girlfriend. No one was 

injured and the names of 

the victims haven't been 

released.  A trial date hasn't 

been set. 
 

  
Vehicle accident in Woodruff 
injures several people News 10/3/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 4-vehicle accident in 

downtown Woodruff last 



night injured several 

people.  The crash reported 

at the intersection of Hwys 

47 and 51 shortly before 

9:00.  No other information is 

available. 

A Rhinelander woman will 

go to jail, convicted in the 

theft of nearly $30,000 from 

Rhinelander GM earlier this 

year.  41-year old Anna 

Petersen was sentenced 

yesterday to seven months 

with work release privileges 

after pleading no contest 

to the charges in Oneida 

County Court.   

Rhinelander Mayor Chris 

Frederickson and 

Administrator Daniel Guild 

meet today to review 

suggestions from ATV clubs 

to allow the machines into 

the city.  Neighboring 

communities have realized 

the economic benefits of 

allowing ATV traffic on their 

streets and like them, 

Rhinelander will weigh that 



against the safety factor.  

While the issue has been 

discussed, no formal 

presentation has been 

made to the city council.  

No word on when that may 

happen.   

The Lac du Flambeau band 

of Chippewa general 

election was yesterday with 

incumbent Tribal president 

Joseph Wildcat, Sr beating 

back a challenge from 

John Johnson, Sr.  VP is 

George Thompson and four 

new council members were 

elected, Jamie Ann Allen, 

Eric Chapman, Sr, William 

Stone, Sr, and Charles 

Theobald.   

Shortly after 1:00 today your 

cell phone will issue an alert 

from the Federal 

Emergency Management 

Agency as, for the first time, 

they test their alert system.   

A broadcast alert to radio 

and TV stations will follow 

shortly afterward.  The 



system test is for a high-level 

"Presidential" alert that 

would be used only in a 

nationwide emergency. 
 

  
Darlington streets after area 
river floods News 10/3/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The flooding Pecatonica 

River has topped its banks 

and covered streets, parks 

and parking lots in 

Darlington.  A 55-year-old 

woman had to be rescued 

early Tuesday morning 

when the water swept her 

car into a ditch.  The 

Pecatonica crested this 

morning at 14-point-seven 

feet, minor flood stage.  

More rain in the forecast 

means there will be another 

chance for additional 

flooding Friday if the river 

fails to recede in the next 

two days. 

Wisconsin Senate leaders 

have called an 

extraordinary session for 

November 12th to discuss a 

100-million dollar tax 

incentive package for 

Kimberly-Clark.  The bill 



passed the Assembly earlier 

this year as part of the 

state's effort to retain 500 

jobs in the Fox Valley.  A 

public hearing will be 

scheduled and an official 

vote would be taken later.  

The union agreed to a new 

contract in late July, but 

that won't be a factor if the 

incentives package fails to 

pass. 

A new report shows 

Wisconsin schools are 

asking taxpayers to 

approve $1.4-billion in 

referendums in the 

upcoming general election.  

The report, from the 

Wisconsin Policy Forum, 

found 61 of the state’s 421 

public school districts are 

asking voters for more 

funding.  That includes 

Rhinelander where the 

district is seeking four and a 

quarter million dollars over 

the next four years to retain 

current staffing and 



programs.   

Wausau’s iconic train depot 

gets a new lease on life.  

Timekeeper Distillery 

opened yesterday.  The 

detached luggage house is 

where the spirts are created 

and the train station where 

the serving will be done.  A 

grand opening is planned 

for Saturday. 
 

  
Crandon school accepts 
resignation of superintendant  News 10/4/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Months of uncertainty 

about the operation of the 

Crandon School District 

came to an end as the 

school board accepted the 

resignation of its embattled 

Superintendent, Dr. Doug 

Kryder.  The board agreed 

the separation was best for 

everyone involved.  Kryder 

has been on paid 

administrative leave most of 

the year and was under 

investigation for possible 

misconduct.  The result 

didn’t find anything criminal 

but did find Kryder 

committed ethical 



violations working with a 

vendor for the district, 

charges he’s denied.  Dr. 

Patrick Saunders will fill the 

position through the end of 

the school year.   

 

Oneida County is one of 

several in the state under 

strict rules to combat the 

spread of chronic wasting 

disease in deer.  One 

regulation that was to go 

into effect Monday was 

prohibiting moving deer 

carcasses out of CWD-

affected areas.  That 

regulation was revoked 

because, according to 

some, it was being rushed.  

The DNR will most likely 

continue to revise the 

regulations they want to put 

into place to control CWD 

and encourage hunters to 

check their website for the 

latest information. 

 

As of Monday, the 



Marathon County Village of 

Brokaw will no longer exist.  

It’s been absorbed by the 

Village of Maine, ending 

years of uncertainty since 

the closing of the Wausau 

Paper mill  where hundreds 

of people lost their jobs, 

adding to a multi-million 

dollar debt they couldn’t 

recover from.  The two 

neighboring communities 

have been helping with 

Brokaw’s infrastructure until 

now, when they’ll take 

over.  State and federal 

funds helped pay for the 

change.  Officials say 

residents will notice few 

differences.   
 

  
Autopsy to determine cause 
of death of Marathon Co. 
prisoner News 10/4/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The results of a Wednesday 

autopsy will be used to 

determine the official cause 

of death for an inmate at 

the Marathon County Jail.  

The 56-year-old woman was 

found passed out in her cell 

Tuesday afternoon while 

corrections officers were 



doing bed checks.  An 

effort to perform C-P-R 

failed to revive the woman.  

She had recently been 

booked into custody on 

suspicion of her fifth O-W-I.  

Her name hasn't been 

released. 

A school resource officer 

will now serve in the 

Tomahawk School District.  

The city and school board 

approved the position 

which should be filled this 

month.  The Health and 

Safety Committee 

unanimously approved the 

job after the school board 

okayed it earlier.  The 

officer hasn’t officially been 

named but will be 

responsible for security as 

well as student education 

and outreach.  The 

contract runs for 187 days 

at the school during the 

day and at select extra-

curricular activities.   

Deputies with the Grant 



County Sheriff's Office say a 

36-year-old man was 

trapped in a sinkhole for 

about 30 minutes Tuesday.  

A neighbor heard Brandon 

Post screaming for help in 

Montfort.  The ground had 

given way in front of his 

garage, creating a hole 

estimated to be 25 feet 

deep.  Montfort Fire, E-M-S 

and a deputy managed to 

lower a rope and pull Post 

to safety.  He was 

evaluated at the scene 

and didn't require medical 

treatment. 

In sports, all three Green 

Bay receivers are listed on 

the injury report.  Randall 

Cobb has a sore hamstring, 

Geronimo Allison’s dealing 

with a concussion and 

Davante Adams problem 

isn’t known. 
 

  
Woman in Marathon Co. jail 
identified News 10/5/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The woman who died in 

the Marathon County Jail 

has been identified as 56-

year old Melissa Graebner-



Young.  She was arrested 

Tuesday on an OWI charge.  

Efforts to save her by 

corrections officials and 

paramedics were not 

successful and autopsy 

results are not yet available. 

A man found floating in 

Little Portage Lake in Vilas 

County Wednesday has 

been identified as 69-year 

old William DeWees of 

Illinois.  The 911 came in 

shortly after 1:00.  

Authorities said he had a 

heart attack while working 

on his dock at his cabin in 

the Township of Land O’ 

Lakes.   

Wisconsin Senator Ron 

Johnson says he’s gotta go 

with the facts and supports 

Supreme Court nominee 

Brett Kavanaugh after 

reading the latest FBI report.  

The Republican said it 

showed no evidence to 

back up claims by accusers 

of sexual assault.  Democrat 



Tammy Baldwin opposes 

the appointment.   

Election officials in the state 

are warning voters to look 

out for absentee voting 

mailers with incorrect 

information.  The election 

commission has been 

getting questions about a 

mailer from the Center for 

Voter Information that 

include absentee ballot 

applications and pre-paid 

envelopes.  The problem is 

some mailers have the 

wrong address for 

municipal clerks and some 

of the information included 

is confusing.  A commission 

spokesman said the 

mistakes are not malicious.   

Mike Moustaksas scored 

MVP front-runner Christian 

Yelich with a two-out single 

in the 10th inning, and the 

Milwaukee Brewers 

bounced back to beat the 

Colorado Rockies 3-2 to 

open their NL Division Series 



yesterday.  Game two is at 

Miller Park this afternoon.   
 

  
Mining back in the news News 10/5/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 An Oneida County mining 

information initiative 

announced a series of 

public deliberative forums 

and a learning trip to a 

Michigan mining 

community.  The initiative 

aims to help county 

residents understand non-

ferrous metallic mining 

ahead of a referendum 

question set to appear on 

the Nov. 6 ballot.  

Representatives from the 

Oneida County Economic 

Development Corporation 

and the University of 

Wisconsin-Extension Oneida 

County laid out the 

program at a press 

conference this afternoon.  

The public deliberative 

forums are intended for 

Oneida County residents to 

receive information about 

mining, have active 

discussion and consider 



options.  

Wisconsin storm damage 

assessments from FEMA 

exceed 37-million dollars, 

leading Governor Scott 

Walker to request a federal 

disaster declaration.  The 

request is for both public 

and individual assistance 

from the federal 

government.  Teams from 

FEMA were in the areas 

impacted by the August 

and September severe 

storms last week.  The 

review determined 370 

private homes were 

destroyed or suffered major 

damage. 

Wisconsin's wolf monitoring 

program relies on 

volunteers to help track 

animals each winter - 

individuals who are 

interested in playing a key 

role in wildlife management 

are encouraged to sign up 

for one of several classes 



offered statewide.  DNR 

biologists and volunteers 

have partnered to provide 

informative classes focused 

on aspects of wolf ecology, 

population biology and 

field study techniques.  

Information is available on 

the DNR website. 

Work on the Foxconn 

Technology construction 

site is on schedule 100 days 

after the groundbreaking 

ceremony.  There are 400 

workers on the site in 

southeastern Wisconsin 

every day.  Workers will be 

installing water and sewer 

systems during the winter 

months. 

 

  
Shawano woman facing 
charges after death of infant 
son  News 10/8/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 22-year-old Shawano 

woman faces three felony 

charges connected to the 

death of her infant child.  

Catherine Barker told a 

friend her two-month-old 

son suffocated in a blanket 



September 28th.  Barker 

said the death was an 

accident.  She told friends 

she planned to bury him in 

the country, saying she 

would be arrested if she 

reported his death to 

authorities. 

 A 42-year-old woman from 

Spencer is charged with 

three counts of second-

degree sexual assault of a 

child.  Investigators say 

Linda Habhegger had 

sexual contact with the 15-

year-old boy on multiple 

occasions at her home 

between July and 

September.  She told police 

she didn't think she had 

done anything wrong.  If 

convicted on all three 

felony counts, she could be 

sentenced to up to 120 

years in prison. 

No one was hurt when a 

vehicle hit a deer yesterday 

morning then burst into 

flames.  The accident 



reported in the Town of 

Bradley on Hwy E. 

A 42 year old Merrill man 

was hurt and cited for a 

third OWI offense after a 

single vehicle crash about 

4:00 yesterday morning in 

the Town of Merrill.  The 

crash reported on Hillside 

Drive when the vehicle left 

the road, striking a power 

pole and a tree.  The driver 

was taken tow Aspirus 

Wausau Hospital where he 

was treated and released.        

More hospital patients are 

leaving unpaid bills behind 

after receiving treatment.  

A report from the Wisconsin 

Hospital Association finds a 

total of one-point-one-

billion dollars in 

uncompensated health 

care services last year.  

That's a 14-percent increase 

over the previous year.   
 

  
More rain on the way News 10/9/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Several rounds of rain are 

forecast through 

Wednesday with an  



additional 2 to 4 inches 

expected.  Flood watches 

remain in effect until 7 

tomorrow night with the 

heaviest precipitation 

across north-central 

Wisconsin.  This amount of 

rain may result in lowland as 

well as river flooding. 

Anyone that lives near a 

river or stream should be 

prepared for the potential 

of flooding and rapid rises in 

rivers. 

 

The rainfall and rapidly 

moving water is hampering 

the recovery efforts for a 

drowning victim by the 

Lake DuBay dam.  The 

body of 60 year old James 

Glodowski of Stevens Point 

was found about two hours 

after his boat capsized near 

the dam Saturday morning.  

56-year old Timothy 

Coulthurst, also of Point is 

still missing and presumed 

drowned.  The Portage 



County Sheriff’s department 

will continue the search, 

using drones to scan the 

shorelines and river.  People 

on the Wisconsin River 

below the DuBay dam are 

asked to be vigilant and 

notify authorities if they see 

anything unusual. 

 

Despite losing in the 

primary, former Oneida and 

Forest County medical 

examiner Larry Mathein 

intends to run as a write-in.  

Mathein resigned from the 

examiner’s job after an 

investigation found felonies 

committed by acting on a 

matter outside of his 

jurisdiction.  He was never 

charged.  He was also 

accused of campaigning 

during the primary in the 

courthouse, a violation of 

state election laws.  He was 

put on administrative leave, 

then resigned.  While 

Mathein has expressed 



interest in the uncontested 

race, he still hasn’t filed with 

the county as a write-in 

candidate.   
 

 

  
Pre-existing health problems 
a hot topic with state 
politicians News  10/9/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Republican U-S Senate 

candidate Leah Vukmir 

says she would "fall in front 

of a truck" before she would 

let pre-existing conditions 

keep people from getting 

health coverage.  Vukmir 

and Democratic incumbent 

Tammy Baldwin met in the 

first of three scheduled 

debates last night on the 

UW-Milwaukee campus.  

Baldwin says Vukmir's desire 

to repeal the Affordable 

Care Act would jeopardize 

the coverage for people 

who have those pre-existing 

conditions.  Vukmir and 

Baldwin meet in a second 

debate Saturday in 

Wausau. 

A husband from Plover 

entered a not guilty plea to 

charges of first-degree 



intentional homicide and 

hiding a corpse in his wife's 

disappearance.  Jason 

Sypher was in Portage 

County Circuit Court 

yesterday.  Prosecutors 

accuse him of killing his 

wife, 44-year-old Krista 

Sypher, and hiding her 

body -- which still hasn't 

been found.  He reported 

her missing in March 2017.  

The charges were filed 

against Sypher two months 

ago. 

The busiest street into and 

out of Rhinelander may get 

some badly needed work 

done sooner.  The city 

council last night okayed a 

public works department 

plan to look for a shorter 

term loan for improvements 

to Stevens Street from 

downtown’s north side out 

to the Hwy 8 bypass.  

Council members agreed 

any delay in the $17.8-

million project would not be 



in the city’s best interest.  

There are several 

informational meetings 

remaining this month before 

Rhinelander School District 

voters see a new 

referendum.  The last 

referendum expires soon 

and the school board 

approved a four year, $4.2 

million dollar request to 

keep current programs and 

staffing in place.   
 

  
VP Pence in state to 
campaign for Gov. Walker News  10/10/.18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Vice President Mike Pence 

will be in Wisconsin today to 

campaign for Republican 

Governor Scott Walker. 

 Pence is scheduled to 

speak at a G-O-P event 

with Walker at the Oneida 

Golf and Country Club in 

Green Bay around 1 this 

afternoon.  The vice 

president and governor will 

then travel to Eau Claire for 

a 4 P-M visit to Precision 

Pipeline and a Wisconsin 

Republican Party 

fundraiser.  The Walker 



campaign say the V-P will 

highlight the governor's 

agenda to keep Wisconsin 

working for generations to 

come.  The polls show 

Walker is in a tight race for 

his third term against 

Democratic challenger 

Tony Evers. 

A Silver Alert was issued 

Monday for a missing 

Marathon County man, 

now believed to be in 

Forest County.  The family of 

84-year old Richard 

Czarnecki fear he’s not 

getting the medication or 

medical attention he 

needs.  He hasn’t been 

heard from since Saturday 

night.  Police in Crandon 

are aiding in the search 

effort.  He’s believed to be 

driving a gray 2008 Buick 

Lucerne, license number 

794-TJE.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact Rothschild police.   



Its parent company is 

promising a 189-million 

dollar investment in the 

Biron paper mill.  N-D Paper 

says the expansion will 

mean an additional 27 jobs 

for the Wood County 

economy.  The mill currently 

has 350 workers on the job. 

 N-D Paper is spending 

more than 300-million 

dollars to modernize the 

Biron mill and another mill in 

Maine.  Company officials 

say the work is focused on 

long-term sustainability, 

safety and efficiency. 

 

  
DePere man to plead guilty 
in scam case News 10/10/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A De Pere businessman will 

enter a guilty plea to wire 

fraud charges during a 

court appearance Friday.  

Sixty-four-year-old Ronald 

Van Den Heuvel is 

admitting he scammed 

investors and the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Council out of more than 

nine-million dollars.  One 



million of that came from 

state taxpayers.  Van Den 

Heuvel's company, Green 

Box N-A, had promised to 

create 116 jobs four years 

ago, but that never 

happened.  

A former Marshfield bus 

driver had his felony sexual 

assault charge reduced to 

two misdemeanors before 

he reached a plea 

agreement.  Three 

witnesses just offered 

testimony against 53-year-

old Herbert Andres in court 

yesterday.  He was 

accused of making sexual 

advances on a 17-year-old 

girl at a New Year's Eve 

party held at his home.  

Andres will be on probation 

for two years after serving 

30 days in jail. 

Area law enforcement 

agencies are sponsoring 

another drug takeback this 

month.  Saturday the 27th 

the Oneida County Sheriff’s 



department joins police in 

Rhinelander, Three Lakes 

and Minocqua collecting 

prescription medicines, 

vitamins, ointments and 

lotions and others all in an 

effort to combat abuse.  

The items can be dropped 

off at the department 

offices between 10 and 2. 

The program is an effort 

with the Drug Enforcement 

Administration and state 

department of justice.   

One of the empty anchor 

stores in the struggling 

Wausau Center Mall is 

getting a new tenant.  The 

Wausau City Council last 

night agreed to have Hom 

Furniture buy the Younkers 

building.  The deal’s been in 

the works for two years and 

Hom Furniture hopes to 

move in next spring. 
 

  
Antigo ambulance service 
taken to White Lake News 10/11/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The lack of volunteers has 

the city of Antigo taking 

over the ambulance 

service to White Lake.  The 



Troutland Rescue Squad in 

the rural community, some 

22 miles from Antigo, will no 

longer run, but the 

remaining EMT’s and 

volunteers will provide first 

responder assistance until 

service arrives.  Troutland 

has provided ambulance 

services to White Lake 

nearly 40 years. 

Expera Specialty Solutions, 

with four paper mills in 

Wisconsin, including 

facilities in Rhinelander, has 

a new owner.  The 

acquisition was finalized 

yesterday with Sweden-

based Ahlstrom-Munksjo.  In 

a statement the company 

said the move will 

strengthen their position in 

fiber-based materials and 

enable them to offer more 

value to their customers.  

Both firms have similar 

capabilities and company 

officials said together they 

can provide more revenue 



growth.   

The water system in the 

village of Marathon City 

should be back to normal 

later today.  Utility 

customers complained of 

discoloration that officials 

say was caused by an 

increase in the levels of iron 

and manganese.  The 

system has been cleared 

and hydrant flushing will 

continue today to ensure 

safe water.   

The latest Marquette 

University Law School poll 

finds Democrats more 

enthusiastic about voting 

next month, but 

Republicans are catching 

up.  Pollsters say issues 

personally impacting voters 

everyday lives are helping 

to shape the opinions.  The 

race between Republican 

Governor Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Tony Evers is now about 

even with Walker at 47 to 



46%.  Libertarian Phil 

Anderson tallied five 

percent.  In the U.S. Senate 

race, Democratic Sen. 

Tammy Baldwin held an 10-

point lead over Republican 

challenger Leah Vukmir.  
 

  
Workers at Portage plant 
evacuated  News  10/11/18 1230p,530p  1:30 

 Workers at a plant in 

Portage were evacuated 

yesterday with several 

taken to the hospital.  A 

spokesman for the Portage 

Fire Department reports 

very high levels of carbon 

monoxide were detected 

inside Dawn's Fresh Foods at 

800 parts-per-million -- up to 

200 times the normal level.  

A problem with a water 

heater may have caused 

the "very dangerous 

situation," though that 

hasn't been confirmed.  

One person in the plant 

noticed the problem and 

worked quickly to get 

everybody outside. 

Not guilty pleas were 

entered yesterday in the 



case of Justin Zastrow in 

Lincoln County Court.  The 

35-year old Wausau man is 

charged with several felony 

drug counts including 

possession and 

manufacturing meth with 

intent to deliver.  Nine 

counts of felony bail 

jumping were also leveled 

against him.  Zastrow was 

arrested in a Merrill drug 

bust in July. 

It took nearly a year, but 

the body found in 

Okauchee Lake last 

October has been 

identified as a man who 

was last seen in 1996.  

Thomas Engel was reported 

missing after a boating 

accident on the lake 21 

years ago.  He was 31 years 

old at the time.  

Oconomowoc Police Chief 

James Wallis remembered 

the cold case and he 

tracked down family 

member to get a D-N-A 



sample.  It took 11 months 

to get the test results back 

and confirm the identity. 

And the Milwaukee Brewers 

are listed as a longshot to 

take the World Series title 

with some oddsmakers 

having those odds at 4-1 

against.  They take on LA in 

game one of the NLCS 

tomorrow night.  
 

  
Human trafficking in the 
state News 10/12/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 When you hear of human 

trafficking, Wisconsin isn’t 

the first place you think of.  

But it exists in all 72 counties 

in the state.  The Holy Cross 

Sisters USA Province of 

Merrill partnered with 

human trafficking survivor 

Morgan Meadows in 

Tomahawk last night to 

bring the issue to light 

across north central 

Wisconsin.  The message is, 

just because we’re not in 

large cities, that doesn’t 

mean it’s not happening.  

Their effort is to bring 

awareness so people know 



what it’s about and be 

more aware of their 

surroundings.  Human 

trafficking affects men and 

women of all ages but 

primarily young females.  If 

signs are recognized you 

can contact local law 

enforcement or call 911. 

More than 300 pounds of 

pot landed a Merrill couple 

in prison.  32-year old Joel 

Helding and his 25-year old 

wife Valeries were arrested 

in January when after 

driving separate vehicles, 

they led authorities on a 

high speed chase.  Police 

say they were bringing 

marijuana into the state 

from California and both 

pleaded guilty to drug 

charges this summer.   

A Wisconsin National Guard 

medical evacuation unit is 

in Florida to aid in the 

recovery from Hurricane 

Michael.  A 12-member 



team based in West Bend 

reported to active duty 

Wednesday to prepare for 

deployment.  

The Wisconsin Association 

for Supervision and 

Curriculum Development 

awarded their 2018 

Instructional Leader of the 

Year to Teri Maney of 

Rhinelander.  The 

recognition honors the 

person who’s served in an 

instructional leadership role 

in Pre-K-12 education with 

methods that enhance 

learning both within and 

outside the school district.   

 

  
Missing boy in Waupaca 
found dead News 10/15/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A young boy reported 

missing Saturday afternoon 

in Waupaca County was 

found dead early 

yesterday.  The 18-month 

old went missing from his 

home in Harrison and was 

found in the Little Wolf River 

shortly before 8am 



yesterday.  More than 20 

different agencies aided in 

the search effort.   

A high speed chase that 

began in Lincoln County 

last week damaged two 

squad cars.  Pursuit began 

when a patrol deputy ran a 

license plate check and 

discovered the owner had 

multiple felony warrants.  At 

speeds over 100 mph the 

vehicle took off, covering 

some 14 miles to Lakewood 

Road near Cassian in 

Oneida County where the 

driver rammed one of the 

squads.  The suspect again 

took off but the vehicle was 

disabled when rammed 

again by the second patrol 

unit.  The driver tried to flee 

on foot but was arrested.  

One deputy reported minor 

injuries.  The suspect was 

treated and released to 

custody for injuries as well.   

