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It’s been one year and a successful one at that. 

One year ago, the city of Millersburg and the City of Albany reached an agreement for 
the Albany Fire Department to provide fire protection services for the entire city of 
Millersburg.  

The joint operating agreement provides Albany Fire with additional revenue from 
Millersburg while their growing community gets better response time and coverage 
than it had previously. 

These types of service-sharing arrangements are becoming more common-place 
between smaller communities and their nearby larger neighbors as city officials look for 
ways to save money and improve efficiency. 

In 2018, Albany Fire responded to nearly 9,500 calls, an astounding average of 26 calls 
per day. We thank you for your service! 

 

Aired on 8/2/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

Salem Keizer school district has made the move to update their student dress code.  The 
primary change is no see through material because the school district is attempting to 
get students to focus on their work.  The code specifically says no to wearing clothes 
that have violent language, gang affiliation, images or language with drugs or alcohol, 
hate speech, profanity or pornography. 

Then there is one bullet point that states no to “Images or language that creates a hostile 
or intimidating environment based on any protected class or consistently marginalized 
groups.” Parents may be able to sigh with relief that wearing shirts with messaging 
supporting groups or behaviors that are not part of the parents value system will not be 
allowed.  It sounds like Salem Public schools is serious about teaching to ready learners. 
A welcomed change.   

 

Aired on 8/2/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



Well this is new for Oregon. A peaceful protest outside of ICE headquarters where out of 
about 60 in attendance, 12 were arrested. Oregon Live reported the rally was part of the 
Never Again movement. Never Again is a Jewish youth political protest movement 
against ICE, for arresting and deporting illegal immigrants. They claim they are trying 
to stop another holocaust from ever occurring.  

One of the organizers for Never Again, said, they were there as Jews because the crisis 
was not about ending immigration camps. It was about ending the forced deportation 
of immigrants. 

But Holocaust camps were for political prisoners that victimized people who had done 
no crimes.  It is ironic that these protestors are exploiting these camps for their own 
political purposes over deportations. Because those being deported, did commit crimes. 

 

Aired on 8/5/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

This is an update to last week’s report on forest fire Milepost 97 located in the 
southwest section of Oregon in the Canyonville area.  With over 13,000 acres still 
burning, smoke became a big problem, stretching from Grants Pass all the way to 
Yreka, CA. Adding to the smoke problem for the area is the Panther Gulch Fire, near 
Williams.   Another fire in Evans Creek has cropped upon on 300 acres burning so far, 
with 200 crew men working the blaze they have 100% lined the fire, and continue to 
strengthen the line.  

A couple of days ago, the Milepost 97 fire was considered 45% contained as over 1,500 
firefighters and 17 helicopters fought the blaze. To date, estimated costs for fighting the 
fire is thirteen million dollars.  

 

Aired on 8/5/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

 



Residents should be aware that Field staff from the U. S. Census Bureau will soon be 
coming to the greater Corvallis area — from early August through October 11. 

The Census won’t take place until 20 20, but these workers are legitimate, and are sent 
in advance to verify existing information. This makes the 20 20 census more efficient. 

Please note: Workers will be wearing ID badges to identify themselves as U.S. Census 
Bureau employees.  

While the census is updated yearly through statistics and other data, the door-to-door 
count takes place every 10 years.  

This gives an accurate, official count of residents in a given area, which determines how 
federal funding for roads and infrastructure is divvied up. 

Participation is vital since it helps get our own tax dollars back to be used right here. 

Aired on 8/6/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

If you head to a Western Oregon University football game this year, you might see 
something that hasn’t been seen on the football field since the 1980s. 

The Western Oregon University Marching Band. 

Ben Proth e roe, who became the drumline director two years ago, also took over the 
pep band in the 2018 Spring term. It quickly blossomed into a marching band, growing 
from 10 members to almost 50.  

According to Ben, “There was such a huge interest from the students [that the marching 
band] was just something that came [together] all by itself.” 

The marching band will be playing in the stands at all Western games and has one 
show on the field planned with hopes to “grow into it.” If all goes well, they’d like to be 
a regular feature marching on the field at all western Oregon university football games. 
Go Wolves! 

