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October 6, 2007 
 
Synopsis:   "On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith, for Saturday, October 6, 2007, Steve focuses on a big, upcoming 
volunteerism event in Philadelphia, the 14th annual Greater Philadelphia Cares Volunteer-A-Thon. Thousands of people 
will gather at the Mann Music Center in Fairmount Park on Saturday, October 20, 2007. From there, they will fan out 
across the city to work for several hours in more than 100 Philadelphia public schools. They will clean, repair, paint, and 
otherwise beautify the schools and playgrounds. It's one example of the many and growing ways that Greater 
Philadelphia Cares is making a positive impact on the community. Greater Philadelphia Cares seeks to motivate people to 
bridge the digital divide, strengthen families, help folks living with disabilities, protect animals, provide hunger relief, 
improve the environment and more. Steve and his guest, Renee Archawski, Executive Director of Greater Philadelphia 
Cares, discuss how folks can get involved, what they would do that day and what the experience will mean to them. They 
also talk about the increasing volunteerism movement. They discuss what makes a good volunteer and a great volunteer 
effort today.  It's the spirit of can-do volunteerism on this week's "In Focus." 
 
-------- 
 
 
October 13, 2007   
 
Synopsis:  On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, October 13, 2007, Steve looks at the Knights of Peter Claver 
on the Catholic fraternal organization's 30th anniversary in Philadelphia. The national organization was founded 98 years 
ago.  The Knights of St. Peter Claver is the largest African-American lay Catholic organization in America.  It is named for 
St. Peter Claver, a Jesuit priest who left Spain for Cartagena, Colombia, where he ministered to slaves from Africa.  
Cartagena had become the center of slave trade in the early 1600's, supplying slaves to Spanish-ruled lands in Central 
and South America.  Steve's guests, the Reverend Rayford Emmons, Alonza Baker and Frances Milburn, discuss what 
the ministry of St. Peter Claver means to them, how members work on charitable and community projects, especially in 
the area of education and the ongoing celebration of the local chapter's existence in Philadelphia. They talk about the 
influence of Peter Claver on the Catholic Church and the anti-slavery movement, and how members translate his work 
into action today to help the homeless, the sick and others.  November is National Catholic Black History Month and the 
local Knights of Peter Claver is marking its 30th anniversary on November 3rd at the headquarters of District Council 33. 
   
----- 
 
October 20, 2007    
 
Synopsis:   On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, October 20, 2007, Steve focuses on preparing for an 
emergency. What types of emergencies might strike your home, your neighborhood, your town or city and how should you 
be prepared? The American Red Cross reports more than 80-percent of Americans say they want to be prepared and 
would be, if it were easier, but only 7-percent of Americans say they really are ready. The Red Cross has embarked on an 
awareness and preparedness campaign designed to increase readiness in homes, schools and places of worship. Steve's 
guest, Tom Foley, Chief Executive Officer of the Red Cross of southeastern Pennsylvania discuss what individuals and 
families can do to be prepared for emergencies and what a person should have in his or her "Go Bag." This week's 
program also features a "Preparedness Quiz" which answers the questions, "How many meeting places should you have 
outside your home?", "What should you do if there is an emergency at your child's school?", and "How many days should 
you be prepared to shelter in place with no outside help?" In the United States, the Red Cross responds to more than 
70,000 disasters each year. This week's "In Focus" targets the issue of preparedness but also looks into the other 
services provided by the Red Cross, including blood, health, nursing and safety services. 
 
 
-------- 
 
 
October 27, 2007  
 
Synopsis:   On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, October 27, 2007, Steve focuses on drunk driving and the 
latest efforts of Mothers Against Drunk Driving to stop drunk driving, prevent underage drinking and assist people who 
have lost loved ones in alcohol-related crashes. Steve's guest is Dr. Bryce Templeton, statewide volunteer coordinator for 



 

 

MADD in Pennsylvania. Dr. Templeton is also a father whose son, James, was killed by a drunk driver. He describes the 
pain of losing a loved one and what he and MADD believe needs to be done to prevent alcohol-related driving deaths. In 
the early 1980's, more than 60-perent of all fatal crashes involved alcohol. Through the efforts of MADD and others, the 
percentage of alcohol-related traffic deaths is down to about 40-percent of all crashes. Raising the legal drinking age to 21 
and tougher enforcement are among the reasons many lives have been saved. Nearly 9 out of 10 Americans surveyed 
also support sobriety checkpoints. However, the number of lives lost each year is still extraordinarily high. In recent years, 
more than 17,000 Americans have lost their lives in alcohol-related crashes. About a thousand people died in the tri-state 
region in 2006. Steve and his guest talk about the legislation MADD believes is needed, including more stringent ignition 
lock requirements for convicted drunk drivers, registration of beer kegs, automatic license suspension, stricter seat belt 
laws and laws pertaining to the number of passengers allowed in a teenager's car. 
 