Farmers or hobbyists having 

old pesticide products 



containing aldicarb are 

reminded it can no longer 

be used in Wisconsin and 

should be disposed of 

properly.  Aldicarb was the 

active ingredient in Temik 

and the EPA along with 

Bayer CropScience, the 

manufacturer, agreed to 

phase out its use.  The 

chemical posed a risk to 

infants and children eating 

food with residues of the 

spray and it posed a threat 

to groundwater.   

Hall of fame Packer fullback 

Jim Taylor died 

unexpectedly over the 

weekend.  He was 83.  He 

won four NFL titles with 

Green Bay and scored the 

first rushing touchdown in 

Super Bowl history.   
 

  
Trailer thefts in Lincoln Co.  News 10/15/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Supreme Court justice Brett 

Kavanaugh was one of the 

major topics covered in the 

second of three debates 

between candidates for 

Wisconsin's U-S Senate seat.  



Incumbent Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin voted "no" 

and Republican challenger 

Leah Vukmir accused her of 

not keeping an open mind.  

Vukmir says Baldwin made 

her decision before the 

Senate hearings were held.  

Baldwin denies that saying 

she asked to meet with 

Kavanaugh seven times, 

but was turned away.  

Polling shows Baldwin 

leading by 10 percentage 

points in her effort to hang 

on to her position. 

The Democratic candidate 

for Wisconsin governor says 

his plans for a tax cut would 

provide 340-million dollars in 

relief for lower-to-middle-

class households.  Tony 

Evers says middle-class 

families deserve a tax code 

which "puts them first."  

Incumbent Governor Scott 

Walker's campaign is 

running ads warning Evers 

would raise taxes and call 



his plan a publicity stunt.  

Evers says Wisconsin would 

cover the cost of the cuts 

by reducing wasteful 

spending, getting rid of 

duplicate state programs 

and phasing out what he 

calls Walker's "millionaire 

and corporate welfare 

giveaway."   

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department reported an 

unusual number of trailer 

thefts have taken place 

lately.  Most of the trailers 

were enclosed and some 

contained construction 

tools.  The latest theft 

occurred last weekend 

when a three place 

snowmobile trailer was 

taken from a business in the 

Town of Pine River. 

Sports buffs in Wisconsin hit 

overload tonight as the 

Milwaukee Brewers are in 

LA for game three of the 

NCLS, and it’s the Packers 

and 49er in Monday night 



football.   
 

  
One car rollover east of 
Eagle River News 10/16/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Two flight for life helicopters 

were needed early this 

morning after a one car 

rollover east of Eagle River.  

Vilas County dispatched 

paramedics to the scene 

on Hwy 70 east just after 

1:30.  Initially one person 

was thought to be in the 

vehicle but when deputies 

arrived a second person, 

reportedly unresponsive 

was also inside.  Both had 

to be extricated from the 

upside down vehicle.  No 

other information is 

available.   

 

The search is still on for 13-

year old Jayme Kloss in 

Barron County.  Her parents 

were found dead of 

gunshot wounds in her 

Town of Barron home 

yesterday morning.  Amber 

alerts were triggered 

beginning yesterday 

afternoon.   



 

While overall state funding 

for Wisconsin schools went 

up, new figures from the 

Department of Public 

Instruction show the 

majority of districts across 

the North got far less that 

last year.  Built off the 

school aid formula, general 

aid is based on student 

numbers, property value 

and eligible expenditures.  

Rhinelander saw a 3.18% 

increase to $4.467 million.  

Prentice had the largest 

increase in the area at 

nearly 16%, totaling over 

$252,000.  However most 

were below last year’s 

totals, averaging a 15% 

reduction in funds.  Lac du 

Flambeau took the biggest 

hit at nearly 18 and a half 

percent.  Districts in Elcho, 

Florence, Lakeland, Merrill, 

Eagle River, Three Lakes, 

Tomahawk and White Lake 

all saw decreases. 



 

Lakeland Union High School 

will host the US 7th 

Congressional District 

debate next month.  

Republican incumbent 

Sean Duffy will meet 

Democratic challenger 

Margaret Engebretson in 

the high school theatre 

November first.  The debate 

is open to the public.   
 

  
Amber alert issued for 
missing child News 10/16/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities issued an Amber 

Alert as they continue to 

search for a 13-year-old girl 

missing from a home where 

her parents were killed.  

They think Jayme Closs is in 

danger.  A 9-1-1 caller led 

Barron County deputies to 

the home early yesterday 

morning when the bodies of 

James and Denise Closs 

were found.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says shots had 

been fired, but he wouldn't 

confirm that was how the 

two had been killed.  The F-

B-I has been called in to 



help with the search for the 

missing girl, reportedly seen 

at a gas station in Miami. 

A man with a history of 

sexually assaulting children 

will be released to the 

community.  Jeffrey 

Levasseur was convicted in 

1992 in Minnesota and 

twice in 1999 in Forest 

County of sex crimes.  On 

Thursday the 25th Levasseur 

will live on Sand Lake Road 

in Crandon under intensive 

supervision and GPS 

monitoring.   

Early yesterday morning 

surveillance video showed 

a white cargo van pulling 

into the Stark GM 

dealership in Merrill.  

Suspects used a device to 

life nine vehicles and 

removed the tires and rim.  

One of those vehicles 

slipped off the device and 

struck the van, which may 

now have damage on one 

of the bumpers.  The 



Sheriff’s department asks 

anyone with information to 

contact their office.  A 

similar theft occurred earlier 

this month at a dealership in 

Neillsville. 

Governor Scott Walker is 

pledging to increase 

funding for town roads.  The 

proposal comes amid 

Democratic re-election 

attacks that Walker hasn’t 

done enough to fix 

Wisconsin’s ailing roads.  No 

details were released. 
 

 
Barron Co. officials 
downplaying the appearance 
of missing child in Fla.   News 10/17/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Barron County Sheriff’s 

department is downplaying 

a tip that 13-year old 

Jayme Closs was seen in 

Florida.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald said there’s no 

credible information about 

a sighting in Miami.  He 

couldn’t say why they 

believe she’s in danger, but 

did say she’s not a 

runaway.  Her parents, 

James and Denise Closs 

were found dead in the 



family home early Monday 

morning and Jayme 

missing.  Fitzgerald said their 

priority right now is finding 

her. 

 

What turned out to be a 

documentary film crew 

prompted a lockdown 

across six Marathon county 

school districts yesterday.  A 

911 call reported someone 

pointing a firearm at a 

school bus in the Town of 

Cleveland at Fairview Road 

and Hwy P.  In actuality it 

was a microphone on a 

boom stick from a film crew 

working nearby.  Marathon, 

Edgar, Stratford, Spencer, 

Colby/Abbotsford and 

Athens were locked down 

around 11:30 for about a 

half hour until it was 

determined there was no 

threat.   

 

Three years ago Wisconsin 

Democrats filed a lawsuit 



charging Republicans, who 

control the legislature, 

redrew political boundary 

lines in their favor.  It went 

to the Supreme Court who 

declined to take the case, 

instead sending it back to 

the state.  Last month 

Democrats filed a new suit, 

addressing the concerns of 

the high court.  April 

second the matter gets a 

new trial is US District court.   

 

And in sports the Brewers 

couldn’t find their bats as 

the LA Dodgers tied the 

NLCS at two games apiece 

with a 2-1, 13 inning win last 

night.  Game five is this 

afternoon. 
 
 

 
State residents with pre 
existing health issues a 
political hot topic News 10/17/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

The majority leader in the 

Wisconsin Senate says 

passage of a state-level 

protection for people with 

pre-existing health 

conditions can't be ruled 

out.  Republican Scott 



Fitzgerald tells reporters 

there are members of his 

party in the Senate who are 

probably "not on board" 

with the protections.  

Governor Scott Walker has 

promised those pre-existing 

conditions will be covered 

in the state as long as he is 

governor.  Fitzgerald says 

opponents don't like the 

fact it would be a 

mandate, but he says he 

thinks the measure would 

pass in the Senate. 

U-S Senator Bernie Sanders 

will headline Democratic 

rallies in Milwaukee and 

Kenosha next Monday.  The 

independent senator from 

Vermont will be in 

Milwaukee to rally liberal 

voters for Democrats like U-S 

Senator Tammy Baldwin, 

gubernatorial candidate 

Tony Evers, and 

congressional candidate 

Randy Bryce.  He will make 

a second appearance later 



the same day in Kenosha, 

again rallying Democrats 

for Bryce. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice has awarded well 

over 500 grants to increase 

school safety in the state.  

Yesterday several more 

area school districts were 

identified among 167 as 

recipients to a share of 

more than $12 million.  With 

funds running from AV-W’s 

$30,000 to Wausau’s 

$393,000 other schools 

included Lakeland, 

Medford and Prentice.  The 

DOJ also announced plans 

to train more than 5,000 

teachers and other 

professionals to assist in the 

creation of school safety 

intervention teams.   

There was no winner in last 

night’s Mega Millions lottery 

drawing.  That means the 

jackpot for Friday is now at 

least $868 million, the 

largest in the game’s 



history. 

 

 
Homicide in Barron Co.  News 10/18/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Homicide.  The finding of an 

autopsy on James and 

Denise Closs of Barron who 

were found shot to death 

at their home early 

Monday.  Their daughter, 

13-year old Jayme was 

home at the time and has 

been missing since.  The 

Barron County Sheriff’s 

office confirmed the 

shooting and said no 

weapon was found.  An 

amber alert was issued for 

Jayme as authorities work 

to find the endangered 

teen. 

A number of political 

candidates, both 

incumbents and 

challengers have been 

hitting Wisconsin, spreading 

the message of voter 

registration.  Add to that list 

President Donald Trump 

who’ll make a stop at the 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 



Mosinee next week.  On 

Wednesday he’ll be here in 

support of Republican 

senate candidate Leah 

Vukmir who’s taking on 

incumbent Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin.  The 

president is also expected 

to address the need for 

voters to expand GOP 

majorities in House and 

Senate.  The White House 

had no mention of 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker, who’s in a tight 

race with Democrat Tony 

Evers.  This will be Trump’s 

first trip back to the state 

since June when he 

attended the 

groundbreaking of the 

Foxconn factory. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo 

had 25 points, 18 rebounds 

and eight assists as the 

Milwaukee Bucks spoiled 

the Charlotte Hornets’ 

celebration of 30 years of 

basketball with a 113-112 



victory in the season 

opener for both teams last 

night. 

And the Dodgers are one 

win away from the World 

Series, beating the Brewers 

yesterday 5-2.  They take a 

3-2 National League series 

lead back to Milwaukee 

Friday night.   

 

 
Rock Springs flood plan 
discussed News 10/18/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Rock Springs trustees have 

discussed moving the 

village's downtown district 

out of the floodplain after 

the damage done by flood 

waters earlier this year.  

Plans are on hold while the 

community in Sauk County 

waits to hear about a 

federal disaster 

declaration.  Another 

approach could be to 

fortify low-lying areas of the 

village against high water.  

Most of downtown Rock 

Springs is subject to flooding 

from the Baraboo River.  

Water levels reached 27 



feet earlier this year -- just 

one foot below the all-time 

record. 

The Unified Lower Eagle 

River Chain of Lakes 

Commission hosts a public 

informational meeting next 

month to present results of 

this year's Eurasian water 

milfoil management 

program on the Chain.    

The presentation will 

provide the results of the 

Diver assisted suction 

harvesting efforts which 

occurred on Yellow Birch, 

Scattering Rice and 

Watersmeet lakes this past 

summer, and an overview 

of the proposed 20l9 

management program on 

the Eagle River Chain. 

 

The on-again, off-again 

performance of a play by 

drama students at 

Shorewood High School has 

been canceled a second 

time.  Students had 



planned to offer a closed 

performance for their 

parents yesterday, but that 

was called off after a 

heated Tuesday night 

meeting.  A 17-year-old boy 

was arrested Wednesday 

for posting a threatening 

message online.  The school 

district called the play off 

the first time for fear there 

would be protests over the 

inclusion of the "N-word" in 

the dialogue of "To Kill A 

Mockingbird." 

The Brewers and 

Dodgers have today off 

before it’s do or die for 

the crew tomorrow 

night in Milwakee.   
 

 
Sex offender to be released News 10/19/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Earlier this week we told of 

a convicted child sex 

offender being released in 

Forest County.  If a citizens 

group has their way, that 

won’t happen.  52-year old 



Jeffrey LeVasseur served his 

sentences for sex crimes 

against children in 1992 

and 99.  Earlier attempts to 

place him in several other 

locations failed and he’s 

now to be released to a 

home near Crandon under 

intensive supervision next 

week.  Monday night a 

citizen committee meets in 

Mole Lake to begin a 

petition to keep LeVasseur 

out of Forest County.   

Lincoln County joins an 

area partnership to 

improve local foster care 

programs.  The county 

board approved joining the 

Northwoods Foster Care 

Community along with 

Florence, Forest, Iron, 

Langlade, Oneida, Price, 



Taylor and Vilas counties.  

The organization offers 

support to foster parents in 

advance of placement of 

children and other services.   

Airport officials in Central 

Wisconsin and local law 

enforcement are putting 

the plans together for 

President Trump’s stop in 

Mosinee next week.  CWA 

officials and police meet 

with the Secret Service 

today to discuss what 

updates need to be made, 

including public places 

where people can see the 

President.  Trump is coming 

to support GOP candidates 

in advance of the 

November election.   

The Mega Millions lottery 



drawing tonight now sits 

over $970-million and 

officials say because of the 

strong sales it can go even 

higher.  It’s the second 

largest jackpot in US history, 

behind only a $1.6-billion 

Powerball prize won two 

years ago.  Right now the 

odds of winning are 302-

and a half million to one.   

 

 
Wis. Man enters pleas in 
intentional homicide case News 10/19/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Justice Office of School 

Safety is working with 

Wausau Police and the 

Wisconsin Safe and Healthy 

Schools Center to deploy 

trained therapists, school 

resource officers, and 

comfort dogs to the Barron 

School District.  Thirteen 

year-old Jayme Closs, 

whose parents were 

murdered this week, is a 

student in the district. A 



nationwide Amber Alert 

remains in effect for Jayme.  

A therapist and school 

resource officer with a 

therapy dog and trauma-

informed care training from 

the Wausau Police 

Department were on site 

yesterday.  The OSS is also 

developing resources to 

assist the school, including a 

team of counselors. 

A 59-year-old Wisconsin 

Rapids man entered a no 

contest plea to a charge of 

first-degree intentional 

homicide during a court 

hearing yesterday.  Gary 

Bohman is accused of 

shooting his ex-wife's 

husband to death inside 

Higher Ground Bakery and 

Cafe last March.  

Surveillance video showed 

39-year-old Christopher 

Race working behind the 

counter when he was killed 

with his young children 



present.  Bohman is to be 

sentenced December 18th. 

Presidential approval of a 

federal disaster declaration 

for Wisconsin opens the 

door for funding to help 

with the recovery from a 

series of storms which hit the 

state over the summer.  

Heavy rain, tornadoes, 

straight-line winds, flooding, 

and landslides did millions 

of dollars in damage 

between mid-August and 

mid-September.  Residents 

and local governments in 

eight central Wisconsin 

counties will be eligible for 

the federal assistance -- 

including grants, low-cost 

loans and other programs 

to help with the recovery. 

And it’s game six for the 

Brewers and Dodgers 

tonight. 
 

 
Adams Co. hunters come 
across human remains  News 10/22/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Deer hunters came across 

human remains in Adams 

county over the weekend.  

The Adams County Sheriff’s 



office reported the 

discovery in the Town of 

Monroe Saturday afternoon 

and said it may be William 

Sheeran who was reported 

missing last summer.  Tests 

will provide positive 

identification. 

 

Wausau Police reported the 

death of an infant and a 

28—year old woman 

babysitting was arrested.  

Marissa Tietsort was caring 

for the two month old 

Thursday at her home on 

North 6th street.  When the 

mother picked up the child 

she found him unresponsive 

and notified authorities.  

Tietsort was found at a 

nearby hotel Friday, 

arrested on previous 

warrant for child abuse.  

She’s in Marathon county 

court today, with charges 

pending on autopsy results. 

 

After Friday’s night 



gubernatorial debate 

between Republican 

Governor, Scott Walker, 

and Democratic 

challenger, Tony Evers, both 

candidates hit the road 

again hoping to win your 

vote on November 6. Gov. 

Walker kicked-off his 

statewide tour in Weston at 

the Republican 

headquarters, while Tony 

Evers spent time in 

Milwaukee opening a new 

campaign office with 

volunteers.  Both Walker 

and Evers delivered sharp 

attack lines in their first 

debate over hot topics in 

the race including taxes, 

education, healthcare, and 

roads.  

The Hodag Little League 

team benefits from a 

$25,000 grant from the 

Rhinelander Community 

Foundation.  The funds will 

help in the construction of a 

concession stand building 



with adjoining restrooms by 

the field in Hodag Park.  The 

foundation has previously 

awarded grants for 

improvements within the 

park to enhance the 

usability within the 

community.   
 

 
Man dies while duck hunting 
in the Fox River News 10/22/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

A man has died while duck 

hunting when his boat 

capsized in high winds on 

the Fox River. The Green 

Lake County Sheriff's Office 

says crews searched for the 

52-year-old Princeton man 

near Puckaway Lake in the 

Town of Marquette and 

found his body in the water 

around 2:30 Saturday 

afternoon. Deputies say the 

man was duck hunting with 

a Berlin man and a dog 

when high winds 

overturned the boat and 

threw the men into the 

water. Investigators say the 

Berlin man made it to shore 

with the dog and called 9-

1-1. Names haven’t been 



released. 

Two Merrill men were 

arrested Saturday in 

different traffic stops.  A 21-

year old was picked up on 

numerous warrants for 

failing to appear in both 

Lincoln and Marathon 

County courts for cases 

related to felony bail 

jumping charges, 

possession of 

methamphetamine and 

drug paraphernalia, 

criminal damage to 

property and transmitting a 

false alarm.  A 20-year old 

was cited after a crash on 

Hwy 107.  A deputy found 

him sitting in car and 

observed signs of 

impairment.  He was taken 

to Ascension Good 

Samaritan Health Center 

and treated for OWI and 

having open intoxicants in 

the vehicle. 

The Natural Resources 

Board votes on emergency 



rules for catfishing 

Wednesday in Madison.  

Governor Scott Walker 

signed a bill earlier this year 

authorizing new guidelines 

for taking catfish by hand, 

bow or crossbow.  The new 

regulations would establish 

the season for catfishing by 

hand to run from June 1st to 

August 31st.  A bow-fishing 

season would mirror the 

rough fish spearing season. 
 

 
Homicide trial opens for area 
woman  News 10/23/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The homicide trial for 30-

year old Ellen Tran opened 

yesterday in Oneida 

County Court.  She’s 

charged in the death of 20-

month old Avery Edwards 

last April, saying the child 

fell in the tub.  Autopsy 

reports indicate the cause 

of death was blunt force 

trauma.   

Also in court yesterday, 39-

year old Aries Tatrow of 

Rhinelander, accused of 

stealing at least $80,000 

from the Remington Oil 



stations he managed in 

Rhinelander and Gleason.  

He waived his preliminary 

hearing and is back in court 

January 8th.   

Community members in the 

Forest County Town of 

Nashville will meet with 

Sheriff John Dennee this 

afternoon and continue 

their efforts to stop a 

convicted child sex 

offender from living there.  

Jeffrey LeVasseur was 

convicted of assaulting 

several children in the 90s.  

He was to be released to a 

home on Sand Lake Road 

Thursday, but area residents 

met with town officials and 

Tribal leaders yesterday in 

an effort to stop the 

placement.  And until those 

concerns are heard, Tribal 

attorneys are expected to 

file an emergency 

injunction to delay 

LeVasseur’s release. 

Officials in Barron County 



are looking for 2000 

volunteers to continue the 

ground search today for 13-

year old Jayme Closs, 

whose parents were shot to 

death and the teen 

abducted last week. 

Officials in the Town of 

Newbold will share details 

of the extent of the spread 

of land based invasive 

plants in a meeting 

Saturday afternoon.  The 

town recently conducted a 

survey of the invasives and 

they’re now looking to find 

the best way to combat the 

problem and are asking 

residents to help.   
 

 
Search for missing girl in 
Barron Co. continues News 10/23/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Barron County Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald is asking for two-

thousand volunteers to 

show up at a staging area 

this morning at 9:00 A-M as 

the search for a missing girl 

continues.  Thirteen-year-

old Jayme Closs was home 

when her parents were shot 

to death last week.  



Authorities are looking for 

two vehicles -- a red or 

orange Dodge Challenger 

and a black Ford Edge or 

Acura M-D-X.  Fitzgerald 

says the case is being 

worked 24-7 and more than 

12-hundred tips from the 

public have been received, 

so far.  Authorities haven't 

named any persons of 

interest.  Several hundred 

people gathered on a 

blustery high school football 

field last night in a vigil 

hoping the teen will be 

found safe.   

28-year old Marissa Tietsort 

of Wausau already has 

charges of child abuse 

against her in Marathon 

County court.  A homicide 

charge is pending in the 

death of a 2-month old last 

week.  Authorities are 

waiting on autopsy results 

before filing formal charges.  

Court records show that 



four of Teitsort’s own 

children were permanently 

removed from her care. 

She’s currently being jailed 

on a $250,000 cash bond. 

History suggests young 

voters don't go to the polls 

and cast their ballots, but 

that may be changing.  

Dozens of students voted 

early Monday at the 

University of Wisconsin-

Madison.  Advocates of 

early voting were urging 

students to cast a ballot on 

the East Campus Mall.  This 

is called VoteFest Week on 

hundreds of college 

campuses nationwide.  

Students who are registered 

will be able to vote at 

several locations through 

Friday, November 2nd. 
 

 
Some clues found yesterday 
in search for missing Barron 
Co. girl  News 10/24/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Some items were found 

yesterday during a search 

for clues into the 

disappearance of 13-year 

old Jayme Closs.  A couple 



thousand people joined the 

Barron County Sheriff’s 

department and DNR 

personnel searching fields, 

marshes and wooded areas 

for anything of interest.  

Investigators believe the 

teenager was abducted 

and have said she’s not a 

suspect in her parents’ 

deaths. The couple was 

found shot to death Oct. 15 

in their home near Barron. 

 

Tomorrow, convicted child 

sex offender Jeffery 

LeVasseur is to be released 

to a home in the Forest 

County Town of Nashville.  

Even the Sheriff doesn’t like 

it.  Yesterday John Dennee 

met with area residents who 

said they were never 

notified of LeVasseur’s 

release.  Dennee also said 

his department wasn’t 

notified either, but what 

can be done is likely a 

matter for the courts.   



 

Security is tight around the 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee in advance of a 

visit by President Trump 

tonight.  He’s scheduled to 

make remarks at 6:30 to 

drum up support for GOP 

candidates.  The event will 

be in the Endeavor Hangar 

with all parking entrances 

and security checks done 

there.  No posters, banners, 

signs or professional 

cameras are allowed in.  

Doors open at 3:30. 

 

Three Lakes is looking for a 

new chamber executive 

director.  Sarah Flashing left 

the job to take the newly 

formed marketing director 

position with the 

organization.  She said 

having two strong 

professionals in key positions 

is a win for business and 

economic development in 

the community.  The board 



hopes to have the position 

filled by early December.   
 

 
Wisconsin is getting a lot of 
presidential attention  News 10/24/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Originally, some 

Republicans in the 

Wisconsin Senate didn't 

want to vote on state 

protection for people with 

pre-existing health 

conditions because they 

were already protected by 

federal law.  Now, Senate 

leader Alberta Darling says 

there is unanimous support 

for passage of a state 

guarantee.  Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald had been 

less positive last week.  

Governor Scott Walker 

wants the federal 

protection repealed, so 

states like Wisconsin can 

pass their own guarantees 

of coverage for people 

with pre-existing conditions. 

Wisconsin is getting a lot of 

presidential attention.  