Aired on 8/7/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 



Two years ago, a sixty eight thousand acre fire was started by a farmer who contracted to have 
his fields combined.  Oregonlive reported that the Warm Springs Tribe has sued the rancher, the 
two contractors who combined the fields, and John Deere.  

The Oregon State Fire Marshal concluded that the cause of the fire was accidental, probably 
caused by the use of a combine for routine harvesting operations. 

The tribes twelve million dollar lawsuit, filed Monday, claims the farmer and his contractors 
were libel for their lost use of property and timber.  

This creates a question begging to be asked. With growing tensions over Oregon’s poorly 
managed, state forests that have thousands of acres burn every the summer, can state 
contractors hired to carry out the state’s poor forest management policies also be held liable?   

Aired on 8/8/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 
The Albany Police Department want you to know about the latest phone scam. 
 
According to the Albany-Democrat Herald, victims are told there's a warrant for their 
arrest, issued by the local Police Department. The scammers warn the victim they'll be 
arrested within 24 hours if they do not pay a fee.  
 
But there’s a twist: when people don’t believe them, the scammer says ‘Fine, we’ll have 
Albany police call you directly.’” The victim then gets a call from a number that appears 
to be from the local police. 
 
The Albany Police want you to know, they never call individuals to warn them about 
arrest warrants. They do not even discuss such things, nor request payment over the 
phone. 
 

Aired on 8/12/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

Suddenly there is a big interest in stopping protests in Portland because anti-Antifa 
groups are throwing down their gauntlet as they soon arrive in Portland. Oregon Live 
reports that the mayor of Portland and nearly a hundred city groups, and individuals, 



are meeting this week to warn protesters who plan to get violent at Saturday’s planned 
event: Don’t. 
 
With two warring factions ready to face off, Portland Mayor Ted announces he’s 
gathering a group of almost 100 city agencies to try to deter a potentially violent protest. 
 
It’s an ironic moment for Wheeler who seemed to not care for private citizens’ safety or 
business property rights when damage was done by Antifa. Yet he calls on violence to 
stop when his protected Antifa may come under attack. 
 

Aired on 8/15/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

With sunny skies and good weather the next bit of news maybe disappointing to many 
fans of car racing.  The Democrat Herald reports that Willamette Speedway is closed 
due to being out of compliance with Linn County’s Public Health and Safety Codes. 

The county cut electric power to the speedway over non compliance issues including 
building, plumbing and electrical codes that have been out of compliance for years. 
With additional issues found when inspections were conducted this year.  

Lebanon Fire Marshal Jason Bolen said the fire district has also inspected the operation 
saying there were some items of concern to them.  

Until all is fixed fans can go to Willamette Speedways Facebook page to find where 
events will be held this weekend. 

Aired on 8/16/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

If you love food trucks, there is a festival for you this weekend in Eugene. And it’s not 
just good food on wheels, it’s for a good cause. 

“Food Truck Fest” is the Eugene Mission’s largest annual fundraiser.  

The popular event has expanded this year and is being folded into an even larger event, 
the Wham Bam Kendall Jam. 



Food Truck Fest will have forty five trucks this year and will be a two-day event instead 
of just one. Besides the food trucks, there’ll be live music, a car show, a brewfest, and 
family activities. 

A twelve dollar ticket gets you in and fifteen percent of sales go to the charities. It’s 
being held at PK Park, home of the Eugene Emeralds baseball team.  

Aired on 8/16/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

According to Oregon Business Report, State Representative Lynn Findley wants to find 
ways to help rural Oregon without raising taxes.  He feels one way is by developing 
high-speed internet connections in rural communities that may expand business and 
economic opportunities. HB 2455 establishes broadband internet as economic 
development, opening the door for state and federal grants.   

The opposition feels that rural broadband should be paid for by adding new statewide 
taxes on cell phone usage.  

Poverty in rural Oregon is a way of life since shutting down logging, leaving residents 
little money to pay for increased taxes.  It’s as if the chicken comes before the egg by 
raising taxes without increasing income. 