 
--------- 
 
November 3, 2007    
 
Synopsis:  On "In Focus" for Saturday, November 3, 2007, Steve looks at a new effort to reaffirm the dignity of people with 
Alzheimer's Disease and raise awareness about the illness that affects about one in ten Americans age 65 and older. 
Alzheimer's is a progressive, degenerative disease that affects about 5 million Americans. The numbers are expected to 
grow as the population grows and as Americans live longer. But, Alzheimer's is not a natural part of growing old and it can 
also affect much younger people. The first signs are short-term memory loss, but loss of memory does not necessarily 
mean you are developing Alzheimer's. The average person with Alzheimer's lives with the disease for 8 to 10 years, but 
some people live with the disease for 20 years or more. Steve explores the emotional, physical and financial impact of the 
disease with Carol Steinberg, Executive Director of the Alzheimer's Foundation of America, and Carmen Serrano, who 
has helped her mother battle the disease for two decades. Carmen talks about how the disease has progressed in her 
mother and what being a caregiver has involved. She also has contributed a panel to a new quilt, called a "A Quilt to 
Remember." The quilt has been on display at Independence National Park and is touring the nation to raise awareness 
about Alzheimer's and to honor caregivers, people with Alzheimer's and those who have lost their lives to the illness. 
Carmen and Carol show panels of the quilt and talk about the stories these panels tell.  
 
 
------ 
 
November 10, 2007    
 
Synopsis:   Mayor John Street says the amount of back taxes owed the city is "unacceptable." The average amount owed 
by a delinquent taxpayer in unpaid property and business taxes is about $9,000. In total, about $700 million is owed: 
about $400 million in property taxes; about $300 million in delinquent business taxes. But now, a new effort is underway to 
get the delinquents to pay up. On "In Focus" for Saturday, November 10, 2007, Steve looks at the City of Philadelphia's 
effort to force delinquent taxpayers to pay hundreds of millions. Steve's guest is Philadelphia City Solicitor Romulo Diaz, 
Jr. Solicitor Diaz is heading the tax recovery effort. In the next 5 years, the city hopes to bring in about one-third of the 
total amount owed, or about $235 million. Steve and his guest talk about how these unpaid taxes piled up, what the city is 
now doing to collect it, what stage the recovery effort is at now, how every neighborhood is affected, what a delinquent 
taxpayer faces if he or she wants to pay up, and what will happen if the delinquent taxpayer still refuses to pay. Solicitor 
Diaz talks about how delinquent taxpayers have been notified and the city's willingness to foreclose on properties whose 
owners don't make good on their debts with the city of Philadelphia. If $235 million dollars is collected as a result of this 
new effort, about $126 million of that amount will go to the School District of Philadelphia. 
 
---- 
 
November 17, 2007 
 
Synopsis:  With the price of crude oil around $100 a barrel, the concern about being able to afford staying warm this 
winter is rising as quickly as the price. About 8 million people in the U.S. heat their homes with heating oil. Some 
businesses rely on heating oil, too. Most of those folks live in the northeastern section of the United States. On "In Focus" 
with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, November 17, 2007, Steve focuses on the developing heating oil story this coming 
winter season and ways people who heat their homes with oil may save money in these times of skyrocketing prices. The 



 

 

price of heating oil is more than 70 cents higher than a year ago and is almost 4 times what is cost per gallon in 2002. The 
federal government reports that for the first time in history in the United States, the price per gallon of heating oil, gasoline 
and diesel fuel, each topped $3 a gallon. Steve's guest is Nadia Adawi, Director of Operations for The Energy 
Cooperative, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit energy company that aims to provide heating oil to its members at lower 
prices than commercial providers demand. Steve explores the nature of the energy cooperative, how it works and how it 
may help folks not currently members. The program also talks about conservation, future energy alternatives and the pros 
and cons of various payment options. They also talk about the factors affecting heating oil prices, such as the price of 
crude oil, speculation and political and economic instability in oil producing nations.  
 