Vermont Senator Bernie 

Sanders was here Monday 

while Democrats focus their 



efforts on campaigning for 

Senator Tammy Baldwin 

and gubernatorial 

candidate Tony Evers in 

advance of the November 

6th election.  Former 

President Barack Obama 

will make a stop in 

Milwaukee Friday.  

President Donald Trump 

heads to central Wisconsin 

later today to stump for 

Baldwin’s opponent, Leah 

Vukmir.  A rally is set for the 

Central Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee.   

Several local organizations 

will benefit from a series of 

donations.  Trig’s food stores 

last week baked up 100-

foot strawberry shortcakes 

and the sales netted a 

$5000 check for the Make a 

Wish Foundation.  Since 

1996, Trig’s has raised over 

$150,000 for the 

organization that grants life-

changing wishes for 

children.  A series of 



donations from mBank in 

Lincoln County totaled 

$15,000.  Earlier this year the 

Michigan-based bank 

acquired Lincoln 

Community banks in Merrill 

and Glease.  Yesterday 

they awarded $5000 to the 

Optimist Club of Merrill and 

School District.  Two $2500 

donations went to the VFW 

and Merrill Community 

Homeless Center. 
 

 
President Trump speaks in 
Mosinee News 10/25/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

In a state he won easily two 

years ago, President 

Donald Trump rallied the 

GOP last night in Mosinee 

and spoke well over an 

hour on a wide range of 

political issues.  Originally 

booked as support for 

Republican Senate 

candidate Leah Vukmir, 

whose taking on incumbent 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin, 

the president said he’s 

going off script and brought 

her to the podium to 

address the large, 



enthusiastic crowd.  He also 

pushed for Republican 

Governor Scott Walker and 

acknowledged nearly 

every other GOP office 

holder attending.  His 

remarks hit all the hot 

buttons, starting with the 

bomb scares in New York 

and Washington, the 

Foxconn project, 

manufacturing, healthcare, 

the migrant caravan, 

Supreme Court Justice Brett 

Kavanaugh, tax cuts and 

more.  He wrapped up 

saying the people have the 

power and can show it on 

election day.   

Meanwhile Democrats 

rallied across central 

Wisconsin in response to 

Trump’s visit, saying the 

state plays a big role in the 

mid-terms.  Incumbents and 

candidates along with 

volunteers made phone 

calls and knocked on doors 



letting people know how 

important it is to vote on 

November 6th.  Barack 

Obama will be in 

Milwaukee Friday. 

A $25,000 reward is now 

being offered, for 

information that directly 

relates to the location of 13-

year-old Jayme Closs, the 

Barron County girl who has 

been missing since her 

parents murder more than 

a week and a-half ago.  

Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald said 

200 law enforcement 

officers are on the ground 

24/7 in an effort to solve the 

crime.   Funerals for James 

and Denise Closs are set for 

Saturday. 

 

 
Despite objections, sex 
offender is moving into a 
home in Forest Co.  News 10/25/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Despite efforts fighting the 

placement of a convicted 

child sex offender to be 

released to a home in 

Forest County, Jeffrey 



LeVassuer is moving in.  He 

was convicted in the 90s of 

several assaults against 

children and will live in a 

home on Sand Lake Road 

in the Town of Nashville.  

The last several days area 

residents and Tribal leaders 

with the Sogowan 

Chippewa along with 

Sheriff John Dennee have 

been meeting to stop the 

release.  Yesterday Judge 

Neal Nielsen denied an 

injunction filed by the Tribe.  

Meeting in Mole Lake, 

members of the 

Department of Health 

Services explained the 

involuntary commitment of 

individuals with a history of 

sexual offenses and the 

process of how they ensure 

safety of the community.  

Polling of two-thousand 

Wisconsin adults conducted 

earlier this month gives the 

edge to statewide 

Democratic candidates 



two weeks before the 

general election.  The Ipsos 

poll gives Democrat Tony 

Evers a three-point edge 

over incumbent Governor 

Scott Walker in the race for 

the state's highest elective 

office.  It shows incumbent 

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

with a 15-point lead over 

Republican challenger 

Leah Vukmir.  The poll was 

conducted before the 

October 19th debate 

between Walker and Evers. 

The Wisconsin Democracy 

Campaign, a government 

watchdog group reports 

almost 24-million dollars in 

outside money has been 

funneled into Wisconsin 

election campaigns.  

Republican express 

advocacy groups spent 17-

point-three-million dollars, 

while Democratic 

counterparts spent six-point-

six-million.  Express 

advocacy groups use 



words like "vote for" or "vote 

against" in their ads.  Most 

of the money -- 17-million -- 

was spent on the 

campaign for governor. 
 

 
Local woman could spend 
60 years in prison News 10/26/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Despite efforts fighting the 

placement of a convicted 

child sex offender to be 

released to a home in 

Forest County, Jeffrey 

LeVassuer is moving in.  He 

was convicted in the 90s of 

several assaults against 

children and will live in a 

home on Sand Lake Road 

in the Town of Nashville.  

The last several days area 

residents and Tribal leaders 

with the Sogowan 

Chippewa along with 

Sheriff John Dennee have 

been meeting to stop the 

release.  Yesterday Judge 

Neal Nielsen denied an 

injunction filed by the Tribe.  

Meeting in Mole Lake, 

members of the 

Department of Health 

Services explained the 



involuntary commitment of 

individuals with a history of 

sexual offenses and the 

process of how they ensure 

safety of the community.  

Polling of two-thousand 

Wisconsin adults conducted 

earlier this month gives the 

edge to statewide 

Democratic candidates 

two weeks before the 

general election.  The Ipsos 

poll gives Democrat Tony 

Evers a three-point edge 

over incumbent Governor 

Scott Walker in the race for 

the state's highest elective 

office.  It shows incumbent 

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

with a 15-point lead over 

Republican challenger 

Leah Vukmir.  The poll was 

conducted before the 

October 19th debate 

between Walker and Evers. 

The Wisconsin Democracy 

Campaign, a government 

watchdog group reports 

almost 24-million dollars in 



outside money has been 

funneled into Wisconsin 

election campaigns.  

Republican express 

advocacy groups spent 17-

point-three-million dollars, 

while Democratic 

counterparts spent six-point-

six-million.  Express 

advocacy groups use 

words like "vote for" or "vote 

against" in their ads.  Most 

of the money -- 17-million -- 

was spent on the 

campaign for governor. 
 

 
Mich. Man will return to Door 
Co. in death of wife News 10/26/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

An 82-year-old Michigan 

man accused of killing his 

wife in 1975 will voluntarily 

return to Door County to 

face the charges.  Richard 

Gale Pierce of Cheboygan 

signed a waiver of 

extradition at a Thursday 

court hearing.  Carol Jean 

Pierce was 35 years old 

when she disappeared 

from the couple's mobile 

home in Sturgeon Bay 43 

years ago.  Her body has 



never turned up. 

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson 

calls a wave of pipe bombs 

mailed to prominent figures 

across the nation “an 

unbelievably despicable 

act.” The Wisconsin 

Republican said “President 

Trump is exactly right. This is 

the time, to unify. Let’s not 

place blame games. Let’s 

find this person, let’s bring 

this person to justice.”  Two 

new packages were found 

this morning, on addressed 

to Senator Cory Booker and 

another to former national 

intelligence director James 

Clapper.  Authorities 

believe they’ve pinpointed 

the origination to southern 

Florida.  

 

Bringing a little happiness to 

the people of Barron 

County was a primary 

reason for a little music and 

foot stomping last night.  

NBC Voice contestant, and 



Barron native Chris Kroeze 

performed for middle and 

high school students as the 

search for their classmate, 

13-year old Jayme Closs 

continues, missing now for a 

week and a half.   

Ascension St. Michael's 

Hospital in Stevens Point is 

celebrating the opening of 

their breast care center 

today.  The center will offer 

a dedicated area for 

expanded services for 

patients, and a centralized 

location for them to get 

answers to their questions 

and concerns.  The facility is 

equipped with state of the 

art technology including 3D 

mammography machines 

and ultrasounds.   

 

 
Barron couple who were 
murdered are laid to rest News 10/29/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

James and Denise Closs 

were laid to rest Saturday 

afternoon.  The Barron 

County couple were found 



murdered in their home two 

weeks ago.  Their 13-year 

old daughter, Jayme, is still 

missing as hundreds of law 

enforcement officials and 

volunteers continue the 

search, which is now 

nationwide.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald continues to 

keep in touch with family 

members and hopes he 

can bring them some good 

news in the coming days.  

The reward for information 

leading to the return of the 

missing teen has doubled to 

$50,000, put up by the FBI 

and the Jennie-O Turkey 

stores.  Both parents were 

employed with the 

company.   

Construction begins next 

month on the new 

Marshfield Clinic hospital in 

Minocqua.  Adjacent to 

their existing clinic the 

72,000 square foot facility 

will now be two stories.  The 

plans originally called for a 



$35-million project but new 

figures have not been 

released.   Oneida County 

approved the conditional 

use permit back in 

February. 

A new report finds 

Wisconsin communities 

have lacked funding to 

expand public 

transportation services.  

Nine Wisconsin nonprofit 

organizations reviewed U.S. 

Census data, local transit 

reports and interviewed 

riders for the two-year 

study.   One of the authors 

of the report says transit 

officials are doing the best 

with the funds they have, 

but the study found gaps in 

most transit systems around 

Wisconsin.  Regional 

transportation planners say 

the report doesn't consider 

how lack of ridership 

hinders the ability to 

expand services in some 

areas.  Some transportation 



officials say it's not practical 

to have public 

transportation to every 

community in the area. 
 

 
Marathon Co. girl died in a 
go cart accident over the 
weekend  News 10/29/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Authorities say a 12-

year-old girl from 

Marathon County died 

in a go-Cart accident 

over the weekend in 

Marinette County. The 

Sheriff's Office says the 

accident was reported 

just before 3 P-M 

Saturday on private 

property in the Town of 

Grover. Deputies say the 

girl was operating the 

go-kart when she struck 

a parked truck.  She was 

taken to an Oconto 

hospital with shoulder 

and internal injuries. 

Several hours later, 

authorities were notified 

she had died from 



complications of her 

injuries. The victim is 

identified as Madison 

Pluger of Spencer. 

Investigators say she 

was visiting her 

grandmother and family 

where the accident 

happened. The crash 

remains under 

investigation. 

A 54-year old Merrill 

man was arrested and a 

juvenile referred to the 

DNR following a report 

of poaching in the Town 

of Harding.  Lincoln 

County deputies were 

investigating a report of 

a deer being shot in a 

field off of West End 

Drive.  The man saw a 

UTV matching the 

description and 

followed the suspect, a 

14-year old boy.  



Deputies believe the 

man struck the UTV, 

causing it to crash 

however no one was 

hurt.  The man was 

arrested for first degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety and obstruction.  

The teen admitted to 

the poaching and the 

DNR will handle it. 

Former Vice President 

Joe Biden is coming to 

Milwaukee.  He'll attend 

a rally for state 

Democrats Tuesday at 

Laborers' Local 113 on 

Appleton Avenue.  It's 

scheduled to start at 2 

P-M.  Biden will also 

attend a rally in 

Madison Tuesday at the 

Gordon Dining and 

Event Center. 
 

 
Cameron man charged with News 10/30/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 A 32-year old Cameron 



burglary  man faces felony charges, 

arrested for burglarizing the 

home of James and Denise 

Closs.  The couple was was 

killed two weeks ago and 

their 13-year old daughter 

Jayme has been missing 

since.  Authorities 

discovered Kyle Jaenke-

Annis in the home Saturday 

morning during the 

couple’s funeral.  They also 

say he’s not a suspect in 

the case.  He’s back in 

court next week. 

 

The woman convicted of 

killing 20-month old Avery 

Edwards will be sentenced 

next month in Oneida 

County Court.  Ellen Tran 

could face 40 –years in 

prison when she learns her 

fate November 28th.   

 

Nearly two dozen charges 

have been filed against a 

man after he allegedly tried 

to kill a Crandon woman.  



40-year old Cory Lee Brown 

has both an Antigo and 

Wausau addresses shown in 

online court records.  He 

was in Forest County court 

yesterday on those charges 

that include first degree 

intentional homicide and 

domestic abuse.  He 

reportedly assaulted a 

woman at her home in 

September and threatened 

to kill her.  She managed to 

get away to a neighbor’s to 

call authorities.  He was 

arrested a short time later.  

The two had been seeing 

each other and the victim 

said he had been drinking.   

 

As schools across the state 

look to referendums for 

funding next week, Lac du 

Flambeau will just move 

forward.  Ever growing 

enrollment has stretched 

the available space and 

beginning in spring the 

school should break ground 



on six new classrooms and 

fitness center.  The $1.2-

million project will be self-

funded.  The district plans to 

let bids in February. 
 

 
State flags flown at half staff 
after murders at Pittsburgh 
synagogue News 10/30/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin flags are flying at 

half-staff to remember the 

victims of the Pittsburgh 

synagogue shooting.  

Governor Scott Walker 

ordered the flags to be 

lowered through sunset 

Wednesday.  That's the 

same timeline ordered by 

President Donald Trump for 

U-S flags.  In the meantime, 

funerals for some of the 

victims are today as 

suspected shooter Robert 

Bowers, who's being held 

without bond, will be back 

in court Thursday. 

An undercover officer 

posing as a 15-year old girl 

has a Tomahawk man in 

Marathon County Court.  

40-year old Joseph Wagner 

faces numerous felony 

charges for allegedly using 



a computer to meet the girl 

for sex.  The investigation, 

lasting two weeks, found 

Wagner sent numerous 

inappropriate videos and 

photos and asked for 

photos in return.  He was 

arrested in Rib Mountain 

after attempting to meet 

the girl.  He’s back in court 

next week. 

The mid-term elections are 

a week away and 

Republican US Senate 

candidate Leah Vukmir 

continues the campaign in 

the area today.  President 

Trump’s son Eric joins her at 

stops in Wisconsin Rapids 

and Kronenwetter while 

Congressman Sean Duffy is 

with her in Ladysmith and 

Phillips.  Vukmir is trying to 

unseat incumbent 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin.   

The DNR wants to make 

sure deer hunters are up to 

speed on regulations.  The 

state 9-day gun season 



opens November 17th 

followed by the 

muzzleloader season and a 

four day antlerless season.  

Iron County is the only area 

designated as buck only 

this year.  The DNR website 

features the Hunt Wild 

Wisconsin app where 

hunters can find up to date 

regulations and more. 
 

 
Wreckage of helicopter 
found in northern Wis.  News 10/31/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Several agencies, searching 

since early Monday, found 

the wreckage of a 

helicopter that went down 

in near Odanah in Ashland 

County.  Officials with the 

National Transportation 

Safety Board said the pilot, 

identified as 64-year old 

Dean Bass, was killed when 

the chopper crashed.  He 

was the only one on board.  

It was found early Tuesday 

in a remote area of the Bad 

River Indian Reservation.  It 

was scheduled to arrive in 

Duluth on the way to 

Madison.    



A two week long 

prostitution sting in 

Marathon County has eight 

men cited and the Wausau 

School District is looking to 

see if one of them works for 

the district.  Rothschild 

Police say the men 

responded to an ad placed 

online by undercover 

officers.  62-year old 

Michael Schwei was among 

them, listed as the director 

of human resources and 

employee relations with the 

district, who, in a statement 

said they’re investigating.  

Solicitation is not a criminal 

charge.   

Vice President Mike Pence 

makes a campaign stop for 

Governor Scott Walker this 

weekend.  He’ll be in 

Hudson Saturday, three 

days before the election 

where Walker’s in a dead 

heat with Democratic 

challenger Tony Evers.  

Former Democratic VP Joe 



Biden was in the state 

Tuesday stumping for his 

party candidates.  

Criticized for his decision to 

return a kickoff late in the 

game, then fumbled, 

Packer running back Ty 

Montgomery was traded 

yesterday.  The play may 

have cost the Packers the 

game against the Rams 

Sunday.  He’s headed to 

Baltimore.  The team also 

dealt defensive back Ha Ha 

Clinton Dix to Washington.  

Both trades went for draft 

picks. 
 

 
Birthright  discussed by Paul 
Ryan  News 10/31/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Outgoing House Speaker 

Paul Ryan says the 

president doesn't have the 

authority to use an 

executive order to end 

birthright citizenship.  The 

Wisconsin Republican 

made the comment during 

a radio interview.  President 

Trump has said his 

executive order would put 

an end to the children of 



non-citizens who are born in 

the U-S having the right to 

citizenship.  Ryan says he 

believes in following the 

"plain text" of the 

Constitution.  He says the 

14th Amendment would 

have to be overturned. 

Election officials in both 

Madison and Milwaukee 

say early voting has already 

set records and the pace is 

expected to continue.  

More than 22-thousand 

early ballots have been 

submitted in Madison, 154 

percent more than during 

the 2014 mid-term election.  

Some rules changes have 

made it easier for people to 

cast early ballots.  More 

than 19-thousand-500 early 

ballots have been cast in 

Milwaukee already, 27 

percent more than the 2014 

figure. 

Harley-Davidson will recall 

178-thousand motorcycles 

starting next month to 



repair a clutch problem.  

The clutches can leak fluid, 

causing the bikes to get 

stuck in a gear.  That could 

cause riders to lose control 

and have an accident.  

There have been five 

reports of accidents so far, 

but no injuries.  The new 

secondary clutch actuator 

piston assembly will be 

installed at dealerships for 

no cost.  The company says 

26 models from 2016 and 

2017 are involved.  

Eagle River and 

Tomahawk’s downtown 

programs received grants 

from Wisconsin Public 

Service.  The company 

awards communities for 

helping attract and retain 

business, grow jobs and 

create community by 

improving their downtowns.   
 

 
Interview Phone 10/17/18 0735a 3 min.  

Talked to John Berg from the Lac Du 
flambeau Lions club about the upcoming 
food packaging event at LUHS for the 
Food For Kidz organization.  
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People wanted in Wis. 
Arrested in Ohio News 11/1/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two people wanted for a 

string of violent crimes in 

Wisconsin have been taken 

into custody in Ohio.  Thirty-

four-year-old Samuel 

Schutte was arrested 

Tuesday in Toledo.  U-S 

Marshals then arrested 

Stephanie Retzlaff in the 

same city the following 

afternoon.  Schutte and 

Retzlaff are accused of a 

long series of crimes like 

armed robbery, theft and 

bail jumping over the last 

two months.  They traveled 

to Ohio in a car which had 

been stolen in West Bend. 

A Wisconsin truck driver will 

go on trial next April when 

he faces vehicular 

homicide charges in 



Minnesota.  Prosecutors say 

video from his semi shows 

driver Samual Hicks was 

looking at his cell phone 

seconds before his big rig 

slammed into a vehicle 

stopped at an intersection.  

Fifty-four-year-old Robert 

Bursik was killed.  Hicks' truck 

was going 63 miles-an-hour 

at impact. 

The security has been 

ramped up for the 

Democratic candidate for 

Wisconsin governor.  A 

threat against Tony Evers 

was posted on Facebook 

last weekend.  The Barron 

County Sheriff's Office 

interviewed a man but 

there was no arrest.  

Candidates for state office 

in Wisconsin usually don't 

come under the State 

Patrol's Dignitary Protection 

Unit.  Evers and incumbent 

Governor Scott Walker are 

in a virtual tie five days 

away from the election, 



according to one major 

poll.  Senator Tammy 

Baldwin continues to lead 

challenger Leah Vukmir.  

That lead is now at 11 points 

at 54-43, with Baldwin up 

one percent from the last 

poll in October.  Attorney 

General Brad Schimel 

continues to hold a slight 

lead over challenger 

Joshua Kaul, 47 to 45 

percent. 

 

  
Debate for office News 11/2/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The only debate in the 7th 

Congressional District race 

took place last night with 

incumbent Republican 

Sean Duffy facing 

Democratic challenger 

Margaret Engebretson.  As 

expected they addressed a 

number of hot topics along 

with pushing the need for 

people to get out and vote 

next Tuesday in the midterm 

elections.  Gun control, 

healthcare, secure borders 



and the president were 

among the issues.   
 

Flights on SkyWest Airlines 

will continue at the 

Rhinelander-Oneida 

County Airport.  The 

Department of 

Transportation renewed a 

two year contract with the 

regional carrier for Delta 

airlines.  Airport Director 

Matthew Leitner said 

knowing there’s a longer 

term commitment, unlike 

the last several years, will 

give them better 

opportunities for planning 

at the facility.  The contract 

runs to January of 2021.   
 

The Wausau School District 

confirms one of its 

administrators was among 

those cited for soliciting a 

prostitute in Rothschild.  62-

year old Michael Schwei is 

the Director of Human 

Resources and Employee 

Relations.  He was caught in 



a sting operation along with 

seven other men last 

month.  In a statement the 

district said they’re taking 

the allegations seriously but 

cannot comment as the 

investigation is ongoing.   

Toyota is recalling just over 

a million vehicles worldwide 

because the air bags could 

inflate without a crash or fail 

to work if there is one.  The 

recall covers about 17,000 

Scion xA vehicles from 2004 

through 2006 and several 

Corolla and Sienta models 

for 2002 to 2015.  Dealers 

will replace the air bag 

control unit. Owners will be 

notified in December. 

 

  
Search still on for missing 
Barron Co. teenager News 11/2/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Barron County Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says the search 

for missing teenager Jayme 

Closs is still his number one 

priority, but a drop-off in the 

number of tips is leading to 

a more methodical 

approach.  The 13-year-old 



Closs has been missing 

since the bodies of her 

parents were discovered 

October 15th.  The girl has 

been ruled out as a suspect 

and it is believed she was 

abducted.  Fitzgerald says 

authorities have received 

more than 21-hundred tips 

from the public. 

The Mole Lake Band of 

Chippewa signed an offer 

to purchase 190 acres of 

land known as the Hoffman 

property.  The parcel, 

owned by the family of Ray 

Hoffman is culturally 

significant in that it’s 

adjacent to the land 

formerly known as the 

Crandon Mine and borders 

the Tribe’s reservation.  

Officials say the pristine 

piece will be preserved and 

will be a significant addition 

with an old spring, creek 

and trout pond.  The 

$475,000 sale should close 

by the end of the year.   



People living in Spring 

Green are pushing back 

against a series of hateful 

messages spread around 

the Sauk County 

community last weekend.  

Fliers bearing white 

nationalist and anti-Semitic 

messages were found by 

several people Sunday 

morning.  Residents formed 

a group to counter the 

leaflets with positive signs 

now seen in dozens of 

windows saying, "Hate Has 

No Home Here."  Similar 

hateful leaflets were 

reported in Baraboo, 

Reedsburg and Mount 

Horeb. 

And in sports this weekend, 

it’s the Badgers and Rutgers 

tomorrow afternoon, the 

Bucks and Sacramento 

Sunday afternoon and the 

Packers and New England 

Sunday night. 
 

  
Rhinelander man in jail after 
fleeing officers News 11/5/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Rhinelander man is in jail 

after fleeing officers Friday 



afternoon.  29-year old 

Joshua Meirhofer was 

driving when deputies with 

the Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department attempted to 

stop him.  He took off but 

was eventually stopped on 

Old 8 Road in the Town of 

Pelican, where he was 

arrested.  Pending charges 

include threats to an 

officer, felony fleeing and 

drug possession.  Assisting 

were Rhinelander Police, 

State Patrol and the DNR.   

The Wausau School Board is 

expected to accept the 

resignation of 62-year old 

Michael Schwei, their 

director of human resources 

and employee relations.  

He was cited and fined in a 

prostitution sting by the 

Rothschild Police 

Department two weeks 

ago.  He was one of eight 

people caught soliciting.   

It’s election day tomorrow, 

and Gov. Scott Walker 



faces the toughest battle of 

his political career. U.S. Sen. 

Tammy Baldwin is trying to 

fend off a no-holds-barred 

Republican challenger. 

