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In the 4th quarter of 2023, WIUP-FM continued to present a varied schedule of both recorded and live 
public information programming dealing with issues of national, regional and local interest. 
 
WIUP-FM broadcasts the nationally syndicated news and current events program Democracy Now!, 
Monday through Friday from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Democracy Now! is a national, daily, independent, 
award-winning news program hosted by award-winning journalists Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez.  
Democracy Now!’s War and Peace Report provides our audience with access to people and perspectives 
rarely heard in the US corporate-sponsored media, including independent and international journalists, 
ordinary people from around the world who are directly affected by US foreign policy, grassroots 
leaders and peace activists, artists, academics and independent analysts. 
 

During a regularly scheduled public information programming hour – (Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 9 a.m. during the fall and spring semesters, 10am-11am during academic breaks) – WIUP 
presents an array of programs dealing with issues of interest to both the academic and non-academic 
communities we serve.  These include US Politics, (White House Chronicle) regional environmental 
news (The Allegheny Front), recent publications in literature, scholarship, and nonfiction (The Book 
Show), media analysis and criticism (Counterspin, The Media Project), issues focusing on women (51%) 
and LGBTQIA (This Way Out) populations, education (The Best of Our Knowledge), as well as current 
research and public affairs (Scholars’ Circle). Descriptions of the nature of each program and the topics 
covered follow in this document. 
 
WIUP-FM broadcasts a minimum of twenty recorded public service announcements per broadcast day.  
These announcements benefit local, regional and national public service and information organizations 
and agencies.  The complete audio cart listing of all our recorded Public Service Announcements is 
included within this document. 
 
In addition to recorded public service announcements, WIUP-FM broadcasts twenty live-read 
announcements per broadcast day. A listing of the agencies and organizations served by these 
announcements is included within this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



White House Chronicle 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

“Security in the Cyber Age” — a primer on policy and technology 
December 23, 2023 
Host Llewellyn King and Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III discuss a new “primer” on cybersecurity 
policy and technology with its authors, Derek Reveron , chair of the National Security Affairs 
Department at the U.S. Naval War College and John Savage, professor emeritus of computer science at 
Brown University. 
 
Intelligence gathering and analysis challenges 
December 16, 2023  
Is there a disconnect between politicians and intelligence collectors? Was the Israel-Hamas war, as were 
9/11 and the Falklands War “a failure to warn and to imagine”? Michael Allen, managing director of 
Beacon Global Strategies, and Anthony Wells, author and a former intelligence agent, discuss the 
gathering and analysis of intelligence with Host Llewellyn King and Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III. 
 
Churchill’s Operation Aerial 
December 9, 2023  
Host Llewellyn King and Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III talk to David Worsfold, author of a riveting 
book on the largely untold story of Churchill’s effort to evacuate Allied military forces and civilians 
from ports in western France after Dunkirk, codenamed Operation Aerial. 
 
A College Route for American Artisans 
December 2, 2023  
The GI Bill greatly reduced the ranks of artisans in America. But there is a critical need for them. Hosts 
Llewellyn King and Adam Clayton Powell III talk to the provost and a graduate of the American 
College of the Building Arts, which provides a liberal arts education as well as a trade. 
 
The local news crisis 
November 25, 2023  
Host Llewellyn King and Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III talk to author and journalist G. Wayne 
Miller about his new book, “Unfit To Print” and his new local journalism venture. 
 
Peter Zeihan Talks of Many Things 
November 18, 2023  
Host Llewellyn King and Peter Zeihan, a geopolitical strategist, talk about AI’s impact on employment, 
trends in migration to the United States, Mexico as “the new China,” and other au courant issues. 
 
 
 
 



How blast waves may be connected to veteran suicide 
November 11, 2023 
In this special Veterans Day episode, Guest Host Adam Clayton Powell III speaks Frank Larkin, 
chairman of Warrior Call, and Dr. Brian Edlow, a Harvard University professor and associate director of 
the Center for Neurotechnology and Neurorecovery at the Massachusetts General Hospital about the 
emerging science connecting veteran suicide with blast waves that they experience during training and 
operations. 
 
Challenging Russian disinformation 
November 4, 2023  
Russia’s relentless disinformation campaigns are disrupting Western democracies. Host Llewellyn King 
and Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III discuss their real aim, and how to counter Russian lies with Ilan 
Berman of the American Foreign Policy Council. 
 
Israel-Gaza war analysis 
October 28, 2023  
Marvin Kalb, former CBS and NBC correspondent, now a non-resident senior fellow in the foreign 
policy program at The Brookings Institution, analyzes the spiralling Israel-Gaza crisis. 
 
Israel-Gaza and other wars through an intelligence lens 
October 21, 2023  
Author Anthony R. Wells has the distinction of having served in intelligence for the United Kingdom, as 
a British citizen, and for the United States, as a U.S. citizen. He speaks with Host Llewellyn King and 
Co-host Adam Clayton Powell III about the Israel-Gaza and other wars from his perspective as an 
intelligence officer. 
 
Engineering for the electric age 
October 14, 2023  
Engineering for the electric age is exciting, but filled with challenges, not the least of which is finding 
young engineers to replace the scores of retiring ones. At a conference in Chatham, Massachusetts, Host 
Llewellyn King discusses these with guests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE ALLEGHENY FRONT 

4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 
October 1 – December 31, 2023 

 
Episode for December 29, 2023 
This week on The Allegheny Front, a look back at stories from 2023. We'll revisit a story about how 
people in East Palestine, Ohio are working through their anxiety with few mental health resources 
available after the Norfolk Southern train derailment. Hydrogen was a big energy transition story in 
2023. After the announcement that Pennsylvania will have a part in two hydrogen hubs meant to reduce 
carbon emissions, we asked what's next? And in considering the energy transition, what about the people 
left behind in communities after fossil fuel plants shut down? We visited a community in Ohio where a 
coal-fired power plant closed, and people gathered to memorialize what it meant to the community. 

Episode for December 22, 2023 
Plants can make music, with a little help from a device that captures electric impulses. This week, we'll 
hear some of the beautiful music they can make. We'll also learn about an urban farmer who created a 
children’s book about how a tomato plant grows. She worked with a group of little kids to do it. Plus, an 
author revisits the Youghiogheny River of his youth to find some changes for the better. 

Episode for December 15, 2023 
For the first time, health was a focus at the UN climate conference and advocates were pleased. We'll 
also learn how climate-related weather like flash floods and extreme heat impact people experiencing 
homelessness. Plus, people who live near a proposed campground at a state park are circulating a 
petition to stop the plan. We have news about whitewater recreation in Clearfield County, combating a 
deadly insect threatening hemlocks in the Allegheny National Forest and how you can vote for Pa.'s 
2024 River of the Year.   

