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TOPICS

Abortion rights 
Alabama History 

Alabama’s seafood industry
State economy 

Space exploration 
Employment 

Demolition of historic building 
Music Recording Incentive

Environmental Group Lawsuit
Alabama Celebrity and Festival

World’s Longest Yard Sale



(June 30) July 1- There will be extra fireworks in Tuscaloosa this Fourth of July. 
The University of Alabama is preparing to demolish Tutwiler Hall that has stood 
on its Tuscaloosa campus since 1968. Over 50,000 students have lived within 
the all-female dorm while attending the University of Alabama. Some of those 
women are reminiscing on their time in those halls before they are nothing more 
than rubble. Tutwiler has stood for fifty years across the street close from Bryant-
Denny Stadium near the corner of Paul W. Bryant and Tenth Avenue, meaning a 
lot of those memories are associated with college football. (runs 5:04) 

July 7—Gulf coast women deal with the end of Roe V Wade. Clinics that 
provided abortions in Alabama are dealing with a new reality. So are their 
patients. Late last month, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Roe versus 
Wade. Within hours of that decision, a Montgomery federal judge ended an 
injunction against Alabama’s Human Life Protection Act. The measure makes 
almost all abortions in the state a felony. An estimated one in four women will 
have an abortion in their lifetimes. That is now much harder for women in 
Alabama. (runs 7:34) 7:49, 4:49 

July 14—Scientists work to revitalize Alabama’s Gulf coast oyster beds. For 
some people, oysters are something you serve up on the half shell. But, the 
mollusks also play a major role in the environment and economy of Alabama. On 
a Saturday morning, a pair of small boats ease up to a cove at Lightning Point 
near Bayou La Batre. On board are a handful of students, marine scientist, and 
volunteers. The passenger list also includes about sixteen 16 million baby 
oysters. (runs 6:45) 7:49, 4:49

July 16—The possible cost of progress for one Marengo County family. Progress 
may be coming at a cost for one family in Marengo County. State planners have 
been working on what’s called the West Alabama Corridor for almost thirty years. 
It’s a four-lane highway to cut time on the drive between Tuscaloosa and Mobile. 
The upside is that the highway may bring connectivity and development to the 
rural counties of the Black Belt. Then, there’s the apparent downside. Parts of the 
highway may be built on private property taken by the State. APR Gulf coast 
correspondent Lynn Oldshue spoke with the Moore family who’s fighting to save 
their homes in the town of Dixons Mills. (runs 4:33) 7:44, 4:45. 

July 28-The Muscle Shoals region of Alabama has been known as a mecca for 
the recording industry since the 1950’s. Music legends ranging from The Rolling 
Stones to Aretha Franklin created songs there that are considered the stuff of 
legend. That was then and this is now for the studios that are still looking for 
business these days. If you want to know what it’s like to live in Muscle Shoals, 
ask Judy Hood. (runs 6:42)



August 18—Alabama Students Prepare for an Out of This World assignment. 
The first satellite designed and built at the University of South Alabama could 
soon be operating in orbit. It took the six-year effort to build and launch what’s 
known as Jag SAT one. That tiny spacecraft would probably fit in your car’s glove 
compartment. It’s only four inches by four inches by eight inches. It’s what’s 
known as a ‘cubesat,’ or cube satellite. It was designed and built by almost 50 
South Alabama faculty members and students. (runs 7:09) 7:49. 4:49

August 25—“Should I stay or should I go?” Mobile builds its own workforce. 
Alabama Public Radio is looking into why educated or skilled workers may leave 
the Gulf coast for other areas. A survey by the Alabama Commission on Higher 
Education shows low salaries are a key concern. One possible solution is a 
training program by Airbus. The European airplane builder has its North 
American manufacturing plant in Mobile. APR Gulf Coast Correspondent Guy 
Busby reports how Airbus may help keep young people in the area, while 
creating a home-grown workforce. (runs 6:56) 7:49, 4:49 

September 8—The History of Mobile—underfoot! The biggest highway project in 
Alabama history will be passing through some of the oldest parts of Alabama’s 
oldest city. APR Gulf Coast Correspondent Guy Busby has been following efforts 
by archaeologists to study areas of Mobile in the path of the Interstate 10 bridge. 
(runs 7:17) 7:49, 4:49 

September 15—Saving Selma’s voting rights landmarks. The voting rights 
marches across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma back in 1965 are iconic 
moments in civil rights history. The attack on demonstrators known as “bloody 
Sunday” led to the signing of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Now, sites related to 
the Selma marches is getting some much needed attention. Doctor Martin Luther 
King, junior planned the demonstrations at what’s now known as the Jackson 
House. During the march to Montgomery, the activists slept at three campsites. 
Both the Jackson home and the first of the overnight camping spots are now 
privately owned and efforts are underway to keep them alive. APR Gulf Coast 
Correspondent Lynn Oldshue has more on work to preserve this piece of history. 
(runs 6:22) 7:49, 4:49 



September 20- Historically, coal ash pits have been a problem not only for our 
state but for several states across the country. For a long time, utility companies 
washed coal ash into big unlined pits.

Cade Kistler with the environmental group Mobile Baykeeper. Mobile Baykeeper 
is an underwriter for Alabama Public Radio. (runs 7:36)

September 27-- A tradition nineteen years in the making blew through Alabama 
this summer. This nearly two decades old practice brings sellers and buyers 
together across more than one-hundred-eighty miles. APR’s Baillee Majors has 
more on the World’s Longest Yard Sale (runs 3:34). 7:45am, 4:44pm

September 29- Shoalsfest is heading to Mcfarland Park in Florence this 
weekend. It’s the third year the music festival has taken place. The event is the 
work of Grammy award winning artist Jason Isbell. He was in the Shoals to 
discuss the festival at a press conference in the park. Isbell says when he invites 
an artist to Shoalsfest, he feels it’s like inviting someone to have dinner at his 
mother’s house. The legendary bassist David Hood was in the audience at the 
press conference before we spoke. It was like seeing the torch being passed 
from one generation to another. (runs 6:01)