Leaders took the logging jobs away. Adding jobs makes sense. 

Aired on 8/19/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

The Albany Democrat Herald reports there is a Corvallis city council meeting 
happening tonight, August 19th in the downtown fire station, at 400 NW Harrison Blvd. 
This meeting, starting at six pm, is a limited hearing on the Caldwell Farms annexation 
agreement.   

The request is to develop sixteen and a half acres south of West Hills Road, just west of 
the 53rd Street roundabout. They want to develop the twelve acres into a housing 
project changing it to a medium density residential zone.   

A new agreement is being presented tonight after February’s opposition to some key 
issues were raised around traffic, sewer easements, wetlands mapping,  the rural nature 
of surrounding properties, and if the acreage was serviceable by city infrastructure. 

Aired on 8/16/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



A group of five people periodically blocked traffic on Highway 99W in Corvallis, 
Sunday afternoon.  According to the Albany Democrat Herald, they were participants 
of the Open Streets event. It closed a mile of highway to automobile traffic and turned it 
over to pedestrians and bicyclists. Events included activities, games, and live music. 

A Corvallis resident, who organized the performances, said the purpose was to get 
drivers to change their perspective about roads being shared. Portland drivers already 
are accustomed to having to be patient and stop for pedestrians. 

Although, this weekend Portland streets were blocked for protestors. This is while some 
Corvallis driver’s revved cars at pedestrians showing their impatience.  

Aired on 8/20/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

Cage free eggs becomes law in Oregon following other states, such as California.  The law 
mandates that chickens be kept in cage free environments by 20 24. According to the Corvallis 
Advocate, currently it applies to commercial farms with three thousand or more chickens. 

 

But going cage free will have unintended consequences of increased costs for farmers. 

 

The Guardian reported in 2015 that the cost to implement the requirements in California was 
upwards of forty dollars per chicken. 2015 costs are probably higher now but with three 
thousand chickens, that’s a hundred twenty thousand dollars.  That’s just for larger cages.  For 
cage free, farmers may have to buy more land. 

 

And a consequence in 20 15, some Midwestern farmers culled forty percent of their flocks. 

 

Aired on 8/23/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

 



One of Oregon’s major food processors, Norpac, has announced they are claiming bankruptcy. 
Their plan is to sell most assets to Oregon Potato Company.  

 

According to the Statesman Journal, NORPAC anticipates the transaction will be completed in 
60 to 90 days, but during that time current management will stay in place. Financing will be 
provided by CoBank. 

 

In their press release, CEO Shawn Campbell said, their 2,700 employees will continue to receive 
their wages and benefits; vendors and suppliers will be paid in the ordinary course of business 
going forward; and customers can continue to rely on them for unparalleled produce and 
products thanks to their farmers. 

 

The company purchasing Norpac’s assets is a private grower and processor of potatoes, 
vegetables, and fruits.  

Aired on 8/26/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

According to Oregonlive, the price to construct a new drinking water reservoir in 
Southwest Portland has ballooned more than 200% over the project’s lifetime.  Recently, 
new expenses were approved for $8 million in spending. 

The cost to build a 12 million gallon underground reservoir at Washington Park has 
gone beyond original estimates of $6 7 million when the project launched in 200 9. In 20 
15, engineers at the Water Bureau said the figure was actually closer to $1 70 million. 
Today, the cost is at least $2 05 million. 

A citizen, filed suit against Portland saying the spending is illegal and absurd.  
Construction costs have increased residential water rates this year by 7.5 percent.  

The city says the work prepares for earthquakes.  

 

Aired on 8/27/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



Grocery store workers in Oregon and Southwest Washington have voted to strike if the 
workers’ union fails to reach a satisfying agreement. The negotiators represent stores 
such as Fred Meyer, QFC, Safeway, and Albertsons. 

According to Oregonlive in a nearly unanimous vote, members of United Food and 
Commercial Workers Local 555, voted to authorize a strike. That vote concluded a series 
of 92 meetings held this summer across Oregon and Southwest Washington. 

Negotiations have been ongoing since June of 20 18, with wages being a sticking point. 
Employer proposed wage rate increases are considerably smaller than what the union is 
looking for.  