Episode for December 8, 2023 
As the timeline for meaningful action on reducing carbon emissions grows shorter, how is the transition 
to cleaner forms of energy going? And as climate change creates more intense storms, Pennsylvania 
wants to make it easier for more residents to buy flood insurance. Plus, a look at some state and federal 
actions that might finally help reduce kids' exposure to lead in water. We also have news about the 
electric grid in the Mid-Atlantic, a solar project in Adams County, polluted streams in Pittsburgh and 
fracking in Ohio state parks.  

Episode for December 1, 2023 
Governor Josh Shapiro is appealing a court decision that stopped Pennsylvania from joining the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. We'll find out why and what it means for climate action. As more 
solar projects are planned in rural areas, farmers are signing their sheep up for something called solar 
grazing. Plus, environmental activists from the Gulf Coast met up with anti-fracking activists in 
Appalachia to strategize and build solidarity. We have news about COP28 climate talks, calls for more 
radon testing, hydrogen, fracking and more. 



Episode for November 24, 2023 
It's Thanksgiving week, our favorite holiday at The Allegheny Front. (Well, one of them at least). This 
week, we give you tips for not creating the food waste that is cooking the planet and tell you about a 
pilot program that hopes to bring composting to Centre County. We also visit with the foragers and 
farmers who help make Pennsylvania the largest mushroom producer in the United States. And, we take 
a trip to a glacial deposit where bears feast on wild cranberries. We have news about a bill to address 
lead in school water fountains and a new historical sign that marks Penn State's agricultural roots.  

Episode for November 17, 2023 
For years, residents in Westmoreland County complained about a hazardous waste landfill. Now federal 
investigators say it may be breaking several laws. Plus, despite dozens of protestors, an Ohio 
commission approved fracking in state parks and wildlife areas. We also revisit an interview with Tykee 
James, a leader in equitable access to outdoor spaces. And, a Pennsylvania couple visits all 124 of Pa.'s 
state parks. We have news about the National Climate Assessment, the one-year anniversary of Shell's 
cracker plant opening, federal money for environmental justice projects, and a milestone in land 
conservation in Pennsylvania.  

Episode for November 10, 2023 
Environmental groups protested outside of a coal and steel conference in Pittsburgh this week. We visit 
the first farm in Allegheny County to take advantage of a rule change that allows small farms to be 
preserved. A newly renovated passive house in State College promotes sustainability, energy efficiency 
and affordability. We also hear about the movement among churches in Pennsylvania to help solve the 
climate crisis. Plus, we have advice on how to reduce carbon emissions at home. We have news about a 
wildfire in the Allegheny National Forest, a liquified natural gas export facility and polluting lawn 
equipment. 

Episode for November 3, 2023 
U.S. Steel unveiled two battery-powered locomotives it will use at its plants outside of Pittsburgh. It’s a 
small step to reduce the carbon footprint of one of the top greenhouse gas polluters in Pa. We'll also hear 
about the legacy of the first lawsuit against the makers of the weedkiller Roundup, alleging it caused 
cancer, and why toxic pesticides are still on the market. Plus, what the auto workers' strike and tentative 
agreement with American carmakers have to do with the transition to electric vehicles. News about a 
voluntary agreement between gas driller CNX and DEP to monitor air and other measures, a canceled 
offshore wind project, and a court decision that prohibits Pennsylvania from joining a carbon trading 
program to reduce power plant emissions. 

Episode for October 27, 2023 
The Carnegie Museum of Natural History is looking to educate the public about the problems invasive 
plants cause to local ecosystems and why planting native species is so important. We talk with Fernando 
Treviño, DEP's head of environmental justice, who says he wants impacted communities to have "a real 
voice and [be] part of the process from the beginning." Plus, we talk with Sandra Steingraber, lead 
author on the latest edition of a compendium on the health risks associated with fracking, with more than 
120 studies from peer-reviewed studies. We have news about new federal money to make the electric 
grid climate-ready, state money to convert lawns to meadows, and an agricultural fair for kids in 
Allentown. 



Episode for October 20, 2023 
Insurance premiums could rise as more severe storms cause downed trees and dump water on 
Pennsylvania. We'll also hear about a series of public meetings to learn about the health impacts of the 
February train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio. Plus, we take a closer at the news that Pa. will get 
parts of two federally-backed hydrogen hubs. We have news about federal funds for improving the tree 
canopy in the Pittsburgh area, capping off old oil and gas wells and supporting green manufacturing. 
 Plus, a new solar project is coming to a Pittsburgh neighborhood amid news that Pa. is among the worst 
for renewable energy development.  

Episode for October 13, 2023 
Eight months after the train derailment and toxic chemical spill, some residents of East Palestine are still 
living away from home because they are afraid for their health. We'll also hear how deer are grazing on 
young trees and native plants in Pittsburgh's parks. Plus, tiny, freshwater jellyfish have been living in the 
Great Lakes for a century. So why don't we know more about them? We have news about the selection 
of two hydrogen hubs for Pennsylvania, an injection well in Fayette County, a new hellbender license 
plate and more.  

Episode for October 6, 2023 
A group of doctors at UPMC pushed the Pittsburgh hospital system to do things like reduce waste and 
switch chemicals. Now the effort is gaining momentum. We'll also talk with climatologist Michael E. 
Mann about his new book that looks back millions of years into Earth’s history to help us survive the 
climate crisis. Plus, environmentalists trawl local waterways in search of little plastic pellets that could 
harm wildlife. We have news about a potential lawsuit over plastic pollution in the Ohio River, EPA's 
rejection of parts of U.S. Steel's Clairton Coke Works' air quality permit, and climate activists in 
Harrisburg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BOOK SHOW 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC 

10/3/2023 30:00 1825 John Irving has written some of the most acclaimed books of our time, 
among them: “The World According to Garp,” “A Widow for One Year,” “A 
Prayer for Owen Meany” and “The Cider House Rules.” He now returns with 
his first novel in seven years “The Last Chairlift.” 

10/10/2023 30:00 1826 The Times calls Booker Prize winning writer Anne Enright one of our 
greatest living novelists. Her latest, “The Wren, The Wren” is about a dead 
poet’s daughter and granddaughter coming to terms with his troubling 
legacy. Enright’s novel about language and connection explores the 
inheritance of trauma, wonder, and love across three generations of 
women. 

10/17/2023 30:00 1827 George Saunders is an American great, a writer who continues to astound, 
evolve and get deeper. His new book, “Liberation Day,” is his first collection 
of stories since his National Book Award finalist “Tenth of December” was 
published eight years ago. 

