
Issues/Programs Report

Third Quarter 2015

Main Focuses:

President Obama and the VFW, Buckhannon RV Issues,

Pepperoni Roll Saga, & PBHS Hostage Situation

Prepared by:

Nate Smail

News Director

WDTV

10/01/15



The licensee of station, WDTV, has determined that the issues listed here

were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have

aired the following programs to address those issues, during the fourth

quarter, dated July 1, 2015 through September 30, 2015.

Issue #1:  President Obama and the VFW

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 7/22-7/25 (every day).

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 

minutes each on all dates indicated above.

Story: 

5 News was live in Pittsburgh all day long on July 22nd for President Obama's

visit to the national VFW convention. 

5 News reported live from the scene all day. We analyzed his speech to the 

VFW using political experts, and we talked to many of the veterans there in 

Pittsburgh to get their reactions to the issues Obama addressed in his speech.

In the days after, 5 News organized a veteran roundtable in Fairmont as Nate 

Smail asked local veterans for their commentary on the major issues facing 

our veterans today. They commented on Obama's speech, and shared their 

ideas for how to make life better for veterans in West Virginia.

Issue #2:  Buckhannon RV Issues

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 7/29-7/30, 9/24

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 

minutes each, each day in the date range indicated above.



Story:

Popping up and parking everywhere, RV's and mobile homes have become a 

part of Buckhannon's landscape. But some residents aren't very happy about 

this.

The city of Buckhannon is looking more closely at its ordinances involving 

RV's and mobile homes. One mobile park has expanded due to an influx of 

pipeline workers, but a neighbor has complained about the view.

We talked to several neighbors and concerned RV owners. We also talked to 

city council members and other local officials to get a comprehensive, two-

sided look at this very complex issue that has many around Buckhannon on 

edge.

5 News continues to monitor this situation and will provide updates when 

decisions are made.

Issue #3: Pepperoni Roll Saga

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 7/28-7/30, 8/18-8/19

5 PM, 6 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 1-3 

minutes each.

Story:

Many in north central West Virginia were shocked (even outraged) when 

Sheetz notified Rogers & Mazza's Bakery in Harrison County, they were no 

longer going to use them as a pepperoni roll supplier for 117 stores 

throughout Pennsylvania and the Mountain State.

5 News talked to the bakery's owner. We talked to locals to let then vent their 

frustration about the situation. We talked to Sheetz to let them give their side.



The situation was resolved in August when Sheetz decided to use Home 

Industries Bakery as their West Virginia pepperoni roll supplier. Once again, 

5 News carried the announcement, and spoke to all parties mentioned before 

to get their reactions.

Issue #4: PBHS Hostage Situation

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 8/25-8/28, 9/2, 9/14

5 PM, 11 PM, Daybreak, and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes 

each.

Story:

On 8/25, what many thought “would never happen” in our area happened: a 

student took a classroom hostage. The place? Philip Barbour High School.

5 News was first on the air, and on the web, with news of the hostage 

situation. We stayed live from the scene all afternoon long, with updates as 

they came in to the 5 Newsroom.

We had in-depth coverage, including interviews with investigators, 

community members, parents, and Barbour BOE officials.

5 News continues to cover this story any time there is an update on the 

criminal case surrounding the incident, and anytime someone involved in the 

incident comes forward to speak to us and share their 

viewpoints/recollections.


