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The licensee of station, WDTV-TV, has determined that the issues listed here 

were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have 

aired the following programs to address those issues, during the first quarter, 

dated April 1, 2013 through June 30, 2013. 

 

 

 

Issue #1: Skylar Neese Murder 

 
Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 5/5-5/19 (every day), 5/22, 5/25, 5/28, 6/1-6/6, 6/10, 

6/14, 6/18, 6/19, 6/24-6/26. 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows on specified dates for approximately 1 minute 

each, sometimes minutes longer (depending on nature of event). 

 

It was announced on May 5
th

 that a teenager had admitted to killing and 

moving the body of Star City teenager Skylar Neese.  This created a huge 

uproar, and has been one of the most closely followed cases in our region 

over the last decade.  CNN and FOX News crews have even interviewed her 

father, Dave Neese, and sent crews here to investigate the case.  We have also 

talked to Mr. Neese numerous times, culminating in a five minute interview 

the last week of June, days before our competition in this market performed a 

similar interview.  

 

 

 

Issue #2: Meth Lab Epidemic 

 
Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: Every week throughout the 2

nd
 quarter, at least one 

meth lab arrest or bust story aired. Sometimes 2-3 times a week.  Also did 

several stories in April (4/20 and 4/21) investigating the meth lab epidemic in 

our area (focusing in Barbour County), and two dates in May (5/22 and 5/29) 

focusing on the meth lab problem in Lewis County. 

 

Appeared on 5 News shows for approximately 2 minutes each date.  

 



 

Issue #3: Gay Marriage Clash 

 
Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 5/12, 5/19, 5/26. 

 

Appeared on 5 News shows for approximately 1-3 minutes each, depending 

on segment type. 

 

The month of June was dominated by expectations that the U.S. Supreme 

Court would make a ruling on the constitutionality of gay marriage.  This 

wasn't just a national issue; it was an issue that grabbed the attention of every 

West Virginian.  No matter who you talked to, they had an opinion on what 

the right decision would be, and the status of gay marriage was.  In the weeks 

leading up to the decision, we analyzed what the issues really were, and what 

experts predicted the verdict would be.  On the 26
th

 of June, we alerted 

viewers what the decision ended up being, and what it meant for the people 

of our state.  We also got reactions from people of all walks of life and 

beliefs. 

 

 

Issue #4: Municipal Election Coverage / Issues 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 6/3-6-5, 6/10-6/12 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows for approximately 3-4 minutes each, or up to 

15 minutes on actual election nights (for read-offs of results) 

 

Municipal elections are an event that some stations ignore because of the 

typically low voter turnouts when the elections involve municipalities only.  

However, there were several local races that were of interest to our viewers, 

and we alerted them why they should care, and how the results could affect 

them.  Some of the elections were on June 4
th

, and the majority of them 

(more than 100 municipalities) were held on June 11
th

.  We provided live 

coverage and results both nights, and followed up on the surprises/upsets that 

occurred on those two nights. 

 