10/24/2023 30:00 1828 Nathan Hill’s new novel “Wellness” is a poignant and witty novel about 
marriage, the often-baffling pursuit of health and happiness, and the stories 
that bind us together. The book brings us from the gritty '90s Chicago art 
scene to a suburbia of detox diets and home-renovation hysteria. 

10/31/2023 30:00 1829 Joe Nesbø is a internationally best-selling author best known for his 
mystery series featuring his protagonist, Harry Hole. His latest is a twisted, 
multi-layered, mind-bending spin on the classic horror novel, “The Night 
House.” By page 8 – a phone has eaten a guy and things get stranger along 
the way. 

11/7/2023 30:00 1830 Ayana Mathis’s new novel, “The Unsettled,” is set in the 1980s and follows 
three generations of a family divided by a painful past. Ava lives in racially 
and politically turbulent Philadelphia, struggling to care for her son, 
Toussaint. Her mother, Dutchess, remains in her historically Black 
hometown of Bonaparte, Alabama, fighting to save her land. 

11/14/2023 30:00 1831 Jonathan Lethem is the bestselling author of twelve novels, including “The 
Fortress of Solitude” and “Motherless Brooklyn,” and winner of the 
National Book Critics Circle Award. His newest is “Brooklyn Crime Novel,” a 
sweeping story of community, crime, and gentrification, tracing more than 
fifty years of life in one Brooklyn neighborhood. 

11/21/2023 30:00 1832 Jane Smiley is the author of numerous novels including “A Thousand Acres,” 
which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize, and the “Last Hundred Years Trilogy.” 
Her latest, “A Dangerous Business,” tells the remarkable story of the 
California gold rush and a pair of sex-worker sleuths who track down the 
culprit behind a series of disappearances. 

11/28/2023 30:00 1833 National Book Award-winning author Alice McDermott’s latest, 
“Absolution,” is the riveting account of women’s lives on the margins of the 
Vietnam War. American women and wives have been mostly minor 
characters in the literature of the Vietnam War, but in “Absolution” they 



take center stage. 
12/5/2023 30:00 1834 “Elegy plus comedy is the only way to express how we live in the world 

today,” says a character in “The Vulnerables,” the ninth novel by National 
Book Award winner Sigrid Nunez. “The Vulnerables” offers a meditation on 
our contemporary era, asking how present reality affects the way a person 
looks back on their past. 

12/12/2023 30:00 1835 CNN anchor and chief Washington correspondent and New York Times 
best-selling author Jake Tapper’s third thriller, “All the Demons Are Here,” 
brings readers to the 1970s underground world of cults, celebrities, tabloid 
journalism, serial killers, disco, and UFOs. 

12/19/2023 30:00 1836 “Day” is the first novel in a decade from Pulitzer Prize winner Michael 
Cunningham. It’s a family saga set in New York City before and during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and takes place on three separate days in April, one 
each in the years 2019-2021. 

12/26/2023 30:00 1837 Bestselling author Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah is the author of the debut 
novel, "Chain-Gang All-Stars," the story of two top women gladiators 
fighting for their freedom within a depraved private prison system. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COUNTERSPIN 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

December 29, 2023 
Best of CounterSpin 2023 
CounterSpin is thankful to all the activists, researchers, reporters and advocates who appear on the show 
to help us see the world more clearly. 
 
December 22, 2023 
Wadie Said on the New McCarthyism 
Powerful institutions, including the media, combine a selective understanding of free expression with a 
vehement desire to enforce it. 
 
December 15, 2023 
Richard Wiles & Matthew Cunningham-Cook on Climate Disruption Filtered Through Corporate Media 
We can’t have a public conversation about how fossil fuels cause climate disruption in a corporate 
media moneyed by fossil fuel companies. 
 
December 8, 2023 
Sonya Meyerson-Knox on Jewish Voice for Peace 
The devastation of Gaza, and the vehement efforts to silence anyone who wants to challenge it, is the 
story for today. 
 
December 1, 2023 
Melissa Gira Grant on Abortion Rights & Politics 
Too many outlets seem to have trouble shaking the framing of abortion as a “controversy,” or as posing 
problems for this or that politician. 
 
November 24, 2023 
Mark Weisbrot on Argentina’s Javier Milei 
Argentina’s new president questions the death toll of the country’s military dictatorship and calls climate 
change a “lie of socialism.” 
 
November 17, 2023 
Scott Burris on US v. Rahimi 
The question is whether the Court’s conservative majority can use its special brand of backwards-
looking to determine this country’s future. 
 
November 10, 2023 
Jamil Dakwar on US & Human Rights, Matt Gertz on Mike Johnson 
Shouldn’t the press corps be actively involved in informing us about the person third in line for the 
presidency? 
 
 
 



November 3, 2023 
Raed Jarrar on Biden & Saudi Arabia, Joe Torres on Tulsa Massacre 
“The newspapers will have you hating the people who are being oppressed, and loving the people who 
are doing the oppressing.” 
 
October 27, 2023 
Peter Maybarduk on Paxlovid, Maya Schenwar on Grassroots Journalism 
Paxlovid’s “transition” to the commercial market entails hiking the cost of the treatment to 100 times the 
cost of production. 
 
October 20, 2023 
Christopher Bosso on Food Assistance, Barbara Briggs on Workplace Disasters 
The primary food aid program, SNAP, while the constant target of the racist, drown-government-in-the-
bathtub crowd, keeps on keeping on. 
 
October 13, 2023 
Phyllis Bennis on Gaza 
“War is not the time for context” still seems to be the mantra for many in the US press. But there is, 
around the edges, growing acknowledgement of the dead end this represents: showing hour after hour of 
shocking and heart-wrenching imagery, in a way that suggests violence is the only response to 
violence—when so many people are looking for another way forward. 

We’ll talk with Phyllis Bennis from the New Internationalism project at the Institute for Policy Studies. 
Plus Janine Jackson takes a quick look back at recent press coverage of Saudi Arabia, Nicaragua, US 
political division and the Federal Reserve. 

October 6, 2023 
Rodrigo Camarena on Wage Theft 
Corporate media tell us to be mad at the rando taking toilet paper from Walgreens, but not the executive 
who’s skimming your paycheck. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WAY OUT 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

Dec 25, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1865: Retrospective on a Retrospective: Lawrence 2003-2023 
 
The 2003 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that overturned state laws against non-commercial private 
consensual adult same-gender sex reverberates today in the pivotal decisions on reproductive rights, as 
well as the Courts own ethical scandals. Our flashback report features “Lawrence v. Texas” lead 
attorney Ruth Harlow of Lambda Legal and litigants John Lawrence and Tyron Garner, Dallas Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance President Roger Wedell, Peter Sprigg of the Family Research Council, Robert Knight 
of the Culture and Family Institute, Revs. Rob Schenck and Jerry Falwell, Sr. of the National Clergy 
Council, Kate Kendall of the National Center for Lesbian Rights, Jennifer Pizer of Lambda Legal, San 
Francisco Supervisor Tom Ammiano, Dallas attorney Mitchell Katine, Houston activist Ray Hill and 
San Diego queer columnist Rex Wockner. 
 