 
----- 
 
Nov. 24, 2007   (Rebroadcast Friedreich’s Ataxia) 
 
Synopsis:  About 50 million Americans have some type of neurological problem at any given. There are about 600 types 
of neurological diseases or disorders. On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, November 24, 2007, Steve 
focused on the neurodegenerative disorder, Friedreich's Ataxia, or FA. Steve looks into its cause, symptoms and the 
search for a cure and how that quest may yield research leading to treatments and cures for other neurological diseases 
and disorders, such as Parkinson's and Alzheimer's. Friedreich's Ataxia is a rare disease, afffecting as many as 6 
thousand people in the United States.  The first symptoms usually occur between the ages of 5 and 15. A person with FA 
will develop muscle weakness and balance or coordination problems and handwriting will deteriorate. Later, more serious 
effects will develop.  These may include visual impairment, hearing loss, slurred speech, aggresive scoliosis, diabetes and 
a serious heart condition.  Steve's guests were Matt Duca, a Chester County resident who has Friedreich's Ataxia, Ronald 
Bartek, Director and co-founder of the Friedreich's Ataxia Research Alliance, or FARA, Dr. Robert Wilson, Associate 
Director of the Molecular Pathology Laboratory and Associate Professor at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Wilson is a 
FARA scientific advisor.  Also on the program was Dr. David Lynch, Associate Professor of Neurology and Pediatrics at 
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.  Dr. Lynch is Director of the FARA Clinical Trial Network.  They discussed living with 
FA, the breakthroughs in research that give hope for a treatments and a cure and how federal and private funding have 
impacted research. 
 
----- 
 
Dec.  1, 2007  (Rebroadcast Schuylkill Center)  
 
 
Synopsis:  On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, December 1, 2007, a red tailed hawk, a screech owl and a 
box turtle helped Steve examine the threats against wildlife in rapidly expanding urban and suburban Philadelphia.  The 
nesting, flying and hunting behavior of the hawk and owl were discussed, as well as the biggest threat to the box turtle, 
once commonly found in many of the region's nature centers and parks.  Rick Schubert, Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation 
at the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education and Center volunteer, Brenda Malinics, showed how people can 
protect animals, the role of pesticides and herbicides as threats to the environment and the impact unrestrained pets can 
have on wildlife.  They also discussed what they should do if they see an injured bird or animal, what to do if a bird has 
flown into your window or door, and the signs that an animal is in need of emergency care.  The Schuylkill Center is 
located on 340 acres of land in the Roxborough section of Philadelphia.  The Rehabilitation Clinic at the Center regularly 
takes in injured wildlife.  Steve and his guests detailed what animals can be taken to the Clinic and under what 
circumstances.  The turtle, owl and hawk on this week's "In Focus" were injured by human actions and though now well 
enough to survive, their injuries are too severe to ever allow them to return to the wild.   Many wildlife habitats in the 
United States have been destroyed or are threated by development and pollution.  More than 90 percent of the wetlands 
in the U.S. have vanished and only 10 percent of imperiled species live on lands protected from development. 
 
-------- 
 
Dec. 8, 2007        
 
Synopsis:  On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, December 8, 2007, Steve focuses on the affordable housing 
crisis in Philadelphia. It's estimated that Philadelphia is short about 30,000 to 60,000 units that people of low and very low 
income can afford. A house or apartment is considered affordable if it costs no more than 30 percent of a household's 



 

 

income. About 2-thirds of Philadelphians considered low income do not currently live in subsidized housing. Many live with 
relatives or friends, or in shelters and some are among the homeless. Steve's guests are Nora Lichtash, Executive 
Director of the Women's Community Revitalization Project, Cheryl Harvey, of the Southwest Philadelphia Chapter of 
ACORN, the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now, William Carter IV, of the Office of City Councilman 
Darrell Clarke, and William Reddish, President of the Building and Industry Association of Philadelphia. They discuss their 
views of the affordable housing crisis, its causes and potential remedies. They also look at a proposed City Council 
ordinance by Councilmember Darrell Clarke which would mandate the creation of affordable housing by developers 
wanting to build new projects in Philadelphia. The ordinance would allow different ways for developers to meet those 
standards. Some affordable housing advocates believe the bill falls short of meeting the needs of the lowest income 
Philadelphians.  Some developers believe the bill would be counter-productive and even harm Philadelphia's economy.  
Steve and his guests discuss the pros and cons of the legislation, factors affecting development in the city, as well as the 
housing needs of low and middle income people on this week's "In Focus."  
 
