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The licensee of station, WDTV, has determined that the issues listed here

were of importance to the community during the past three months, and have

aired the following programs to address those issues, during the first quarter,

dated July 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016.

Issue #1:  Morgantown Murder and Crime: Residents Concerned

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 8/26-8/30, 9/7-9/9 (each day in periods indicated)

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 

Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each on all dates indicated 

above.

Story: 

A shooting on 8/26 in downtown Morgantown on a busy college street put 

fear into the hearts of many students, as well as the people who live and work

in the University City.

5 News was there first the night of the shooting, with continued updates 

throughout the night and into the early morning hours of the next day.

5 News was the only television outlet there when the suspect in the murder 

made his first court appearance the next day.

The next few days after that, 5 News talked to the community, business 

leaders, school officials, and police about the escalating crime and violence 

situation at WVU. 

We asked what is behind the surge in violent crime, what could/should be 

done to curb the problem, and if situations like this could scare students and 

residents away from Morgantown.

In September, a shooting as well as several armed robberies instigated similar

conversations in the community.



Issue #2:  New Kind of Heroin Invades Harrison County

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 9/8-9/9, 9/12-9/16

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 

Midday shows for approximately 1-2 minutes each, each day in the date 

range indicated above.

Story:

Over an eighteen hour period, four people throughout Harrison County 

overdosed on heroin, and field testing snows the narcotics that were taken 

were laced with fentanyl.

While no one died the patients needed to be revived. 

Fentanyl is not only dangerous to those who use it, but for first responders or 

anyone who touches it. Officials say the powder, if breathed in or even 

touched, could be deadly.

Officers also say that if someone dies from this it will be treated as a murder 

case.

The next week or so after the case was announced, more than a dozen people 

(in all) were arrested on suspicions of potential connections to the dealing 

(and possession) of the fentanyl-laced heroin. 5 News covered each arrest, 

and did several stories about the community reaction to such a dangerous 

(and new) drug being present in their towns.



Issue #3: Dangerous Clowns

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 9/19, 9/29-9/30

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 

Midday shows for approximately 1-3 minutes each.

Story:

Creepy clown sightings are popping up throughout our viewing area.

Morgantown is where most people are seeing creepy clowns standing on the 

side of the road or coming out of the woods.

A deputy chief with the Monongalia County Sheriff's Department said they 

have gotten reports and urged anyone who sees suspicious activity with these 

clowns to call 911.

Morgantown isn't alone though – Marion County Sheriff's deputies arrested a 

man after he supposedly chased some children while wearing a clown mask 

and carrying a baseball bat. 

The four children ranged in age from 6 to 11 years old.

In Randolph County, two juveniles had to be arrested after they supposedly 

dressed as clowns and interfered with traffic.

Issue #4: Campaign/November Election Coverage

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 7/1-9/30 (every day in 3rd quarter 2016)

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, and 

Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each.



Story:

The campaign for the United States presidency as well as who will become 

West Virginia's next governor has been daily news in the 3rd quarter reporting 

period.

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton attack each other almost daily, and 

campaign events throughout the country have been covered thoroughly on the

WDTV airwaves as well as our website, www.wdtv.com.

Scandals involving taxes paid/unpaid as well as comments made about 

veterans/PTSD victims have made some locals upset (Trump), and WDTV 

has talked to them to get their opinions out to the rest of the viewing public.

A continuing scandal involving emails when Clinton was Secretary of State 

continues to cause controversy locally, as well as her stance on the coal 

industry. 5 News has talked to miners, their families, energy officials, as well 

as environmental groups about Clinton's energy plan. 5 News has also talked 

to political and legal experts for their take on the email scandal.

In the race for governor, Jim Justice and Bill Cole continue to duke it out. 5 

News has been there for Justice and Cole appearances in our DMA and asked

them for their stances on key issues that matter to our viewers.

5 News will continue to cover daily updates from the campaign trail (and 

election night coverage) into the 4th reporting quarter of 2016.