Dec 19, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1864: AOC Fights Transphobia & Tipton Double-Time 
 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) goes viral by exposing U.S. House Republicans’ 
gender hypocrisy while questioning National Women’s Law Center president and CEO Fatima Goss 
Graves in a subcommittee hearing. 
 
Trans jazz band leader Billy Tipton’s career spanned from the 1930s to the 70s, and the music continues 
with The Tiptons Sax Quartet (produced by Steve Sims). 
 
And in NewsWrap: the European Court of Human Rights finds that Poland’s refusal to legally recognize 
lesbian and gay couples violates the European Convention on Human Rights, the United States Supreme 
Court rejects an appeal to review Washington state legislation that bans “conversion therapy” for 
minors, loopholes in a proposed conversion therapy ban in the Australian state of Tasmania get a 
“thumbs down” from activists, Argentina’s newly inaugurated right-wing President Javier Milei pulls 
the plug on the Women, Gender and Diversity Ministry, police in Yekateringburg raid a popular queer 
venue while Russian censors coral “My Little Pony," plus Pope Francis okays same-gender blessings 
and more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Marcos Najera and Melanie Keller 
(produced by Brian DeShazor).  
 
Dec 12, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1863: A Progressive Texas Christian & McKellen’s Queer Wizardry  
 
In the Texas state legislature, Christian Democratic Representative James Talarico gave a biblically-
based rebuke against a Republican Christian nationalist bill to post the Ten Commandments in all public 
school classrooms — and it went viral. 
 
The repeal of the U.K.’s notorious “no promo homo” Section 28 and the opening of Lord of the Rings: 
Return of the King made mid-December 2003 a joyous season for world-renowned actor Sir Ian 



McKellen. He greeted the news at an LGBTQ gathering at Premiere House in Wellington, New Zealand 
(recorded by Hugh Young of Access Radio’s GayBC). 
 
And in NewsWrap: Uganda’s infamous Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023 faces a quadruple challenge in 
the nation’s Constitutional Court, Scotland’s Gender Recognition Reform Bill loses the first round of its 
fight for approval from the British government, Jordanian queer activists forced to flee from government 
persecution, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers vetoes a Republican bill to ban pediatric gender-affirming 
healthcare, Florida defends school board book bans as the government’s right to control libraries, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania voters celebrate rescuing their school board from right-wing extremists, and more 
international LGBTQ news reported this week by Michael Taylor-Gray and Kalyn Hardman (produced 
by Brian DeShazor) 
 
Dec 5, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1862: Defiant Virginia Dad & "Mambo Italiano"  
 
Cody Connor is fighting for his trans daughter in the face of Virginia Governor Glen Youngkin’s 
“model policies” for schools. 
 
Writer/director Emile Gaudreault’s 2003 comedy remains a cross-cultural favorite (interviewed by John 
Frame in Brisbane). 
 
Plus, can exorcism save Illinois from marriage equality? 
 
And in NewsWrap: The Thai Cabinet approves an amendment to the Civil Code to open marriage to gay 
and lesbian couples, Nepal finally registers its first same-gender couple since the Supreme Court order 
in July, Russia’s Supreme Court outlaws the non-existent “international public LGBT movement,” 
Florida’s Republican lawmakers are bent on expanding “Don’t Say Gay” to clamp down on queer 
advocacy, Iowa’s book ban faces two separate lawsuits, and more international LGBTQ news reported 
this week by Ava Davis and John Dyer V (produced by Brian DeShazor). 
 
Nov 28, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1861: “Queer Today, Bring On Tomorrow” 
 
Feature: A spoken-word production featuring works by members of QueerWise, a Los 
Angeles-based, multi-generational writing and performance group. Living in the moment 
while facing the future, they tackle hard-to-relive histories and magical memories, present- 
day dangers and hopeful omens. The cast includes Gordon Blitz, Marie Cartier, Lucia 
Chappelle, Antonia Garcia-Orozco, Christine Papalexis, Jim Pentecost, Robin Podolsky and 
David Trudell, with music by Beyonce (with Jay Z), Donna Summer, Prince, The Weathergirls 
and the Original Cast Recording of La Cage Aux Folles. Robin Podolsky is the head writer, and the 
group is led by actor-activist-playwright Michael Kearns.  
Produced for This Way Out by Lucia Chappelle. 
 
 
 
 



Nov 21, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1860: Gertrude Loves Alice & "Girls About Town" 
 
Private notes between Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas are the literature of love in “Precious Baby 
Always Shines” (commentary by Janet Mason ). 
 
The funny, sophisticated, and slightly ribald 1931 film “Girls About Town” takes us on a festive cultural 
sojourn in search of vintage queer gold (commentary by John Dyer V). 
 
And in NewsWrap: the Church of England will “experiment” with special services to bless queer 
partners for a trial period, activists are not buying the official explanation of the shocking death of non-
binary Mexican judge Jesús Ociel Baena, Asia’s first Gay Games leaps all of the official hurdles that 
China could lay before its Hong Kong hosts, the U.S. Supreme Court refuses to grant an emergency 
request to overturn an injunction against Florida’s ban on family-friendly drag shows, One Million 
Moms protest Macy’s “non-binary and transgender extravaganza” Thanksgiving Day Parade, and more 
international LGBTQ news reported this week by Joe Boehnlein and Elena Botkin-Levy (produced by 
Brian DeShazor). 
 
Nov 14, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1859: Stops En Route to US and Canadian Marriage Equality 
 
Two flashback reports in which we covered major high court rulings that led to marriage equality: one in 
the Canadian province of Ontario, and one 20 years ago this week in the US state of Massachusetts. 
Featuring Canadian litigant Michael Leshner; Mary Bonauto of Gay and Lesbian Advocates and 
Defenders; Massachusetts plaintiffs Gloria Bailey and Linda Davies, Mike Horgan and Hillary and Julie 
Goodridge; Massachusetts Republican Governor Mitt Romney; Democratic Massachusetts State 
Representative Phil Travis; Massachusetts U.S. Congressman Barney Frank.(Reporters: Heather 
Kitching, Greg Gordon) 
 
And in NewsWrap: Latvia’s Parliament creates civil unions for same-gender couples with fewer rights 
than their heterosexual counterparts, more than a million people celebrate Pride in Buenos Aires 
demanding anti-bias protections and a comprehensive trans law, the director of Budapest’s Hungarian 
National Museum was fired this week for allowing young people to see the inclusive World Press Photo 
Exhibit, a U.S. federal judge has upheld a Florida law that bars transgender girls and women from 
competing in female sports, another “Rainbow Wave” of local electoral victories buoys Democratic 
wins in U.S. off-year elections, and more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Tanya Kane-
Parry and Marcos Najera (produced by Brian DeShazor). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nov 7, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1858: The Consecration of Bishop Gene Robinson 
 
The U.S. Episcopal Church and by extension the worldwide Anglican Communion was rocked by the 
selection of the first out gay bishop twenty years ago this week. We’ll take you back to the victorious 
consecration ceremony for the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson at the University of New Hampshire's 
Whittemore Center in Durham, November 2, 2003. 
 
