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Section I-Issues

The stations have identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter:

1. Local Economy
The Wichita Falls economy experienced a downturn as a result of businesses being forced to 
shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

2. Unemployment
The COVID-19 pandemic brought more unemployment claims then we have ever seen.  Pamlico 
Air expanded into Wichita Falls, bringing more than 100 jobs to the area. The company, which is 
located in the old Stanley Tools building, produces air filters.

3. Education in a Pandemic
Wichita Falls schools returned to session on August 20.  Students were given the option of 
returning to class or attending classes virtually with the majority electing to return to school.                                                  

4. Panda Biotech expands to Wichita Falls
Dallas-based industrial Panda Biotech has chosen Wichita Falls to be the home of one of the 
largest and most state-of-the-art hemp facilities. The company contracted the former home of 
General Motors’ Delphi assembly plant on I-44. Panda Biotech is expected to be partially 
operational in early 2021, with full operations commencing in the first quarter of 2022.

5. Education in Politics
A $290 million school bond will be on the ballot in the upcoming November election. If 
approved, the bond will build two larger high schools to replace the three currently being used 
by the WFISD: Wichita Falls High School, Rider High School and Hirschi High School.



Section II-Responsive Programming

The Voice of Wichita Falls is a half-hour, locally produced program designed to highlight the economic, 
business, education and civic issues important to our community

The Voice of Wichita Falls airs on Saturdays at 12:00 p.m. on KWFS AM 
and on Sundays at 8:00 a.m. on KBZS, 8:30 a.m. on KWFS-AM, 10:00 a.m. on KNIN, and 11:00 a.m. on KWFS

Date Issue Discussed Narrative

7/4
&

7/5

Local Economy, Unemployment Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss Wichita 
Falls becoming a finalist for new industrial hemp 
production facility, the latest unemployment figures 
for Wichita Falls, businesses shut down during the 
pandemic and how things are recovering locally.

7/11
&

7/12

Local Economy, Unemployment, 
Education 

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about the 
continued impact of COVID-19 on businesses and the 
potential impact on schools in the fall/winter, the 
Wichita Falls City Council’s approval of 4A funds for 
industrial hemp processor Panda Biotech and an 
update on Pamlico Air jobs and production.

7/18
&

7/19

Unemployment, Local Economy Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss the 
expansion of Pamlico Air and the fact that new 
businesses are calling Wichita Falls home, in spite of 
the pandemic.

7/25
&

7/26

State Mandates, Local Economy, 
Education 

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about the 
effects of the governor’s forced closure of bars and 
clubs in Texas, how the Wichita Falls economy is really 
doing during the pandemic and the fact that schools 
will be back in session in August, both virtually and in 
person.

8/1
&

8/2

Education, Local Economy Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss school 
being back in session for the WFISD, but discuss 
whether or not the bond proposal will be on the 



November ballot. They also talk about the Wichita 
Falls economy, where we are currently and where are 
we headed for the second half of 2020.

8/8
&

8/9

Education, Local Economy, Politics Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss how 
Wichita Falls is the leading candidate for a new 
industrial hemp processing facility and the fact that 
the final announcement could be coming within a 
couple of weeks. The also talk about MSU taking 
another big step in the process of becoming part of 
the Texas Tech system, the plan for reopening schools 
in Wichita Falls soon, whether or not the Wichita Falls 
ISD move forward with a bond election in November 
and several positions on the Wichita Falls City Council 
that will be on the ballot. 

8/15
&

8/16

Back to school, the school bond 
vote, sales tax revenue and a new 
business update

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss schools 
opening back up, whether or not the school bond 
vote will be on the November ballot, sales tax 
revenue numbers and give updates on Panda Biotech 
and Clayton Homes coming to Wichita Falls.

8/22
&

8/23

Education, Politics, Local Economy Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about 
upcoming local elections: Wichita Falls has 4 
challenged races on the city council, including 2 
challengers for incumbent mayor Stephen Santellana. 
They also provide an update on the Clayton Homes 
project and give details on the WFISD’s $290 million 
bond issue on the November 3rd ballot.

8/29
&

8/30

State Mandates, Politics Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss the City 
of Wichita Falls moving forward with the Lake 
Ringgold project with stiff opposition, the fact that 
Election Day is a little more than two months away 
and the ballot in Wichita Falls will be a full one. They 
also discuss Governor Abbott issuing another order 
regarding bars in the state, and everyone is still 
confused.



9/5
&

9/6

Politics, Unemployment, Economy Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about 4 
challenged races on the Wichita Falls city council in 
the upcoming election, plus the WFISD bond issues. 
They also discuss Panda Biotech announcing its 
expansion into Wichita Falls and a new WF Chamber 
program called The Circuit.

9/12
&

9/13

Local Economy, 2020 Census, 
Unemployment

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss how 
businesses are slowly bouncing back on the heels of 
the pandemic, the Census count running late due to 
the pandemic, how the local workforce will be 
impacted by the arrival of Panda Biotech in 2021 and 
the fact that the new MPEC hotel is still on.

9/19
&

9/20

Local Economy, Education Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss a new 
business prospect that has Wichita Falls on their list of 
possible relocation sites, the process and need for 4A 
budgeting, the WFISD school bond election and why 
we should do this now.

9/26
&

9/27

COVID-19, Politics, Education Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about 
more changes to the governor’s COVID orders, the 
Chamber officially getting behind the WFISD bond 
proposal on the November ballot and a Kansas 
business man and a mayoral candidate who want to 
change how the MPEC is managed.