There’s no hard-and-fast deadline for when a strike might be called. The next step is the 
upcoming negotiation session on August 29th. 

 

Aired on 8/27/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

The Albany Democrat Herald reports that Benton County’s main health clinic in 
Corvallis has emerged looking like a brand-new facility both inside and out. The Public 
Services Building, a two-story, 33,000-square-foot structure is located at 27th St. and is 
getting some renovations. 

Originally designed for the Health Department, renovations were done in 20 18 with 
the building now devoted to health care. The ground floor is for primary medical care 
and now has 18 exam rooms and 10 consultation rooms, which has allowed the clinic to 
hire additional staff. 

Also on the ground floor is family planning, immunizations, and maternal-child health 
services. With the second floor for mental health outpatient crisis help, as well as 
treatment for drug and alcohol abuse. 

 

Aired on 8/27/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 



The church-sanctioned homeless encampment in southwest Corvallis has received an 
extension to stay in operation for another 60 days.  The encampment operates on a 
wooded parcel that adjoins a tree farm that has been used illegally for decades by 
homeless people as a camping area. The owner of the property has frequently requested 
the sheriff to remove campers for trespassing. 

According to the Democrat Herald, the Congregation Church of Christ who owns the 
adjacent land still allows up to 21 people to camp on their property. But neighbors are 
objecting to the camp with concerns over fire, theft, among other things, and have 
threatened to file a lawsuit to have it all shut down. 

The church is concerned but has gotten extensions for the camp to remain open until 
Oct 24.   

 

Aired on 8/27/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

The Albany Herald reports that Oregon’s taxpayers are going to see the largest-ever 
state income tax refund next year.  

State economists say the top 1% of taxpayers can expect refunds of $15,214, while the 
average payout to all taxpayers is expected to be $739. 

The surprise kicker comes from an unexpected $1.6 billion to flow back to personal 
income taxpayers after they file their 2019 returns. Money flowing into the state's 
general and lottery funds came in $2.6 billion above what officials expected in 2017. 

But there is a downside for Oregon, with the new sales taxes Democrats passed this last 
session, economists warn of a possible economic slowdown on the horizon. 

More on this next week. 

 

Aired on 8/30/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 



There are some updates on recent stories in the news. Two of them have a worrisome 
and disturbing connection. 

Nearly three weeks ago, there was yet another riot in Portland with Antifa 
demonstrating their peaceful intentions by beating people up. Video showed a group of 
them assaulting counter protestors on a bus.  

The attackers tried to drag counter-protestors off the bus, smashing windows, hitting 
the protestors with rocks, concrete blocks, and a hammer. Because who doesn’t bring a 
hammer to a peaceful protest? Thankfully, they left their sickle at home. 

But now, according to the Gateway Pundit, the Multnomah County District Attorney 
has handed down formal indictments against 15 far-left attackers, at least five of which 
are members of Antifa. 

In a related story, a person who felt threatened by Antifa had his guns seized under 
Oregon’s pre crime law, known as “red flag law.” 

Under this law, government agencies can violate your second amendment based on 
what they think you might do. 

And they did. The FBI's Joint Terrorism Task took "extraordinary steps" against former 
marine, Shane Kohfield, after he threatened to "slaughter" Antifa in self-defense. 

Oregon Live reports a former marine who said, “If Antifa gets to the point where they 
start killing us, I'm going to kill them next. I’d slaughter them.” 

But here’s the disturbing connection. We already know that people are rootinely 
“doxed” on the internet — where their personal information is released, including their 
home address.  

Now, after threatening to defend himself, Kohfield has had his means of self-defense 
removed.  

Antifa could easily show up at his house and take revenge — knowing full well he’s 
already had all of his guns removed.  

His guns were removed because of what he might do. Did anyone consider what Antifa 
might do? 



Aired on 9/3/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 120 seconds. 

 

The Albany Democrat Herald reports that Corvallis Parks and Rec is moving forward 
on its next series of planned upgrades for city facilities. Projects include a $4 million 
reworking of Martin Luther King Jr. Park, dependent upon extensive fundraising. 