And in NewsWrap: Jamaica’s Supreme Court leaves the nation stuck with its British colonial-era anti-
queer sex laws, Hungary’s far-right government bars youth from the World Press Photo Exhibition 
because of five pictures of elderly queers, Taiwan’s Vice President Lai Ching-te joins an estimated 
180,000 celebrants at the Taipei Pride March, Johannesburg Pride dedicates their parade to LGBTQ+ 
Ugandans and all Africans who “cannot march for themselves,” the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
puts Idaho’s school bathroom bill on hold again, new Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Mike Johnson is a far right white Christian nationalist with a wealth of anti-queer skeletons in his closet, 
gay U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg dares House Speaker Johnson to come home with 
him for dinner, and more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Michael LeBeau and 
Melanie Keller (produced by Brian DeShazor). 

 
Oct 31, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1857:“My Life Is Poetry” Workshop 
 
A unique program for LGBTQ seniors led by West Hollywood, California’s first Poet Laureate Steven 
Reigns uses poetry as a tool to capture their life experiences and create a live performance piece. Reigns 
discusses the workshop’s process and goals, and participants Alicia Arbio, Hank Henderson, Ingrid 
Paulina Rodas, Louise Moore, Nick Paul, and Terry Anglin are featured (produced by Brian DeShazor). 
 
And in NewsWrap: the Nigerian government’s anti-LGBTQ crackdown escalates with the arrest of 76 
people at an alleged “gay wedding,” South Korea’s Constitutional Court upholds the Military Criminal 
Act’s ban on gay sex between service members, Austria plans to compensate gay men who were 
unjustly prosecuted for adult homosexual acts, relatively obscure Congressman Mike Johnson of 
Louisiana is elected Speaker of the Republican-led U.S. House of Representatives with a homophobic 
and misogynistic track record, “Libs of TikTok” social media influencer Chaya Raichik added to the 
Anti-Defamation League’s “Glossary of Extremism,” and more international LGBTQ news reported this 
week by John Dyer V and Kalyn Hardman (produced by Brian DeShazor). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Oct 24, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1856: Harlan Pruden’s Two-Spirit Dry Lab 
A collaborative of Indigenous and settler researchers is studying the intersections of Indigeneity, gender, 
sexual orientation and geography in a “dry lab” — a laboratory that does its work on computers rather 
than with beakers or Bunsen burners. Co-founder Harlan Pruden says the goal is to combine good 
relations and indigenous ways of knowing (produced by Lauren Schmitt). 
 
And in NewsWrap: India’s Supreme Court defers to Parliament to enact marriage equality legislation, 
Nepalese lower courts refuse to register the marriage of a queer couple despite the Supreme Court’s 
provisional marriage order, a Japanese family court slams the surgery pre-requisite for transgender ID 
change, Poland’s far right “LGBTQ-Free” party fails to win enough seats in Parliament to form a new 
government, Saskatchewan’s decision to prohibit students from changing their names or pronouns at 
school parental consent drives a human rights commissioner to quit, U.S. federal judges take action on 
injunctions against Idaho’s anti-trans bathroom law and Montana’s drag show ban, and more 
international LGBTQ news reported this week by Sarah Montague and Michael Taylor-Gray (produced 
by Brian DeShazor). 

 
Oct 17, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode # 1855: After Matt: An Interview with Judy Shepard 
In the aftermath of her son Matthew’s infamous murder in 1998, Judy Shepard and her surviving family 
take on the campaign to pass hate crimes legislation, and establish a foundation to support queer youth 
(interviewed by Eric Jansen of “Out in the Bay Radio”).  
 
And in NewsWrap: Bulgaria’s Supreme Court clears punk music star Milena Slavova of discrimination 
charges for her viral homophobic social media post, failed anti-queer French presidential candidate Éric 
Zemmour is fined for denigrating lesbian mothers, Spokane, Washington’s Odyssey Youth Movement is 
vandalized four times in less than a month, the Public Library in Madison, Alabama pulls a picture book 
from its children’s section because the author’s last name is Gay, a three-judge panel of the U.S. 
Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals upholds a lower court’s block of Florida’s unconstitutional ban on 
family-friendly drag shows, the Parliament of the Australian state of New South Wales hosts its own 
Drag Storytime, and more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Joe Boehnlein and Tanya 
Kane-Parry (produced by Brian DeShazor).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Oct 10, 2023 
This Way Out Episode 1854: Revisiting “The Book of Matthew” 
In commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the murder of Matthew Shepard, we rebroadcast our 
coverage of the 1998 hate crime that sparked an international outcry. The report features University of 
Wyoming Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Association President Jim Osborne, Wyoming 
Governor Jim Geringer and state Representative Michael Massey, Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center 
Executive Director Lorri Jean, Human Rights Campaign legal counselor Tony Varona, gay 
Massachusetts Congressman Barney Frank, comedian Ellen DeGeneres, Shepard’s friend Walter 
Bouden and parents Dennis and Judy Shepard, plus music by Melissa Etheridge and Blackberri. 
 
And in NewsWrap: a Mauritian activist wins his Supreme Court challenge to the colonial-era law 
against sex between men, the organization Eswatini Sexual and Gender Minorities says the Minister of 
Commerce, Industry and Trade still refuses to grant it legal recognition, fanatical Christian bikers try to 
blockade a peaceful pro-LGBTQ march in Beirut, 14 supposedly queer-positive U.S. schools receive 
bomb threats within a week of being targeted by the far-right Libs of TikTok account, Tennessee gets its 
first out transgender elected official as Olivia Hill is sworn in as a member of the Metropolitan Council 
of Nashville and Davidson County, black lesbian Laphonza Butler takes the seat of the late California 
Senator Diane Feinstein, and more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Ava Davis and 
David Hunt (produced by Brian DeShazor). 

 
Oct 4, 2023 
This Way Out Radio Episode #1853: Lost Bi Music Set & Irish Folkie Found 
 
Skott Freedman’s 2003 anthology “Bi the People” boosted the audibility of bisexual musicians, 
including Jill Sobule and Leigh Fischer (interviewed by JD Doyle). 
Irish folksinger Brian Kennedy turned being outed into an opportunity to be a model of transparency 
(interviewed by John Frame). 
 