Meanwhile, Democrats are 

trying to seize House 

Speaker Paul Ryan's 

congressional seat that's 

been under Republican 

control for 23 years, reclaim 

the majority in the state 

Senate and retake the 

attorney general's office 

after more than a decade 

of GOP control. 

Early season snows always 

catch people off guard 

and this weekend was no 

exception as numerous 

vehicles slid off slippery 

roads.  One hit a power 

pole on Germond Road in 

Rhinelander yesterday, 

adding to the number of 

people without power for a 

time.  WPS reported about 

2000 without it across 

Oneida and Vilas counties.  



Most of it has or will 

disappear as rain is in the 

forecast the next couple 

days.   
 

  
Girls Scouts and a parent 
killed in car crash News  11/5/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities identified the 

three Girl Scouts and a 

parent killed after they 

were struck by a pickup 

truck along a rural 

Wisconsin highway 

Saturday morning.  Lake 

Hallie police say 9-year-old 

Jayna Kelley and 10-year-

old Autum Helgeson, both 

of Lake Hallie, were killed in 

the crash. Ten-year-old 

Haylee Hickle and her 32-

year-old mother, Sara Jo 

Schneider, from the Town of 

Lafayette, were also killed. 

Authorities say another 10-

year-old Girl Scout who was 

injured, but not identified, is 

hospitalized in stable 

condition.  The victims were 

picking up trash in the 

ditches of County Highway 

P when they were struck 

Saturday morning. Police 



arrested 21-year-old Colten 

Treu, of Chippewa Falls. He 

is jailed on 13 possible 

charges, including 

homicide by intoxicated 

use of a vehicle. 

The tossup race for 

governor of Wisconsin is 

ending with the candidates 

making last-minute shifts in 

position on taxes and 

health care.  Republican 

Gov. Scott Walker faces 

Democrat Tony Evers on 

Tuesday. A Marquette 

University Law School poll 

last week showed the race 

to be a tie.  In the past 

week, Walker has promised 

to enact the “exact same 

language” that’s in the 

federal health care law at 

the state level 

guaranteeing insurance for 

people with pre-existing 

conditions. However, it’s not 

clear if there’s enough 

support in the GOP-



controlled Legislature to do 

that. And any state law 

would not protect as many 

people as the federal law.  

Evers is saying in the closing 

days that he would not 

raise property or income 

taxes, but he remains open 

to a higher gas tax. 

 

  
Mid term elections News 11/6/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 It could be a record 

breaking day for a mid-

term election as workers 

brace for high numbers of 

people.  Polls are open 

from 7 to 8:00 tonight.  

Ballots will show races for 

the US Senate and 

Congress, all the state’s top 

officials from Governor on 

down.  And there are 

communities with school 

referendums, advisory 

referendums on tax 

increases and mining.  

Make sure you have a 

photo ID with you. 

A young driver was inhaling 



chemical vapors, or huffing, 

just prior to striking and 

killing three Girl Scouts and 

a mother and critically 

injuring a fourth girl who 

had been picking up trash 

along a rural Wisconsin 

highway.  21-year old 

Colten Treu took off after 

the collision in Lake Hallie 

Saturday morning, but later 

surrendered.  Treu is in the 

Chippewa County Jail on 

13 possible charges, 

including four counts of 

intoxicated use of a motor 

vehicle.  The children were 

all fourth graders and along 

with their adult chaperones 

wore bright green safety 

vests as they walked along 

both sides of County 

Highway P, which they had 

adopted as a community 

service project. 

The Merrill School District 

has taken steps to increase 

the safety of students in 

school, using safety grants 



to upgrade facilities and 

now it may include training 

students using the 

nationwide ALICE program.  

It stands for Alert, 

Lockdown, Inform, Counter, 

Evacuate and gives 

students and staff a variety 

of options based on the 

circumstances of an active 

shooting situation.  The 

district created a 

committee for safety to 

make sure the focus is on 

learning while keeping kids 

safe.  

 

  
Mid term ballots cast early News  11/6/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin election officials 

report more than 547-

thousand absentee and 

early vote ballots were cast 

in the mid-term election 

before the polls opened.  A 

lot of the push by volunteers 

has been focused on 

getting young voters to cast 

their ballots.  The Center for 

Information and Research 

on Civic Learning and 



Engagement reports about 

12-and-a-half-million 

registered youth voters 

didn't show up during the 

2014 mid-term.  

Transportation is said to be 

one of the biggest hurdles 

for voters who don't make it 

to the polls.  Polls are open 

until 8 tonight.   

Bayfield County authorities 

think a human skull found in 

the Chequamegon-Nicolet 

National Forest had been at 

the location for "many 

months."  A person picking 

pine boughs made the 

discovery last Friday in the 

Grandview Township.  The 

Bayfield County coroner is 

trying to determine an 

identity and the official 

cause of death.  Forensic 

pathologists from Hennepin 

County, Minnesota, are 

helping with the case.  The 

skull was found near the 

area where a search had 

been conducted earlier this 



year for a missing man with 

mental health issues. 

A man who was driving on 

a suspended license when 

he was involved in a fatal 

accident last year is going 

to prison for three years.  

Thirty-two-year-old Jacob 

Person reached a plea 

agreement with Clark 

County prosecutors and 

pleaded no contest to 

operating while suspended, 

causing death.  Person hit a 

tractor while it was trying to 

make a turn.  A passenger 

in his vehicle, 31-year-old 

Tasha Ley, was fatally 

injured. 

And in sports, the Bucks go 

for their ninth win in 10 starts 

in Portland. 
 

  
Tony Evers wins governor’s 
race News 11/7/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 There may be a recount in 

the Governor’s race as 

Democrat Tony Evers 

edged out incumbent 

Republican Scott Walker.  

As of early this morning the 



two were only about 600 

votes apart but the 

numbers later today will 

further determine the 

outcome.  Democrat Josh 

Kaul upset incumbent Brad 

Schimel in the Attorney 

General’s race while 

Senator Tammy Baldwin 

stays in Washington 

defeating Leah Vukmir.  

Doug LaFollette keeps the 

Secretary of State job and 

Sarah Godlewski grabs the 

Treasurer’s spot.  Sean Duffy 

easily won back his 

congressional seat and 

state representatives Rob 

Swearingen, Mary 

Felzkowski, Jeff Mursau, 

Beth Meyers, John Spiros 

and Patrick Snyder all won 

their respective assembly 

races.  Grady Hartman is still 

the Oneida County Sheriff, 

Langlade County kept Mark 

Westen, Arbor Vitae 

okayed their referendum to 

increase the tax levy for 



roads, Forest County said 

yes to medical marijuana 

use, as did Langlade, 

Lincoln, Marathon and 

Portage counties.  The 

mining referendum lost in 

Oneida County, Lincoln 

County approved having 

the legislature create a 

non-partisan redistricting 

plan and Merrill said yes to 

the state closing the so-

called dark store tax 

loophole.  Rhinelander 

approved borrowing $4.2-

million per year through 

2023 for the school district, 

Rib Mountain 

overwhelmingly said yes to 

allow restrictions on political 

contributions, Minocqua 

approved the Premier 

Resort Area Tax of a half 

percent for road work and 

voters in 

Wittenberg/Birnamwood 

were split on their school 

referendum questions, 

saying yes to $6.5-million for 



renovations and additions 

but no to a nearly four and 

a half million dollar gym at 

the high school.     

 

  
Close race in state 
governor’s race News 11/7/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The final vote totals for 

Wisconsin governor were so 

close a recount was 

discussed but a recently 

changed state law, signed 

by Governor Scott Walker, 

restricts recounts to 

elections that are decided 

by less than one percent of 

the vote.  Democratic 

challenger Tony Evers 

appears to have edged 

Walker by about one point 

two percent.  A recount 

could be requested in the 

attorney general's race 

where Democrat Josh Kaul 

edged Republican 

incumbent Brad Schimel by 

eight-10ths of a percent. 

Election officials in Stratford 

knew something was wrong 

when tabulating machines 

wouldn't read the ballots.  



Voters who showed up 

early Tuesday at a polling 

place in the Marathon 

County community had 

been given incorrect 

ballots.  Officials are 

blaming a printing mistake.  

The 54 voters affected were 

contacted and asked to fill 

out another ballot and vote 

again.  The Wisconsin 

Elections Commission was 

notified about the problem. 

There’s a change in 

leadership on the Mole 

Lake Reservation as 

incumbent chairman Chris 

McGeshick lost to Garland 

McGeshick.  The remaining 

leadership positions remain 

unchanged.  But in the 

council races the 

incumbents lost with 

Carmen McGeshick 

replacing James Polar Sr. 

and Kenneth VanZile 

defeating Clinton Fox.   

A public hearing is set for 

November 27th at 1:15 at 



the courthouse in Crandon 

on the proposed elderly 

and disabled transportation 

plan for Forest County.   

And the Boulder Junction 

Snowmobile Club picked 

up a $1000 donation from 

the Boulder Lions Club for 

grooming equipment 

maintenance and 

replacement.  The club 

maintains 128 miles of trails 

in the town, of which only 

64 miles is state funded. 
 

  
Oneida Co. speaks with 
votes concerning land 
mining News 11/8/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Capitalizing on Tuesday’s 

heavy turnout, nearly 2/3rds 

of Oneida County voters 

told the County Board to 

forget about mining in the 

Town of Lynne.  For years 

mining companies have 

been interested in the land, 

which is public but 

adjacent to the Willow 

Flowage.  With 62% of the 

county against the idea, 

board chair Dave Hintz said 

mining on the Lynne 

property is no longer on 



their agenda. 

Even though Governor 

Scott Walker carried most 

counties in the state, it was 

the population centers that 

put Democrat Tony Evers 

over the top in the race.  

State Representative Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

was surprised by the 

outcome and said while 

he’s ready to work with a 

new administration he said 

come January things will be 

interesting with the GOP 

controlling both the Senate 

and Assembly.  The now 

three term lawmakers 

hopes to further his work on 

broadband, tax cuts and 

with Evers’ background in 

education, better funding 

for rural schools.  

Deer will be sampled in 

northern Lincoln and 

Langlade counties along 

with southern Oneida 

following the detection of 

Chronic Wasting Disease in 



two wild deer.  The DNR 

strongly urges hunters to 

submit adult deer heads for 

testing from these areas 

along with parts of eastern 

Oneida, southern Vilas and 

western Forest counties.  

Testing kits are available at 

the Rhinelander Service 

Center and Antigo satellite 

center for the DNR.  CWD 

surveillance permits will also 

be available to landowners 

within these areas with a 

goal of testing 450 animals 

to determine the range and 

infection rate for the 

disease.  .   
 

  
Forest Co. women in jail 
after Forest Co. drug bust News 11/8/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Two women are in the 

Forest County Jail after a 

traffic stop yesterday 

netted large amounts of 

drugs.  The Forest County 

Drug Task Force stopped 

the vehicle in the Town of 

Nashville shortly after noon 

and notice the strong odor 

of marijuana.  A search 

uncovered a large amount 



of crack cocaine, 

methamphetamine, 

oxycodone pills, pot and 

drug paraphernalia.  26-

year old Dianna Cooper of 

Milwaukee and 29-year old 

Alicia Thunder were 

arrested and face various 

criminal charges. 

Unofficial totals put the 

number of ballots cast 

Tuesday at almost two-

point-seven-million or 57-

point-two percent of the 

state's voting age 

population -- a high-water 

mark for a mid-term 

election. 

Republican leaders of the 

Wisconsin Assembly and 

Senate will meet to discuss 

limiting the power granted 

to the state's incoming 

Democratic governor.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos says he wants to discuss 

the situation with Senate 

Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald.  Vos says 



lawmakers may have given 

outgoing Republican 

Governor Scott Walker too 

much power.  A 

spokesperson for Governor 

Tony Evers says that means 

Vos is "doubling down on 

division."  With a Legislature 

overwhelmingly controlled 

by Republicans, Evers 

figures to face gridlock 

when he gets into office. 

Look for a snowy start to the 

weekend accompanied by 

stiff winds and cold 

temperatures.  There’s still a 

fair amount of uncertainty 

for totals but areas in the 

snow belt could easily see 

snowfalls in excess of six 

inches.  Most of the North 

will be in the 1-to-3 inch 

range.  A winter storm 

warning has already been 

issued for Iron and Ashland 

counties beginning 

tomorrow, running into 

Saturday morning. 
 

 Winter storms pushing News 11/9/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30  A winter storm warning is in 



across the area 
 

effect for Vilas county until 

6 tomorrow morning and 

winter weather advisories 

until midnight tonight for 

Forest, Langlade and 

Oneida as a band of snow 

moves across the area.  

Expect a slippery commute 

this morning.  Lake effect 

snow will increase across 

north-central Wisconsin this 

afternoon on cold north 

winds adding to the snow 

totals which will average 

around three inches.  More 

further north.   

The DNR is investigating a 

series of deer poaching 

incidents in Price County.  

Many of the suspects are 

juveniles who, in late 

September through 

October, allegedly used 

lights at night to shoot the 

animals on private land, 

where they didn’t have 

permission, and killed more 

than 30 deer in the Prentice 

and Ogema areas.  Cases 



are being referred to the 

District Attorney’s office 

where poachers can face 

stiff fines, jail time and loss 

of hunting and fishing 

privileges.   

As Tony Evers prepares to 

assume the Governor’s role, 

questions remain over who 

will replace him as State 

Superintendent of Public 

Instruction.  State law allows 

the Governor to appoint 

one or call for a special 

election.  If Evers resigns 

before assuming office, 

Scott Walker makes the 

call.  If he doesn’t resign 

until being sworn in, Evers 

makes the choice.  

Legislative analysts predict 

Evers will keep the job as 

long as possible so he can 

pick his replacement in 

January. 

Wisconsin Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald is 

downplaying what 



Republicans may do to limit 

the new governor’s powers.  

Former Democratic Gov. 

Jim Doyle says it would be 

"bad form" to do that. 

 

  
Republican party says they 
aren’t trying to undermine 
the new governor News 11/9/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald says 

his party isn't trying to 

undermine incoming 

Governor Tony Evers.  

Fitzgerald says Republicans 

just want to put into law 

agency rules which have 

been enacted in recent 

years.  There was an outcry 

when Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos, another 

Republican, said steps 

would be taken to limit 

Evers' powers.  Fitzgerald 

says the changes won't be 

"groundbreaking."  Evers 

accuses Republicans of 

playing politics. 

Fitzgerald also isn’t 

promising a vote on the tax 

breaks proposed for 



Kimberly-Clark.  Earlier this 

year the paper maker 

announced the closure of 

its plant in the Fox Valley, 

costing 500 jobs.  The 

senate will convene later 

this month if the votes are 

there to pass it. 

Initial vote totals gave 

Republican Matt Adamczyk 

the victory in the race for 

the Assembly seat in District 

14, then Milwaukee County 

officials reported they were 

missing the votes from two 

wards.  When they were 

tracked down, Democrat 

Robyn Vining moved 

ahead of Adamczyk by 132 

votes.  Vining declared 

victory yesterday based on 

the updated totals.  

Adamczyk has said he will 

wait until after an official 

canvass before he decides 

on whether to seek a 

recount. 

A Wausau man was 



handed a 10-year federal 

prison sentence Thursday in 

Madison for possession of a 

half-pound of meth.  Thirty-

two-year-old Nathaniel 

Drow was arrested with 

another man last April.  

That's when police found 

the meth.  The second drug 

suspect, Antron Allen, is 

scheduled to go on trial 

December 10th in the same 

U-S District Court in 

Madison. 

 

  
Gov. Walker says he non 
committal about certain bills News 11/10/18  630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker is 

non-committal when it 

comes to the question of 

vetoing bills approved by 

the Republican-dominated 

legislature last week.  That 

word from incoming 

governor Tony Evers who 

spoke with Walker on the 

phone over the weekend.  

Among several measures, 

one would limit the new 

governor’s power.  Walker is 

said to generally support 



the legislation.  Meanwhile, 

Evers and Lt. Governor 

elect Mandela Barnes open 

a budget listening tour that 

starts tomorrow in Green 

Bay.  They’ll get no further 

north than Wausau and 

that stop is Wednesday.  

The public is invited to share 

their budget priorities with 

the lawmakers and 

transition policy staff.   

Rhinelander’s Third District 

Alderperson Sherrie 

Belliveau resigned late 

Friday.  Serving the west 

side of the city for nearly 15 

years she submitted her 

resignation to Mayor Chris 

Frederickson and said it was 

effective immediately, 

citing personal reasons.  Her 

term isn’t up until the spring 

of 2020 and the city council 

will discuss the vacancy 

next month.   

The average price of 

regular gasoline has 

plummeted 22-cents a 



gallon over the past three 

weeks.  Falling crude oil 

costs are a main reason.  

The price has dropped 40-

cents the three months to 

an average of $2.51.  

Rhinelander this morning is 

at $2.30.  The highest 

average price in the nation 

is $3.58 a gallon in San 

Francico while the lowest is 

$1.91 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   

Aaron Rodgers threw two 

touchdown passes and set 

an NFL record for 

interception-free football, 

as the Green Bay Packers 

beat the Atlanta Falcons 

34-20 to win their first game 

under interim head coach 

Joe Philbin. 
 

  
Protestors converge on 
capitol  News 11/10/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Demonstrators from all over 

Wisconsin converged on 

the state Capitol Saturday 

to protest bills passed 

during last week's lame-

duck session.  They 

disagreed with Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos who has 



described the legislation as 

a way to level the playing 

field.  Democrats argue the 

party in power is trying to 

limit the effectiveness of 

Governor-elect Tony Evers 

and Attorney General-elect 

Josh Kaul.  They are hoping 

to use the weekend rally as 

momentum for an effort to 

register more than one-

million new Wisconsin voters 

before the 2020 election. 

A 25-year old Tomahawk 

man was arrested following 

a traffic stop last night in 

the Town of Skanawan.  A 

Lincoln county deputy 

pulled him over for 

speeding on Hwy 51 just 

south of county S.  The K9 

unit was called and a 

search uncovered pot.  The 

driver was arrested for 

possession with intent to 

deliver the marijuana.   

Wisconsin agriculture 

officials say President 

Donald Trump's revised 



North American trade 

agreement won't impact 

prices but should return the 

industry "to the status quo."  

Protections for the export of 

some Wisconsin cheeses 

are included.  The 

Wisconsin Farm Bureau says 

the new agreement 

between the U-S, Canada 

and Mexico won't be 

transformative, but it's 

better than what we had.  

Congress is expected to 

consider the bill no later 

than next spring. 

Two C-B-D shops opened in 

the Milwaukee area after 

the product became legal 

in Wisconsin.  Canibidiol or 

CBC comes from the hemp 

plant and is similar to 

marijuana, but it doesn't 

produce a "high" for the 

user.  People take it to 

control pain and anxiety 

among other things.   
 

  
Merrill woman killed west of 
Rhinelander News 11/12/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 52-year old Merrill 

woman was killed Friday 



night in a crash with a semi 

on Hwy 8 west of 

Rhinelander.  The woman, 

whose name has not yet 

been released, reportedly 

lost control of her car near 

Shady Rest Road and 

crossed the center line into 

the path of the oncoming 

semi.  The accident closed 

the highway for several 

hours.  The 40-year old truck 

driver was not badly injured.   

Dr. Mike Ritchie was fired as 

the Northland Pines School 

district administrator.  The 

move came Friday with 

news of a separation 

agreement and severance.  

The school board cited a 

conflict of interest when it 

was learned Richie was 

receiving $1500 per month 

from the Wisconsin 

International Student 

Program for bringing 

students from China into the 

district.  He’s held the 

position for 15 years.  Now, 



Scott Foster, who has 19 

years with the district, will 

be taking over.   

An active agenda greets 

the Rhinelander City 

Council tonight including 

moving into closed session 

to discuss the performance 

of new City Administrator 

Daniel Guild.  He was hired 

in September.  He was the 

village administrator in 

Weston until July when he 

resigned following a 30-day 

suspension.  It was never 

made public why that 

action was taken.  The 

Council will also discuss a 

public hearing, set for the 

27th, about whether they 

should allow ATV/UTV travel 

within the city limits.  They’ll 

also discuss pedestrian 

accommodations, 

walkability and bicycle 

routes.  

And in sports, the Badgers 

were dumped by Penn 

State Saturday 22-10, the 



Packers ran over Miami 31-

12 yesterday and the Bucks 

beat Denver 121-114. 
 

  
Beer makers in court News 11/12/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Attorneys for beer-makers 

Pabst and MillerCoors are in 

court today to battle over a 

long-standing partnership 

which has MillerCoors 

brewing product for the 

smaller company.  Pabst 

says it will go out of business 

if the larger company stops 

making, packaging and 

shipping almost all of its 

product.  Illinois-based 

MillerCoors says it isn't 

obligated to continue the 

partnership and it wants 

Pabst to pay more.  The 

current deal expires in 2020. 

Wild rice is starting to grow 

in some areas of Wisconsin 

in the third year of a 

restoration project.  The U-S 

Fish and Wildlife Service is 

working with state and local 

groups again this month.  

Crews recently spread one 

ton of wild rice over a 19-



acre section of land at 

Peters Marsh, near Green 

Bay.  Organizers say wild 

rice used to flourish in that 

part of northeastern 

Wisconsin and they are 

trying to re-establish it. 

With the nine-day gun deer 

season opening Saturday, 

the Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reminds 

hunters to be aware of 

county ordinances related 

to ATV/UTV usage in 

restricted areas.  Other 

common violations include 

people building permanent 

stands or using screw in 

climbing pegs on county-

owned property.  The 

recreational deputy will be 

patrolling county lands and 

enforcing these laws and 

helping to ensure everyone 

has a safe season.  Hunters 

are also reminded to check 

smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors at the 

hunting cabins to make 



sure they’re working 

properly.   

Five Green Bay Packers 

were knocked out of action 

in yesterday’s 21-12 win 

over Miami and have only a 

couple days to recover for 

Thursday’s game at Seattle. 
 

  
Not guilty plea entered by 
couple  News 11/13/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A not guilty plea was 

entered on behalf of one of 

two people accused of 

threatening a healthcare 

worker at the Marshfield 

Clinic in Minocqua in June.  

71 year old Joseph and 39-

year old Jillian Buza, both of 

Eagle River, are charged 

with false imprisonment, 

attempted aggravated 

battery, carrying a 

concealed weapon and 

disorderly conduct.  Joseph 

Buza stood mute in Oneida 

County court yesterday.  

June 12th a panic alarm 

was triggered at the clinic 

as the two closed the 

worker in an exam room, 

pulling a hatchet and meat 



tenderizer from a bag and 

threated to show her what 

pain felt like.  A loaded gun 

was also found as other 

employees forced open the 

door and disarmed Buza.   

The face of post-secondary 

education is beginning to 

change and you only have 

to look at UW-Stevens Point 

to find out.  Budget deficits 

and dropping enrollments 

has prompted the 

elimination of six majors.  

And that’s just the 

beginning.  Gone are 

French, German, 

Geoscience, Geography, 

History and two bachelor of 

fine arts programs.  Further 

reorganizing of traditional 

academic departments 

into new interdisciplinary 

professional schools. 

Overseeing the schools will 

be 3 new colleges; Natural 

Resources and Sciences, 

Professional Studies, and 

the Fine Arts and 



Humanities.  School officials 

say the planning has been 

ongoing nearly five years 

and over the next three 

years the university will 

move aggressively balance 

their budget which could 

include the potential to 

eliminate more majors and 

outsource services like 

dining, transportation or 

student health services.  The 

UW system has to sign off on 

the plan to be put into 

place in 2020. 

 

  
Students being investigated 
in Baraboo News  11/13/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A photo showing male 

students at Baraboo High 

School giving a Nazi salute 

is being investigated by the 

school district.  School 

officials say they will pursue 

all appropriate actions in 

response, including legal 

remedies.  A few of the 

boys appear to be giving a 

white power salute.  Some 

parents say the 

interpretation of what the 



students were doing is more 

innocent.  The photo was 

taken before the school 

prom last spring, apparently 

on the steps of the Sauk 

County Courthouse. 