The department has been extremely active in recent years, upgrading playgrounds and 
other places, such as at Franklin Square, often using innovative mixtures of grant 
money and other funding sources. 

Other projects are: a pedestrian bridge connecting to thirty three acre Caldwell Natural 
Area, with a cost $650,000. 

The Village Green picnic shelter now closed due rotted wood post. Project costs 
$150,000. 

And also resurfacing, new netting, and fencing at Cloverland tennis courts costing 
$225,000. 

Looks like a very busy schedule for Parks and Rec of Corvallis. 

Aired on 9/3/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

Oregon took in record amounts of taxes in 2019 and in this last session increased or 
created new taxes by the billions. But they did cut some spending. Just not in a place 
you would think we needed. 

K A T U reports that Oregon counties are bracing for significant public safety cuts over 
the next two years after state lawmakers dramatically reduced funding for community 
corrections. 

You heard that right. Oregon Democrats added a 2 point 6 billion-dollar sales tax on 
businesses. 350 million in new taxes on tobacco and e-cigarettes, and wanted (but 
thankfully failed) to get a 1 billion dollar tax on carbon. But with all that new money, 
they cut funds for public safety. 



Hit hardest is Multnomah County, which is due to lose 5 point 4 million dollars for 
public safety. Programs designed to help offenders change their behaviors, to find 
positive outcomes, will also be forced cut backs or eliminated. 

The county will also have to layoff parole and probation staff, corrections officers, and 
eliminate 73 jail beds. That’s closing an entire dorm at Inverness jail. 

Because the jail is already operating near capacity, cutting the available beds will likely 
trigger the county's Emergency Population Release plan, which means up to 150 
offenders every day may be eligible for release from jail. 

Multnomah is not alone. According to K A T U, counties did not anticipate these public-
safety funding cuts.  

Multnomah is ground zero for Antifa. Thanks to Oregon Democrats, these peaceful 
protestors will be released early from jail to be back on the street to break more 
windows and bash in more heads. Peacefully. And, if not, they’ll get arrested. And then 
released. 

Aired on 9/5/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 120 seconds. 

The Statesman Journal is reporting that an Oregon man has died of a severe respiratory 
illness and had used an electronic cigarette containing marijuana oil from a legal 
dispensary. This is the second death linked to vaping nationwide and the first tied to a 
vaping product bought at a pot shop. 

Officials have not yet determined what sickened the middle-aged adult. 

As of last week, 215 possible cases of severe pulmonary disease associated with the use 
of e-cigarettes had been reported by 25 states. 

Wyden is preparing to introduce a bill that would tax e-cigarettes at the same amount 
as cigarettes.   

Marijuana intended for sale at a medical or general use dispensary is tested for 
pesticides, potency, and solvents. But researchers worry they don’t know enough yet 
about vaping and its impacts. 

Aired on 9/6/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



There is sad news for Stayton.  The Oregon Potato Co., that will buy NORPAC, plans to 
close the plant in Stayton next month, starting at the end of October, and lay off all 485 
employees who work there. 

According to Oregon Live, farmers cooperative NORPAC filed for bankruptcy last 
month and agreed to sell its assets to Oregon Potato for $155 million. NORPAC’s 
Stayton food processing plant wasn’t initially part of the sale, but the cooperative 
notified employees last week that Oregon Potato does now plan to buy that facility – 
and to close it. 

At bankruptcy auction, Oregon Potato could be outbid, and the new company, control 
the Stayton facility. But NORPAC warned employees that even in that case the new 
owner might not keep the facility open.  

Aired on 9/9/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

If you’re planning to spend any time in Salem, be sure you drive safely and within the 
speed limits.  According to the Statesman Journal, Salem is doubling the number of 
intersections overseen by red-light cameras, and adding the capability to catch speeders 
as well.  

For now, cameras will be able to ticket speeders at the intersection of Fisher and 
Silverton Road NE.  It is part of a broader safety plan, Salem is unrolling this year and it 
targets high volume intersections, with an eye toward reducing crashes. 