 
--------- 
 
 
Dec. 15, 2007  (Rebroadcast Heating Oil)   
 
 
Synopsis:  With the price of crude oil around $100 a barrel, the concern about being able to afford staying warm this 
winter is rising as quickly as the price. About 8 million people in the U.S. heat their homes with heating oil. Some 
businesses rely on heating oil, too. Most of those folks live in the northeastern section of the United States. On "In Focus" 
with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, December 15, 2007, Steve focuses on the developing heating oil story this coming 
winter season and ways people who heat their homes with oil may save money in these times of skyrocketing prices. The 
price of heating oil is more than 70 cents higher than a year ago and is almost 4 times what is cost per gallon in 2002. The 
federal government reports that for the first time in history in the United States, the price per gallon of heating oil, gasoline 
and diesel fuel, each topped $3 a gallon. Steve's guest is Nadia Adawi, Director of Operations for The Energy 
Cooperative, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit energy company that aims to provide heating oil to its members at lower 
prices than commercial providers demand. Steve explores the nature of the energy cooperative, how it works and how it 
may help folks not currently members. The program also talks about conservation, future energy alternatives and the pros 
and cons of various payment options. They also talk about the factors affecting heating oil prices, such as the price of 
crude oil, speculation and political and economic instability in oil producing nations.  
 
 
----- 
 
Dec. 22, 2007  (Rebroadcast Teen Driving)   
 
 
Synopsis:  Creating safe drivers in the teenage years was the focus this week on "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith.   How 
did you learn to drive?  From Mom or Dad or some other relative?  Chances are you might have picked up some bad tips 
or just not gotten enough training.   On "In Focus" for Saturday, December 22, 2007, Steve looked at the high death rate 
among teenage drivers and the latest thoughts about how to teach teenagers to drive.  On average, about 6-thousand 
teenagers die each year in vehicle crashes in the United States.  It is the leading cause of death among teenagers of 
driving age.  The National Safety Council says in one recent year, 183 teens died in crashes in Pennsylvania, 47 in New 
Jersey and 37 in Delaware.  Most of those teens were not wearing seat belts, but some of those who died were, perhaps 
pointing out the particualrly violent nature of some teen crashes.   Numerous studies show the teen brain is still in 
undergoing changes and the nature of driving is such that experience is a big factor in how safely or not someone drives.  
The National Safety Council reports it is best for teens to be gradually exposed to increasingly challenging driving tasks.  
There are calls for mandatory and better driver's education and driver's education based not only classroom learning, but 
also heavily weighted toward real life, on the road, experiential  learning.   Steve's guests, Meg Kramer, founder of 
StreetSmart Driving Academy, and Rich Kramer, a Lower Merion Police Officer, and a driving coach with StreetSmart 
Driving Academy, talked about the main causes of teenage driver crashes, but also the best ways to teach young people 
how to drive.   Those causes include tailgating, bad passing, failure to stay in lane, right-of-way issues, speeding and 
more 
 



 

 

----- 
 
Dec. 29, 2007   (Rebroadcast Cyber-Bullying)   
  
On "In Focus" with Steve Highsmith for Saturday, December 29, 2007, Steve focused on "Cyber-Bullying."   Surveys 
suggest 9 percent to 50 percent of teens have been victims of cyber bullies.  A recent survey by the Pew Internet and 
American Life Project reports 38 percent of girls and 26 percent of boys reported being victims.  Philadelphia Physicians 
for Social Responsibility (PSR) states, "Fear created by not knowing a cyber-bully's identity does not rest once the victim 
logs off the internet."  In the past 6 years, PSR has been conducting a bullying prevention program at nearly 50 K-though-
8th grade schools in Philadelphia.  This week's "In Focus" also looked at what that program accomplishes and probes the 
means, methods and fallout of cyber-bullying.  Steve and his guests, Partricia Harner, Executive Director of Philadelphia 
Physicians for Social Responsibility(PSR), and Dr. Bill King, a pediatrician and member of the Board of Philadelphia PSR, 
discussed cyber-bully warnings signs, the difference and similarities between cyber-bullying and traditional bullying, how 
serious the problem is, and the role of parents and schools in preventing this abuse. The steps parents can take include 
knowing the internet, monitoring a child's internet activities and talking about the child's online life.  Cyber bullying can be 
done through a variety of ways: cell phones, texting, instant messages, blogs, web postings and e-mail.  This new way of  
bullying can involve name-calling, posting rumors, hate speech, harassment and physical threats.  
 
 
 
---------- 

 
 

 
 