Republican Robin Vos has 

become one of the 

longest-serving Assembly 

speakers in Wisconsin 

history.  He was re-elected 

to a fourth term yesterday.  

Vos says he wants to work 

with incoming Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers, but he 

pledges to "stand like 

bedrock" on issues 

important to the G-O-P, 

saying his party won't "roll 

over and play dead."  Vos 

and Republican Majority 

Leader Jim Steineke kept 

their leadership positions 

with no opposition.  

Representative Mary 

Felzkowski was elected to 

the post of Assistant 

Majority leader for the 

upcoming legislative 



session.  Felzkowski is 

wrapping up her third term 

as representative of the 

35th district serving Lincoln 

County, as well as portions 

of several surrounding 

counties.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health reports five of the 

six people suffering from a 

rare illness which causes 

muscle weakness are 

children.  There have been 

80 confirmed cases of 

flaccid myelitis (FLAS id - MY 

uh LITE is) in 25 states this 

year, according to the 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.  The C-D-C 

says the cause of the illness, 

which can include paralysis, 

is unknown. 
 

  
Racine man arrested for 
drugs in Forest Co.  News 11/14/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Deputies with the Forest 

and Langlade County 

Sheriff’s Departments in 

conjunction with the Forest 

County Drug Task Force 

arrested a Racine man for 

drug possession.  25-year 



old Ky Martin’s vehicle was 

stopped last Thursday on 

Hwy 55 just south of Mole 

Lake and the K9 unit 

dispatched.  A large 

amount of heroin and 

crack cocaine along with 

ecstasy, oxycodone, 

marijuana and drug 

paraphernalia were found.  

The heroin and coke have 

a street value over $15,000.  

Martin is jailed on multiple 

felony charges and is back 

in court Monday. 

A 46-year old Hurley man 

cannot withdraw his guilty 

plea after being convicted 

of first degree intentional 

homicide.  Donald Rick 

killed a woman at a bar in 

Saxon two years ago and 

was sentenced to life in 

prison.   

A Minocqua native is the 

new medical examiner for 

Oneida and Forest 

counties.  The County Board 

yesterday appointed 



Crystal Schaub to the 

position.  She was the chief 

deputy under Larry Mathein 

who resigned in August.  

Early next year she’ll also 

handle cases for Vilas 

County.   

An increasing percentage 

of schools met expectations 

on report cards issued for 

the 2017-18 school year 

compared to last year.  

Four areas are examined, 

student achievement, 

school growth, closing gaps 

between student groups 

and measures of post 

secondary readiness, which 

includes graduation and 

attendance rates, third 

grade language arts and 

eighth grade math 

achievement.  Among area 

schools the Minocqua 

District ranked significantly 

above expectations.  

Laona, Northland Pines, 

Three Lakes, Tomahawk 

and Wausau all exceeded 



the requirements.  Meeting 

the criteria, Antigo, Merrill, 

Phelps, Prentice, 

Rhinelander and White 

Lake.  Wabeno met few 

expectations.   
 

  
DNR reminds land owners 
deer baiting is illegal News 11/14/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The DNR reminds both 

hunters and homeowners in 

Forest and Marinette 

counties that deer baiting 

and feeding is prohibited.  

The agency says the ban 

was placed to prevent the 

spread of the fatal and 

highly contagious chronic 

wasting disease.  The gun 

season opens Saturday.  

There are similar regulations 

in 43 counties affected by 

CWD.   

A Democratic state senator 

from Green Bay says he 

plans to re-introduce a bill 

which would create a 

nonpartisan committee to 

draw boundaries for 

legislative districts.  The 

future of the legislation 

backed by Senator Dave 



Hansen is limited because it 

has been killed in the past 

and Republicans still retain 

control of the Legislature.  

Democrats say when 

legislative boundaries were 

redrawn seven years ago 

they helped the Republican 

unfairly consolidate their 

power.  Even though the 

party won all five statewide 

races in last week's election, 

it was able to flip only one 

legislative seat. 

Oshkosh Representative 

Gordon Hintz will return as 

minority leader for the 

legislative session starting in 

January.  Democrats re-

elected Hintz yesterday in a 

meeting which lasted less 

than five minutes.   

The owner of the Hortonville 

glass-making company 

BenShot decided to make 

gifts to its workers rather 

than cash bonuses this 

year.  Each employee got a 

gun.  Ben Wolfgram says he 



wants to make sure his 

workers are safe and happy 

and a handgun was the 

perfect gift.  Technically, 

the workers got gift cards 

which they used to buy the 

weapons so they would go 

through legal background 

checks.  The company 

spent about eight-thousand 

dollars on the gift cards for 

16 employees. 
 

 
Horses in declining health 
being attended to.  News 11/15/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Veterinarians, animal 

welfare groups, local 

businesses and citizens are 

all helping authorities care 

for more than 30 horses in 

varying degree of declining 

health.  Two women face 

criminal charges in the 

Adams County case.  55-

year old Kimberly Schmid 

and 57-year old Sandra 

Gorman, both of Arkdale, 

were arrested on numerous 

animal mistreatment 

charges.  When 

investigators inspected the 

property November first 



they found two horses dead 

and had to euthanize a 

third due to malnutrition 

and lack of care.   

Investigators discovered a 

meth lab in White Lake and 

two people have been 

arrested.  25-year old 

Rebecca Thurber and 24-

year old Caleb Kluwe are 

both charged in Langlade 

County Court of nine 

counts including first 

degree recklessly 

endangering safety 

because a child lived at the 

home.  Pharmacy records 

show both were able to buy 

pseudoephedrine and a 

detective learned Thurber 

had been at a pharmacy 

and dropped a piece of 

paper with a recipe for 

meth written on it.  During 

the clean-up unprotected 

officers would told to leave 

because bottles in the 

home were leaking 



poisonous gas.   

With the current overnight 

temperatures, sometimes in 

the single digits, anglers are 

getting anxious for ice 

fishing.  But rescue crews 

warn it’s not safe yet.  Ice 

forms quickly with sub-

freezing temperatures but 

daytime sun, wind and 

snow significantly slow that 

development.  Most 

locations, especially 

moving water are not safe 

and crews find it difficult if a 

rescue is needed because 

there’s just enough ice to 

keep them from using a 

regular boat and not 

enough for the air boats.  

Extreme caution is in the 

early season is always 

recommended.   

 

 
Lawsuit filed in the UP to 
block mining News 11/15/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

A federal lawsuit in the 

Upper Peninsula is part of 

an effort to block a 

proposed mine.  The suit 

was filed by the Coalition to 



save the Menominee River 

and targets the EPA and 

Army corps of engineers.  

This summer the state 

granted a final permit to 

Toronto-based Aquila 

Resources , which plans to 

mine gold and zinc in an 

underground sulfide deposit 

discovered in 2001.  The 

Menominee Tribe sued last 

January to stop the project.  

The government has yet to 

respond to the court 

actions. 

Residents of Wausau’s 10th 

district are split over a 

decision by their city 

council representative not 

to attend closed meetings 

anymore.  Mary Thao is the 

first female Hmong 

American to serve on the 

council and charges the 

body with racism and 

bullying.  Mayor Robert 

Mielke disagrees with the 

claims but he’s looking at 

the issue.  Some residents 



say no matter what may be 

going on, Thao is an 

elected official and should 

attend every meeting. 

A 63-year-old prison guard 

at the Columbia 

Correctional Institution in 

Portage was taken into 

custody on suspicion of 

felony abuse of an inmate.  

The incident happened last 

month.  The Columbia 

County Sheriff's Office 

conducted the 

independent investigation 

of a use-of-force 

complaint.  Russell G. 

Goldsmith could also face 

a charge of misconduct in 

public office.  

Republican backers of a 70-

million dollar incentive 

package for papermaking 

giant Kimberly-Clark are still 

short of the votes they need 

for passage.  They are trying 

to gain approval of a 

package to save or create 

440 jobs at a Fox Valley 



plant. 
 

 
State deer hunting to open News 11/16/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Nearly half of the $2.5-billion 

hunters bring to the state 

annually, comes in just nine 

days.  The gun deer season 

opens tomorrow with a 

lower number of licenses 

sold so far as compared to 

last year.  Just over 20,000 

fewer.  Still, the DNR 

expects a high number of 

animals to be taken.  The 

hunt also benefits 

worthwhile causes, like the 

Wisconsin Lions Camp for 

disadvantaged children.  

The Rhinelander Lions are 

collecting deer hides that 

directly help fund the 

camp.  The dropoff point is 

on Lincoln Street at the Hwy 

17 bypass.     

Marshfield Police 

evacuated apartments and 

a retirement home after an 

armed man barricaded 

himself in a bedroom.  

Shortly before 1:00 police 

were dispatched to 1907 



Vine Avenue where an 

intoxicated man called 

claiming his gun was stolen.  

After about half an hour, 

33-year old Kurtis Wegner 

surrendered without 

incident.  

The human remains found 

by deer hunters last month 

have been identified.  The 

Adams County sheriff’s 

department said William 

Sheeran was first reported 

missing in June of last year.  

He was found in the Town 

of Monroe October 20th.   

In his first comments since 

losing the Governor’s seat, 

Scott Walker said yesterday 

he may have reformed 

himself out of a job.  Walker 

told reporters the state is 

not going to retreat and 

he’s open to Republican 

proposals to move the date 

of the 2020 presidential 

primary and change 

membership of some state 

boards and commissions.  



He also doesn’t know what 

he’ll do once leaving office 

in January, when Democrat 

Tony Evers is sworn in.   
 

 
New snow this morning in 
the area News 11/19/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The morning commute will 

be a bit slower again this 

morning as light snow has 

already dropped over an 

inch of new snow.  The 

system will continue moving 

to the south and east 

leaving around two inches 

total in most locations 

before diminishing early this 

afternoon.   

No updates this morning on 

that head-on collision on 

Hwy 8 west of Rhinelander 

Friday morning.  Five 

people were hurt and the 

road closed nearly five 

hours.  State Troopers said 

driving too fast for 

conditions contributed to 

the crash.   

Two people were seriously 

hurt early yesterday 

morning in a single vehicle 

accident on Hwy 86 in 



Tomahawk.  The Lincoln 

County sheriff’s department 

reported the crash near 

Spirit View road the 20-year 

old driver from Tomahawk 

and his 21-year old 

passenger from Tripoli were 

sent to the trauma center 

at Aspirus Hospital in 

Wausau.  Alcohol and 

speed were blamed for the 

mishap.   

Following two stabbings 

early yesterday in Stevens 

Point, police arrested a 

suspect in Waupaca 

County.  28-year old Joseph 

Stalnaker from Point is in 

custody after two men 

were stabbed, one in the 

neck and another in the 

arm.   

Wisconsin’s nine day gun 

deer season opened 

Saturday to mild success.  

Sunday morning’s single 

digit temperatures slowed 

things down a bit, however.  

Preliminary numbers are not 



yet available.  The DNR 

reported nearly 200,000 

animals were taken last 

year and say the number 

should be higher this 

season, which runs through 

the 25th.  One fatality was 

reported when a 38-year 

old man collapsed with 

chest pains in the Town of 

Maine in Outagamie 

county Saturday morning.   
 

 
Merrill mayor speaks out on 
social media News 11/19/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

A social media post this 

morning from Merrill Mayor 

Derek Woellner says he’s 

vetoed the city’s current 

budget.  The city council 

last week approved a 5% 

increase to the property 

taxes and Woellner says he 

wants that number 

trimmed.  The council can 

override the Mayor’s 

action.   

A Junction City woman is in 

Portage County Court 

today, charged in a crash 

last month that seriously 

injured a truck driver.  31-



year old Stephanie Trejo 

was driving on Hwy P 

October 18th, across the 

centerline straight toward 

on oncoming septic truck.  

The driver, 56-year old 

Richard Zarecki, swerved to 

miss the head collision but 

rolled the rig into a field.  He 

was trapped in the truck 

and had to be airlifted to 

Marshfield for internal 

injuries and multiple broken 

bones.  Trejo was unhurt 

and is charged with 

operating while suspended, 

without insurance, left of 

center and causing great 

bodily harm.   

Lake of the Torches Resort 

Casino and the Lac du 

Flambeau Business 

Development Corporation 

presented the Vilas County 

Economic Development 

Corporation with $4,000 to 

assist in promoting a vibrant 

business environment 

throughout Vilas County.   



Along with the donations, 

presented at the board of 

directors meeting, 

discussion included how to 

partner to create a positive 

environment for building 

and sustaining economic 

growth in Lac du Flambeau 

and throughout Vilas 

County.  The LDF Business 

Development Corporation 

was created in 2012 by the 

Lac du Flambeau Band of 

Lake Superior Chippewa 

and operates several non-

gaming enterprises that 

contribute, along with 

gaming revenue from Lake 

of the Torches Resort 

Casino, to the tribe’s 

general fund. 
 

 
Rhinelander man sentenced 
in court News 11/20/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Rhinelander man who 

held police at bay for hours 

and threatened the life of 

his girlfriend a year ago was 

sentenced in Oneida 

County Court yesterday.  

22-year old Mathew Smith 

faced a long string of 



charges in the incident last 

November following the 

drug-fueled standoff.  

Judge Michael Bloom 

combined several 

sentences Smith was 

already serving for previous 

convictions and withheld 

prison time for a combined 

six year’s probation, 

provided Smith stays clean.   

 

Two Wisconsin deer farmers 

were reimbursed by the 

federal government after 

officials killed part of their 

herd over concerns of 

chronic wasting disease.  

Last March Dirk and Jane 

Stolz moved 23 deer from 

their farm in Washington 

County to their Bayfield 

County preserve.  Federal 

officials killed 22 of the 

animal after a deer in 

Washington County tested 

positive for CWD.  $52,000 

was paid to the Stolz’s for 

the action because CWD 



hasn’t been found in 

Bayfield County or the 

neighboring Ashland, 

Douglas and Sawyer 

counties.  

 

Opening weekend numbers 

for deer are expected 

today but the number of 

hunters is down this season.  

The nine-day gun season 

opened Saturday with DNR 

data showing a 2.5% drop 

in license sales, roughly 

40,000 fewer.  The number 

of female hunters also 

dropped.   

 

The AAA reports a record 

number of people will be 

traveling this Thanksgiving 

weekend.  Nearly 54 million 

are expected to travel 

more than 50 miles from 

home between tomorrow 

and Sunday, the most since 

2005.   The State Patrol 

urges drivers to be cautious 

and to keep an eye on the 



weather. 
 
 

 
State democrats aren’t 
committing to speaker of the 
house News 11/20/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Two of the three Wisconsin 

Democrats in the U-S House 

of Representatives aren't 

committing themselves to 

the party's likely choice for 

speaker.  California's Nancy 

Pelosi is expected to return 

to the position, but 16 

Democrats from other 

states have called for new 

leadership.  A replacement 

for Paul Ryan will be picked 

in January.  Wisconsin 

Democrats Mark Pocan 

and Ron Kind haven't said 

they will support her.  Both 

are undecided and both 

have private meetings 

scheduled with Pelosi. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are 

considering a bill which 

would move the 2020 

presidential primary in the 

state.  Currently, it is set for 

April 7th of that year -- the 

same day as the election 

for Wisconsin Supreme 



Court.  A change could 

help Republican 

candidates for the state 

court.  Several clerks 

around the state are saying 

moving the presidential 

primary could confuse 

voters and increase costs as 

much as seven-million 

dollars.  They say it is unwise 

from security and 

procedural perspectives. 

Wisconsin Attorney General 

Brad Schimel is conceding 

the November election. 

Schimel had been holding 

out hope that more ballots 

would be counted in his 

favor during the county 

canvasses of the vote 

totals, but he was still 17,000 

behind his Democratic 

challenger, Josh Kaul. In a 

statement released 

Monday, Schimel said that 

while he could pay for a 

recount, he won't put the 

county clerks through that 

process and will be 



conceding the race.  

It's been 60 years since a 

Green Bay team finished a 

season without at least one 

win away from home.  The 

Packers are in Minnesota 

Sunday night.   
 

 
Car fatality in Price Co.  News 11/21/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A one vehicle accident in 

Price County yesterday 

afternoon leaves one 

fatality.  The State Patrol 

reported the rollover west 

of Fifield on Hwy 70 shortly 

before 1:00.  Three people 

from Spooner were in the 

car when it left the road 

near Eagle View Lane and 

rolled.  Two men in the front 

seat and a woman in the 

back were taken to 

Flambeau Hospital in Park 

Falls.  The 46-year old 

woman was pronounced 

dead on arrival.  

Investigators are still looking 

into the cause of the crash. 

 

The DNR released the first 

set of numbers for deer 



taken during the opening of 

the 9-day gun hunting 

season in the state and 

across the North those 

figures are up for the most 

part.  Florence, Langlade, 

Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas 

Counties all tallied 

increases with Langlade up 

over 17%.  Forest and Price 

county numbers dipped.  

The season runs through 

Sunday. 

 

A report from the Wisconsin 

Policy Forum yesterday 

shows 90% of the school 

referendum questions were 

approved this year, setting 

records for total amount 

and percentage passed.  

Through the November 

election more than $2-

billion was approved, 

beating the $1.8-billion 

mark set two years ago.  61 

school districts posed 

questions to voters, winning 

in 57 of them.   



 

Dozens of reports have 

come to Wisconsin Public 

Service about a phone 

scam threatening to 

disconnect service and 

demanding payment.  WPS 

reminds customers they do 

not conduct business in a 

threatening manner or 

require prepaid credit card 

payments.  They say never 

to provide financial 

information over the phone 

if the caller cannot be 

verified.  
 

 
Another drug arrest in Forest 
Co.  News 11/21/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Another drug arrest in Forest 

County with the Drug Task 

Force, K9 unit and Crandon 

Police executing a search 

warrant in the Town of 

Lincoln.  31-year old Joseph 

Saf/ah/nay/is was taken 

into custody when 

detectives found pre-

packaged heron, more 

than 200 bags of crack 

cocaine, a large amount of 

drug paraphernalia, 



prescription pills, cash and 

firearms.  The drugs have an 

estimated street value of 

$22,000.  Saf/ah/nay/is is in 

the Forest County jail facing 

a number of felony drug 

charges. 

The day after he conceded 

the attorney general's race 

to Democrat Josh Kaul, 

outgoing attorney general 

has a new job.  Governor 

Scott Walker appointed 

Brad Schimel to the 

vacancy on the Waukesha 

County Circuit Court.  

Schimel is a former 

Waukesha County district 

attorney, serving in the 

position for eight years 

before he won the 

statewide office in 2014.  

He won the election, now 

incoming Wisconsin 

Governor Tony Evers gets to 

figure out how to deal with 

a one-point-one-billion 

dollar deficit.  Figures 

released yesterday 



compare budget requests 

from state agencies to 

revised revenue estimates 

for this year and the two 

following years.  Evers 

doesn't necessarily have to 

give the state agencies all 

they are asking for.  

Changing revenue 

estimates or unexpected 

expenses could make 

things even worse. 

Wisconsin is one of 11 states 

where health officials are 

warning people to throw 

away romaine lettuce.  The 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention hasn’t 

recalled it but is warning 

the lettuce could be 

contaminated with E. coli.  

At least 32 people have 

been sickened, but there 

are no deaths reported.   
 

 
Police in Hayward are 
looking for a missing teen News 11/22/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Police in Hayward are 

looking for a missing teen.  

15-year old Tristan Mulroy 

was last seen November 

16th.  He’s 6-foot, 175 



pounds with brown hair and 

eyes.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact Hayward PD.   

And family members of are 

feeling the loss of James 

and Denise Closs this 

holiday.  The two were 

murdered in their home 

October 15th in Barron 

County and their 13-year 

old daughter Jayme 

abducted.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says the case is 

still the department’s top 

priority.  More than 2300 tips 

have been reviewed but no 

suspects have been 

identified.  Fitzgerald asks 

hunters to be vigilant and 

report anything suspicious 

found in the woods. 

The passenger killed in a 

Price County crash 

Wednesday has been 

identified as 46-year old 

Amy Kruger of Spooner.  

Two others were hurt in the 

one vehicle rollover.   



Three felony charges were 

filed yesterday against a 

Tomahawk man following a 

complaint of a sexual 

assault at the Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School.  65-year old Stavros 

Iliopoulos, a janitor at the 

school, is accused of 

assaulting a young girl in a 

closet.  He’s charged with 

child enticement, false 

imprisonment and first 

degree sexual assault and 

jailed on a $50,000 cash 

bond and back in court 

Tuesday. 

The pilot of a small plane 

that went down in a corn 

field walked away unhurt.  

The man, from Duluth was 

flying from Cumberland, 

Wisconsin to Akron, Ohio 

when the plane developed 

mechanical problems.  An 

airframe parachute 

deployed and the plane 

went down in a field in 

Dunn County in the 



Township of Sand Creek.   
 

 
Hayward police continue the 
search for a missing teen News 11/22/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Police in Hayward are 

looking for a missing teen.  

15-year old Tristan Mulroy 

was last seen November 

16th.  He’s 6-foot, 175 

pounds with brown hair and 

eyes.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact Hayward PD.   

And family members of are 

feeling the loss of James 

and Denise Closs this 

holiday.  The two were 

murdered in their home 

October 15th in Barron 

County and their 13-year 

old daughter Jayme 

abducted.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says the case is 

still the department’s top 

priority.  More than 2300 tips 

have been reviewed but no 

suspects have been 

identified.  Fitzgerald asks 

hunters to be vigilant and 

report anything suspicious 

found in the woods. 

The passenger killed in a 



Price County crash 

Wednesday has been 

identified as 46-year old 

Amy Kruger of Spooner.  

Two others were hurt in the 

one vehicle rollover.   

Three felony charges were 

filed yesterday against a 

Tomahawk man following a 

complaint of a sexual 

assault at the Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School.  65-year old Stavros 

Iliopoulos, a janitor at the 

school, is accused of 

assaulting a young girl in a 

closet.  He’s charged with 

child enticement, false 

imprisonment and first 

degree sexual assault and 

jailed on a $50,000 cash 

bond and back in court 

Tuesday. 

The pilot of a small plane 

that went down in a corn 

field walked away unhurt.  

The man, from Duluth was 

flying from Cumberland, 

Wisconsin to Akron, Ohio 



when the plane developed 

mechanical problems.  An 

airframe parachute 

deployed and the plane 

went down in a field in 

Dunn County in the 

Township of Sand Creek.   
 

 
Hwy traffic fatality in Portage 
Co.  News 11/23/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Slippery conditions 

contributed to a traffic 

fatality on Hwy 10 in 

Portage County last night.  

The sheriff’s department 

reports the accident just 

after six near the Hwy B 

intersection near Amherst.  

Several people were hurt 

and there’s one confirmed 

death.  The westbound lane 

of Hwy 10 was closed for 

hours as the scene was 

cleared.   

A multi-vehicle crash on 

Hwy 29 in Shawano County 

rerouted traffic several 

hours.  The accident 

reported in eastbound lane 

near East Range Line Road.  

No other information is 



available.   

A new report finds Foxconn 

Technology Group is 

looking to cut back on 

costs and labor as profits 

fall for the tech giant.  A 

report from Bloomberg 

shows the company is 

planning to cut $2.9 billion 

in expenses and 10 percent 

of its non-technical 

workforce as international 

demand for the iPhone 

starts to slip.  The company 

is the largest assembler of 

the smartphone, and it’s 

uncertain how this might 

affect plans to open a new 

manufacturing facility in 

Wisconsin. 

The DNR refuses to release 

records alleging an agency 

employee harassed female 

co-workers.  In March the 

Associated Press obtained 

a disciplinary letter 

informing an employee 

they would be suspended 



for a day in April.  The letter 

alleges the employee got 

drunk, stared 

inappropriately at one 

woman and made rude 

comments to another.  The 

department denied the 

request for more 

information saying it would 

interfere with future internal 

investigations and that 

human beings make 

mistakes.  The employees 

name and division were 

redacted in the letter.   