The Silverton and Fisher intersection is one of three that already have red-light cameras 
to catch motorists who run red lights. The technology to catch speeders, called "Speed 
on Green," is essentially an upgrade of the existing cameras.  

More systems will be added later this year. 

Aired on 9/9/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

OregonLive is reporting on pressures that explain rising teen rates of suicide and 
mental health conditions. Through the Oregon Youth line, a crisis outreach to youth, 
volunteers report a clear trend. That among young people, mental health issues are 



revealing themselves more often and at younger ages. One volunteer noted that kids 
ages 10 – 12 years old are reaching out due to suicidal thoughts.   

According to Oregon Health Authority suicide is the second leading cause of death for 
young people ages 10 to 24 in Oregon. Between 2010 and 2017, almost one-fifth of 
deaths of Oregon children ages 10 to 14 were the result of suicide. And the number of 
suicides between 2010 to 2014, did increase. 

National trends show a steady increase in suicide across all age groups. And Oregon’s 
suicide rate, both overall and for young people, has outstripped the national average for 
years. In addition to those deaths, hundreds of Oregon youth are hospitalized every 
year for self harm and suicide attempts. The state also has one of the highest rates of 
youth depression in the nation. Oregon? 

Experts in Oregon and around the nation point to three high drivers.  They are 
increased academic pressure, the rise of social media and fears stemming from school 
shootings, and climate change. 

For school stress, experts cite standardized testing can make or break a student’s 
perceived success. If you can never win you may quit trying. School shootings are 
discussed and planned on social media.  Students know the kids who kill others.  That’s 
going to raise anybodies anxiety, including parents.  And lastly, climate change where 
you have AOC, almost a peer with young kids, telling them this hoax will kill them in 
10 years.    

It’s no wonder that students are depressed.  And who is teaching coping skills? No one?  

Aired on 9/11/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 120 seconds. 

In a follow up story on the recent resignation of the legislative transparency advocate, 
OregonLive is reporting, staffers for Gov. Kate Brown privately worked against a pro-
transparency bill that ultimately failed in June. 

Memos and emails show staffers and lobbyists working on Kate’s behalf opposed a 
proposal to make state agencies track and disclose information about records requests 
they received from the public. 



The documents disclose Brown’s staffers told the public records advocate at least twice 
that her work to support the bill, contradicted the governor’s interests and was a bad 
idea. 

What interests are contradicted? The idea of transparency is a bad idea? So we have to 
ask what does Kate want kept in the dark? Are there leftover issues from Kitzhaber’s 
time or are there new ones? 

Aired on 9/13/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

According to the Statesman Journal, Salem-Keizer Public Schools officials are taking 
multiple steps in the new year to prioritize the health and safety of the district's nearly 
42,000 students. Their concern is the teen suicide rate.  

One of the changes is the printed list of crisis and tip lines on the back of every student  
ID card. District officials are implementing other solutions as well. 

One solution is partnering with county and health care agencies to provide more 
supports such as counselors and other mental health professionals 

But in their solutions list there wasn’t a mention of the state stripping rights from 
parents.  Right to know even if they’re 12 year old daughter has had an abortion.  Until 
the state gets out of the way of the parental relationship, depression and suicide may be 
the norm.  

Aired on 9/13/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

The Statesman Journal is reporting that Mill City is getting its first significant economic 
boost in decades. They are scheduled to receive at least $29 million in infrastructure for 
the city. They raised funds from a lot of hard work by their community’s volunteers. 

One of the projects was to save the 18 88 pedestrian bridge that needed major repairs or 
be torn down.  A volunteer grassroots group held small-town fundraisers and raised 
$300,000. Then the county personnel expanded the scope and won a federal grant for $8 
million. 



And by passing an $18 million school bond, they get new buildings for the high school 
and middle schools, with the Department of Ed awarding an additional million dollar 
grant. 

Good things are popping up thanks to committed, community members. 

Aired on 9/16/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregonlive reports that Oregon marijuana retailers have begun removing vaping 
products from their shelves, offering returns on previously purchased vape pens amid a 
nationwide scare, over severe lung illnesses and deaths tied to electronic cigarettes. 

