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The licensee of station, WDTV, has determined that the issues listed 
here were of importance to the community during the past three months, 

and have aired the following programs to address those issues, during 
the first quarter, dated January 1, 2017 through March 31, 2017. 

 

Issue #1: Miner Benefits Crisis 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired 1/4-1/5, 3/1-3/2, 3/22-3/23 

 

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, 
and Midday shows for approximately 2 minutes each on all dates 
indicated above. 

 

Story:  

Over 22,000 retired miners have received letters informing them their 
benefits will be cut by the end of April 2017. 

5 News talked to miners, their families, and the UMWA about the 
situation, and how it would affect everyone involved. 

5 News also spoke to legislators at the state and national level to find out 
what’s being done to prevent this from happening. 

As of end of 1
st
 quarter 2017, a resolution has not been passed in 

Washington, DC. We have reported to our viewers that legislators are 
hopeful that a fix can be reached in time by the time the benefits would 
expire, and we will continue to update our audience in the 2

nd
 quarter 

reporting period. 

 



Issue #2: Obamacare Repeal/Replace Effort 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 1/12-1/13, 3/1-3/31 (every day)  

 

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, 
and Midday shows for approximately 2-3 minutes each, each day in the 
date range indicated above. 

 

Story: 

One of the biggest stories no matter where you live this quarter – 
healthcare. More specifically, the effort under the Trump administration 
and the GOP to repeal and replace Obamacare. 

Throughout the 1
st
 quarter, 5 News examined the issue from both sides. 

We talked to families who couldn’t get insurance coverage due to pre-
existing conditions or other issues before Obamacare was introduced, 
and were terrified they would lose healthcare or other benefits under the 
GOP plan. 

5 News also spoke with small business owners who were scared that 
layoffs would be necessary if Obamacare stays due to the large costs 
associated with it.  

During the month of March, repeal/replace was in the news every day 
leading up to the day in late March when the GOP had to pull their plan 
for a vote and (at least temporarily) shelve it due to lack of support. 

 

 

 



Issue #3: WV Budget: Education Cuts 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 1/26-1/27, 2/1-2/2, 2/14-2/17, 3/1-3/2, 3/14-3/16, 
3/28-3/29 

 

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, 
and Midday shows for approximately 2 minutes each day (per show). 

 

Story: 

Another political story has been the talk of our viewing area throughout 
first quarter 2017. This time, it’s all about the West Virginia budget 
(which has to bridge a $500 million gap during the legislative session 
this year) and the many implications the crisis could have on education. 

Basically, local parents are already concerned about our state’s poor 
rankings when it comes to education. Educators are fretting because they 
say teachers aren’t paid enough in WV, and that budgets are already 
tighter than they should be (especially if people expect more from 
education in WV, not less). 

Legislators are speaking out because many of them feel that all 
departments need to make sacrifices/accept cuts so they can get a 
balanced budget passed. 

What kind of effects would cuts have on childrens’ education in WV? 
Would the arts (music, language, theatre, etc) be first to go? What about 
free/reduced meals for underprivileged children? 

5 News continues to monitor the situation and we will update our 
viewers about decisions made as the yearly legislative session wraps up 
in the second quarter. 



Issue #4: Consumer Alerts (5 News February Sweeps) 

 

Date(s)/Time(s) Aired: 2/7-2/9, 2/14-2/16, 2/21-2/23, 2/28, 3/2 

 

WHEN: First at 5, 5 News at 5:30, 5 News at 6, 5 News at 11, Daybreak, 
and Midday shows for approximately 2 minutes each (per show). 

 

Story:   

During the February 2017 sweeps period, 5 News presented special 
consumer alerts that affect their daily lives, and tested equipment 
essential to their everyday lives (or their children’s recreational lives) to 
ensure they are safe. 

In one sweeps series, 5 News looked at the common foods people are 
eating, and tested if the foods they’re eating have any hidden nutritional 
dangers. We also went to some local restaurants and brought an 
inspector with us to test if restaurants are being properly managed/kept 
clean to ensure food safety. 

In another sweeps series, we tested exercise equipment people 
commonly keep in their homes to make sure they are safe, and told 
people about some of the hidden dangers associated with such 
equipment. 

In another sweeps series, 5 News looked at common outdoor tools. How 
safe are they? What hidden dangers do they pose? What are the keys to 
safety? 

And, in our last February 2017 sweeps series, we wanted to see how 
“childproof” our homes truly are. We highlighted the dangers of 
household furniture items. We investigated the dangers of different 



electrical appliances and fire/ heating devices. And finally (but perhaps 
most importantly) taught our audience some simple steps they can take 
to make their homes more safe for their children. 