 

 
State republicans making a 
push for the state tourism 
secretary News 11/26/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin Republicans 
members are making an 
unusual push for Governor-
elect Tony Evers to retain the 
state tourism secretary. Ten 
G-O-P members of the 
Assembly tourism committee 
sent Evers a letter urging him 
to keep Stephanie Klett in 
charge of the Department of 
Tourism. The letter says Klett 
helped grow tourism from a 
14-point-eight-billion-dollar 
industry in 2011 to more than 



20-point-six-billion dollars 
today. Committee chairman 
Travis Tranel has started an 
online petition demanding 
Klett keep her job. Nearly two-
thousand people had signed it 
as of Wednesday. 
 
A suspect is facing 
kidnapping, reckless 
endangerment and multiple 
vehicle theft charges after a 
Thanksgiving night rampage in 
northeastern Wisconsin.  The 
Outagamie County Sheriff's 
Office says it started when a 
vehicle rammed the back of an 
Appleton Airport public safety 
truck on Highway 96 in 
Greenville.  Deputies say the 
suspect then stole a pickup 
with a 13-year-old girl and a 
rifle inside.  The girl was 
dropped off at a gas station 
unharmed and was able to 
help authorities find the stolen 
truck with her "find my phone" 
app in the Town of Dale.  
Investigators say the man 
stole at least one other vehicle 
and was in possession of 



methamphetamine. 
 
Today is 'Snowplow Driver 
Appreciation Day' in 
Wisconsin.  WisDOT 
Secretary Dave Ross says 
snowplow drivers provide a 
critical public service.  
Motorists are urged to say 
'thank you' by driving safely 
near plow trucks and giving 
them room to work.  Drivers 
should stay 200 feet behind a 
working snowplow and make 
sure you can see the plow's 
mirror to ensure the driver can 
see you. 
 

 
Deer hunter found in Wood 
Co.  News 11/26/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 More county officials in the 
state are opposing a plan to 
shift the election for Wisconsin 
Supreme Court in 2020.  
Thirty county clerks have now 
signed on to a statement 
pushing back against that 
proposal for a separate 
February election.  Clerks say 
shifting the election will cost 
counties a lot of money to run 
a third election, especially one 
so close to the usual primary.  



Republicans have said they 
don't want the non-partisan 
vote tied to the state's 
presidential primary, but critics 
say it's an effort to protect a 
GOP-leaning seat on the 
state's high court.  The 
statewide cost of a spring 
election is around seven-
million dollars. 
 
Searchers used cell phone 
technology to find a missing 
47-year-old deer hunter in 
Wood County Thursday night.  
The Vesper Fire Department 
was asked to look for the 
missing man shortly after 5:30 
P-M.  He was finally found 
near a snowmobile trail in the 
town of Seneca. The man 
wasn't injured and he didn't 
require medical treatment. 
 
Authorities in Brown County 
say a Green Bay man died 
over the weekend after being 
struck by a train in the village 
of Suamico. The Brown 
County Sheriff's Office says 
the victim has been identified 



as 22-year-old Clayton John 
Clark. Deputies say Clark was 
hit by a train while walking on 
the tracks at around 8:15 A-M 
Saturday. He was taken to a 
nearby hospital where he later 
died. Sheriff's officials say 
another 22-year-old man was 
able to jump out of the way 
and was not injured. 
Investigators say alcohol does 
appear to be a factor. 
 

 
Grade school janitor 
accused of assaulting a 
young girl is in court News 11/27/18 630a,730a,830p 1:30 

The grade school janitor 

accused of sexually 

assaulting a young girl is in 

court today.  65-year old 

Stavros Iliopoulos faces 

three felony charges for the 

assault, false imprisonment 

and child enticement after 

allegedly taking the victim 

into a closet at Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School.  Yesterday teachers 

told students they’re safe 

and the man won’t be 

back.  He’s been jailed on 

a $50,000 cash bond and is 

court at 11 this morning.     



Officials in Monroe County 

are working to identify the 

human remains, found by a 

hunter near Camp Douglas 

last Friday.  The cause of 

death has not yet been 

determined.  The body was 

found in Clifton Township 

near Hwy W. 

State Representative Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

asked Attorney General 

Brad Schimel for an informal 

opinion relating to state 

statutes prohibiting public 

places from allowing 

alcohol without a license.  

The problem is, public 

places are not defined.  

Schimel said such locations 

hosting private events need 

liquor licenses.  Opponents 

say an event on private 

property clearly isn’t a 

public place.   The 

Assembly tourism 

committee is looking at the 

issue. 

Rhinelander’s Public Safety 



Committee meets tonight 

at City Hall, hosting two 

public hearings.  The first on 

whether or not to allow 

ATV/UTV use of public 

streets and the second on 

strategies the council may 

use to make the city 

friendlier to bicyclers and 

pedestrians.  No decisions 

will be made at the 

meetings, rather gathering 

public input and ideas the 

committee can use to 

formulate a 

recommendation to the 

council in the future.  The 

meetings start at six. 
 

 
Gun deer hunting very safe 
this year News 11/27/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Despite three hunters 

getting shot, state officials 

say the latest gun season is 

the safest on record.  Jon 

King with the Department 

of Natural Resources says 

three hunters were treated 

for non-fatal injuries this 

season, but there have 

been no fatalities.  Last 

year, King says, six hunters 



were shot and none of 

them died.  The last time a 

Wisconsin hunter died in the 

field was 2015.  The D-N-R 

doesn't have a final count 

of deer permits for this year, 

but says as many as 570-

thousand hunters in the 

state could have taken to 

the field during the 2018 

deer season. 

Classes were canceled 

today for students at John 

Muir Elementary in Portage 

after a gas leak was 

discovered near the 

building overnight. Portage 

Community School District 

officials say the leak was 

detected about midnight 

after someone smelled 

natural gas. The Portage 

Fire Department found the 

leak and school 

administrators decided to 

cancel classes for the day.   

The Northwoods Nordic Ski 

Club will be upgrading their 

trail grooming equipment 



thanks to a grant from the 

Rhinelander Community 

Foundation.  The $2500 will 

help the club obtain federal 

ski federation certification 

and establish the newly 

improved CAVOC trail to 

host national competitions 

including NCAA/CCSA 

collegiate and Junior 

National Olympic qualifiers. 

The Packers have lost every 

road game this season, 

that’s six, and the only 

good news going into this 

weekend’s game is they’re 

home against Arizona and 

the Cardinals have lost 

three straight and are 2-9 

on the season.  Green Bay 

comes in at 4-6-1.     
 

 
Rhinelander city hall is the 
sight for atv/utv’ owners  
debate News 11/28/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Rhinelander’s City Hall was 

packed for a public 

hearing on whether or not 

to allow ATV/UTV access to 

roads within the city limits.  

The Public Safety 

Committee hosted the 

listening session in an effort 



to gather information to 

formulate a plan to present 

to the full council in the 

near future.  Most of the 

audience supported the 

idea, pointing to 

surrounding communities 

allowing recreational 

vehicle access and the 

economic impact for both 

business and tourism.  Critics 

brought up the noise and 

safety issues.   

Oneida County’s ATV Trail 

System closes for the season 

next week.  The entire 

Lynne/Little Rice and 

Enterprise ATV trail systems 

close for the season 

Monday morning.  The 

Enterprise ATV campground 

closes Sunday at noon.  The 

expected opening next 

year is May 22nd. 

Bond was continued at 

$50,000 cash and 65-year 

old Stavros Iliopolis remains 

jailed, accused of sexually 

assaulting a young girl last 



week at Northwoods 

Community Elementary 

School.  The Tomahawk 

man pleaded not guilty to 

three felony counts in 

Oneida County court 

yesterday.  The former 

janitor at the school is back 

in court January 15th.   

The Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport will see 

additional round trip flights 

to Minneapolis next 

summer.  SkyWest Airlines, a 

subsidiary of Delta, 

announced a mid-day 

flight to handle the 

increasing travel demand 

beginning in mid-June and 

running through July and 

August.   

Preliminary numbers from 

the DNR show fewer hunters 

took more deer during the 

just ended gun season in 

the state.  211,430 deer 

were taken, about a 7% 

increase over last year’s 

total.  The number of 



hunters was down just over 

2%. 
 

 
Gov. Walker and the 
Potowatamie tribe get 
together News 11/28/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker's 

office has released details 

of an agreement with the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

Tribe which would resolve 

an issue dating back 15 

years.  The U-S Bureau of 

Indian Affairs will have to 

give its approval to the deal 

announced yesterday.  

That agreement limits the 

state's liability to a 250-

million dollar payment 

which would be awarded 

to the tribe if a new casino 

is approved near its current 

Milwaukee operation.  

Three years ago the 

Menominee Nation was 

rejected when it applied to 

build a casino in Kenosha, 

just 30 miles away.  The 

original deal would have 

required a 500-million dollar 

payoff if a casino like that 

one was built. 



The Republican leadership 

in the Wisconsin Senate says 

it is still short by at least six 

votes in its effort to pass a 

job-saving tax incentive 

package worth 70-million 

dollars.  Paper-making giant 

Kimberly-Clark announced 

plans to close two plants 

near Appleton earlier this 

year.  The tax incentive 

package could keep one 

of them open, retaining 

almost 400 jobs for the 

region.  Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald says 

the conversations about 

the bill are still ongoing, but 

the "votes are not there."  

Republicans which don't 

support the plan are 

worried other big businesses 

would hold the state 

hostage by threatening to 

eliminate jobs. 

Republicans members of 

the Wisconsin state 

Assembly are making an 



unusual push for Governor-

elect Tony Evers to retain 

state tourism secretary 

Stephanie Klett.  GOP 

lawmakers say Klett helped 

grow tourism from a $14.8 

billion industry in 2011 to 

more than $20.6 billion 

today.  

 

 
Prison in the Up set to close News 11/29/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Ojibway Prison near 

Marenisco in Michigan’s UP 

is set to close Saturday, 

despite a legal challenge 

to keep it open.  A circuit 

court judge denied the 

request of the township in 

Gegebic County that 

claimed the Department of 

Corrections failed to 

consider the economic 

impact of the closing on 

the community as required 

by state law.  The prison 

employs 203 people, many 

living in Wisconsin.  The 

judge ruled the DOC had to 

simply consider that fact 



and there’s nothing to force 

them to change the 

decision.   

 

After Merrill Mayor Derek 

Woellner vetoed the city 

budget earlier this month 

because of a 7.1% tax 

increase increase, the 

Common Council in a 

special meeting last night 

approved one with an 

increase of only 3%.  

Residents with a $75,000 

home will see a $51 

increase in property taxes, 

a difference of $8 over the 

original proposal.   

 

Incoming Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers will 

work with GOP lawmakers 

to expand Medicaid health 

coverage in the state.  His 

proposal is to expand 

Wisconsin’s BadgerCare 

Plus health coverage 

program and he says it was 

leadership that caused 



Medicaid expansion to fail 

in the state.   

 

Snowmobilers and ATVers 

will soon find it easier to run 

from Langlade to Oconto 

County trails.  Earlier this 

year the Langlade county 

forestry committee applied 

for a grant to help fund a 

bridge crossing the Wolf 

River on Hwy 64 near White 

Lake.  Donations will help 

pay for the project, that’s 

been ongoing nearly 20 

years.  It still has to be 

approved by the 

Department of 

Transportation.   
 

 
Mental health services 
across the north will benefit 
from a grant News 11/29/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Mental health services 

across the North will benefit 

from a $20,000 grant.  The 

combined services for the 

Human Service Center 

include Forest, Oneida and 

Vilas Counties.  The funds 

are provided by the 

Wisconsin department of 

health services and support 



projects addressing local 

needs including staff 

training, partnerships with 

law enforcement and 

schools and new electronic 

systems to collect and 

share information.  

Programs showing 

improvement in the quality 

of local practices are 

eligible for a $5000 bonus 

payment.  Over the last 

decade Wisconsin has 

invested more than 

$500,000 for care and 

treatment. 

University of Wisconsin 

System President Ray Cross 

says the chancellor at U-W-

La Crosse exercised poor 

judgment when he paid a 

porn actress to speak on 

campus.  Chancellor Joe 

Gow has apologized for the 

November 1st appearance 

of Nina Hartley.  She was 

paid five-thousand dollars 

of out Gow's discretionary 

fund.  Cross says he's 



ordering an audit of that 

discretionary fund due to 

the questionable decision.  

Gow has said he invited 

Hartley to campus to 

promote the U-W System's 

freedom of expression 

policy. 

Shawano County 

authorities are looking for 

the driver of a truck 

involved in the hit-and-run 

accident which killed a 

kangaroo and injured a 

man trying to help Tuesday 

night.  The kangaroo 

named Lulu had gone 

missing from her home a 

few days ago.  A man was 

trying to get her to come 

closer when the truck 

approached.  The Good 

Samaritan waived his arms 

to get the driver's attention, 

but was hit by a mirror and 

his foot was run over, while 

Lulu was struck and killed. 
 
 

 
Merrill man to spend time in News 11/30/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 A Merrill man will spend 25 



prison for killing his dad years in prison, convicted of 

killing his father two years 

ago.  22-year old Tyler 

Monroe was sentenced 

yesterday in Lincoln county 

court.  55-year old Kevin 

Monroe was found stabbed 

to death in his home in 

January of 2016.  His son 

was arrested about a week 

later and has been jailed 

since.  He plead guilty this 

past June to second 

degree intentional 

homicide and had other 

charges dismissed in a plea 

deal.   

 

A 43-year old Merrill man is 

back in court next month, 

charged with several 

felonies.  Andrew Duerkop is 

accused of stealing more 

than $67,000 from the liquor 

company where he was 

employed.   

 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department joins 



organizations across the 

state to recognize 

Methamphetamine 

Awareness Day, today.  

Governor Scott Walker 

recently issued a 

proclamation in support of 

the day, aimed at 

educating residents to the 

dangers and effects of the 

drug.  Meth use is growing 

in Wisconsin with availability 

increasing 250% over the 

last five years.   

 

A gift from the Yawkey 

Lumber Company of 

Hazelhurst to the 

Northwoods Land Trust will 

preserve a tract along the 

shore of Lake Katherine.  

The 430 acres of forest and 

wetlands, nearly four and a 

half miles of shoreline is 

valued at $12-million.  

Tigertail Point, the steep-

sloped southern end of a 

peninsula, running into the 

lake from the east shore is 



visible on the drive by on 

Hwy 51.  Sections of the 

land, including three islands 

will be closed to the public 

to protect critical wildlife 

habitat, while the majority 

will be open to non-

motorized recreation. 
 

 
State farmers will receive 
some bail out money News 11/30/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

A federal bailout program 

to help farmers deal with 

falling market prices will 

send about 10-million 

dollars to Wisconsin.  

Numbers from the U-S 

Department of Agriculture 

show the average 

Wisconsin farmer will get 

two-thousand-145 dollars.  

About 11 farms in the state 

will receive more than 50-

thousand dollars.  Farmers 

are being compensated for 

losses caused by Trump 

administration trade battles 

with countries like China, 

Canada and Mexico. 

Hospital officials at U-W 

Health say one of the 

patients with Legionnaires' 



disease has died.  A 

spokesperson says the 

victim was being treated for 

severe health problems.   At 

the same time the death 

was announced, the 

hospital also reported a fifth 

person has tested positive 

for the Legionella bacteria.  

The first four cases were 

blamed on an issue with the 

Madison hospital's hot 

water system, but the fifth 

patient reportedly 

contracted the bacteria 

outside the facility. 

A federal judge sentenced 

a former Johnsonville 

Sausage worker to four-

years in prison for 

tampering with the 

company's product last 

March.  28-year-old 

Jonathan Tilman Lane put a 

wire in one sausage on a 

processing line and later 

put a cigarette paper in 

another.  The company 

says none of the sausages 



made it out of the 

Sheboygan Falls factory.   

The good news is, police 

didn’t find anything.  Drug 

dogs with the Tomahawk 

Police Department 

searched both middle and 

high schools and grounds 

yesterday in an ongoing 

attempt to raise awareness 

of drug use and abuse by 

students.  The school district 

encourages anyone aware 

of drugs on campus to 

contact an administrator or 

staff member.     
 

 
Interview In studio 11/15/18 8:37a 3 min. 

Talked  to Lynn Dietrich about the 
upcoming Salvation Army Bell ringing 
campaign. 
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Lame duck republicans 
looking to act on a series of 
proposals News 12/3/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin Republicans, 

meeting in a lame-duck 

session today are looking to 



act on a series of proposals 

and incoming Democratic 

Governor Tony Evers may 

resort to legal action to stop 

it.  Among topics in 

committee are moving the 

2020 presidential primary, 

restricting early voting and 

weakening the powers of 

both the governor and 

attorney general.  This 

could set the stage for both 

the Assembly and Senate to 

vote on the matters 

tomorrow.  Evers says the 

proposals go to the heart of 

what democracy is all 

about and the GOP is trying 

to undo the results of the 

November election.  

 

In March of 2008, 25-year 

old Rochelle Anderson of 

Tomahawk was murdered 

at the Zephyr gas station 

where she worked.  18-year 

old Derek Domke was tried 

and convicted in the crime.  

The now abandoned 



building was a reminder of 

the brutal crime for family 

and friends and after a 

decade of waiting, the 

building came down over 

the weekend.  Rochelle’s 

father, Randy Anderson 

said he’s working with both 

the owner and the city to 

develop the land into a 

memorial.    
 

After 13 seasons as the 

head coach of the Green 

Bay Packers, it took a home 

loss to the 2-9 Arizona 

Cardinals for management 

to cut Mike McCarthy loose.  

CEO Mark Murphy, in a 

statement said the move 

was made because the 

2018 season has not lived 

up to the expectations and 

standards of the Green Bay 

Packers.  Offensive 

coordinator Joe Philbin will 

handle the remaining four 

games until a new coach is 

named.   
 



  
New state Gov. Evers says 
he will push for Medicaid 
expansion News 12/3/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Incoming Wisconsin 

Governor Tony Evers says he 

will push for expansion of 

Medicaid coverage while 

talking to voters statewide.  

Evers wants to add about 

75-thousand low-income 

residents to the federally-

funded program.  Exit polls 

showed health care was 

the most important issue for 

the voters who supported 

Evers in the general 

election.  Governor Scott 

Walker has consistently 

opposed the idea of 

accepting the federal 

funding. 

A former Tomahawk man 

facing homicide charges 

will have his trial next fall in 

Lincoln County Court.  22-

year old Henry Hughes, now 

living in Bolingbrook, Illinois is 

charged with first degree 

reckless homicide and child 

abuse in the death of his 

one month old son two 

years ago.  The 10-day trial 



is scheduled from 

November 11th of next year.   

Area snowmobile clubs are 

gearing prepping for the 

upcoming season.  The 

Lakeland area’s Cross 

Country Cruisers have 

already been inspecting 

county trails and getting 

the groomers ready.  And 

for the first time in several 

years trails crossing water in 

some areas could be open 

soon.  The Sno-Eagles in 

Eagle River began panning 

and grooming trails 

yesterday.   Opening dates 

have yet to be announced. 

The Green Bay Packers will 

hold a news conference 

tomorrow, not about their 

search for a coach, but to 

announce details of a 

major concert date for 

Lambeau Field.  Former 

Beatle Paul McCartney will 

perform at an event next 

summer and tomorrow’s 

announcement will reveal 



the concert date and when 

tickets will go on sale.  

McCartney’s Facebook 

page has been hinting at 

the venue since 

September. 
 

  
Protestor’s at the capitol 
building News 12/4/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 (Madison, WI)  --  Protesters 
shouting "respect our votes" 
pounded on the committee 
meeting room doors Monday 
at the Capitol.  Democrats say 
issues being discussed by the 
Joint Finance Committee are 
an attempt to limit the powers 
of statewide leaders like 
Governor-elect Tony Evers.  
Senate Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald wouldn't say 
whether he has enough votes 
to pass all the measures being 
considered when that 
chamber convenes today 
(Tuesday).  All of the 
proposals were advanced to 
the full Legislature for 
approval.  Fitzgerald has 
called Evers' reaction to the 
lame-duck session "over the 
top." 
 



 A Marathon County Circuit 
Court judge has sentenced a 
hit-and-run driver to seven-
and-a-half years in prison.  
Twenty-nine-year-old Josie 
Romero hit a woman July 
19th, left the scene, hid her 
car and went to her mother's 
house in Antigo.  Investigators 
say Romero had been sending 
messages to her boyfriend 
when she hit Molly Viehweg.  
Surveillance video helped 
Wausau police identify the 
vehicle involved in the hit-and-
run accident. 

  

 

Ascension Wisconsin Spirit 
Medical Transport has initiated 
critical care fixed wing 
(airplane) transport in addition 
to its critical care ambulance 
and medical helicopter 
transport program. The new 
service will enhance medical 
transport services by 
transporting patients to cities 
inside and outside of Spirit’s 
service area. The airplane is a 



medically-configured twin-
turboprop that is based at 
Lakeland Airport in Arbor 
Vitae. Spirit’s first fixed wing 
transport recently traveled 
from Eagle River to Rockford, 
IL to meet the specific request 
of the patient. 

 

  
Preliminary hearing on the 
death of a child.  News 12/4/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Preliminary hearings have 
been scheduled for two people 
accused of causing the death 
of a three-year-old boy.  Forty-
eight-year-old Eduardo 
Gamez and 36-year-old Jamie 
Schrank were babysitting the 
victim while using meth in 
July.  Gamez and Schrank 
made Monday appearances in 
Manitowoc County Circuit 
Court Monday.  Both face 
possible life prison sentences 
if they are convicted on the 
felony charge of child abuse 
resulting in death. 
 
The president of the University 
of Wisconsin System will 
recommend three-percent pay 
hikes for system employees to 
go into effect next July.  



President Ray Cross says it's 
important to keep pay levels in 
line with other systems so 
high-quality faculty and staff 
can be hired and retained.  
Those workers have received 
no pay hikes in five of the last 
eight fiscal years and Cross 
says many are paid below-
market rates for people in 
higher education fields. 
 
Police say a high-tech doorbell 
camera led them to a 31-year-
old porch pirate who may be 
responsible for dozens of 
thefts.  The suspect was 
arrested Saturday by police in 
the Milwaukee suburb of 
Greenfield.  The investigation 
resulted in the recovery of 175 
stolen packages from the 
suspect's house.  Police say 
one of the stolen packages 
contained the same kind of 
home video surveillance 
camera as the one which led 
to the arrest. 
 

  
State lawmakers working to 
limit new governor’s power News 12/5/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin lawmakers have 
been working overtime on a 



package of bills designed to 
limit the powers of the 
incoming Democratic governor 
and attorney general.  Despite 
advantages in both the 
Assembly and Senate, the 
Republican effort to pass 
some of the controversial 
changes hasn't been easy.  A 
plan to move the 2020 
presidential primary was set 
aside.  A Medicaid work 
requirement was passed 
shortly before 1:00 A-M today 
(Wednesday). 

  

Governor Scott Walker has 
appointed a high-powered 
attorney to serve on the 
University of Wisconsin 
System Board of Regents. 
Walker has selected Scott 
Beightol to serve until May 
2023. He replaces Republican 
Bryan Steil, who resigned last 
week to focus on his first term 
in Congress. Beightol is a 
partner in the Michael Best 
and Friedrich law firm, which 
helped Republicans redraw 



legislative boundaries in 2011. 
Democrats allege the maps 
are unconstitutional.  
 
 An independent prosecutor 
has ruled three Superior police 
officers were justified when 
they shot a 19-year-old man 
when he threatened them with 
a wrench last October.  
Joshua Michael Farmer 
claimed the metal object was 
a gun just before he was shot.  
Barron County District 
Attorney Brian Wright made 
the decision at the request of 
Douglas County officials.  
Farmer is charged with three 
felonies and two 
misdemeanors.  He was hit by 
six shots but suffered non-
lethal injuries. 
 