The move comes after the agency that regulates Oregon's cannabis industry told the AP 
last week that it will soon begin asking retailers to voluntarily review their vaping 
offerings, and pull those that spark concern. 

U.S. health officials said that there are 380 confirmed and probable cases of vaping-
related breathing illnesses in 36 states and one territory, including six deaths.  

Be aware that OLCC does not test marijuana vapes sold in Oregon for additives.   

Aired on 9/13/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Registered nurses at Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center want the public to know 
about staffing deficiencies at the hospital, so they conducted an informational picket 
Friday afternoon, hoping to raise awareness. 

According to the Corvallis Advocate, their spokesman disclosed that staffing shortages 
in Samaritan’s operating room are frequent, and that operating room nurses are 
routinely being asked to work more than 50 hours a week.  

They also reported that the hospital has a so called “buddy” system that forces nurses 
to care for twice as many patients as recommended.  

The nurses have been working without a contract since June 30th.  

There is no current plan to strike, and hopes there won’t be any need to, with 
negotiations continuing this week for the almost 500 registered nurses at Samaritan 
Regional Medical Center.   

Aired on 9/18/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



There’s a health advisory along the Oregon coast at Lincoln County.  The Statesman 
Journal is reporting that officials are warning visitors to avoid contact with the water at 
Nye Beach due to high levels of fecal bacteria measured in the water. 

Health officials said visitors should not wade in nearby creeks, pools of water on the 
beach, or in discolored water until the advisory is lifted. Activities such as walking or 
playing on the beach don't pose a health risk. 

Officials say fecal bacteria levels in ocean waters can come from both shore and inland 
sources such as sewer overflows and failing septic systems. The bacteria can cause 
diarrhea, stomach cramps, skin rashes, and upper respiratory infections. 

For updates visit the Oregon Beach Monitoring Program website. 

Aired on 9/19/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

The Eugene Register Guard reports that Winegrape and hazelnut growers in Oregon 
whose crops were affected by severe wildfires and winter storms in 2018 and 2019 now 
have access to millions in federal funds appropriated for disaster relief.  

The summer of 2018 saw devastating wildfires in Southern Oregon. Concerns over 
grape quality led a California winery, which planned to purchase $4 million worth of 
that region’s grapes, to cancel its order. This prompted Oregon wineries to collectively 
buy the grapes and produce the Oregon Solidarity wines. 

And parts of the southern Willamette Valley received over 18 inches of heavy, wet snow 
in February of 2019, causing some hazelnut orchards to report limb breaks in over 30% 
of their trees. 

Producers can begin enrollment in the federal relief program by visiting 
farmers.gov/recover. 

Aired on 9/20/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

Lane Benton Community College (LBCC) has a newly renovated career technical 
education facility as part of a $20 million project funded through a local bond and 
government and industry partners. The college’s mechatronics, welding and 



fabrication, and nondestructive testing facilities expected improvements to be complete 
in the next two weeks. 

LBCC President welcomed industry leaders to tour the facility and use the opportunity 
to introduce a new partnership aimed at providing students with additional resources. 

Partnering with a German-based automation company, FESTO Didactic, it will allow 
students to interact with the most recent technology and provide up-to-date curriculum.  

The construction was designed by a former LBCC student, and constructed with the 
help of welding students. And the partner company hopes to have access to future 
employees trained there.  

Aired on 9/20/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Cougar sightings seem to be on the rise as two were recently seen around the Corvallis 
area with one having to be killed by authorities due to his aggressive behavior.  Now, as 
of late last week, a cougar was sighted near the Woodburn high school campus.   

The Statesman Journal reported that a school district employee reported seeing a cougar 
on the sidewalk of Meridian Drive around 5:00 a.m., according to Woodburn Police. 

Dispatch sent a notification to residents in the area of the sighting and urged caution 
when leaving their homes. 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife shared a few tips. Such as, leave the cougar a 
way to escape and stay calm and stand your ground.  

How about revisiting cougar hunting rules, and alter them to match the threat?  