And in NewsWrap: Uganda’s “Kill the Gays” law sparks vigilante violence, cross-dressing Iraqi social 
media star Noor BM is shot dead, the U.S. Congress ignores Boebert’s pointless anti-trans bile, Trump’s 
desperate Republican rivals play anti-trans cards, an appeals court unblocks Kentucky and Tennessee 
pediatric gender-affirming healthcare bans, a Florida school district won’t let students “read gay,” and 
more international LGBTQ news reported this week by Allan Tijamo and Elena Botkin-Levy (produced 
by Brian DeShazor). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Best of Our Knowledge 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC 
10/9/2023 30:00 1724 With a massive, multi-year expansion project finally completed, staff and 

educators at the Strong Museum of Play are eager to welcome new and 
returning crowds. And after two college-in-prison programs in New York 
hosted by private universities collapsed earlier this year, Bard College will 
pick up the slack. 

10/16/2023 30:00 1725 On this episode of The Bet of Our Knowledge: College campuses are 
reimagining student housing. 

10/23/2023 30:00 1726 National Geographic scientist-photographer Anand Varma captures images 
of beautiful secrets hiding in plain sight. We’ll speak with Varma about his 
book “Invisible Wonders: Photographs of the Hidden World.” And we’ll learn 
about a federally funded initiative that is researching urban forests. 

10/30/2023 30:00 1727 The home of Gilded Age writer Edith Wharton celebrates the supernatural. 
The largest donation ever made to one public university will support its 
efforts to improve literacy. And we’ll learn more about the New York Air 
National Guard’s mission to support research in Antarctica. 

11/6/2023 30:00 1728 This week, we’ll attend a demonstration of an experimental instrument – 
one that when installed can take up an entire concert stage. And a new 
music school gives more than just guitar and piano lessons. 

11/13/2023 30:00 1729 We’ll join researchers collecting ticks during the fall peak of arachnid activity. 
And after a smoky summer, wildfire smoke detectors have been installed 
across New York state. 

11/20/2023 30:00 1730 An invasive insect, the Emerald Ash Borer poses threats to America’s forests. 
A federally-supported study is using parasitoid wasps to control the arboreal 
pasts. And we’ll visit an environmental science professor in the field, as 
students collect trail cameras as part of a national study on mammal 
populations. 

11/27/2023 30:00 1731 President Biden in October issued an executive order on artificial 
intelligence. We’ll unpack the order meant to mitigate the risks of the 
technology. And more! 

12/4/2023 30:00 1732 As American students are facing more than $1.7 trillion dollars in student 
loan debt, some private sector companies are now exploring their own 
student loan repayment programs. 

12/11/2023 30:00 1733 The College of Saint Rose, a private liberal arts college in New York, recently 
announced it would close at the end of the academic year. 

12/18/2023 30:00 1734 Many educators will say teaching can be a thankless job. A new app aims to 
help the entire school community share praise. We’ll speak with the CEO of 
company HiLight. 

12/25/2023 30:00 1735 The Vermont State Colleges system, which is transforming into the Vermont 
State University, has selected a new chancellor. We’ll learn about an ancient 
Iranian tradition celebrated during the winter solstice. And the race is on to 
establish a national semiconductor technology center. 

 



The Media Project 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPIC 
10/1/2023 30:00 1687 With former Times Union Associate Editor Mike Spain, Rosemary Armao, 

Investigative Journalist and Adjunct Professor at the University at Albany, 
Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice President for 
Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, and Daily 
Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, 
Rosemary, Judy and Ira talk about whether this week’s Republican debate 
was worth media coverage, Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce, how local 
newspapers balance critical coverage of the community with boosterism, 
and much more. 

10/8/2023 30:00 1688 With former Times Union Associate Editor Mike Spain, Judy Patrick, former 
Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice President for Editorial Development for 
the New York Press Association, Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the 
Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at the University at Albany, and WAMC 
News Director Ian Pickus. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Barbara 
and Ira talk about using a kidnapping victims name and photo, trying to take 
stories out of circulation when news changes them, and much more. 

10/15/2023 30:00 1689 With former Times Union Associate Editor Mike Spain, Judy Patrick, former 
Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice President for Editorial Development for 
the New York Press Association, Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld and WAMC News Director Ian Pickus. On this week’s Media Project, 
Rex, Judy, Ira and Ian talk about what it’s like to be a reporter covering a 
war, whether the social media platform Threads will replace X as a source for 
breaking news, and much more. 

10/22/2023 30:00 1690 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, 
Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at 
the University at Albany, and WAMC News Director Ian Pickus. On this 
week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Barbara and Ian talk about the power of 
puzzles and games for the media, a local media company in a controversy 
over transphobic remarks, sports coverage and what’s on or off the record in 
the locker room, and much more. 

10/29/2023 30:00 1691 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, 
Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at 
the University at Albany, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld. 
On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Barbara and Ira talk about the 
misinformation coming out of the Israel, Hamas war, the importance of local 
coverage of the mass shooting in Maine, media consumption a trust both 
being down, and much more. 

11/5/2023 30:00 1692 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 



columnist Rex Smith, Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and 
Adjunct Professor at the University at Albany, and WAMC News Director Ian 
Pickus. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Barbara and Ian talk about 
journalists arrested for telling the truth, covering a politician on a book tour, 
the financial challenge facing local media, and much more. 

11/12/2023 30:00 1693 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and 
Adjunct Professor at the University at Albany, and WAMC News Director Ian 
Pickus. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy Ian and Ira talk about 
journalists refusing to reveal a source, whether to televise court trials, New 
York’s “toothless” Freedom of Information Law (FOIL), and much more. 

11/19/2023 30:00 1694 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, 
WAMC News Director Ian Pickus, and Pulitzer Prize winning journalist Anna 
Wolfe from Mississippi Today. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Ian 
and Anna talk about covering poverty and how a young reporter can go 
about investigating the most powerful people in her state, coverage that 
looks at the stakes not the odds of the presidential race, and much more. 

11/26/2023 30:00 1695 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, 
Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at 
the University, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld On this 
week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Barbara and Ira talk about an NFL sideline 
reporter who says she made up some of her reports, how much google and 
meta may owe publishers, whether two newspapers a week are really dying, 
and much more. 

12/3/2023 30:00 1696 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, 
WAMC News Director Ian Pickus, and former Times Union Associate Editor 
Mike Spain. On this week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Ian and Mike talk about 
fake AI generated content in Sports Illustrated, whether the main stream 
media is helping Donald Trump and his Republican allies, a reporter who was 
charged with a crime for asking too many questions, and much more. 