  
Wausau man could be 
sentenced to prison time in 
heroin death News 12/5/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A long 24 hours of debates, 
caucuses and voting ended 
early this morning as 
Republicans in the Wisconsin 
legislature pushed through 
legislation limiting the powers 
of incoming Governor Tony 
Evers and Attorney General 



Josh Kaul, and limiting the 
time frame for municipalities to 
offer early absentee voting. 
The entire package of bills 
now head to Governor Walker 
for his signature. He has 
signaled he’d sign them before 
he leaves office. Not headed 
to the governor is a proposal 
to move the date of 
Wisconsin’s presidential 
primary from April to March. 
That measure never made it 
out of the legislature’s finance 
committee earlier this week. 

 
A Wausau man will face more 
than 50 years in prison if he is 
convicted on charges he gave 
a woman a fatal dose of 
heroin.  Forty-five-year-old 
Jermal Hill is scheduled to 
appear in Marathon County 
Circuit Court next Monday.  
He's charged with first-degree 
reckless homicide.  The victim 
died of an overdose 
September 11th.  Her name 
hasn't been released. 
 



 Saying in many cases its 
tuition is less than similar 
institutions, the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison is 
proposing a tuition increase 
for some of its students.  U-W 
Chancellor Rebecca Blank 
says at least 20 percent of the 
16-million dollars generated 
would be funneled back into 
financial aid.  The Board of 
Regents is going to consider 
the request at a meeting this 
week in La Crosse.  Non-
resident undergraduate and 
some professional school 
students would be affected. 
 

  
Republican  leaders speak 
on some new laws News 12/6/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

  Republican leaders of the 
Wisconsin Legislature say 
they are confident the 
changes they approved this 
week will withstand any legal 
challenge.  Duties and 
responsibilities for the 
governor and attorney general 
are being limited after the 
election of Democrats Tony 
Evers and Josh Kaul.  One bill 
restricts early voting to two 
weeks before an election.  



Another seeks to protect the 
Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation. 

  

The official inauguration 
ceremony for incoming 
Governor Tony Evers and 
Lieutenant Governor Mandela 
Barnes will start at 11:00 A-M 
January 7th.  Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Metro Milwaukee 
has been named the 
inauguration partner.  
Spokespersons for Evers and 
Barnes say a celebratory gala 
will be held the evening of the 
7th.  More details will be 
released from the inaugural 
committee in the near future. 
 
An inmate of the Oneida 
County Jail has died at a 
Wausau area hospital, 
apparently of natural causes. 
39 year old Jillian Buza of 
Eagle River was in jail as the 
result of an incident at 
Marshfield Clinic in Minocqua 
back in June of this year. 
Since being at the Oneida 



County facility, Buza had been 
hospitalized for health related 
issues on several occasions. 
The Oneida county medical 
examiner’s office is 
investigating. 
 

The Three Lakes Area 
Chamber of Commerce has a 
new Executive Director. 
Collette Sorgel is a native of 
Three Lakes, with experience 
in both the corporate and non-
profit world. Sorgel will begin 
her new position as Executive 
Director of the Three Lakes 
Chamber December 13th. 
 

  
Gov. Evers to ask outgoing 
Gov. Walker to veto 
incoming legislation News 12/6/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's governor-elect 
says he will make a personal 
appeal to outgoing Governor 
Scott Walker to veto 
legislation passed this week.  
The Republican Legislature 
passed several measures to 
weaken the powers of the 
Tony Evers administration.  
Evers says he will urge Walker 
not to sign the bills.  If he 
doesn't agree, the Democrat 
says he will consider litigation 



or other ways to keep the 
measures from going into 
effect. 
 
U-S Marshals and Stevens 
Point police were working 
together Wednesday 
afternoon to take a 22-year-
old murder suspect from 
Chicago into custody.  When 
authorities carrying a warrant 
knocked on the door, they say 
Jerome Buchanan jumped out 
a window and ran through a 
parking lot on the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
campus.  He was quickly 
chased down and is being 
held in the Portage County 
Jail, awaiting extradition.  
Students were advised about 
the activity by an alert. 
 
Students in Baraboo can 
expect a trip to the Holocaust 
Museum in Illinois in an effort 
to move past an infamous 
prom picture.  School leaders 
in Baraboo Tuesday 
announced a series of 
"educational steps" that they 



plan to take after a photo from 
last year's prom became 
internet famous because 
people said it showed 
students flashing a Nazi 
salute.  Superintendent Lori 
Mueler said in addition to the 
field trip, the school district will 
add lessons on the Holocaust 
to the curriculum, and work on 
social justice instruction skills 
for teachers. 

 

  
Shopko laying off workers at 
stores News 12/7/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Somewhere between 400 
and one-thousand workers 
at Shopko stores across 
the country will lose their 
jobs when the Wisconsin-
based retail chain shuts 
down 39 locations.  
Liquidation sales start 
today.  Shopko owns 360 
stores in 24 states.  Its 
store in Mauston is the 
only Wisconsin operation 
which will close its doors 
by the end of February.  A 
spokesperson says the 
moves were brought on by 



long-term projections of 
profitability, sales trends 
and growth potential. 

 

The owner of a Shawano 
County Christmas tree 
farm has reported the theft 
of dozens of trees.  The 
trees were worth about 25-
hundred dollars.  Dan 
Hanauer says the trees 
were taken after a snowfall 
and that made it obvious 
where they were missing.  
The sheriff's department is 
investigating the thefts.  
About 75-to-100 trees 
were taken from 
Hanauer's Tree Farms last 
weekend. 

  

New numbers from the U-
S Census Bureau show 
that incomes across 
Wisconsin are generally 
up and the percentage of 



people in poverty and 
without insurance 
declined.  The numbers 
were released 
Wednesday. Analysts say 
the numbers also indicate 
a digital divide among 
citizens, where in many 
counties barely half of all 
households have a 
smartphone.  At least 30 
percent of households in 
nine counties have no 
internet access. 
 

  
UW system board of regents 
approves pay increase News 12/7/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The U-W System Board of 
Regents has approved a 
three percent pay increase 
for employees in each of 
the next two years.  The 
action was taken at a 
meeting in La Crosse 
Thursday.  Wisconsin 
lawmakers still have to 
give their approval for the 
paychecks to get bigger 
next July.  About 39-
thousand employees 



would be affected.  The 
proposal okayed by 
regents calls for full state 
funding after several years 
of pay raises which were 
slower than the inflation 
rate. 
 
A Salvation Army bell-
ringer told Madison police 
he was taking his 
collection bucket to the 
organization, but a 
spokesperson says that's 
not the way it works.  Fifty-
seven-year-old Kemple 
Garrett Senior is accused 
of trying to steal the 
money and the bucket 
holding it.  Witnesses say 
he took it with him from 
the location at Woodman's 
Tuesday afternoon.  The 
Salvation Army says 
Garrett had already been 
fired for failing to show up 
on time.  Surveillance 



video showed him stuffing 
some of the money in his 
pocket. 
 
Investigators with the 
Police Department in 
Durand, Wisconsin say a 
student in the Durand-
Arkansaw School District 
apparently didn't intend to 
cause harm when he 
brought two guns to 
school.  Another student 
told the principal against 
the guns and they were 
found -- unloaded -- in the 
suspect's locker.  The 
student's name hasn't 
been released.  Police say 
there was no ammunition 
in that student's 
possession. 

 

  
Tragedy nearly averted last 
weekend in bus accident News 12/11/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Tragedy was nearly 

averted last week as 

surveillance video on a 

stopped school bus on Hwy 

8 showed a truck, passing 



on the right and nearly 

striking a child.  Bowen’s Bus 

Service in Rhinelander has 

already reported 19 such 

incidents this year but often 

drivers don’t have the time 

to grab a plate number.  If 

it can’t be written down, 

drivers are told to say it out 

loud as the audio will be 

captured on the camera.  

Law enforcement 

encourages other drivers to 

report such incidents and 

be alert for busses before 

someone gets hurt or worse.     

 

Eleven more cases of 

chronic wasting disease 

have been confirmed at a 

deer farm in Washington 

County.  State and federal 

officials killed the remaining 

animals on the farm last 

week and 22 at a Bayfield 

County preserve last spring 

after it was discovered the 

deer came from the 

Washington County farm.  



The facility had been under 

quarantine since March.   

 

Riverview Middle School in 

Barron hosts a tree of hope 

ceremony tomorrow, in 

honor of 13-year old Jayme 

Closs.  She’s been missing 

since October 15th when 

her parents were found 

murdered in their home.  

Officials believe Jayme was 

abducted and have 

followed up on thousands 

of leads looking for 

suspects.   
 

Rhinelander’s Salvation 

Army is still in need of 

volunteers for the annual 

Red Kettle campaign.  The 

organization finds itself 

about half way to their 

$40,000 goal with only 12 

days left.  The majority of 

the funds raised stay local 

for emergency needs.  

Information about 

volunteering is available on 



this station’s website. 
 

  
Gov. Evers forms panel News 12/11/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's incoming 

governor formed a 30-

person council to advise 

him on criminal justice 

policy.  Tony Evers said he 

wants to cut the number of 

people in state prisons in 

half, do away with solitary 

confinement and give 

former convicts more help 

so they can avoid returning 

to prison.  Two former state 

Supreme Court justices, 

several circuit court judges, 

a former Wisconsin 

corrections secretary and 

the attorney who defended 

convicted killer Steven 

Avery are on the council. 

Eight members of a high 

school bowling team and 

their coach suffered injuries 

last night when their school 

bus was in an accident.  

The students were returning 

to West Bend from 

Campbellsport when the 

bus was hit by a pickup in 



Kewaskum.  Three had to 

be taken to a hospital, but 

the extent of their injuries 

hasn't been released. 

An 11-year-old student told 

a guidance counselor at 

Bloomer Middle School a 

man held her against a wall 

with a pipe in her mouth.  

The child says she held her 

breath but eventually had 

to inhale the marijuana 

smoke.  Thirty-six-year-old 

Brandon Geiger is charged 

with sexual assault, child 

enticement, criminal 

damage to property and 

disorderly conduct.  He was 

due in Chippewa County 

Circuit Court today.  During 

the investigation, police 

interviewed a woman who 

told them Geiger physically 

and sexually abused her on 

multiple occasions. 

Milwaukee officials want to 

host the Democratic 

National Convention next 

year more than its 



competitors, Houston and 

Miami.  Other than 

Chicago, it has been more 

than 100 years since a 

national convention was 

held in the Midwest.  The 

decision comes next 

month. 
 

  
Newbold woman sentenced  News 12/12/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Two months ago, 30-year 

old Ellen Tran was found 

guilty of first degree reckless 

homicide in the death of 

young Avery Edwards near 

Rhinelander.  The Newbold 

woman was sentenced 

yesterday in Oneida 

County Court to 15 years in 

prison with an additional 

seven of extended 

supervision.  The 20-month 

old Avery was said to have 

fallen in the shower but 

prosecutors said abuse 

went well beyond that.   

 

Eight years ago, then 

Democratic Governor Jim 

Doyle vetoed a bill 

eliminating the authority of 



future governors to appoint 

the DNR Secretary.  

Democrats are floating 

another attempt and it 

drew quick reaction from 

Hazelhurst Republican 

Senator Tom Tiffany.  In a 

statement Tiffany said the 

proposal will steal authority 

to select the next DNR 

Secretary from Governor-

Elect Tony Evers.  It will turn 

the selection over to an 

unelected board.  Before 

signing on to the proposal I 

urge my colleagues to 

understand the power grab 

you are proposing to 

undertake before Mr. Evers 

is inaugurated.  The 

measure, seeking co-

sponsorship, was 

introduced by Democratic 

Senator Robert Wirch from 

Somers.   

 

The US Senate yesterday 

passed the 2018 Farm Bill 

and the measure is 



expected to get House 

approval with bipartisan 

support.  Wisconsin 

Republican Senator Ron 

Johnson was a no vote on 

the bill saying it doesn’t 

include needed reforms to 

SNAP spending.  Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin said the bill 

introduces important 

investments for farmers.   

 

Green Bay-based Shopko is 

reportedly filing for 

bankruptcy.  The retailer 

recently closed 39 stores in 

19 states, including a 

location in Mauston.  Most 

of them are Shopko 

Hometown stores.   
 

  
 
Gov. Walker speaks on 
potential vetoes News 12/12/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

avoided specifics while 

telling reporters he might 

look for places to use his 

line-item veto power on the 

set of bills passed by 

lawmakers last week.  The 

Republican says he is 

considering at least one 



seriously.  His comments 

make it apparent he is likely 

to sign most of the 

legislation passed in the 

lame-duck session.  He says 

additional targets for his 

veto pen might involve 

appropriations.  Walker also 

hopes to announce a plan 

in the next few days to save 

nearly 400 jobs at the 

Kimberly-Clark plant in Fox 

Crossing.  Walker says 

saving the factory is his top 

priority before leaving office 

next month.  Lawmakers 

failed to pass a tax 

incentive package worth 

100-million dollars last week. 

Kroger-owned Roundy's 

stores bought 42 of 

Shopko's pharmacy 

locations.  The deal 

announced yesterday 

includes 25 Shopko stores  in 

Wisconsin.  Shopko is said to 

be changing its business 

model in a search for profits 

and Kroger can increase 



the foot traffic at its stores 

with the purchase.   

Effective today the state’s 

frozen road rules go into 

effect.  Impacting the 

northernmost zone, all 

numbered state and 

federal highways north of, 

and including, Highway 8 

allow truckers with heavier 

loads such as cross cut 

forest products or salt and 

sand for winter 

maintenance.  It increases 

load limits from 80,000 to 

98,000 pounds.  The 

increased limits don’t apply 

to county or town roads 

unless authorized by local 

agencies.  The Department 

of Transportation monitors 

roads to determine frost 

depths and says roads will 

be posted in other areas of 

the state as conditions 

permit. 
 

  
New Gov. Evers stops in 
Wausau News 12/13/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 In advance of submitting 

the state budget, 

Governor-elect Tony Evers 



stopped in Wausau 

yesterday as part of his 

statewide tour of listening 

sessions.  Among the topics 

addressed directly to policy 

staff were the environment, 

criminal justice reform, 

health care, the economy 

and education.  Evers 

expects the budget to be 

submitted my March. 

The DNR is investigating 

another firearm-related 

injury during the nine-day 

gun deer season.  Initially 

three injuries were reported 

with no fatalities, the fewest 

recorded during the 

season.  This fourth incident 

occurred in Bayfield 

County.   

Two juniors at Northland 

Pines High School were 

expelled for possessing 

prescription drugs on 

campus.  Administrators 

discovered the incident 

from other students.  The 

school board established 



criteria for the two boys 

where, if followed, would 

allow them to graduate 

with their class. 

As expected the US 

Congress passed the 2018 

farm bill with critics saying it 

promotes corporate 

interests and over funds 

food assistance programs.  

The measure is now on the 

president’s desk. 

An accident yesterday 

morning in Rhinelander 

injured one person.  About 

9:30, the Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported a car pulled out in 

front of a semi near the 

corner of Hwys 47 and K.  

The driver of the car was 

taken to the hospital for 

treatment. 

Kids in need at the Lac du 

Flambeau Public School will 

be warmer this winter.  

More than 1200 winter 

clothing items were 

collected during the Warm 



Up for Winning promotion at 

Lake of the Torches Resort 

Casino.  Club Advantage 

members brought in the 

mittens, gloves, hats, coats 

and more to be distributed 

to students on an as-

needed basis.   
 

  
People in Barron show up in 
memory of missing girl News 12/13/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 People turned out in the 

city of Barron to light up a 

"tree of hope" in honor not 

of Christmas but of missing 

13-year-old Jayme Closs.  

The local middle school 

student has been missing 

since her parents were slain 

Oct. 15. James and Denise 

Closs were fatally shot in 

their home, and 

investigators believe Jayme 

was abducted.  Yesterday's 

event at Riverview Middle 

School featured a 16-foot 

tree with messages of hope, 

the release of lighted 

lanterns and a message 

from Barron native and "The 

Voice" finalist Chris Kroeze.  

Barron County Sheriff Chris 



Fitzgerald said there are still 

no breaks in the case and 

that yesterday’s event lifted 

his spirits, because he hasn't 

smiled in a long time. 

Agriculture experts say 

passage of the 2018 Farm 

Bill can help struggling 

Wisconsin dairy farmers stay 

in business.  Changes to the 

risk management program 

will make it cheaper for 

farmers enrolled in the 

federally-funded insurance 

product.  The bill is headed 

to President Donald Trump 

for his expected signature.  

Opponents point out that 

80 percent of the funding in 

the bill goes to SNAP, 

formerly called the food 

stamp program.  

The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services reports 

five-thousand-818 abortions 

were performed in the state 

last year, an increase of 

three-point-seven percent.  

That's the first time since 



2009 the number of 

abortions went up.  The 

state agency reports 

women between the ages 

of 20-and-24 accounted for 

30 percent of the abortions 

by Wisconsin residents.  The 

number of abortions had 

dropped in each of the last 

eight years. 
 

  
Judge to rule on motions in 
murder trial  News 12/14/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Judge Jill Falstad will rule 

on motions heard yesterday 

in the murder case against 

Robin Mendez.  He’s 

accused of killing his wife, 

Barbara in Minocqua in 

1982.  Prosecutors argued 

an affair with an under-

aged girl was the motive 

while defense attorneys 

said the affair began and 

continued long after the 

crime.  The two sides also 

debated using testimony of 

a forensic expert who 

testified she was struck with 

a pry bar, the type used in 

the family’s upholstery 

business.  The court will 



review all the testimony 

before rendering a 

decision.  The next court 

appearance is scheduled 

for February 7th with a two 

week trial beginning April 

8th. 
 

Wisconsin taxpayers will 

provide $28 million in 

incentives over five years to 

Kimberly Clark Corporation, 

in a deal announced 

yesterday by outgoing 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker.  Walker made 

saving the jobs at the 

Neenah Cold Spring plant a 

priority. The deal with 

Kimberly-Clark is through 

the Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation. 

Under recently passed 

lame-duck legislation, the 

Legislature, not incoming 

Governor Tony Evers, would 

have to approve any such 

deals in the future.  In 

reaction Evers said, “The 



Republicans’ lame-duck 

session overriding the will of 

the people would affect 

the governor’s ability to 

lead on economic 

development through 

proposals like the one.”    

Emailed bomb threats 

across the country reached 

northcentral Wisconsin 

when Channel 7’s building 

in Wausau was cleared by 

law enforcement 

yesterday.   Authorities 

traced the email to an 

overseas proxy server.  

Similar threats were sent to 

dozens of schools, 

government buildings and 

other locations and appear 

to be a hoax. 

 

  
Gov. Walker to decide to 
veto some state legislation News 12/14/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The clock has started and 

Governor Scott Walker has 

six days to decide whether 

to sign the lame-duck 

legislation package 



approved last week.  The 

bills give Republicans 

control of the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation and prevent 

Governor-elect Tony Evers 

from withdrawing Wisconsin 

from a lawsuit challenging 

the Affordable Care Act.  

Evers would also be 

stopped from trying to 

withdraw a federal waiver 

which lets Wisconsin force 

Medicaid recipients to work 

in order to receive the 

benefits.  

Meanwhile, Evers calls a 

meeting yesterday with 

President Trump a 

"privilege."  The Democrat 

Evers and other incoming 

governor were invited to 

the White House to talk 

about shared state-and-

federal priorities.  The group 

discussed workforce 

development, improving 

the nation's infrastructure, 

supporting veterans and 



military families, and 

dealing with the opioid 

crisis.   

Rhinelander Republican 

State Representative Rob 

Swearingen was appointed 

Chair of the Assembly 

Committee on State Affairs 

and one of six lawmakers to 

the Wisconsin Building 

Commission.  The 

commission is chaired by 

the Governor, and includes 

majority and minority 

members of the assembly 

and a citizen member.  

They plan, oversee and 

approve building projects 

around the state. 

A report from the United 

Health Foundation names 

Wisconsin the worst state in 

the U-S for excessive 

drinking.  Nearly one-fourth 

of all adults in the state 

drink excessively, according 

to the annual America's 

Health Rankings.  Despite 

that, Wisconsin still is ranked 



in the upper half of the 

states -- 23rd -- for overall 

health.  Factors like 

community and 

environment, policy, clinical 

care and health outcomes 

were weighed to come up 

with the annual ranking 

  
Snowmobile accident on 
Pelican Lake kills the driver News 12/17/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A snowmobile accident 

yesterday on Patricia Lake 

killed the operator.  41-year 

old Eric Ross of Minocqua 

was on an unmarked trail 

near the edge of the lake 

when the machine struck a 

downed tree.  He was 

thrown from the sled and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

A fire late Friday destroyed 

a storage building at 

Minocqua Wood Products 

on Hwy 70.  Reported just 

before 10pm, the building 

was engulfed in flames 

when firefighters arrived.  

The structure was destroyed 

and the cause is still under 

investigation.   



Rhinelander’s city council 

meets in special session 

today as a committee of 

the whole.  Basically that 

means they’ll convene as a 

committee without the 

structured parliamentary 

rules of the council.  The 

move also relaxes the usual 

limits on debate, allowing 

for more exchange of 

views.  The agenda lists the 

meeting as a brainstorming 

session.  The committee of 

the whole can also 

recommend items for 

action once the group 

returns to regular session.  

The meeting is at 5:00 at 

City Hall.   

Nearly 200 workers at CG 

Bretting Manufacturing Co. 

in Ashland are striking after 

rejecting the company’s 

contract offer.  The strike 

took place after midnight 

Sunday.  The Machinists 

Union is supporting the 

members request for better 



wages, pension and health 

benefits.  The company was 

not available for comment.  

CG Bretting is a fourth-

generation, family-owned, 

multi-billion dollar 

company, manufacturing 

customized machines for 

the paper converting 

industry.   

The Green Bay Packers 

hopes of post-season play 

ended yesterday with a 24-

17 loss to the Chicago 

Bears, who captured the 

NFC North Division title with 

the win.   
 

  
Burglary suspects in jail News 12/17/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Two people are in the 

Lincoln County Jail as 

deputies interrupted a 

burglary in progress late 

Friday night in the Town of 

Scott.  Officers responded 

after receiving an alarm.  

The pair were charged with 

felony counts of burglary, 

theft and receiving stolen 

property along with 

possession of 



methamphetamine 

paraphernalia.  There were 

also wanted on felony 

warrants for violating terms 

of their probation.   

The 73-year-old pilot of a 

small plane which crashed 

near Lodi has been 

hospitalized.  The man from 

the Town of Dane suffered 

minor injuries when his 

plane went down Saturday 

afternoon.  Witnesses say he 

was coming in for a landing 

at the nearby Lodi-

Lakeland airport when his 

plane flew too low and hit 

some trees, then crashed 

nose-first into a field.  The 

pilot pulled himself out of 

the wreckage.  His name 

hasn't been released. 

Emergency responders from 

10 agencies were called 

out Sunday morning to the 

Sheboygan River in Kiel.  

Witnesses told rescuers a 

man disappeared after 

they saw him out on the ice 



and they were worried he 

had fallen into the water.  

Several people reported 

they had seen the man 

about four feet from open 

water before they lost sight 

of him.  Divers had been 

searching for about 45 

minutes when a person 

came to the command 

post and said they had 

been out on the ice at 

about the same time the 

calls came in.  He said he 

was never in the water. 

Outgoing Wisconsin 

governor Scott Walker is 

reportedly on a short list for 

Secretary of the Interior in 

the Trump administration. 
 

 
Rhinelander man in jail on 
child sexual felonies News 12/18/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Rhinelander man faces 

eight felonies in Oneida 

County Court, accused of 

having sexual contact with 

a child.  60-year old Blaine 

Ciardo is jailed on a $50,000 

cash bond, charged with 

first degree sexual assault 

after allegedly touching a 



boy inappropriately in a 

shower in 2014.  He’s also 

accused of showing 

pornography to the boy 

and a girl.  Court records 

also show charges ranging 

from incest to causing 

mental harm and 

intimidation.  Ciardo is back 

in court Friday. 