Aired on 9/23/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

According to the Democrat Herald, Benton County has some grant monies available for 
farmers.  The grants are up to $ 5,000 each and for purchasing what the government 
calls non-lethal deterrents to protect their livestock and crops. 

The county says the grant program is in its second cycle where over $31,000 has already 
been awarded to nine Benton County farms. So far this year’s grantees proposed a 



variety of non-lethal deterrent projects, including upgraded fencing and construction of 
small barns and structures to enclose livestock at night. 

Grant funds are still available for operators who are concerned about conflicts with 
beavers. Information about the grant program and upcoming events can be found on 
Benton County’s webpage. 

After recent cougar sightings solutions need to be hunting not money.  

Aired on 9/23/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

New student housing is going gang busters for OSU.  The Democrat Herald reports that 
Corvue Holdings, a Chicago-based privately held national real estate and development 
company specializes in "purpose-built student housing. They have 448 bedrooms 
available next to OSU campus this fall, while construction continues on the second 
phase. A total of 892 bedrooms will be available in the fall of 2020, when it’s completed. 

The bedrooms are leased individually, range in price from $595 to $915 per month. All 
units are furnished, including a 50-inch smart TV. Parking is free unless you want a 
reserved spot, and there are hundreds of bicycle parking spaces. The complex includes 
a social green space, a community garden, and a dog park.  

Aired on 9/24/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

According to the Corvallis Advocate, last week a measure proposing the strictest gun 
storage and transportation laws in the country moved a step closer to next year’s ballot 
in Oregon.  

The group, State of Safety, submitted 2,000 signatures to place it on the 2020 ballot. The 
law requires guns to be locked up with a cable or trigger lock, or kept in a locked 
container.  

It also requires lost or stolen firearms be reported within 24 hours, or the violator of the 
law would be made liable for injuries caused by any unsecured weapons. There is an 
exception in the case of self-defense or defense of another person. 

So then the owner would be liable and take the heat if someone else steals their gun and 
hurts someone.  Let’s hope the burglar leaves a note. 

Aired on 9/25/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 



According to the Statesman Journal, the first snow of the season on Oregon’s Cascade 
passes is expected this weekend, bringing a chill to outdoor recreation plans.  Not much 
snow is expected — a dusting at pass levels and around an inch at high mountain— but 
it does mean the coolest weather in months. 

Everything from driving over the mountains and outdoor recreation in the high 
mountains could look a little different. Mornings and evenings will be chilly in the 
valley and downright cold in the mountains, with lows reaching the teens at higher 
elevations. 

The best chance of snow is this weekend and perhaps as low as 4,000 feet. If you’re 
higher in the mountains you and could see some deeper snow with those areas 
including popular hiking peaks such as South Sister and Diamond Peak.  

Aired on 9/26/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

Oregon's new director of child welfare for DHS, Rebecca Gaston, has a personal 
connection to foster care and child welfare. She entered Minnesota's foster care system 
as a baby before being adopted as an infant.  

According to the Statesman Journal, she is currently executive director of the Social 
Services Administration in Maryland, a role that includes oversight of programs for 
children and vulnerable adults. 

She takes over Oregon's programs Nov. 4, charged with implementing reforms at an 
agency that's been in the headlines for child deaths, increased scrutiny from lawmakers, 
critical audits, and most recently, out-of-state placement of foster children. 

Gaston replaces a director who left in June just after an oversight board was established. 

Aired on 9/27/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

The Oregon Military Department announces that The Oregon Army National Guard 
held a mobilization ceremony last week in Portland, at the Oregon Convention Center, 
for Soldiers from both 2nd Battalion, 218th Field Artillery (Forest Grove), and Company 
A, 141st Brigade Support Battalion (Clackamas) as they prepare to depart to Qatar. 



Known as Task Force Arrow, the group of more than 450 Soldiers is one of several units 
that the Oregon Army National Guard’s 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team is 
scheduled to deploy this fall and winter. In all, the 41st is scheduled to deploy more 
than 1,400 service members to five different countries: Djibouti, Jordan, Kosovo, Qatar, 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

Aired on 9/30/19 on various newscasts  throughout the day 60 seconds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


