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The licensee of station, WDTV, has determined that the issues listed here
were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have

aired the following programs to address those issues, during the fourth
quarter, dated October 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015.

Issue #1:  Morgantown Police-Involved Shooting

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 11/5-11/12 (every day).

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 
minutes each on all dates indicated above.

Story: 

5 News was live in downtown Morgantown when we broke the story of a 
man getting shot and killed in an apparent act of self-defense by a police 
officer.

5 News was live all night from the scene with updates. In the week after, 5 
News got community reaction to what happened, examined the issue of 
safety for people in the community and for the officers who patrol it, and 
daily updates from the investigation.

The shooting has been ruled an act of self defense by the officer. He was put 
on paid leave during the investigation, and was reinstated once he was 
cleared by the investigators.

Issue #2:  Bridgeport & Clarksburg Sales Tax Increases

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/29-10/31, 11/14-11/23, 12/15-12/16

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 
minutes each, each day in the date range indicated above.



Story:

During 4th quarter 2015, sales tax increase proposals were made 
(controversially) by city council members for Clarksburg and Bridgeport.

As anticipated, both of these proposals generated immediate (and wide-
ranging) community input. Many were furious, saying it's not affordable, and 
punishes people who live outside of those cities. Others said they were 
needed help sustain the local economy or make certain community projects 
possible.

Clarksburg Council passes its one percent increase, and it will go into effect 
July 1st. Bridgeport Council has requested the state tax department to allow 
the city to imposte the one percent increase.

Issue #3: State BOE Repeals Common Core

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 11/13-11/17, 12/16-12/19

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 1-3 
minutes each.

Story:

The state BOE caused quite the uproar over education when it announced its 
intentions in November to repeal Common Core.

5 News was first digitally with news about the potential repeal. We did 
stories explaining why they were looking at repealing it, and what It would 
mean for our children. 5 News continued our coverage in December by 
sending a reporter to Charleston for the actual vote to repeal. As expected, the
vote passed, and Common Core has been replaced with “West Virginia 
College and Career Readiness Standards”.



Issue #4: Mon Power Rate Increase

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 12/23-12/25

5 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes 
each.

Story:

Mon Power officials caused quite the uproar all over the Mountain State in 
the two days leading up to the Christmas holiday when they announced what 
many labeled as a “significant” rate hike for their customers in West Virginia.

Mon Power and Potomac Edison said Wednesday in a news release that the 
rate increases will add about $9 to the monthly bill of a typical residential 
customer using 1,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity. 

5 News talked to many customers who were irate over the news to give them 
a place to vent their opinions. We also asked customers if they thought better 
service quality/less outages made it worth the increase (if service quality is 
indeed improved because of the rate hike).

We also talked to Mon Power officials to give them a chance to explain why 
the hike is necessary, and to provide a breakdown of where the extra money 
will go.

The new rates are effective January 1, 2016.


