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The licensee of station, WDTV-TV, has determined that the issues listed here 

were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have 

aired the following programs to address those issues, during the fourth 

quarter, dated October 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013. 

 

Issue #1: Government Shutdown 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/1-10/16, 10/18/, 10/20, 10/28 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows on specified dates. 

 

Our federal government shut down at the end of September, and the situation 

wasn't resolved for several weeks. So, every day in that time period, we 

showed viewers who locally had been told to stay home from work because 

of the shutdown, and we also examined key areas (like mine safety, farming, 

and unemployment) were being negatively affected because of the inability to 

compromise in DC. In the weeks after, we examined which areas were 

feeling the most after-effects of the shutdown. 

 

 

Issue #2: Obamacare Website Debacle 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/1-12/24, 12/26-12/30 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows for approximately 1-2 minutes on each date.  

 

In short, when the Obamacare website launched October 1
st
, it was a disaster. 

Almost no one could log on. Millions of Americans took to social media (and 

news stations) to express their displeasure with the numerous bugs the site 

launched with. The site only began to run smoothly in December. Deadlines 

had to be pushed back, businesses had to deal with changes to policies, and 

generally, just about no one was satisfied. 5 News covered this ongoing story 

every day during this quarter, with the exception of a few days around 

Christmastime. 

 

 



Issue #3: Randolph County Train Accident 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/11-10/25, 11/11, 12/11 

 

On October 11
th

, a train accident in Randolph County took the life of one 

person, and injured dozens of train riders.  For two weeks straight, every 

single day, we covered the investigation into this tragic story, and we talked 

to people closely involved with the notorious train ride as well. We also 

reminded people about the lack of progress in the investigation into the wreck 

on the one month and two month anniversaries. 

 

 

Issue #4: Skylar Neese Murder Case 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/8, 10/18, 10/24, 11/5, 11/6, 11/18 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows for approximately 1-2 minutes each. 

 

The Skylar Neese Saga continued for the third straight quarter. This time, the 

trial for the second teenager charged in the case was pushed back until early 

2014.  Coverage of this story will pick back up as the trial approaches in 

quarter one 2014.  

 

 

Issue #5: Miner Safety/Long-Term Health 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 10/31, 11/7, 11/14 

 

Appeared on all 5 News shows for approximately 3 minutes each. 

 

For our November sweeps period, 5 News examined a number of issues that 

affect our viewers and their daily lives.  The topic that our audiences 

responded to the most – mining, and it's long term effects on workers' health). 

We talked to a family who lost their loved ones to black lung.  We also talked 

to mining officials about the improvements made in mine safety, and 

reducing long-term health effects. 