12/10/2023 30:00 1697 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and 
Adjunct Professor at the University, Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld, and WAMC News Director Ian Pickus. On this week’s Media Project, 
Rex, Barbara, Ian and Ira talk about covering Donald Trump's run for a 
second term, Time magazine's person of the year, and much more. 

12/17/2023 30:00 1698 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association. 
Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at 
the University, and former Times Union Associate Editor Mike Spain. On this 



week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy Barbara, and Mike talk about whether a 
meteorologist is a journalist responsible for reporting on climate change, a 
U.S. Senator threatens public broadcasting, Tucker Carlson’s new network, 
and much more. 

12/24/2023 30:00 1699 With former Times Union Editor, current Upstate American, Substack 
columnist Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, former Editor of the Daily Gazette and 
Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association. 
Barbara Lombardo, former Editor of the Saratogian and Adjunct Professor at 
the University, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld. On this 
week’s Media Project, Rex, Judy, Barbara, and Ira talk about how the media 
has changed dramatically in the last 30 years, some of the key stories in 
2023, and much more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



51% 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

DATE TIME SHOW # TOPICS 
10/5/2023 30:00 1785 On this week’s 51%, we sit down with playwright Juliany Taveras for a 

preview of the new Children's Theatre Company production "Morris 
Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress." WAMC’s Samantha Simmons also 
speaks with Olympic runner Alexi Pappas about how she went about 
adapting her book, "Bravey," for a younger audience. 

10/12/2023 30:00 1786 On this week’s 51%, we sit down with “defensive living” experts Joy Farrow 
and Laura Frombach to discuss modern ways women are protecting 
themselves in the face of gender-based violence. 

10/19/2023 30:00 1787 On this week’s 51%, we speak with Dr. Elizabeth Lucal about how women can 
reduce their risk of cervical cancer, and why we still know so little about 
ovarian cancer. 

10/26/2023 30:00 1788 On this week’s 51%, we speak with artists who have found healing through 
creativity. Author Brittany Means comes to terms with her childhood 
growing up on the road in her new memoir Hell if We Don’t Change Our 
Ways, and pianist and composer Robin Spielberg meditates on resilience for 
her new symphonic record, By Way of the Wind. 

11/2/2023 30:00 1789 On this week’s 51%, we speak with award-winning international reporter 
Amanda Sperber to learn how news outlets and foreign correspondents can 
better serve the communities they cover. 

11/9/2023 30:00 1790 On this week’s 51%, we speak with estate attorney Megan Harris-Pero about 
why having an estate plan is particularly important for womsen, and what 
they should keep in mind when putting a plan together. 

11/16/2023 30:00 1791 On this week's 51%, we speak with Dr. Sophia Choukas-Bradley about the 
impacts of social media on teens and young adults. 

11/23/2023 30:00 1792 On this week’s 51%, we speak with psychiatrist and human rights advocate 
Dr. Robert Okin about the state of homelessness in the U.S., and the many 
obstacles faced by unhoused women and families. Dr. Okin spent two years 
interviewing and photographing unhoused individuals struggling with mental 
illness in San Francisco. 

11/30/2023 30:00 1793 On this week’s 51%, we speak with Amy Brittain of The Washington Post 
about the paper’s recent analysis of infant mortality in home births across 
the U.S. 

12/7/2023 30:00 1794 On the latest 51%, we speak with biologist and wildlife photographer Kirsten 
Hines about her new book Wild Florida, documenting the state’s diverse 
population of birds, mammals, reptiles, and insects. 

12/14/2023 30:00 1795 On this week’s 51%, we hear from comedian, writer, and TV host Samantha 
Bee about her latest standup tour “Your Favorite Woman: The Joy of Sex 
Education.” 

12/21/2023 30:00 1796 On this week’s 51%, we speak with Claudia Coenen, a certified grief 
counselor and thanatologist, about how to cope with grief during the holiday 
season. We also hear from the executive director of No Kid Hungry New York 
about the state of food insecurity in the U.S. 



12/28/2023 30:00 1797 On this week’s 51%, we continue our discussion on grief with therapist and 
author Gina Moffa. In her new book, Moving On Doesn’t Mean Letting Go, 
Moffa helps readers navigate losses of all kinds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scholar’s Circle 
4th QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Knowledge of politics in a democracy and Insight into trees 
as a way to mitigate CO2 in the atmosphere – December 31, 2023 
Why do people seem to know so little about politics? And what does that mean for democracy? We 
speak with Arthur Lupia author of Uninformed: Why People Know So Little About Politics and What 
We Can Do About It. [ dur: 27mins. ] 
 
Governments and others have advocated to offset carbon emission by planting more trees. But is this 
really the long term solution? Our experts say it won’t be enough. And in some cases, in can make 
matters worse. [ dur: 31mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – COP28 meeting outcome – December 24, 2023 
The latest climate change meetings, COP-28, just ended in Dubai.  After an initial pessimism about an 
agreement, with controversies over leadership and the location of the meetings, there were some 
intriguing breakthroughs.  The meeting yielded new agreements on a loss and damage fund and a 
transition from fossil fuels. But many of previous agreements have yet to be implemented.  What does 
that mean for addressing climate change? What exactly was accomplished by this meeting, and what 
remains on the agenda for future meetings. [ dur: 58mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Henry Kissinger forging memorable trail of destruction when 
he pursued foreign policy for United States and others – December 17, 2023 
Henry Kissinger was perhaps among the most influential people on US foreign policy and global events, 
fr which some consider him a war criminal. How should Kissinger be remembered? What does this 
answer say about the US in the world? 
 
In 1979 Vietnam invaded Cambodia, a country ravaged by a war partly caused by US bombings, and 
overthrew the genocidal Khmer Rouge government. What have been the consequences of that decision? 
We explore the reasons for this invasion with the author of a new book. 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Democracy is eroding in United States, why and how to stop 
the decline – December 10, 2023 
Democracy is eroding in the United States? What are the causes and what should be done? Is the erosion 
of democracy because of political elites and specifically the reaction of the Republican Party to the 2020 
election? Or does it run deeper? [ dur: 58mins. ] 
 
 
 



Scholars’ Circle – Addressing Homelessness in America, what is needed? – 
December 3, 2023 
Over a half million Americans are currently homeless. What is causing this crisis? And what are the 
solutions? How do we get the resources to build the housing we need to address the homelessness crisis? 
We discuss why services to address mental health and addiction are essential to resolving the 
homelessness crisis. [ dur: 58mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Sounds of nature ; Thanksgiving (history and memory) – 
November 26, 2023 
How does deep listening to nature promote biodiversity and a deeper relationship with the natural 
world? 
 
