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The licensee of station, WDTV, has determined that the issues listed here
were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have
aired the following programs to address those issues, during the first quarter,

dated January 1, 2016 through March 31, 2016.

Issue #1:  Uproar in Fairmont Over Tobacco Ban

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 4/13 and 4/14, 6/30

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 
Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each on all dates indicated 
above.

Story: 

Some of you think tobacco use in parks should be allowed, especially since 
you're already outside.

Officials with the City of Fairmont disagree, and have a ban in place for 
tobacco use in city parks.

This has been a topic of discussion between the city and county health 
department. After talking to the city manager, he said this ban should go into 
effect come the next few weeks, but some of you out there are upset.

"Not having a designated smoking area, like if they had an off set somewhere
with the butt trays and things so that people weren't littering," said Marie 
Fischer. "I'm not for flicking your butts wherever."

"Our parks are to promote health and wellness and recreation and cigarettes 
and tobacco products are not necessarily a good component to health and 
wellness for all of us," said City Manager Robin Gomez.

"We're hoping people understand the reasoning behind it, again the health 
component, the keeping kids and minors away from tobacco products," 



Gomez said. "And there will be some people who will not be happy, but we 
know that the majority of the people will comply."

Gomez also told 5 News other cities in the area already have the ban in place.
He told us this is on tobacco products such as cigarettes, cigars, vaping 
products, and chewing tobacco. Although he sees this as a way to make 
Fairmont a healthier place, he does understand it might make some people 
upset.

There are some of you out there who understand both sides of it.

"It's good because the kids don't need to inhale the smoke obviously," said 
Addie Barber.

"Kids shouldn't be inhaling that because it's really bad for them," said 
Chandler Gardi. "But I also don't agree that they should be left alone so 
someone can walk off the premises to smoke."

Note: this story resurfaced in the community at the end of June due to loud 
concerns over the vaping portion of this policy. 5 News covered this renewed 
controversy at the end of the reporting quarter.

Issue #2:  Cicadas in WV

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 4/20-4/22, 5/23-5/24

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 
Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each, each day in the date 
range indicated above.

Story:

They don't appear all that often, but a rare insect made its presence very well 
known this reporting quarter in the northern part of the Mountain State.



Before the cicadas emerged, we educated viewers on the subject. For 
example, the cicadas come out every 17 years.

"Some parts of the country they come out in sort of every year," said Dr. 
Rachel Mohr from WVU. "Every year, there's somewhere cicadas coming 
out. They are kind of ugly, but they're really harmless. They can't bite you, 
they can't sting you. Yeah, they kind of have those creepy bulgy eyes."

There has been a lot of talk about these bugs, but mainly because of how rare 
they are.

"It emerges, sheds its skin, so it forms the adult that has those big old wings,"
Dr. Mohr said. "Calls for a mate, feeds a little on the outside of the tree, lays 
eggs, and the cycle starts all over again."

We also spoke to a pest control expert to find out where people might see 
these bugs.

"They're actually coming out to reproduce and then back into the ground and 
then they die," said George Leonard from Dodson Pest Control. "Typically 
we'll find them in trees because they'll be able to hide in the leaves to stay 
away from the predators, more so than on a house."

Issue #3: Severe Weather Hits Grafton Area

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 4/29-5/1

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 
Midday shows for approximately 1-3 minutes each.

Story:

One late April night, severe storms made their way through our area, but one 
place got hit harder than most: Grafton.



"Our roof, down in front the siding, his (my husband's) truck is probably 
totaled, it broke the windshield, it's like someone took a hammer and beat it," 
said Linda Moran who lives in Grafton.

As she said, car windows shattered, holes in roofs and houses all because of 
the storm. It may have only lasted a short time, but it left quite the mark.

The weather brought hail the size of golf balls and baseballs and folks we 
spoke to said they've never seen anything like it.

"My good neighbor over there, 100 or some years old, she has never seen it," 
said Pete Moran also a resident of Grafton.

But, while it's put dents in roofs and cars, it's also going put a dent some folks
wallets.

"My roof, windows, my car, all dents in it, broken back window of my boy's 
car and his windshield and my windshield," said Charles Hall another 
resident of Grafton. "I just have to try and get the money the best I can. I'm 
on disability, only get a little bit a month (to) pay my bills. Good thing it 
didn't break my new door." 

Issue #4: Water & Lead Concerns

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 1/20-1/26

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 
Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each.

Story:

For three weeks throughout the month of May this reporting quarter, 5 News 
examined the issue of lead and how it is reportedly being found in many 
water sources throughout the country (and even some of our area).



One of the big reasons for the concern is because you can't see the lead. If 
you can't see it, you don't know how much lead is potentially in the water. 
Health officials told 5 News they worry about side effects, especially in 
children, because they aren't always temporary symptoms.

David Sago, the utility manager for the City of Fairmont, says the issue 
doesn't start at the plant, but most likely, it starts right in your own plumbing.

"Lead leaches out of the lead that's in the pipes or in the solder that puts the 
pipes together," said David Sago, the utility manager for the City of 
Fairmont. "If the proper anti-corrosive material is not used, it has free 
exposure to the water."

Sago also said these are problems that are likely found in older homes and 
buildings, especially because of the type of plumbing that used to be used.

"Test for lead and copper every three years," Sago said. "And we have a 
certain protocol that we have to go by, and we have a certain sampling 
system that we go by and that's all predicated by our state regulators and our 
federal regulators. We've got almost all of any type of lead concentration that 
would be involved in the meter out of our system."

We also spoke to Lloyd White from the Marion County Health Department 
all about this. He says this is an issue they like to take care of before it 
becomes a bigger problem.

"We're concerned about developmental delays," White said. "Lower IQ's, 
maybe smaller body size, those types of stuff that have long-lasting, 
impacting detriments on their health."

White also said there are some ways to limit the exposure, and it starts with 
being proactive.

"If we don't know it's there and we still consume the water that had lead in it, 
for children, we're looking at lower IQ's and developmental delays," White 
said. "And ultimately, in rare cases, can lead to death. So this is why we need 



to make sure we monitor that to see if in fact we can reduce that. Cramping, 
irritability, fatigue, when we see those things, again after we've ruled out 
other causes, we may then look at testing for water for the lead content."