Several voters rights groups 

filed a federal lawsuit 

seeking to stop the state 

from cutting back on early 

voting.  Citizen Action of 

Wisconsin Executive 

Director Robert Kraig says a 

previous ruling by Judge 

James Peterson striking 

down early voting 

restrictions is already on file.  

He expects Peterson to 

simply enforce his previous 

ruling, and is hoping he 

takes up the case in 

January.   Kraig said, 

“Lawyers are very optimistic 

that this is a very strong 

case, that the legislature 



really has not tried to 

comply with the court 

decision striking down their 

previous restrictions.”  State 

Republicans, including 

Governor Walker, say they 

cut back on early voting 

because it’s not fair to give 

urban centers like Madison 

and Milwaukee more time 

to vote than more rural 

sections of Wisconsin. 

Christmas is a week away 

and you don’t have much 

time left if presents haven’t 

been shipped.  The Post 

Office will get them there if 

postmarked by 

Thursday…UPS shows 

Monday deliveries with 3-

day select and 2nd Day Air 

shipping while FexEx 

deadlines run from today 

through Thursday to make it 

in time. 

 
 



 
State democratic senator 
wants to make it harder to 
pass lame duck legislation News 12/18/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Following passage of a 

controversial package of 

bills during the lame-duck 

session, a Democratic state 

senator wants to make it 

harder to do that again.  

Milwaukee State Senator 

Tim Carpenter introduced 

legislation requiring a two-

thirds vote for passage of 

bills, resolutions and 

appointments during lame-

duck sessions.  Carpenter 

says Republican Governor 

Scott Walker tarnished his 

legacy when he signed 

three bills which strip some 

executive powers from the 

incoming governor and 

attorney general, both 

Democrats. 

A grain elevator built in the 

1800s burned to the ground 

yesterday while workers 

were trying to salvage its 

wood.  One fire official 

estimates 10-million dollars 

worth of wood reclamation 

equipment was on the site 



when the fire started and 

only a Bobcat was 

retrieved.  Flames spread to 

a nearby home.  Firefighters 

say it could take several 

days to put the fire in the 

150-foot tall elevator out.  

Wisconsin Congressman 

Mark Pocan says the U-S 

Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement agency has 

delayed the Freedom of 

Information Act process 

without explanation.  The 

Madison Democrat is 

demanding a response 

after waiting for two 

months.  Pocan wants the 

information about ICE raids 

conducted in Wisconsin 

which resulted in 83 arrests.  

Madison city leaders have 

complained the feds didn't 

give proper notification 

before the September 

roundup of people in the 

country illegally. 

A plea deal was reached in 

the case of a Rhinelander 



man who took off from a 

traffic stop last month.  29-

year old Josh Meirhofer led 

police on a chase in the 

Town of Pelican.  He’ll serve 

18 months probation to 

reduced charges.    
 

 
Senator Ron Johnson 
speaks on health cared News 12/19/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Senator Ron Johnson says 

the protection in current 

federal law for people with 

pre-existing conditions is too 

politically popular to be 

eliminated.  The Wisconsin 

Republican said he wished 

his party would have been 

successful in repealing the 

law when they had the 

chance.  He supports 

alternatives to guarantee 

coverage, like the high risk 

pool Wisconsin previously 

had in place. 

The city of Merrill made 

headlines recently when 

the mayor vetoed the 

budget and the common 

council dropped the tax 

levy increase.  That didn’t 

help the property taxes as 



residents are seeing a 7.4% 

increase.  Mayor Derek 

Woellner said a drop in 

state funding bumped up 

the property tax rate.   

A Green Bay man is 

convicted for sexually 

assaulting a 15-year old 

Lincoln County boy.  28-

year old Anthony 

McWhorter gave the boy 

an Xbox and $500 in 

exchange for sex at the 

Plaza Hotel in Wausau.  He 

met the boy online.  He 

pleaded no contest to the 

charge in Marathon County 

Court yesterday.  No 

sentencing date has been 

set yet.   

Five area organization 

benefit from the final year-

end grants of the 

Rhinelander Community 

Foundation.  Nearly $17,000 

was distributed between 

the Rhinelander Area Food 

Panty and their backpack 

program, Northern Alliance 



for Temporary Housing, Tri 

County Council for 

Domestic Abuse, 

Northwoods United Way 

and the Fab Lab in the 

Rhinelander School District.  

Grants ranged from $2800 

to $5600. 

Green Bay Packers 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

and wide receiver Davante 

Adams will represent the 

green and gold in the Pro 

Bowl.  This is Adams' second 

selection and Rodgers’ 

seventh trip to the post 

season game.   

 

 
Mosinee man indicted on 
sex charges News 12/19/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Marathon County 

prosecutors say a Mosinee 

man impersonated a 

federal agent, using two 

federal I-D cards to coerce 

women into having sex with 

him.  They say David 

Bucknell's victims were 

involved in drugs when he 

intimidated them.  Bucknell 

is charged with several 



felonies.  One confidential 

informant said Bucknell 

threatened her, saying if 

she had sex with him she 

couldn't be indicted.  The 

42-year-old man goes on 

trial in February. 

Rusk County prosecutors will 

ask the judge to give a man 

convicted of killing a 

deputy life in prison without 

the possibility of parole.  

Doug Nitek is to be 

sentenced in a Ladysmith 

courtroom this morning.  He 

was convicted of 

murdering Deputy Dan 

Glaze two years ago.  Nitek 

had argued he fired in self 

defense, telling investigators 

he didn't know he was 

shooting at a deputy.  

Prosecutors say Nitek hasn't 

taken responsibility for killing 

Glaze. 

A half-million dollar pledge 

is expected to go toward 

new facilities in the 

Rhinelander School District 



to deal with weather-

shortened sports seasons.  

Dr. Lee Swank pledged the 

largest private donation 

through the Hodag Schools 

Foundation.  The funds are 

earmarked for an indoor 

multipurpose facility.  In a 

statement Swank said it’s 

there so kids in the 

community can utilize a 

year-round space, 

especially during inclement 

weather.  School 

superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

said the gift provides a 

positive and exciting tone 

for the Christmas break and 

near future to hopefully 

gather more support and 

donations.  The school 

board reviews all the 

particulars at their meeting 

next month.   
 

 
Four people hurt in traffic 
accident north of 
Rhinelander News 12/20/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Four people were hurt in a 

traffic crash on Hwy 17 just 

north of Rhinelander.  The 

accident just before noon 

closed the highway to clear 



the scene involving two 

trucks and an SUV.  None of 

the injuries were said to be 

serious. 

 

A number of prominent 

Milwaukee area leaders are 

among the first picks of 

Governor Elect Tony Evers 

for his new cabinet.  Natural 

Resources board member 

Preston Cole, a forester, 

was tabbed as DNR 

Secretary and Discovery 

World CEO Joel Brennan as 

Secretary of Administration.  

Milwaukee Film marketing 

head Sara Meaney will take 

over the Department of 

Tourism, replacing 

Stephanie Klett despite a bi-

partisan effort to keep Klett 

in that position.  Rounding 

out the announcement was 

US Marshall Kevin Carr as 

Secretary of Corrections.  

Lawmakers critical of the 

choices reacted to the big 

city ties with some saying 



these are only picks and 

have to be confirmed first.  

Evers hoped to have the 

rest of his cabinet chosen 

by next week.   

 

Wisconsin Senator Ron 

Johnson hopes president 

Trump will reconsider his 

decision to pull troops out 

of Syria.  The president said 

yesterday we’ve declared 

victory over the Islamic 

State.  That came as 

bombings and sniper 

attacks are increasing in 

that country’s interior, as ISIS 

moves to reestablish itself.  

Johnson said the work is not 

finished there and he and 

other lawmakers are very 

concerned.   The Pentagon 

assessed there are as over 

14,000 ISIS fighters still in 

Syria.  The suggested also 

rattled allies overseas 

who’ve supported the US 

and are still fighting.  
 

 News 12/20/18 1230p,530p 1:30 A 27-year-old man from 



Marathon man to be 
sentenced for shooting 
deaths of two people.  

Marathon County will be 

sentenced in March for 

shooting three people, 

leaving two of them dead.  

Tyler Zimmerman told 

investigators he thought his 

fiancee was cheating on 

him.  The Unity man went to 

her Abbotsford home in 

January and started 

shooting.  Twenty-five-year-

old Duane Hostetler Junior 

and 21-year-old Cierra 

Hardrath were killed.  

Eighteen-year-old Megan 

Dupee was wounded. 

A Watertown woman who 

wanted to run for a state 

Assembly seat will be on 

probation for a year after 

pleading guilty 

Wednesday.  Charisse 

Daniels admitted faking 

about two dozen signatures 

on the nomination papers 

she submitted to the 

Elections Commission.  

Daniels entered the plea 

during an appearance in 



Jefferson County Circuit 

Court.  She had planned to 

run against incumbent 

Republican John Jagler in 

the 37th Assembly District. 

Snowmobile clubs 

maintaining trails agree that 

4-to-6 inches of snow is 

needed before they’ll even 

consider opening trails for 

the season.  With a rapidly 

shrinking base the snow is 

needed to help firm things 

up.  In the meantime clubs 

are flattening swampy 

areas and watching lake 

ice to make sure it’s safe.   

The Wisconsin Policy Forum 

reports state and local 

taxes as a part of personal 

income have dropped to 

levels not seen since 1970.  

Taxes accounted for 10-

and-a-half percent of 

income, down a tenth-of-a-

point.  The figures represent 

a seventh straight year of 

declines.  Analysts say the 

tax burden dropped mostly 



because personal income 

was going up faster than 

taxes were.  Income for 

Wisconsin residents jumped 

by three-point-six percent, 

while local and federal 

taxes were up by a 

combined three percent. 
 

 
Tomahawk man enters plea 
in stabbing incident News 12/21/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Tomahawk man has 
entered a plea of no contest to 
a charge of reckless injury 
after reaching a plea 
agreement with Lincoln 
County prosecutors.  Cody 
Jenson stabbed the victim 11 
times during an argument over 
Jenson's former fiancee and 
the victim's girlfriend.  The 
name of the man who was 
stabbed wasn't released.  He 
said he was stabbed with what 
looked like a hunting knife 
after he knocked out the 
window on Jenson's truck. 

 

The majority leader of the 
Wisconsin Senate says he 
doesn't support the idea of 
taking 180-million dollars from 



the federal government to 
expand Medicaid, but he won't 
rule it out.  Fitzgerald made 
the surprising comment after 
meeting privately with 
Governor-elect Tony Evers 
Thursday.  Taking the money 
would expand coverage to an 
additional 75-thousand 
people.  Thirty-five states are 
taking the federal funding and 
three others saw voters 
approve Medicaid expansion 
in last month's election.  
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 
is a firm opponent. 

 

Depending on which survey 
you accept, the average price 
of a gallon of regular unleaded 
is down 20-to-30 cents in 
Wisconsin, compared to last 
year at this time.  Triple-A puts 
the Wisconsin average at two-
dollars, 18-cents-a-gallon.  For 
a vehicle with a 16-gallon gas 
tank, a savings of nearly five 
dollars for each fill-up is 
possible.  The national 
average is 2-36 for each 



gallon as families leave on 
their Christmas vacations. 

 

 
Gov. Walker says state is in 
best financial situation in a 
generation News 12/21/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Outgoing Wisconsin Governor 
Scott Walker says his 
administration is leaving the 
state in its best financial 
condition in a generation.  The 
2018 Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report shows 
Wisconsin ended the last 
fiscal year with a surplus of 
more than 558-million dollars.  
That allows the state to enter 
the current fiscal year with the 
second-largest opening 
balance over the last 18 
years.  Walker says the 
surplus will help "drive the 
state forward." 
 
The former principal at a 
Stevens Point elementary 
school has submitted his 
resignation after allegations of 
misconduct were made.  Scott 
Huff had only been on the job 
at Jefferson Elementary four 
months when he was put on 
non-disciplinary administrative 
leave with pay.  An 



investigation determined he 
had violated district policies 
and he was informed his 
employment would be 
terminated this month.  He 
claimed he didn't follow 
policies due to a clerical error 
and not being accustomed to 
district procedures on 
seclusion and restraint of 
students. 
 
Police say they believe the 
gas leak that forced two 
restaurants in Monona to 
evacuate last Friday was 
caused intentionally. Police 
officials say they found a 
parking sign pulled out of the 
ground near a damaged gas 
meter. Police say emergency 
personnel were called to the 
restaurant Noodles and 
Company last Friday at 
around 9 P-M after an 
employee of the restaurant 
reported hearing and smelling 
gas coming from a broken gas 
meter. Police say there were 
no surveillance cameras near 
the damaged gas meter and 



they do not have any suspects 
in the case. 
 

 
Police looking for a man in 
Adams Co.  News 12/24/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Police in the Adams County 

community of Rome are 

looking for a man, wanted 

after a high speed chase 

Friday night.  27-year old 

Yukon Tomczak was 

reported to be driving 

erratically on Hwy 13, was 

clocked by officers doing 

83 mph in a 45 zone, then, 

sped off over 100 mph as 

police gave chase.  They 

were able to flatten one of 

his tire before Tomczak lost 

control ending up in the 

ditch by took off on foot.  

He then stole a black 

Chevy Suburban and may 

be in the Wisconsin Rapids 

area.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the Adams County 

Sheriff’s department.   

Mother Nature isn’t giving 

us a white Christmas, or 

enough snow to open trails 



across much of the North.  

Area snowmobile clubs say 

there has to be more than 

five inches to get the trail 

systems ready for use and 

there’s an outside chance 

by the weekend.  In the 

meantime businesses 

dependent on the weather 

are reporting mixed success 

with retail riding the holiday 

high.  The early ice season 

has helped sport and bait 

and tackle shops.  Bars, 

restaurants and resorts that 

depend on the snowmobile 

traffic are seeing declines 

and cancellations.     

Democrat Tony Evers 

upended Governor Scott 

Walker, a teenage girl 

mysteriously disappears and 

the summer of storms were 

the top news stories in the 

state for 2018.   Evers beat 

Walker, who was seeking a 

third term.  13-year old 

Jayme Closs of Barron is still 

missing after her parents 



were found murdered.  And 

severe storms pounded 

much of the state, causing 

widespread flooding. 

 

 
A taste of winter arrives News 12/26/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A taste of winter is finally 

arriving as the National 

Weather Service now has a 

winter weather advisory out 

for Price County until noon 

tomorrow and a Winter 

Storm Watch until 6 

tomorrow night for Vilas.  

The storm will arrive in shifts 

beginning tonight with 

snow, generally 1-2 inches 

south of Hwy 10, 2-4 inches 

north to Hwy 8 and 3-5 

further north.  Periods of 

freezing rain will 

accompany round two 

later tomorrow making 

travel conditions 

treacherous before turning 

back to snow Friday with 

the potential for another 3-

inches.   

The Rhinelander Salvation 

Army got its Christmas wish, 



hitting their $40,000 goal.  

The counting is still going on 

according to coordinator 

Kim Swisher and as of 

Monday the total was 

$40,625.  More than $5400 

was collected on the last 

day of the Red Kettle 

Campaign on Saturday 

and the Wisconsin Public 

Service Foundation 

matched the donations up 

to $2500.   

We’re still not over the hard 

fought battles of the 

November election as the 

next one is coming up 

quickly.  While the spring 

elections don’t come until 

April second of next year, 

there are deadlines for 

candidates over the next 

several days.  Last Friday 

was the date for 

incumbents to file letters of 

non-candidacy while 

January second is the 

deadline for filing 

nomination papers.  The 



April date will feature races 

for Supreme Court, Court of 

Appeals and Circuit Court 

judges in several counties 

along with school board, 

city council and other local 

positions.   

Minocqua hosts the state 

next May for K9 Street 

Survival Training.  Nearly 40 

K9 teams are expected to 

take part. 
 

 
State congressional leaders 
in support of bill signed by 
President Trump News 12/26/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

A criminal justice reform bill 

recently signed into law by 

President Trump received 

near unanimous support 

from Wisconsin’s 

congressional delegation.  

The First Step Act gives 

more discretion to judges 

when sentencing people 

convicted of some federal 

drug crimes. It also boosts 

rehabilitation efforts.  The 

legislation received rare 

support from both 

Democratic and 

Republican members of 

Congress, as well as 



conservative and liberal 

groups that rarely work 

together.  U.S. Senators Ron 

Johnson and Tammy 

Baldwin voted yes, as did six 

members of the state’s 

House delegation.  

Former six term state 

senator and broadcaster 

Walter John Chilsen passed 

away Christmas Day.  He 

was 95.  He began is 

broadcast career in Merrill 

before becoming Channel 

7’s first news director and 

anchor in 1954.  He was 

inducted into the Wisconsin 

Broadcasting Hall of Fame 

in 2005.  Chilsen was 

elected to the Senate in 

1966 and served the 29th 

district until 1990.  He also 

served on the Weston Town 

Board for 17 years. 

 

A home which burned in 

Delavan Christmas Day is 

the residence of an arson 



suspect.  Twenty-nine-year-

old Daniel Zitella is charged 

with five counts of arson 

and had been released on 

bond December 19th.  Six 

days later his house was on 

fire.  Authorities who have 

interviewed Zitella say he 

apparently has mental 

health issues.  Although 

police haven’t said how 

Tuesday’s fire was started, 

witnesses say they did take 

a man away from the 

location in a squad car. 

 

Winter weather advisories 

are in effect from midnight 

to noon tomorrow with up 

to five inches of snow 

expected.   

 

 
Winter like weather 
continues for the area News 12/27/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Moderate to heavy snow 

will continue this morning 

before mixing with and 

changing to freezing drizzle 

and light rain as warmer air 

comes in.  Roads are snow-



covered and slippery with 

more snow returning tonight 

and tomorrow.  Winter 

Weather Advisories are in 

effect for the north half of 

the state through noon 

today.  Around five inches is 

expected north of Hwy 8. 

Authorities in Lincoln County 

are looking into a burglary 

early Christmas morning in 

Gleason.  Z’s Fork Horners 

Bar and Grill on Hwy X in 

Gleason was entered by a 

man, caught on video 

wearing a mask and 

carrying large wire cutters 

and a crowbar.  An alarm 

in the building scared him 

off but not before taking an 

undetermined amount of 

cash.   

The Voight Intertribal Task 

Force approved a 

Wisconsin tribal 

management area to 

prevent the spread of 

chronic wasting disease in 

deer for parts of Langlade, 



Lincoln and Oneida 

Counties.  Tribal members 

are restricted to transport, 

dispose of or register deer in 

these areas.   

Fire yesterday morning 

leveled a barn in Shawano 

County, killing more than 40 

animals.  The Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

blaze around 4am in the 

Town of Red Spring.  The 

cause is unknown. 

Reports out of Green Bay 

show to former coaches 

with the Indianapolis Colts 

have interviewed for the 

open job with the Packers.  

Jim Caldwell led Colts to a 

Superbowl in 2010.  He also 

coached the Detroit Lions 

until last year, taking them 

to the playoffs twice.  

Chuck Pagano replaced 

Caldwell in Indianapolis in 

2012 and the next three 

years the team made the 

playoffs.   
 

 News 12/27/18 1230p,530p 1:30 The flight crew on a Med 



Medical flight crew targeted Flight medical helicopter 

says it was targeted during 

a Tuesday night run.  The 

Columbia County Sheriff's 

Department is trying to find 

out who aimed a laser 

pointer at the chopper at 

about 5:00 P-M.  The flight 

crew says it tried to circle 

there area and the laser 

beam followed their flight 

path.  The helicopter 

landed at Chandler Park in 

the Village of Pardeeville.  

The seriously-injured 17-

year-old patient was taken 

to the hospital by 

ambulance.  The pilot's 

eyes were checked out 

and he is okay. 

The state of Wisconsin is 

warning people about a 

possible damaging insect 

hiding on your wreaths and 

other holiday greenery.  The 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection says a parasitic 

insect called the elongate 



hemlock scale can spread 

from evergreen to 

evergreen.  It has been 

found in holiday materials 

which came to Wisconsin 

from North Carolina.  The 

parasite could pose a 

danger to the state's 

Christmas tree industry.  

State officials say you 

should burn your greenery. 

Last week Governor-Elect 

Tony Evers began 

appointing cabinet and 

committee members for his 

new administration and 

among them, Dee Allen of 

Lac du Flambeau.   She’ll 

join 24 others on the 

Agriculture, Energy and 

Natural Resources Policy 

Advisory Council, whose 

goal is to identify strategies 

to protect the resources, 

strengthen agricultural 

industries and work toward 

clean energy innovation.  

Allen says it’s her 

responsibility to preset the 



Tribe’s issues. 

 

Wisconsin’s defense fell 

apart this year while Miami 

could never get its offense 

on track, as the two meet in 

the PinStripe Bowl in NYC 

this afternoon. 
 
 

 
Fire destroyed a Langlade 
Co. home yesterday News 12/31/18 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Fire early yesterday morning 

destroyed a Langlade 

County home and claimed 

a life.  Firefighters found a 

body in the home on Hwy Z 

in Elcho shortly before 5:30.  

The name hasn’t been 

released and the cause of 

the blaze is still unknown.  

Another fire, this one 

Saturday night around 7:00 

heavily damaged a Three 

Lakes home on Leatzow 

Road.  Occupants were 

able to get out safely.   

Another winter storm may 

make travel difficult on this 

New Year’s Eve.  3-to-5 

inches is expected over the 

Fox Valley and lakeshore 



areas.  Lighter amounts are 

expected across the North 

but sufficient enough to 

impact travel.  Vilas County 

could see about 3”.   

Spectators and jumpers 

packed the Thirsty Whale in 

Minocqua Saturday for the 

12th annual Chill Out, 

sponsored in part by this 

NRG Media station, to 

benefit the Children’s 

Miracle Network.  Plunging 

into the frozen waters of 

Lake Minocqua, jumpers 

raised nearly $23,000 for the 

charity.  

Most of the North’s 

snowmobile trails opened 

over the weekend but riders 

are advised most of them 

are in poor to fair condition.  

The recent snow totals were 

less than predicted and 

with the accompanying 

rains, many spots are icy.  

Most of the lakes are now 

marked but again safety is 

key with glare ice and thin 



spots where there’s moving 

water.   

The final game of the 

season ended on a sour 

note for the Packers, 

getting shut out at home by 

the Detroit Lions 31-0.  The 

last time that happened 

was 1973.  Quarterback 

Aaron Rodgers sustained a 

concussion and was out for 

most of the game. 
 

 
Education and health care at 
the top of the list for state 
lawmakers in the new year. News 12/31/18 1230p,530p 1:30 

Education and health care 

will be atop the agenda in 

many state capitols as 

lawmakers convene for the 

2019 sessions.  Public 

schools could be a top 

issue in at least a third of 

the states as lawmakers 

wrestle with how to boost 

salaries for teachers or 

funding for school districts.  

Some states also will be 

considering whether to 

expand government-

funded health coverage to 

more people. That comes 

after Democrats put a 



sizable dent in Republican 

statehouse dominance 

during the November 

elections.  Other top issues 

include whether to legalize 

sports gambling and 

recreational marijuana for 

adults and whether to 

make changes to state 

income and sales taxes in 

response to recent federal 

laws and court rulings. 

Authorities in the Central 

European nation of 

Slovenia say human 

remains found near a 

popular hiking place have 

been confirmed as those of 

a missing man from 

Wisconsin.  Identification 

tests established the death 

of 25-year-old Jonathan 

Luskin, reported missing July 

25th.  The body was found 

last weekend.  

Two fishermen were 

rescued from the Bay of 

Green Bay early yesterday 



morning after being caught 

when ice broke away.  

Brown county deputies 

were called around 1:30 to 

Volk's Landing. Sheriff's 

officials say the fishermen 

were on a chunk of ice 

about 300 yards from the 

landing and drifting farther 

away. Sheriff's officials say 

they sent out their air boat 

for rescue. They reached 

the men, who had drifted 

another mile-and-a-half 

away. Deputies say the 

men, who are from Illinois, 

were returned safely to 

shore. Their names were not 

released. 
 

 

 