The American Thanksgiving story is one of cooperation and coexistence between white European 
settlers and the native peoples. But the real story is much darker. How does this Thanksgiving narrative 
get the history wrong? We discuss the history, the memory, and the meaning of Thanksgiving in the 
contemporary relationship between the United States and Indigenous people. [ dur: 24mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Osage Nation (tribe): history, oil, murders and gender 
dynamics – November 19, 2023 
With the release of the critically acclaimed new film, Killers of the Flower Moon, there is a new interest 
in the murders of the Osage tribe following the discovery of oil on tribal lands. But how much do we 
know about the Osage, their history, and their life experiences? And how typical was this particularly 
gruesome set of murders on tribes in the US and in particular in Oklahoma. On Today’s show, we will 
explore the history of the Osage. We will get to know their story in greater detail and ask, what did the 
film get right and what did it miss? [ dur: 35mins. ] 
 
In addition to highlighting the violence against the Osage, the film Killers of the Flower Moon focuses 
on the distinctly gendered relationships between the Osage and their white spouses. The film itself 
focuses on Osage women (notably Lily Gladstone’s Molly) and their white husbands. So, what were the 
gender dynamics of the Osage people? [ dur: 23mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Insight into LGBTQ+ communities impacted by global politics 
– November 12, 2023 
LGBTQ communities are marginalized in so many places around the world. While their presence in 
international politics is growing, they still face quite a lot of threats and challenges. We explore LGBTQ 
communities and their impact on global politics. 
 
 
 



Scholars’ Circle – BBNJ Ocean Treaty to preserve Bio-diversity in the High Seas 
and Restoring ecosystem from invasive species – November 5, 2023 
Biodiversity is under extreme attack in the high seas. With roughly 70% of the Earth’s surfaces as 
oceans, protecting biodiversity needed to extend beyond these national jurisdictions. Hence, in June of 
this year, 2023, nearly 200 countries adopted the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction treaty, also 
called the BBNJ. we will explore what this treaty seeks to accomplish and what mechanisms are in place 
to protect ocean species. And we will examine the most significant risks to this biodiversity. [ dur: 
28mins. ]. 
 
Invasive species are wreaking havoc all over the world and costing hundreds of billions of dollars per 
year. The alarming rate of the spread of invasive species are threatening nature, food security, our 
economies, and human health. Some areas are more successful than others in maintaining or restoring 
ecosystems with their indigenous species. How bad is the damage from invasive species and what can be 
done about it? We explore the south pacific island of New Zealand. [ dur: 28mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Which mistakes Israel is likely to make in Gaza and Book 
Author interview – A Fear of Too Much Justice: Race, Poverty, and the 
Persistence of Inequality in the Criminal Courts – October 29, 2023 
Rage and a desire for vengeance after 9/11 drove the US to violate human rights on a mass scale. What 
were those mistakes and what lessons do they offer to others dealing with political violence? How much 
does rage and demands for vengeance undermine peace? [ dur:28mins. ] 
 
Then, How much does race and class determine legal outcomes in the United States? What role does the 
prosecutor play in the justice system? We speak with the co-author of a new book A Fear of Too Much 
Justice: Race, Poverty, and the Persistence of Inequality in the Criminal Courts. Co-authors are 
legendary death penalty opponent Stephen Bright and legal scholar James Kwak. [ dur: 28mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Crisis in choosing a leader for the US House of 
Representatives ; Power of Cities and its future in 21st century – October 22, 
2023 
After the Republican caucus ousted Kevin McCarthy as Speaker of the House, it has continued to reject 
those who have stood for election. What does this all mean for the country at such a crucial time? Is 
there anything in history that can guide the US though this chaos? Why has it come to this and what’s 
the way forward? [ dur: 28mins. ] 
 
How were cities born? How did they affect culture, economies, politics, and societies? What changed in 
the 21st century, especially after the pandemic? Which cities are best for quality of life? And how can 
cities offer a sustainable and fulfilling future? [ dur: 28mins. ] 
 



Scholars’ Circle – Dark Money in Politics hides politicians real constituents – 
October 15, 2023 
Money can distort politics. And the lack of transparency where this money comes from can further 
distort politics and invite corruption. Since much of the money in campaign finance is not subject to 
transparency laws, it has taken the name dark money. This specifically references spending by nonprofit 
organizations created for political spending. How much has dark money skewed American democracy? 
What role does transparency in spending play in ensuring the legitimacy of democracies? [ dur: 58mins.] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Understanding Disinformation in our time – October 8, 2023 
When Elon Musk promised that Twitter ( re-branded as X ) will allow a wider range of content, 
including some that was previously banned as hate speech, disinformation, or conspiracy-centric, 
concerns over disinformation in political discourse heightened. But the challenge of democratic 
discourse in light of misinformation and disinformation is a historic challenge. Social media just speeds 
the process. Yet a significant concern is discerning who best to regulate what constitutes disinformation, 
in light of the political power of censorship. 
 
We look at how disinformation has spread worldwide, shifting politics and challenging democracies. 
What are the most effective ways to counter disinformation? How might it be different for states, than 
for individuals? [ dur: 58mins. ] 
 

Scholars’ Circle – Ethnic cleansing of Artsakh – October 1, 2023 
Azerbaijan has attacked the indigenous Armenian people in an area known internationally as Nagorno-
Karabakh, forcing them to flee from their ancestral homelands. Over hundred thousand have fled the 
region they know as Artsakh. Why has the international community failed to do anything to protect this 
population who left behind their homes, communities, belongings, and historical heritage? 
Russia’s abandoned its role of protector of Armenians who are now victims to atrocities and grave 
human rights violations. And the US has failed to act on the warnings about Azerbaijan’s aggression 
toward the civilian population. What should now be done to address Azerbaijan’s campaign of ethnic 
cleansing and atrocities? [ dur: 58mins. ] 
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ORANIZATIONS PROMOTED IN LIVE-READ PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ON WIUP-FM –– 4th  QUARTER 2023 

October 1 – December 31, 2023 
 

LOCAL & REGIONAL: 
Aging Services Incorporated 
Al-Anon 
Alice Paul House 
The Blackburn Center 
The Haven Project 
Indiana County Humane Society 
Indiana Free Library 
The Open Door 
PA Department of Public Welfare 
Society of St. Vincent DePaul 
Southwestern PA Legal Services 
UCP of Central PA 
 
NATIONAL: 
American Cancer Society 
American Diabetes Association 
American Dietetic Association 
American Heart Association 
American Red Cross 
Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Crime Prevention Coalition of America 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
National Institute on Aging 
National Kidney Foundation 
National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Parent Education Network 
Stroke Association 
US Department of Agriculture 
US Department of Justice 
USA Freedom Corps 
US Peace Corps 
US Surgeon General  
 


